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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Monday, 2nd September, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber in Simla, at Eleven of 
the Clock, being the First IJay of tlie Second Session of the Fifth Legisla* 
tive Assembly, pursuant to Section 63-D (2) of the Government of 
India Act. Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim, K.C.S.I., 
Kt.), was in the Chair. 


MEMBERS SWORN. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan, Kt. (Member for 
Commerce and Railways) ; 

The Honourable Mr. David George Mitchell, C.S.I., C.I.E. (Member 
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Mr. Thomas Chapraan-Mortimer, M.L.A. (Bengal : European) ; 
Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya, M.L.A. (Benares and Gorakhpur 
Divisions : Non-Muhammadan Rural) ; 

Mr. Muhammad Yarain Khan, C.T.B., M.L.A. (Agra Division ; 
Miibammadan Rural) ; 

Mr. Prank Burton Leach, M.L.A. (Burma : European) ; 

Mr. E. II. M. Bower, I.S.O., M.L.A. (Nominated Non-Offieial) ; 

Mr. J. H. Blackwell, M.L.A. (Nominated Non-Official) ; 

Mr. James Glasgow Acheson, C.I.E., M.L.A. (Foreign Secretary) ; 

Mr. Alan Hubert Lloyd, C.S.I., C.I.E., MJj.A. (Government of India : 
Nominated Official) ; 

Mr. Arthur Shelden Hands, C.I.B., M.L.A. (Government of India : 
Nominated Official) ; 

Diwan Bahadur Rasipur Vara da Krishna Ayyar, M.L.A. (Madras : 
Nominated Official) ; 
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Mr. Madhusudan Damodar Bhat, M.L.A. (Bombay : Nominated 
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Mr. Percival Joseph Griffiths, M.L.A. (Bengal : Nominated Official) , 

Mr. Leonard Owen, J\LL.A. (United Provinces : Nominated Official) : 

Mr. Dionys Jolin Norris Leo, M.L.A. ((Central Provinces : Nominaled 
Official) ; 

Mr. Sankar Pandiirang Desai, M.L.A. (Assam : Nominated Official) ; 

and 

Mr. Tom Lister, CM.E., M.L.A. (Buraia : Nominated Official). 

DEATHS OP SIR BASIL BLACKETT, SIR DEVA PRASAD SARVA- 

DllIKARV, LALA PAKIR CHAM) AND JIAJl ABDULLA HAJI 

QASIM. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Leader of Ihe House) : Sir, 
before you take up the day’s vork, may 1 have your permission to mention 
the deaths of some of the past and present ^Members of lhi.s Assembly. 

The first name Avhieh J Jiave to mention is that of Sir Basil Bdaekott. 
Long iiccounts of Ids life and of his aetivities have recently ap[)eared in 
the press, particularly in every newspaper, English and vernacular, and 
I have no desire to take the House over tlie long Idstory over again. 
I would like to remind tlie House very siiortly tliat he was the Pinaiice 
Member and a JMember of tins Assembly from 1923 to 192S, he Avas the 
Leader of this House from August 1927 to March 1928, lie Ava.s the Secre¬ 
tary of the Indian Finance and Currency Commission In 1913-1914, and 
he Avas on a special iuis.siou to the United States Government in 1914. He 
was also a Member of the Anglo-French Financial Mission to the United 
States of America Avhi(*li raised the Anglo-Frelich loan of hOO.OOO.OOO dol¬ 
lars in 1915. He Avas also the rejiresentative of the British Treasury in 
the United States of America from 1917 to 1919. His activities did not 
cease on his retirement and, as we all know from the biogra|)liies which 
have been published, he AA^as holding a very responsible post at the time 
when the tragic occurrence took jilace as the result of a motor accident. 

Sir, the sec.ond name 1 have to mention is that of Sir Deva Prasad 
Sarvadhikary, who was a Member of the Fii*st Legislative Assembly, re¬ 
presenting the Calcutta Non-Muhammadau eonstitueiicy from 1921 to 
1923. He Avas an elected IMember of the (Council of State from 1923 to 
1925. Before this he had been a J\Icml)er of the Indian Legislntive (Council 
and a Member of the Bengal Legislative t'onncil. He was also a member 
of the Lyttoii Committee for Indian students in England ; and he was 
also a member of the Government of India Deputation (Paddison Com¬ 
mission) to South Africa. A.s Ave all know he took a prominent ])art and 
a great interest in all matters connected with education in Bengal aiuh 
generally siieaking, the education of Indians. He was also a Substitute 
Delegate to the Assembly of the League of Nations in 1930 ; and he was 
for several years the Prc‘sident of the Incorporated Society of Law, .(Cal¬ 
cutta. 

Sir I have yet to mention another name, that of Lala Fakir Chand, 
who was a Member of this House and whom I had the honour of knowing 
personally, haAdng met him often outside the House ; and I think T am 
voicing the opinion of everybody here when I say that he always showed 
himself to be A^ery frank in discussing the points he wanted to make 
against us, and he tried always to hear Avhat we had to say against his 
views. Now, Sir, it is indeed sad that he is the fifth Member — and 
I thiuk I am right in saying that he is the fifth Member of this House 
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who has died untimely. Sir, I request jmii that the families of all these 
gentlemen may be informed through you of our sense of sorrow and loss 
at their untimely deaths. 

Mr. Bhulabhai J. Desai (Leader of the Opposition) : Sir, it is a 
melancholy thing, on the eve of the opening of the present Session, that 
the Leader of the House should ha\.' had lo meniion and convey to 
the House tlie regretful ne\\.s of the deaths of somti of our immediate 
colleagues as well as of some of those who were tlui predecessors in this 
Assembly. 

With reference to Sir Hasil Blackett, a tragic accident brought 
to an end one of the most eminent careei's in the history of men v/ho hpe 
occupied such positions as he did. Sir, 1 had not the honour of having 
a personal acquaintance with Sir Basil Blackett, but, nonetheless, during 
the course of many controversies over tinaiicial matters that interested 
this country, I was able to perceive the clarity of mind and steadfast— 
as far as in him lay—n»aintenance of the point of view of India’s credit 
and strength. Sir," lie established some conventions, which I hope and 
trust will not die with him, uotwithstaiuliuir his oflfieial retirement from 
here and his physical death from tli(» world now ; and I have not tlic 
smallest doubt that those conventions will continue to be obeyed and 
honoured in the s])irit in which they were framed. Sir, T associate myself 
with the loss of that great man. 

Tli(» next person we have to mourn Is Sir Deva Prasad Sarvadhikary, 
who died full of years and also full of honours and whom I had the 
occasion to know, mainly on account of the profession to which he 
belonged. I knew him as an educationist, but undoubtedly more so as tlie 
President of the Ineorpoi’atc'd Law Society of the Calcutta High Court, 
lie was one of those who led a deputation with a desire that the different 
High Courts of India should cultivate a genuine, cordial, brotherly 
relationsliii) of lawyers of all branches, and, among those who formed the 
dei)utation from his province to ours, we had great pleasure in having had 
the benefits of all his experience in the purpose of framing some of our 
rules on the Original Side of the High Court, but more so, on the broader 
aspects of the expeditious disposal of cases. 

As regards Lain Fakir Chaud, he was a gentleman of whom I 

cannot speak in terms adequate to this occasion because I deem it a 

personal loss. Ho was physically aud mentally what he looked—a genuine 
stalwart in the maintenance of the traditions of the nationally-minded 
Members of this House. He alwa^’s stood square and solid, and it is 
almost difficult to believe that he Ls not present here today. Ills 
reliability and loyalty were qualities which might be envied in any part of 
the House, and I am quite certain, they would receive unstinted recogni¬ 
tion from any man to whichever side he belonged, as a man he dis- 

tingiiislied himself by the part he played primarily in his profession of 
law, and, later on, in the public life which he represented here. 

I join. Sir, with my Honourable friend. Sir Nripendra Sircar, in the 
tribute that he has paid to the departed who were associated with this 
Assembly in carrying on the great work of the legislation of this country. 

Hr. Abdul Ifatin Ohaudhury (Assam : Muhammadan) : Sir, on 
b^alf of my friends of the Independent Party, I desire to associate our¬ 
selves with the motion of condolence which has been moved by the Honour¬ 
able the Leader of the House. 

LiesiiAD 
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[Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury.] 

Sir l^asil Blackett, who.se accidental death we mourn today, was one 
of the most distinguished Finance Members that we have had in recent 
years. His achievement as a Finance Member has been quite remarkable. 
It was during his tenure of ofiice that the cotton excise duty was abolished. 
It was due to his able management of finance that the provincial contribu¬ 
tions were wiped out and lie introduced many a reform in the financial 
administration of the country. The R-eserve Bank Bill which he sponsored 
in this House was a more liberal measure than the one which we recently 
enacted. 1 had the privilege of serving under him as a member of the 
Public Account Committee of which he was an ideal and impartial chair¬ 
man. He always welcomed searching scrutin}" of accounts by the non¬ 
official Members and I am glad to notice that this tradition is being 
followed by his successors, lie had numerous friends among the non-official 
Members of this House and we send our sincere condolences to Lady 
Blackett in her bereavement. 

As regards Sir Dcva Prasad Sarvadhikary, he was a member of one 
of the most highly cultured families of Bengal, and members of his family 
have distinguished themselves in many walks of public life. Sir Deva 
Prasad Sarvadhikary was a Viced'hancellor of the Calcutta University. 
He held moderate views in ])olitics and I think he was more an educationist 
than a politician. He was one of those distinguished and illustrious sons 
of Bengal wdiose name and fame for scholarship travelled far beyond the 
confines of the province and Bengal today is poorer intellectually by the 
loss of one of her eminent sons. 

Lala Fakir Chand was a new' Member of this Assembly. He was a 
Member of this Assembly only for one Session but during that Session he 
endeared himself to every sectioji of the House by his sweet disposition and 
his charming manners. He was a very proniiiie?it member of the Bar and 
the speeches that he made showed evidence of his great legal knowledge. 

Now, Sir, before I sit down, wdth your permission, I would like to make 
reference to the death of another Member of this House wdio w’as a member 
of our Party, the late Haji Abdulla Haji Qasim. llaji Abdulla Haji 
Qasim w'as a distinguished leader of Malabar. Before he came to thL-> 
Assembly, he w'as a Member of the Ijocal Council. He w'as returned to the 
Local Ch)uncil from the landowners constituency of Malabar—a joint 
electorate constituency—by an overwdielming majority. That shows, Sir, 
his popularity wdth every section of the population. He w'as a very 
philanlhropically-mlnded man and in his own area in Malabar he started 
schools and dispensaries at his own expense. In the Assembly, he was a 
member of our Party in tliose days when we counted only eight members. 
He used to talie very keen interest in advancing the cause of his consti¬ 
tuency and I still remember how assiduously he tried to persuade the Rail¬ 
way Member to sanction a railway line through his constituency. Ilis 
charity made no distinction betw'een Hindus and Mussalmans or any other 
caste and I am told that when he died more Hindus followed the funeral 
bier than the Mussalmans. He was a very loving friend and, though he 
ceased to be a Member of the Assembly long long ago, every year on the Id 
day I used to receive Id greetings from him conveying his good wishes to us. 
I would request you, Sir, to convey to the members of his bereaved family 
a message of condolence from the Members of this House. 
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Sardar Sant Singh (West Punjab : Sikh) : Sir, on behalf of the 
Members of the Nationalist Party I Avish to associate myself with all tlie 
sentiments that have been exiiressecl by the Leader of the llouse, the Leader 
of the Opposition and other speakers about Sir Basil Blackett, Sir Deva 
Prasad ^arvadhikary, llaji Abdulla Ilaji Qasim and Lala F’akir Chand. 

Sir Basil Blaekell was one of those well-kiKAvn Finance Members of 
iliis House whose achievements we are reading every day whenever finan¬ 
cial discussions come up in ibis House. I had not the iirivilege of personal 
acquaintaiic^' with the lirst three jj^entlemeii Inil I'rom wh it I hc»ar about 
llieiu they were the s(»ns of India of whom i^verv Indian should be proud. 
As r">:ar,h Lala Fakir Fhand. he was with us oiil> for a very short lime— 
only durine* one Session—but he made himself veiy popular with all classes 
aiui witli all sections of this House, ilis career at the Bur was a very 
distinj^uislied one and the number of resoluiions that have been passed 
by tbe Bar Associations of the various districts and other social and ])oIi- 
tical bodies goes to show the amount of ])opuiarity that he enjoyed in his 
own province. Our J^arty lia-s particularly lost a trusted Member and a 
distinguished law3"er whose advice the Party always Followed with respi‘ct. 
I request you, Sir, to kindly convey the message of condolence from our 
Party to his bereaved family. 

Mr. 6. Morgan (Bengal : European) ; Sir, on beiialf of the 
European Oroup, I wi*-]! to associate myself with the resolution of eon- 
dolenee moved by the Lea<ler of the llouse on the death of four distinguish¬ 
ed Jlemhers of this Honourable House. 

Sir Basil Blackett is too well-known, or, I should say, was too well- 
known, to need any Avords from me as to his distinguished activities, llis 
tragic and untimely death lias taken away a member from financial 
circles wliicli Avill be very dillieult to replace at this time. lie was a very 
successful Finance Menihcr of the (joveniment of India ; he was also ;i 
Gov(»rnor of the Bank of England ami a Director of many large Associa¬ 
tions and Corporations at Home. The Honourabb' the Leader of the 
House has given a more detailed list of his activities and accomiilishments 
and it is not necessary for me to say more on behalf of the European 
Group than this that aat associate ourselves with cverytlnna’ that has fallen 
from the Honourable Members who preceded me. 

Sir, Sir Dewa Prasad Sarvadhikary was a personal friend of mine, and 
I deplore his death very much. As my Honourable friend, IMr. Abdul 
Matin Chaudbury, said, he was more of an educationalist than a politician. 
He and T Avere members of tbe (Calcutta Corporation for some years, and 
I found his advice on mcany matters most invaluable. His is a very great 
loss indeed to the eommunily on that side of India. 

Lala Fakir Chand Avas a distinguished pleader in tlie Punjab. 
Though I cannot claim to have had any close acquaintance with him, I 
think my Honourable friend, Sardar Saut Singh, has said all that is 
necessary to say. In regard to Haji Abdulla llaji Qasim, I am afraid I 
cannot claim having had any personal acquaintance with him, but I should 
like to associate the European Group with all that has been said by Honour¬ 
able Members. I would ask yon, Sir, to forward to the members of the 
bereaved families our deepest sympathy in their bereavement. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi (Dacca cum Mymensingh : Muhammadan} 
Rural) : Sir, in the sad and tragic end of Sir Basil Blackett, I mourn the 
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loss of a dear personal friend, a great financier and a sincere well- 
wisher of India. 

Sir llasil Blackett, as the Finance Member of the Viceroy's Execu¬ 
tive Council, was ceilainly the centre of a great deal of controversy, as 
every person, having strong opinions, is bound to have, but, notwith- 
slandini? the same, liis personal popularity with (he Members of this 
ilouse as well as Ihe Indian business world outside grev; iroin more to 
more as they recogniseil his sincerity of })urpose and the vaiiu* of his 
achievements, lie displayed considerable independence of judgment in 
matters (»f i)ui)lie fnmiice, and his vdahn to rank as Swarajist in matters 
fmaiK’ial was well-rounded because of his determination to make India 
the ditdator of hei* o\v'n liiiaiuc. The sei)aration of railway finance from 
the general budget w.is one ot liis best achievennnits. The education of 
the staiuling L'onnnlttecs ol! the House in their powers was also anotlier 
acliicvement ol* great importance. His sympathy wdfli the political 
as[)iratio?is (U* fndia was well-known and was expressed 4n()re than once 
on the floor of this House, iliis sym[)atby he carried to his new* spheres 
of activity in the Hnited Kingdom. In his deatli the otlier day under 
tragie eircumsianees, India, determined to win seir-rule, has lost one of her 
distingnisbed ^iip[)oj‘<<’rs and iliose of ns wlio had Ihe privilege of knowing 
him intimately a personal Friend of great charm. 

Sir, ouj* deep syrnpalby goes to the desolate widow, Lady Blackett. 
No words of oui’s, no human sympathy can console tier in her afflietion, but, 
when she will know tlial tiiis lloii^e mourns her husband’s loss where he had 
been at one time such a popular and prominent figure, it will undoubtedly 
lighten the burden of her intense grief. 

Sir, in the death of Sir lleva Prasad Sarvadhikary, I have lost another 
personal and dear ('Id Friend. We have known each other for very many 
years. Ilis Fath(‘r wos one, of the distinguished (locators in Bengal who was 
our family physician. His zeal for temperance movement was well- 
known. Ikuigal has lost in his dr^atli one of her noble sous who had 
througliont w^orked aiid dedicated his life for the benefit and uplift of the 
province. 

In the death of Lala h’akir Chand, we have lost one of our sitting 
colleagues. When I first made hi.s acquaintance in this House, I fell what 
charming manners he had. 

I have not had the honour of knowing Haji Abdulla Ilaji Qasim, but 
from what I heard from the Deputy Leader of the Independent Party, 1 
have no hesitation to associate myself with all that he has said about the 
late Mr. Jlaji Abdulla Ilaji Qasim. 

With these words, I associate myself with what has fallen from the 
Honourable the Leader of the House and with other Honourable Members 
who have just spoken. 

Mr, Lalchand Navalrai (Sind : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, Lala 
Fakir Chand was my personal friend. During the short interval he was 
a IVIember of this Assembly, he showed himself to be very obliging and 
social. In a short time, he made friends with me, and I am sorry to see 
that I do not see him in the House today. ' Lala Fakir Chand made him¬ 
self popular during the brief stay in the House. I pay tribute to his 
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memory, not only because he was my personal friend in the House, but 
also because he belonged to the same profession to which I have the honour 
to belong. In the House he sliowed himself to be very proficient in sub¬ 
jects relating to law. I express my full sympathy with his bereaved 
family. 

As regards llie other three Members, 1 express the same feelings of 
sympathy witli their families. 1 did not know personally Sir Basil 
Blackett, but from the records he left behind of his work in the Assembly, 
I can s,ay he was a very liard ^^orked ^lember and was a very able man* 
We are, therefore, sorry to lose him. As regards the other two Members, 
1 associate with what has fallen from the lips of otlier Honourable Mem¬ 
bers, and 1 would recpiest the (‘hair to convey our sympathies to the 
bereaved fnnilies. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I have just to say one word, 
and, that is, 7 wisli to associate myself entirely with what has fallen from 
my Honourable friend, Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhiiry, as regards the late 
Haji Abdulla llaji (jasim. 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta (Chittagong and llajshahi Divisions : 
Non-iluliammadau Uural) : My Honourable friend, Sardar Sant Singh, 
has already spokeii ui behalf of the Congress-Nationalist Party, and, 
tlierefore, I should not be justified in speaking again for that Party, 
but, at the same time, 1 Feci that 1 would be failing in my duty if I did 
not say a word or two about Sir Deva Prasad Sarvadhikary, coming as I 
do from Bengal. Sir, 1 had the pleasure and honour of working with him 
as a colleague in the I>engal legislative (^oiineil in the pre-reform days. 
Whenever he took pari in the debates of the House, the whole House 
listened to him with great attenlioii and respect. He was a great leader 
of men, and, altlioiigh I did not belong to tl^' same school with him in 
politics, 1 liail tlie highest res[»eet for his character, for his courage of 
conviction and for his honesty of j)urpose. His death will certainly be 
a great loss to Bengal, and, for the matter of that, to India. 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdnr Rahim) : It will he my 
mournful duly to convey the sense of loss of this House whieb has been! 
expressed by the Leader of the House, the Leader of the Opposition and 
the other Honourable Members, to the bereaved members of the families 
of the dc(*easod gentlemen. Sir Basil Blackett, Sir Deva Pj*asad Sarvaclhi- 
kary, Lala Pakir Chand and Haji Abdulla Haji Qasini. It lias also 
been lu-onght to my notice that another gentleman died recently who 
was a Member of this House, Mr. Sesha Ayjmngar of Madras. At almost 
every Session, this House has to mourn the loss of some IMember or other, 
and, oil this occasion, we mourn the loss of no less than five gentlemen 
who Averc Members of this House at one time or another, including one 
sitting Member. 

I do not desire to add anything to what has already been said 
regarding Haji Abdulla Haji (jasim by the Honourable Members who 
knew him. 

As rcgai'ds Sir Basil Blackett, bis distinguished career as an exponent 
of finance is well !^nown, and his unfortunate death at an age when he 
w'as still capable of rendering great services to his nation is mourned by 
every one who knew I)im or was acquainted with the work that lie did. 

Sir Deva Prasad Sarvadhikary I knew very well. He belonged to 
a distinguished family which produced men who rendered considerable 
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public service in Bengal. Sir Deva Prasad Sarvadhikary himself devoted 
his whole lii'etinie to public service in addition to the duties he had to 
discharge in his professional capacity, and, I am sure, his death will be 
specially mourned by Bengal. 

Lala Fakir Chand was a sitting Member, and, as lias been stated by 
the Leader ol the House, during the short time he was a JMembor of this 
House, he eonimaudetl the respect of the House by his moderation, and, 
at the same time, by tlie frank manner in which lie dealt with the questions 
tliat caoie up here. 

As I said before, it will bo my dutj’ to communicate to the bereaved 
members of ilie families of these gentlemen tlie sineerc '!ondoIene,es of this 
House. 


QUKyTlONB AM) AXSWKUS. 

CoNiiraoN OK Potato-Groavbhs in StNO. 

1. *8ir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah; Will Government be 
pleased to state ; 

(«) if they have received a repre.seiiialion from the yiiid Provincial 
Co-operative Bank, inviting attention to the condition of 
potato-groAvers in Sind, and praying for certain relii*f for 
this industry in that proA’iuec ; and 
(b) if so. A\hat action they liaA’e taken (,r propose to take in the 
matter ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (ti) Yes, Sir. 

fb) GoA'crnment wei'c unable to agree to the proposals m.ide by the 
Bank. 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah : Will the Honourable Mt'mber 
state the reasons ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The reason was 
that tbe reunest preferred by tin* bank was not found ro be supported 
by the merits. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Has the Agricultural Department in Sind 
taken any intei'esf in pot ato-groAving ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : It is for the Agri¬ 
cultural Deiiartmcnt in Sind to say. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Has the Ilononrablo Member no information 
about that ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I am afraid I have 
nothing to add to what I have stated. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : What are the reasons for not adding f 
(Laughter) 

CONSTBUCTION OK A B.ATLWAY LtNE BETWEEN .ToiU TN THE DaHTT DISTRICT 
AND OTHER PLACES TN SlND. 

2. *Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah: Will Government be 
pleased to .state : 

(a) if there is any project for the construction of a railway line 
between Johi in the Dadu District in Sind and other places 
in Sind : 
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(b) if SO, whether that project is to be taken in hand and if so, 

Avhen ; and 

(c) if the reply to part (a) be in the nej^ative, whether (Sovernment 

are prepared to consider the advisability oi* sneh a project ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) No. 

(6) Does not arise. 

(c) This suggestion has already been examined and it Ijas been found 
that Ihe projcet i.s not Iil:<*ly Td be i eanntt'i ativi. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Does the Honourable Membt r remember 
having givdi us an assurance that, after the publication of the Stubbs 
Report, ihe people of Sind will be given an opportunity of expressing their 
views ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : I do not remember that I gave an assurance about 
this particular case ; I thought it was the Bombay-Sind connection. 
Init Ihe pi oi)le of Sind have still an opportunity of having their say. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : To the Railway Board ov to whom ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : To the Government of India. 


Permits for Mo'I’or TBi\NsroRT ueiwken DiniiiA Dun Rau way Station 

AND Ml ShOORlE. 


3. *Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi : (a) Will Government be 
plcaMd to slate wlu'ther it is a fa(‘1 that in j)revioiis years permits to 
the agents of various motor agencies, to visit the Dohra Dun Uaihva> 
Station at the lime of trains, were granle<l for llie wliole year ? 

{h) L'. it a fact tli.jf this year the periiiils to such agents have been 
grante(i for one month only, «iiid that one company has been given tw’O 
permits instead of one ? 


(c) II the answer to part (&) be in the negative, will Government 
be pleased lo stab^ the r'\a,soiis on account <*f which tliis change has been 
made and imdVreiitial treatment given to one company 

(d) Tl the answer to part (6) be in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to .slate wlieflno* re|)n sn: tat ions from oMam companies, or 
individuals, have l)ecn r«'ceived against Vw gr ait of this pr neivntial treat¬ 
ment and ofTei-ing to work on the same tene.s a.s tIa)SO offered by the 
Gwalior Motor Transport (Company ? 


(e) Has it been brought to the notice of Government that the creation 
of monopoly for motor transport hetw. <-1 tin* Dchra Dim Railway Station 
and i\Iiissooric will tak(* a-W’ay Ihe advanlag. s of h'\*dtliv r(;nipe^i^:on from 
the travelling public, and will be prejudicial to tlie large number of 
agencies and individuals working in Dohra Dun and IHu^soorie ? 

(/) Are Government prepared to consider these suggestions and drop 
the proposal of giving the monopolv or ‘ the most favoured treatment ’ to 
the Gwalior and Northern India Motor Transport Company ? 

(g) Has there been any correspondence regarding the grant of 
monopoly between Government and the Gwalior and Northern India 
Motor Transport Company ? 

(h) Tf the answer to part (g) be in the affirmative, will Government 
please lay that correspondence on the table of this House ? 

(i) Tf Government have decided upon the creation of monopoly, will 
they please state whether the right of such monopoly will be given by 
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inviting tenders or some other: method ? If the latter, will Government 
please state what that method is ? 

Mr. P. E. Ban : (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c)- The Agent, East Indian llailway, states that as negotia¬ 
tions Avere in progress for the introduction of a co-ordinated rail and 
road service between Delira Dun and Mussoorie, it was considered 
advisHl)ll^ pending eoinpletion of tlie negotiations, to issue monthly 
permits im.K^ad of yearly ones. A second permit was given to one 
Company through a misunderstanding and was withdeawji ten days 
latei*. 

(d) A re[)resentation was received by the Administration From one 
Company. 

(r) »'.)id (/). TJiere is no question of creating a monopoly. All that 
the East Indian Railway Administration did was to arrange with one 
conqiany for direct booking between Mussoorie and all railway stations. 
This was doJU' wdtli tlie approval of the Local Government and was intended 
to promot(' liie eonvenionce of passengers wlio wislieil to avail themselves 
of il. Tlie Railway Administration's enquiries showed that there were no 
other conceriis of snffieient standing with whom they could consider entering 
intf) negtdiaiions. There is nothing in the prjoposed arrangement wdiich 
prt'eliides passengers, who do not wish to book througii, from availing 
theiiiselvcs of the services [)r()vided by other Transport Conij^anies who will 
be given similar faeilitii'lsi for parking their vehicles in the station area. 
icj) No. 

{h) Does not arise. 

(i) As 1 have already explained, the Railway have not granted a 
monopoly nor are they in a position to do so. 

Restrktions on the iMporiT OK Indian Goods into Italy. 

4. ^lULr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : (a) Will Government 
state whetl'.ei* they have been earrving on negotiations witli the Govern¬ 
ment of Italy Avith r(*s|)e< 1 to the restrietions on the imimrt of Indian 
goods into tlieir country 7 

(1)^ Are Ooveioiiaent enrryinir on tliese imgotiatious directly or 
thrcaigli Gr'vit l>ritai?i 7 

(r) Are Gove'*nmenl oAAare of the Anglo-ltalian Pact, in which the 
Government of Italy liaA^e conceded that 80 per cent, of the Pritish goods 
AAull be allowed into Italy ? 

(d) At what slatre are the negotiations betAveen the Indian Govern¬ 
ment and the Italian Gov’crnment ? 

(e) What are the results of the negotiations? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafriillah Khan : (a), (6), (d) and 
(e). Whion the Government of India learnt of the new import regime 
im])Osed in February last by the Government of Italy against imports 
of all origins into Italy, they made immediate representations through 
His Majesty Government asking that the restrictions thereby imposed 
should be relaxed so far as Indian goods were concerned, pending the 
completion of the negotiations for a trade agreement which Avere then 
under conTeraplation. It has not been possible to secure an assurance 
of tlie nature asked for from the Italian Government, but the Honour¬ 
able Member Avill see from the Monthly Accounts of Sea-borne Trade of 
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India that India’s expojrt tnade to Italy has not been scrionsly ^ected. 
The Government of India continue, however, to watch the situation and 
will lose 110 opportunity of making further representations when such 
can usefully be made. 

(c) Yes, Sir. 

Prof. N. O. Banga : Through which officer of the Government of 
India have they made these representations to the Governuieut of 
Italy ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The Commerce 

Department. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Ai'e negotiations going on between this Gov¬ 
ernment and the Government of Italy, direct f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I should like to 
know whal the significance of “ direct ” is. 

Mr. S Satyamurti : Direct means direct, and not through Downing 
Sli’cei 

The Honotirable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; Not through 
Downing Street. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; May I know at what stage negotiations are 
standing now at this moment so far as the Honourable Member’s 
knowledge goes t 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafmllah Khan : [ have already ex¬ 
plained in my reply that the negotiations are not proceeding, because 
the a.sNiiranees asked for were not forthcoming from the. Italian Gov¬ 
ernment. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Has the matter been dropped sinee the negotia¬ 
tions have failed and have the Government of India accepted the defeat ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; The matter has 
not been dropped, but the negotiations are not for the moment pro¬ 
ceeding. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : At what stage, therefore, are the negotiations 
standing ? In a state of suspended animation 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; I have already 
expl.oined the situation. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar ; Hefcrence has been made to a 
pending trade agreement with Italy : may I know what is that trade 
agreement ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; I have made no 
reference to a pending trade agreement with Italy. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : In the reply, there is a reference 
to a pending trade agreement. 

(No answer was given.) 

Imports prom India banned by Roumani.a. 

5. *Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar: (a) Will Government 
state whether they are aware that Roumania has banned all imports from 
India t 

(6) What is the cause of this ban ? 

(c) Have Government been negotiating with the Government of 
Roumania ? 
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(d) What are the results of the negotiations ? 

(e) In ease Roiiuiania does not agree to remove the ban on Indian 
goods, are Government ])repnred fo put a similar ban on imports of 
Roumanian goods jnlo India I 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zofrullah Khan : (a) and (b). 

Restrietions wej'e reeently imposed by the Roumanian Government on 
the im])ort of Indian goods into Roiimanin under the im])ression tliat the 
balanee of trade between the two countries was in favour of India. 

(e) and (d). On representations being made to tlie Roumanian 
Oovcrniiipnl that the balance of trade was not in India’s favour that 
Government liave since ptTinitted the issue of import licences for goods 
e(>ming from India. 

{() Does not arise. 

Mr. S. Sntyamurti : On what basis are these licences for imports 
issued ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : i:n<ler these import 
licences. India is getting linn'.stricted exports into Roiimania. The 
question, therefore, does not arise. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is the meaning of this statement that 
licences are being issued ! 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Roumania has 
introduced a system by which imports into Rournaiiia from other countries 
must he made under import lieenees. Import licences had been refused 
in the ease of India exeei)t to a very small extent : but, on representations 
being made, fiulian exports into Roumania have been permitted on the 
original basis. 

Countries with jianneo or K!.\-,TRn ibj) Ivpoins buom India. 

6. *Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar : (a) Will Government 

state uIlia'll conulries have td^her han’.ed or restricted imporis irom India 1 

(h) Wliat are the for shell bans and resirictions ? 

(r) Have GovernnuMit been negotiating with any of tli .e comdries 
for the removal of the«e bans and restrictions ? 

(J) What nr*- the result'^ of these negotiations ^ 

(c) In ease tlvvse countries do not agree to remove the.se bans and 
restrictions on Indian goods, an* Government ])repared to restrict the 
imports of goods from tliose countries into India ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : {a) Several 

foieigu countric's liave introdiieiTl restrictive measures against imports of 
various kind^i from other countries. These measures are not directed 
specifically against India but apply generally to all countries. The more 
irnporlnnt countries from the point of view of India’s export trade which 
have imposed such restrictions are Germany, Italy, Turkey and Iran. 

(b) The restrictions have, generally speaking, been imposed by those 
countries for the purpose of safeguarding their industrial and monetary 
interests. 
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(c) Kepresentations have been made in respect of India’s trade rela¬ 
tions with Italy, Turkey and Iran. 

(d) As I'egards Italy, I would invite the Honourable Member’s atten¬ 
tion to the reply given by me today to his starred question No. 4. Nego¬ 
tiations witli regard to Turkey and Iran are still in progress. 

(e) The question is engaging the attention of the Government of 
India and such action as may be found necessary and desirable will be 
taken to safeguard India’s export trade with the countries in question. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chetty : Is it a fact that the guiding 
principle of these restrictions is that India is not taking the exported 
articles from those countries 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : India is buying 

exported articles from lliose count lies. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chetty : In regard to the restrictions 
imposed by several foreign countries, is it or is it not a fact that the 
guiding iirinciple of these restrictions is that India is not buying their 
manufactured goods ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have already 
rejdied to that ([ueslion : India is buying from them. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti ; Have Government examined the question 
whether 11u?se bans and restrictions are due, wholly or partially, to the 
Ottawa prefereuces ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Government are 
of the view that that implication is not justified. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What are the reasons of the Government, and 
what is tlie expert advice on which Government have come to that 
conclusion ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Government have 
taken no exi>ert advice, but have examined the course of trade between 
those countries and India and have come to the conclusion that the 
present state of aifairs is due to the difficulties of those countries them¬ 
selves with regard to their trade and monetary position and is not due 
to the Ottawa Agreement. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti *. What is the reason as to why Government have 
come to the conclusion that, in spite of the Imperial Preference given 
to British and British Empire goods, as against these countries’ goods, 
still that preference has not been, in part at least, responsible for these 
bans ami restrictions ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; That is a matter 
of opinion, but the examination of this question by the Government of 
India leads them to the conclusion that it is not due to the operation of 
Imperial Preferences. 

Dr. N. B. Khare : Is it not a fact that these bans were imposed 
only after the imposition of the Ottawa Agreement ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : That involves a 
comparison of dates which Honourable Members can very well make 
for themselves. 
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Seth Govind Das : Do Government not think it proper to have this 
matter examined with the help of expert advisers ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Government 
always consider these questions with such advice as may be necessary 
with rcrcrence to each question as it arises. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : What is the percentage loss of export trade 
after all these restrictions Averc imposed ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I am afraid I 
could not say ofTlinnd. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; With reference to clause (e), may I know if 
the Government propose to take the ameliorative action Avliich this ques¬ 
tion asks ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : As I have already 
said, Government have the position under examination. With regard 
to some countries, action lias already been taken : with regard to some, 
negotiations are going on ; and, with regard to others, such action as 
will be justified Avill be taken Avhen the time comes. 

Prof. N. G, Ranga : With regard to these representations, have 
Government made them only through correspondence or have they 
sent any of their special representatives to carry on these negotiations 
with other countries ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; No special repre¬ 
sentatives have been sent to carry on these negotiations. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : Ts it not a fact that every other country sends 
representatives in similar circumstances to other countries ? And, if 
so, does it stand to reason that the Government of India should do the 
same ? 

The Honourable Sir Muliammad Zafrullah Khan : I am not uAvare 
of that. 

Dr. T. S. S. Rajan ; May I know where tlie negotiations with 
Germany stand at present ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; I have not said 
that we are carrying on any negotiations with Germany. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra : May I know whether these bans 
were imposed after the Ottawa Agreement ? 

Tho Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have already 
replied to that. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra : What are those countries which 
have imposed these bans and restrictions with which the Government of 
India are not carrying on any negotiations at all ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : That is perfectly 
clear from the replies that I have given. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar : Why have no negotiations 
been opened with Germany, when negotiations are carried on with 
other countries t 
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The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Government con¬ 
sider that the stage has not yet arrived when it would be useful to open 
these negotiations with Germany. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : When do you think it will 
come ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : 1 could not 
answer that question. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra : I simply wanted to know whether 
these bans were imposed as a matter of sequence after the conclusion 
of the Ottawa Agreement. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have answered 
that question already. 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : Have these countries imposed bans on 
other countries besides India V 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Yes. 

Tkanseers of British Officers in the Remount Department. 

7. *Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kami : (a) Is it a fact that in the 
Remount Department there are some British ohicers who have been posted 
to one station continuously for four years and more i 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state the names of those officers, 
and the reason why the officers have not been transferred after the period 
of four years ? Js not the posting of those officers at one ])lace for such a 
long lime against paragraph ;J6 of the Regulations for the Army in India ? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
under that Regulation, all military troop.s and officers are bound to be 
transferred from one station to another after the period of four years, and 
if so, why the Rmnount Department does not comply with the Regulation ? 

(rl) Do Government propose to take action under that Regulation and 
transfer those officers who have been posted to one station for more than 
four years ? , 

(e) Is it a fact that there are several superior employees, such as 
head clerks, godown-overseers, and A. F. Os. who have not been transferred 
from one place to another for more than twelve years ? 

Mr. O. R. P. Tottenham : (a) Yes, there are three. 

(b) to (e). The rule quoted by the Honourable Member applies to 
staff offictrs only. There are no definite rules to governing the postings 
of depajdmental personnel, but the Honourable Member can rest assured 
that the military authorities are fully aware of the dangers as well as tin* 
advantages of keeping their servants for considerable periods in one 
place. 


Restriction of Imports into India. 

8. *Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar ; (a) Will Government 
state whether they are aware : 

(0 that the figures for exports and imports of India for the year 
1933 are 135 crores and 132 crores, respectively, and that the 
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figures for exports and imports for the year 1934 are 149 
crores and 115 crores, respectively, and that the balances of 
trade in our favour are only three crores and 34 crores 
respectively for the years 1933 and 1934 ; 

(H) that about 40 crores of rupees are being spent by the Govern¬ 
ment of India every year in England ; and 

(in) that, besides these, there is an invisible drain from this country 
by way of moneys sent by European officers and trade con¬ 
cerns t 

(b) Have Goverjiinent made any attempts to stop this drain ? If so, 
what 1 

(c) Are Government aware that countries similarly situated, are 
seeking to set right their balance of trade by restricting imports from 
other countries t 

(d) Are Government prepared to consider the advisability of restrict¬ 
ing imports into this country ? If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : (a) (i). Yes. 

(ii) About 35 crores. 

(m) A certaiji amount of money is remitted by European officers and 
li’cide coneorns but no reliable figures are available. 

(b) It is true that at present the balance of trade in merchandise is 
not snflicient to meet items (n) and (fit) above, and that a portion is met 
bv sales: of gold 1 have explained fully to the House my views about 
I he ex])ort of gold in my speech introducing the Budget for 1935-36 and 
in my reply to Ihe general discussion on the Budget. 

(r) and (d). I am a^vare that some eountries have tried to sot right 
Iheir balance of tradt* by restricting imports, but there is ample evidence 
to show that by doing so they have increaserl their own difficulties as well 
n< rhe difn^uillies of other countries. T would invite the attention of tJie 
H(/rourabIo ■Member in this connection to the Review of World Trade, 
1934, iniblished by ll-e League of Nations, a copy of which is in the 
Inbiary of the Legislature. * 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Since the last Budget speech, 
^ has the Honourable Member reviewed the position and 

found whether further export of gold is for the best 
interests of India ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I am constantly reviewing the 
position. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Is the Honourable Member 
going to be of the same opinion until the last piece of gold is exported 
from India f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : 1 never said anything of the 

sort. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar ; What steps do Government 
propose to take to stop the further export of gold from India 1 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I have already answered that 
question. 
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Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know whether the Honourable the 
Finance Member is considerii^ the question of the reduction or aboli¬ 
tion of sterling? loans, by raising loans here, so as to partially at least 
reduce the drain of wealth from this country ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I think it is safe to say that 
whenever it is advantageous to do so, other things being equal, I should 
always prefer to raise money here rather than in London. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : To pay off the sterling loans ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : That can only be done on 
maturity and it is considered in connection with each individual 
malar I ly. 

Money sent out of India and Moneys stent jn England by the 
Government of India. 

[). ’^'Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : Will Government state : 

(а) the amounts of money sent out of this country by 

European officers receiving salaries in this country during 
the years 1928-29 and 1934-35 ; 

(б) the amounts of profits sent by British and other foreign com- 

]ianies trading in India, outsicie the country during the years 
1928-29 and 1934-35 ; and 

(c) the total amount of moneys spent by Government (including 
Ihc Army expenditure, etc.) in England and other foreign 
countries during the years 1928-29 and 1934-35 i 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : (a) and (i). No reliable figures 
are available. 

' (r) The figures for expenditure in England for 1928-29 are given 

in the Finance and Revenue Ae(*ounts for that year, copies of which are 
in llie Library of the House. Final figures for 1934-35 are not yet avail¬ 
able. The revised estimate for that year is given in the budget papers 
circulated to the Honourable Members. The figures of expenditure in 
foreign countries are not separately shown. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : Can the Honourable Member 

give us approximate figures ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : The Honourable Member had 

better refer to the documents I have mentioned. 

Mr, B. Das ; With reference to part (6) of the question, if the 
Honourable Member does not know what amount of money foreign com¬ 
panies are sending out, how does he assess his income-tax on them 1 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : 1 think he should address that 
question to the representative of the Income-tax Department. 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : I think the answer to that question is, we do not 
assess in India on the amount of income which persons export, but on 
the total amount of their earnings. 

Mr, B. Das : So no party escapes you. 
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Imobease in the Import Duties on Paddy and Food Stuffs imported 

FROM India into Ceylon. 

10. ’‘'Mr. T. 8. Avinashilingam Ohettiar : (a) Are Governmexit 
aware : 

(i) that the Ceylon Government have recently increased the import 

duties on paddy and food stuffs, such as egj?s, vegetables and 
ghee, imported from India into Ceylon ; and 

(ii) whether copra from Ceylon is being given a preferential treats 

iQent in India ? 

(6) Have Government opened up any negotiations Avith a view to( 
getting preference for the import of Indian goods into Ceylon ? 

(r) What is the result of the negotiations ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Ceylon Government have refused to give 
preference to Indian articles, and if so, are Government prepared to con¬ 
sider the advisability of withdrawing the preference that is being given 
to copra from Ceylon ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; (a) (i). The 
Ceylon Government have recently, increased the import duties on certain 
food stuffs such as eggs, vegetables and ghee. There has been no increase 
in the duty on paddy. 

{ii) Yes. 

(h) The Government of India have been in communication with the 
Government of Ceylon on the subject of the grant of preferences to 
Indian goods on import into Ceylon. 

(c) and (d). The negotiations have not yet been concluded. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : With reference to the answer given to part 
(ii) of the question, are Government aware that there is a considerable 
amount of distress prevailing in Malabar and other parts of India as a 
result of the dumping of Ceylonese copra into this country ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Without admit¬ 
ting dll the implications contained in the question, I can state that re¬ 
presentations have been received to that effect. 

Prof. N. Q. Banga : Are the Government of India aware of the fact 
that the preferential treatment given to Ceylonese copra is also one of 
the contributory factors for the distress of copra growers in this 
country ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah ELhan : That may be 
true. 

Prof. N. O. Ranga : In view of that position, are the Government of 
India prepared to review the position in regard to the preferential 
treatment given to Ceylonese copra ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : As I have said, 
the G(»vernment of India are in communication with the Government 
of Ceylon. 

Prof. N. G. Banga : How long have the Government of India been 
iu communication with the Ceylonese Government over this question I 
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The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I cannot say that 
off hand. 

Pi’of. N. Cl. Banga : Is it not a fact that, during the last Budget 
Session, we wore told again and again that the Government of India 
were in communication with the Government of Ceylon, and yet how 
is it that nothing has been done so far ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : That is a con* 
elusion to be drawn by the Honourable Member. 

Dr. T. S. S. Bajan : Are Government aware that dried fish from 
Malabar is liable to an import duty in Ceylon ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I am afraid I 
could not amswer that without notice. 

Commission op Enquiry to sbtti.b the Bubma-Yunnan Fbontibb. 

11. ’■‘Mr. T. S. Avinashilingiam Ohettiar ; (a) Will Govemmenti 
state whether it is true that notes have been exchanged between the 
Chinese and the British Governments to appoint a Commission of Enquiry 
to settle the Burma-Yunnan frontier ? 

(6) Who will be the members of the Commission of Enquiry t 

(c) Will the Burman and the Indian Governments and the Legis¬ 
latures be consulted before a final conclusion is come to ? 

Mr. J. O. Acheson : (a) and (6). Yes. I invite the Honourable 
Member’s attention to the Press Communique published by the Govern¬ 
ment of India on the 12th July, 1935. 

(c) Both the Government of India and the Government of Burmn 
have been consulted at all stages by His Majesty’s Government. The 
Government of India are associated with the latter in an Agreement 
already reached with the Chinese Government by an Exchange of Notes, 
the texts of which have been published by the Government of India in 
their Press Communique, dated the 18th April, 1935, for the appointment 
of a Joint Boundary Commission with a Neutral Chairman, and will be 
consulted in regard to any points which may be left outstanding by the 
Commission and forming the subject of further negotiations with the 
(’hinese Government. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : What is the answer to part (o) of the question 

—w’ill the Burman and Indian Legislatures be consulted, before final 

conclusions are reached 1 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : I regret I have nothing to add to what I have 
already said. 

Kc. 8. 8atyainnrti : There is no answer to that. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; The Honour¬ 

able Member said that he w'as not prepared to give any further infor¬ 
mation. 

Mr. J. O. Acheson : I think I have already sufiiciently answered 
this question. 

Mr. 8. 8atyainurti : The Honourable Member has not answered my 
question. 
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SfEOOTIATIONS WiTH THE PrINCBS IN REGARD TO THE CoMING FEDERATION. 

12. *Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : (a) Will Oovernment 
state whether Governmerit are carrying on any negotiations with the 
Princes in regard to the coming Federation / 

(b) If so, what are the results of these negotiations * 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : (a) Not at present. 

{b) Does nut arise. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Have the Goveruiuent of India no inforniatioii 
about the visit of Mr. Moncktoii who is carrying on negotiations on 
behalf of Hyderabad and various other Indian States i 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : 1 am not prepared to answer 
that cpiesiion. If the question hi, are we carrying on negoti.itions, the 
answ'er is, no, wo are not carrying on any negotiations. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : I am asking whether the Goverimionc of India 
are aware that negotiations are being caiTied on, through Mr. Moncktou f 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : We are not carrying on iiego- 
tions through anybody, whether through Mr. Moncktou or Mr. Foxtoii. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Have the Government of India any knowledge 
of the meeting of the Indian Princes in Jiombay, to present Sample 
Instruments of Accession to Ilis Majesty’s Government and ask for their 
opinion, and then decide whether or not to join the Foileration / 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I submit, ISir, that is not a 
supjdemcnlary (question. Tin question is whether wo are caii'ying on 
any negotiations, and the reply is No ”. 

Dr. N. B. Khare : Have you (inishcl negotiatioiid i 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : You cannot finsli a thing 
which is not begun. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : ("an the Honourable Member tell me if the 
"Government of India have no knowledge of llie fact tliat the Secretary 
of State has been carrying on these negotiations ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : If my Honourable friend is 
really curious about it, 1 would ask him to put down a question. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai ; I think I should make myself clear. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : If the Honourable Member 
will put down a question, I shall try to answer it. I have not come pre¬ 
pared to answer it now. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : Does the Honourable the Law Membei* say that 
Government never began any negotiations with the Indian Princes on 
this point ? Did the Honourable Member say that you cannot finish a 
thing that never began ? I ask whether negotiations really never 
began ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : If my Honourable frien<^ 
will look at tlie form of the question, he will see it is stated heVc 
“ whether Government are carrying on any negotiations with the 
Princes and the reply is, as I have said, there are no negotiations 
going on at present. 
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Mr. Sri Prakasa : 1 am referring to the Honourable Member’s 
reply to the supplementary question that was asked. 

Mr. President (Tlie Honourable Sir Abdur liahim) : The Honour¬ 
able Member has said that no negotiations are being carried on. 

Indian Ammy Cadets and Reeramintj of the List of Martial Classes. 

13. ’^Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Has the attention of Government 
been drawn to the views of the London Times correspondent, republished 
iu the Sind Observer of Karachi, dated the 17th April, 1935, under the 
heading ‘ Praise lor Indian Army Cadets ’ 1 

(h) Do Government propose to revise the policy of considering only 
some Indian castes to be fighting people ? If so, do Government propose 
to reframe the list of martial classes in India 1 If not, why not ? 

Mr. Q. R. F. Tottenham : (a) Yes. 

(6) There is no list of ‘ martial ’ cla.sses. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : What is a fact. Sir. wliether, in jiractice, 
people are taken from non-martial classes or from all classes ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : 1 have often answered that question in 
this House. We recruit for the army those jicojile whom we consider 
are likely to make the best soldiers. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra : Did the Honourable Member say 
that there is no scope in the army for non-martial classes f 

Mr. O. R. F. Tottenham : I did not say that. 

Pandit Lakshmi EAnta Maitra ; May I know if a revision of the 
martial classes is made from time to time, and is there any revision list ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : Every now and then we stop recruiting 
from classes from whom we have recruited in the past. We do not 
revise Ihc lisi of martial classes, because there is no such list. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra : Are the lists of particular martial 
classes revised or not, and at what intervals are they revised ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : 1 say there is no such list. According to 
our experience of the results we get, we may from time to t'me alter 
the cla,sses w'c recruit from, but there is no fixed interval at which that 
is done, nor are there any rules on the subject. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra : May I know when the revision was 
last made ? 

Mr. G. B. F. Tottenham : There is no such revision. 

Mr. Sri Prakaga : Is there any discrimination about castes by birth, 
either for or against T 

Mr. O. R. F. Tottenham : No. 

(Captain Sardar Bher Muhammad Shan : Is there any list maintaijcf 
ed in the Army Headquairters of martial classes t 

Mr. O. R. F. Tottenham : There ie no list of martial classes. I have 
said that about four times. 
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Modification in the Cardwell System. 

14. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Are Government aware that 
officers in India nre now emphatic in saying that the Cardwell system 
has become a dangcrons anaclironisni in its present form and that they 
ask for its mod ifical ion ? 

(b) Do Covernment propose to take any step in this direction ? If 
so, what ? If not, why not 1 

Mr. O. R. P. Tottenham : (a) and (&). No. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know if, when the selection takes 
place lor tJio Dchra I)nn Academy, discrimination is being made between 
martial classes and non-martifil classes ? 

Mr. O. R. F. Tottenham : That has nothing whatever to do with the 
present question. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : The first part of the question says that offi¬ 
cers in India are now emphatic in saying that the Cardwell s>'stem has 
beconuj a dangerous anachronism, and my query is whether this affects 
the recruitment to the Dehra Dun Academy or not. 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham ; The Cardwell system has nothing wliat- 
ever to ilo with the Indian Military Academy. 

Amendment of Section 61 of the Indian Income-tax Act. 

15. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state what steps they have taken towards amending section 61 of the 
Income-tax Act XT of 1922 by restricting the sco])e of the section regard¬ 
ing represcidation by persons on behalf of the assesseos ? 

(b) Do Govcnimcrit remember that year before last when the Income- 
tax Act was being amended, the amendment of this section was under 
contemplation but Sir George Sehuster, the then Finanee Member, kept 
it in abeyance for further consideration V 

(c) Are Government aware that tlie wide scope of the section is doing 
a great disservice to the assevsseos and the public ? 

(d) What materials and opinions have Government collected since 
the last amendment of the Income-tax Act with respect to the amendment 
of this section f Will Government be pleased to place them on the 
table t 

(e) When do Government propose to amend this section ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : (a), (6) and (d), A clause proposing the amend¬ 
ment of section 61 of the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922, was included in 
the Bill which passed into law as the Indian Income-tax (Second Amend¬ 
ment) Act, 1930, The clause was deleted by the Select Committee with 
the recommendation that tJie various suggestions made in that Committee 
should he further considered by Government and that definite, proposals 
should be formulated thereon and circulated for opinion before legislation 
wa^ undertaken. The Government of India accepted this recommenda¬ 
tion and circulated revised proposals to Local Governments in April. 1930. 
Admass of widely divergent opinions was received and the GovernniW. of 
India after considering these opinions decided to'leave the subject dn 
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abeyance. The correspondence on this circular reference amounts to 100 
printed foolscap pages and it would be inconvenient to place it on the table 
of the House ; but I wUl, if desired, have a copy of the correspondence 
placed in the Library. 

(c) This is a matter upon which opinion is divided. 

(e) Tam unable to make any statement in answer to this part of the 
question. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai ; I am thankful to the Honourable Member 
for oUering to keep a copy of the correspondence in the Library, but I 
should like to know from him, if the (piestiou i.s .still in abeyance, Avhen 
it is going to be decided. 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : The question will be <lecided when it is called out 
of abeyance. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : When will it be called out of abeyance f 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : I am not able to say. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Will it be in the near future or after ten 
years ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : I am unable to say. 

Assessment of Inc’omes of Small Income-tax Payers in Sind. 

16. "’Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state in how many cases in Sind the Income-tax officers in their respective 
district served notices under sub-clau.se {2) of section 22 of the Income-tax 
Act of 1922, in respect of the small income-tax payers under Rs. 2,000 
during the years 1933-34 and 1934-.S.5 ? 

(A) In bow many ea.ses did the same Income-tax officers dispose of the 
cases of the small income-tax payers in each district in Sind by making 
summary assessment of incomes, during the aforesaid years ? 

(c) In how many cases in the respective beats of the said Income-tax 
officers did the asse.ssee.s apply for cancellation or revision of their assess¬ 
ments consequent on summary procedure, and in how many cases were 
they cancelled or revised to any extent ? 

(d) In how many cases did the assessees of such income-tax file 
a return of tlieir income under sub-section {2) of section 22 of the Income- 
tax Act, and in how many cases ivere such returns accepted wholly or 
partially t 

(e) How much time was usually given to the assessees of the afore¬ 
said small income-tax for payment of their income-tax after notices of 
dem.nnd were served on them ? 

(/) Will Government be pleased to state if there happened any cases 
during the aforesaid two years in Sind in each district where the escaped 
assessment of previous years was reassessed and collected ? If so, in how 
mhny gases f 

. . Mr A. H. Ll9y4 '> parts of (c) and (J).' 'A 

sta.tement giving -^e squired information is laid .on the table. * 
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(c) and (d), secwid part. The information asked for is not on 
record and could be compiled only at an expenditure of time and labour 
that -would not be justified by the value of the results. 

(«) One month. 

(/) As regards tlie first part the answer is in the affirmative. As 
regards the second part, the answer is the same as that to the second parts 
of (c) and (d). 


SiaUmenL 


1 

1 

1 

ClKCt.B. ' 

i 

1 

No. of notices 
issued under 
section 22 (2). 

1 

1 

No. of cases dis- | 
posed of by mak¬ 
ing summary 
AssesRinents. 

No. of oasos in 
which assessees 
applied for can- 
cdlationor re¬ 
vision. 

No. of cases in 
which suob asses- 
secs filed returns 
of income under 
section 22 (2). 

1 


2 

3 


4 


6 



1933-34. 

1934-3.5. 

19.33.34. 

193^1-35. 

1933-34. 

193'l-35. 

1933-34. 

1034-36. 

KAraohi A Division 

.•500 

642 

51 

i 

43 

27 

29 

13 

8 

Karachi B Division 

312 

.368 

i •• 






Temporary Tncomc-tn \ Officer 

7C8 

1 1,555 

! 1,825 

• 

1,5.54 

1,177 

1.032 

1.108 

913 

Hyderabad 

752 

1.069 

615 

212 

241 

10 

241 

lO 

Sttklnir 

! 484 

806 

.351 

143 

159 

93 

148 

83 

Sfaikarpur 

1 

838 

082 

064 

409 

408 

293 

! 345 

1 

263 

Larkana 

! 1,108 

1,364 

366 

13 

265 

6 

j 249 

5 

Thar Parkar 

: 1,000 

787 

78 

1 181 

33 

34 

j 33 

34 

Total 

j 5,758 

7.273 

3,950 

2,665 

j 2,310 

1,501 

2,137 

1,316 


Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know then that there were no cases 
where the escaped as.sessment of previous years was re-assessed and 
collected, as stated in part (f) of the question ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : I said that the answer to the first part of that 
question was in the affirmative. 

Income derived prom Small Income-tax and Expenditure incurred in 

ITS Collection in Sind. 

17. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Will Government be pleased to 
state how much income was derived in Sind from the small income-tax 
under Bs. 2.000, during the years 1933-34 and 1934-35 and how much was 
the expenditure incurred by Government in recovering the same t 
Mr. A. H. Lloyd : A statement is laid on the table. 

Statement. 

Bevenue. EapeoditBis* 

Bb. Bb. 

MSM* . 1,98.107 88,871 

1984-36 . 1 . 70,474 83,880 
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Production of Books and Beoistbrs by Income-tax Assessees in Sind 

AND Fixation of Minimum and Maximum Time Limit for the Payment 

op Income-tax. 

18. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Will Oovernment be pleased to 

slate if it is a fact that in Sind the Income-tax officers invariably issue 
orders under section 23, clause 2, requiring the assessees to produce their 
books to support their returns ? If so, why is that practice followed 
in every case ? [f not, will Government be pleased to state in how many 
eases in each district of Sind the respective Income-tax officers did not 
call for and examine books of account during the year 1934-35 ? 

(b) Is it a fact that often times the Ineoni(?-tax Department requires 
the production of books and registers, w'hich are not maintained by the 
assessees, and the Income-tax officers make that failure an excuse to make 
final assessment under section 23, clause 4, of the Income-tax Act ? If 
so, do Government propose to issue directions in order to checkmate such 
a procedure 1 

(c) Are there any orders of the Central Board of Revenue, fixing 
a reasonable time for payment of income-tax after a demand notice is 
served ¥ If not. do Government propose to fix the minimum and the 
maximum lime limit for making such payments ? Is it a fact that there 
is no uniform system in all Income-tax offices 1 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : (a) The answer to the first part is in the negative. 
As regards the last part, a statement giving the required information is 
laid on the table. 

(b) The answer to the first part is in the negative. The second 
part does not arise. 

(c) The reply to the first part is in the affirmative. The second 
part, therefore, does not arise. With regard to the third part, the 
orders of the Central Board of Revenue to which I have referred are 
applicable to all income-tax offices. 


Statement, 


District. 

Total number 
of returns 
filed. 

No. of cases in 
which accounts 
were not called fbr. 

1. Karachi 

7,663 

2,732 

2. Hyderabad 

2,747 

298 

3. Sokkur 

1,338 

290 

4. Shikaipur 

2,524 

384 

5. Larkana 

1,431 

146 

6. Dadu 

867 

116 

7. Nawabsha 

740 

139 

8. Karachi and Thar Parkar Dutriots 

1,527 

40 

Total 

1 ( 

18327 

4,144 
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Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : With regard to clause (a) of the question, 
if I heard the Honourable Member aright, he said that the answer 'was in 
the negative, that is to say, that books were not invariably sent for. May 
I tell him that when returns are given, the books are being sent for 
invariably 1 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : I (lid not say that they were never sent for. [ said 
they were not invariably sent for. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Whal 1 want to know is this. Is it a fact 
or not that even when returns are given by respectable people and are 
verified, tlu ir books are sent for. and it is only in very rare cases that 
they are not sent for ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : When tile Honourable Member sees the stale- 
mem which I will lay on the table, I think, he will see that the expres¬ 
sion “ ^evy rare cases ” is incorrect. It is, however, true that in many 
cases when a return has been submitted, the accounts are sent for. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : If the Honourable Member has got hgures 
for Sind, he will be in a position to know that what T am saying is 
correct. 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd ; May 1 again suggest that the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber should see the statement that 1 am laying on the table which gives 
the figures '! 

Transfer of Cases from one Income-tax Offk^er to another in the 

Bombay Presidency. 

19. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
stale if there have arisen any cases in the Bombay Presidency where 
assessees having been dissatisfied on account of prejudice or bias of the 
Income-tax oflieers, applied for transfer of their cases from one Income-tax 
officer to another ? If so, how many such cases occurred in the Bombay 
Prosideiiey during the last three years, and how were they disposed of 1 

{h) Is there any praetier' or orders, allowing transfer of cases on the 
aforesaid grounds ’ IT so. whal are they ? If not, do Government pro¬ 
pose to make such orders ? 

Mr, A. H. Lloyd ; (a) Yes, but it is not possible to stato the exact 
number ot fcucli cases as no record is k^pt. I understand, however, that 
there were abonl half a dozen eases during the last three years and the 
request for transfer was not granted in any of them as it was found on 
enquiry not to be .iiistifiable. 

(b) Yes. under section .'r (4) of the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922, 
a Commissioner of Income-tax is authorised to appoint Income-tax 
Officers to perform their function.s in respect of such persons as he may 
direct. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Has the Honourable Member sent for those 
cases and satisfied himself ? 

Mr. A. H. Uoyd : No. Sir. 

Pbbfobmance of Mabbiaoks by the People op Sind in the Khairpue 

Sta te to evade Pro-sboutions itnder the Child Marriage Restrain 

Act. • 

2Q. '"Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will Qovemment be pleased to 
state if the Sarda Act (Restraint of Marriage Act) is being broken by 
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T^l<^iaTl British subjects by perfonnin^ illegal marriages in the Indian 
States t 

(6) Are Government aware that Sind people go to perform such 
marriages in ‘ Khairpur State ’ and come back to Sind to live with 
impunity ? 

(c) If the answer to part (6) is in the affirmative, what steps do 
Governnient propose to take in this direction to stop such breaches of the 
Sarda Act being committed by people hopping over the British boundaries 
into the Indian States in India and into the neighbouring foreign States ! 

The Honourable Sir Henry Graik : (a) Government are aware that 
residents of British India have performed marriages, which if performed 
in Biiiish India would have been punishable under the Act -n Indian States 
and elsewhere outside British India. 

(/») Yes. 

(c) The Honourable Member has already given notice of his inten¬ 
tion to move for leave to introduce a Bill on the subject, and Government 
will have an opportunity of stating their attitude in the matter when 
that Bill comes up for consideration. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : If the Honourable Member means that this 
practice is to go on until that Bill is passed by the House, does he know 
that it is eau.sing injury to the public ? Why should not Indian States 
co-o[)erate wdth us just as we are co-operating with them, and see that 
such marriages are not allowed to be performed ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Graik : In a large number of States, 
there is an Act on the lines of, or similar to, the Sarda Act, and, as regards 
the other States, 1 do not see that Government have any ground for inter¬ 
fering in a matter of purely internal administration. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai ; Will Government advise the Khairpnr State 
not to make money out of this business by taking hundred rupees a 
marriage and allowing marriages to be performed there ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Graik : I am very doubtful whether that 
is a cjuestion that ought to be asked under Rule 33, proviso (2). 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask whether Government propose them¬ 
selves to take any action to remove this evil ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Graik : Legislative action ? 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : Yes. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Graik : No, Sir. 

Mr, N. M. Joshi : May I ask whether Government will publish a 
renort regarding the extent of this evil ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Graik : I will consider that. 

’ Mr. B. Das : Will Government prohibit such Indian States as do 
not observe the provisions of the Sarda Act, from joining the Federa¬ 
tion t 

The Honourable Sir Henry Graik : That does not arise. 

- Df. T: S. 8. Bajan : Are Government aware that many Government 
servants are liable under the Act, and they escape it by going and per- 
foranittgimarriages in the Indian States near by'? ' 

The Honourable Sir Henry Graik : I am not aware of that, Sir. 
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Dr, O. V. Deshmukh : May I know whether the Government of 
India mean to take this Act seriously ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : They take all Acts seriously. 

Prof. N. G. Banga : Will Government make represeutations to 
the Indian States where these illegal maniages are being performed and 
see that they are prevented ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I have already answered that. 

Dr. T. S. S. Bajan : Will Government take any notice of the action 
of their servants who violate the law by migrating into the States ni^ar 
by, if such action was brought to the notice of the Government of 
India f 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I think the Honourable Member 
is aware that under the Act criminal prosecutions can be launched only 
on complaint by an interested person. 

Dr. T. S. S. Bajan : Will they take any departmental action ? 

Bfr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Next question. 

Khewra Salt Mine Settlement. 

21. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state when the Khewra Salt ^line settlement was started ? 

(h) What was the establishment all told at the beginning, and what 
is it now. and what is its cost ? 

(e) How much was the initial capital expense and how much has been 
spent since then on the buildings, mining and machinery t 

(d) What is it.s recurring expense every year f 

(e) What has been its produce of salt every year ? How much 
salt was sold and at what rate ? 

if) Is it a profitable coneorn ? If not, why is it continued to he 
run ? 

BC". A. H. Lloyd : (a) The administration of the Kliewra salt mine 

was taken over by the llritish Government in 1849. 

(h) Government have no information as to what was the establish¬ 
ment in the beginning. A statement (A) showing the establishment and 
its cost in 19.34-33 is placed on the table. 

(c) No information is available in regard to the initial c'apital ex¬ 
penditure, but the accounts of the Northern India Salt Revenue Depart¬ 
ment were commercialised on the 1st April, 1924, and capital expenditure 
on buildings, works, plant and machinery, roads, bridges and land at 
Khewra incurred up to that date amounted to Rs. 10,85,419-12-6. Expen¬ 
diture incurred subsequently up to 31st March, 1985, is Rs. 17,87,248-3-9. 

(d) Separate figures for Khewra are available only from 1927-28. 
A statement (B) giving the recurring expenditure of the working of the 
mine and depdt at Khewra is laid on the table. This exdudes capital 
charges, interest and depreciation paid on the assets, pendonary charges, 
etc. 

(e) The informatiim is given in statement (C) which is placed cn 
the table. 
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(/) The answer to the first part is in the affirmative ; the second 
part does not arise. 

A 


Statement showing the eatahlishment of the North'^rti Iniin Salt Revenue Department at 
Khewra during 1934-35 and its cost. 


Designation. 

Number. 

1 

i 

Annual cost. 

' 

1 

1 

Rs. A. P. 

Cleneral Manager 

i 1 

15,600 0 0 

Assistant Commissioner 

2 

22,276 8 0 

Superintendents . • 

2 

6,420 9 0 

Superintending Engineer .. 

1 

11,898 6 0 

Assistant Surgeon 

1 

3,068 12 0 

Deputy Superintendent 

r 



Inspectors 

9 



Mine Overseers .. .. .. .. .. 

2 



Survey Coolies 

2 


18,511 12 0 

Tracers 

1 



Kotegasht 

1 



ElMtrio Overseer 




Clerks 

38 

40,211 6 0 

Construction Overseer 

1 

1,980 0 0 

Operators 

3 

889 0 0 

Power House Superintendent .. , i 

1 

2,232 9 0 

Inferior establishment . i 

90* 

19,898 7 0 

Storekeeper and Assistant Storekeeper 

2 

1,942 12 0 

I^Oremen 

1 

2,036 0 0 

Compounder 






3 

1,166 7 0 

Midwife 




Total 

•• 

1,51,120 7 0 
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Preventive Staff. 


Designation. 

Number. 

Annual cost. 

Superintendent .. 

1 


860 0 0 

Deputy Superintendent 

r 



Inspectors 

3 


0,366 15 0 

Kotegasht 

7^ 



Inferior establishment 

206 


46,627 14 0 

Total 

• • 


66,844 13 0 

Grand Total 

•• 


2,06,966 4 0 


B. 

Statement ehowivg recurring expendUure at Khewra from 1927-28. 


Year. 


Expenditufe* 


Bs. 


1027-28 

11,04,612 

1028-29 

10,11,378 

1029-30 

9,63,796 

1030-31 

0,66,079 

1031-32 

9,11,370 

1932-33 

8,77,289 

1033-34 

8,984(26 

1034-35 

7,34,436 
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c. 

statement shewing the salt produced and sold at the Khetora Mine every year during the period 

from mO-51 to 1934^35. 





Quantity of 

Quantity of 

Selling ) 



Year. 


salt 

salt 1 

price per ; 

Kemarks. 




produced. 

sold. 

1 

maund. 



1 


2 

3 

^ i 

6 




Maunds. 

Maunds. 

Rs. A. P. 


1860.61 




4,64,624 



1861.62 




3,98,416 



1862.63 




6,81,991 



1863.64 




6,46,690 



1864.56 



• • 

7,61,236 


There is no separate 

1865.66 



* * 

7,21,189 


information regarding the 
production of salt during 

1836.67 




6,66,499 


these years, but in para¬ 
graph 86 on page 177 of 
the Annual Administra- 

1867.68 




6,62,592 






tion Report of this De- 

1868.59 




7,21,181 


partment for 1866-70 it 
is mentioned that pro- 

1869.80 




7,67,016 


duotion in 20 years pre¬ 
vious to 1870 was a little 

1860.61 




9,16,106 


over 164} lakhs of 
>> maunds. 

1861.62 




7,60,491 



1862.63 




7,36,136 



1863.64 




8,29,123 



1864.65 

1865.66 




8,86,330 


The information regard¬ 
ing the selling prices of 




8,92,333 


these years is not avail¬ 
able. 


1866.67 




9,72,417 



1867.67 




9,46,863 



1868.69 




9,63,480 



1869.70 




11,36,969 



1870-71 

■I 






1871-72 

y • 

• • 




* No definite information 

J 





for these years is avail¬ 
able. 


1872-73 

• • 

• • 

10,86,140 

10,08,140 

1 

Information regarding sell¬ 







ing price during thin 
year not available. 

1873-74 

• • 

• • 

12,43,600 

11,41,886 

o 

o 


1974-75 

• • 


10,40,766 

11,36,391 

.. .I 
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Year. 


Quantity of 
salt 

produced. 

Quantity of 
salt 
sold. 

Selling 
price per 
maund. 

Remarks. 



1 


2 

3 

. 


4 


5 





Maunds. 

Maunds, 

Ks. 

A. 

p. 



1876-76 



10.97.668 

10,93.452 

0 

1 

0 



1876-77 



12.03,052 

11,43,923 

0 

1 

0 



1877-78 



11,17,817 

11,86,831 

0 

1 

0 



1878-79 



14,04,087 

13,04.392 

0 

1 

0 



1979-80 



1.3,67,120 

13,28,212 

0 

1 

0 



1880-81 



12,05,065 

12,7.3,767 

0 

1 

0 



1881-82 



17,78,267 

12,00,917 

0 

1 

0 



1882-83 



19,72.355 

13,98.283 

0 

0 

9 



1883-84 



14,44,512 

13,32,064 

0 

0 

9 



1884-85 



10,50,-150 

13,88,513 

0 

0 

9 



188j-86 



11,07,135 

]4,.56.177 

0 

0 

0 



1886-87 



10,0.3,731 

15,73,364 

0 

0 

9 



1887-88 



11,52,298 j 

15,69,949 

0 

0 

9 



1888-89 



19,00,675 j 

17,46,566 

0 

0 

9 



1889-90 



14,37,091 

20,00,097 

0 

0 

9 



1890-91 


• • 

20,49.782 

17,47,2.50 

0 

1 

0 

9 



1891-92 



19,95,627 

18.4.>,-J42 

j 0 

0 

9 

1 


1892-93 



18,02,348 

19,46,227 j 

! 0 

0 

0 



1893-94 



18,19,233 

18,93,27.5 j 

0 

0 

9 



1894-96 



17,19,269 

16,56,027 

0 

0 

9 



1895-96 


• • 

18,82,229 

19,40 640 

i 0 

1 

0 

9 



1896-97 



18,36,868 

18,40,229 

0 

0 

9 



1897-98 



19,57,792 

19,75,769 

0 

0 

9 



1898-99 



18..36,104 

20,21,712 

0 

0 

0 



1899-00 



23,36,138 

21,21,743 

0 

0 

9 



1900-91 



21,23,285 

21,75,463 

0 

0 

9 



1901-02 



21,.57,115 

■ 21,57,468 

0 

0 

9 



1902-03 



22.57,421 

22,86,446 

0 

0 

9 



1903-04 



1 20,83,149 

23,42,865 

0 

0 

9- 
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1 

Year. 

Quantity of 
salt 

produoed. 

Quantity of 
salt 
sold. 

Selling 
price per 
maund. 

Remarks. 


1 

2 

3 

4 


6 



Maunds. 

Maunds. 

Rs. 

A. 

p. 


1904-05 


26,40,002 

21,24,420 

0 

0 

9 


1905-06 


23,08,285 

24,57,665 

0 

1 

0 


1006 07 


23,97,59 S 

21,40,849 

0 

1 

0 


1907-08 


23,73,197 

26,06,260 

0 

1 

0 


1908-09 


26,74,390 

27,38,998 

0 

1 

0 


1909-10 


29,62,002 

28,04.701 

0 

1 

0 


1910-11 


26,82,204 

28,38,786 

0 

1 

0 

Up to 30th June 1910 and 
then Re. 0-1-1. 

1011-12 


31,49,797 

30.02,541 

0 

1 

1 


1912-13 


31,99,403 

30,79,106 

0 

1 

2 


1913-14 


34,27,928 

31,06,613 

0 

1 

2 


1914-15 


33,87,488 

37,65,134 

0 

1 

2 

Up to 31st October 1914 
and Re. 0-1-6 from Isi 
November 1914. 

1916-16 


35,82,169 

35,73,288 

0 

1 

6 


1916-17 


39,54,616 

55,01,883 

0 

1 

6 


1917-18 


32,77,660 

32,52,746 

0 

1 

6 


1918-19 


41,89,859 

43,62,012 

0 

1 

6 


1919-20 


38,27,658 

39,00,120 

0 

1 

6 

Up to 14th June 1919 and 
then Re. 0-2-04 

1920-21 


36,02,330 

33,00,654 

0 

2 

0 

From Ist Maroh 1921 the 
price was raised to 
Re. 0-3-0. 

1921-22 


30,29,792 

28,89,212 

0 

3 

0 


1922-23 


39,41,934 

38,40,329 

0 

3 

0 


1923-24 


13,28,608 

13,00,177 

0 

3 

0 


1924-26 


36,98,389 

38,54,328 

0 

3 

0 


1926-26 


20,14,260 

21,42,351 

0 

3 

0 


1926-27 


27,66,606 

28,41,606 

0 

3 

0 

Up to 19th February 1917 
and then Re. 0-3-6. 

1927-28 


26,95,776 

27,68,436 

0 

3 

6 


1928-29 


30,66,478 

30,81,818 

0 

3 

6 
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Year. 

Quantity of 
salt 

produced. 

Quantity of 
salt 
sold. 

Selling 

maunS? 

Remarks. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 


Maunds. 

Maunds. 

Rs. A. P. 


1929-30 .. 

29,90 078 

29,92,600 

0 3 6 

Up to 14th July 1929 and 
then Re. 0-4-6. 

1930-31 .. 

28,23.799 

27,.56,619 

0 4 6 


1931-32 .. 

29,12,902 

29,08,104 

0 4 6 


1932-33 .. 

29,92,952 

29,91,760 

0 4 6 


1933-34 .. 

28,75,661 

29,06,531 

0 4 6 


1934-35 .. 

30,53,5.54 

30,12,838 

0 4 6 



N.B .—Tho selling price as shown in column 4 above excludes duty levied by Government. 


Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May T know from the Honourable Member 
if this concern is very pi-ofitable or it makes only a small profit over and 
above the expenditure 1 

Mr. A. H. Uoyd ; It is not the ix)licy of Government to make large 
profits from their salt concerns. The general policy of Government is 
to sell salt at cost price. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : In view of the fact that the people round 
about this Khewra factory are suffering on account of the salt water 
going to their lands, will not the Government stop this concern altogether, 
especially as they are not making large profits ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : T do not think that question arises, though I do 
not admit the truth of the statement upon which it is based. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : The Honourable Member knows about it. 

Lapsing op Postal Cash Certipicates. 

22. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state how many Postal Cash Certificates, and of what value, have lapsed 
to Government in all the Post Officer in Sind during the last ten years 
owing to the owners not having claimed the money after due date, prob¬ 
ably through ignorance ? 

(&) What steps were taken to trace out the owners in order to return 
the amounts to them after the due date ? 

(r) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement show¬ 
ing the cause in each case for appropriating the amounts of the Cash 
Certificates so lapsed ? 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : (a) and (c). As stated in the 
answers given by me on the 6th of August, 1934, to question No. 402 by 
Bhai Parma Nand, and to a supplementary question by the Honourable 
Member himself, Post Office Cash Certificates do not lapse to Govern-' 
ment. 
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(6) Special notices were issued to investors throughout India, 

as a result a number of outstanding cash certificates which have 
completed ten years have been discharged. 

Connection op Chittoob with a Tbonk Telephone Line. 

23. *W:. M. Ananthasaywam Ayyangar: (a) Are Government 

aware that in the Madras Presidency, Chittoor which is the headquarter^ 
of a District, is not connected with a trunk telephone line ? _ , 

(b) Do Government propose to connect the same ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell: (a) Yes. 

(6) There has been .so far no demand from the public of Chittoor 
for a local telephone system and trunk facilities. The question is being 
investigated and if a sufficient number of applications for telephones 
is received the facility will be provided. 

Grant op Concession Rates op Postage on Printed Marriage Invitation 

Cards. 

24. ’■‘Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar ; (a) Are Government 
aware that during the fixed seasons in the year (i.e., the middle of January 
to the middle of July) a large number of marriage invitation cards and 
letters are sent by jmst ? 

(i) Are Government aware that printed invitation letters sent in 
open covers as packet post are charged like book packets, i.e., nine pies 
per packet ? 

(c) Are Government prepared to give similar concession rates of 
postage for printed marriage invitation cards at half anna per card ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchdl : (a) and (b). Yes. 

(c) No. 

Contemplated Creation op a Post op Assistant Director op Posts and 

Teij-igraphs and Retrenchment in the Posts and Telegraphs 

Department. 

25. “^Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : (a) Is it a fact that 
Goverament contemplate creating a post of Assistant Director of Posts 
and Telegraphs f 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state the necessity for ci'cating 
such an office and its probable expenditure per ftTiniiin f 

(c) Tlas any retrenchment been effected in the personnel of the 
subordinate staff in the Posts and Telegraphs Department as a measure of 
economy, and was it effected in the year 1934-35 t 

(d) Is any retrenchment in the staff contemplated to be carried opt 
during the year 1935-36 T 

(c) What are the probable savings expected per year owing to the 
proposed retrenchment t 

The Honoura.ble Mr. D. G. Mitchell: (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

103LAD of 
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(c) Yes. 

(d) The special retrenchment concessions have been withdrawn 
since the beginning of the present financial year and it is not under 
contemplation to eifeet any extensive retrenchment in the staff of the 
department during the year 1935-36. Increases or decreases in the num¬ 
ber of staff employed by the department in accordance with the varia¬ 
tions in the volume of traffic handled are normal features of the 
administration. When a reduction in establishment has to be effected 
this is carried out as far as possible by utilising vacancies which occur 
in the ordinary course by deaths, retirements, resignations or dismissals. 

(e) It is not possible to make any estimate of the probable savings 
due to reduction in staff. 

Bbduction in the Price of Silver and Increase in the Balance of Trade 

jN favour of India. 

26. *Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : (a) Are Government 
aware that the United States of America is steadily purchasing silver 
and the price of silver has gone up t 

(&) Do Government propose to take any further steps to reduce the 
price of silver in India t 

(c) What is the balance of trade regarding private merchandise during 
the year 1934-35 1 

(d) Do Government propose to take any steps, and if so what, to 
increase tlie balance of trade in favour of India ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : (a) I am aware that the United 
States of America have made considerable purchases of silver and I am 
aware that there have been eomsiderable fluctuations of price. 

(b) The only recent action of Government which has had any con¬ 
ceivable connection with the price of silver was the reduction of the 
import duty in April. This was taken purely on revenue grounds. 

(c) The figures are given in the monthly Accounts relating to the 
Sea-Borne Trade and Navigation of British India for March, 193.5, copies 
of which are in the Library of the House. 

(d) Government have taken and will take whatever steps are both 
practicable and economically .sound to this end. But no substantial 
advance is possible unless concerted action is taken by the principal 
countries of the world for currency stabilization and removal of trade 
restrictions. 

Mr. B. Das : Is the Honourable the Finance Member aware that the 
American policy of purchase of silver has increased the gambling pro¬ 
pensities of the Bombay bullion exchange market and has brought 
disaster to many brokers, and will Government give some subsidy to 
such brokers 1 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : The answer to the first part of 
the question is in the affirmative. The answer to the second part is a 
very decided “ No ”. 
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Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Is it a fact that large quanti¬ 
ties of silver were sold by Government and thus reduced the price of 
silver ? 

The Honourable Sir James Qrigg : That does not arise. 

Control over the Aqra Canal. 

27. *Mr. Sham Lai: (a) Is it a fact that the Agra Canal has no 
claim to a share of the Jumna supplies and its existence has not been 
recognised by the Punjab Government ? If so, why f 

(Z*) Is it a fact that Jumna supplies at Tajawala are under the 
control of the Punjab Government, and the Punjab Government take no 
interest in the irrigation of the Gurgaon District 1 

(c) Is it a fact that the supplies in the Agra Canal are very irregular, 
as they are solely dependent on whether there is surplus water in the 
United Provinces Canals 1 

(d) Is it a fact that the Punjab Government collects the abiana 
from the Gurgaon cultivators on the Agra Canal, and credit it to the 
United Provinces, while the question of remission in case of crop failure 
is solely controlled by the United Provinces Government ? What is the 
reason for this dual system ? 

(e) Is it a fact that water rates were increased in the Agra Canal 
in the Gurgaon District (Punjab) and not in the United Provinces 
Districts in 1930 ? If so, why ? 

(/) Is it a fact that water rates charged on the main crops, cane, 
cotton and wheat on the Agra Canal in the Gurgaon District are higher 
than tlioso charged in the United Provinces or on the Western Jumna 
Canal in the Punjab ? If so, why ? 

The Honourable BUr. D. G. Mitchell : The information has been 
called for and a rcplj' will he placed on the table of the House iu clue 
course. 


Refresher Course at Kot Lakhpat. 

28. *Mr. Sham Lai: (a) Is it a fact that Refresher Course at Kot 
Lakhpat does not result in forfeiture of one’s appointment, as per Agent, 
North Western Railway’s report, dated the 18th July, 1934 ? If so, will 
Government be pleased to state if the Commercial staff discharged in 1930 
on account of failing in Refresher Course will be recalled t If so, when, 
and if not, why not f 

(h) if they are treated as incompetent, do the local authorities make 
any effort to provide them with equivalent posts, as required by the 
North Western Railway subsidiary rule laid down in the North Western 
Railway Weekly Gazette No. 25 of the 23rd June, 1930, page 565 f 

Bfr. P. B. Ran : The Agent, North Western Railway, reports that 
failure to pass a refresher course in the ease of pehnanent employees 
does not involve discharge. As regards the commercial staff discharged 
in 1930, the railway administration do not propose either to recall them or 
to provide them with equivalent posts as these men were temporary and 
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their retention was dependent on their successfully passing the course in 
question. The subsidiary rule is, for the same reason, not applicable in 
their case. 


Circulation op Counterfeit Coins in India. 

29. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (g) Will Government be pleased to 
state whether their attention has been drawn to a letter of the Karachi 
Indian Mcrciiants’ Association, sent to the Secretary to the Government 
of India, Finance Department, and published in the Sind Observer of the 
6th April, 1935 under the heading ** Menace of Counterfeit Coins Too 
many Bad Kupees ’’ ? 

(b) Am Government aware that, as stated in that letter, there is 

a widespread circulation of counterfeit rupees in India ? 

(c) Are Government by this time aware that people, particularly 
in the mofussil, are not inclined to accept rupees on account of the wide 
circulation of counterfeit rupees ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Banks, including the Imperial Bank of 

India, have on several occasions refused to acce])t rupees, which, liowover, 

have been certified as genuine by the Master of llis Majesty's ^lint ? 

(e) Are Government aware that the trade and general public ex¬ 
perience great hardship and inconvenience on account of people refusing 
to accept rupees, as well as small coins, on account of their not being able 
to distinguish genuine coins from bad ones easily ? 

(/) What steps have Government taken to eradicate this evil and to 
create confidence in the public currency ? 

(g) Whnt steps have Government taken to revise the pattern of 
small nickel coins and silver rupees so as to make counterfeiting difficult t 

(h) Have Government devised any method to unearth the source o£ 
counterfeit coins, ami checkmate the same ? If so, with what result t 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : (a) Yes, 

(b) Government are aware that in recent yealvs there haa been an 
increase in the circulation of counterfeit coins, but not to the extent that 
the Ilononrable Member suggests. 

(c) and (e). Government are not aware of any general disinclination 
on the part of the public to accept rupees 

(d) There have been occasions on which the Banks have cut coins as 
counterfeit w^hich later have been certified a- genuine, but such occasions 
have been rare. 

(/) and (h). Vigorous action is being taken by the Central Intel¬ 
ligence Bureau in conjunction with the local Criminal Intelligence 
Departments and the Controller of the Currency. Separate brandies of 
the Criminal Intelligence Department have been established in Sind and 
the Punjab and their concerte<l action has met wdth success, especially in 
the Sukkur and Larkliaiia districts. Important captures have also been 
made recently in Bombay and, I understand, in Jodhpur State. 

(ff) None. 
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Mr, Lalchand Navalrai : With regard to the answer to clause (c)> 
will tne Honourable Member, in view of the fact that in the mofassil, 
money wliich is good tender is being refused on flimsy groiinds, con¬ 
sider the advisability of issuing a communique urging people to accept 
coin which is otherwise good coin ? 

The Honourable Sir James Qrigg : My recollection is that a short 
time ago we did issue a communique about the Victoria coinage, which, 
I understand, is the coin chiefly concerned. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Is the Honourable Member in a position 
to tell me if people do not accept good coin as legal tender, what is the 
penalty ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : You musi gi\e me notice of that 
question. I am not a lawyer. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May i inl'oim the Honourable Member that 
I have communicated this (piestion for the purpose of getting an answer, 
and I shall be thankful for getting an answer. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : 1 will see that the Honourable 
Member gets an answer. 

Dr, T. S. S. Rajan : Will Government consider the advisability of 
issuing a circular and publish it in all the newspapers of this country 
as to the methods by which good coins could be identified from bad 
ones ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : If we knew all the processes by 
which bad coins were produced, they Avould not be produced. 

Dr. T. S. S. Bajan •• Could you not mention the practical way 
whereby the ordinary man, the villager, would be able to test for him¬ 
self and find out which is a good coin and which is a bad one 1 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I do not think lliey would find 
much (lifliculty about that. 

Mr. B. Das : Is the Honourable the Finance Member aware that 
the 1862 rupee coin is not allowed to be accepted as legal coin in Onssa 
and that the traders return it back ? And what is the reason why tho 
1862 coin is not allowed to be accepted as a silver coin ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Did I understand the Honour¬ 
able Member to say that the 1862 coin is not accepted as legal tender 1 I 
think that is a mistake. 

Mr. B. Das : But nobody accepts it in the market ? 

The Honourable Sir James Qrigy : It is precisely that kind of coin 
on which we issued a press communique. 

Prof. N. Q. Banga : Sir, the same evil prevails all over India, 
and will the Honourable Member be pleased to say what steps they 
are taking in other parts of India apart from Sind t 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I think the Honourable Member 
is a little exaggerating. 

Prof. N. O. Banga : I may say this particular evil prevails even in 
Simla, and there are several bad rupees. 
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The Honourable Sir Jamjes Qrififfi: : There may be special considera¬ 
tions. 

Prof. N. O. Banga : Will the Honourable Member accept those bad 
rupees and substitute new rupees f 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : No. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Let the Honourable Member try 
them on the cinemas. (Laughter.) 

Abolition of the India Store Department in London. 

30. *Sardar Sant Singh : (a) What is the annual expenditure on 
the Indian Stores Department i 

(6) What is the annual expenditure on the Stores Department in 
London 1 

(c) Are these two departments run as parallel machineries for the 
same purpose ? If so, nhy do Government maintain the two depart¬ 
ments 1 

(d) Do Government propose to close the Stores Department in London 
and make all purchases, even of articles of foreign origin, in India ? If 
not, why not t Has there been a demand in India for the abolition of this 
department ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : (n) and (/>). Tlie Honour¬ 
able Member will find the information he requires in the annual adminis¬ 
tration Reports of the Indian Stores Department and the annual Reports 
on the work of the India Store Department, liondon, copies of which are 
available in the Library of the House. 

(c) I would invite the attention of the Honourable Member to 
pages 2395-97 of Volume VIII, No. 6, of the Legislative Assembly Debates, 
dated the 30th August, 1934, which contain a speech on the subject by 
the Honourable Sir Frank Noyce. The two de})artraents are not parallel 
organisations ; they arc to a great extent complementary. 

(d) Government are actively considering the iwssibility of amalga¬ 
mating the two departments. There has been a demand from .some quarters 
for the abolition of the London Store Department, but Government con¬ 
sider that so long as any of their requirements liave to be met from 
abroad, it will be essential to maintain an organization in London for 
inspection during manufacture and before shipment. The question has 
been fully discussed in the speech to which I have just referred. 

Babu Baijnath Bajoria : Have Government taken any step to re¬ 
duce the abnormal expenditure of the London Store Department ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. O. Mitchell : Government do not admit that 
the expenditure of the London Store Department is abnormal. 

Mr. 8. Satyamtirti ; Have Government considered the question, not 
of abolishing this organization altogether, but of running it as a part of 
the Indian Stores Department t 

The Honourable Mr. D. O. Mitchell: I have already stated that 
Government are actively considering the possibility of amalgamating the 
two Departments. 
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Mr. S. Satyamnxti : Have they arrived at any conclusion t 

The Honourable Mr. D. O. Mitchell: None yet. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das : May I ask if its function is confined to 
inspection only,—I mean the function of this London Branch t 

The Honourable Mr. D. O. Mitchell : No ; it undei'takes purchase, 
inspection and shipment. 

Babu Baijnath Bajoria : Will Government put the London Store 
Department under the Chief Controller of Stores, Indian Stores Depart¬ 
ment, as one of its branch offices ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : I don't know. Sir. 

Babu Baijnath Bajoria : When will Government take action 1 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : Government are considering 
the M'hole question. 

Mr S. Satyamurti : What are the total purchases, for the last year 
for wliich figures are available, of purchases made by this Department, 
and what is the expenditure for that year on this Department t 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : I would refer the Honourable 
Member to the reports whicl> are jn the Library of the House. I regret 
I cannot give accurate figures off-hand. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das : Does he not now accept tenders in London t 
Docs not the London Branch make purchases by accepting tenders in 
London now ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : Yes. 

Mr, B. Das : Is the Honourable Member for Industries aware that 
while the London Stores Dei)artment is spon<ling Rs. 25 lakhs on only 
purchasing articles worth one crore of rupees—while it was purchasing 
only four crorcs of rupees worth five years before—the Indian Stores 
Department in India was spending 21 lakhs and purchasing Rs. 3^ crores 
worth of articles a year ? (H%ar, hear.) 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : This is a question which has 
been thrashed out in great detail liefore in the Public Accounts Com¬ 
mittee and other places, and the Honourable Member is already perfectly 
aware of the answer. I’ho answer is that the Stores Department in 
London does a great deal of important work for the Government of India 
other than mere purchase, and to assess the value of the two Departments 
by the amount of purchases made by them is entirely erroneous. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What other precious work are they doing for 
the Government of India t 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : The inspection of all materials 
bought in England. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das : I have not got the answer to my supple¬ 
mentary question : do they not make purchases there by accepting tenders? 
We have a rule that all foreign tenders should be accepted in India by 
Gie Indian Stores Department. Do the foreign people give tenders in 
London f 
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The Honourable Mr. D. O. Mitchell : The Honourable Member will 
find the details of stores purchase procedure in the Stores Purchase Rulw 
of which there is a copy in the Ijibrnry. The Government of India 
adhere to the system of rui)ee tenders in India, but in certiiiii si>ecial 
cases, which are explained in the Stores Purcliase Rule>s, departures have 
to be made and tenders called for in England. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangw : Who makes the inspections 
with regard to the purchases of articles in England ? Does the London 
Department make inspections and cai’ry out negotiations with regard to 
articles purchased in countries other than England 1 


UNSTARRBD QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Dealing of Appeals against Discharge on the East Indian Railway. 

1. Mr. Muhammad Azhar All : (a) Is it a fact that in the rules 
regulating the discharge and dismissal of State Railways non-gazetted 
Government servants, the Agent, East Indian Railway, vnJr his (IJireular 
No. 508|A.E.-1795 of the 22nd January, 1930, has laid down that appeals 
against discliarge will be finally dealt with as follows : 

“ (Hi) By a Divisional Suporintendent or by a Deputy Chief Mechanical 
Engineer if the order of discharge was issued by a senior scale officer 
attached to his Division or Workshops as the case may bo 

(h) Is it also a fact that the Circular referred to in part (a) was 
published in the Weekly Gazette of the East Indian Railway 1 

(c) Will Government please state whether this rule is still in force t 

(d) If the answTr to part (c) be in the affirmative, wull Qoveriiraent 
please state whether ; 

(i) the Divisional Superintendent is the final authority if he has 
not been consulted or in any way dealt with the case at any 
stage prior to the order of discharge by a senior scale oflBlcer ; 
and 

(it) if he has already dealt with tha case before orders of discharge 
were passed, he is still the final appellate authority to 
dispose of an appeal against discharge ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : ((/), {b) and (c). Yes. 

(d) (t) Yes. 

(ii) No. Where the order of discharge has been passed or dealt with 
by the Divisional Suyierintendent personally, the next appellate authority 
is the Head of the Department concerned. The general rules recently 
issued by Government provide for an appeal to the authority next above 
that imposing the penalty, or to such higher authority as the Agent may 
prescribe in respect of railw^ay servants under his control. 

Notification of the Rules regulating the Discharge and Dismissal 

OF State Railway Non-Gazetted Servants to the East Indian 

Railway Employees. 

2. Mr. Mulmmiiiad Azhar Ali : (a) Is it a fact that the rules 
framed by the Railway Board regulating the discharge, and dismissal of 
State Railway non-gazetted servants were notified to the subordinate staff 
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on the East Indian Railway through an Appendix to the Vieekly Gazette 
under the caption ‘ ‘ Manual of Special Orders on matters of general 
importance concerning the .staff, 1930 ” 1 

(Z») Is it also a fact that in the Report by the Railway Board on 
Indian Railways for 1933-34, Volume I, Staff, Security of Service, Gov¬ 
ernment have stated that certain modifications, and extensions have been 
notified to Railway Administrations in connection with these rules ! 

(c) Have these inodification.s, extensions and regulations of ttie rules 
been communicaied to the subonlinale staff on the East Indian Railway 
through the Weekly Gazette as an addendum to the Manual of Special 
Orders on matters of general importance concerning the staff, 1930 ? If 
net, why and when are these likely to be notified to the staff 1 

Mr. P. R. Ran : («•) and (h). Yes. 

(r) Vt*s. The modifications were communicated to the subordinate 
staff throiigli the llailAvay’s Gazette. No separate amendment has been 
issued to till* “ Manual of special oiilers or matters of general importance 
eoiieerning the staff (19.30) ”. The preface to the manual in question 
states that all orders concerning the staff will be published in tin? Railway 
Gazette. 

Examinations in Estahli-shment Du-nEs passed by the Superintendents 

AND ArST,STANT Sl'PERTN'ITlNDENTS, StAFP, ON THE EaST INDIAN RAILWAY. 

3. Mr. Mtihammad Azhar Ali: (a) Will Government pleasse 
state what qualifying examinations in Establishment Rules and Procedure 
the Superintendents and Assistant Superintendents, Staff, on the East 
Indian Railway, have passed 1 

(6) Do Government propose (o consider the advisability of removing 
all sue!) Superintendents and Assistant Superintendents who have not 
passed qualifying examinations in Establishment duties ? If not, why 
not ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : (a) State railway officers are not required to pa.ss 
qualifi'ing examinations in establishment rules and procedure. 

(b) No. The Government do not see that any useful purpose will 
be served by bolding such examinations. 

Duties ok the Dbpi’ty Agent (General), East Indian Railway. 

4. Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: (a) Does the Deputy Agent 
(General), East Indian Railway, deal with Establishment matters, appeals 
and cognate subjects governed by the Railway Services (Classification, 
Control and Appeal) Rules, the rules for the recruitment and training of 
the subordinate staff, the Government Servants’ Conduct Rules and allied 
manuals ? 

(6) Has the Deputy Agent (General), passed any qualifying examina¬ 
tions to prove that he has a sound knowledge of Government Rules and 
Regulations governing the conduct, discipline, appeal and allied matters 
relating to Government servants f If not, are Government prepared to 
consider replacing him by a qualified officer trained by the Railway Board 1 

Mx. P. R. Baa : (a) Yes. 

(h) The answer to both parts of the question is in the negative. 
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Posts of Transportation Inspectors sanctioned by the Bast Indian 

Railway. 

5. Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: (a) With reference to the reply* 
to starred question No. 201 of the 13th February, 1935, regarding posts 
of Transportation Inspectors sanctioned by the East Indian Railway, 
will Government please state : 

(i) the names and designations of the officers who composed this 

Selection Board ; 

(ii) the i)lacc and date on which the Selection Board examined 

candidates for tliese seven posts ; 

(Hi) the names and designations of the candidates considered by 
the Selection Board for these posts ; and 

(iv) the names of the candidates recommended by this Selection 
Board for these seven posts of Transportation Inspectors 1 

(b) Did the Divisional Superintendents participate in this opera¬ 
tion t If so, in what manner ? 

(c) Are tliese Inspectors required to perform combined duties of 
Transportation and Commercial or only Commercial duties t 

(d) Did the Chief Commercial Manager participate in this opera¬ 
tion ? If not, why not ? 

Mr. P. E. Bau ; (a) The Agent, East Indian Railway, reports that 
a Selection Board consisting of Mr. W. II. Barnard, Chief Operating 
Superintendent and Air. II. A. Collet, Superintendent, Staff, met on the 
16th August, 1934, at the Head OfiSce, Calcutta. In exercise of the discre¬ 
tion vested in them by Note 2 to paragraph 61 of the Rules for tlie Rccruitr 
ment and Training of Subordinate Staff on State-managed Railways, a 
copy of which is in the Library of the House, the Selection Board did not 
summon candidates for an interview. All senior grades of staff with the 
required experience were considered for promotion hut no list of the 
names and designations of the individuals considered was retained. The 
folloAving candidates were recommended by the Selection Board : 

1. Mr. J. A. Titman. 

2. Mr. J. A. Doran. 

3. Mr. 0. H. Johans. 

4. Mr. E. J. England. 

5. Mr. H. B. Monk. 

6. Mr. I. B. Gantzar. 

7. Mr. T. A. Ferrier. 

(b) Substantive promotions to the posts of Transportation and Com¬ 
mercial Inspectors are controlled by the Head Office. Divisional Superin¬ 
tendents participated to the extent that they were consulted. 

(o) Out of 44 Inspectors 38 are required to perform the combined 
duties 01 the Transportation and Commercial Branches. 

(d) No. The Administration considered that a Selection Board, com¬ 
prising the Chief Operating Superintendent and the Superintendent, Staff, 
was sufficient. 
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Service Conditions of the Bast Indian Railway Employees. 

6. Mr. Muhammad Azhar All : (a) Will Government please 
reconcile their reply to starred question. No. 500 id) of the 23rd February, 
1935, with Clause 2 of the Service Agreement which states : 

I further agree to be subject to immediate dismissal or suspension 
i\ithout pay for refusal of duty, disobedience of orders, absence without 
leave, negligence or misconduct or any neglect of Governiuent rules and 
orders applicable to my service ** 

and state what Government rules relating to the procedure in cases of 
dismissal, removal, or reduction regulated the conduct and discipline of 
those employees who were employed by Government from 1st January, 
1925 ? 

(6) Will Government also reconcile their reply to starred question 
No. 500 (e) of the 23rd February, 1935, with the following statement in the' 
Report by the Railway Board on Indian Railways for 1924-25, Chapter I, 
General Administration : 

“ The Agent of the Railway has been invested with the powers of an Agent 
of a State Railway ” 

and lay on the table of the House a copy of the document detailing the 
powers that were vested in the Agent of the East Indian Railway t 

(c) Will Government please state whether the rules referred to in 
part (o) were communicated to the staff t If so, in what manner ? 

Mr, P. B. Bau : (a) If my Honourable friend will refer again to the 
reply which I gave to parts (c) to (e) of question No. 500 on the 23rd Feb¬ 
ruary, 1935, he will find that those replies were given on the assumption 
that the questions related to the period before the East Indian Railway was 
taken over by the State. Clauses 3 and 4 of the service agreement executed 
by employees make it clear that in regard to matters such as conduct and 
discipline, ear-Company employees who became State employees after the 
transfer to State control would be governed by Government rules. The 
latter are contained in paragraphs 287 to 302 of the State Railway Open 
Line Code, Volume II, a copy of which is in the Library of the House. 

(6) I have already explained the position in my reply to part (a) of 
this question. A copy of the Schedule of powers of an Agent of a Slate 
Railwa 3 ' is already in the Library of the House. 

(c) It was not the practice to supply copies of the State Railway Open 
Line Code to railwaj' servants. The publication Avas available for sale to 
those who Avished to purchase it. 

Right of Appeal to the High Court against the Decisions of the 
Commissioners op Income-tax. 

7. Bhai Parma Nand : Are Government prepared to amend the 
Income-tax Act, by giving a right of appeal to the High Court against the 
decision of the Commissioner of the Income-tax Department f 

Mr. A. H. Uoyd : The question whether any other authority than 
the officers of the Income-tax Department should be empowered to deter- 
miue questions of fact is one of the questions which are to be considered by 
the experts who arc shortly to arrive in India. 
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CONTMBOnON BY THE EaST INDIAN RAILWAY PERMANENT STAFF TO THE 

Provident Fund. 

8. Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya : Will Government be 
pleased to .state if it is a fact that permanent staff on the East Indian 
Railway are allowed to contribute to the Provident Fund Institute ? 

Mr. P. B. Rau : Eligibility to become members of the State Rail¬ 
way Provident Fund and the East Indian Railway Provident Fund is 
governed by the State Railway Provident Fund Rules and the East Indian 
Railway Provident Fund Rules, respectively. Copies of both these are 
available in the Library. 

Promotion of Typists to the Clercial Cadre on the East Indian 

Railway. 

9. Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya ; (a) Is it a fact that 
the East Indian Railway Administration have imposed a condition on the 
typists that they cannot be promoted to the clerical cadre ? 

(6) If the reply to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government 
please state the rules under which this restriction has been imposed by 
the East Indian Railway Administration ? 

(c) Are Government aware that typing is an additional qualification 
to enter into the service ? 

(d) Will Government please state the minimum qualification fixed 
by the East Indian Railway Administration for clerical appointments t 
If not, Avhy not f 

(e) Is it a fact that the typists of the East Indian Railway 
(cxfHtutive) submitted a memorial to the Agent as early as 9th July, 1934, 
and that tiiat memorial is still lying undisposed ? If so, why ? 

(/) Is it a fact that the claims of the typists, who are also qualified 
stenographers, are overlooked for promotion to a stenographer’s post, 
whenever vacancies occur, and outsiders are being appointed from time to 
time ? If So, why ? If not, will Government please state the reasons 
in the following cases where this actually hapiiened : 

(t) Chief Commercial Manager’s office—Research Section—appoint¬ 
ment of Mr. Iyer ; 

(it) Agent’s office—appointment of Mr. Brown, Deputy Agent 
(Works)—^Mr. Gilbert’s stenographer ; and 

(tit) Chief Mechanical Engineer’s office—appointment of a lady 
stenographer (Miss I. Tern-Duff) f 

Mr. P. R, Rau : (a) No. 

(6) Does not arise. 

(c) Not necessarily. 

(d) Generally speaking the matriculation examination or its 
equivalent. 

(e) The Agent reports that the appeal in question was submitted by 
the typists employed in the central typing section at headquarters and the 
decision to disband that section so materially changed the position in 
regard to the matters referred to in the appeal that no action was called for 
and it wa.« accordingly filed. 
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(/) The answer to the first part of the question is in the negative. 

As regards the particular instances given, the appointments were made 
by selection of the most suitable candidates. 

Non-Admission of Arya Samajists in thk Army. 

10. Mr. Gliaiishiaiii Singh Oupta : (a) Has the attention of Govern¬ 
ment been directed to a note i)ub1ished on page 12 of the Anathraksha of 
Ajmer, dated the 28th February, 1935. under the heading “ Arya Sarva 
Deshik iiablia Dhyan De” % 

{!)) Will Government please state how far the allegations made 
therein are eorreet ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Arya Samajists are refused admission in the 
Army ? 

(d) Is it a fact that Arya Samajists serving in the Army suffer on 
account of obstruction in following their faith ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : (a) Yes. 

(ft) The allegations are not correct. 

(c) No. 

(d) No. Indian soldiers of everj' shade of religious opinion are free 
to cuJTy out their religious duties in any way they like, so long as military 
efficieney is maintained and no oft'ence is given to other communities. 

Locomotives on Cl.\ss I Kailways. 

11. Mr, V. V. Giri : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
the number of locomotives of each type for each gauge now in stock on 
each of the Clas,s I Railways and the percentage of each type in use daily 
on the average ? 

(ft) Will Government be pleased to state the average cost of repair 
and maintenance of the 59 locomotives on the Great Indian Peninsula and 
the North Western Railways proposed to be scrapped in 1936-37 without 
replacement ? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state the number of locomotives 
on each Railway used in 1934-35 though replaced by new ones t 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) The available information on the subject will 
be found in statement 22, pages 136 to 139 of the Report by the Railway 
Board on Indian Railways, Volume II, of 1933-34. The information is not 
compiled for each type of locomotive. 

(ft) I presume the Honourable Member desires to know what expendi¬ 
ture would be incurred in repairs and maintenance if the 59 locomotives 
were allowed to run their normal life, and would be fully employed. 

In the case of the 29 North Western Railway locomotives it has been 
estimated that the cost would be approximately 6^ laklis. 

Regarding the 30 Great Indian Peninsula Raihvay locomotives two 
have already exceeded their life limit and 20 more will be due condemna¬ 
tion in 1936-37. 
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The question of repairs to these engines, therefore, does not arise. The 
remaining eight locomotives would cost approximately four lakhs per 
annum in repairs and maintenance. 

In this connection I would refer the Honourable Member to pages 54 
and 68 of the Proceedings of the meeting of the Standing Finance Com* 
mittee for Railways, Voliune XII—^No. 4. 

(c) A statement giving the desired information is placed on the 
table. 

StaUmeid showing number of locomotioes^ by gauges replaced hut still running on ea^h Glass I 

Raihmy at the end of the year 1934-35. 




Number re- 

No. 

1 

Railway. 

2 


placed but 
still running. 

3 


3' Gauge. 

Bengal Nagpur 




Bombay, Baroda and Central Tndia .. .. -j 

Eastern Bengal 

^Steam 

^ Electric 

i 


East Indian .. 

.. 

6 


Great Indian Peninsula .. .. .. 

Madras and Southern Mahratta . 

^ Steam 

L Electric 



Nizam's State 


5 


North Western .. .. .. ., -j 

South Indian .. 

^Steam 

^ Electric 

*2 


3* Gauge. 

Assam Bengal 


1 


Bengal North Western 

.. 

31 


Bombay, Baroda and Central India 

.. 

U 


Burma 

.. 

. • 

1 

Eastern Bengal 

.. 

.. 


Jodhpur 

.. 

2 


Madras and Southern Mahratta .. 

.. 

18 


Nizam's State .. 


,, 


Rohilkund and Kumaon 

.. 

1 


South Indian .. .. .. .. .. - j 

'’Steam 

^Electric 

1 
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No. 

1 

Railway. 

2 

Number re¬ 
placed bat 
still running. 

3 


2' 6^^ Gauge, 



Bengal Nagpur 

•• 


Bombay, Baroda and Central India 

•• 


Eastern Bengal 

1 


Groat Indian Peninsula 

• • 


North Western 

1 


South Tndiai. .. 

•• 


Scrap Value on Condemned Loc^omotives, Coaching and Wagon Stock 

ON EACH Railway. 

12. Mr. V. V. Girl : Will Government be pleased to state the 
scrap value realised every year on condemned locomotives, coaching and 
wagon stock on each Railway since 1931 and the respective difference 
between the book value and the actual scrap value of the condemned 
stock Y 

Mr. P. B. Bau : The information is not readily available and Govern¬ 
ment consider that the time and labour involved in collecting it is not 
likely to be justified by results. 

Depreciation Fund Rules op State Railways. 

13. Mr, V. V. Oiri ; Will Government be pleased to lay a state¬ 
ment on the table comparing the present Depreciation Fund Rules on 
Indian State-managed Railways with those obtaining on principal Rail¬ 
ways of foreign countries ? 

Mr. P. B. Bau : The revised method of calculation of the deprecia¬ 
tion fund on the Indian State-managed Railways is explained in the 
memorandum printed at pages 46 and 47 of the Proceedings of the 
Meeting of the Standing Finance Committee for Railways held on the 
2nd February, 1935 (Volume XII—^No. 1). As regards the practice in 
other countries regarding depreciation fund, I have, placed in the Library 
of the House a memorandum which furnishes the information available. 

Wagon Requirements op Indian Railways. 

14. Mr. V, V. Oiri : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
what firms in India are in a position to meet wagon requirements of 
Indian Railways and the capacity of each workshop to manufacture wagon 
under-frames in one full year t 

(h) Will Government be pleased to lay a statement on the table show¬ 
ing production statistics including amount of indigenous material used, 

163LAD p 
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the amount of Indian capital invested, the number of Indians in the 
directorate and the number of workers employed, in each of the wagon 
luanufacturing firms in India 1 

Mr. P. B. Ban : (a) A statement showing the required information 
is attached. 

(h) Government have no information. 


The following iirnis in India are engaged in the manufacture of wagons and 
underframes : 

1. Messrs, the Indian {Standard Wagon Company, Iiimited. 

Messrs. Jessop and Company, Limited. 

3. Messrs. Burn and Company, Limited. 

4. Messrs. Braithwaitc and Company (India), Limited. 

The estimated annual potential outputs of wagons from the works of the above 


firms are : 

1. Messrs, the Indian {Standard Wagon Company, Limited .. 3,000 

2. Messrs. Jessop and Company, Limited .. .. 1,S00 

3. Messrs. Burn and Company, Limited .. .. 1,800 

4. Messrs. Braithwaite and Company (India), Limited .. 1,800 


All tho above firms can also manufacture underframes and for the purpose of 
estimates of potential outputs one Broad gauge underframe may be taken as 
equivalent to two wagons. 

In addition to the firms mentioned above, Messrs. Herman and Mohatta, Karachi, 
can undertake the partial manufacture of wagons and their estimated annual output 
is 300 wagons per annum. 


Capacity op the Tata Rati.way Wobkruops to manufacture Carriage 
AND Wagon Under-Frames. 

16. Mr. V. V. Giri : Will Government be pleased to state the 
capacity of Tata Railway Worlishops to manufacture carriage and wagon 
under-frames in a full year and the number of employees engaged in the 
works ? 

Mr. P. B. Bau : The maximum capacity of the Tatanagar Workshops 
is 550 I. R. S. Broad Gauge 8'-0" Bogie under-frames per annum. The 
number of employees who would be engaged if the works were manu¬ 
facturing to full capacity would be between 900 and 1,000 depending 
ui)on the type of under-frames paasing through the shops. 

Equipment op Railway Workshops for manufacturing Carriage and 

Wagon Under-Frambs. 

16. Mr. V. V. Giri : Will Government be pleased to state to what 
extent Railway workshops in India have necessary equipment for manu¬ 
facturing carriage and wagon under-frames 1 
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Iffr. P. B. Bau, : With the exception of the Bombay, Baroda and 
Central India Bailway Workshops at Ajmer and the Tatanagar Worksho-ps, 
no railway workshops can be considered as completely equipped for this 
purpose. They are intended for and are ordinarily fully employed upon 
the repair of rolling stock. 

Wagons re-oonditionbd on Indian Railways. 

17. Mr. V. V. Giri : Will Government be pleased to state the 
oiuiiber of wagons re-conditioned on Indian Railways since 1926 obviating 
tlie necessity of replacement ? 

Mr. P. B. Bau : It has recently been found that certain types of 
wagons built some 20 to 110 years ago are structurally too weak to stand 
up to modern traffic conditions witli the result that the cost of a periodical 
overhaul to such vehicles is considerably above the average ; and it 
became a question of either replacing them by new wagons, or spending 
a certain amount of money in strengthening the under-frames, renewing 
their floors and otherwise enabling them to run their normal life without 
costing more than the average to repair. One thousand wagons are 
now being re-conditioned at Tatanagar. When the actual cost of re-con¬ 
ditioning those wagons is known the Railway Board will, after taking 
into consideration the financial implications, decide what other similar 
wagons should be re-conditioned and what should be replaced. 


Heavy Rbpath anj) Cost of Repair in Workshops per Unit of Roixing 

Stock. 

18. Mr, V. V. Giri : Will Government be pleased to lay a state- 
uient on the table showing the improvement every year in the number of 
''ta/f per heavy repair, the frequency of heavy repair, the cost of repair 
jii workshops per unit of rolling stock since 192»^ ? 

Mr. P. B. Bau ; Information regarding the number of staff per 
heavy repair is not readily available. Regarding the frequency of heavy 
repairs and cost thereof no information is available prior to 1928 for 
locomotive and 1929 for carriages and wagons ; nor is information 
available in the precise form asked for by the Honourable Member. 

Statements showing the average cost of a standard first class loco¬ 
motive repair and the average mileage run since last heavy repair on 
each of the Class T Railways for the months of April, 1928, and April, 
1934, and similar statements regarding carriages and wagons for the 
months of April, 1929, and April, 1934, have been however prepared and 
are laid on the table. 

I would add for my Honourable friend's information that statement 
26 (b) in Volume II of the Annual Report by the Railway Board on 
Indian Railways contains information regarding the cost of repairs per 
equated engine mile of locomotives and per carriage and . per wagon 
which may b^e of interest to him. 

i»2 
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Comparative ahtirati of Locomotive Workshop repairs on Class I Railways, 1928. 


Name of Railway. 

Average ooflt of a standard 

1 Ist class or unit repair 

1 during the previous threo 
< months. 

1 

1 Average iiubmer of miles 
i run by engines despatched 

1 during the month after 

‘ undergoing heavy repairs 

* (since last heavy repairs). 



Rs. 




April. 

April. 

5'—6^ Gauge. 




B. N. 


13,032 

99,669 

B. B. A C. I. .. 


16,624 

60,984 

E. B. 


10,102 

66,179 

E. I. 


11,208 

85,305 

O. I. P. 


8,091 

60,166 

M. A S. M. 


17,366 

84,845 

N. S. 


11,436 

NiL 

N. W. 


18,328 

61,934 

S. I. 


20,194 

39,007 

3 '— 3 j^ Gauge. 



i 

1 

A. B. 


16,432 

198,606 

B. & N. W. 


14,559 

56,697 

B. B. & C. I. 


21,125 

79,160 

Burma 


15,918 

119,440 

E. B. 


16,223 

71,.336 

Jodhpur 


24,026 

107,890 

M. & S. M. 


14,301 

76,896 

N.S. 


18,819 

107,743 

R. A K. 


7,681 

69,130 

8.1. 


33,885 

80,193 
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Com/paraiive abstract of Locomotive Workshop repairs on Class I Hailways^ 1934. 


Name of Railway. 

Average cost of a standard 

Ist class or unit repair 
during the previous 3 
months (In hundreds.) 

Average miles run by all 
engines despatched since 
being last repaired in 
mechanical workshops. 

(In thousands.) 

i 

Hs. j 


1 

! 

1 

April. 

April. 

1 

6' —6"'Gauge. I 

1 


B. N. 

ll.S 

69 

B. B. & C. 1. .. 

10,6 

73 

E. B. 

10.6 

63 

E. 1. 

8,8 

78 

G.I.P. 

11,0 

73 

M. &S. M. .. 

12,6 

46 

N. S. . 

17,1 

94 

N. W. 

11,1 

72 

S.J. . 

9,9 

72 

3'— SI'' Gauge. 



A.B. 

15,3 

108 

B. & N. W. .. 

8,0 

61 

B. B. & C. I. 

13,1 

56 

Burma 

11,7 

88 

E. B. . 

12,9 

79 

Jodhpur 

8,6 

66 

. 

9,2 

62 

N. 8. . 

12,4 

73 

R. ft K. 

9,3 

47 

8* I* ., •. • • 

14,7 

65 
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Comparoiivt ahetraci of Carriage and Wagon WorJcsluyp repairs on Class I Railways* Passenger 

Carriages^ 1929. 


Name of Railway. 


Average cost of repairs 
per passenger carriage 
(in terms of 4-wheelers) 
during the previous 

3 months. 

Average period in months 
passenger carriages des¬ 
patched were in service 
prior to undergoing 
repairs. 



Rs. 

April. 

April. 

Gauge. 




B. N. 

•• 

1,207 

19*4 

B.B. &C.I. 

•• 

1,090 

15-9 

E. B. 


276 

7-78 

E. I. 

•• 

766 

12-2 

G. I. P. 

•• 

1,046 

9*02 

M. & S. M 

•• 

832 

113 

N. S. 


619 

11-8 

N. W. 

•• 

781 

14*2 

S. I. 

•• 

522 

24-6 

3'—^31^ Gauge. 




A. B. 

•• 

521 

13-5 

B.&N.W. 

•• 

180 

26*6 

B.B. AC.1. 

•• 

511 

16*8 

Burma 

• • 

512 

26*7 

E. B. 

•• 

326 

13*8 

Jodhpur .. 

•• 

956 

15*0 


•• 

269 

11-4 

N.S.. 

•• 

769 

2*78 / 

B-AK.' 

i « 

448 

17*0 

S. I. • a • • • • 

’■ i 

809 

41*2 
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Oomvarative abstract of Carriage and Wagon Workshop repairs on Class I BaUways. Passenger 

Carriages^ 1934. 


Average cost of repairs Average period in months 
per passenger carriage passenger carriages des- 
Name of Railway. (intermsof 4-wheclers) patched wore in service 

during the previous prior to undergoing 

3 months. repairs. 


Ks. 



5'—6^ Gauge. 

Bengal Nagpur 

Bombay, Baroda and Central India 

Eastern Bengal 

East Indian 

Great Indian Peninsula 

Madras and Southern Mahratta 

Nizam’s State 

North Western 

South Indian 

3'—3|' Gauge. 

Assam Bengal 

Bengal and North Western .. 
Bombay, Baroda and Central India 
Burma 

Eastern Bengal 
Jodhpur .. 

Madras and Southern Mahratta 
Nizam’s State 
Rohilkund and Kumaon 
South Indian 




April. 

10-9 
8-62 
100 
12 2 
10 * 1 
140 
21-6 
13-7 
16-3 

18-9 

130 

13*0 

270 

16-3 

12-4 

131 

• 21-2 ‘ 

19*4 

• ‘280 
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Ccmjnrn^-" cMraa vf Oorriane and Wagon Worttkop rapairt on Clou I BaiUoaya. 



S 

Wagons. 

1920. 



Name of Railway. 

Average cost of repairs 
per wagon (in terms 
of 4-wheelers) during 
the previous Smooths. 

Average period in months 
wagons despatched were in 
service prior to 
undeigoing repairs. 




Rs. 


5'—6^ Gauge. 



April. 

April. 

B. .. 

•• 


279 

26-8 

B* Ba & 0. la a a ■ * 

• • 


140 

24-2 

E. .. 

•• 


121 

22-5 

E. I. 

•• 


153 

24-3 

0. I. P. 

•• 


189 

230 

H.&S.M. 

•• 


288 

30*8 

N. .. 

•• 


316 

24-7 

N. W . 

•• 


59 

21*6 

8.1. 

•• 


122 

24-4 

3'—31'' Gauge. 





Aa B. • • • • 

•• 


130 

31-4 

B.&N.W. 

•• 


144 

43*6 

B.B.&C.I . 

•• 


112 

45*6 

Bunna . . 



392 

50*6 

E. Ba . • • a 

•• 


133 

23-4 

Jodhpur a a 

•• 


1 

139 

28-6 

M.&8.M. 

•• 


138 

39-1 

Na 8a a a 

•• 


131 

24*0 

Ra A Ka 

•• 


127 

25-0 

8a la a a a a 

•• 


118 

38-0 
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ComportUive abstraci of Carriage and Wagon Workahop repairs on Class I Railways, 


Wagons. 

1034. 


Name of Railway. 

Average cost of repairs 
per wagon (in terms of 
4-wheelers) during the 
previous 3 months. 

Average period in months 
wagons despatched were 
in service prior to 
undeigoing repairs. 

6'-6^ Gauge. 


Rs 




April. 

April. 

B. N. 


224 

.34-5 

B, B. & C. I. 


176 

26-9 

E. B. 


160 

27'2 

E. I.. 


241 

23*4 

G. I. P. 


220 

3.5-4 

M. A S. M. 


237 

28-7 

N. S. 


304 

31-5 

N. W. 


210 

30-8 

S. I. 


212 

42-7 

3 '_ 3 |- Gauge. 




A. B. .. 


162 

40-4 

B. A N. W. 


122 

34-3 

B.B.&C.I. 


145 

39-6 

Burma .. 


338 

40*0 

£• B. • • .. .. 


99 

28-9 

Jodhpur .. 

•• 

86 

1 29-6 

M.&S.M. 

•• 

127 

36*9 

N. 8. 

•• 

190 

39-8 

R. ftK. 

• • 

40 

36*0 

S. I. 

•• 

119 

44*0 
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Recommendations op the State Railway Workshops Committee. 

19. Mr. V. V. Giri : Will Government be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing the action so far taken on each of the recoiii- 
laendations of the State Railway Workshops Committee 1 

Mr, P. R. Rau : A statement showing the action taken on the more 
important recommendations is attached. 


Major recomw^ndcUions of tJiA SUtia Railway Workshops CommiHes. 
General. - 


347 A wholehearted attempt must be 
made by all railways to adopt standard 
looomotivp, carriage and wagon details. 

407 Improvements in the internal organi- 

408 sation of all mechanical workshops are 
& urgently called for. 

409 


416 Accepted life of a loco, boiler should be 
reduced from 25 to 17 years. 


423 An urgent need exists for the oxamina> 
to tion of the present system of store-keep- 
427 ing and the substitution by one more 
satisfactory. 

North Western Railway. 

210 Proposals for extensions to the boiler 
shops and the iron foundiy^ in Moghal- 
pura shops are not justified. 

220 Rawalpindi and Karachi locomotive 
& workshops are to be closed down entirely. 

221 A new 40 pit locomotive shop is to be laid 
down at Sukkur capable of extension to 
80. 


266 Karachi and Rawalpindi are to be clos¬ 
ed down as carriage repair shops, the 
work being concentrated at Sukkur in an 
up to date shop capable of dealing with 
all coaching stock previously repaired at 
smaller shops. 

Wagon repair shops to be provided at 
Rawalpindi and Sukkur with covered ac¬ 
commodation for 50 wagons each and at 
Karachi for 100 wagons. 

420 The bonus system in the loco, shops at 
ft Moghalpura is unsound and should be 
422 substituted by one more satisfactory. 


Standard locomotive carriage and wagon 
details have been adopted by all railways. 


Repairs are now scheduled in all State 
Railway Workshops. Production Engineers 
have also been appointed, and each shop has 
an organisation for the inspection, and ganging 
of work done in each shop. A Metallurgist 
has been appointed for the Moghalpnra 
shops and is in charge of a laboratory wnero 
the inspe.ction and testing of materials is 
carried out. 

A life of 17 years for locomotive boilers has 
been assumed for the purpose of forecasting 
their replacement but the actual condemna¬ 
tion of a boiler depends upon its condition. 

The system of store-keeping has since been 
revised on all railways. 


No extension to these,shops has been made. 


Rawalpindi and Karachi locomotive shops 
have been closed down. A new locomotive 
shop at Sukkur has not been provided as 
owing to the improved out-turn from the 
Moghalpura shops there is no necessity for 
it. 

The carriage repair shops at Karachi and 
Rawalpindi have been c2os<^ down. 


Wagon repair shops at Rawalpindi and 
Karachi have not been provided as due to 
improved organisation the Moghalpura and 
Sukkur shops can deal with all reqntrementB. 

Has been substituted by a piece work sys¬ 
tem. 



UKSTABBED ijl'ESTIONS ASD ANSWEB8. 


59 


North Western Railway— cotUd , 

425 The distribution of carriage and wagon 
stores now carried out in the workshops 
at Moghalpura should be discontinued, 
the work being done by the Stores Depart¬ 
ment. 

East Indian Railway. 

275 The capacity of Lillooah for wagon re¬ 
pairs should be increased by 50 per cent. 
Further increase of a capacity of 300 
units should be distributed between Luck¬ 
now and Ondal. 

226 Recommendations regarding Lucknow 

227 and JamaJpur Locomotive sl.opt^. 

314 

316 

to 

320 


363 Concentration of the building of as 
many of the lower class bogie vehicles 
for all railways as the shops can possibly 
undertake is recommended at Lillooah. 


Has been done. 


Due to improved methods of working the 
outturn of wagons repaired per day from 
Lillooah has been so increased that the neces¬ 
sity for this rec.ommondHtion did not arise. 


The* recent eartnquako at Jamalpur did 
extensive damage to the locomotive work¬ 
shops. As considerable rc-budding was 
necessary, advantage has been taken of the 
opi'ortunity to bring the whole shop lay-out 
up to modern standards. Certain of the 
machinery which was in the Lucknow shops is 
being transferred to Jamalpur. Work will 
then be concentrated more at Jamalpur with 
consequent economy in production. 

Not accepted as it would have involved the 
dislocation of labour in other provinces and 
in the event of labour trouble there jeopardise 
the supply of lower class stock to all rail¬ 
ways. 


Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 


235 A gradual transference should be effect¬ 
ed of all manufacturing work from Parel 
to Jhansi. 

234 The remodelling of Jhansi shops must 

be expedited. I 

286 Jhansi remodelling proposals for 96 f 

units (carriage repairs) should be cur- I 
tailed. J 

287 Wagon repair shops should be put down 
at Jhansi of 120 wagon capacity and at 
Bhusawal of 75 wagon capacity. 

325 New erecting boiler and tender shops 
are necessary for Jhansi and a laige area 
may be made available for auxiliary shops 
if the erecting boiler and tender shops 
are removed from the present site. 

283' 'Ooatihing f^^r' a'ecdmmodatlon ah* 

ft Matunga liquid be > extended by tom- 

284 mandeqr^g the workshop, also . 

additional crane j^wer provided. 

286. Cqvjcred wagop repair accommodation 

' • iH^'^Matniliga shd^d'be iticfea^d 'fMBU 72 ^ 
to 105 units. 


Transfer was completed some years ago. 
Jhansi is now a Carriage and Wagon repair 
workshop only. 

Proposal was later abandoned. A minor 
re-modeUing scheme to enable workshops to 
be more adequately employed as carriage and 
wagon repair shops has been sanctioned and is 
now in hand. 


All wagon repairs are now concentrated at 
Matunga and Jhansi. 


All locomotive repairs aro now carried out 
at Pare!, 


' ‘'Withr improved (Scheduling and programme 
Schemea fox carriage* and wagon repairs the 
desired out-turn has been obtained without 
putting the proposal into effect. 

. .WJien the present minor remodelling of 
Jhansi ^opaih^cottiplBte 6f wagon repairs 
will be undertaken at Jhansi and there is no 
need fdr .finy^ additional cohered accommo¬ 
dation at Ma^Rnga/or, purpose.. 
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Eastern Bengal Railway. 

Saidpur Workshops, 

241 The present Saidpur shops must be 
retained and an up to date efficient shop 
of about 50 pit capacity should be built. 

362 The building of four-wheeled miscella¬ 
neous vehicles, horse-boxes, motor-vans, 
etc., should be concentrated at Kanchra- 
para. 

293 The existing repair shop accommoda¬ 
tion for wagons should be doubled bring¬ 
ing the total capacity up to 120. 


206 Saidpur Carriage and Wagon shops 
A must rebuilt on modem lines, the size 
297 of the shop being the same as at present 
for coaching stock but with respect to 
wagons increased to accommodate 80 
units. 


It has subsequently been represented that 
it will be more economical to carry out metre 
gauge wagon repairs at Kanchrapara and the 
matter is being investigated. 

Not accepted for reasons similar to those 
given against para. 353. 


Owing to improved methods of w'orking a 
minor extension to the shops has been found 
sufficient to deal with all necessary wagon 
repairs. 

Ow'ing to financial stringency this matter 
has been postponed and is now under investi¬ 
gation. 


Safety op Indians in Abyssinia. 

20. Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta: (a) Are Government aware that 
there is a large Indian population residing and doing business in 
Abyssinia ? 

(h) Have Government taken suitable steps to ensure their safety in 
the event of a break of war between Abyssinia and Italy t If not, do 
Government propose to do so t 

Mr. J. O. Acheson : (a)Ye8 : there are about 1,000 Indians in 
Abyssinia. 

(6) The Honourable Member is referred to the communiqu6 which 
appeared in the Press on the 23rd Augrust, 1935. 


Question of orantino Juwsdiction of Babwala Viu*aqbs to the Limbdi 

State. 

21. Mr. N. V. Oadgil: (a) Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) the stage at which the question of granting jurisdiction of 
Barwala villages to Limbdi State stand at present ; 

(h) whether the method of ascertaining the wishes of the inhabitants 
of the villages has been decided upon ; if so, what will be the 
method and the time when the said ascertaining of wishes 
will take place t 

Mr. J. O. Aeheson: (a) The matter is still under consideration. 

(b) The reply to the first part of the question is in the negative and 
the second part does not arise. 
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Gboino of Jurisdiction over certain Villages in Viramgaon to the 

Patdi Durbar. 

22. Mr. N. V. Gadgil : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact : 

(t) that the Oarbar of Patdi in Viramgaon Taluka in Ahniedabud 
District in Bombay Presidency has applied for ceding to 
theni jurisdiction over his 17 revenue villages in Viramgaon 
Taluka ; 

(ii) that the people of Patdi have sent to the Government their 
protest against this proposal and whether the said protest has 
been received by the Government of Intlia ^ 

(b) What is the state at which this matter stands at present ? 

(f) Whether the wishes of the people of Patdi villages will be con¬ 
sulted, before the matter is finally decided ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : (a) (i). Yes. 

(ii) Some protests have been received. 

(6) The matter is under consideration. 

(c) No decision to transfer the administration of the villages in 
question to the rule of the Patdi State will be taken without first ascer¬ 
taining the wishes of the inhabitants of the villages. 


STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE. 

Information promised in reply to starred question No. 567 aslrdhy Mr. Situkanta 
Mahapatra on the 14th August, 1934. 

Technical Institutions in India. 

Statement givimj the. Information regarding Technical In/ttitutions in India* run or aided 
by the Central Government, The information rekUes to the years V):U-32, 1932-33 and 
1933-34. 


Name of institution. 

Whether 

Government 

of 

India or 
aided. 

Average 
annual ex¬ 
penditure 
or annual 
grant-in- 
aid. 

1 

Average 
annual 
number of 
.students 
MUCCeSR- 
ful. 

1 

Average 

annual 

percentage 

of 

surcessful 

RtiidentR 

provided 

with 

Government 

employment. 

Bombay. 


Rs. 



Victoria Jubilee Technical Institute, 
Bombay. 

Aided by 
G. I. P. 
Railway 
(Up to May 
1936). 

6,147 

16 

64 

Training Ship “ Bufferin Bombay 

Gk)yemment 
of India. 

2,34,376 

•>9t 

25 
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Name of institution. 

Whether 

Gkivcmment 

of 

India or 
aided. 

Average 
annual ex¬ 
penditure 
or annual 
grant-in¬ 
aid. 

Average 
annual 
number of 
students 
success¬ 
ful. 

Average 

annual 

percentage 

of 

successful 

students 

provided 

with 

Government 

employment. 

Bt'figal. 


Rs. 



Ordnance Technical School, Ishapore 

Government 
of India. 

6,200 

5 

23 

Ranchrapara Technical School 

Aided by 

K. B. Rail¬ 
way. 

4.5,974 

4 

28 

Unitfd Provincas, 





Harcourt Butler Technological Insti¬ 
tute, Cawnpore. 

Aided 

20,000 

11 

7 

(Jovernment Technical School, Luck¬ 
now. 

Aided by 
E. I. Rail- 
uay. 

240 

96 

(attending). 

All were 
already in 
employ¬ 
ment. 

Government Technical School, Jhansi. 

Aide<l by 
G. r. P. 
Railway. 

31 

13 

20 

Bihar and Orissa. 





Technical School, Jamalpnr 

1 Maintained 
by E. I. 
Railway. 

1,80,781 

! 

! 

1 

1 

1 

1 75 

1 

1 

1 

! 

1 

40 Appren¬ 
tice 

MecjhanicB. 

60 Trade 
appren¬ 
tices. 

(loo Special 
Class Ap¬ 
prentices 
in 1933.34 
only). 

Indian Sr honi of Mines, Dhaiibad. 

Government 
of India. 

1,54,217 

12 Cortili- 
cato Ex¬ 
amination. 
14 Diploma, 

4 

My^orr, 




i 

Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore 

Aided 

j 1 

1,50,<X)0 

! 25 

1 • 26 

1 

1 


* Technical and industrial institutions in centrally administered areas have not been 
included. . 


t A further apprenticeship at sea is necessaiy to secure Second Mate’s Certificates: so 
far 20 ex-cadets have secured this. 


STATBMfiNTS LAID ON THE TABLE. 


63 


Information promised in reply to starred questions Nos. 17 and 18 asked by 
Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad on the 5th February, 1035. 

Contracts fob the Supply op Coolies on the Bast Indian Railway. 

No. 17 (a).—Station Masters are responsible for arranging for eoolies at the following stations :— 


Bandcl. 

Sitarampur. 

Hazaribagh Road. 

Burdwan. 

Madhupur. 

Burhee. 

Raniganj. 

Giridih. 

Japla. 

Kulti. 

Simultala. 

Sheikhpura. 

Barakar. 

Jherria. 

Nawadah. 

Gomoh. 

Kodarma. 

Bermo. 

Kudra. 


{h) If the complaint is intended to be against a station master personally, it should be made 
to his superior officer. 

(c) Convenience. 

(d) There is no necessary analogy between th<‘ two. 

Alj.ecations against the Contractoks of (yOOLiEs ON THE East Indian 

RAIEWAy. 

No. IH (d ).—The amount paid for loading and unloading goods at Moghalserai, Bareilly and 
Lucknow for the six months ending December 1934 was as follows : 

Rs. A. r. 

Moghalserai .. .. .. .. .. .. 4,045 9 0 

Bareilly .. .. .. .. .. .. 3,502 4 0 

Lucknow .. .. .. * .. .. .. 5,023 4 0 

(Saharanpur station is worked by the North Western Railway). 

Information promised in reply to nnstarred qnesiion No. 7 asked by Afr. 
V. V. Giri on the 5th Fe^yrmry^ 1935. 

Constitution and Working of Staff Committees on State Railways. 

Cojiies of circulars, etc., describing the constitution and working of the various 
forms of Staff Committees on State-owned railways have been placed in the library 
of the House. 

Information promised in reply to starnd q};estion No. 158, asked by Mr. V. V. 
Giri 07) the 12th February, 1935, 

Re-Employment of Retrenched Staff on State Raijavays. 

(tt) The number of persons who have been re-employcd after retrenchment in 1931 on the 
different State-owned Railways and the number of persons still on the waiting list is as follows : 

No. of persons No. of persons 



who have 

still borne 

Railways. 

been re-em¬ 

on the wait 

ployed after 
retrenchment 
in 1931. 

ing list. 

North Western 

4,841 

1,263 

Assam Bengal 

416 

193 

Burma 

272 

774 

Bombay, Baroda and Central India 

1,399 

752 

South Indian .. 

1,064 

197 

Great Indian Peninsula 

5,014 

3,051 

Eastern Bengal 

650 

221 

Madras and Southern Mahratta .. 

152 

135 

Bengal Nagpur 

711 

201 

East Indian .. 

• ■ 3f963 

3,759 
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(6) The number of persons appointed without previous railway experience on the different 
State-owned Railways is as follows : 


Railways. 

North Western 


No. of persons 
appointed 
without 
previous rail¬ 
way 

experience. 

mi. 

Assam Bengal 

.. 

1,880 

Burma 

.. 

32 

Bombay, Baroda and Central India 

.. 

3,018 

South Indian .. 

•• 

(a) 

Great Indian Peninsula 

.. 

1,356 

Eastern Bengal 

.. 

2,787 

Madras and Southern Mahratta 

.. 

2,574 

Bengal Nagpur 

.. 

199 

East Indian .. 

.. 

6,342 


Government are informed that outsiders have been employed by railway administrations 
in categories in which no suitable men were available from the waiting list or in cases in which 
men did not accept employment offered to them for one reason or other. 


Information ffortmed in reply to questions Nos, 173 and 174 asked by Mr, Ahmed 
Ehrahim Ilaroon Jaffer on the 12th February^ 1935, 

Terms of the Oudh Bfqubst Administered by His Majesty's Consulate, 

Baghdad. 

173. (a) The terms of the Oudh Bequest are given in treaty* No. LXII, dated 
the 17th August, 1825, printed on pages 161—16-4 of Aitchison’s Treaties, Eengage- 
menta and Hanads, Volume 11, 5th Edition (1929), which is a priced publication. Aa 
reg.'irds the Oudh Bequest administered by Tiis Majesty ^s Consul at Baghdad your 
ntteution is invited to Article 5 of the treaty. 

(b) The information asked for is contained in the statement attached. 


Treaty No. LXII. 

Agreement between His Majesty AboO’VX-Mozuffwr Morzood Been Ghazee-ood-Deen 
jSyder Shah, King of Oude, and the British Government on account of a sum 
which the former has given as a loan to the Hono^irahle Company, settled by His 
Majesty on his part, and by M. Ricletts, Esq,, Resident at the Court of the Kmg 
of Oude, on the part of the British Government, in virtue of full powers vested 
in him by the Right Honourable William Pitt, Lord Amherst, Governor-General 
in Council, etc,, etc,, 17th August, 18S5, 

Article 1, 

His Majesty the King of Oude has given as a loan, for ever, to the Honourable 
Company, one crore of Rupees, the interest whereof being five lakhs of Rupees per 
annum, will be paid from the Ist of Mohurrum, 1241 Hegira, to the persons hereafter 
particularized, by monthly instalments ; and the interest of this sum will always 
remain at five per cent, per annum though the British Government may reduce their 
interest below or raise it above the aforesaid rate. 


(a) Reports that no new recruitment has been made of categories of staff represented on the 
waiting list. 


•Copy enclosed for ready reference. 
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Article 2, 

This loan is made in perpetuity ; the Movcrcigiis of the Kingdom o£ Oude shall 
never have the power to take it buck, nor shall they exercise any interference with its 
interest. 


Article S. 

The British Government guarantees that it will pay for ever the monthly sums 
horcaitor mentioned out of the interest of the above loan, to the persons set down in 
this instrument, in the current coin of tlie plar-e where they may reside, without any 
deduetion wluitevcr. 


Article 4, 

The Honourable Company nil! aiw»vs ’'rob't the l.n joiir of th^» stipendiaries, 
who will be paid out of this fund, and it will be the protector of thedr possessions, 
such as houses and gardens (whether bestowed by the King of Oude, or purchased or built 
by thi'insclves), from the iiaiuls of the id ilim* < nemies ; and in what¬ 

ever city or country they may be, their allowances will be paid to them there. 

Article 5. 

This Agreement having been settled by Ilia Majesty the King of Oude for him¬ 
self and by M. liicketts, Esq., Resident at the Court of Lucknow, on the part of the 
British Government ; the Resident at Lucknow has delivered one copy thereof in Persian 
and English, signed and sealed by him, to His Majesty the King of Ouilc, from whom 
ho has received a counterpart, tilso duly e\ecute<l by His Majesty. The Resident engages 
to procure and deliver to His Majesty the King of Oude a copy of the same, under 
the seal and signature of the Right Honourable the Goveiuor General in Council, when 
that executed by the R^'sident will be returne<l. 

Interest Rupees Five Lolha per annum, hy >^olar Years. 

Twelve months, at per month Ruiiecs forty-om* thousand six liiiudred and sixty-six, 
ten annas, and eight English pie (Rs. 41.n<U>-iO-.s). 

To the persons attached to the new Imambareh, called Tmambareh Nujuf IJshriif, 
according to a separate detail, Rupees one thouaaiul one hundred and thirty-seven, ten 
annas, and eight pie (Rs. 1,137-10-8). 

This sum will be paid for ever to the person who will ];e appointed to the charge 
of the Imambareh through the King ami its Amlah or officers will be kept or discharged 
at the pleasure of the superintendent. 

Nabob Mobaruk Muhul, Rupees ten thousand (Rs. 10,000). 

This aiiow;uice will be paid to the Begum Nabob Mobaruk Muhul during her 
life-time, and after her demise ono-third of the allowances will be paid to any person, 
or for any purpose, she may will : the remaining two-thirda and whatever may be the 
sariiig of the one-third agreeably to the will, which will bo an addition to the two- 
thirds, or in. case of her not nvaking a will, the whole allowance is to be divided into 
two equal parts, ono-half to be given to the Nujuf Ushruf, and the other half for 
Kerbiilla to tho High Priest and Majawiirs, or persons who have its charge on the 
part of the said King, that His Majesty might thereby derive its benefits. 

Bultan Marium Begum, Rupees two thousand five hundred (Rs. 2,500). 

To bo given during the Ufe-time of Sultan Marium Begum, as to Nabob Mobaruk 
Muhul, and after her death to be appropriated in the same manner. 

Moomtaz Muhul, Rupees one thousand one hundred (1,100). 

As the foregoing. 

Surfraz Muhul, Rupees one thousand (Rs. 1,000). 

Ditto. Ditto. Ditto. 

Tho servants and dependents of Surfraz Muhul, as per separate list. Rupees nine 
hundred and twenty-nine (Rs. 929). 

163LAD > 



66 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[2nd Sep. 1936. 


To be paid in perpetuity as per separate statement. The allowance of persons 
dying without heir, to be added to the sums for Nujuf Ushruf and Kerbulla. 

.Nabob Moatummud-ood‘Dowla Behauder, Rupees twenty thousand (Rs. 20,000). 

This allowance is to be paid in perpetuity to the Nabob and his heirs. It will 
be paid in perpetuity after his demise, agreeably to his will, to his sons, daughters, 
and wives, and other dependents. If it happens that he makes no will, in that case 
the allowance is to bo given to his lawful heirs,^ according to the laws of inheritancci 
in conformity to the tenets of the Sheeas. The allowances which are assigned to his 
wifo> one son, and a daughter, from this fund, as specified below, are also to be 
continued in perpetuity separately, and whatever the Nabob may bequeath to them 
out of the above allowance, is to bo given to them in perpetuity separately ; and, 
in like manner, if a will be not made, shares are to be given to these three persons 
from the Nabob’s allowance according to law. 

Nabob Begum, the wife of Nabob Moatummud-ood-Dowla, Rupees two thousand 
(Rs. 2,000). 


This allowance is to be paid to her during her life-time, and after her death to 
be paid to her Lawful heirs, in perpetuity, according to the laws of inheritance, in con¬ 
formity to the tenets of the Sheeas. 

Nabob Auleeab Begum, the daughter of the said Nabob, Rupees one thousand 
(Rs. 1,000). 

According to the foregoing rule. 

Ameen-ood-Dowla Behauder, son of the Nabob, Rupees two thousand (Rs. 2,000). 
Ditto. Ditto. Ditto. 

Dono at Lucknow, the 1st Mohurrum, 12it llcgira^ corresponding with the 17th August, 

ms. 


MORDANT RICKETTS, 

Besident 

AMHERST. 

J. H. HARRINGTON. 

W. B. BAYLEY. 

Ratified by the Right Honourable the Governor General in Council at Fort William 
in Bengal, the" Thirtieth day of September, One Thousand Eight Hundred and Twenty- 
five A. D. 


GEO. SWINTON, 
Secretary to Government. 
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Terms of Fateh Ullah Khan’s Zinoiyah Bequest. 

174. (a) A memorandum ^ving a description of Fateh Ullah Khan’s Zindiyah 
Bequest is enclosed. 

(h) The information asked for will bo found in the statement attached. 


Annuity of Fatehvlldh Khan, otherwise known as Zandiyah Bequest. 

In the year 1822, while on a visit to India, a Persian prince named Patehnllali 
Klian, son of Lutf Ali Khan, expressed to the Buprunc Government a wish to deposit 
a certain sum in the Treasury, his object being to provide against the possible 
sequestration or extortion of a portion, at all events, of his fortune in the event of ins 
falling into disfavour in his own country. The Supremo Government were disposed 
to meet his wishes, and eventually, on January 24, 1824, he paid a sum of Rs. 40,000 
into the Treasury at Bombay, assigning the amount unconditionally to the Honourable 
East India Company. In ridurn the (company undertook, in a document of which 
a translation is annexed to this memorandum, to pay the sum of Rs. 2,400 yearly, 
being interest at 6 per cent., to Patehullnh Khan during his life-time, to his mother 
and sister after his decease, and, on the death of these, to the “ Mujtahid of all the 
priests at the ‘ sacred tomb ’ (t.c., Karbala), for the use and benefit of poor pilgrims 
and the indigent dwellers about tho hallowed region 


Translation of a paper presented in the na^ne of the Hononrahle the Governor in 
Coiineif at Bombay to Tlis Highness Prince Fatchnllah Khan on the ^4th day of 
Januaryt 1824^ by way of receipt for certain monies delivered by Jlis Highness 
into the Honourable Company*s Treasury. 

This writing is to certify that an agreement has been made on tho part of the 
Honourable Company’s Government to pay yearly, and so long as their authority shall 
last. The sum of Rs. 2,400 Bombay lupces to His Highness the Most Noble and 
illustrious Prince Fatehullah Khan, etc., etc., and wdiereas this illustrious Prince is 
without progeny and the number of his heirs is confined to two, namely, his mother 
and his sister, the? property and disposed of the above-mentioned yearly sum is hereby 
secured to him during his life time, with reversion after him to his mother and sister ; 
and on their deaths to the Mujtahid of all the Priests residing at the sacred tomb to 
bo employed by him for the use and benefit of poor pilgrims, and the indigent dw^ellers 
about that hallowed region. Tho above is written by way of document authorizing all 
the Agents of tho Honourable Company residing in Persia, whether at Baghdad, or 
at Bushire, or at Bussora, wlieii they shall have perfectly comprehend its contents 
and the object with which this paper has been written, to pay the sum therein specified, 
year by year, and without any delay or evasion either to tho Agent of the abovo-named 
illustrious Prince or to the Agents of His Highness’ mother and sister ; and after 
them, to the said Moojtahid as above-mentioned, on receiving a proper receipt from 
si*«ch person or persona. It is necessary also briefly to notice that if by accident it 
should happen that the issue of any portion of tho above-mentioned yearly payment 
should be stopped, interest shall be allowed by the Honourable Company’s Government 
at the rate of fi per cent, from the date on wiiich such issue ceased to be regularly 
made. 


(Sd.) WILLIAM SIMSON, 

Ag, Persian Secretary to Government 


True translation. 

(Sd.) WnJHAM SIMSON, 

Ag. Persian Secretary to Oovemment. 



Statevnent of account of <innuity of Fatchullah Khan otherwise Icnown as Zindivah finfucst. 
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Bagdad, (Sd-) ILLEGIBLE, 

DaUd April 3rd; 1936. 
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Information promised in reply to starred questions Nos. 198 and 199 ashed by 
IAeut.-Cdonel Sir Ueswy (lidney on the 13th Fdmuuy, 1935. 

Income-tax Officers in Bengal. 

I9&. (a) and (&). The answer is in the affirmative. 

(c) This apparently refers to the scheme of re-organisation to which effect was 
given from March, 1927. The initial pay of Income-tax Officers was from that date 
fixed at Ks. 500 and not three but six officers were allowed to draw pay at that rate 
with effect from 1st March, 1927. Ten more officers were allowed to draw pay at 
this rate with effect from Ist February, 1928. 

(d) (i) and (ii). The reply is in the affirmative. 

(m) In the case of persons recruited to the Department but not transferred from 
the Trovincial Subordinate Service of the Local (rovenimcnt, the designation of 
Assistant Income-tax Oflicer wji.s coiitimicil till a particular officer was placed in 
charge of a district. In some cases, however, Tor special reasons Assistant Income-tax 
Officers were vested with the powers of an Income-tax Officer and placed in charge of 
Districts, but for departmental purposes wore still trcatcii as Assistant Income-tax 
Officers. 

(c) 'Which three particular officers are intended is not understood. Of the six 
officers who were allowed to draw pay at the rate of Rs. aOO per month as stated in 
reply to part (c), four who came over from the subordinate civil service were 
designated Income-tax Officers from the date of their origiaal appointment in this 
department. The Last two of the batch of six nere dosign.ate.d Assistant liicoine tax 
Officers up till tho time they wore placed in clmrgo of districts. The four referred 
to above passed their departuicntiU examination before being placed in independent 
charge of districts ; at the time the other two were placed in charge of districts, they 
had already passed in all subjects except the veinaenlar and thev passed in these 
subjects later. 


Re-Organization op the Superior Stapp ok tkk Tncomk-tax Department 

IN Bengal. 


199. (a), (b), (c) and (e). Yes. 

{(1) The reply is in the negative. The Oivil Li.sl (*f April, 1927. shows in all 
69 officers (Income-tax Officers and Assistfiiil Income-tax Offiiao's^ groupc'd together 
and of tlie.se .12 officers were holding ehargo of districts at that <lfitc. Not all the 
Income-tax Officers and Assistant Income-tax Offirorn shoivn in the* list w(wo then 
confirmed. 


(/) The answ’cr i.s in the iiegati\e .ind the onlers regaidiiig the r(‘-org;niisation 
were strictly adhered to. Those orders did not direct that full effect w^as to bo given 
to^ the scheme from the 1st March, 1927 ; on the contrarv Ihex .-inihoiisod the (Vnn- 
imssioncT to give gradual effect to the srhcine. 


, (.9) (i)* The initial pay of these officers wa.s fixed under Fundamental Rule 22 (b) 

in accordantM^ with the orders of the Government of India. 

XT it!} (iii). Ot the gix offleers mentionod in tho reply to pnrt (o) of (lucstion 
No. 198 the pay of three was fixed at Bs. .fiOO from tho 1st March, 1927. Their nay 
i^ediately prior to this date was Hs. 't.^() and they were pven advance im-rements 
of Rs. .)0 wjth effect from the ."ith Angnst, li)27, as sanctioned by the Government of 
india. 


(h) All offleers other than those referred to in tho preceding part were not 
^vornme^nt *of *Tndia™ immediately and this was done with tho approval of the 


(i), (0 and (ii). Tho answer is in the affirmative. 

th** increment of one 
+ IS drawn from the 2nd of .June and it is possible that this officer 
^ ® 2nd of Juno, 1928. Tf the 

be trac^** Member gives tho name of the officer or officers concerned, the matter can 
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) Itepresentations were made by certain officers some of whom were drawing 
more than Ks. when the reorganisation orders eaine into force and sonic of whom 
were drawing Jess. To the former the Commissioner replied that their initial pay 
in the new seaJe would be fixed urnier rule (h) of the f’liiidamcntal Jiuics under which 
no benefit would accrue to them except that contemplated by that rule ami to the 
latter ho repliecl that as they had been appointcMl to a new time scale of pay the ques¬ 
tion of exercising option under h^iudamental Rule ‘J3 did not arise. 

(Ac) The question does not arise as the orders reg.anJing re-org;iriisation were fuJly 
observed. 

(/) This question also tloes not arise^ as the orders of the Government were fully 
complied with. 


Information promised in reply to starred question No. 296 asked by Mr. K» L. 
Oanl)a, on the 18th February^ .1935. 

Staft Area Councils formeu on the North Western ItAibWAY. 

(a) There are at present 30 Areas StalT Councils on the North Western llailwjiy 
introduced with a view to provi<le staft both bt(*rfite ami illiterate through tlieiV 
elected representatives Avith a moans to discuss staff alf;iirs and Avelfare ques¬ 
tions. 

(h) The Agent, North Western Kiiilwax, K'por?^ tint no record has been m.mi- 
tainod ami that the compilation of ll.o iiifoiiiiatioii would entail a great deal of 
labour not eommensurate with the re'-ults to be obtained. 

(e) The Agent, N'orlh Weatorn Railway, fiirtlu'r reports that glass tumblers 
are supplied to senior subordinates Avithout racial discrimination. The request made 
by the Headquarters AT<*a SI a if (Vuiricil w’as considered but it was not accepted a-^ 
there arc Avatermen employed in the lieadquarter’s oflicc, an ho have orders to supply 
drinking Avater to the stall. 

(d) The Agent, North Western RaihA’ay, reports that only one Member of the 
Headquarters Area IStaff Council resigned ^ving as his reason Ins inability to con¬ 
tinue as a member and that this information in regard to other Area Staff Councils 
is not available in his office. 

(e) and (/). (roveriiiuent understand that the Areas Staff Councils provide tin' 
staff both literate and illiterate through their elected represent;!tiA’es, Avith a means 
to discuss st.'itr affairs and Avelfare (picstioii and that the resolutions passed by these 
Councils are giA^ni duo eonsidi'ratioii before docisums are re;iched and that judging 
by the <*xtonsive use made of this machinery it is much appreci.ated by the staff. 
G(»veTiiiuent are, therefore, not prepared to accept the suggestion contained in the 
Honourable Member's question that any money is wasted in maintaining this 
machinery. 


Informatimi prmnised in reply to parts (6) to {e) of sfarrrd qvesiion No. 308 
cashed by Mr. Lalrhavd Navalrai on the ISth Fi binary, 1935. 

Alteration in the Date of Birth of Literate Staff on the North 

Western Railway. 

.308. {!)) The Agent, North Western Railway, reports that since 1031 the pro¬ 
cedure iii connection Avitli the alterations in the recorded dates of birth of illiterate 
Btalf has been that applications for alteration in the date of birth are investigated 
by examining the records and by interAdewing the men concerned Avith a reference 
to the Medical Officer in case of doubt. 

(e) The procedure hitherto did not provide for alterations in the case of literate 
staff of OA^er five years' service. 

(d) and (c). As the procedure followed on the North Western Raih\;xy was -lot 
strictly in accordance with the intentions of the Railway Board as stated in the 
reply given by the Chief Commissioner of Railways referred to in the question, the 
Agent, North Western Railway, has been instructed to modify the instructions so as 
to admit of each case being dealt with on its merits in accordance with the policy 
of the Railway Board. 



promised in reply to starred questions Nos. 331 and 590, asJced by Sardar Sam Singh on the 20th and 27th 

February, 1935, respectively. 

Security Demanded from Presses, Printers and Publishers. 

Community of Printers and Publishers as Jar known. 


[2ndSef. 1935. 
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Informo^io^ promised in reply to starred question No, 341 asked by Khan Sahib 
Shaikh FazUi-Haq Pirarha on the 20th February^ 1933, 

Consideration op the Claims op Guards op the Rawalpindi Division 
WHO PAILED IN THE NiGHT ViSlON TeST. 

Tho Agent, North Western Railway, reports as follows ; 

(a) Tlie duties and tho functions of the Central Labour Exchange, Moghulpura, 
;iK Uiey obtained in 1931 are contained in the attached Memorandum. Since then 
the work of absorbing surplus stall* has also been placed under the control of lliat 
Exehaiige. 

(ft) and {g). Staff declared medically unfit for cuiploymeiit in their own 
category, but considered fit for employment in other classes in uhich at the moment 
jio suitable appointment can be found, are considered eligible for leave duo pre- 
p.uj.tory to retiremcni. Kiuployees who are granted such leave may, if suitable 
ajipoMitoieiits can be found for them while they are on leave, be recalh'd and put 
bio'k to work in those appoinlinents. Jn addition to this, orders have lately been 
issued that even after the expiration of Jeave pending retireuuMit such should 

he • onsiilered to have a prior claim before outsiders for any suibibie '‘mployment 
vhich may become available. 

((O and (d). Responsibility for attunpting to find iinploymeiit for Guarils who 
liavi- failed in night vision rests primarily with the Divisions, who register their 
naiiuM, sending a cot»y for information to the (knitral Labour Exchange. It has been 
round possible during the last two years to provide alternative (‘iiiploymeiit fi r such 
(bianls on the Lahore, Delhi, Multan and Quetta Divisions to a greater extent than 
on the Rawalpindi Division where a fewer number of vacaneies have occurred. 

(«; The following is a list of seven guards, who have failed in vision test' on the 
Kaualpindi Division since 1932 and for whom no suitable employment has yet been 
toinid. Out of these seven, four are still on leave preparatory to retirement and 
tiu' remaining three have retired on expiration of their leave. Their uaines and the 
dates on which each of tlie seven men failed arc given below’ ; 

Name. Date on which failed. 


!• Mr. Kaushi Ram 

2. Mr. Des Raj, son of n3vi Dial 

3. Mr. Krishen Lai 

4. Mr. Khushwaqt Rai 
5« Mr. Shiv Nath 

Mr. Allah Ditta 

7* Mr. Des Raj, son of Shankor Dass 

(/) The names of such employees an 
stall., but they were noted for suitable 
parts (&) and (j) above from the dates 


.. 5th Jiilv, 1912 Passed C.-2. 

Unfit for l.iiggagc Guard. 

.. 29th October, 1932. 

.. 9th Ma., 1933. 

12th September, 1933. 

3rd Nov ‘Tib^r, 1933. 

.. loth \pril, 1931. 

19th Noverubop, 1931. 

not borne on any waiting list of retrenched 
employment, as described in the reply to 
mentioned in paragraph (e). 


There are at present no vaeniieics of the Luggage or Road Van guards on the 
Rawalpindi Division to be filled up. 

(h) Such Guards will only draw pay during the period of their leave pending 
retirement and not during any interval which may elapse between the expiration of 
that leave and the date of their re-employment. 


Memorandum, 

1. The Central Labour Exchange will maintain a complete record of the name 
with full particulars of every individual employee discharged as surplus to establish¬ 
ment under the present economy campaign on the new Labour Exchange Card. 

2. The names and full particulars of such staff must, therefore, be com- 
miinicatcd to the Central Labour Exchange irrespective of whether any such men 
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have since been given fresh employment, have secured employment elsewhere, 
expressed their unwillingness to serve again or are unlikely to accept any offer of fresh 
employment for any other reason. 

3. The Central Labour Exchange will perform the work of recruitment of all 
staff in classes and grades controlled by Head Office from amongst discharged surplus 
employee.-s and theieforo demands must bo placed on him when vacancies in such 
categories <K‘ciir. 

4. Divisions and extra-divisional officers will perform the work of recruitment 
of all staff in classes and grades controlled by them from amongst discharged surplus 
employees so long as they arc able to comply >vith certain conditions and when no 
longer able to do so, will place their demands on the Central Ijabour Exchange. 

5. To enable Divisional and extra-divisional offices to work to these general 
princijilos and the Central Labour Exchange to supervise the offers of fresh employ¬ 
ment Form C (copy attached) will continue to be used but will bo amplified by the 
addition of eolnmns to show the following information : 

(i) Community, 

(ii) Date of discharge, 

(in) The offer of employment made with scale .and rate of pay, 

(?r) Acceptances of offers of empIo\inent, 

(ij) Ite.ioct ion-> of olTerts of employiuenI, 

(ri) Failures to reply to offers of employment. 

6. Commencing with the week ending 4rii 1031, Ftjrm C (copy attached) 

revised should be pj(‘pau*d in triplicate, one coj>y btdng forwarded to the Central 
Labour ^Exchange with a cerfincate that all names of discharged employees have been 
communicated and thereafter a weekly statement to show' any further discharges 
that may take place accompanied by a certificate that no names have been omitted, 
a nil statement being submitted when no discharges have taken place, one copy 
handed to your Assistant Staff’ Warden and one kept by von. 

7. When making off’ers of fresh employment to discharg('d staff of classes and 
grades controlled by you the order of seniority observed at tiic time of disidiarge will 
be applied when le-employing suipUi,-^ staff, t fi, tin most sen,or ihscliargCMl employee, 
according to whether discharge ivas based on Divisional, Sub-divisional sectional 
seniority or the seniority at a station shed .)r iji a tnide or from among staff work¬ 
ing under an individual, will be the first to be offered fresh ciiijiloyment subject to 
the instructions in regard to the adequate representation of minority communities. 

8. A fresh service record is to be opoiusl for each discharged emplriyoo given 
fresh einiiloyineiit and old records caiefiiUy filed, where* siudi an employee has had 
pn vions service olsew'here liis old record must be called and the Central Labour 
Exchange informed of his rc-empIoyment at the same time. 

11. An c.r-employeo refusing fresh eir.nloynicut in his substautixo appointment, 
is not to bo given another offer without reference to this office. 

10. An cj-emjdoyee refusing fresh employment in lower post may be given 

another offer of employment in turn in his substantive appointment witliout 
penalty. 

n. An employee accepting fredi employiiu-iit in a post low'cr than that pre¬ 

viously held by him sul)slanli\cly or dcMuoted or having accepted employment in a 
lower ])ost as an altcfaalice to discharge under reduction of establishment should 
subject to good work, be given d.no consideration for promotion in lurn as inter¬ 
preted in item 7 above when a suitable opportunity offers to the class or grade in 
which he was formerly employed {>r to a post of an equivalent or lower rank. 

12. All acceptances, rejections and failures to reply to offers of employment 
must bo duly recorded. 

13. It is not proposed to fix a time-limit during which offers of employment will 

remain open in view of the distances the homes of such men may be from their work 

and the possibility of po(»r facilities for transport but ordinarily not less than one 
week should be allmved. 

14. No outsider is to be engaged without the authority of this office. 



Form* C.* 

SiaUifJtni shfnving particuloTS of Staff discharged as a measure of economy. 
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Information promised in rej^ to starred questions Nos. 393, 395 and 396 euked 
^ Mr, Mohan Lai Saksena on the 21st Fdmtary, 1935. 

DEaBABATION OF FeBSONS WHO FAIL TO PASS THE BeFBESHEB CiOUBSES OF 
THE ChANDAUSI AND AsANSOL BaILWAY SCHOOLS. 

393. (a) There is no Training School at Asansol. As regards the school at 
Chandausi, (government are informed that the Divisional Superintendents have been 
given discretion to decide on the merits of each case the fitness of staff who fail 
ill Hefresher Courses for continuance in their posts and whether further iiicTeiiieuts 
should or should not be withheld. 

(/>) Yes, according to the orders current at the time. 

(tj) The object of llie Uefresher CVarses is to keep tJie staff posted up to date 
in rules directly connected with their duties and to maintain .a uniform standard 
of eflicieiu*y. In the case of train passing staff these courses also servo a double 
purpose 111 that they ensure compliance with rules 327 and 3o0 of the Indian fcitate 
Itaihvays—General Hides for Open Dines of Hallways in British India which require 
that an operator of block and token instruments shall hold a certificate of competency 
and that the certificate shall be periodically renewed. The danger to life and limb 
associated with train operation is a matter of such gravity to passengers and railway 
staff that tlu* necessity for a periodical bvst of the efficiency of those responsible 
cannot be exaggerated. 

(fl) Government coiLsiuer that it is necessary to take steps to see that the staff 
maintain the degree of efficiency required to ensure the safety and comfort of the 
travelling public and to prevent deterioration of the modern standard of jirofieiency 
which it is the aim of railways to mainlaiii. 

(c) Government do not propose to issue any general orders but Divisional 
fc?uperinlendents have been authorised to review past cases of failure to pass the 
Kel’resher Course. 


DEMO'nON OF CERTAIN 1)RIVER.S ON THE EaST INDIAN RAILWAY. 

395. (a) Yes. 

(6) These men were demoteil in 1931 as a measure of economy. No under¬ 
taking was given to them, but in the insti uclions issued by the Railway Board for 
the guidance of the Agents, State-managed Raihvays, re. carrying out the reduction 
of staff, it was laid down that when an employee who is retained in a lower 
post is 8ubse<iuently promoted to his former grade, due consideration should be paid 
to the length and character of his previous service in determining his pay on such 
promotion. 

(c), (d), (f) and (/). The Agent, East Indian Railway, reports that under the 
rules these employees could ouly bo given pay on re-promotion to their former grades 
at the rates previously drawn by them. 

The Chief Operating Superintendent, hoivever, erroneously issued orders fixing 
their p.ay at rates which they would have drawn had they not been demoted. These 
orders were ultra vires of the terms of Fundamental Rule 26 (a) according to which 
only periods of service in a post on a time-scale count, for increment in that scale. 
Revised orders were therefore issued in August, 1934, regarding the fixation of their 
pay in conformity with the rules. 

(ff) In view of the position explained in reply to parts (o), (d), (e) and (/) 
of the question, Government do not consider it necessary to order the re-fixation of 
their salaries. 


Baoiat, Discrimination in the Supply of Uniforms and Occupation of 
Quarters, etc., in the Mobadabad Division, East Indian Railway. 

396. Tlie Agent, East Indian Railway, reports : 

(a) Bacial discrimination in the matter of supply of uniforms has been eliminated 
In the revised dress regulations. Quarters are provided for staff in accordance with 
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tlieii grades and modes of living aud racial discrimination is not made. Bimning 
looms arc constructed so as to meet the requirements of the different communities, as 
different castes and creeds object to living and eating in the same rooms. 

(0) Uniform is supplied in accordance with the grade of the Station Masters 
Hnd Assistant Station Masters irrespective of ivhether the grade is occupied hy a 
J'hiropean, Anglo-Indian or an Indian. 

(c) and (d). Government are informed that full uniforms are provided for 
certain grades of Assistant SStation Masters while for other less important grades 
only jackets are provided. Government do not consider it necessary to provide full 
uniforms to all grades of station Masters and Assistant Station Masters. 


Information promised in reply to starred questions Nos. 4M, 407 and 408, asked 
by Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim, on the 21st February, 1935. 

Ignobinq of thk Claims of old Travelling Ticket Examiners on the 
North Western Railway. 

406. (a) Special Ticket Examiners who have been given the option to retain the 
scales of pay, formerly allowed to Travelling Ticket Examiners, as personal to them 
throughout, will bo borne on a pro forma list and their promotions regulated in 
riccoT<ianco with the vacancies occurring among the old Travelling Ticket Examiners, 
according to the number of posts which existed '*n 31st May, 1931. Government are 
informed that no outsid(*r.s have been appointed on the old scales of pay of Travtdling 
Ticket Examiners and their chances of piomolioii to higher grades on the old scales 
ol* pay hav(^ not boon affoeted. 

{b) and (d). No. Eresumahly the Honourable Member is referring to Mr. Bhagat 
Wingh, Watch and Ward Inspector (pay Rs. 140 per mensem), who was selected to 
odicialc as a Head Special Ticket Kxaininor on Hs. 210 per mensem (in the grade 
Bs. 210—10—270) on the 16th duly, 1926. Ilia service on the North Western Ibiil- 
way dates from 17th July, 1923, aud his pay w'as regulated under Article o2G of the 
('•ivil Service Kegulations. 

(o) Government are informed that railway administrations have framed no rules 
1 elating to the i)ay of military pensioners on employment which is regulated under 
Article /126 of the Civil Servuco Kegulations. Government are, however, informed 
that there has been no breach of the rule referred to abov»*, 

(e) This is a matter which has been left to the Agent to decide. Government are 
not prepared to interfere with the action taken. 


Non-Maintenance of the Strength of the old Travelling Ticket 
Examiners on the North Western Railway. 

407. (a) No. In the letter referred to an option was given to special Ticket 
Examiners who prior to the 1st June, 1931, held permanent posts as Travelling 
licket Examiners in a substantive capacity of retaining the old scales of pay as 
personal to them. 

(ft) Yes. 

(o) Seven with effect from January, 1932. The strength is in accordance with 
present requirements. 

(d) Yes. The action taken is in accordance with that decision. 

(e) Yes. 

Promotion of Old Travelling Ticket Examiners on the North Western 

Railway. 


408. (a) (i). 12. 

(w) 1. 

(ft) 12. 
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(o) 12 from dates varying from June, 1932 to June, 1934. 

(d) It is not the practice to publish the seniority lists of staff of this descrip¬ 
tion. 

(s) One for about 10 months. 

InformcUim promised in reply to part (d) of unstarred question No. 42 ashed by 
Srijut N. C. Bardaloi on t^ 22nd February^ 1935. 

Indian Tea Licensing Committee. 

There are no tea estates in South India, in which existing members of the 
Licensing Committee are interested, which have been inspected by or 'on behalf of 
the Indian Tea Licensing Committee. One estate, namely Talliar, in which a pre¬ 
vious member of the Licensing Committee is interested was, however, inspected by an 
Officer appointed by the Licensing Committee. 


Information promised in reply to unstarred question No. 51 asked by U Thien 
Maung^ on the 22nd Februaryy 1935. 

Burmans employed as Officers in certain Departments and Services in 

Burma. 


Name of Depart¬ 
ment or service. 

(«) 

Number and per¬ 
centage of 

I Burmans. 

(6) 

All India per¬ 
centage of 
Indians. 

(c) 

. -''Steps being taken by Government to 
increase the number of Burmans 
in the near future. 

1. railway DE- 
partment. 

(GAZETTED 

OFFICERS.) 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

8 and 7-2 

41-26 

1 

The Burma Railway Company accept¬ 
ed the recommendation of the Lee 
Commission ^dth a reservation in 
regard to Burmans instead of Indians 
to the extent of 7.6 per cent, adding 
that this percentage could only be 
reached if the requisite number of 
qualified Burmans became avail¬ 
able. 

Since the taking over of the Burma 
Railways by the Government of 
India in 1929 recruitment to the 
superior services on the Burma 
Railways has been made under the 
same arrangements as are applic¬ 
able to recruitment to the Superior 
State Railway Services in India. 
The Railway Board have, however, 
appointed suitable qualified 

Burmans or persons of Burma 
domicile as far as possible. Two 
such persons were appointed last 
year, one for training in the Engi¬ 
neering Department and the other 
for training in the Mechanical Engi¬ 
neering and Transportation (Power) 
Departments ; the former has since 
been appoint^ to the service. 

The future arrangements will be arriv¬ 
ed at after discussion between the 
management of the Burma Rail¬ 
ways and the Burma Government. 
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Name of Depart¬ 
ment or service. 


(«) 

Number and per¬ 
centage of 
Burmans. 


W 

All India per¬ 
centage of 
Indians. 


(c) 

Steps being taken by Government to 
increase the number of Burmans 
in the near future. 


-> telegraph NU 
depart¬ 
ment. 

(SUPERIOR 

telegraph 
engineer¬ 
ing AND 

WIRELESS 

branches 

OF THE IN¬ 
DIAN POSTS 

and tele¬ 
graphs de¬ 
partment.) 


Does not arise In the rules for recruitment to the 
Superior Telegraphs Engineerinu 
and Wireless Branches published 
in 1932 and 1933 preference was 
given to a Burman in respect of the 
vacancy reserved for a member of a 
minority community, but on both 
occasions a qualifi^ Burman was 
not available. 

As recruitment to these Branches 
is by competitive examination hdd 
by the Public Service Commission 
and in view of the revised rules 
published in July 1934 on the sub¬ 
ject of communal representation 
in (V*ntral Services recruited on an 


all-India Government regret 

that they are unable to take any 




1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

special steps to recruit Burmans to 
the Superior Telegraph Engineer¬ 
ing and Wireless Branches unless 
individual Burman candidates 
attain a high qualifying standard 
in the examination. 

3. CUSTOMS .. 

ClassI:Nt7 .. 

Class II: 3 and 
12-60. 

I 

Class I: 56% | 

Class II: 57% 

! 

No special reservation have been 
made for Burmans in the Customs 
service. 

4. MILITARY 
POLICE. 

46 aud 15-97 .. 

The Military ^ 
Police is not 
and all-India 
force. 

1 

A rc-organisation of the Burma 
Military Police is proposed 

under which the number and 

percentage of Burman officers will 
be increased to 66 and 22*06 res- 
pcctively. 

6. ARMY 

68 and 47*8 .. 

1 

6-16 

No particular steps are being taken 
to increase the number of Burmans 
for appointment to the Army. 
They are now recruited to tho full 
establishment of the units of the 
Burma Rifles. They are, however, 
eligible for entry into tho Indian 
MBitary Academy, Dehra Dun, as 
Indians are, either direct or through 
the ranks. 

0. INCOME-TAX 

Class 1:1 and 
20%. 

Class n : 27 snd 
47%. 

Class 1:78 

ClaBsU:96 

Same as for Customs. 
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Name of Depart¬ 
ment or service. 

(«) 

Number and per¬ 
centage of 
Burmans. 

(l>) 

All India per¬ 
centage of 
Indians. 

1 (c) 

Steps being taken by Government to 
increase the number of Burmans 
in the near future. 

7. CURBENCY 
OFFICE, 
RANGOON. 

Nil 

Does not arise 

Same as for Customs. 

8. THE ACCOUNT¬ 
ANT GENE¬ 
RAL’S OFPICE- 
RANGOON. 

Officers of the /. 
2 and 28-67 .. 

Assisiar^ A 
Nil 

A, and A, S, 
86-83 

ccounts Officers. 
97-37 

Same ns for Customs. 

9. INDIAN CIVIL 
SERVICE (IN¬ 
CLUDING OFKI 
CERS HOLD¬ 
ING LISTED 
POSTS). 

39 and 25-49 .. 

43-11 

A certain number of vacancies in 
Burma is sot apart for Biirman can¬ 
didates every year. Besides, offiw 
cers of the Provincial Civil Service 
are eligible for promotion to listed 
posts. 

10. INDIAN PO¬ 
LICE. 

8 and 10-67 .. 

25-88 

According to the scheme accepted 
by the Sceretary of vState the Indian 
Police eadre in Burma is eventually 
to consist of 50 per cent. Burmans. 
Recruitment in the province is be¬ 
ing regulated accordingly and the 
number of Burmans is thus being 
gradually increased. 

11. INDIAN ME¬ 
DICAL SER¬ 
VICE. 

3 and 9 

(excluding tem¬ 
porary Com¬ 
missioned offi¬ 
cers.) 

34 (Excluding 
temporary 
Commission¬ 
ed officers). 

Burmans are eligible for selection for 
commissions in the Indian Medical 
Service equally with other Indians. 
The numbers admitted depend 
upon the merits of the Burman can¬ 
didates offering in comparison with 
others. 

12. THE RAN¬ 
GOON PORT 
TRUST. 

23 and 27 

Information 
not collected. 

The power to fill appointments in the 
service of the Rangoon Port Com¬ 
missioners, other than the appoint¬ 
ments of Chairman and Vice- 
Chairman, vests in the Commis¬ 
sioners themselves by virtue of the 
Rangoon Port Act, 1905. The 
Commissioners normally fill their 
higher appointments by promo¬ 
tion from the lower grades. When, 
however, there is no employee 
available with the required quali¬ 
fications and recruitment has- to 
be made from outside, special 
consideration is given to oandidatea 
of Burman domicile. 
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Information promised in reply to unstarred question No. 104 ashed by Mr. Sri 
Prakasa on the 22nd February^ 1935. 

Lavatories in the Third Class Carriages on the Bengal and North 
Western and the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railways. 

3. Lighting arrangements. 

Bengal and North Western Railway. —There are no lavatories in third class 
carriages without lights but in some of the older carriages light is admitted from 
carriage lighting through panes of glass at the tops of lavatory doors. Separate 
bulbs are being htted in the lavatories of these carriages its they pass through shops 
for periodical repairs and orders have been given to expedite the work. 

Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway. —Lights have been provided in the 
latrines of all third class compartments on Metre Gauge system. 

JI. Accommodation. 

Bengal and North Western Railway. —In coaches of roi-ont construction the 
design admitted of third class latrines measuring 12 scjuarc feet and this scale of 
accommodation will be provided in stock to be built in future. The old carriages 
have latrines with an area of 8.54 square feet. When these carriages come into 
shops for rebuilding, the floor area of latrines will be incrcaescd to approximately 
12 square feet. 

Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway. —The latrines of old third class 
carriages, which are now few in number, have a floor area of 6 to 10.5 square feet. 
All the latrines of new stock now built have au area of 12 to 12.5 square feet and 
over, except Bogie third and Brake Vans, wliich have 9 square feet floor area owing 
to the position of the bogies and the Guard’s band-brake, top operated. 


Information promised in reply to part (a) (ii) of starred question No. 540 asked 
by Mr. Amare^idra Nath Chattopadhyaya on the 25th February, 1935. 

Certain Particulars regarding East Indian Railway Employees. 

The number of retrenched staff re-employed, after the retrenchment in 1933 up 
to July, 1935, on the East IndLan Railway, was 3,963. 


Information promised in reply to starred question No. 573 asked by Mr. MuJuim- 
mad Azhar Ali on the 26th February, 1935. 

Mileage Allowance of Train Despatch Clerks, etc., op the old Oudii 

5 AND RoHILKUND RAILWAY. 

The reply to the first part is in the affirmative. Government have, however, 
been informed since that the previous reply, referred to by the Honourable Member, 
related to Train Despatch Clerks who travel in trains taking and delivering railway 
dak on the old Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway portion of the East Indian Railway 
and are not entitled to mileage allowances. Persons now referred to bjr the 
Honourable Member are supernumerary brakesmen of the old Oudh and Rohilkhand 
Railway who, pending absorption in some other suitable posts, are being utilised 
to work as letter delivery clerks and arc being paid mileage allowance because they 
were entitled to it as brakesmen. Government consider that the contin(iar<*e of th'^ 
mileage allowances to staff working as letter delivery clerks is not according to their 
present policies and the Agent, East Indian Railway, has been instructed to dis¬ 
continue the practice and to absorb the men in categories the duties of which they 
are actually performing. 

L163IiAD r 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[2md Sep. 1936. 


Information promised in reply to the supplementaries to starred question No. 698 
asked by Mr, Muhammad Azhar Ali on the 27th February^ 1935. 

Different Cadres of the Establishment of the East Indian Railway. 

The information readily available is contained in the following publications : 

(1) East Indian Railway Classified List of subordinate staff of all Depart¬ 

ments on scales of pay rising to Rs. 250 and above. 

(2) East Indian Railway Revised scales of pay (1934) for non-gazetteid 

staff. 

(3) Classified List of SStato Railway Establishment and Distribution Return 

of Establishment of all Railways. 

Copies of these publications will be found in the Library of the House. 


Information promised in reply to parts (d) and {e) of starred question No. 602 
asked by Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali on the 27th February, 1935. 

Transfer of Control of the Railway School op Transportation, 
Chandausi, to the Agent, East Indian Railway. 

The Agent, East Indian Railway, reports : 

“ (d) The staff of Railway Schools of Transportation at Chandausi were fitted 
into the revised scales of pay from the 16th August, 1933, the date from which they 
elected the revised scales of pay. 

(o) The Circular in question was not applied with retrospective effect, but from 
the 16th August, 1933. 


Information promised in reply to a supplementary question by Professor N. G. 

Ranga to starred question No. 612 asked by Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad on the 
27th February, 1935. 

Profit and Loss Account of a Sugar Factory. 

The minimum prices of sugar cane fixed by the Governments of the United Pro¬ 
vinces and Hihar and Orissa, for the season 3934-35, were published in the United 
Provinces Government's notification No. 2918|XVlII-676-34, dated the 25th October, 
1934, and the Bihar and Orissa Government's notification No. 2284'D., dated the 10th 
December, 1934, respectively. Copies of these notifications have been placed in the 
Library of the Legislature. 


Information promised in reply to starred question No. 628 asked by Dr. N. B. 
Khare on the 27th February, 1935. 

Promotion op Indian Guards on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

The Agent, Great Indian Peninsula Railway, reports : 

(a) No Indian guards have been promoted to the passenger service. All 
vacancies since the current policy was introduced have been filled by retrenched 
passenger guardsJ 

(h) No Anglo-Indian and European goods guards are stationed and working 
on branch lines. At present Anglo-Indian and European guards are in the higher 
grades which arc not utilised for branch line working. Owing to the fall in traffic 
etc., recruitment according to the current policy has been at a standstill. ^ 

( 0 ) Although designated and paid as “ goods guards those working on branch 
lines are required to work all services on the branch lines. Indian goods guards 
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are eligible for promotion to the passenger grades. None have yet been promoted 
because their turn for promotion on seniority has not occurred ; promotion generally 
has been restricted by the fall in traiiic and economy measures. 

(d) ^es, Indian goods guards have not been promoted to passenger service along 
with Anglo-Indian and European guards for the reasons given in parts (a) and (e) 
of the (juestU)ii. 

(e) Indian goods guards are allowed to work off and on on passenger services on 
the main line. They have given satisfaction on such service. They have not been 
promoted to the passenger service for the reasons already stated in parts (a) and (o) 
of the question. 


Infortmtion promised in reply to unstarred question No. 127 asked by Mr. B. B. 

Varma on the 5th Marche 1935. 

Non-Adoption op Short Time Method op Spreading Work in State Rail¬ 
way Workshops. 

With the exception of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway, State-owned Railways 
generally adopted short-time working in most of tlieir workshops for varying periods. 
A statement giving the required information is placed below. 


Statement showing the number of sTeillrd, unskilled and semi-skilled labour employed 
in each of the State-owned Railway Workshops at the end of official year 
1934-36. 


Name of Railway. 

Number of labour employed. 

Remarks. 

Skilled. 

Semi¬ 

skilled. 

Un¬ 

skilled. 

South Indian 

2,994 

267 

879 


Assam Bengal 

1,499 


707 


Great Indian Peninsula 

* 

* 1 

* 

* The classification given in the 

Madras ad Southern 

6,743 

1,272 

1,672 

question is not used. The 
number of employees of the 
artisan class and inferior la¬ 
bourers is 6,601 and 2,997 res¬ 
pectively. 

Mahratta. 




North Western 

0,33Ot 

2,468t 

2,273t 

f Include 245, 532, 407, skilled. 

Bombay, Baroda and 

6,233 

2,461 

3,462 

semi-skilled and unskilled 

temporary labourers respec¬ 
tively. 

Central India. 




Burma 

1,693 

405 

822 


Bengal Nagpur 

3,661t 

2.564J 

3,011 

X In addition there are 90 men 

East Indian 

ll,850f 

4,604f 

4,249 

who have not yet been classi¬ 
fied as skilled or semi-skilled. 

§ Includes 330 Trade appren¬ 

Eastern Bengal 

2,487 

3,386 

1,621 

tices. 
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Information promised in reply to a supplementary question by Dr. Ziauddin 
Ahmad to starred qttastion No. 723 asked by Mr. S. Satyamurti on the 

7th March, 1935. 

Personnel op the Indian Lac Research Institute. 

There are standing instructions for the supply to the Library of the Legialutive 
ABsembly of all publications issued by the Indian Lac Research Institute and a 
complete set of the publications issued so far is available in the Library of the 
House. 


Infonmtion promised in reply to unstarred question No. 146 asked by Mr. S.K. 

Hosrmni on ike 9th March^ 1935. 

Employment of a Watchman on the Shedrau Lakin Road Level 
Crossing of the Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway. 

The Agent, Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway, reports ; 

(a) Only one accident occurred at the level crossing referred to during the last 
two months. This was entirely duo to the carelessness of the cart driver in not 
exercising sufficient caution before crossing the Rsiihvay. 

(b) There is no permanent watchman at this crossing. It is not proposed to 
provide one, as the amount of traffic using tho crossing does not justify such an 
appointment. 


Information promised in reply to unstarred question No. 149 asked by Mr. 
V. V. Giri on the 9th March, 1935. 

Promotions of Indian Guards on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

The Agent, Great Indian Peninsula Itailway, reports : 

“ (a) No representation has been received in this olliee at present. The ciues- 
tion has been raised in the Railway Staff (^)uiicil where it is under discussion. 

(b) A statement, giving Ui * n-,' •! ^.ion is at+mlied. 

(c) Posts of passenger guards on tlie main line are not being denied to Indians, 
They are eligible and will undoubtedly be promoted to the grades working the main 
line, but up to the present, promotion has been slow owing to light traffic and economy 
measure. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) The procedure for promotion of present B '' grade guards, if suitable and 
when vacancies occur is under consideration with the Railway Staff Council on which 
the staff are represented.’’ 



Summary StaiemeiU ahetoing Number and Percentagt of Guards by Communities employed on the GreoJt Indian Peninsula Raihoay, 
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If^oTfifuUion protnised vn reply to wista/rred gwstwn No, 169 asked by Mr . B, B, 
Ya/rma on the 9th March, 1935, 

Posting of Assistant Surgeons to Hospitals on the East Indian 

Kailway. 

The Agent, East Indian Ilaiiway, reports ; 

(a) Three hospitals with 10 beds in each and 23 dispensaries with emergencjr 
beds ranging from 2 to 7 beds in each. 

(b) No. With one exception llie Sub-Assistant SSurgeons on the East Indian 
Railway are qualified to practice medicine, surgery and midwifery under the various 
Medical Acts of the Legislature in force in this country and, therefore, are fully 
qualified to perform iiia.ior operatunw. 

(c) This is not necessary as no disability is suffered by employees owing to the 
absence of Assistant burgeons in certain railway hospitals. 


InformeUion promised in rejjly to nmtarred qmstion No. 198 asked by Mr. B. B, 

Varma on the 9th March, 1936. 

Treatment op Indian Staff in the East Indian Railway Hospital 

AT Tundla. 

The Agent, FJast Indian Railway, reports : 

(а) Three. 

(б) No. 

(c) No. 

(d) The number of Indian ^latemity cases tn‘ated during the hist ihrol^ years 
is 30 with 1 mortality. The number of nondiidiaii Mntcinity cases treated during the 
last three years is 35 with no mortality. 

(c) It is not known, wlietlier Ma* services (;f a private doctor .ire available in 
or about Tundla. There is no Assistant Surgeon posted at the Railway Hospital, 
It is not a fact that Indian patients dd not obt.ain adequate medieal assistance in 
serious cases at the Railway hospital. 

(/) No. The District Me<lical Officer attends to all patieiita without racial dis¬ 
crimination. No separate records of Indians and non-Indians are kept in the Out- 
Patient's Department. 

During the last 3 years 124 non-Indians and 1,370 Indians WTre treated as indoor 
patients. The District Medical Officer is responsi]>l(* to the Railway administration 
for all these patients. 

(p) No fee is charged for accommodation and treatment. In addition employees 
drawing a salary up to Rs. 30 per month get free diet at the Hospital. 


Information promised in reply to parts (a) to (c) of unstarred qmstion No. 160 
asked by Mr. B. B. Varma on the 9th Mareh, 1935. 

Stakf cxassiwed as Intermittent on the Bast Indian Railway. 

(o) No. 
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(_l>) The Agent, East Indian EaHway, reports as foUows : 


Number of inter* 


Division. 

lotal number 
of intermittent 
workers. 

1 mittent workers 

i housed in Railway 
quarters near their 
! places of work. 

! 

Howrah .. 

2,748 

1,699 

Asansol .. 

2.649 

1,678 

Dinapore.. 

1,870 

M40 

Allahabad 

2,098 1 

I 

1 1,329 

Lucknow.. 

1,636 i 

1,337 

Moradabad 

2,39J ’ 

1.467 

1 


(o) The Hours of Employment Itogulations <lo not proviu-’ rest days for inter- 
mituait workers. 


Infortmtion promised in reply to unbarred questions ^os. 101, IGV^ 111, 172, 
173, 177, 182 and 197 nski-d by Mr. H. B. Ywnm on the 9th March, 1935. 

Working HottRs of Statjon Masters on certain Stations on the Bast 

Indian Railway. 

161. No. The A^ont, East Indian Rjiihvay, r(‘j)orts that : 

(i) the duty hours of th.‘ station masters of ZjiiD.ania, Chausa. 8uiyadraja, 
Karmnas.'i, Majhvvar, Twiiiinj^ Ganj and 8akaldiha riro 68^ i\ week ; 

(li) tile duty hours of the station master, Fatehpur, are 66 a week and 
that 

(iit) the duty hours of the st.atioii master at Ohandausi do not normally exceed 
60 Si week. 


Non-Supply of Wtnteu Uniforms to Thavellijsio Tickkt Examiners 
AND Inspectors in the TIoiymiT Dtvtsion. 

169. (ft) Government understand winter uniforms have not been sui)plicd to the 
staff referred to employed on the throe Tjower Divisions, 'iTiz., Howrah, Dinapui and 
Asf.nsol Divisions. 

(2i) The Agent, East Indian Itailway, reports that during 1933 31 it was decided, 
as a measure of economy, to curtail the supply of wdiitiT uniforms to certain 
categories of staff on the three Lower Divisions by extending the period of use 
from one year to two years. It has since been decided from the coining winter of 
1935-36 again to supply winter inp'‘'o'ms amiu.ill^. 


Promotion op Assistant Station Masters on the East Indian 

Railway. 

171. The Agent, East Indian Railway, reports that Grade FI of guards is not 
regarded as a normal channel of promotion for Assistant Station Masters as the 
scales of pay for these classes of employees are mort' or less similar. 

There have been eases in which Assistant Station Masters have been transferred 
to the guards’ grade but those arc exceptions. 
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Filling up op Relieving Vacancies on the East Indian Railway. 

172. The Agent, East Indian iiaiJway, reports : 

Relieving vacancies of controllers are tilled by relieving guards or Senior 
Assistant Station Masters according as the duration of the vacancy justifies transfers 
of permanent staff or not. 

Relieving vacancies of platform Assistants are normally filled by relieving 
guards. 


Uniforms supplied to Indian Assistant Station Masters on the East 

Indian Railway. 

17.S. Th^' Agent, East Indian Railway, reports that full uniforms are provided 
for certain grade.^ oi Assistant Station Masters while for other less important grades 
only jackets are provided. 


Rest available to the Ticket Oheckiko Stake at Gaya, Patna and 

Dinapork. 

177. The Agent, F^ast Indian Railway, reports that the average periods of 
inaction ol' tukci .hetking staff at Ga\a, Patna Junction and Dinapore who are 
classed as iutermittont under the Hours of Einploymcut Regulations and whoso duty 
houi'o aie JJ a day are 01, and 71 hours respectively. 


Seniority Lists or Assistant Station ^Masters on the North Western 

Kailway. 

IS‘». (a) The Agent, North Western Rjiilway. re}>orls that seniority of sub¬ 
ordinates In r i;»ade oj class on the North Wosteiii Raiinay, is reekom‘d from the 
date, each eir.ploye<* is eonfirmed in the Grade or Class. 

(0) This is considered unnecessary. 

It may, however, be added for the information of the Honourable Member that 
on the State-managed Railways seniority lists of subordinate staff on scales of pay 
rising to more than Rs. 250 a month are published though it is not distributed to 
staff and that seniority lists in manuscript form for all grades and categories of 
subordinate staff are maintained and the staff concerned have no difficulty in obtain¬ 
ing access to them. 


East Indian Railway Union at Dinapore. 

197. (a) and (6). Yes. 

(o) Government understand that the union has not been recognised by the Agent, 
East Indian Railway. 


Information 'promised in reply to parts (b) and (f) of unstarred question No. 205 
asked by Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney on the 9th March, 1935. 

Option to elect New Leave Rules to the Staff on the North Western 

Railway. 

205. and (/). The staff appointed on the North Western Railway between 
the I St April, 1927 and the 22nd August,^ 1927 (both dates inclusive) have since 
been given the option either to come under the New State Railway Leave Rules or to 
continue to be governed by the old leave Rules. 

Government see no reason to give any option to the staff appointed on or aftet 
the 23rd August, 1927, as they were made aw'are before their appointment that they 
would come under the Ncav State Railway Leave Rules, when introduced. 
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Information promised in reply to unstarred question No. 209 asked by 
Mr. N. M. Joshi on the 9th March, 1935. 

Filling up op the Posts op Transportation Inspectors and Train 
Controllers on the East Indian Railway. 

The Agent, East Indian Railway, reports ; 

“ (a) IG and 31 poets of Transportation Inspectors and Train Controllers, 
respectively, were tilled pennanentiy during the last two years. 

(/;) The eases of staff who, offieiated as Transportation Inspector were con- 
isuleieil when filling up vacancies. No TraiisportatiuJi Inspectors were demoted to 
l()\\t*r grades on ae<*ouiit of economy during the last two years. 

Two Section Controllers who were demoted on account of economy did not wish 
to bo loslored to their original posts.’' 


Information promised in reply to the sypplemeviary question asked by Mr. N. C. 
liardaloi in convection irilJi blurred question No. 797 by Mr. Basanta Kumar 
Das on the 11th March, 1935. 


Report op the Assam Fh)od Enqi iky Commuter. 

The provision of waterways on the Section belw'cen Chaparmukh :ind Silghat 
Stations is as given below : 


! 

Bridge. 

! 

Mile, j 

I 

1 

Old i 
Bridge. , 

i New 

1 Bridge. 

i 

1 

j Lit. 

i increase. 

1 

1 

Old ' New 
Channel ,Chauuel 
area. area. 

1 

Approxi¬ 
mate 
increase 
on old 
Channel. 

,, 

424C.8.I 3' 

I 30 

27 

10 i 

253 

2,330% 

Kamarjan 

425J C.S. 

1 

5x20 

1 

j 5X20 

1 2x30 

60 

10,20 

2,200 

118% 

Ranthali ,. 

426-71 

C.S. 

5x20 

1 4X40 

i 

1,027 ' 

1 

j 

2,250 

119% 

Dimau 

431-47 

C.S. 

1 3x20 

1 i 

2x30 
i 1x20 

i 

20 

1 

400 j 

1 

1 

800 

100% 


The reason for the enlargement of these w'atcrways is a change in the course of 
the Jamuna river at Jamunamukh some 18 miles away ; there always have been water¬ 
ways between Chaparmukh and Silghat which in the past had been siilhcient. 


Information promised in reply to starred questions Nos. 822 to 825 asked by Bhai 
Parma Nand on the 11th March, 1935. 

Duties op Number-Takers on the North Western Railway. 

822. The Agent, North Western Rjiilwav, reports : 

(a) and (6). The duties of Number Takers employed on the North Western 
Railway are not similar to those performed by the Assistant Train Examiners on 
the East Indian Railway. A comparative statement showing the duties of the two is 
attached. 

(c) All the Number Takers are literate, but only a few of them are Matrie-ilatcs. 

(d) On the Bast Indian Bailway Assistant Train Examiners who sueeessfuUy 
pass prescribed tests and examinations at the Training School and possess tno 
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requisite standard of qualidcations are eligible for promotion to the grade of Tram 
Examiner according to the vacancies available. As Number Takers on tne JNortn 
Western Bailway receive no technical training either before or after entering service 
they cannot be considered for promotion to the post of Train Examiners. 


Comparative statement shou'ino the duties of Number Takers employed on the North 
Western Railway and those performed by the Assistant Train Examiners on the 
East Indian Railway, 


Duties of Number Takers employed on the 
North Western Railway. 


1. Notes numbers of vehicles of all trains on 

arrival and departure. 

2. Assistant Train Examiners in maintaining 

records such as Vacuum Brakes Registers 
and Vacuum Repair Registers. 

3. Assitant Train Examiners in clerical work. 


i^uties of Assistant Train Examiners employ¬ 
ed on the East Indian Railway. 


I Assistant Train Examiners who are in inde- 
* pendent charge are personally responsible 

for detecting, on all vehicles examined by 
, them, any defects wdiich might cause an 

I accident or which render a vehicle unfit 

I to carry safely a load of goods or 

I passengers. Other staff allotted to the 

Assistant Train Examiners do not in any 
way relieve Assistant Train Examiners 
j of this responsibility. 

! Assistant Train Examiners wlien posted to 
i work under Train Examiners, assist in 

' the examination of trains but do not in 
any way relievo the Train Examiner of his 
responsibility for examination in general. 


Train Examiners on the North Western Kaifavay. 

823. (a) Ves, but steps are being taken to imiirove their Htaiidard of efficiency 
by means of Refresher Courses at the Walton Training School. 

(6) Out of the total number of 270 Train I'^xainineis emjdoycd at jiresent on 

this Railway, there are 41 Train Exjiminers who were initially reeiuitoil as Number 

Takers. These men wore, in the first instance, transferred as Apprentice Train 
Examiners and were promoted to Train Examiners on tiieir completion of a training 
course in the Aleehanieal Workshops. This method beeaim* less and less successful 
as the technical (|ualifications of Tram Ex.iiiiiners iin-reased umlui- .liodera < oudl- 
1 ions. 

(c) Train Exaniincis on this Jfailway arc literate employees, though a good many 
of them arc non-JMalriciiIatcs, having been rocriiitctl wlien more high! fjirilifted men 
wore not available. 

(d) The recruitment of Train Examiners is now made in accordance with the 

Rules for “ The recruitment and liniiiing of Apprentice Mechanics and Trade 

Apprentices in the Mechanical Workshnjis of Man.tged Riiilways Number 

Takcis as a ci.i'':*, having insufficient education \M)nld be unable to cope with the 
competitive examination which tiie present pro.^peeti\<‘ Train Examiner has to pas^i 
before entering the Maciagan Engineering College, Jjahnre, where with practical 
training in ^5hops he undergoes a ffvo years’ course before appointment as Train. 
Examiner. Apart from this, the prospective Train Examiner has to enter the College 
before attaining the age of 19, which is another reason why Number Takers cannot 
(|UaJify for the posts of Train Examiners. 


Number Takers on the North Western Railway, 

824. (a) No. Tn the ciise of three stiitions on the Ijahore Division this was done 
till recently but the practice has been discontinued. 

(ft) and (c). No. 

(d) Reply to the first part is in the negative and to the second part in the 
aifirmative. 
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(<-) This is not the ease. There are relieving Train Examiners. 

(/) and (^). Do not arise. 

(/i) The Honourable Member's attention is invited to the reply given to part (d) 
of his question JNo. S23. 


Electricians on the North Western IIailway. 

H2i3. As regards^ the llrst part, a technical test is iiMj)ose<l, pan of ■which must 
luj written in English. Number Takers are not technical staff whereas Electric 
Kxuinincrs are so. As regards the second part, attention is invited to the reply given 
to part (d) of question No. 823. 


InfoTYmtwn promised in reply to parts {a) to (y) of starred qyiestion No. S28 
asked by Mr. N. F. (Jadgil on the Illh Manh, lyUS. 

Re-Empj.oyment of the Great Indian Pr.MNsuLA Railway Strikers. 

(e) Government do not propose to interfere with the dis< roiioa of tho Agent 
in the matter. 

(/) Qovernmont understand that an article in Marathi appeared in the 
ln>i(pnidrnt Baxhrnymnn in Aprl, l!)32, giving th(‘ names of 12 persons in the 
ini|doyment of the Great Indian Peninsula Kadwu,y alleged to have been sentenced 
to \firioiis punishments but it did not include parti(Milars of tho alleged offences. It 
• aniiot be inrerred from the particulars furnished that all or any of the persons named 
had been guilty of offences such as murder, theft, •-.ife breaking, etc. Government are 
iM 1*01 mod that tho Agent, Great Indian Pimiiisula Railway, has not knowingly employed 
Aiu\ per^^ons who have been convicted of such offences. 

(g) Does not arise. 


Information prouiised in reply to starred qaeslion No. tS40 asked by Mr. 
Amarendra Nath C1uittepadhy( ya on iho 12th March. 1931). 

House Kent Allowan(’E of Travkllino TktvEt Examiners ox the East 

Indian Railway. 

840. The Agent, East rudiaii Rail '\i\. reports : 

“ (a) and {h). Under the new rent lules introduced in 1!>*V2 free quarters or 
house allowance in lieu is not admissible except tn those individual employees who 
at. any time in the course of their previous ^ei\i**i' hold in a substantive capacity a 
post ivhich carried the privilege of rent fret» quarters or iious(‘ rent allowance iu lieu 
of free quarters, and uho in tho courst' of tlieir siibs'^quent service from the date 
of the introduction of the ^e^’ised rent rules hold (in an officiating or substantive 
capacity) posts which carried this concession piior to that date. 

Under the old East Indian Railway Uonqiany's rules ticket checking staff were 
eligible for the xn*ivileg<» of free quarters or house allowance in lieu and accordingly 
tho.se who held posts in this category substantivolv are si ill allowed the same 
privilege. 

Ticket checking staff of the old Omili and Rohilkhand Railway who were 
entitled to free quarters, when available under old Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway 
Rules applicable to them are also still allowed this privilege but when qufirter.^ are 
not available for them they are eligible for house rent allowance in lieu. 

It will thus bo seen that the privilege of rent free quarters or hou«e rent allow- 
ftnee has not been withdrawn as a mea'^nre of economy." 



2 


LEOISLATIVB ASSEMBLY. 


[2mdSep. 1936. 


Information promised in reply to starred question No. 856 asked by Mr. 

Muhammad Azhar Ali on the 12th March, 1935. 

Method fob the Bedbess of Gbievances of the Railway Staff. 

856. (a) Yes. 

(6) I would refer the Honourable Member to the “ Rules regulatinj? the dis¬ 
charge and dismissal of State Railway non-gazetted Government servants a copy 
of which will be found in the LibraryThe aggrieved staff can under rule 11 of the 
lilies referred to above appeal to the authority next above the officer passing the 
order. In this <*aso the order was passed by the Staff Superintendent and the appeal 
Ifiy to the Divisional Superintendent. 


Information promised in reply to parts (d), (e), (/) and (g) of starred question. 
No. 866 asked by Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali on the 12th March, 1935. 

Mileaoe Allowance paid to the old Tbaveluno Ticket Inspectobs on 

THE East Indian Railway. 

The Agent, .North Western Ibiilwav, reports : 

(d'l and (/). No. Mr. Hishen Singh’s pay as Travelling Ticket Examiner on 
tlie Kalka-Sinila Railway was Rs. 75 per luensein, in tho scale of Rs. .■>.■>—5—105-- 
lU--I.*).! at the time of his temporary transfer on the 2t)th August, 1926, to the Delhi 
Division to woik as a Special Ticket Examiner (Batch in-Charge of a Plying Sf^uad). 
In consideration of the importance of the duties and the increased responsibilities 
attached to the post of a Bateh in-t’barge, he was temporarily given Rs. 110 in the 
scale 105—5—110 and also daily allowance admissible under the rules. He was 
given the same ]»ay later on when he officiated again for the same reason. 

(c) On reversion ns a Travelling Ticket Examiner he was given Rs. 90 per 
inonsein in his substantive post on the scale of Rs. 55—5—105—10—155. 

No—because the special considerations in this case did not apply. Mr. IMshen 
8iugh was not given 140 because it was 75 per cent, in excess of his old pay, but 
because it was cousidored that in view of his experience the maximum pay of the grade 
was justified. 


Infor7mtio7i promised in reply to parts (c) and (e) of question No, 871 asked by 
Pandit Sri Krishna Dutta Paliwal on the 12th March, 1935, 

Allegations against some Bailway Oppictals at Tundla. 

(r) and (fi). Goveriimejit are informed by the Agent, East Indian Railway, that 
so far as he is aware no Deputy Controller ran any raffles or lotteries nor was 
Mr. Marcoii in any nay connected therewith. Government are, however, informed 
that lorries Nos. 1537 and 1338 were registered in the name of tho wife of a Deputy 
Controller and another person from the 25th March, 1933 to the 2nd August, 1933. 
The Deputy Controller in question has been suitably dealt with for indirectly engaging 
in trade in tho name of his wife during the period referred to above, and the 4gen1, 
East Indian Railway, has issued a circular making it clear to the staff that the 
ninning of a business in the name of the wife of a railivay servant amounts to tho 
railway servant engaging indirectly in trade or business, which is prohibited under 
the Government f^ervants' Oonduet Rules. 


Information prmnised in reply to starred question No. 877 asked by Pandit Sri 
Krishna Ihittn Palival on the 12th March, 1935. 

Provision of an Assistant Suroeon in the Railway Hospital at 

Tundla. 

The Agent, East Indian Railway, reports : 
fo) Yes. 



STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE. 


(b) It is not known whether there is a Civil Assistant Surgeon in the town. 
The District Medical Officer, East Indian Railway at Tundla, has five sub-districts 
Avliieh he is required to visit once a month and he can always return to headquarters 
within 32 hours. 

lie, and not the Sub-Assistant Surgeon, is in charge of the work in the Hospital 
at his hcad<piarters. His position is that of a Civil Surgeon in a Sadar Hospital 
and his medical personnel is comparable with that of a Civil Surgeon at such a 
station. 

((•) There is no need for an Assistant Surgeon at Tundla as a District Medical 
OfJicer is stationed there. 


Information promised in reply to starred questions Nos. 880 and 883 asked by 
Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney on the 12th March, 1935. 

Rates op Pay and other Privileges op certain Apprentices op State 

Railways. 

8S0. The Agent, East Indian Rtiilway, reports : 

(tt) Yes. 

(&) and (o). Yes, the apprentices in question were brought under the revised 
.scales of pay pending a decision by Government as to whether the old or the revised 
scales of pay were admissible to them. 

They have since been granted the old scales of pay. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Seniority of Subordinates officiating in the Transportation 
Inspector’s Grade on the East Indian Railway. 

885. The reply given to the question referred to by the Honourable Member was 
based on the practice followed in determining seniority in such cases. The exact 
date of the commencement of the practice is not traceable. I would, however, add 
that the posts of transportation inspectors are selection posts. 


Information promised in reply to starred question No. 942 asked by Mr. 
Amarendra Nath Chattopadhaya on the 21st March, 1935. 

Case of Mr. K. C. Das, an Assistant Station Master at Naihati, Eastern 

Bengal Railway. 

(a) Yes. I would, however, add the orders contained in the Notification referred 
to have since been modified. A copy of the revised instructions is placed below. 

(h) The Agent, East Indian Railway, reports that Assistant Station Master 
K. C. ]3a8 of Naihati (not Naihati) failed for the second time in February, 1934, in 
the examination for Transportation and Commercial duties. He is at present work¬ 
ing as a Number Taker at Jarnalpur, and the Divisional Superintendent is endeavour¬ 
ing to find work for him as a signaller. This, of course, is conditional on Mr. Das 
passing the 20 word signalling test. Mr. Das has been instructed to advise the 
Divisional Superintendent wben ho wishes to appear for the test. 

(c) No. The question of having a uniform pToecduxo on all State-managed Rail¬ 
ways for dealing with staff who fail to qualify at the Refresher Courses is under 
consideration. 

Parapraph CSS of East Indian Eailway Gazette, dated Srd October, 19S4. 

fi32. Railway School of Transportation, ChandoAisi .—^In modification of the orders 
contained in Gazette Notification No. 30 of East Indian Railway Gazette No. 2 of 
24th January, 1934, it is notified that the penalties for failing in the examination will 
not be applied automatically but at the discretion of the Divisional Superintendent. 
Staff retained at the School under paragraph 3 (b) of the Notification will not bo 
Tequired to pay their own messing. 
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If a man is reported to have failed in any subject^ it will rest entirely with the 
Divisional Superintendent whether he should be allowed to continue in his post or 
not, and whether his increment should be affected. 

A special report on those who fail will be submitted by the School Superintendent 
to the Divisional Superintendent. 


Information promised in reply to starred question No, 966 ashed by Pandit 
Govind BaUabh Pant on the 25th Marche 1935. 

handsari Sugar Works in the Rohilkund Division subjected to Excise 

Duty. 

(a) 147. 

(&) and (o). A statement is attached. 


STATEMENT. 


Name of factory. 

Place. 

Number of 
workers. 

Nature 

of 

power. 

Officers who 
inspected the 
factory before 
the imposi- 
tion oi the 
duty. 



BaREIZJiY. 



U Brij Kishore .. 

2. Shiama Charan 

3. Muktada Ali Khan 

4 . Ramman Lai Has 
Behari Lai. 

5. Laloo Mai Suraj Bhan 

Alamgiri- 

ganj. 

Nai Basti 

Gher Zafar 
Khan. 

Masitganj 

Alamgiri- 

ganj. 

The exact 
numbers are 
not known but 
each of these 
factories was 
reported to 
have employed 
more than 20 
men in the 
season of 

1 1933-34. 

Electric .. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

District Sugar 
Officer. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

6. Pooran Chand Kapoor 
Chand. 

Shahdana 


Do. 

Do. 

7. Ram Kumar Krishna 
Kumar. 

Jatavpura 


Do. 

Do. 

8. Seth Banwari Lai 
Purshottam Das. 

Shahdana 


Do. 

Do. 

9. Govind Ram Umrao 
Singh. 

Siklapur .. 


Do. 

Do. 

10. Baboo Ram Radhey 
Shiam. 

Masitganj 


Do. 

Do. 

11. Ram Ratan Lai Lachmi 
Narain. 

Ghoki Math 


Do. 

Do. 

12. Banwari Lai Shanti 
Prasad. 

Alamgiri- 

ganj. 


Do. 

Do. 
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Name of factory. 

Place. 

Number of wor¬ 
kers. 

Nature 

of 

power. 

Officers who 
inspected th3 
factory before 
the imposition 
of the 
duty. 



Babielly — contd. 



13 . Bhavat Narain Tandon 

Nai Basti 


Electric .. 

District Sugar 
Office. 

14 . Ahmad All Khan 

Jatavpura 


Do. 

Do. 

15. Niranjan Singh Umrao 
Singh. 

Lakhanganj 


Do. 

Do. 

10. Chauder Sen .. 

Shahamat- 

ganj. 


Do. 

Do. 

17. Kahim Bux Aijaz 

Ahmad. 

Saidpuria 


Do. 

Do. 

18. Kadhey Lai Saraf 

Alamgiriganj 


Do. 

Do. 

19. Ram Narain Tandan .. 

Beharipur 


Do. 

Do. 

20. Chabbi Mai Ram Lai .. 

Madari 

Darwaza. 

\ 

Do. 

Do. 

21. Shiam Siindar Lai Ram 
Das. 

Gangapur 

! Do. 

1 

i 

Do. 

22. Murli Manohar 

Alamgiriganj 


Do. 

Do. 

23. f'aiyaz Husain Khan .. 

Do. 


Do. 

Do. 

24. Shiam Behari Tsai 

Shanti Kumar. 

Do. 


Do. 

Do. 

25. Pt. Shiam Behari Lai .. 

Tah. Nawab- 
ganj. 


Either oil 
engine or 
steam engine 
Electric. 

Do. 

26. Raghu NandanPd. ., 

Alamgiri¬ 

ganj. 


Do. 

Do. 

27. Ram Das Hamam Das 

Sufi Tola 


Do. 

Do. 

28. Sita Ram Badri Rakhan 

Phuta Dar- 
waza. 


Do. 

Do. 


Norr.—^Twenty-eight other factories had preTiousIy been assessed but had closed down 
before the 31st of January 1036. 
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Name of factory. 

1 Place. 

Number of 
workers. 

Nature 

of 

power. 

Officers who 
inspected the 
factory before 
the imposi¬ 
tion of the 
duty. 

1. Pandit Alakh Prasad .. 

Mandawar 

Bukob. 

* 

Electric .. 

Tahsil staff. 

2. L. Badri Prasad 

Chandpur 

29 

Do. .. 

Do. 

3. L. Ram Chandra Mai .. 

Bijnor 


Do. .. 

Do. 

4. L. Lachman Dass 

Nehtor .. 

26 

Do. .. 

Do. 

5. Abdul Qaiyum 

Nagina .. 

30 

Do. .. 

Do. 

6. H. Mohd. Ibrahim 

Do. .. 

32 

Do. .. 

Do. 

7. Mohammad Ismail 

Do. .. 

21 

Do. .. 

Do. 

8. Mohammad Afaq 

Do. .. 

A 

Do. 

Do. 

9. Mohammad Ishaq 

Do. .. 

A 

Do. .. 

Do. 

10. L. Kashi Nath 

Kiratpur 

21 

Do. .. 

Do. 

LI. Mohammad Ismail 

Do. .. 

A 

Do. .. 

Do. 


♦ Exact number not known, but each of these factories was reported by the tahsil staff to 
have employed more than 20 men. 


Mobadabad. 

1. S. Brij Pal Saran Dhoeti .. | 21 Oil engine Tahsildar, Hasan- 

pur. 

2. Kalyan Das .. Kundarki Over 20 Electric .. Tahsildar, Bilari. 

Note. —^Two other factories were assessed but were subsequently exempted. 


Shahjahanbob. 


1. Shan ti sugar works 

Jeshanpur 

60 

Oil engine 

Tahsildar. 

2. L. Sri Bam, a/o Angney 
LaL 

Bahadur- 

gung. 

37 

Electric .. 

District Sugai 
Officer. 

3. L. Autarilal, s/o Mathura 
Prasad. 

Taliaghuran 

26 

Do. .. 

Do. 

4. L. Radhey Lai Hoiilal 

Do. 

26 

Do. .. 

Do. 

5. L. Janki Prasad 

Chauksi .. 

26 

Do. 

Do. 

6. L. Kesarilal, s/oJhoo 

Lai. 

Bahadur- 

gunj. 

26 

Do. 

Do. 
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Name of faotory. 


Place. 



Officers who 
inspected tiie 
factory before 
the imposition 
of the 
duty. 


Shahjahaitpur— conid. 


7 . Mohd. Hazabbarali Khan Khalilshaqi 

8. L. Maya Ram Arthi .. Rangmahla 

9. L. Bankeylal .. Katra Kham 

10. L. Damodar Das .. Do. 

11. Mohd. Yiah Khan .. Tarin Tikli 

12. Moh. Yasinuddin Khan Katra Kham 

13. Ved Vrat Halwai .. Bahadur- 

gunj. 

14. L. Madho Ram, s/o Ram Do. 
Kishan. 

15. L. SaliqRam .. Mahadeo 

16. L. Rup Kishorc .. Patai 

17. L. Bajrang Das .. Kastak .. 

18. Mohd. Latafatali Khan Ullia 
10. L. Sita Bam, Ram Sarup Tilhat 

20. Shri Mahadeo Sugar and Nawadia 

Flour Mills. Lachhan. 

21. L. Hira Lai .. .. Mundia 

Pamar. 

22. L. Gokal Prasad, Gaya Do. .. 

Prasad. 

23. L. Khunnu Lai Sunar .. Nihal 

24. L. Brij Bhukan Lai .. Khudaganj 

26. L. Mahadeo Prasad .. Do, 

20. L. Muima Lai Raj Kishan Tilhar 

27. M. Lai Bahadur .. Posil 

28. L. Badri Prasad Bajnath Tilhar 

29. L. Radhey Shiam .. Talia 

Ghuran. 

30. Mohd. Ahmad Hussain Mundia 

Chhoan. 


26 Electric .. District SugaP 

Officer. 

25 Do. .. Do. 

26 Do. .. Do. 

37 Do. .. Do. 

26 Do. .. Do. 

26 Do. .. Do. 

25 Do. .. Do. 

37 Do. .. Do. 

36 Oil engine Do. 

25 Do. .. Do. 

28 Do. . • Tahsildar. 

27 Do. .. Do. 

26 Do. .. Do. 

100 Steam en- District Sugar 

gine. Officer. 

60 Oil engine Do. 

60 Do. .. Do. 

23 Do. . • Do. 

24 Do. .. Tahsildar. 

24 Do. .. Do. 

24 Do. .. Do. 

26 Do. .. Do. 

30 Do. .. Do. 

26 Electric .. District Sugar 

Officer. 

35 Oilengine Do. 
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Name of factory. 

! 

Place. 

1 

Number of 
workers. 

1 

Nature 

of 

power. 

! Officers who 
inspected the 
factory before 
the imposition 
of the 
duty. 


Shahja 

HANFUR— canM. 



3L L. Jaganath Prasad 
Jwala ]^^ad. 

1 Dilawarganj 

25 

1 Electric .. 

1 District' Sugar 

1 Officer. 

32. L. Raghimandan Prasad 

Do. .. 

25 

Do. .. 

Do. 

33. L. Sukhbasi Lai 

Bazaria 

I^alateli. 

26 

Do. .. 

Do. 

34. L. Ram Das, Hiralal .. 

Bahadur- 

ganj. 

25 

Do. 

Do. 

36. Pi. UmraoLal 

Dilazak .. 

25 

Do. .. 

Do. 

36. Pt. Debi Charan Chauboy 

Bahadur- 

ganj. 

28 

Do. .. 

Do. 

37. L. Har Prasad Kurmi.. 

Mohiuddin- 

pur. 

25 

Oil engine 

Do. 

38. L. Badri Dat 

Bahadur- 

ganj. 

25 

Electric .. 

Do. 

39. L. Sita Ram, s/o Radha 
Kishan. 

1 

Masjidganj | 

25 

Do. .. 

Do. 

40. L. Shanker Lai, s/o Indcr 
Lai. 

Aman Zai ! 

j 

i 

25 

Do. .. 

Do. 

41. L. Ganga Ram Ka^mr .. 

Baksai^^ao | 

25 j 

Do. .. 

Do. 

42. M. Sifat Ullah Khan, s/o 
Fahasat Ullah Khan. 

Aman Zai | 

1 

25 j 

Do. .. 

Do. 

43. Prem Sugar Works 

Baragaon | 

1 

j 

40 

Steam en¬ 
gine. 

Do. 

44. L. Sri Ram, l..akshmi 
Chand. 

1 

Khiulaganj 1 

i 

1 " 

i i 

Oil engine 

i ' 

Sugar Excise 

Oflicer. 

1 


PiLIBHIT. 



1. M. Mohd. Jilani 

Lahorogunj 

20 

Steam en¬ 
gine. 

Tahsildar. 

2. L. John Mai .. 

Pilibhit .. 

33 

Do. .. 

Do. 

3. L. Ram Sanchi Mai 

Do. .. 

28 

Oil engine 

Do. 

4. M. Mangal Khan 

Do. .. 

20 

Do. .. 

Do. 

5. L. Sita Ram .. 

Do. .. 

22 

Do. .. 

Do. 

C. L. Ram Kunor» Raj 
Kunor. 

Do. .. 

27 

Do. .. 

Do. 
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1 


1 Nature 

Officers who 





iospooted the 

Nameoffaotoxy. 

Plaoe. 

Number of 

of 

factory before 


workera. 

power. 

the imposition 
of the 
duty. 



PiUBHFF — emdi. 


7. L. Ram Gopai 

PiUbbit .. 

22 

Oil engine 

Tahsildar. 

8. L. Lachhmi Narain 

Do. .. 

20 

Do. .. 

Do. 

9. L. Ghasi Ram, Bhikari 

Do. .. 

20 

Do. .. 

Do. 

Dass. 





10. L. GopiNath ,, 

Do. .. 

23 

Do. .. 

Do. 

11. L. Ram Chandcr Lai, 

Do. .. 

25 

Do. .. 

Do. 

Radhoy Shiam. 





12. L. Sheo Raj Singh 

Do. .. 

25 

Do. .. 

Do. 

13. L. Sunder Lai Gupta .. 

Do. .. 

20 .. 

Steam en- 

Do. 




gine. 


14. L. Sant Lai .. 

Do. .. 

28 

Do. .. 

Do. 

15. L. Mangni Ram 

Do. .. 

20 

Oil engine 

Do. 

16. Dr. Amolak Chand 

Do. .. 

23 

Do. .. 

Do. 

17. Sli. Hamid Husain 

Do. .. 

21 

Do. .. 

Do.. 

18. L. Ram Dass 

Do. .. 

20 

Do. .. 

Do. 

19. L. Ram Kunor 

Do. .. 

20 

Steam en¬ 

Do. 

20. Sahu Ram Ballabh Saran 

Bisalpur .. 

24 

gine. 

i>o. .. 

District Excise 




Officer. 

21. L.KadherMal 

Ghuri Patti 

20 

Oil engine 

Tahsildar. 

22. L. Narain Dass 

Richola 

25 

Do. . . 

Do. 


Ghasi. 




23. Ij. Surondor Nath 

Amirta .. 

30 

Steam en¬ 
gine. 

Oil engine 

Do. 

1 

24. L. Sri Ram Gupta 

Puranpur 

20 

Do. 

25. M. Khursheed Hasan 

Do. .. 

20 

Do. 

Do. 

Khan. 





26. Deyji Ravi Dass 

Do. .. 

20 

Do. .. 

Do. 

27. Sadar Bhagga Singh .. 

Kalinager 

21 

Do. .. 

Do. 

28. Ch. Munna Singh 

Madho 

23 

Do. .. 

Do. 

Tanda. 




29. L.SukhLal .. 

Puranpur 

20 

Do. a. 

Do. 

30. L. Laiq Ram 

Dharman- 

26 

Do. .. 

Do. 

31. Kr. Gopai Singh 

pur. 

Kadho 

22 

1 Do. .. 

1 Do. 

Tanda. 



32. L. TikaRam 

Bilsanda 

1 

Information not available. 

1 

Do. 


iilCSLAD 








[2ni> Sep. 1986. 


tOO LBOISLA.TIVE ASSBUBLY. 

Informa^on promised in reply to starred question No. 979 asked by Mr. A. K. 
Fuzlul lluq on the 25th March, 1935. 

OoKMtmAii CoMPOsmoN op Technical ano Non-Technical Men employed 
IN THE Central Public Works Department. 

(a) GoTernment have uo information, but most of the retrenched staff who have 
shown any desire to obtain re-employment in the Central Public Works Department 
liave now been provided for in temporary vacancies. This excludes persons who are 
overage or inefficient. 

(b) I presume that the Honourable Member refers to uoii-gazetted staff. A 
statement giving the information asked for is placed below. 


Statement showing techivical and non-iechnical appointments made in the Central 
Public Works Department since the last retrenchment. 


No. of appointments made. No. of retrenched hands re-employed. 


Class of post. 

B 

6 7 


Bnbordinates and 20 8 | 7 35 Subordinates and 3 115 

Surveyors. I Surveyors. 


Draftsmen .. 5 6 3 14 Draftsmen .. 5 I 6 1 12 


Glerks 34 14 I 0 .57 Clerks .. 15 6 4 26 


Note.—^T his statement excludes (a) all appointments made for a period of less than three 
months, and (6) all appointments which had terminated before the 27th March, 1935, 
the date on which the statement was prepared. 


Information promised in reply to starred question No. 983 ashd by Mr.C.N. 
Muthuranga Mudaliar on the 25th March, 1935. 

Publicity Officers Working on State Railways. 

<a) and (h). Two statements giving the required information are attached. 
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STATEMENT No. 1. 


Name of 
Railway. 

Name of 
Publicity 
Officer. 

Salary 

per 

mensem. 

Appointment 
held before 
his employment 
as Ihiblicity 
Officer. 

Remarks. 



Rs. 



East Indian 
Railway. 

Mr. A. 
Gumbrill. 

1,250 
plus £30 
S. 0. P. 

He was employ¬ 
ed with Messrs. 
A. H. Wheeler 
& Co., as their 
Manager at 
Calcutta. 

He was specially selected to fill 
the post ol Publicity Officer, 
East Indian Railway, 
the 15th March 1927. 

Great Indian 
Peninsula 
Railway. 

Mr.J. H. 
Carpenter. 

1,300 
plus £30 
S. O.P. 

He was {Secre¬ 
tary to the 
Agent, Great 
Indian Penin¬ 
sula Railway. 


Burma Rail¬ 
ways. 

•• 

•• 

.... 

No Publicity Officer is employed 
on this Railway. 

Eastern Bengal 
Railway. 

* * 

1 

.... 

There is no officer exclusively 
employed on Publicity work 
on this Railway at present. 
The post of Publicity Officer 
has b^n held in abeyance sinee 
1st September 1931. 

1 

North Western 
Railway. 


1 


There i.s no separate post of 
Publicity Officer on this Rail¬ 
way at present. The work in 
connection with Publicity is 
being done by Mr. C. 0. Jordon, 
Sales Manager, as part of the 
work of the Sales Branch, 
which is at present on a tem¬ 
porary basis. Mr. Jordon is in 
receipt of Rs. 1,050 per mensem 
in the senior scale of the Trans¬ 
portation (Traffic) and Com¬ 
mercial Branch. He was em¬ 
ployed as P. A. to the Chief 
Commeroial Mana^r im¬ 
mediately prior to his postiiig 
as Sales Manager. 
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STATEMENT No. 2. 

Statement showing the dates from which the various Publicity Offloes were started 
and the number of Indians who have held the posts till now and the perxoas 
during which they held these posis. 


Name of 

! 

Date of 

j Indians who have so far 
held the posts. 


Railway. 

starting 
of Pub¬ 
licity 
Office. 

1 

1 

! Name. 

Period dur¬ 
ing which 
the |)Ost 
was held. 

Remarks. 

East Indian 
Railway. 

27-1-27 ' 


•• 

No Indian Officer has held the post of 
Publicity Officer on the East Indian 
Railway. 

Great Indian 
Peninsula 
Railway. 

AprU 1920 

i 

Mr. Pothan 
Joseph. 

1 

16-4-1928 

to 

15-11-1928. 

As Publicity Officer. 


1 


16-11 1928 
to 

31-2-1931. 

As Assistant Publicity Officer, 

Burma Rail¬ 
ways. 

i 

•• 


No Publicity Officer is employed on 
this Railway. 

Eastern Bengal 
Railway. 

j 

15-11-1926' 

Mr. A. K. 
Gupta. 

16-11-1926 

to 

26-11-1928. 


North Western | 
Railway. 1 

I 

22-11-19261 

Khan Sahib 
Z. H. 

Khan. | 

1 

1 

22-11-1926 

to 

24-2-1931. 

j 

The post was kept vacant from 26th 
February 1931 to 16th March 1931 
and again from 24th April 1931 
to Slat January 1932 and was 
finally abolished on account of the 
reduction in the Gazetted Officers 
cadre from let February 1932. 


Information promised in reply to starred question No. 992 asked by Mr. Lalchand 
Navalrai on the. 25th March, 1935. 

Vacancies in the Commercfal Group on tub North Western Railway. 

(а) yea. 

(б) Yes. 

(r'i The A^ent reports that in view of the very few applieatioiis received frou: 
minority eoininunities in the Karachi Division, it was necessary to restrict the numbers 
wliieh came up from that Division in order to ffive effect to the orders of Govern¬ 
ment regarding communal proportion in recruitment. 

(rf) The answer to the first part of the ipiestion is in the negative. Between 
and December, 1934, the Divisional Superintendent reported 19 vacancies of 
Booking Clerks and seven vacancies of Commercial Clerks, which were all filled by old 
Commercial and Station Master Group Students who were discharged in 1931. 

(r) No, except in so far as retrenched men, who were formerly employed on one 
l|ivision may, on re-appointment, have been sent to other Divisions. 

(/) The compilation of these statistics will involve a great deal of labour which 
Government do not consider likely to be justified by results. 
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^ff) certain categones of staff| including Commercial Group students, 

are finally recruited by Central Selection Boards for employment on the fiaibvay aj 
n >vhole. 

(h) No. Government do not consider that the Karachi Division has been m.- 
fairJy treated. 


Infonn ilion pnmiseil in repl^ to starred question No. 1003asked by Pandit NUa- 
hmta Das on the 26th March, 1935. 

Tbcunjoally Qualified Men empi^oybd in Aibckaft and Aviation in India. 

(a) (t). The number of miUtary technical personnel employed is 1,534. 

(ii) The number of civil technical employees in the civil <aviation Dircciora^*, 
living clubs and air transport companies is 260. This figure includes unli<ensed aa 
>vell licensed technical personnel. 

(b) (i). The number of military technical personnel iin ludes 1,245 British and 
Indians. 

(it) Of the 260 civil employees. lOS are British, 147 Indians and 5 other 
nationalities. 


Information promised in reply to starred qvestio^hs Nos. 1014 and 1015 ashed by 
Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya on the 26th Marchy 1935. 

Appointments of the Time-expired Apprentices op Lillooah Workshops 

UNDER THE CHIEF ]VIeCHANICAL ENGINEER, EaST InDIAN EaiLWAY. 

1014. The Agent, East Indian Railway, reports : 

“ (a) Appointments of err-apprcnticcs have not been made because priimry 
consideration luiii to be given to car-mcchanics who were retrenched in 1931 and borne 
on the waiting list and vacancies occurring have been very few as until recently the 
w'orkshop staff at Lillooah has been steadily reduced. 

Though the Technical School results are given due consideration, tho practical 
qualifications have to be taken into account and the apprentices' ability to coiilrol 
labour has .also to be considered. 

8ince 1933, three Indian ej;-appreiitices have been taken on, one specially trained 
for Heat Treatment and t^^o (piite recently, for increased w^ork in the Wagon Repair 
tSliop. 

(h) Four specially trained apprentices were taken on in 1931, namely tuo 
Riiropean and Anglo-Indian and two Indians. A fifth was added in May, 1934, as 
stated in answer to (a) above. These five appointments were for newly introdu. od 
sections in which none of the c.r-apprentices senior to those engaged had had imy 
training.'' 

(o) Does not arise. 


Appointments of the Time-expired Apprentices of the Jamalpur Tech¬ 
nical School to Posts under the Chief Mechanical Engineer and 
Chief Electrical Engineer, East Indian Bailway. 

1015. Tho Agent, East Indian Bailway, reports ; 

(a) The reply is in the affirmative. 

(h) A statement giving the required information is attached. 
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East Isdiax 


Statement of Apprentice Jftchaniee uAo Aoee been porvUed 


Names. 

Date of 
comple¬ 
tion of 
appren¬ 
ticeship 
training. 

Name of Workshop from 
which training was 
completed. 

Division in which passed 
in Technical 

School. 

8ati Nath Mukherjee 

6-4-33 

Jamalpur Workshops. 
(Mech. Department). 

Honours 

Krishna Kumar Sanyal .. 

14-4-33 

Do. 

let Division 

M. Q. Nair 

31-8-33 

Do. 

Honours 

M. Roy 

24-6-33 

Do. 

2nd Division 

H. N. Bancrjee 

30-4-33 

Do. 

Ist Division .. 

T. G. Watson .. 

17-5-33 

Do. 

Do. 

Muhammad A. Karim 

19-9-33 

Do. 

Honours 

C. S- Hosie 

4-4-34 

Do. 

Ist Division .. 

8. N. Verma 

8-4-34 

Do. 

2nd Division 

B. N. Mishra .. 

3-6-34 1 

Do. 

Honours 

H. £. Ennis 

8-4-34 1 

Do. 

Do. 

N. L. Sackett .. 

18-8-34 1 

Do. 

1st Division 

B. A. Peacock ., 

22-8-34 

Do. 

Honours 

H. P. Okhandiar 

8-9-34 

Do. 

Ist Division .. 

O. P. Callaghan 

20-8-34 

Do. 

Honours 

Moliammad Ansari 

10-12-34 

Do. 

Ist Division 

P. Mukherjee .. 

5-9-34 

Do. 

j Do. 

Ai Bose 

24-11-31 

Do. 

1 Failed in Final Examina¬ 
tion. 

P« Biswas 

15-3-32 

Do. 

1st Division .. 

Mohammad Yusufally .. 

3-9-31 

Do. 

Faileil in Final Examina¬ 
tion. 

8. C. Ghose 

9-11-32 

Do. 

Ist Division .. 

K. 0. Sa^kar 

4-9-25 

Do. 

Passed 1st in 1924 Final 
Examination. 

8. B. Mukherjee 

1-3-35 

Do. 

Ist Division .. 

A. C. Banerjee .. 

16-3-35 

Do. 

Do. 

P. N. Dutt 

9-2-30 

C. and W. 8hopSf Lillooah 

Do. 

J. Gamegie 

8-4-34 

Do. 

Do. 

M. N. Ansari 

21-1-34 

Lillooah Workshops 

Do. 

1. K. Dass 

5 3-30 

Do. 

2Dd Division .. 

8. C. Ganguly .. 

21-8-30 

Do. .. 

Ist Division .. 

6. N. Mukherjee 

7-4-33 

Jamalpur Workshops and 
Technical School and 
Loco Shops* Lucknow. 

Do. 

8. K. Bana 

22-8-34 

Do. 

Do. 

M. F. Pucasse .. 

9-2-35 

Do. 

Honours 
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B^LWAY. 

with posts in the Mechanical Workshop since January 1933. 


Date of 

Name of the workshop in 
which employed. 

Designation. 

Starting 

salaries. 

Appoint- 

mont. 

Confirma¬ 

tion. 

7-4-33 


Charbagh (Loco) Lucknow 

Chargeman (T. T.) H. T. 

Rs. 

130 

15-4-33 


Do. 

(S.). 

Do. 

130 

Re. 

Not yet con- 

Jamalpur Workshops 

Out-turn Supervisor 

110 

6-2-34 

Re. 

firmed. 

Do. 

(Mech. Department). 

Do. 


110 

12-5-34 

l-r)-33 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

110 

18-5-33 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

no 

20-9-33 

Do. 

Do. 

Chargeman (T. T.) (Me- 

130 

5-4-34 

Do. 

Do. 

ehanisf). 

Chargeman (T. T.) (Hr. 

13U 

^ 9-4-34 

Do. 

Do. 

Maker). 

Chargeman (T. T.) (Erec- 

130 

4-6-34 

Do. 

Do. .. 1 

tor). 

Chargehand—Grade T .. 

85 

9-7-34 

Do. 

Do, 

Chargeman (T. T.) (Mill- 

130 

19-8-34 1 

Do. 

1 

Do. 

w right). 

Chargeman (T T.) (Erec- 

130 

1 

1 23-8-34 

Do. 

Do. 

tor). 

Chargeman (T. T.) (Mo- 

130 

1 

1 4-9-34 

Do. 

1 

Do. 

chanist). 

Chargeman (T. T.) (Black- 

130 

21-8-34 

Do. 

Do. 

J smith). 

Draftsman (T. T.) 

170 

11-12-34 

Do. 

Do. 

Chargeman (T. T.) (Black¬ 

no 

0-9-34 

Do. 

Do. 

smith). 

Chargeman (T. T.) (H. T. 

1.30 

6-11-34 

Do. 

Do. 

S.). 

Gunner, Grade 1 

65 

14-3-33 

Do. 

Do. 

Out-turn Supervisor 

no 

3-11-33 

Do. 

r>o. 

Do. 

no 

14-3-33 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

no 

18-7-33 

Do. 

Do, 

Gunner, Grade 1 

86 

2-3-35 

Do. 

Do. 

Chargeman (T T.) (Machi¬ 

no 

17-3-35 

1 

Do. 

Do. 

nist). 

Chargehand (Machinist) 

85 

5-2-35 

Temporary 

C. A W. Shops, Alambag, 

Journo^man 

86 

16-1.36 

Do. 

Lucknow. 

Do. 

i 

Fitter 

Rs. 2/6/0 

7-5-34 

Confirmed .. 

C. A W. Shops, Lillooah 

Chargeman (T. T.) 

in gr. 1 
30-2-38. 
160 

10-1-36 

Temporary 

Do. 

Do. 

100 

21-1-36 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

100 

8-4-33 

Confirmed .. 

Loco. Shops, Lucknow 

Chargeman (T. T.) 

130 

23-2-34 

Temporary 

Do. 

Do. 

130 

10-2-36 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

130 
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Information ‘promised in reply to sto-rred questions Ao5. 1034 and 103b asked 
by Mr. A. K. Puzlul llaq on 26th Marchy 1935. 

Seniority List op Ticket Collectors and Tiiayelling Ticket Examiners 

IN THE MoRADABAD AND LuCKNOW DIVISIONS. 

1034. (a), (6) and (d). Tho seniority list is not confidential. A copy of the 
Seniority List cannot be given to each employee owing to the volume of work 
involved ; but the staff are, on request, furnished with the information the> require 
in connection with their position on the list. 

(< 3 ) No. The staff are not furnished with copies of the Seniority List on .uiy 
division. 

Tests imposed on the Ticket Checking Staff on the East Indian 
Railway at the time of Promotion. 

103 G. The Agent, East Indian Railway, reports : 

(6) No, except on the Aloradabad Division but instructions have been issued to 
the Divisional Superintendent, Morndabad, to abolish the procedure. 

(d) No. 

(c) The periodical examinations are held with a view to judge whether the st iff 
aie up to tho required standard of efficiency in their resjuvtive grades and posts. 
These tests do not mean that they are also capable of hohiing posts '\liich involve 
duties of greater importance and heavier responsibilities. Therefore when the question 
of promoti(»n from a lower grade to the next higher grade arises, it is necessary to 
take into consideration not only the results of the periodical examination but also 
other qualifications for promotion. 

Information promised in reply to starred^ queUion No. 1041 ash d by Mr, N. M, 
Joshi on the 26th Marchy 1935. 

Non-Grant op Hoi\se Allowance to (jertain Relieving Clerks on the 

East Indian Railway. 

The Agent, East Indian Railway, reports that the practice in regard to grant 
of house allowance in lien of free quarters to relieving clerks varies on the different 
divisions of the railwav but that he has now issued orders that relieving clerks of the 
Traffic Department wiio were in service before the introduction of the new* rent rules 
bo provided with rent fret* rpiarters or given house rent allowance in lieu thereof. 

Information promised, in reply to part (c) of starred question No. 104H asked by 
Mr. V. V. Giri on the 2^Hh Meirchy 1935. 

Appointment of Tnexpeutenc ed Crew Inspectors on the Eastern Bengal 

Railway. 

The Agent, E.nsteTJi Bengal Rjiilway, reports : 

(cl The new appointments did not contravene the instructions laid down by the 
Railway Board regarding the re-employment of retrenched staff as thf*r<' were no 
suitable retrenched stnff available. 


Information promised in reply to starred (/vestion No. 1071 asked by Mr. T. S. 
AHrmsMlinqam Chettiar on the 27th March, 1935. 

PouoB Forcb IN THE Criminal Investigation Department in the Cen¬ 
trally Administered Areas. 

(a), (6) and (c). Tho information is given in the attached statement. 

(d) and (e). The 0. I. D. staff in these areas is employed partly on the investiga- 
won of ordinary crime partly on the investigation and prevention of crimes against the 
State which involves keeping a watch on persons suspected of being engaged in revolii- 
tionarv activities. There is no fixed allocation of staff between these two duties. 
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Mysore Residency 


Hyderabad Residency 


Rajputana Agency 


Baluchistan Agency 


Sub-Inspectors 

Head Constables 

Constables .. 

Sub-Inspectors 

Head Constables 

D. S. P. 

Inspectors .. 

Sub-Inspectors 
(including 6 engaged 
on Finger Print 
work). 

Head Constables 
Constables .. 
Inspectors .. 

Sub-Inspectors 
Head Constables 
Constables .. 


Central India Agency 
Western India States Agency 
Ajmer-Merwara .. 

Gujarat States Agency .. vNo separate C. 1. D. 


p.a. I 


1 431 

y p.m. or 
J 5,172p.a. 


»450 I Yes. 


50,000 ! Yes. 


Andamans 


Dy. Supdt. 
Inspectors .. 
Sub-Inspectors 
Hd. Constables 


Yes, except that in 
the secret serviw 
>•1,06,500 Fund which is 
examined by the^ 
Chief Commissioner. 


Constables .. 
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InforunUion promised in reply to starred question So. 1103 asked by Mr. 
Muhammad Azhar AH on the 28th March, 1935. 

Sbniobity List of Travelling Ticket Examiners and Ticket Collectors 
ON THE East Indian Railway. 

(n) and (6). The Honourable Member is referred to the information laid on the 
table of the House to-day in reply to starred question No. 1034 asked by Mi. A. K. 
Fuzlul Haq on the 26th* March, 1935. 


Informatimi promised in reply to starred questions Sos. 1110 and 1111 asked 
by Maulvi Syed Murtaza Sahib Bahadur on the 28th March, 1935. 

Produce of the Land of the Istimvari Area of Sathana, Ajmer-Merwara. 

1110. (a) There are very few instances in the Khalsa area of Ajmer-Merwara 
m which cash rents are charged, and even in those very rare cases the amount of rent 
is settled for a group of fields of various kinds of soil, collectively. It is, therefore, 
not possible to determine the cash rate per bigha of Chahi or Barani land. The rates 
of rent, in kind, generally charged on (i) Chahi, and (it) Barani land are 
respectively : 

(i) half the gross produce when the landlord supplies manure, seed, etc., to the 
tenant,—otherwise one-third of the gross produce ; and 

(it) one-third of the gross produce. 

(fj) The cash rates of rent realised in ilolatpura are as under ; 




Rate per bigha on 


Crop. 

Chahi land. 

Barani land. 



Rs. as. 

Rs. as. 

Cotton 

• • •. 

1 12 

0 14 

Methi 

• • .. 

0 14 

Nil. 

Chillies 

.. 

0 14 

Nil. 

No cash rent 

is charged 

for other crops. One-third of 

the gross protluc 

generally recovered 

.as rent on 

both Chahi and Barani areas. 

In addition there 

cess of 3i seers per maund. 




Inforfnation promised in reply to starred qwstinns 1110 and 1111 ashed by 
Maulvi Syed Murtaza Sahib Bahadur on the 28th March, 1935. 

Produce of the Land of the Istimvari Area of Sathana, Ajmer-Merwara. 

1111. (t) Attention is invited to the answer to part (a) of Honourable Member's 
question No. 1110. 

(ti) One-third of the produce is generally recovered as rent, and in addition to 
this there is a cess of 31 seers per maund. 


Information promised in reply to starred question No. 1224 asked by Syed 
GhuJam Bhik Nairnng on the 30th March, 1935. 

Number of Muslims and Non-Muslims employed as Assistant Manager 
and Heads of Branches, in the Government of India Presses 
and in the Central Publication Branch. 

(a) 19 and 3 TespeeUvely. 

(b) 244. 
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Information pron^d in reply to part (a) of starred question No. 1243 asked 
by Mr. N. V. Gadqil, on the 30th March, 1935. 

Departments op Public Services dirbctly under the Administration 
OF THE Government of India. 

Name of Department, Headqmrtera, 

Southern Command (Indian Army) .. .. Poona. 

Sind (Independent) Brigade Areaj (Indian Army) .. .. Karachi. 

Royal Indian Navy .. .. Bombay. 

Royal Air Foroe Units and Indian Air Force .. .. Karachi. 

Office of the Agent, Great Indian Peninsula Railwray .. .. Bombay. 

Office of the Senior Government Inspector of Railways, Circle 

No. 6. .. .. .. .. .. .. Bombay. 

Office of the Chief Accounts Officer, Great Indian Peninsula Railway Do. 

Office of the Captain Superintendent, I. M. M. T. S.Dufferin * * .. Do, 

Offices of the Principal Officers, Mercantile Marine De})art- 

ment, Bombay District and the Shipping Master, Bombay .. Do. 

10. Office of the Superintendent of Lighthouses, Bombay District .. Do. 

11. Office of the Princi]'al Officer, Mercantile Marine Department 

and Superintendent of Lighthouses, Karachi District .. Karachi. 

12. Indian Meteorological Department .. .. .. .. Poona. 

13. Office of the Deputy ContrfJller of Currency (including the Currency 

Office, Bombay) .. .. .. .. Bombay. 

14. Security Printing, India .. .. .. .. .. Nasik. 

16. Office of the Accountant-General, Bombay .. .. .. Bombay. 

16. His Majesty’s Mint.. .. .. .. .. .. Do. 

17. Customs Department (Collector of Customs and Salt) .. .. Do. 

18. Salt Department (Collector of Customs and Salt) .. .. Do. 

10. Income-tax Department (Commissioner of Income-tax) .. .. Do. 

20. Office of the Controller of Military Accounts, Southern Command.. Poona. 

21. Office of the Controller of Naval Accounts .. .. .. Bombay. 

Injorvmtion promised in reply to starred question No, 1294 asked by Pandit 
NilakarUha Das on the let Aprils 1935, 

Positions under Government (including Railways) requiring Out¬ 
standing Technical Qualifications to serve as Heads. 

(a) The Government of India are not concerned with provincial operations involv¬ 
ing high technical skill. So far as their own Civil Departments are concerned, there 
are at present 22 posts of heads of engineering services, etc., the incumbents of which 
are required to possess outstanding technical qualifications. No non-official experts 
have been engaged for big building operations by the Government of India from out¬ 
side during the last ten years. 

(h) The Railway Department set up the following two Committees daring the 
last 10 years : 

(1) The Committee appointed in 1933 to report on the suitability of Ascu 

preservative for treating timber. 

(2) The Hardinge Bridge Committee, 1934. 

There is also a standing expert committee attached to the Department of 
Industries and Labour, known as the Central Board of Irrigation. 
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(o) Of the posts mentioned in (a), nine have been held by Indians. The OentiAl 
Board of Irrigation mentioned eonsists of Chief Engineers (Irrigation) of the 
different provinces and four Indian Chief Engineers have served on it. The Chairman 
of the committee which dealt with the Asen preservative was an Indian who did not 
belong to any railway service. 

((i) In view of Iho fact that the works in question are usually carried out by 
the members of the services concerned, Government do not consider that any useful 
purpose would be served by publishing a yearly report. 


Information promised in reply to starred questions Nos, 1324^ 1325 and 1326 
asked by Mt. D. K, Lahiri Chatfdhury, on the 2nd Aprils 1935. 

Successful Mechanical ea;-A pprentices op the Lillooah Workshops, 

East Indian Kailway. 


lil£4. The Agent, East Indian Railway reports : 

(a) Every endeavour is made to provide the successful mechanical ex- 
appreJitices with posts when there are vacancies to be filled. Owing to the economy 
camiiaign and to retrenched mechanics on the waiting list having to be absorbed 
vacancies have been few. All mechanics on the waiting list have now been 
absorbed and in future ea:-apprenticca will be taken into consideration when 
vacancies occur. 

(hj Yes, also by Deputy Chief Mechanical Engineer, Lillooah. 

(c) The implication is inaccurate. The following Lillooah eo^-apprentices have 
been given employment in the Lucknow Workshops :— 


Name. 


Completed apprenticeship. 


Date appointed. 


S. K. Rana .. 
A. Beg 

P. N. Dutta .. 
J. Carnegio .. 


6 8 1933 
18 2 1929 
9 2 1930 
8 4 1934 


7 8 1933 
19 2 1929 
March 1935 
15 1 1935 


(d) 35 ])er cent, of the Chargemen, Mechanics and Journeymen in the Loco¬ 
motive and Carriage and Wagon Works at Lucknow are illiterate in English but 
with the exception of a. very few cases, all are literate in their own vernacular. 
The exceptions arc in the Journeymen's grade, a grade to which ex-apprentice 
meclniib'S are not normally appointed, although they are at times appointed, at 
their own request, to posts lower than that of the technically trained grades. 


In regard to clerical staff appointed in the Workshop Supervising giade, there 
are three cases, all of which have been appointed in semi-technical posts. «>., a 
Store Keeper, a Journeyman (who deals with \\orkshop stores) and a Gunner. 

(c) The staff in question were appointed prior to the amalgamation, as the 
then Locomotive Superintendent, Oudh and Riohilkund Railway considered that 
mechanics and inislries deserving of promotion should bo encouraged by being 
promoted to supervising grades. 


(f) This practice has been discontinued since the amalgamation and the post® 
in question have been reserved for car-apprentice mechanics. This, however, doea 
not indicate that deserving mistries have no longer any opportunities for promo¬ 
tion since posts carrying pay in the old scales up to Rs. 140 and in the now scales 
up to Rs. 120 are open to them. 


(ff) No, as it would be most unfair to replace these Indian Journeymen 
Mechanics and Chargemen by car-apprentices. They have had long years of 
practical experience in workshops and have discharged the duties entrusted to them 
in an efficient and reliable manner. In muny cases they have received technical 
education ; although not up to the standard given at the present time to appren¬ 
tices W’ho pass through the Jamalpur Technical School. 
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^a:-ApPBBNTicES OP Jamalpxjb Technical School, East Indian Railway. 

1325. The Agent, East Indian Ballway reports : 

(a) .^fl;-apxirentices who cannot be absorbed on completion of their training 
arc placed on a waiting list and from this list they are subsequently absorbed 
according to their training in their respective grades in order of seniority which 
IS reckoiied from the date of completion of their apprenticeship. J^a;-apprenticcs 
arc, however, retained on the waiting list for a period of two years only from the 
date of completion of apprenticeship. As between faj-apprentices on the waiting 
list and other apprentices who subsequently complete their training selection is 
entirely by merit. If merit is equal or nearly equal an (?^>appreutice on the 
Siting list is given preference. 

(ft) Ves, those appointed as apprentices prior to the 16th July, 1931, and 
retained in service on completion of axiprenticeship, arc governed by the old scales 
of pay. 

(c) Yes, ear-apprentices who were discharged on completion of apprenticeship 
and were re-engaged after the 15th July, 1931, are governed by the revised scales 
of pay of 1934. 

(fi) Five car-apprentices were appointed in 1933 as Train-Examiners provi¬ 
sionally in the old scales of pa>. On the introduction of tins revised scales of pay 
(1934)* their pay has been fixed in the new scales. 

(c) No. Only apprentices who were appointed before the 16th July, 1931^ 
and who were retained in service on completion of their apprenticeship, are 
entitled to the old scales of pay The new scales of pay a^iply to apprentices 
er'^Mged after a break in service if such break occurred after the 15th July, 1931. 

(f) Docs not arise. 


CoNFlHMAriON OF CERTAIN MECHANICAL eO^-AlTRENTlCES UNDER THE ChIBF 
Mechanical Engineer, East Indian Railway. 

1326. The Agent, East Indian Bailway, reports : 

(a), (b) (i) and (c). There are certain car-apprentices who have been appointed 
tenijiorarily both at .Jamalpur and Lucknow in connection with the remodelling 
srheme and whose services will not necessarily be retained when this work is 
eouiiileted. 

At Lillooah two car-apprentices have been engaged in temxiorary posts to cope 
vith a temporary rush of work. 

(&) (n). The question of the confirmation of these car-apprentices will be con¬ 
sidered when the damalpur remodelling has been completed. 


Information promised in reply to parts (d) to (A), (A;) and (1) of starred questior^ 
No. 1369, asked by Dr. N. B. Khare on the 2nd Aprils 1935. 

Applicability of Finance Department Circular No. F.-78-XI-Ex.-I-31, 
TO the Staff on State-managed Railways. 

(d) No. It was not the intention that committees should bo formed to select 
the staff for retrenchment. 

The Agent, East Indian Railway, reports ; 

(e) and (/). Six of the inferior staff at Ch.*indau8i School were retrenched 
from the 1st August, 1933 and the School Sergeant was retrenched in June, 1933. 

(9) Yes. 

(A) The surplus inferior staff at the Chandausi School were Included in ^he 
number of Way and Works staff of the Moradabad division in the Gazette 
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(k) The duties performed by the School Sergeant were as under ; 


Supervision of— 
Conservancy staff. 
Watch and Ward staff. 


Maintenance of buildings. 

Messing arrangements of Catering. 
Contractor. 


Workshop staff. 

Peons and coolies. 

Games and upkeep of games material. 

School furniture. 

Mess and school equipment. 

(1) The School Steward who has replaced the School Sergeant and the accounts 
clerk formerly employed, is responsible to the Superintendent for the office work 
inclusive of upkeep of Ledgers, etc., conservancy, school furniture, mess equip¬ 
ment, supervision of peons and maintenance of school buildings. 



promised in reply to part (b) of starred question No. 1375, asked by Khan ScMb Nawab Siddiqm Ali Khan 
(on bdudfof Mr. A. K. Fazlvil Huq) on the 2nd April, 1935. 

Composition op Inferior Establishment of the Central Pubuc Works Department including 
Central India and Rajputana, at the end of 1934. 


stat emen ts laid on thb table. 
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It^ormation promised in reply to starred qvestian No. 1379 asked by Sardar 
Sant Singh on the 2nd April, 1935. 

ikpFonmiBNT OP Apprentice Permanent Way Inspectors on the Eastern 

Bengal Railway. 


(o) Yos. 

(6) 2,075 applications were received. The number of vacancies to be filled 
not iiicutioncd in the advertisements. A preliminary selection was made by 
t!iv‘ Welfare Oflicer and tlie Personal Assistant to the Chief Engineer who seloctod 
437 candidates for interview of whom five were employees of the Eastern Bengal 

Hailway. 

A selection Cominittee consisting of the Deputy Chief Engineer, the Personal 
Assistant to the Chief Pbigiiiecr and the Welfare Officer interviewed 437 candidates 


and selected the following to fill up the 

eleven vacancies 

Employes. 

Outsiders. 

Total. 

Hindus .. 

4 

2 

6 

Muslim .. 


3 

a 

Anglo Indians 


1 

1 

Other Minority Communities 

. 

1 

I 

(Sikh). 


(c) Out of the total number of Hindus selected, namely, six, four were already 
in railway einploynient and two were recruited from outside. The Selection Board 
followed the accepted princijile, i.c., giving preferential consideration to the sons 
of lailway servants who have rendered efficient service to the railway, provided 
ttio candidates wore otherwise suitable. It is a mere coincidence that one of the 
candidates selected, who is a sou of a District Traffic Superintendent who died soiiso 
years ago, hap})eiis to be also the nephew of a Htorcs Department Officer at present 
employed on the hhistern Bengal Railway. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) As regards the first j'art Government are informed that the object of 
inviting outsiders to be interviewed was to secure a certain number of suitable 
candiilates in the oijon market. 

The re]dy to the second part is in the negative. 

(/) Fn view of the reply to part (c) above and of the facts that the niimbor 
of vacancies was not advertised and that seven out of the eleven vacancies wore 
available for outsiders, it was not considered necessary to diff’erentiato between 
the vacancies to be filled by departmental candidates Jiticl those to be filled by 
outshlers. 

(<;) If railway Administrations are to advertise vacancies to be filled, a very 
large nuiubcr of applications must be expected in the present state of the labour 
niarket, ami it js not possible to make the filial selection without interviewing 
a fair percentage of the ajiplicants. In the case in point about 80 per cent, of 
applications were weeded out in the preliminary selection and 20 per cent, werd 
interviewed by the Selection Board. 

(h) No. The Agent, Eastern Bengal Railway, reports that the volume of 
work involved in going through all the applications, interviewing applicants and 
making the final selection, is so great that the Administrative officers mentioned 
in the question could not undertake it. 

Informatim promised in reply to part (b) of starred question No. 1381, ashed by 
Bhai-Parma Nand on the 2nd April, 1935. 

Promotion or a Clerk of the Routine Division to the Second Division 
IN THE Departments op the Government op India. 

Vacancies filled in the second division by the Departments of 
the Government of India, since the coming into force of the 
Home Department office memorandum No. F.-452 27-E8t8. 
dnted the Sth December, 1928 .. .. ’* gg 

-Vacancies filled by the promotion of unqualified men .. g 
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Information promised in reply to unstated question No. 286 asked by Mr, B. B. 
Varma on the 3rd April, 1935. 

Beuef of the Staff oranted Leave in tue Kotah District of the Bombay, 
Baroda and Central India Railway. 

The Agent, Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway, reports : 

<< (a) All leave and piisscs are sanctioned by the District Traffic Superinteii- 
di’iit and relief arrangements for subordinate staff are made by the District Traffic 
iSuperiiitendent’s office and for the inferior staff by the Traflic-lnspectors. Passes 
for tlfc? inferior staff are issued by the District Traffic Superintendent when the 
Traffic-Inspectors apply for them as soon as the latter are in a position to relieve 
the inferior staff. Staff are relieved as soon as relief becomes available. 

(h) Pointsman Badri, son of Jodha of Ruxibas, claimed damages of T?s. 1,000 
fro‘H his Traffic-Inspector on the 4th January, 1935, for not ‘r(*Ueving him in time. 

(g) The case was investigated and it was found that the Station Master, 
Rupbas, had wired to the Traffic-Insiicctor on the 13th March, 1931, intimating that 
Badri’s wife’s condition was hopeless and he was relieved without undue delay 
on the 15th March, 1934, afternoon, when the first Relieving Pointsman became 
available. 

Every possible effort is made to relieve staff promptly in urgent cases. 


Information promised in reply to unstarred qncs*'.im No. 296 asked by Mr. C. N. 
Mulhxtranya Mudoliar on the 3rd April, 1935. 

Seats in the Third Class Carriages on the Sodto Indian 

Railway. 

(c) The carriages with two seater benches are not generally utilised on 
important main lino trains. Steps are being taken by the South Indian Railway 
to replace these carriages by the latest tyjie of third class carriages when the 
former are condemned or pass their time limit. 


Information promised in reply to unstarred question No, 299 asked by U Thein 
Maung on the 1st April, 1935. 

Contracts for the Supply of Ballast Stones to the Burma Railways. 


Year. 

Percentage. 


By number. By amount. 

1932-33 

2-00% 2-64% 

1933-34 

. 1M1% 9-73% 

1934-36 

. 16-18% 9-79% 


Information promised in reply to starred question No, 144S ashed by Seth Govind 

Las on the 4th April, 1935. 

Arrest and Conviction op Four Persons daily, found travellino 
without Tickets, at Jubbulpore. 

A largo number of passengers were being detected at 
withoMt tickets. The number so detected during the months of October, 1954 to 
D163LAD 
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March, 1935, and the number who paid the charges due on demand were as 
follows : 


Months. 



No. of passengers 
detected 
without 
tickets. 

No. of passengers 
who paid the 
charges duo on 
demand. 

October, 1934 .. 

• . 


60,0 

64 

November, 1934 

• • 


560 

11 

December, 1934 

.. 

• a 

660 

31 

January, 1935 .. 

•• 

* a 

675 

28 

February, 1935 .. 


• • 

524 

24 

March, 1934 



463 

63 


As it was considered impracticable to prosecute all those who did not pay on 
•demand, arrangements were made, in consultation with the local railway police and 
magisterial authorities for a maximum of four passengers per day to be sent 
up for prosecution. The numbers actually prosecuted, however, during the six 
months in question were : 


40 under Section 113 of the Indian Bailway Act. 


138 under Section 112 of the Indian Bailway Act. 


Informfxtion promised in reply to starred question No. 1468 asked by Mr, D. JRl. 
Ixnhwi Chaudhury on the 4ih Aprils 1935. 

Post and Telegraph Offices maintained for Military Purposes. 

(a) The names of the Post and Telegrai>h offices maintained for military 
purposes arc : 


(1) Landikotal. 

(12) Wana. 

(2) Shahgai. 

(13) Manzai. 

(3) Jamrud. 

(14) Jandala. 

(4) Bazmak. 

(16) Dattakhel. 

(5) ThuU. 

(16) Mirali. 

(6) Fort Lockhart. 

(17) Miranshah. 

<7) Dosalli. 

(18) Sarwakai. 

(8) Dargai. 

(19) Spinwam. 

(9) Malakand. 

(20) Sararogha. 

(10) Chakdara. 

(21) Shewa. 

(11) Oghi. 



(h) A contribution to compensate for the loss involved is made by the military 
authorities in respect of the seven offices, Nos. 15 to 21, in the above statement. 
The working of the other offices does not involve any loss and hence no contribu¬ 
tion in made. 





STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE. 


IIT 


Information promised in reply to starred question No. 1470 asked by Mr. 8. 
Satyamurti on the 4th April, 1935. 


Subjects op Indian States against whom Proceedings have been taken 
BY Local Governments under the Foreigners’ Act. 


Province. 


No. 


No. of No. of 

orders still orders 

in force, cancelled, 


Madras 

Bengal 

United Provinces 

Punjab 

Burma 

Bihar and Orissa 
Central Provinces 
Assam 

North-West Frontier Province 

Coorg 

Delhi 

Ajmer-Merwara 


4 4 

2 2 


3 


3 


None of the persons referred to above was convicted in connection with the 
Civil Disobedience Movement. 


Jn/ormatton jw’omised in reply to starred q'Ufstiom Nos, 1485,1487 farts (a) and (6) 
of 1488 and 1491 ashd by Mr. Earn Narayan Sinlia on the 4th April, 1935. 

Grievances of Travelling Ticket Examiners on the East Indian 

Eailway. 


1485. (a) Ves. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) The reply to the first part is in the negative. As regards the second part, 
Travelling Ticket Examiners frequently work on moving trains. So do many 
others. 

(d) and (c). The Agent. East Indian Railway, reports that the inethod of 
preparation of programme is not the same for Travelling Ticket Examiners and 
guards. 

(O Yes. 

{g) There is a great difference between the nature of the duties of Guards 
and those of TriiveHing Ticket Examiners and, therefore, the two classes of staff 
cannot be treated on the same basis in respect of hours of duty and periods of 
rest. There are no fixed rules as regards the rest at out-stations, but the programme 
of work is so arranged that the men get adequate rest. 

(h) Yes. If admissible according to rules. 

(i) Travelling Ticket Examiners arc not entitled to rest periods and allowances 
which are permissible to Guards. The Agent, East Indian Railway reports that 
on that railway the hours of duty of all Travelling Ticket Examiners are so 
regulated as to give them the benefit of the hours of einployment rules, although 
this is not actually required under the conditions of their service, since they are 
classified as running staff for the purpose of those rules. 

(^) The duties are different, and the rules regarding rest have also to be 
different. 
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Gbibvances of Travelling Ticket Examiners on the East Indian 

Railway. 

1487. (a) Yes. lu accordance with the Guards Allowance Rules. 

(&) Tlie rules for Guards* allow.aiices are not applicable to Travelling Ticket 
Examiners. In this connection I would refer tho Honourable Member to the reply 
given to part {g) of Question No. 1485 just laid on the table of the House. 


Grievancks of Travelling Ticket Examiners on the East Indian 

Railway. 

1488. The Agent, East Indian Railwiiy, reports : 

(a) Exchange of duties between staff is generally discouiaged as such ex¬ 
changes are liable to cause <li8loc.ition of iionnal working. In emergent cases, 
however, it is poriniitcd, with tho prior sanction of tho couipctcmt supervising 
senior subordinate, and Travelling Ticket Examiners arc not made an exception of 
in this respect. 

(b) To prevent disorganisation of work a severe view is always taken of cases 
in which staff fail to turn up in time for the train by which they are booked 
'without authorised leave or without producing a proper medical certificate. The 
consumption of medicine is not considered an authority for unpunctuality or 
absence from duty. 


Grievances of Travelling Ticket Examiners ox the East Indian 

Railway. 

1491. The Agent, East Indian Railway, reports : 

(a) The question is obscure for it is not clear in what connection the term 
rest is used. 

(&) Until the obscurity referred to in reply to part (a) above is removed, 
differential treatment is not apparent and the question does not arise. 


Information promised in reply to starred qmstion No. 15Vi asked by Prof N. 0. 

Ranya on the 4th A priU 

Offers of Sinking or constructing Wells or Myers’ Pumps on Railway 
Platforms or within Railway Compounds. 

Government are informed that one such offer by the public of Iiidupalli to 
erect a Myers Pump ** on tho Railway platform, was received by tho Madras 
and Southern Mahratta Railway Administration in January, 1934, and that this 
request was later supported by tho Andhra Desa Railway Passengers Association. 
As the arrangement for the supply of water to passengers which had meanwhile 
been augmented, wore considered adequate, the offer was not accepted. 

The administration do not consider it desirable that works of this nature, 
within Railway premises, should be provided by any agency other than tho 
Railway. 


Jnfonmtio'n promised in reply to starred question No. 1563 asked hy Mr. Satya 
Narayan Sinha on the 5th April, 1935. 

Rbconstbuction of certain Bbidoes between Madhubani and Jayanaoab 
ON THE Bengal and North Western Railway. 

(a) Yes. 

(b) ^It is a fact that in certain instances existing spans which had ceased 
functioning were filled in. In other oases, the bridges were rebuilt with an 
increase in waterway. 
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(o) Government have no reason to doubt that the floods caused damage to 
standing crops, but the flooding was m no way due to any deficiency in the water- 
w.MV provided by the Railway as supposed, but to the steady rise of the river bed 
by silting and possibly to subsidence of the flooded areas due to the earthtpiake 
of January, 1934. 

(d) to (/). A rojiresentation was received from the Chief Manager, Raj Dar- 
bhanga, but it was pointed out to him that the flooding was due to the rise in the 
river bed and to the change taking place in the course of the river which is tending 
to return to its old bed. 


InfoT'dfiation 'i^romised in reply U) parts (a) and ( 6 ) of starred (ju^Mion No. 1577 
ashed by Mr. Bam Narayan Sinha on the 5th Ajiril, 1935. 

Applications made under Section 30 op the Indian Income-tax Act. 

(a) and (6). A statement giving the necessary informatioti for the j-ear 1034-35 
is laid on the table. 


Statement. 


1934-35. 


♦No. of apphoa- fNo. of oases 
tions made in which 


District or Circle. 



under section 

modifications 




30. 

were made in 
favour of the 





applicants. 

Patna .. 

.. 


232 

207 

Gaya .. 

•. 


236 

100 

Shababad 

.. 


172 

40 

Bhagalpur (South) Sonthal Pargannas 

(East) 

379 

239 

Muzaffarpur (Sadar) Champaran 



353 

237 

Darbhanga-Sitamarhi 



281 

160 

Saran-Hajipur .. 



293 

290 

Purnca-North Bhagalpur 



393 

280 

Ranchi 



59 

36 

Manbhum Sadar 



66 

33 

Dhanbad 



79 

45 

Singhbhum 



107 

64 

Sambalpur 



103 

65 

Hazaribagh 



110 

56 

Palamau 



45 

17 

Cuttack 



142 

75 

Balasore 



54 

35 

Puri .. 



75 

28 

Salaries Circle .. 



31 

22 

Monghyr-Sonthal Pargannas (West) 


322 

132 


• appesla filed in previous years but disposed of in 1931-36. 

t Include slight reductions. 
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Information promised in reply to pcerl (b) of Marred question No. 1580 asked by 
Mr. Ram Narayan Singh on the 5th April, 1935. 


Imposition op Penalties under Section 28 of the Income-tax Aotin 
Cuttack, Puri and Balasore Circles. 


(») No. 


Irformation promised in reply to starred question No. 1659 asked by Mr. 
Umar Aly Shih on the 80i April, 1935. 

Certain Subordinates op the Central Public Works Department, New 

Delhi. 

(a) A list of permanent subordinates in the Central Public Works Department 
who have not passed any recognised technical examination is laid on the table. 

(b) They were given permanent appointments on the merits of their practical 
experience and qualitications. 

(c) There are only two such subordinates, namely—Mr. Manzoor Ali, and Mr. 
• Harbans Swamp. 


List of permanent JSuhordinates in the Central Public Works Department who have not 
passed any recognised technical examination. 


Subordinate Mngineering Service. i 

1. Mr. Gurdit Singh. j 

2. Mr, Shib Dayal, 

3. Mr. Ram Chand (Delhi), j 

4. Mr. Chiraiiji Lai. I 

5. Mr. Allah Ditta. 

6. Mr. Badruddin I. 

7. Mr. Rulia Ram. 

8. Mr. Basant Singh. 

9. Mr. Noor Mohammed. 

10. Mr. Ram Chand (Ajmer). 

11. Mr. Ghulam Sabir. I 


Electrical and Mechanical Section, 

1. Mr. Kesar ('hainl. 

2. Mr. Sundar Singh. 

3. Mr. W. Wylie. 

4. Mr. F. D. Williams. 

5. Mr. Ilabibul Rahman. 

0. Mr. Pooran Chand. 

7. Mr. Bua Ditta Mai. 

8. Mr. Sant Ram. 

9. Mr. R. H. Foster. 


InformaiDU promised in reply to unstarred questions Nos. 302, 303, 304, 307, 
317 and 318 asked by Dr. N. B. Khare on the 9lh April, 1935. 

Removal op Travelling Ticket Collectors prom the Category op Train 
(Traffic) or Running Staff on certain Railways. 

302. So far as the grant of mileage allowances is concerned, the Travellinir Ticket 
Checking staff ceased to be treated as running staff on : 

North Western Railway "j 

^ ^ . >from the 1st June, 1931. 

East Indian Railway J 

Eastern Bengal Railv^ay, from the let April, 1931. 


On the Burma Railways, the question is still under consideration. 

On the Great Indian Peninsula Railway the Travelling Ticket Cheeking staff 
TOre never, so far as T am aware, given mileage allowances. They have all 

Altewan^BSM “ ®’***®'^ Travdllag 
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Duties and Responsibilities op the Crew System in the Howrah and 
Lucknow Divisions, East Indian Railway. 

303. Mr. G. J. Harris’s report from which the quotation has been taken has 
no bearing on the question of seniority. As regards fixation of seniority of Crew 
and other Travelling Ticket Checking staff on absorption in the Moody-Ward system, 
j would refer the Honourable Member to the information laid on the table of the 
House on the 19th July, 1934, in reply to part (i) of question No. 459, asked by 
by Mr. 8. G. Jog, on the 13th March, 1934. 

Promotion and Seniority of the Travelling Ticket Inspectors op the 
Account and Audit Department transferred to the Trafuo 
Department op the East Indian Railway. 

304. The Agent, East Indian Railway reports : 

At each of the stages mentioned the seniority of the Ticket Checking Staff was 
maintained on the lines stated below : 

Jst Mays 1931 ; The seniority of Travelling Ticket Tnspcutors of the Accounts 
Department was distinct from the seniority of staff on the Crew System. 

l8t June, 1931 ; A combined seniority list was made for each grade of the 
Moody-Ward system in which the Travelling Ticket Inspectors of the 
Accounts Department weiv positioned with other ticket checking staff, 
seniority being dctennii.ed primarily according to pay and by length of 
service when jiay was ocjunl. 

1st January^ 1933. 1 In December, 193*?, the oM Travelling Ticket Inspectors 

Ist March, 1933. { of the \ccounts Department who were absorbed in the 

Moody-Ward sclieme as Travelling Ticket Examiners were allov.ed the 
option of retaining the scales of pay aTq)Ucablo to the former permanenl 
posts held substantively by them with the benefit of increments therein. 


Consolidated Allowance of the Ticket Checking Staff on the East 

Indian Railway. 


307. The Agent, East Indian Railway, reports : 

(a) 1. Chief Inspectors (Tickets) 6. 

2. Inspectors (Ticket), Grade T 6. 

3. Inspectors (Ticket), Grade fl 5. 

(ft) 1. Rs. 240—20—460. 

2. Rs. 200—10—220. 

3. Rs. 150—10—190. 

(c) The Inspectors draw ordinary 1 ravelling allowance as applicable to other 
Inspectors under the State Railway or East Indian Railway Rules, the rates are ns 
sliow'n below : 


State Railway Rules. 

Staff drawing Rs. 501 and above Us. 4 per 
day. 

Staff drawing Rs. 401 to Rs. 500, Rs. 3/8/0 
per day. 

Staff drawing Rs. 301 to Rs. 400, Rs. 3 per 
day. 

Staff drawing Rs. 201 to Rs. 300, Rs. 2/8/0 
per day. 


East Indian Railway Rules. 

European and East Indian subordinates 
Rs. 4 per night. 

Indian employees drawing Rs. 350 and 
above, Rs. 3/8/0 per night. 

Indian employees drawing Rs. 250 to under 
Rs. 350 Rs. 2/8/0 per night. 

Indian employees drawing Rs. 200 to under 
Rs. 250, Rs. 2 per night. 


Staff drawing Rs. 101 to Rs. 200, Rs. 1/8/0 Indian employees drawing Rs. 100 to under 
per day. Rs. 200, Rs. 1/8/0 per night. 

(d) A statement giving the required information is attached. (A). 

(e) A stabsment giving the required information is attached. (B). 

The old Travelling Ticket Inspectors and staff of the Crew System were fitted 
into appointments in the Moody-Ward Scheme according to their suitability, limited 
necessarily by the sanctioned number of posts in each grade. 
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List showing the rates of pay of the old Travelling Ticket Imtpectars who are now employed as Head 
Ticket Collectors, Assistant Head Ticket Collectors or Ticket Collectors. 


Name. 

I 

' r)esignation. 

Crude held. 

1 

Pay. 

j 

1 


1 

Rs. 

j Rs. 

1 

F. L. Roberts .. 

1 Head Ticket Collector 

200-10- 220 

210 

B. B. Ni^jam .. .. .. j 

Assistant Head I'icket Col¬ 
lector. ; 

130-10—200 

200 

P.Peck .. .. .. 1 

1 

Head Ticket Collector .. | 

200-10—220 j 

220 

D. Wheeler .. .. ., ' 

Do. .. j 

150—10--lfl0 1 

190 

J. N. Sinha .. .. .. i 

1 

1)0. .. 1 

150—10- lUO 1 

180 

Shitab Rai .. ' 

i 

Do. .. i 

I3a-10—200 

200 

M. A. Sprin^ett 

Do. .. 1 

130—10- 200 1 

200 

Hamin Hussain .. .. | 

Do. .. j 

13G—10—200 

200 

S. Pa^-ambar .. .. .. | 

Assistant Head Ticket Col¬ 
lector. 

110-5- 140 

126 

T. Liddle .! 

1 

Do. .. j 

130—10—160 , 

160 


“ B 

Bates of pay last drawn by the staff of Crew System who are now employed as Ticket Inspectors. 


Name. 

1 

Designation. j 

1 

i 

1 Existing 
grade. 

i 

Hates of pay last drawn in Grew 
System. 


Grade. 

1 

Pay. 



Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

A. H. Kurishy .. j 

Inspector (Ticket) 

200—10—220 

220—20—300 

260 Station In¬ 
spector. 

A. L- Deefholts .. 

Junior Inspector 
(Ticket). 

150—10—190 

150—10—200 

190 Line Inspec¬ 
tor. 

A. G. Khan 

Inspector (Ticket) 

200—10—220 

160-10-200 

200 Hostel Super¬ 
visor. 

T. N. Kitchlu 

Junior Inspector 
(Ticket). 

150—10—190 

160-10- 200 

180 Tine Inspector. 

K. M. Asghar 

1 Do. .. 1 

1 1 

160—10—190 

160—10—200 

180 Do. 

Mohd. Latiff 

^ rtt > » ^ 1 

' Chief fnspeotor 
' (Tickets). 

240—20-460 

240—20—460 

1 

260 Chief Inspec¬ 
tor (Tickets). 
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Consolidated Allowance of thp: Tfcket Checking Staff on the East 

Indian Railway. 

317. The Ajjent, Enst Tnclian Railway, reports ; 

(a) Ill the Tuket (lie,*kinRraneh the posts of Cliicf Inspectors (Tickets) aro 
hipjlier than the pO'-'ts of the Travelhn^ Ticket Inspectors. The rules for rccruit?nent 
Mini trainin^r of subonlinate stuft* referred to in part (e) of tliis (piestion aro followed. 

(h) Attention of the ironourable Meinlier is invited to tin* information just laid 
on the L'lble of the House in reply to parts (a) and {h) of his question No. .307 
.iskcd by him on the Dtli April. 

(o) With the circular referred to, the lulcs for the recruitment and traiiiint.; of 
Mibordinate stafT, were published for the information and guidance of all concerned. 

(d'and(e). Ticket C^olleetors form one of the clasf.es in the group of .‘il'id’ 

»ailed ** Ticket Collectors ” in Rule 21 of the recruitment rules. The group iiictndes 
be‘;des ticket collectors, 3’ravelling Ticket Plxaniiners, Assistrant Head Ticket Collectors, 
Head Ticket t'ollec'tors, Inspectors and Cleef Inspectors of Tickets. Recruitment is* 
norma lb made initially to tlie lowest grade of the class Ticket Collectors 


Promotion and SRNKHtn'Y of the Travelling Tickei In^pixi'drs on the 

East Indian Railway. 

.318. (a) Attention of the Honourable Member is uivited to the information just 
laid on the table of the lToii.‘«o in repl\ to «iucsti<‘ii No. 304 asked by him on tlie 
9th Ajiril, 1035. Any changes that have takem place are the result of altered coudi- 
fioins due to the re-organisation of the ticket cheeking system and not of transfer 
froui one Department to another. 

(ft) Agent, East Indian Railway, reports that there were only two grades, mu. :— 
(t) Rs. 60—4—()4—8—120', and 
(tt) Rs. 130—10—200. 

'fhe number of stalT in these grades was as follows :— 


Date. 


Grade (»). Grade (iV). 
Rs. Bs. 




60-4-64—8 

-120. 130-10 

Ist April, 1926 .. 

.. 

86 

24 

3l8t May. 1931 .. 

.. .. 

86 

24 

Ist Juno, 1031 .. 

.. 

72 

8 

Ist March, 19.35 

.. 

69 

8 


(c ) There are no grades the maximum of which is Rs. 80 or Bs. 96, Rs. 180 and 
Rs. lMO. Til all branches of service staff after reaching the ni;iximum of each grade 
normally vait until vacancies in the sanctioned cadre of the next higher grad^ 
occur. 

(d) The answer to the first imrt of the cpiestion is in the affirmative. 

(i) I would refer the Honourable Member to the reply given to part (c) above. 


(it) and (w4). The Railway Board’s order in cjuestion allowed these nxm to 
retain the scales of pav applicable to the permanent posts held by each 
of them in a substantive capacity prior to the introduction of the Moody- 
AVard scdicmc. They hold posts in the scales referred to in part (ft) 
above and have been allowed increments in the scale of pay of the 
posts substantively held by them. The Board’s orders did not allow thcic 
men to be given pay and increments in higher posts which were formerly 
in existence in the Accounts Department of which they ^ were not the 
substantive holders at the time when they were absorbed in the Moody- 
Ward scheme. 


(tv) Government are not prepared to go beyond the orders referred to above, 
(c) The reply to the first part of the question is in the affirmative. 

(•) For higher grade posts, I would refer the Honourable Member to the 
information just laid on the table of the House in reply to parts W 
and (ft) of his question No. 317 asked on the 9th April, 1935. The 
employees concerned are, however, eligible, on the oocurreace of vacancies* 
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for appointment to other posts carrying higher pay than those held by 
them substantively for which they may be qualified. The Agent, East 
Indian Railway reports that as the higher grade posts for wliicli an 
employee may ’be qualified depend on the nature of his qualifications, 
it is not possible to name such posts or scales of pay attaching thereto, 
(ii) No. 

(tti) No. The latter part of the question does not arise. 

(iv) This is a hypothetical question. If, however, the Honourable Member is 

referring to the case of a Travelling Ticket Examiner on the Moradabad 
Division of the East Indian ILuilway, I would refer him to the informa¬ 
tion laid on the table of the House on the 25th January 1935 in reply 
to question No. 440 (h) asked by Maulvi Sayed Murtaza Sahib Bahadur 
on the 7th August, 1934. 

(v) The Agent, East Indian Railway, reports that there is no anomaly to be 

removed. 

(/) If the Honourable Member will quote specific cases. Government will be 
prei)nred to make enquiries. 


Infiyrmalim promised in reply to unstarred question No. 309 asked by Dr, N, B, 
Khare on the 9th April, 1935. 

Pkomotion and Seniority of Travelling Ticket Examiners and Travel¬ 
ling Ticket Inspectors of the Accounts and Audit Department 
transferred to the Operating Department of the North Western 
AND East Indian Railways. 

The Agents, North Western and East Indian Raihvays, state ; 

North Western Bailway. —Tin* entire control of Travelling Ticket Examiners and 
special Ticket examiners (wrongly referred to as Travelling Ticket Inspectors) was 
transferred from the Accounts to the Executive with effect from Ist Juno, 1928. 
From 1st June, 1928 to 3l8t May, 1931. Travelling Ticket Examiners inrlading 
Special Travelling Ticket Examiners and Special Tick(‘t Examiners were borne on 
two separate cadres for the purpose of seniority and for temporary or permanent 
promotions to their respective higher grades. 

2. From 1st Juno, 1931, the cadre of Travelling Ticket Examiners including 
Special Travelling Ticket Examiners was abolished and the incumbents of the post 
were fitted into the cadre of Special Ticket Examiners. Since then they have been 
borne on a combined seniority list for promotion to higher grades though due to 
surpluses in these higher grades no such promotions have been made. Travelling 
Ticket Examiners including S])ecial Travelling Ticket Examiners who prior to 1st 
August, 3931, held j)oriiiancnt posts as such in a substantive capacity, have been 
informed that they must before 1st August, 193.5, exercise an option of retaining 
their old scales as personal to themselves will effect from Ist June, 1931, the date 
on which they were fitted into the Spee/ial Ticket Examiner’s cadre. 

Further instructions as regards seniority and promotion will be issued when they 
have exercised this option. 

Indian Railway .— Altention of the Honourable Member is invited to the 
information just laid on the Lnble of the House in reply to cfucstion No. 304 asked by 
him on the 0th April, 1935. The remarks given against the stage 1st May, 1931, 
also refer to the period previous to that. The remarks given against the stage Ist 
June, 1931, indicates the position upto 1932. 


MOTIONH FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Order, order. 
I have received a notice from Mr. A. K. Fuzlul Huq that he intends to 
make a motion for adjournment today for the purpose of discussing a 
definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, “ the situation 
created by the refusal of the Government to allow Mahatma Gandhi 
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and Congress Leaders to visit the area affected by the Earthquake at 
Quetta for purposes of carrying on relief operations As the Honour- 
able Member is not in his seat, that notice of motion for adjournment 
lapses. 

Prohibition op Mr. Mohan Laii Saksena b*rom enterino into the 

District op Tippera. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : 1 have aUo 
received a notice from Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta that he intends to 
make a motion for adjournment today for the purpose of discussing a 
definite matter of urgent public importance, viz., ‘‘ the order passed by 
the District Magistrate of Tippera on the 11th July, 1935, prohibiting 
Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena, M.L.A., from entering into the District of 
Tippera whore he was proceeding as a member of a committee appointed 
by the Congress Part3" of the Assembly to investigate into the administra¬ 
tion of repressive laws in Bengal 

Since then I have received a Message from His Excellency the 
Viceroy and Governor General in which he sa^^s that, on the ground that 
this matter is not primarily the concern of the Governor General, he 
disallows the motion. 

{Cries of “ Shame, shame ’’ from Congress Party Benches.) 
Refusal op Permission to Mahatma Gandhi and Babu Rajendra Prasad 
TO enter into tub Earthquake Area op Quetta. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Order, order. 

Mr. Avinashilingam Chettiar has also given notice of an ad¬ 
journment motion wliich runs as folloAvs : 

“ I propose to move a motion for adjournment of the business of this House 
on the opening day of the coming Session for the purpose of discussing a definite 
matter of urgent public iiiiportanec, namely, the Government of India’s refusal to 
give permission to Mahatma Gandhi and Babu Bfijendra Prasad to enter into the earth¬ 
quake area of Quetta and do relief work.” 

I have to inquire whether any Honourable Member has any objec¬ 
tion to this adjournment motion. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar (Salem and Coimbatore cum 
North Arcot : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I do not want to move 
my motion. 

Rioting op British Soldiers stationed at Jubbulpore. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : I have also 
received notice of an adjournment motion from Seth Govind Das in 
which he proposes to discuss “ the situation created by the rioting of 
the soldiers of the King’s Regiment stationed at Jubbulpore in the 
village of Benda near Jubbulpore, Central Provinces Does the 
Honourable Member wish to move his motion ? 

Beth Govind Das (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions Non- 
Muhammadan) : Yes, Sir, I wish to move my motion. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : I have to 
inquire whether any Honourable Member has any objection to it. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra SiTcar (Leader of the House) : Sir, 
we object to the motion on the ground that the subject-matter is already 
being examined by Court, and, therefore, it is not in order. Tn what¬ 
ever language the motion ma}’ be couched, reference will be made to 
the part the soldiers took in these disturbances, and T take objection 
on that ground also. 
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Seth Oovind Das : May I point out to the Honourable Member 
that 1 do not want to touch the details of the question. I want to dis¬ 
cuss the matter from the broader aspect of military discipline. At the 
time of the Meerut Conspiracy trial, though the question was sub judice, 
yet an adjournment motion was moved and the Honourable Mr. Patel, 
the then l^resident, gave the ruling that, in spite of its being sub judice, 
it could be discussed on the floor of the House from the broader point 
of view. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abclur Rahim) : What is that 
ruling ? 

Seth Govind D!as : Yesterday the Jdbrary was closed, and, there¬ 
fore, I could not find it. It was at the time when the Meerut case was 
going on. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Is not the 
very fact of rioting one of the issues in the case ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Yes, Sii\ Whether the 
soldiers committed a breach of discipline or whether they were justi¬ 
fied to do what they did, are matters for the Court. 

Seth Govind Das : But, as I have said, I want to discuss it from 
tlie broader aspect. Sir, now I have got the gist of Mr. Patel 's ruling. 

The following words are on page 36 of the book, named “ Decisions 
from the Chair ’’ in this respect : 

“ It was, however, contended for the motion that the Court had nothing to da 
with the policy underlying the action taken by the Government, ^ ^ 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim; : Is there any 
question of policy here ? 

Seth Govind Das : Certainly, Sir, as T liave twice said, I do not 
want to discuss whether the soldiers committed any offence or not, but 
I want to discuss whether it was proper on the ground of military 
discipline, because such offences are committed by soldiers every now 
and then. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : May I say a word in reply f 
What happened then was that “ Pandit Motilal Nehru sought to move 
the adjournment of the House in order to discuss the policy of the 
Government in sanctioning wholesale raids and arrests in different parts 
of India That is to say, it was the “ policy which he was going 
to discuss. My friend has not suggested that it is the policy of the 
Government that he wishes to discuss. He is referring to a riot 
which is now being tried in a Court, and it has nothing to do with the 
present situation. As a matter of fact, all these raids were not the 
subject-matter of investigation by the Court when the riot was going 
on. It cannot be said that every single raid was then being investi¬ 
gated by the Court. So, the Honourable the President then rightly 
ruled that those cases were not suh judice. There, the Honourable 
Member wanted to discuss the policy of wholesale raids and arrests. 

I submit, therefore, that the ])osition then was absolutely different 
from the present one. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti (Madras City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : The 
point which my Honourable friend, Seth Govind Das, wants to raise hae 
nothing to do with the facts of the case, which are now being placed 
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before a Court of law. What he wants to discuss is the lack of discipline 
in this regiment. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : But the rioting 
by the soldiers is a point at issue. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : The lack of discipline is admitted by the fact 
that these soldiers are being arrested by the army authorities themselves 
and are handed over for trial. Tliey may be convicted or acquitted, 
that is quite a different matter. But, so far as the Government are 
concerned, they admit the facts and have proceeded on them. {Voices of 
No, no ’’ from Official Benches.) 

Mr. President (The llonourahle Sir Abdur Rahim) : Is not rioting a 
j)oint at issue in this case .■ 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : I admit that it is ; but the point my Honourable 
friend wants to raise by means of this adjournment motion is the lack 
of discipline. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Ilow is the lack of discipline 
proved ? 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : It is admitted liy (d^vernment. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : No. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : They liave arrested these men, and have 
1 ...ced them for trial before the Court. 

Mr. President (Tlie Honourable Sir Abdiii* Rahim) : The Honourable 
Member wains to diseuss the (piestion of riotiutr and the situation 
created by the riotin<i', and T have no Iiesitation in ruling that this 
adjournment motion is out of order, because a principal issue at the 
trial must bo whether there was rioting or not. The ruling which has 
been referred to and which is Xo. ‘>3 of the KSel(»ctioii from the 
Decisions from the Chair ’’ has no hearing on this matter. There the 
question was whether the House should be allowed to discuss the policy 
of the Government in sanctioning wholesale raids and arrests in 
different parts of India. In this ease, there is no question of any policy 
of Government. 

Refusal of Permission to Mahatma Gandhi and Babu Rajendra Prasad 
TO ENTER into THE EARTHQUAKE ArEA OP QuETTA. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Mr. Satyamurti 
has given notice of a motion for adjournment of the House which runs 
thus : 

“ The prohibition of Mahatma Gandhi and Babu Biijendra Prasad, President 
of the Indian National Congress, and other Congress leaders, from entering Quetta, 
for helping in relief operations to those who suffered on account of the Earth¬ 
quake. ' * 

' Mr. S. Satyamurti : Sir, I do not want to move it. 

Prohibition op the Convener op the Congress Assembly Party Com¬ 
mittee re Detenus to enter certain places in Bengal. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; Mr. Satyamurti 
has given notice of another motion for adjournment of the House to 
consider the following definite matter of urgent public importance, 
namely ; 

“ The prohibition of the Convener of the Committee appointed by the Congress 
Assembly Party to investigate and report on the condition of the detenus and their 
families in Bengal, from entering certain places in the province. 

Does the Honourable Member want to move it ? 




128 


UEOISLATIVE AS8BMBLT. 


[2nd Sep. 1935. 


Mr. S. Satyamurti : Yes, Sir. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Then I have 
to inquire whether any Honourable Member has objection to it. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : We object to the motion, 
but I am not asking you to rule it out. It requires 25 Members stand¬ 
ing up. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : As an objec¬ 
tion has been taken, I would like to know how many Members are in 
favour of the leave being granted. 

As not less than 25 Members are in favour of leave being granted, 
the motion will be taken up for discussion at 4 p.ir. today. 

GOVERNOR GENERAL’S ASSENT TO BILLS. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : I have to in¬ 
form Honourable Members that the following Bills which were passed 
by both Chambers of the Indian Legislature during the Delhi Session, 
193.5, have been assented to by His E.veellency the Governor General 
under the provi.sions of sub-section (1) of section 68 of the Government 
of India Act ; 

(1) The Indian Naturalization (Amendment) Act, 1935, 

(2) The Indian Tariff (Amendment) Act, 1935, 

(3) The Indian Tea Cess (Amendment) Act, 1935. 

(4) The Salt Additional Import Duty (Extending) Act, 1935, 

and 

(5) The Indian Mines (Amendment) Act, 1935.- 


PANEL OP CHAIRMEN. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : I have to inform 
the House that under rule 3 (1) of the Indian Legislative Rules, T 
nominate Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant, Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury, 
Mr. G. Morgan and Mr. M. S. Aney on the Panel of Chairmen for the 
current Session. 


COMMITTEE ON PETITIONS. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; I have to 
announce that under Standing Order 80 (1) of the Legislative Assembly 
Standing Orders the following Honourable Members will form the 
Committee on Petitions : 

(1) Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant, 

(2) Syed Ghulam Bhik Nairang, 

(3) Dr. P. X. DeSouza, and 

(4) Mr. Lalchand Navalrai. 

According to the provision of the same Standing Order the Deputy 
President will be the Chairman of the Committee. 



agreement between the reserve bank op INDIA AND 
THE IMPERIAL BANK OP INDIA. 


The Honourable Sir James Origg (Finance Member) : Sir, I lay on 
the table a copy of the Agreement between the Reserve Bank of India 
and the Imperial Bank of India. 

An Agreement made the fifth day of April 1935, between the Beserve Bank 
of India (hereinafter called the “ the Beserve Bank of the one part and the 
Imperial Bank of India (hereinafter called the Imperial Bank ") of the other 
part WIIBBEAB the Imperial Bank was constituted and incorporated by the 
Imperial Bank of India Act, 1920 (being Act No. XLVII of 1920) and WHKBEAS. 
the Beserve Bank was constituted and incorporated and is regulated by the Beserve 
Bank of India Act, 1934 (being Act No. II of 1934) hereinafter called “ the Act 
and WHEBEAS by section 45 of the Act it is inter alia provided that the Beserve 
Bank should enter into an agreement with the Imperial Bank which should be 
subject to the approval of the Governor General in (Jouncil and should be expressed 
to come into force on the date on which Chapter III of the Act should come into 
force and should remain in force for 15 years and thereafter until terminated aflor 
r> years' notice on either side and should further contain the provisions set forth 
in the Third Schedule to the Act subject nevertheless to the proviso that Uk agree¬ 
ment should be conditional on the maintenance of a sound financial position by the 
Impcrml Bank, and that if, in the opinion of the Central Board of the Beserve 
Bank, the Imperial Bank failed cither to fulfil the conditions of the agreement 
or to maintain a sound financial position, tho said Central Board should make a 
recommendation to the Governor General in Council and the Governor General in 
Council after making such further enquiries as he thought fit might issue instruc¬ 
tions to the Imperial Bank with reference either to the agreement or to any matter 
which in his opinion involved the security of the Government monies or the assets 
of tho Issue Department of the Beserve Bank in the custody of the Imperial Bank 
and in the event of the Imperial Bank disregarding such instructions might declare 
the agreement to be terminated and WHEBEAS the agreement contemplated by 
the Act is tho agreement hereinafter set out to which the Governor General in 
Council has already expressed his approval. 

NOW IT IS HEBEBY MUTUALLY AGBEED AND DECLABBD by and 
between the parties hereto as follows, that is to say :— 

1 This agreement shall be deemed to have come into force on the 1st day of 
April 1935 being the day on which the Governor General in Council by notification 
in the Gazette of India appointed that Chapter TIT of the Act should come into 
force and this agreement shall remain in force for the term of twenty years from 
the aforesaid day and thereafter unless and until determined as hereinafter pro¬ 
vided. 

2. The Beserve Bank shall during the subsistence of this agreement employ the 
Imperial Bank as its sole ngent at every place in British India where there is a 
branch of tho Imperial Bank which was in existence at the date on which this agree¬ 
ment comes into force and where there is no branch of the Banking Department of 
tho Beserve Bank. 

3. The general banking business of the Governor General in Council which may 
be entrusted by the Beserve Bank to the Imperial Bank as sole agent of the Reserve 
Bank as aforesaid shall be managed by the Imperial Bank subject to the provi¬ 
sions of this agreement and with and to such orders and directions as may from 
time to time be given to the Tinperial Bank by the Beserve Bank and for this purpose 
fill such accounts shall be maintained by the Imperial Bank as shall bo neccssarj’^ 
or convenient or as the Reserve Bank shall from time to time direct : 

Provided however that in conducting such business the responsibility of the 
Imperial Bank shall be solely to the Reserve Bank and shall be that of a Banker 
to an ordinary customer. 

4. The Reserve Bank shall not maintain a balance with the Imperial Bank for 
the management of the accounts of the Governor General in Council, but all sums 
due to or from the Governor General in Council in tho management of the aforesaid 
accounts shall bo adjusted by tho Imperial Bank by book transfer with the balances 
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which it holds with tho Reserve Bank at such place or places at which there is a 
braiicli of the Banking Department of the Reserve Bank and in such manner as 
may be agreed upon between the -^serve Bank and the Imperial Bank from time 
to time. 

5. (a) In consideration of the performance at the places and in tho manner 
specified in this agreement by the Imperial Bank on behalf of the Reserve Bank 
of the functions which the Imperial Bank was performing on behalf of the Governor 
General in Council before the coming into force of this agreement with tho exception 
of functions relating to the management of tho public debt, the Reserve Bank shall 
pay to the Imperial Bank ns remuneration a sum which shall be for the first ten 
years during which this agreement is in force a commission calculated at one- 
sixteenth of one per cent, on the first i250 crores and one-thirty'second of one per 
cent, on the remainder of the total of the receipts and disbursements dealt with 
annually on account of Government by the Imperial Bank on behalf of tho Reserve 
Bank. At tlio close of the said ton years tho remuneration to bo paid by the 
Reserve Bank to the Imperial Bank for the performance of these functions shall be 
revised and tho remuneration for the ensuing five years shall be determined on the 
basis of the actual cost to the Imperial Bank, as ascertained by expert account¬ 
ing investigation, of iierforniing the said functions. Tho remuneration so determined 
shall thereafter be subject to revision in like manner at the end of each period of 
five years so long as this agreement remains in force. The amount of the said 
remuneration shall be arrived at by discussion in advance between the Reserve B’lnk 
and the Imperial Bank so that the new arrangements may come into force at the 
bcgiuniiig of each such period : 

Provided that if any dispute arises between the Reserve Bank and tho Imperial 
Bank as to the amount of the said remuneration, the matter shall bo referred for 
final decision to the Governor General in Council who may for the purpose of arriving 
at such decision require from the Imperial Bank such information and may order 
such accounting investigation as he thinks fit. 

(b) The Reserve Bank shall pay to the Imperial Bank for acting as agent in 
matters other than that for which the Imperial Bank is remunerated under clauso 
5 (a) such remuneration as shall bo agreed between the j>arties from time to time 
and failing agreement as shall bo determined by the Governor General in Council 
whose decision shall be final and binding on tlic parties. 

6. Tho Imperial Bank shall maintain branches not less in number than those 
existing at the time this agreement comes into force and in conshloration thereof 
the Reserve Bank shall until the expiry of 15 years from the coming into force of 
this agreement make to the Imperial Bank the following payments, namely 

(a) during the first five years of this agreement —nino lakhs of rupees per 
annum ; 

(ft) during the next five years of the agreement—six lakhs of rupees per 
annum; and ^ 

(c) during the next five years of the agreement—^four lakhs of rupees per 
annum. 

7. The Imperial Bank shall not without the approval of tho Reserve Bank open 
my branch in substitution for a branch existing at the time this agreement comes 
into force. 


.. T®' -X**® I™P"**'* SO desires, the Reserve Bank shall maintain a chest of 

Its Issue D^artmcnt and a small coin depot at each branch of the Imperial Bank 
managit^ the Government account situated at a place in British India where there 
u no office of the Banking or Issue Department of the Reserve Bank, and at any 
local head office or other branch of the Imperial Bank in India if the two Ba.iks 
so agree and the Imi^nal Bank shall provide sufficient accommodation for such 
^este and small com depots as may bo required for the deposit of notes ot 4 join. 
The Jfeserve Bank shall supply tho said chests and d^ots with the necessary cuKoney 
whether notes or com, and the Imperial Bank shall, subject to any general or special 
directions received from the Reserve Bank in that behalf, ezchan^ notes to coin 
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and coin for notes and make deposits and withdrawal of notes and coin at such 
chests and depots and shall supply the Reserve Bank with such information as it 
may from time to time require as to the transactions at such chests and depots 
and the composition of tho balances held thereat. The Imperial Bank shall be 
responsible for the safe custody in its strong rooms of the said chests and depots 
and their contents and the responsibility of the Imperial Bank in respect of the 
said chests and depots and their contents shall be that of a bailee as prescribed by 
section 151 of the Indian Contract Act (Act IX of 1872). The Imperial Bank 
shall allow the Reserve Bank to have access to tho said chests and depots at aU 
reasonable times for the purpose of inspecting the contents and the arrangements 
made for their safe custody. The Imperial Bank shall also be responsible for the 
examination and correctness of coin or notes at the time of deposit in or withdrawal 
of the same from the said chests or depots. 

9. The Imperial Bunk shall be at liberty for the purpose of the transfer of its 
funds from any of its Iwal head offices or branches in India to any other or ^iich 
offices or branches to make payments into and withdrawals from its a^'connt witli any 
ollice or branch of tho Banking Department of the Reserve Bank or any office or 
chest of the Issue Department of the Rc'seive Bank or any small coin dep''^ in Its 
custody free of charge. 

10. The Imperial Hank shall give to all banks included in Dm Second Schetlulc 
of the Act such facilities for remittances as may bo, prescribed from time to time 
by the Reserve Bank and shall also as far as practicable give the public every facility 
for the transfer of money at rates n(»t exceeding such raW as the Reserve B.iiih 
may by special or general direction approve. 

11. The Imperial Bank shall not be at liberty to close any of its offices or 
branches at which it performs agency functions for the Reserve Bank except on 
Sundays and on public holidays as defino^l by tho ovplanation to section 25 of the 
Negotiable Instruments Act (Act XXVI of 1881). 

12. The Imperial Bank shall forthwith supply the Reserve Bank witu any 
information which it may by special or general direction from time to time reqiiijc, 
regarding the security of the CJovernnient monies or the assets of the Issue Depart¬ 
ment in the custody of the Imperial Bank and the Reserve Bank shall be mititled 
to issue instructions to the Imperial Bank in respect of any matter which in its 
opinion vitally affects either of these matters provided that nothing in this clause 
shall operate to affect the obligations in regard to the supply of information imposed 
on tho Imperial Bank as a Scheduled Bank under section 42 of the Act and the 
regulations framed under section 58 (2) (o) of the Act. 

13. If in the opinion of the Reserve Bank the Imperial Bank has failed either to 
fulfil tho conditions of this agreement or to maintain a sound financial position or 
has wilfully disregarded or failed to comply with the provisions of clause 12 of 
this agreement, the Reserve Bank shall be entitled to make a recommendation to the 
Governor General in Council and tlic Governor General in Council after making 
such further enquiry as he thinks fit may issue instructions to tho Imperial Bank 
with reference either to this agreement or to any matter which in his opinion involves 
the security of the Government monies or the assets of the Issue Department of the 
Hoservo Bank in the custody of the Imperial Bank and in the event of the Imperial 
Bank disregarding such instructions may by notification in the Gazette of India 
declare this agreement to be terminated* and on such notification being issued this 
agreement shall forthwith be determined accordingly but without prejudice to any 
rights acquired or liabilities incurred by either party prior to such determina¬ 
tion. 


14. This agreement may be determined at or at any time after the expiration 
of the said term of twenty years by notice in writing given in manner hereinafter 
mentioned, that is to say, that if on or after the expiration of fifteen years from 
the date on which this agreement comes into force either of the parties hereto shall 
tyive to the other party a notice in writing expressing its desire to determine this 
agreement such notice if given by the Reserve Bank to be addressed to and served 
upon the Managing Director of the Imperial Bank and if given by the Imperial Bank 
to be addressed to and served upon tho Governor of the Reserve Bank, this agrot?- 
ment shall immediately upon the expiration of fivo^ years from ^ the day of such 
service absolutely cease and determine save as to rights or liabilities acquired or 
incurred prior to such termination. 
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IN Wl'l'NKSS? whereof the Oommon Seals of the Reserve Bank of India and the 
Imperial Bank of India have been hereunto affixed in the presence of their respective 
subscribing officials the day and year first above written. 

The Common Seal of the Reserve Bank 
of India was hereunto affixed pursuant to a 
resolution of its Ccntial Board in the presence 
of Sir Osborne Arkoll Smith, K.C.i.E., the 
Governor and Sir Edward Charles Benthnll, 

Kt., and Sir Badridjis Goenka, Kt., C.I.E., two 
of the Directors of the Reserve Bank of India 
who in token of their presence have hereupon 
signed their names. 



(Sd.) Osborne A. Smith, 

Governor, 


(Sd.) Badbidas Goenka, 

B. C. Benthali, 

Directors, 


The Common Seal of the Imperial Bank 
of India was hereunto aflixed in the pre‘<enee 
of William Lamoncl, the Managing Director 
and Evelyn James Bnnbury and Harry v 
Harrison Burn, tw’o of the Directors of the 
Imperial Bank of India who in token of their 
presence have hereupon signed their names. 



(Sd.) W. Lamond, 

Managing Ihreeior, 


(Sd.) E. J. Bunbury, 

H. H. Burn, 

Directors, 


AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OP STATE FOR 
INDIA IN COUNCIL AND THE RESERVE BANK OP INDIA. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg (Finance Member) : Sir, I lay on 
the table a copy of the Agreement between the Secretary of State for 
India in Council and the Reserve Bank of India. 

AN AGREEMENT made this fifth dav of April 1935, BETWEEN THE 
REGRET ARY OP STATE FOR INDIA IN COUNCIL acting by and through THE 
GOVERNOR GENERAL IN COIINCrL (herrinaftpr called “ the Scevptary of 
State of the one part and TUB TiEHERVE BANK OF INDIA (hereinafter called 
“ the Bank '') of the other part WHEREAS the Bank was constituted and 
incorporated and is regulated by the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934 (being Act 
No. IT of 1934) (hereinafter called “ the Act '’) with and subject to the various 
powers, provisions and restrictions in and by the Act set forth and it was thereby 
inter alia particularly provided as follows, viz,, 

(1) by section 20 of the Act that the Bank should undertake to accept monies 
for account of the Governor General in Council and to make payments 
up to the amount standing to the credit of his account and to carry 
out his exchange, remittance and other banking operations including the 
management of the public debt, and 
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(2) by section 21 (1) of the Act that the Governor General in Council should 

entrust the Ba^ on such conditions as might be agreed upon with all 
his money, remittance, exchange and banking transactions in India and 
in particular should deposit free of interest all his cash balances with 
the Bank provided that nothing in that sub-section should prevt‘nt tU<‘ 
Governor General in Council from carrying on money transactions at 
places where the Bank has no branches or agencies and that the Governor 
General in Council might hold at such places such balances as he may 
require, and 

(3) by section 21 (2) of the Act that the Governor General in Council should 

entrust the Bank on such conditions as might be agreed upon with tlic 
management of the public debt and with the issue of any new loans. 

NOW IT IS HEREBY JMETUALItY AGREED AND DECLARED by ;ind 
between the said parties hereto as follows, that is to say :— 

1. This agreement shall come into force on the execution of these presents. 

2. The general banking business of the Governor General In (Jouncil ('in which 
business is included the payment, receipt, collection and reinillMuce of money on 
behalf of the Governor General in Council and of such Local Govcrnmenis .as may 
not have the custody and management of their ovrn pTo\iiici.il revonues) shall be 
carried on and transacted by the Bank in accordance with an I subject to tho pro¬ 
visions of this agreement and of the Act and with and to such orders and directions 
ns may from time to time be given to the Bank by the Governor General in Council 
through any Government officer or officers authorised by him in that behalf and 
at any of the offices, branches or agencies of the Bank for the time leing in 
existence as may from time to time be so directed and for this purpose, such 
accounts shall be kept in the books of the Bank and at such offices, braiu'hes or 
agencies of the Bank as shall be necessary or conviuuent or as the Governor General 
in Council shall from time to time direct in the manner aforesaid. 

3. The Secretary of State shall employ the Bank as the sole Banker in India of 
the Governor General in Council who shall deposit or cause to bo deposited with 
the Bank or allow the Bank to receive and hold as banker the whole of his cash 
balances at any places at which for the time being the Bank shall have au lUTice, 
branch or agency and the Bank shall subject to such orders as may from tinu- to Gme 
bo given by the Governor General in Council in the manner aforesaid receive and 
hold for the Governor General in Council all such monies as may be or become pay¬ 
able to him or on his account and the Bank shall transact at its offices, branches 
and agencies for the time being existing respectively all such business for the 
Governor General in Council regarding the receipt, collection, p.ayment and remittance 
of money and other matters, as is usually transacted by bankers for their customers. 
The Bank shall make the said monies at the said offices, branches and agencic.s avail¬ 
able for transfer to such places juid at such times as the Governor General in Council 
may direct. No interest shall be payable to the Governor General in Council on any 
of the monies for the time being held by the Bank. 

4. The management of the public debt and the issue of new loans b.y ilio 
Governor General in Council and the performance of all the duties relating thereto 
respectively including the collection and payment of interest and principal and the 
consolidation, division, conversion,, cancellation and rencw’al of securities of the 
Governor General in Council and the keeping of all registers, books and accounts 
and the conduct of all correspondence incidental thereto shall be transacted by the 
Bank at its offices in Bombay, Calcutta and Madras and at any of its offices, 
branches or agencies at which respectively the administration of any portion or 
portions of the public debt is for the time being conducted or interest thereon Is for 
the time being payable and the Bank shall also keep and maintain such registers, 
books and accounts in respect of the said public debt as the Governor General in 
Council may from time to time direct and shall audit all payments of such interest 
and act generally as* agents in India for the Secretary of State and for the Governor 
General in Council in the management of the said public debt and shall conduct 
such agency subject to such orders and directions with regard to the gencal manage¬ 
ment thereof as may from time to time be given to the Bank by the Governor General 
in Council. 

5. The Bank shall not be entitled to any remuneration for the conduct of the 
ordinary banking business of the Governor General in Council other than such 
advantage as may accrue to it from the holding of his cash balances free of obliga¬ 
tion to pay interest thereon. 
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6. As remuneration to the Bank for the management of the public debt as afuro- 
gaid the Bank shall be entitled to charge to the Governor General in Council half- 
yearly a commission at the rate of Hs. 2,000 per crore per annum ou the amount of the 
public debt as aforesaid at the close of the half-year for which the charge ia made. 
In calculating this charge the following amounts shall be excluded from the amount 
of public debt, vis, :— 

(rt) The anioiinta of loans discharged outstanding after one year rroiii the 
date of a notice of discharge. 

(/>) 'riu* amount of stock cortilicates for Us. 50,000 and upwards held by the 
Governor General in Council or by a Jiocal Government or by any officer 
or olliccrs of the Go\eminent of India or of a Local Government autho¬ 
rised in that behalf. 

(c) Tlic amount of the Government of India rupee securities held in the issue 

department of the Bank. 

(d) The amount of stock and notes outstanding in the London register. 

And in addition to the charge of Rs. 2,000 per crore per annum the Bank shall 
be entitled to charge to the Governor General in Council a fixed sum of Rs. 2,000 
a year on account of the stock certificates referred to in head (6) of this clause and 
the Bank shall be also entitled to charge the public (but not the Governor General 
in Council or a Local Government) all such foes and charges as are now or may 
hereafter from time to time hv prescribed by the Governor General in Council uiulcr 
the powers conferred upon him by the Indian Securities Act, 1020 (Act No. X of 
1020) for duplicate securities and for the renewal, consolidation, division or otherwise 
ot all Government Securities wdiich the Bank issues. 

7. The Bank shall maintain currency chests of its issue department at such 
places as the Governor General in Council may prescribe and the Governor General 
in Council shall provide sullicunt ac"oininouati<ui for such chests .*u may be required 
for the deposit of notes or com and shall be resiiorisiblo to the Bank* for the safe 
custod;^ of the said chests, notes and com. The Bank shall keep the said chests 
supplicAl with sullicient notes and coin to provide currency for the transactions of the 
Governor General in Council and reasonable remittance* facilities to the public at 
the said places, 'fhe Governor General in Council shall supply the Hank with such 
infornjation and returns as the Bank may from time to time require as to the com¬ 
position of the balances in the said chests and the amount and nature of the fransfers 
to and from the said chests. The Bank shall have access to the said chests at all 
reasonable times for the purpose of inspecting and chocking the contents. The Governor 
General in Council shall be responsible to the Bank for the examination and correctness 
of coin or notes at the time of deposit in or withdraw^al from the said chests. 

8. TJ-e Bank shall not be at liberty to close any of its offices or branches except 
on Sundays, New Year's Bay, Christmas Day, Good Friday and on .any other day 
declared be .a public holiday by any notific.ation published in pursuance of the 
Negotiable Instruments Act (Act XXVI of 1881) subject nevertheless and notwith¬ 
standing the provisions of that Act to any special orders or directions which may be 
issued by the Governor General in (’'oiiiicil and the Bank shall be responsible that 
no one of its agencies doing Government business for the time being existing shall 
bo cIoschI except on Sunday.^ and on public holidays authorised by the Local Govern¬ 
ment within whose jurisdiction such agencies may be respectively situated. 

9. The responsibility for all loss or damage to the Secretary of State and the 
Governor General in Council ivliich may result from any act or negligence or omission 
of the Bfink in conducting the business of the public debt aforesaid or the pay¬ 
ment of interest or discharge value thereon or the renewal, conversion, consolidation, 
subdivision or cancellation of any Government security shall rest with and be borne 
by the Bank provided however that it shall not be incumbent on the Bank to verify 
signatures and endorsements on Government securities which prima fticie appear to 
be in order and in the acceptance of which the Hank shall not be guilty of any 
negligence and in such cases no liability shall be incurred by the Bank in respect 
thereto PROVIDKD ALSO that in regard to the ordinary banking business at the 
offices, branches and agencies of the Bank of receiving and realising money and 
securities for money on account of the Governor General in Council and paying 
cheques, orders, draft bills and other documents whether negotiable or not in the 
Bank’s capacity of bankers for the Governor General in Council and whether such 
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business be done by the Bank or by agoneies on its behalf the responsibility to the 
{Secretary of «tate and tho Governor General in Council shall bo that of the Bank 
jiiid such responsibility shall be that of a biiiikor to an ordinary customer. 

10. The Bank shall remit on account of the Governor General in Council between 
India and London such amounts as may be ri^juired by him from time to time at 
iJic market rate of the day foj‘ telegraphic transfers, subject to the proviso that if a 
large transfer has to be effected in connection with the lloatation or repayment of 
a sterling loan or analogous operation, :ind if it is considered by either party to be 
jiiappropriate to apply the rate of a single day, an average rate based on a longer 
period may be fixed by agreement between the two parties. 

11. This agreement may be determined by cither party giving to the other party 
one year's notice in Avritiiig expirmg on the IHst day of March in any year, such 
notice if given by or on behalf of the Secretary of State to be addressed to the 
Governor of tho Bank an<l to be served by being left at the Head Office of the Bank 
and if given by the Bank to be served by leaving the same with or addressing the 
same by registered post to the {Secretary to the Government of India in the Finance 
Department and immediaUdy ui)on the expiration of such notice this agreement shall 
absolutely cease and determine save as to rights or liabilities acipiired or i..eurred 
prior to sucli tcnimiatimi. 

12. Nothing in this agreement shall operate to affect in any way the obligations 

imposed either on the Governor General in Council or ''n the Bank by or under tho 

Act or any subsequent amendment or amendments of the Act. 

13. The Bank shall bo entitled to perform all or any of tho matters contained 

in this agreement through such agency or agencies as may be prescribed by the Act 

or any amendment thereof or as may bo approved by tho Governor General in 
(’ouncil. 


IN WITNKISIS WUEUKOF 

Secretary to the Government of India in tho Finance Department by the order 
and direction of tho Governor General in Council acting for and on behalf of the 
Scerotiiry of State for India in Council has hereunto set his hand and the common 
seal of the lleserve Bank of India pursuant to a Resolution of its Central Board 
has been hereunto affixed in the presence of its subscribing officials the day and year 
first above written. 


Signed hv the said the Honourable Mr. 
Philip Cubitt Tallents, C.S.L, C.T.K., l.CS., 
Secretary to tlic Government of India in the 
Finanee Departiiioiit for and on behalf of tho ^ 
Governor General of India in Council acting 
in the premises for and on behalf of the Sec¬ 
retary of State for India in Council in the 
presence of ^ 

(Sd.) H. S. StepiiensOxV, 

Additional Under i^ecrcAary 

to the Government of India. 


The Common Seal of the Reserve Bank 
of India was affixed hereto in the presence 
of Sir Hdward Cliarlcs Benthall, Kt., and Sir 
Badridas Goenka, Kt., O.T.E., two of its ► 
Diroc^iors and Sir Osborne Arkell Smith, 
K.C.I.B., its Governor. 


(Sil.) P. C. Tallents, 
Secretary to the Govt, of 
India. Finance Dept. 



(Sd.) E. 0. Benthall, 
Badbidas Goenka, 

Directore. 


(Sd.l Osborne A. Smith, ’ 

Governor. 



STATEMENT (LAID ON THE TABLE) SHOWING THE OBJl^TS 
ON WHICH THE PETROL TAX FUND WAS EXPENDED 
DURING 1934-35. 


The Honourable Mr. D. O. Mitchell (Member for Industries and 
Labour) : Sir, I lay on the table ‘the statement promised^ in reply to 
part (b) of short notice question No. 146 asked by the Honourable Mr. E. 
Miller in the Council of Stato on the 28th August, 1934, showing the 
objects on which the Petrol Tax Fund was expended during 1934-35. 


Object. Expenditure. 

1. Installation of an Illuminated Wind Indicator at the 

Karachi Air Port .. .. .. • • 2,768 

2. Extra Expenditure in connection with the installation of 

a fixed floodlight at the Karachi Air Port .. . . 785 

3. Experimental consolidation of ground at the Civil landing 

ground at Bassein .. .. 613 

4. Purchase of an accelerometer for carrying out research 

in atmospheric turbulence. .. .. .. .. 777 


5. Financial assistance and Scholarships to Indians for train¬ 
ing in England in Civil Aviation .. .. .. ’*‘16,000 


Total .. 20,943 


ELECTION OP A JIEMBER TO SERVE ON THE STANDING COM¬ 
MITTEE FOR ROADS. 

The Honourable Mr. D. O. Mitchell (Member for [udustries and 
Labour) : Sir, I move : 

“ That this Assembly do proceed to the election, in such manner as may be 
approved by the Honourable the President, of a member to serve on the Standing 
Committee for Roads, in place of the late Mr. Fakir CSiand, during the remaining 
months of the financial year 1935-36.'' 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; The question is : 

** That this Assembly do proceed to the election, in such manner as may be 
approved by the Honourable the President, of a member to serve on the Standing 
Committee for Roads, in place of the late Mr. Fakir Ghand, during the remaining 
months of the financial year 1935-36." 


The motion was adopted. 


* This is the revieed estimate; actual expenditu te is not yet knovn. 

( 136 ) 



Election op one Muslim member to sit on the stand 

LNG COMMITTEE ON PILGRIMAGE TO THE UEDJ.iZ 


Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai (Secretary, Department of Education, 
Health and Lands) : Sir, I move : 

“ That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable 
the President may direct, one Muslim Member to sit on the Standing Committee on 

Pilgrimage to the Hejaz, vice Mr. Ahmed Ebrahim Haroon JafPer whose election to 

the Assembly has been declared Toid.^' 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question is : 

“ That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable 
the President may direct, one Muslim Member to sit on the Standing Committee on 

Pilgrimage to the Hejaz, vice Mr. Ahmed Ebrahim Haroon Jaifer whose election lo 

the Assembly has been de<;lured void.’’ 

The motion was adopted. 


ELECTION OF TWO MEMBERS FOR THE CBNTUAL ADVISORY 
BOARD OF EDUCATION. 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai (Secretary, Department of Education, 
Health and Lands) ; Sir, I move : 

“ That the Members of this Aspombly do proceed to elect, in such manner as 
may be approved by the Honourable the President, two persons from among their own 
numbers to be members of the Central Advisory Board of Education constituted by 
the Government of India.'' 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Motion moved t 

That the Members of this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as 
may bo approved by the Honourable the President, two persons from among their own 
numbers to be members of the (Vntral Advisory Board of Education constituted by 
the Government of India." 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, as 
experience grows on me about the fabrications and labyrinths ol the Gov¬ 
ernment of Jndia, 1 feel more and more impressed that the Department 
of Education, IloaJth and Lands happens to be the dustbin or the Goveru- 
ment of India. (Hear, hear.) Only the other day, I found iny Honour¬ 
able friend, Mr. Clow, a great authority on labour, arguing in ^hc role of 
the head of the Eccle.’^iastical Department, and I called him Bisliop Clow 
in the Public Accounts Committee. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; Is the Honour¬ 
able MeiTibcr objecliiig to this motion ? 

Mr. B. Das: What I submit, Sir, is that this is a new proposal, and, 
as T proceed with my speech, I shall bring to the notice of the Government 
as lo liow they are trying to revive an old measure, and then I will leave 
it to the House and to you, Sir, whether the Government of India are justi¬ 
fied ill bringing forward this motion and in reviving a thing which was 
dead as long ago as 1922 or 1921. I would have preferred my Honourable 
friend, Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai, being Bishop Bajpai and being placed in 
cliarge of the Ecclesiastical Department which my Honourable friend. Sir 
Muhammad Zafrullah Khan, has disowned. 

The genesis of this Central Advisory Board of Education is in a Reso¬ 
lution of the Department of Education, Health 
^ and Lands, where—^to be fair to the Department 

"^they have stated their case. What did the Government of India Act of 
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1919 bring about ? It brought decentralisation and gave the provinces 
full authority in the matter of education. The Government of India had 
and still have an Educational Commissioner. They want to give some work 
to that excellent oiBcer on list of no work. The Inchcape Committee 
came in 1925 and strongly recommended that the post of Educational 
Commissioner should be abolished ; and I must give credit to my Honour¬ 
able friend, Sir Girja Shankar Hajpai, that he has mentioned that fact 
in this llcsolutioo that it was the Inchcape Committee that recommended 
the abolition of the post of Educational Commissioner. Now, Sir, my 
friend,. 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Sir, I wish to correct my Honourable 
friend. I have nowhere stated in this Resolution that the Inchcape Com¬ 
mittee recommended the abolition of the post of Educational Commissioner. 

Mr. B. Das: It is said here in this Resolution : 

“ But, as a result of the recommendations of the Tndiaii Jtetrenchnient Committee, 
which was presided over by Lord Inchcai)e, they were abolished in 1023 in the interest 
of economy.' ’ 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : That was the Advisory Board that was 
abolished, and not die Educational Commissioner. 

Mr. B. Das : I stand corrected. Then, the other pan of the story 
my friend. Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai, has not eared to mention in his 
Resolution. One of the recommendations was that the Edimational Coin- 
missioner’s past should be abolished. And, Sir, in the old days, older 
Members like myself exercised pressure on Government to abolish that 
post. But Government, in their self-denying mood, must nonrisli and 
foster old antiquated jobs under them ; and, so, in the year 1935, when, 
according to the Government, the country is supposed to envisage a new 
Constitution, they revive something that was dead so far as we are 
concerned. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : But this motion 
is only for filling up tivo places in the Committee. 

Mr. B. Das : No, Sir ; this Committee has not functioned for the 
last 15 years. The moment the House appoints these two persons they 
will authorise Ihj Educational Commissioner with the Government of 
India to be the Chairman of the Central Advisory Board and they will 
authorise also, according to this Resolution, the appointmenl. of a Secre¬ 
tary to the Board which will be a new post to be created. T do not know 
if my Honourable friend, Sir James Grigg, has sanctioned money for these 
idle deliberations of the Department of Education, Health and Lands. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg (Finance Member) : T do not agree 
that they are idle. 

Mr. B. Das : Thank you I I am glad I have a valued friend on the 
other side ! So, Sir, why this hurry ! If the Government of India want 
to create a Central Education Board, they ought to have waited till that 
Federal Assembly, that they are dreaming of in three or four years^ time, 
came in, and then brought forward this proposal. I have read cursorily 
the J. P. C. Report and the Government of India Act, and I liave never 
seen that anywhere such power has been given to the new Education 
Minister, whoever he might he, under the Government of India. Sir, I 
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would point out that the Government of India should pause at this 
moment and not create further jobs like the Education Commissioner's 
post which was recouimended by the Inohcape Committee to be abolislied 
and create an Education Board to co-ordinale the educational movement 
in liulia. As I understand the system of education in India, as soon as 
provincial autonomy comes in, the provinces will try to evolve their 
system of educalion in tlieir own way. Wiiy should there be a])y (‘ontrol 
by the Education Department or the Education Minister who may be 
here in the Eederai Assembly and why should there be any dictation as 
to the sysiem of education they will give in particular provinces i The 
provinces must build up their own systems of education. 

Sir, one particular line whicli this Resolution contains is this ; 

“ The iutentioii is that the Boaiil should be a live orgaaisui. ^ ^ 

I know the activities of the Department of Education. licalth and 
Lands, and how it is a live organism in the Government oi' India ! The 
treatment tluit Indians are rccehiiig in South Africa, Kenya 'I’angaiiyika 
and Zanzibar sliows liow lively the I>e2)artmcut of Education, Health 
and Laiuls is ! In creating this live organism today, i do Jiot know whe- 
tlier it A\ill be a live organism or a dead tissue. There are many eminent 
doctors here who will say whether it will be a dead tissue of the Depart¬ 
ment of Education, Health and Lands. I would strongly ask the Gov¬ 
ernment of India to reconsider at this late hour this new mad scheme of 
theirs and allow tlie j)roviiices to develop their own system of education 
without being eontj^olled by the Government of India. 

Prof. N. G. Banga (Guntur cum Nellore : Non-Muhammadan Rural): 
Sir, it is rather surprising that this particular motion should be made 
in this House wilhoni, first of all, giving an opportunity to this House 
to say wiiether avc really are anxious to have a (\*ntral Advisory Board 
of Education at all. This is, to put it shortly, short-circuiting the debates 
as well as the inlenlioniii of this House. To quietly bring it here as a 
matter of election of two members, and, then, merely because the House 
elects these two inembej%s, to come foi’ward again for a grant for the 
maijitenaiK’e of this parlicular Board, is really not a fair way of dealing 
with this House. Then, again, if you look to the constitution of tJiis 
particular Board, you will find that only certain unimportant interests 
are to be represented on this, and, really, the most vital interests, com¬ 
mercial, industrial and agricultural, are not to have any ])lace at all on 
this particular Board. I do not know how this Board can be expected 
to benefit these ini crests, especially when their representatives are not 
put on it at all. If only Sir Pazli Hussain had been in charge of this 
particular Department now, I anil quite sure, he would have certainly 
thought many times before he committed Jthis particular blunder. I 
have drawn the attention of Government again and again during the last 
Session to the absolute necessity of seeing that the representation of agri¬ 
cultural classes and peasants as well as the commercial interests is pr^ 
vided for on the constitution of this Board when it came to be consti¬ 
tuted ; and T was then given an assurance by Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai 
that certainly the Government of India would take every possible oppor¬ 
tunity of trying to give representation for as many interests as possible. 
And yet I do not know why agricultural interests are not given any place 
at all. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The motion is 
for the filling up of two places on the Committee. Even supposing the 
motion is not carried, the only result will be that the Central Advisory 
Board will be without two members. 

Prof. N. O. Banga : The motion is for the acceptance of this particu¬ 
lar Resolution that has been circulated to us and also the election of two 
persons to the Central Advisory Board of Education. 

Then, again, coming to the functions of this particular Hoard, 1 find 
that it is. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Chair really 
cannot alhnv tlie policy to be discussed on this motion, because, even, if 
the motion is lost, the Central Advisory Board, the Chair takes it, will 
function without two members. 

Prof. N. G*. Banga : The necessity for the establishment of the Central 
Advisory Board has not been placed till now before this House for dis¬ 
cussion. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : That is not in 
question. 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : May T just mention one fact for the 
information, both of Mr. B. Das and my Honourable friend, Mr. Ranga t 
Both of them have been saying that Government are anticipating in some 
way the deeisi<m of the Standing Finance Committee and the decision of 
the Assembly. As a matter of fact, this proposal for creating a ("eiitral 
Advisory Board was put before the Standing Finance Ch)inmittee in 
January, 1985, anri funds have been actually voted by the Assembly as 
part of the annual budget for 1935-36. 

Mr. President (I'he Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Chair will 
not allow" the discussion to proceed beyond the limits of the motion. 

Prof. N. G. Banga : All right. Sir. In view of the fact that this 
Central Advisory Board for Education has to deal with questions con¬ 
cerning the agricultural classes and also commercial interests, I think 
it is really, wrong on the part of the Government of India not to have 
thought of providing any representation for these classes on this Board. 
I also find that out of this number—15—only two are to be elected by this 
House. It is this House which has to provide funds for this Board, and 
we know what will be the effect of electing only two members, because we 
have had the experience of the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research: 
this House is expected to elect only two members there, and we have found 
that we do not have a sufficient say in its counsels and we do not have suffi¬ 
cient control over its affairs. I, therefore, suggest that the representa¬ 
tion of this House should, first of all, be increased—should at least be 
trebled if not quadrupled—and that the interests of the peasants and 
agricultural classes and also commercial interests should be given repre¬ 
sentation on this Board and those classes should also give their advice, so 
that this Board can function properly in their interests. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions : Muham¬ 
madan Rural) ; Sir, I was rather surprised at the speecli of Mr. B. Das 
who claimed to be one of the oldest Members of the Assembly. May I 
remind him that on the 16th February, 1932, we demanded of the Govern¬ 
ment of India to set up this Advisory Board, and Sir Frank Noyce, on 
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beJialf of the Government of India, gave us an assurance that it would 

be established at no distant date ? The year 1932 passed, and this 

Advisory Board was not there ; and the plea of financial stringencv was 
brought forward at the time of the next budget. We again demimded 

it in 1933 in series of questions—^iu 1934, I again raised this question ; 

when the Demand for Grant came up for voting, I again raised the issue 
that we would not agree to vote for ordinary expenditure unless this 
Advisory Board was agreed to by the Ctovernment of India. Now, this 
year, the Standing Finance Committee and the Legislative Assembly both 
agreed 'to set up this Advisory Board. The only objection that I have 
is that they have taken three years to establish this Board which ought 
to have been established in the year 1932. As regards the constitution 
of the Board, I do not 'think my friend will have any objection that the 
Assembly should be represeiuted on the Board. As regaivls the general 
constitution of the Board, 1 have my.self some difficulties, hut that c<;n be 
raised either in the shape of questions or in the form of Bcsolutions. As 
far as 'the pre.sent i.ssue is concerned, I think we should support that the 
Assembly should have repre.sentation on the Advisory Board. 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Sir, I do not think I need detain the 
House very long—there are just one or two points which I should like 
to deal with. My Honourable friend, Mr. B. Das, evidently wants this 
organisation to be dead before it is born. I am quite confident that no 
section of this House, which is in favour of this organisation being set 
up, will approve of that particular suggestion. He further seemed to 
suspect some Machiavellian move on the part of the Government of India 
to restrict the powers of autonomy which already vest in the provinces. 
I fear he could not have studied the Resolution which I took the pre¬ 
caution of placing on the tables of Honourable Members this morning, 
because the Resolution definitely says : 

“ While recognising its titie— {that is, the title of the Board) —^to such legitimate 
Latitude, it is necessary to emphasise that its recommendations will bo entirely advisory 
iind urill not bo binding on provincial Governments and authorities.” 

That should dispose of the bogey which my Honourable friend 
has raised of some subtle move on the part of the Government of India 
to restrict the liberties of the provinces. Then, my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Ranga, complained that there was no representation of agricultural, 
commercial and industrial classes on the proposed Board. T am sure, 
from his experience he must know that the more unwieldy a board is, 
the less usefully does it function. This is primarily an educational 
board : we want educationists on it and we have a predominance of 
educationists provided for in tlie constitution. Then, there are in this 
House gentlemen not professionally connected with education who have 
taken an interest in educational problems : we provide for their repre- 
eentation on the Board ; but if my Honourable friend will read the 
Resolution carefully, he will find that in paragraph 4 we have specified 
the modus operandi as regards the study of particular problems by ad hoc 
committees. If a problem of agricultural or commercial education or 
industrial education comes up before the Board and is considered to be 
worthy of study or investigation, that is the method by which it will be 
tackled. 
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That is all I bare to say, .and I hope that the House, which has in 
the past repeatedly expressed a desire that this Advisory Body should be 
set up, will give support to the motion which I have moved. 

Bfr. President (Tlie Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim) : The question 
is : 

“ That the Members of this Assembly do proeccd to elect, iii such manner as 
may be approved by the lloiioiirable the Presitient, two persons from among their 
own numbers to bo members of the Central Advisory Board of Education constituted 
by the Government of India/* 

The motion was adopted. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the 
Clock. 

The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the 
Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim) in the Chair. 


ELECTION OF A MEMBER TO SIT ON THE TMPEBIAL COUNCIL 
OF AGBICULTUBAL RESEARCH AND ITS GOVERNING BODY. 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai (Secretary, Department of Education, 
Health and Lands) : Sir, I beg to move : 

That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable 
the President may direct,* one member to sit on the Imperial Council of Agricultural 
Kesearch and its Governing Body, vice Maulvi Muhammad Shaft Daudi, whose scat 
in the Legislative Assembly" has been declared vacant by the Governor General in 
Council. * * 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The (juestion 
is : 


“ That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable 
the President may direct, one member to sit on the Imperial Council of Agricultural 
Research and its Governing Body, v^ice Maulvi Muhammad Shaft Daudi, whose seat 
in the Legislative Assembly has been declared vacant by the Governor General in 
Council. * * 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Rir Abdur Rahim) : I have to 
inform Honourable Members that for the purpose of election of members 
to the Standing Committee for Roads, the Standing Committee on Pilgri¬ 
mage to the Hedjaz, the Central Advisory Board of Education and the 
Imperial Council of Agricultural Research and its Governing Body the 
following dates have been fixed for receiving nominations and holding 
elections, if necessary, namely ; 


Nominations. Election. 

(1) Standing Committee for Roads 4th September, 1935 6th September, 1935. 

(2) Standing Committee on Pilgri¬ 
mage to the Hedjaz .. 4th September, 1935 6th September, 1935. 

(3) Central Advisory Board of Edu¬ 
cation • • .. .. 5th September, 1935 10th September, 1935. 

(4) Imperial Coimdl of Agricultural 5th September, 1936 10th September, 1935. 
Research audits governing body. 



The nominations for all the Committ^s will be received in the Notice 
office upto 12 Noon on each day appointed for the purpose, while the 
elections which will be conducted in accordance with the principle oi pro¬ 
portional representation by means of the single transferable vote, will, as 
usual, be held in the Secretary’s Room in the Assembly Buildinff between 
die hours of 10-30 a.m. and 1 p.m. 


THE PAYMENT OP WAGES BILL. 

Presentation op the Report op the Select Committee. 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell (Member for Industries and 
Labour) : Sir, I present the report of the Select Committee on the Bill 
to regulate the payment of wages to certain classes of persons employed 
in industry. 


THE CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT DILL. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Graik (Home Member) . Sir, at this the 
first stage of what I fear is likely to be a protracted—and possibly a hotly 
contentious—discussion, I do not propose to say anything that is conten¬ 
tious or argumentative, as I don’t think it would be in accordance with 
the spirit of Standing Order 37 to do so. The Statement of Objects and 
Reasons attached to this Bill is, I venture to think, a sufficiently full 
explanation of its provisions except possibly on two points where the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons might have been a little fuller. The 
first of these is in regard to sub-clause (J9) of clause 2 of the new Bill 
which repeals sub-section (S) of section 1 of the existing Act. The effect 
of that is to make those provisions of the existing Act, which we intend 
to retain, permanent and not merely temporary. We should perhaps 
have inserted in the Statement of Objects and Reasons very briefly our 
reasons for taking that course. They are, that it is, in our opinion, 
impossible to foresee within any reasonable time the cessation of the 
terrorist movement or of communal unrest, against both of which the pro¬ 
visions of this Bill are intended as a safeguard ; nor it is possible for us 
to say definitely that there is no chance within the next few years of a 
revival of the Civil Disobedience Movement, possibly in another form. 

There is one other point, a less important point, in regard to which 
the Statement of Objects and Reasons might perliaps have been fuller, 
that is with regard to the retention of section 5 of the existing Act, the 
section which penalises the publication of a proscribed document. Wo 
are retaining that section, because in this respect the permanent law of the 
land as embodied in the Code of Criminal Procedure is obviously defective. 
Government have the power to proscribe a document, but it is not a penal 
offence to re-publish a document or any part of it that has been proscribed. 
Without such provision proscription is of course a comparatively 
valueless weapon. 

That, Sir, is all I have to say. It is my earnest hope that in the 
further discussions on this Bill we shall be able to differ, if we have to 
differ, and I have no doubt we shall have to, without bitterness. I can 
assure the House that we on our side will do our best to keep any bitter 
feeling out of the discussion. Sir, I beg to move for leave to introduce a 
Bill to amend the Criminal Law. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Motion 
moved : 

" That leave be granted te introduce a Bill to amend the Criminal Law.^' 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ^Madras City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) ; Sir, 
on a point of order, or what I should call the privilege of the House, I 
should like to call your attention to a statement in the Statesman of 
today, purporting to have gone from Simla yesterday, dated the 1st 
September, in which the provisions of the new Criminal Law Amendment 
Bill, which the Honourable the Home Member has now asked leave of the 
House to introduce, are reproduced exactly as they appear in the Bill, 
which has been placed on the table this morning. I will read those 
paragraphs : 

“ The new Criminal Law Amendment Bill differs from the existing one (which 
was passed in 1932 and expires next lleccmber) in that certain se'etions have been 
dropped and in that it will be permanent instead of having a limited duration. 
Altogether five sections will be dropped—section 2, which makes it an offence to dis¬ 
suade people from joining the Army, Navj' or Police Force, section 3, which makes 
it an offence to tamper with public servants, sections t and 6, which make it an 
offence to boycott public services and to publish or circulate false statements or 
rumours, and section 8, which makes fines inflicted on young persons recoverable from 
their parents or guardians. Apart from these five sections, the Act will be presented 
for permanent renewal substantially unaltered. 

Then follow a number of sentences, with which I will not trouble the 
House, because it is merely propaganda for this Bill. Again, it ends up by 
saying that there is much more of press freedom in this country than in 
any other country. We are not concerned with that now. That is a 
matter of comment. 

The point to which I want to draw your attention is particularly this, 
that this is a gross abuse of the privileges of this House. A Bill which 
has been kept back from us all these days, and the contents of which we 
saw for the first time this morning and which my Honourable frieiid, the 
Home Member, now wants the leave of the House to introduce has already 
appeared in a paper, on the basis of a message sent at least twenty-four 
hours before this morning. I do not know if it is a mere journalistic 
scoop ; if that is so, I have no fault to find. If there are enterprising 
journalists who can divine without any help from the department con¬ 
cerned the main provisions of the Bill, that is another matter. But T 
think you will enquire of the department concerned whether there was any 
conference or any communication of the contents of this Bill formally or 
infonnally to certain correspondents of newspapers, and, if so, whether 
any discrimination, racial or otherwise, was made in the choice of the 
papers to whom the contents of this Bill were communicated. You liave 
laid down, Mr. President, last Session, that even questions or Resolutions 
should not be sent to the press, before they are admitted by you. We have 
tried to respect that convention, as one of the privileges of this Hotiso, 
and T do suggest that the first stage of asking for leave to introduce a Bill 
becomes almost a farce, if the contents of the Bill are to be published in 
advance, and that too, in one section of the press. As for a journalistic 
scoop, you know as well as T do, that there are enterprising journalists 
here belonging to all kinds of press and they would all have done it ; but 
the significant fact is that the /statesman alone contained this information, 
and I do suggest that it is a matter worth enquiring into, whether this 
information was obtained by the journalist concerned without any kind 
of help from the Government, or whether the Government communicated 
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lj,P eoJilpnts of this Bill lo (ho Hflitor or ivpresoutative of the Utatesnian 
u Simla, an*!* '! >'* "in'thcr it does not constitute a breach of tlie 

"rivj|e"cs of this JIoiisc. It is ivit lijrlit that the means of communica- 
{*■(111 lirthe puhlie and to the House, whieli is this platform and nothing 
, |se sliouid bo overshadowed h)' pre-jniblication, not to the press as a 
wliole. hut to one section of the press alone. 

Mr. President tTlie llononrahle Sir Ahdiir Rahim) : The Honourable 
Member hat. (piohd the analogy of questions and Resolutions. But those 
havt: to be .uimitled hy l!ie I’rcMdent before they can be brought up before 
tliis House. There is no (|ueslion of admitting a Bill. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : But there i( this point, the House has got to 
<{ive leave ; it may refu.ve to give leave to introduce the Bill. 

Mr. President tTh“ nonoui'able Sir Abdnr Rahim) : That is an- 
(iflier iiititler. Ikd'ore any Re.^ilntion or (piestion j.s admilled, nobody eau 
iiitnaluee that Inisiiie.ss into this IIon.se. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : If. at this stage, leave is refused by this House 
lor the iiilrodiictiuii of my llojiniirahle friend’s iiill, the Bill dies unwept, 
unlionouied, and unsung, 

Mr President (The llononrahle Hir Abilnr Rahim) : But are not 
(ioverument entitled to ascertain beforcliand jiublic opinion,-what the 
attitude of tlie imblic is likely to be 1 

Mr S. Satyamurti : I submit, tlie only constitutional and legal 
forum in which thev can ascertain public opinion is this House so ^a-r as 
Bills are eoncerned; nnlevs there is a motion to circulate which is moved 
in this llou.se and is passed, in which epe (ioverument circulatts o i 
relevant people, public bodies, or associations or individuals. 

Mr President (Tbo Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Gover^ent 
may wmif to find out wl.at the public opinion is as regards any measure. 

Mr a Satvamurti ; In that ease, they will not ask for leave to 

toru\ 01 ii bill J fac. MO, . 1 . introduce 

(iovernmerd do not state 1 Ian perfeetlv understand their pub- 

a Bill and it is in a nebulous st. . „ ‘ series of propositions, 

lishing proposals, not in a " ™ i^es P'lbUsh 

tlunn, by the various me.iiis )| ■ - submission is they 

where, and then invite public opiii on. Tn thm case, my 

l„ve ;»( it to imbitc 

Mr. President (Tbe Honourable Sir Abdnr Rahim) . 

Mr. 8. SaJysnnirU ; M,r ™'’"\"^Xmin^tI>%otrodTCrthi!i ”» 
ffi’trtS s; imr»(™s th, b™. ...or bo™ 

(Tbo 

rk:So sr.rJstsi’rin Lttor »bo (bio, ^ 

L163LAD 
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Mr. S. Satyamurti : If the suggestion is that between 4 p.m. yesterday 
when this message was sent, and 11 xm. this morning, they intended to 
consult pulilic opinion in this iiiige country, and to receive public opinion 
and tJieu ciiange their luind, it would simply be ludicrous. You will notice 
that the agenda tliat wa; sent to us for today is dated the 30th August. 
That agenda contains an item. “ Tlie Honourable Sir Henry Craik to move 
for leave to introduee a Hill to amend the (h’imiiial Law 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim) : But they could 
alter it any time. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : But they have given no notice of any alteration, 
till this miTiiing My suggestion is rliat this was not a case of publication 
for public opinion at all. It was a ca.sc of giving news, according to some 
people, to one particular favoui’ed paper, or if that is denied, it is a 
journalistic scoop which I hardly believe. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Uahim) : Has the 
Hoiiouralilo Mcmiher g‘t any authority in his favour 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : It (*annot happen in decent countries ; it can 
only happen iii India, vvliere 'ac liave got to legislate in a House which is 
peculiarly phued. We (‘an g(‘t no help from the Mother of Parliaineuts ; 
they would never do it. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Do they not 
carry on a lot of propaganda before they start a new measure ? 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : They will do it much more decently, and not in 
this fasliion. 1 know (lovornment are carrying on propaganda, but this is 
not right. It is an insult to this House to give to one paper the actual con¬ 
tents. i think we are entitled io the co-operation of the press in this House 
and we can hardly Jiope to get it, if Government set an (example ('f this 
kind. Tiial I say is a matter of iirivilege of this House and I would like 
you to take suitable action in the matter. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : 1 submit that there Is no ques¬ 
tion of privilege involvi?d. Nothing that 1 liave done is irregular or in any 
way out of accord with what us the ordinary and regular practice in Parlia¬ 
ment in England. A fcAv days ivio, I had a conference with a certain 
number of pressmen, not the representative of one new^spaper, but seven or 
eight pres:,men. but T <lid not give any of tlu m a copy of the Bill. T simply 
informed them Avhat the intentions of the Government were and explained 
to them ill general conversation wliat Avere broadly our reasons for the 
policy that w^e liad decided to a<]op1. It Avas a friendly discussion. There 
were maiiA questions a.sked < f me. to Avliicb T replied to the best of my 
ability. 1’hat is, to my ])ersonal knoAvledgfu the regular practice of Goa*- 
ermnent nepartmonis at lunne. When introducing legislation, they pre¬ 
pare the ground in tlie press. 

An Honourable Member : All the press ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : In the friendly press. The 
Oongre'<s ])rpss Imd niauv spcjuilathT articles as to w’hat the contents of tlie 
Bill Avere. and all of them condemned the Bill in advance. Wliy should 
we not use the press that is friendiv to us to secure a favourable reception 
for the Bill ? 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : That is a confession. 
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l?ho Honourable Sir Henry Craik ; Tliat is a perfectly legitimate 
pracUcc, and, so long as 1 am in cliargc of lliis iJcpartincnt, 1 propose to 
continue tile practice. There Ls iio question of brtucli of privilege of any 
kind. If 1 had given to any of tlie.sc goiUlenieii a copy of any contldcnfial 
communication printed by the Legislative Assembly Office, then that might 
possibly liave been a breach of privilege. 1 did no sucli tiling. I had before 
me only my own copy of the iiill. 1 submit that my conduct was com¬ 
pletely regular and was in no sense either a breach of privilege or any 
disresjieet to this House. 

BIr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Chair holds 
that there is no breach of privilege in tiiis ea.sc, and, as the matter is aliso- 
lutely clear, it is not necessary for the Chair to go .niy further into, it 

The question is : 

“ That leave bo granted to intiotluoo a Bill to jiiuond flio Oiiuinal Law/’ 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : ^ir, 1 lutroduee the Bill, 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Ohetty (Madras : Indian Commerce) : 
May I make a request to you ! I uniuesL ihat Honourable iMembers 

of this House may be supplied a copy of the priginal Act in order to 
iind out the changes which are proposed to be made ' 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I will do my best to do so. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; The Chair 
thinks that a sufficient number of copies might be circulated. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I cannot say that there are 
enougJi copies to supply one to eveiy Member oi tlie House, but 1 \vill try 
to make as many copies as possible available to Ilononrable Members. 


THE PKOVMXCIAL INHOLVENCY (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Law Member) : Sir, 1 move 
for leave to introduce a Bill further to amend the Provincial .Insolvency 
Act, 1920, for a certain purpose. 

Bill is rendered necessary by a jiKlgment of the Madras High 
< 'onrt which recommends that the Act should be modified in the way in 
whicii we have proposed ii. Very shortly, the position is this. The scheme 
and the spirit of botli the Acts, the Provincial Act and the Presidency Act, 
is that once there is a discharge of a debtor, he is not to be bothered with 
any further debts provable in insolvency. Tliat is the iirovision of the 
Pro.sidcncj'-towns Insolvency Act. In connection witli the Provdncial 
Insolvency Act, there liave been coiiHicting rulings and on a recent occa* 
sion the Madras High (^oiirt recommended that the Bill should, be amended. 
The object of the present amendment is that the debtor should be put on 
the same footing in the Provincial Insolvency Act in the case of the 
Presidency-towns Insolvency Act, namelj", that the discharge should cover 
all creditors. Now the position is that if one of the creditors keeps out 
and takes no part in the proceedings either negligently or delmerately, he 
gains ail advantage over the other creditors. That is not the ]>osition 
under the Presidency-towns Insolvency Act. That is not the position 
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under this Act also according to cei‘tuiu rulings but lUeve have been con¬ 
flicting rulings and t\ie learned Chief Justh e of Madras who was one of a 
division bench in Madras strongly recommended that this should be brought 
into line with the Presidency-towns Insolvency Act, by making a change in 
the law*. That is the object of the Bill. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim) : The question 
is : 

“ That leave be granted to introduce a Bill further to amend the Provincial 
Insolvency Act, 1920, for a certiiin purpose.*’ 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Sir, 1 introduce the Bill. 


THE INDIAN ARMY (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

BIr.' G. R. P. Tottenham (Army Secretary) : 1 move for leave to 
introduce a Bill further to amend the Imitaji Army Act, 1911, for certain 
purposes. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Al)diir lialiim) : The question 
is : 

** That leave bo granted to introdaec a Bill further to amend the Indian Army 
Act, 1911, for certain purposes.’* 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. Q. R. P. Tottenham : Sir, 1 introduce the Bill. 

THE PROVINCIAL SMALL CAUSE COURTS (AMENDMENT) 

BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Law Member) : I move for 
leave to introduce a Bill further to amemi the Provincial Small Cause 
Courts Act, 1887, for a certain purpose. 

I do not think I need refer to anythin';- fnidiier tin n what is stated 
in the Statement of Objects and Reasons. The whole object is 
to make the meaning perfectly clear, us we now" understand that 
difiPerent Presidency Small Cause Court<« have been construing the sec¬ 
tion in different ways. 

Mr. President (The Ilo^iourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question 
is : 

^'TThat leave bo graiiteil to introduce .u Bill further 1o umend the Provincial 
Small Cause Courts Act, 1887, for n certain puTi»osc. 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Sir, [ introduce the Bill. 

THE REPEALING AND AMENDING BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Law" Member) : T move for 
leave to introduce a Bill to amend eertain enactments and to repeal 
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1 need not «ay anything more than what is contained in the State¬ 
ment of Objects and Reasons. This Bill does not introduce any change 
111 the law. \VUat wo want to do is that we want formally to repeal 
certain Acts which have ceased to be in opiratiori. Also there have 
been small inaccuracies like omitting the word ‘ the ’ and so on, which 
are set out in a sehedule and 1 can ass\irc ui> ilouourable friends here 
that this Bill does not seek to ellcct any important cliange in the law. 

Mr. President (The Il<moural)le Sir Ahdur Rahim) : The Question 
is : 

“ That leave lie ;rrante«l to introduce a Hill to anunul certain enactments and to 
lepoal certain other enactments.^' 

Tlie motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Sir, I iniroduce the Bill. 

THE INDJAX MOTOR VKHICLBS fAMKXDAIK.Vl) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik (liomt* Member) ; Sir, 1 beg to 
move for leave to intjoduce a Bill further to amend the Indian Motor 
Vehicles Act, 1914, for certain purposes. 

I do not think I need add anything to the Statement of Objects 
find Reasons. 

Mr President (Tlie llononrable Sir Abdni* Rahim) : The question 
is : 

“ That Icavo bo frmntfvl to introduce a Bill further to amend the Indian Motor 
N'ehiclea Act, 1014, for certain purposes." 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Sir, 1 introduce the Bill. 


RESOLUTION /iJS RATIFICATION OF THE DRAFT CONVENTION 

OF THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR CONFERENCE CON¬ 
CERNING EMPLOYMENT OF WOMEN DURING NIGHT. 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell (Member for Industries and 
Labour) : Sir, I move : 

" That this Assembly rcconimcuds to the Governor General in Council that he 
should ratify the Draft Convention concerning employment of women during the night 
(Revised 1934) adopted at the Eighteenth Session of the International Labour 
Conference. 

Sir, at the first session of the International Labour Conference, which 
sat in Washington in 1919, a convention was adoi)ted concerning the 
industrial employment of women during the hours of night. Copies 
of this Convention have been supplied to Honourable Members, but I 
niay say that the gist of the Convention is that no woman worker shall 
work during eleven hours of the night and that those eleven hours shall 
t'over the period between 10 p.m. and 5 a.m. The Convention was 
ratified by India in 1921, but, in pursuance of article 5, it has been 
'Applied to factory workers only. It was assumed when the ratifica¬ 
tion was made that the Factories Act of 1911 as it then stood was 
sufficient to justify the act of ratification and that no special legislation 
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was required. Keveral years later the question was raised whether the 
Convention applied, or did not apply, to women in positions of super¬ 
vision and management. The question was discussed by the Governing 
iJody of the International Labour Office and was finally referred to the 
Fermanent Court of International Justice, which ruled that the Con¬ 
vention did apply to women holdijig positions of supervision and 
management. Tiiis placed several nations in a difficulty, including 
India. Our section 29 of the Factories Act of 1911 allowed us to 
exempt from this particular restriction, and from other restrictions, 
persons holding positions of supervision or management or who are 
employed in a confidential position in a factory. The matter was of 
very small practical importance in India where very few such women 
exist. However, it was of some practical importance to certain other 
countries which pressed the point, and finally in 1934 a new Conven¬ 
tion w^as adopted at Geneva. The Convention is practically 
the same as the old one, with the one dilference that article 8 now lays 
down that the Convention does not apply to women holding responsible 
positions of management who are not ordinarily engaged in manual 
work. 

The passing of this Convention and tJie ruling of the Fermanent 
Court of International Justice has left India in somewhat of a dilemma. 
Section 29 of the Act of 1911 lias been substantially reproduced in sec¬ 
tion 43 of the present Act of 1934. It still gives us the power to exempt 
women holding positions of management and supervision. To that 
extent, it is contrary to the Convention of 1919, the last Convention. 
Also the description of women given in that Convention is somewhat 
narrower than the description of women given in our Indian Act of 
1934 and to that extent also our present legislation is inconsistent even 
with the later Convention. Obviously we must legislate, the only other 
course being the impossible one of denouncing the earlier t^onvention 
and refusing to ratify the later. The Government of India propose to 
take the straightforward course. They intend to adhere to the 
original Convention of 1919 and to ratify the new Convention of 1934. 
In order to do so, they propose to legislate at once, and if the House 
agrees to my present motion, 1 shall at once introduce the necessary 
Bill. The position of the Government of India is that they are pre¬ 
pared to go somewhat further than either of the two Conventions. The 
Bill will make an amendment in the Act which will prevent all women 
workers from working in factories between the hours of 7 p.m. and 6 
A.M. Our reasons for this, very shortly, are two-fold. In the first 
place there arc very few, if any, women in positions of trust and 
management working in factories. Secondly, if there were, then, as 
ordinary women workers may not work at night, these women would 
find themselves alone in the factory, in charge of a gang of men ; and 
that is a position which T do not think we are required to provide for. 

However, the immediate question is the ratification of this new 
Convention of 1934. There is no reason why we should not ratify it. 

It gives us a certain power to do a thing which we at present do not 
want to do ; but if we do ratify it, and' if conditions should so develop 
that we should wish to legislate in order to allow women in positions 
of management to work in factories at night, then we will be free to 
do so. Sir, I move. 
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labour conference concerning employment op women during night. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Motion 
moved : 

“ Tliat this Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Ooiinc-il that he 
should ratify the Draft Convention concerning employment of women during the night 
(Revised J934) adopted at the Eighteenth Session of the International Labfiur 
Conference. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissn Division : Non-Muhammadan) : Sir. it would 
appear to the House perhaps a little bit surprising, when the House 
hears from me, that I propose to oppose the ratification of this Con¬ 
vention, not on the ground that I am not one of those who desire to see 
an amelioration of the conditions of wuinen working in mines, but on 
the ground that a mandate has come from an international body 
situated far away in Europe and which body is controlled in all its 
actions by the League of Nations, which happens to be a committee of 
old women, now almost gasping for its breath,—a body which may 
jierhaps be vanishing into thin air soon as World situation would seem 
to show. 

yir, I notice from the report in my hand tliat my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Clow, was a delegate to that Eighteenth Tnter^uational Conference, 
^s.r, 1 have great respect for my Honourable friend, Mr. Clow, parti¬ 
cularly his heart, as I know, melts for his friends, the workers of India, 
ami I know he has done good service to the w'orkers of India (Hear, 
hear) which my Honourable friend, Mr. Joshi, will recognize, though 
sometimes at the cost of the industries of India. Yet, Sir, what do we 
find ? The Government of India send delegates. They are treating 
lliis International Conference—1 must point out at this stage—^with a 
little bit of contempt. The Government of India sent out that year four 
delegates to represent tiio Government of India. They allowed the 
( inployers of India to be represented by one delegate only—Seth 
Kasturbhai Lalbhai—and the workers to be represented by only one dele¬ 
gate—Mr. Jamnadas Mehta, Now while in the body of the report they 
mention that they had to do the difficult w^ork of attending lo the com¬ 
mittees which reached the alarming total of twelve, and thns forced 
the Government side to distribute the three genllemen and the one 
distinguished lady that formed part of that delegation into those twelve 
committees, it w'ould have been humanly impossible for the emjdoyers" 
delegate or the workers^ delegate to ideJitify themselves with all the 
twelve committees that sat that year. Sir, that shows liow' even the 
tJovernment of India treat this International Labour Conference with 
Mij)reme contempt. We find now that the deliberations of these so- 
‘idled International Conferences have resulted in no good. Tin? 
Knropean countries that brought into existence this League of Nations 
Jifler the Treaty of Versailles have set them at naught. They do not 
nhev the mandates of the League of Nations and wdiy should Ave, ii) 
India, obey its mandate particularly when a foreign power like the Gov- 
< rnment of Italy had the audacity through its spokesman to say that the 
coloured people and the people of Asia are “ barbarians When the 
League of Nations consists of such people who now’^ Avant to go back 
on ihe idea and principles of democracy, why should tl’e British Gov¬ 
ernment or their handmaids, the Government of India, eompel India 
even to ratify a particular convention however beneficial it may be to 
the working classes in India. We could ourselves confer benefits on 
Lidia. The representatives . of industries^ the representatives of. 
workers and also 1;he representatives of the Government of India can 
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devise ameliorating conditions whereby the conditions of workers will 
improve. There I do not think my Honourable friend, Mr. Joshi, or 
my Honourable friend, Mr. Oiri, will find us lagging behind. We will 
respond to tliem wlienever it is for the betterment oi’ the industries and 
of the workers. I want my Honourable friend, Mr. Joshi, who is a 
member cf the Governing Body of the I. L. O., to say how lie likes 
this atti'tn le of the League of Nations towards Asiatic nations (interrup¬ 
tions from Mr. Joshi)--as article 11 of this Convention says that unless 
the Secretary of the League of Nations writes to the Secretary General 
of the International Labour Conference the Convention cannot be rati¬ 
fied. Sir, I am opposed to the idea that India should be any more a 
member of the League of Nations and probably the Government of 
India in tlieir supine policy wants to go on sleeping a few more months 
till the League of Nations is dead ami buried. The other day I saw 
an excellent cartoon in the Hindustan Times. The League of Nations 
was shown as a serpent following another serpent, Italy. I3{»th the 
serpents are trying to sw>iliow each other’s tail and in the end Italy 
will be smashed and so will the League of Nations. 

Sir, if I have followed this mmsual procedure of asking the House 
not to ratify a convention which will improve the conditionn of the 
workers, it is because of the insult which Mussolini has hurled agains' 
the Asiatics and the people of Africa. What right has any European 
however mighty he may be to say that Asiatics are barbarians, that 
the coloured people have no place on this earth and that it is only the 
European big powers, who Avant to dictate terms to Asia, to Africa and 
to other countries, have the right of existence. As war clouds are 
threatening on the horizon, it may be a friendly neighbour, an Abyssinia, 
Avhich may pass out as a free people and independent country. 

The Honourable Mr. D. 0. Mitchell : I rise on a point of order, Sir. 
Is the Honourable Member in order on the question of ratifying a conven¬ 
tion regarding labour, to discuss the relations between two foreign 
poAvers ? 

Mr. B. Das : Certainly I am. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Honour¬ 
able Member is giving his reasons Avhy this House should not ratify the 
Convention of a body Avhich is connected with the League of Nations, 
but the Chair ho])cs he will not dilate on it too much. 

Mr. B. Das : I do not Avish to add to the agony by again ref(*rri ig 
to Italy, but CA^ery Indian, who is present here—^be he on this side or 
the other side of the House—feels it very much and his heart boils and 
his sense c>f injurj^ burns in him and he feels indignant that there should 
be such an old body like the League of Nations that aauII perpetuate 
such distrass and AAdl) alloAv its principal bodies to insult Asiatic nations ! 
Noav, Sir, my advice to my Honourable friend, Mr. Mitchell, is this : 

withdraw from the League of Nations But if the International 
Labour Conference can become a real international bodj'’ independenl 
from the League of Nations and does look into the interests of Avorkers 
and employers all over the Avorld, then I Avould ask the Government of 
India to become a subscriber of that international body. But when 
internationalism is dead and the dictatorship is the order of day,. T 



ratification of the draft convention of the international labour 153 

CONFERENCE CONCERNING EMPLOYMENT OF WOMEN DURING NIGHT. 

would like India to develop agressive nationalism even with the help of 
that immobile bureaucratic Government which sits on the Treasury 
Benches opposite. Sir, I would welcome such aggressive nationalism and 
I will co-operate with them in the matter of legislating for the ameliora¬ 
tion of the conditions of the workers. Therefore, I would ask the House 
10 throw out this proposal for ratification and T will ask the Government 
of India to join hands with us to get out of the League of Nations. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated Non-Officiaf) : Mr. President, I admit 
that the subject-matter of this Resolution is not of great importance to 
tile working classes of this country. India, as the Honourable Member 
in charge of the Department stated, has ratified the Convention of 1919. 
Personally, 1 do not think there is any necessity for us to ratify this Con¬ 
vention. The Honourable Member in charge of the Department ex¬ 
plained that the new Convention has introduced one, what I may call, 
a read ionary proposal. I should have said two. The proposal which 
he mentioned authorises women in a supervisory position to work during 
certain hours of the night. [ admit, again, that this is not a matter 
of very great importance. At the same time, 1 do not like that sve 
should ratify a convention which admittedly is a little reactionary one. 
I was unable to follow the reasons given by the Honourable Member in 
charge of the Department in support of his view for the ratification of 
this Convention. He said that India practically does not need it. He 
proposes to introdu(*e legislation which will put right the position 
of India as regards the ratification of the Convention of 1919. I do not 
really .see what practical advantage the (Jovernment of India will get 
by ratifying this (Convention. The Honourable Member said that it is no 
use to us for the prestmt, becausi* they an* not inclined to put in prac¬ 
tice the proposal of the aiew Convention. What he said was that time 
may come when we can make use of this Avhat I consider to be a re¬ 
actionary power. I was wondering, Sir, why the Government Avere 
shoAving so much far-sightedness and forethought. Generally, T hear 
them saying and stating in this Legislature that they do not like 
to legislate ahead. They look to the present and I Avant to ask ihcin 
why they are not content this time by looking to the present and why 
are they so much far-sighted Avhcii they should not be so. T, therefore, 
teel that nothing avUI be lost by the Avorking classes in this country if 
the convention is not ratified. On the contrary, they Avill get something, 
if they will at all get, by not ratifying this (Convention. However, Sir, 
I feel that the matter is not of very great consequence. If the Govern¬ 
ment of India carry this Resolution, I shall not shed many tears. 

One word more about what my Honourable friend, Mr. Das, has 
said. I Avas unable to understand his attitude towards the League of 
Nations and the International Labour Conference. He said that India 
really wants internationaliism. T thought he approved of inicnia- 
tionalism, at least a real kind of internationalism. Then he said that 
India does not want to be a member of the League of Nations. What 
Avill happen if India does not remain a member of the League of Nations 
and India does not obey the mandates of the League of Nations as he 
wants India not to obey. I feel that not only India but the Avhole Avorld 
will return to a condition of savagery. The whole world Avill begin to 
fight amongst one another and there will be such a continuous ^ and 
constant fighting that we wiM not make any progress towards civiliza- 

T.1«9T.ATfc * 
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tion, bat whatever civilization we may have achieved so far will be 
destroyed. I am not here to make a speech in support of the League 
of Nations. But I feel that by even a country like India leaving the 
League of Nations, we shall not serve the cause of peace and interna¬ 
tionalism, but we shall weaken whatever international organisation 
exists in the world for the promotion of peace. 

Mr. B. Pas : Does it elist Y 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: One word more as regards the statement made' 
by my Honourable friend, Mr. Das. He has some grudge against the 
League of Nations. Let him have it. 

Mr. B. Das : Have you not got Y 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : He was wrong in saying that the International 
Labour Organisation is controlled by the League of Nations in the 
passing of Conventions. 

Mr. B. Das : See Article 11. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : Not even Article 11. The International Labour 
Conference and the International Labour Organisation have their own 
l)ower to pass Conventions. I hope. Sir, tl\e Government of India will 
not insist upon passing this Resolution. 

Mr. A. G. Clow (Government of India : Nominated Official) : 
Mr. President, I must confess like Mr. Joshi that I was a little sur¬ 
prised at the tone of my Honourable friend, Mr. B. Das. He has re¬ 
ceived part of liis reply from Mr. Joshi who has pointed out that the 
International Labour Organisation, although undoubtedly part of the 
organization of the licague of Nations, is, in a sense, a separate oi’ganiza- 
tion. I may say at once that I have no knowledge of meetings of the 
League of Nations—1 have never attended any—but I have attended 
several meetings of this organization and T can say that India there 
counts for much. Her views expressed there carry weight and India is 
there as a partner in what I regard as one of the mo,st truly international 
organizations we liave at present. Indeed, if my memory serves me 
rightly, i think niy Honourable friend, Mr. B. Das, once assisted at 
one of those conferences which he now affects to despise. T was struck 
by the singular inconsistency, if T heard him rightly, in that while he 
seemed to bo trying to pour contempt on this organization, he com¬ 
plained that we do not send enough advisers there. Surely he cannot 
have it both ways. T might add for his information that in the present 
year, we have sent one Adviser for every Delegate and we sent a 
distinguished Indian lady in addition. 

As regards my Honourable friend, Mr. Joshi, I was a little sur- 
prised a1 the tone of his speech. Generally he complains that when wc 
come forward we do not propose to ratify the Conventions, but when we 
come forward as m the present ease and propose to ratify one of the 
Conventions, he is equally ready to complain. What I thought was the 
fundamental weakness in his position was that he seemed to attach no 
weight whatever to a convention. He took the line that we should 
have sound and strong reasons for ratifying. I would prefer to put it 
Ihe other way and would prefer to say : here you have a Conference in 
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which you have the collected wisdom of the greater part of the labour 
world met to devise suitable measures for labour ; and if they adopt 
a Convention, the least that you can do is to say that we shall consider 
its ratification favourably unless we find that our national conditions 
are such as to render it undesirable. I have a lurking suspicion that if 
we had brought forward a Resolution in the negative sense, namely, 
'' That this Assembly recommends that he do not ratify, etc.,’^ then 
Mr. Joshi would have come forward and said, ‘‘ Why not 1 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : No, Sir. 

Mr. A. Q. Clow : Then I say it. Here you have a Convention : are 
there any sound reasons why we should not ratify ? Tt lays no further 
obligation upon India than she has already accepted and T think it is 
up to her to ratify the Convention. 

Prof. N, O. Banga (Guntur cum Nellorc : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : 
Sir, Mr. Clow was saying that the International Labour Conference is 
really the collective wisdom of a major portion of the world and therefore 
it is up to this HoiLse as well as similar Houses in other countries to accept 
that particular wisdom and then try to ratify the conventions and accept 
the recommendations which they make. T should like to put one question 
to him and also to the Government of India. Why is it that whenever any 
j^ood convention has been passed by the International Labour Conference 
and recommended to these Governments, then the Government of India 
comes forward with its own proposals that it be not ratified. Why is it, 
Sir, on their own admission, when a reactionary and a practically useless 
(’’onvention is passed by them and is circulated among all these Govern¬ 
ments, the Government of India eomes forward in this House and says 
tljat it be ratified. T should like this paradox to be solved by this Gov¬ 
ernment of India. Tliey alone seem to be competent to solve it. 

Coming to the other question of the advantages that India can derive 
from being a member of the League of Nations—so far as this particular 
International Labour Conference is concerned,—I would only like to bring 
to the notice of this House the insult that was meted out to India^s dele¬ 
gates at the last International Labour Conference, when the labour dele¬ 
gates were constrained to walk out of that conference being also supported 
in tlicir action by the representatives of enqjoyers also. Therefore it 
must mean that India as such and Indians Jis such were not treated pro¬ 
perly and were not given as much consideration as they deserved, and the 
|)oint of view they presented in the International Labour Conference was 
uoi considered as weightily and as carefully as it should have been. 1 
am a strong and firm believer in the necessity for an International Labour 
Conference and I am also in favour of the present International Labour 
(Conference although 1 hold just as strong views against the League of 
Nations as it exists today as my Honourable friend, Mr. Das. 

Of course, I do not agree with Mr. Das when he said that in some 
cases the recommendations of the International Labour Conference had 
gone against the employers. It may be that because our employers simply 
look at their problems from their own point of view and from their own 
self-interest and profits that they have come to this particular conclusion 
on some of their recommendations that have come to be accepted by this 
Government and that have gone against them. But, at the same time, 
I must sound this note of warning that if such a conference, as the Inter¬ 
national Labour Conference, did not exist, I do not feel quite confident 
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that our employers would have been just as generous as they have been 
obliged to be in granting the few privileges that our workera have ^me 
to enjoy from this Government and also from this International Iiabour 
Conference. 

In conclusion, Sir, I would like to recommend to the Government of 
India their own policy of not ratifying a convention which is not good and 
not accepting a convention which is really reactionary and reactionary in 
more than one sense. My Honourable friend, Mr. Joshi, has explained one 
(sense in which it is reactionary, and I vrill mention the other one also for 
the information of this House. Sir, according to the old Convention, 
w’omen were prohibited from working at night time between 10 p.m. at 
night and 5 o'clock in the morning. The new Convention states that they 
should be prevented from working between 11 o’clock in the night and 
6 o’clock in the morning. To allow women to work in factories till 11 
o’clock in the night is itself a dangerous thing and it is this reactionary 
measure Avhieh this Convention proposes and expects us to accept. And 
1 am really glad that my Honourable friend, Mr. Mitchell, is going to 
come forward here with a legislative proposal to prohibit all women from 
working in factories during night time ; and certainly his proposal is 
far more liberal than this particular Convention. Ajud, therefore, if those 
legislative proposals were to be accepted by this House, this country and 
the working classes will certainly have no advantage to derive from this 
reactionary (Convention and nothing to gain from its ratification. I, there¬ 
fore, suggest that this (Convention should not be ratified at all, because it 
is reactionary and it is bad. 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell: Sir, on the whole I think 
Mr. Joshi’s reactions to this motion do not differ very much from rny 
own. I agree with him that if the Kesolution is not passed I should not 
shed any tears over it. As a practical measure it has very little applica¬ 
tion to India ; but I would impress upon the House that the International 
Labour Conference is a going concern. I am not going to allow myself 
to be dragged into any general discussion about the League of Nations. 
This is not the time for it. But 1 would again point out,—and Mr. Joshi, 
I understand, agrees and I think other Members of the House who are 
closely connected with labour matters will also agree,—that the Interna¬ 
tional Labour Conference is a going concern and it will be a very great 
pity indeed if India w^ere now to take action which would virtuall}’ 
amount to a declaration of her intention to secede. There has been some 
talk about the new Convention being reactionary as compared with the 
old one. From the point of view that it will allow a selected class of 
women to work at night it is reactiona^. But T would remind Mr. Joshi 
that he himself has several times in this Assembly advocated the cause of 
the emancipation of women ; and it has been held, and may be held even 
by some Members opposite, that a condition in the Couvention whereby 
women in a position of supervision and management may be allowed to 
work at night is in some ways not reactionary. 

I do not wish to say very much on Mr. Das’ remarks. It seemed to 
me that his general attitude was, ** Do not do a thing, which in itself is 
sound and which you want to do, because somebody you do not like asks 
you to do it I do not thinly the position is a very convincing one, and 
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I would again appeal to tlie House not to make any breach in the walls 
of the International Labour Conference but to agree to this very sound 
Convention and to pass the Resolution. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question 
is : 

“ That this Assembly roeonimciuls to the Governor General in Council that he 
should ratil'y the Draft (Convention concerning employment of women during the night 
(Revise*! 1934) adopted at the Kighteenth Session of the International Labour 
Conference.'' 

The motion was adopted. 


THE FACTORIES (AMENDMENT) RILL. 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. M&tchell (Membei for Industries and 
Labour) : Sir, 1 move for leave to introduce a Hill t«) amend the Pactorj.es 
Act, 19134, for a certain purpose. 

This is a Bill to which I have alraidy referred and which T under¬ 
stand several Honourable Members opposite will prefer to the Convention 
itself. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question 
is : 

•* That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to amend the Factories Act, 1934, for 
a certain purpose/’ 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : Sir, 1 inti'odnco tho Bill. 

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

Proiiibition op the Convener op the Conuress Assembly Party Com- 
MITTFJ3 re Detenus to enter certain places in Bengal. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : As iregards 
the motion for adjournment standing in the name of Mr. Satyaraurti, I 
iiave received a Message from the Viceroy and Governor General that he 
disallow.s the motion on the ground that it relates to a matiter which is not 
])riraarily the concern of the Governor General in Council. 

STATEMENT OF BUSINESS. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Leader of the House) : 
With your permission, Sir, I desire to make a statement as to the probable 
course of Government business for Uie rest of the week. The list of busi¬ 
ness for Tuesday, the 3rd, is already in the hands of Honourable Members. 
On Thursday, the 5th, a motion will be made to take into consideration 
the Criminal Law Amendment Bill which has been introduced today. The 
discussion of this motion will be continued on Friday, the 6th September. 
Wednesday, the 4th, has been allotted by His Excellency the Governor 
General for the discussion of non-oflBcial Resolutions, and it is not pro¬ 
posed at present that the House should sit on Saturday, the 7th September. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday, 
Uic 3rd September, 1935. 
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Tuesday, Urd September, 1935, 


The Aasembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock 
Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) in the Chair. ’ 


MEMBER SWORN. 

Mr. Nirmal Cliandra Chunder, M.L.A. (Calcutta : Non-Jlluhamma- 
dan Urban). 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

PURCHASK OF ARTICLES REQUIRED BY THE MILITARY DEPARTMENT. 

31. *Sardar Sant Singh: What was the total amount spent by 
Hie Military Department in the year 1933-34 in making purchases of 
articles required by that department ? What portion was spent through 
Hie Indian Stores Department, and what portion was spent through the 
Stores Department, London f 

Mr. G. B. P. Tottenham : The total amount spent by the Defence 
Departments (including Military Engineer Services, Royal Air Force, 
Royal Indian Navy and manufacturing concerns) on stores purchased 
in India and England during the year 1933-34 was Rs. 5.64 crores in 
round figures. I’he value of purchases made by the Indian and London 
Stores Departments, respectively, is contained in the annual reports of 
the two Departments, copies of which are available in the Library of the 
Hou.se. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know if only those tilings are pur¬ 
chased in London which cannot be obtained in India ? 

Mr. G. B. F. Tottenham : Yes, Sir ; those things which cannot be 
jmrehased in India are alone purchased in London, that is to say, motor 
cars, teroplanes, and in this particular case a new ship for the Royal 
Indian Navy. 

Mr. M. Ahanthasayanam Ayyangar : An* an.v articles required for 
Ihc array purchased in foreign countries or only in England ? 

Mr. G. B. P. Tottenham : There may be a few ; I have not got 
details. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam A^angar : Through what agency are 
those articles, bought in countries other than England, purchased I 
Who makes the inspection t Who negotiates for their purchase ? 

Mr. G. B. P. Tottenham : Some of them are purchased through the 
Indian Stores Department and some through the London Stores Depart- 
nipjit ? 

Prof. N. G. Banga : Do you purchase any things directly in London 
’"without the mediation of the London Stores Department t 
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Mr. O. B. F. Tottenham : I think there are a few things that are 
bought direct through the War Office. 

PuKCHASK OP Articles required by the Railway Board. 

32. ’■'Sardar Sant Singh : What was the total amount spent by 
the Raihvay Board in the year 1933-34 in making purchases of articles 
required by that Department ? What portion was spent through the 
Indian Stores Department, and what portion was spent through the Stores 
Department, London f 

Mr. P. B. Bau : The total value of all stores (both indigenous and 
foreign) purchased for tlie State-managed Railways during 1933-31 was 
Rs. 7,52 luklis. Out of this, the value of stores purchased by the Indian 
Stores Departuu'iit and the India Store Department, London, on behalf of 
those railways during the same year was approximately Rs. 171 lakhs 
and six lakhs, respecth ely. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May 1 know if the same rule as in the 
military is being followed and only those articles are purchased in 
London which cannot be purchased in India ? 

Mr. P. B. Bau : Yes. Sir. 


Value of Imports from, and Exports to, the United Kingdom. 

33. ’''Sardar Sant Singh : Since the Ottawa Agreement became 
operative, what has been the total value of imports from the United 
Kingdom into India and what is the total value of exports from India to 
the United Kingdom ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I lay on the tabic 
a statement containing the information asked for as far as it is avail¬ 
able. 

Statement Stowing imports from and exports to the United Kingdom from January, 1933 tn 



Jvly.im. 



Imports. 
(In lakhs of 
Rs.) 

January, 1933 



3,99 

February, 1933 



3,87 


March, 1933 


_ 

4,48 

12,34 

April, 1933—^March, 1934 




47,59 

April, 1934—^March, 1935 



.. 

53,73 

April, 1935 



4,53 


May, 1935 



4,44 


June, 1935 



3,60 


July, 1935 


— 

4,09 

16,66 


Total 


1,30,32 
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ExportSa 



(In lakhs of 

January, 1933 

• • • • • • 

2,95 


February, 1933 

• • • • • • 

2,67 


March, 1933 

• • ■ • • a 

2,93 




-- 

8,55 

April, 1933—March, 1934 

• • a a a a 

a a a a 

47,21 

April, 1934 — ^March, 1935 - 

a a a a a a 

as a a 

47,81 

April, 1935 


2,24 


May, 1935 

a a as s s 

3,49 


June, 1935 


09 


July, 1935 

as s a as 

3,76 




— 

12,85 



Total 

1,16,42 

Prof. N. 0. Banga ; 

Is it not the fact that the imports 

from the 


United Kin{»dom have increased to a prrealer extent than our exports to 
Ihe United Kingdom in the same period ever since the Ottawa Pact was 
concluded ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : It is a question 
of figures : I have supplied the figures. 

Alleged Discrimination against Indian Products by British 

Concerns in India. 

34. *Sardar Sant Singh ; (a) Has the attention of Government 
been drawn to the following published in the London Times ? 

‘‘ A bniiirh of tlio Tata Iron and Steel Company is obtaining an increasingly 
large share of the trade in hoes, axes, chisels, billhooks, pickaxes, hammer 
heads, except for those required by the British-managed c/»nconis- 

If so, are (Sovemment aware that there is a discrimination against Indian 
products at the hands of British-managed concerns in India f If so, do 
Government propose to do anything about it t 

(b) Is it a fact that the Railways in India were making such a dis¬ 
crimination against the local products i 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullidi Khan : (a) Govern¬ 
ment have no information on the point. 

(b) No. 

Mi*. S. Satyamurti : May I know why Government could not 
make inquiries after receipt of the question, part (a), especially con¬ 
sidering this is a vital matter ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The question is 
whether British firms make discrimination against ^ Indian manufac¬ 
tures : if I made inquiries from the British firms, is it_ reasonable to 
expect them to tell me whether they do or do not discriminate T 

Mir. S. Satyamurti : May I know if any inquiry was made of these 
eoncems, and they declined to furnish any information T 
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The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I did not make 
any enquiry, because the firms would at once say : “ This is no business 
of yours, and we will not give you any information I did not wish 
to place the Government in that position. 

Prof. N, O. Banga ; Has any attempt been made to ascertain 
from the High Commissioner in London with respect to the discrimina¬ 
tion of some European firms t 

• 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : There is no ques¬ 
tion of European firms in England : the question does not relate to 
them. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Why wa.s no inquiry made of the Tata Iron and 
Steel Company f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : How could Tatas 
give me information whether this discrimination was being practised 
against them by any British firm or not t 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Did the Honourable Member make any attempt 
to get the information t 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I did not, 
because I knew no useful information could be supplied by them on this 
point. 


Overhauling op the Income-tax System op India. 

35. *Sardar Sant Singh : (a) Have Government taken any steps 
towards the fulfilment of their promise to undertake the overhauling of 
the Income-tax system of India ? If so, what steps have been taken so 
far f 


(b) Do Government propose to associate some Indian businessmen 
with this enquiry t 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : May I answer this question on behalf of the 
Honourable the Finance Member who is unfortunately prevented by 
indisposition from attending today ? 

I would refer the Honourable Member to the remarks of the 
Honourable the Finance Member on this subject in the Report of the 
Proceedings of the Assembly for the 4th of April last (pages 86u0-51 
and page 3667). Definite arrangements have now been made for the 
expert review there mentioned to begin during the coming cold 
weather. 

Mr. P. E. James : I understand that memoranda may be sent by 
commercial associations in respect of this committee’s work : is the 
initiative left to the associations or wWl Government send the usual 
circular inviting such memoranda ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : The position is that the procedure to be followed 
by the experts will not bo determined until they have arrived, but I 
have personally no doubt that in due course these representative bodies 
will be invited to submit memoranda to Government. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar ; May T know the answer to 
clause O?/! ? 
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A. ZJoyd: The answer to that is contained in what I have 
already said, if the Honourable Member will refer to the proceedings 
of the Assembly which I have quoted. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar : May we know that Y 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : I have quoted the reference—pages 3650-51 and 
page 3667. 

Mir,, T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : But the Honourable Mcmb^ 
may be pleased to give that reply : it is a matter of “ yes ” or “ no 

(No answer was given.) 

Appointments op Sui'Cesspul ,bx-Appbp:ntices op the Ea.st Indian 
Railway Workshop, Lillooah, in other Workshops. 

36. *Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya : (a) Will Government 
please stale whether they took action m accordance with the procedure 
cited in answers to starred question No. 918 (d) of the 7th November, 
19.32, and nnstarred question No. 23 (6) of the 5th September, 1932, 
regarding the appointments of successful ca;-apprentices of tlio East 
Indian Railway Workshop, Lillooah, in other workshops, such as 'fatanagar, 
Charbagh and Alambagh, which arc under the Chief Mechanical Engineer t 
If so, Avill Government please state the number of vacancies which occurred 
in these workshops since 1934 and the names of the ex-apprentices, if any, 
who liavc been taken in ? If not, why not Y 

(b) Are Government aware that illiterate workmen, mistries, clerks, 
etc., who never received any technical education at all are promoted to the 
grade of journeymen, mechanics, chargemen and even to the grade of 
Assistant Foremen in those workshops, although many .succes.sfiil technically 
trained rx-apprentices of Jamalpore Technical School wei*e available Y If 
so, why Y 

(c) Are Government aware that a considerable amount of money is 
spent on the theoretical and practical training of the first grade Mechani¬ 
cal Bound Apprentices of East Indian Railway Technical School, Jamal¬ 
pore Y 

(d) Are Government aware that some outsiders are also appointed 
as journeymen, chargemen, etc., in those workshops in preference to the 
ex-apprentices who were trained under them Y If so, why Y 

(e) If the answers to parts (b) and (d) above be in the negative, 
will Government please state whether they are prepared to make an enquiry 
into the matter and lay on the table of this House a statement showing the 
names of the supervising staflF such as Assistant Foremen, chargemen, 
journeymen, etc., of those workshops with the following : 

(t) particulars of practical training, 

(♦t) particulars of service, 

(Hi) particulars of technical education, 

(tv) division in which passed from the technical school, 

(v) designations and grades of the posts, 

(vt) present salary, and 
(vii) the university examination passed Y 
If not, why not Y 
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(/) Will Oovernment please state whether they are prepared to put 
a stop to promoting to such posts, persons who received no teehnical 
education at all, in all future cases and appoint time-expired apprentices 
of Jamalpore Technical School, who were trained under them, and issue 
necessary orders to the Agent, East Indian Railway to this effect ? If not, 
w'hy not Y 

(р) If the answer to part (/) above be in the affirmative, will Gov¬ 
ernment please lay a copy of the orders on the table Y If not, why not Y 

(/t) AVill Government please state the amount spent on the practical 
and theoretical training of each apprentice of Jamalpore Technical School, 
East Indian Railway, during the five years of training Y 

Mr. P. B. Bau ; (a) The inforinatioji has been called for and will 
be placed on the table of the House in due course. 

(6) Government understand that on the Oudh and Rohilknml 
Railway the supervising grades were filled by promoting mechanics and 
mistries deserving of such promotion. Since the amalgamation of that 
railway with the East Indian Railway posts in the supervising grades arc 
reserved for e:r-appi entice mechanics. If these are not available, 
mistries are eligible for promotion to certain lower gi*ade of chargemen. 

(с) and (A). Government understand that approximately Rs. 3,600 
is spent on each apprentice in live years. 

(d) The Agent, East Indian Railway, reports that it has been 
necessary on occasion to appoint outsiders when ea;-ai)prentice3 with 
the required training have not been available. 

(e) Does not arise. 

(/) Government understand that the present i)ractice is to appoint 
other persons to .supervisory posts only if cx-apprcntices with the 
requisite training are not available. They do not, therefore, consider 
the issue of further orders necessary. 

(g) Does not arise. 

Mr. V. V, Oiri : With reference to part (d) of this question, will 
the Honourable Member find out from the Agent of the East Indian Rail¬ 
way as to how many outsiders have been taken ? 

Mr. P. B. Bau ; My Honourable friend is at liberty to put a ques¬ 
tion on the paper. 

Different Grades of Pay for the Supervising Staff in the East Indian 

Railway Workshops, 

37. *Mr, Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya : Are Government 
aware that there arc different grades of pay fpr the supervising staff in 
different workshops on the East Indian Railway, although they are under 
one and the same head, ?.<?., the Chief Mechanical Engineer Y If so, will 
Government please state the reasons for the differences Y Are Government 
prepared to bring them on to one standard ? 

Mr. P. B. Bau : Yes. The difference in the scales of pay is due to 
the difference in the degree of responsibility attaching to the respective 
posts. The Government do not see any necessity for bringing them 
on to one standard. 
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Appointment of Apprentiuks on the East Indian Railway. 

38. *Mr. Amaren^a Nath Ohattopadhyaya : (a) Are Govcriiment 
aware that in spite of repeated assurances, given in answer Ix) starred 
questions No. 424 (d) of the 16th September, 1931, and 1528 (c) of the 
5th December, 1932, one junior eoj-apprentice, who passed in a lower 
division has been appointed this year in the Alambagh workshop under the 
(Miief Meclianical Engineer, East Indian Railway ? If so, will Govern¬ 
ment please state the reasons for appointing him in preference to many 
seniors of 1931, who passed in the first division ? Are Government pre¬ 
pared to take immediate action against this act of the railway administra¬ 
tion ? If so, in what way ? 

(&) If the answer to part (a) above bo in the negative, are Govern¬ 
ment prepared to onipiire into the matter ? 

(c) Will Government please state how the selection for tht post 
referred to in part (a) above was made, who made the selection and what 
were tlieir (pialifications ? 

(d) Will Government please lay on the table a statement showing 
tlie name of flie /'.r-apprentice referred to in part (a) above, the dale of 
his completion of apprenticeship training, the division in which he passed 
from the Teelinical School, and starting salary ? 

(e) With reference to the starred questions Nos. 1014 and 1015 of 
the 26th March, 1935, and starred questions Nos. 1324 to 1326 of tlie 2nd 
April, 1935, regarding the appointments of the time-expired apprentices 
of Lillooah Workshops under the Chief Mechanical Engineer, East Indian 
Railway, will Government please state : 

(i) wliether they have received the required information from the 
Agent, East Indian Railway, and 

(n) whether they are now prepared to lay the statement asked for 
in the question referred to on the table ? 

Mr. P. R. Bau : (a) to (d). The Agent, East Indian Railway, re¬ 
ports that it is not clear which ex-apprentice is referred to bui two 
' x-apprentiees were engaged in the Alambagh Workshops, Lucknow, 
this year one in the capacity of a chargehand on Rs. 85 per meusem 
and the other as a fitter on Rs. 2-6-0 a day. Both these men passed in 
the First Division. Government do not consider any action necessary. 

(e) The statement has been laid on the table. 


Appointment of Apprentices on the East Indian Railway. 

39. *Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya : (a) Are Government 
aware that in spite of the assurance given, the ^x-apprentices of tlie East 
Indian Railway Workshop, Lillooah, are not appointed from the waiting 
list according to seniority, and that the result of the Technical Sebool is 
not considered at the time of appointments under the Chief Mechanical 
Engineer f 

(b) If the answer to part (a) above be in the negative, wll 
ment please state whether they are prepared to make an enquiry into 
matter, and lay on the floor of this House a statment 
of those who have been provided with posts under the Chief Mechanical 
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£!iigriiieer, Hast Indian Kailway, since 1933, together with the folloAving 
information about them : 

(t) dates of completion of apprenticeship training ; 
iii) division in which passed in technical school ; 

(m; workshop in which appointed ; 

{iv) designations ; 

{v) starting pay ; and 
{vi) dates of appointments t 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) I would invite the Honourable Member*s 
attention to the information laid on the table in connection with Mr. 
D. K. Lahiri Chaudhry’s starred question No. 1325 asked on the 2nd 
April, 1935. 

(6) Government do not consider an enquiry necessary. 

Demotion of Electrical Linesmen and Wibemen on the East Indian 

Railway. 

40. *Mr. Amarendra Nath Ghattopadhyaya : (a) Will Government 
be pleased to state the actual number of the linesmen and wiremen in the 
Electrical Department on the East Indian Railway in each Division 1 

(b) What was their grade of pay before the retrenchment took place 
in 1931, and what is their present grade t 

(c) Is it not a fact that certain electrical linesmen and wiremen have 
been demoted, on the plea of retrenchment, from the grade of Rs. 84 to 
Rs. 51 1 

(d) What is the number of such demoted persons in each Division f 

(e) Is it a fact that the persons who were demoted, were given an 
assurance that their grades will be restored after six months f 

(/) Will Government be pleased to state whether their grades have 
been restored, or not t If not, why not ? 

(g) Will Government also be pleased to state what action has been 
taken on the representations made by the demoted persons every now and 
then f If none, will Government be pleased to state the reasons why no 
action was taken f 

Mr. P. R. Rau ; (a) and (6). I lay on the table a statement giving 
the required information. 

(c) Yes. The reduction in grade was accepted by them as an alter¬ 
native to discharge. 

(d) Three wiremen and two linesmen in the Lucknow Division. 

(e) No. 

(/) No vacancies have arisen in the higher grade for which these 
demoted men are suitable. Orders have been issued by the East Indian 
Railway Administration that when vacancies occur in the higher grade 
for which these demoted men are suitable they are to be restored to 
their original grade. 

(g) A petition was received in May, 1932, from the men con¬ 
cerned and they were informed in reply that as they had accepted the 
reduced grade, they must abide by the decision. 
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AMOUNT’ sanctioned TO CONDUCT THE CaSE OP Mb. DoeaN, LaTE Staff 
Superintendent op the Dinapur Division. 

41. *Mr. Amarendra Nath CJhattopadhyaya ; (a) Is it a fact that 
(Government have sanctioned a .sum of Rs. 10,000 to conduct the casi' of 
Mr. Doran, late StaflP Superintendent of the Dinapur Division, who filed 
a complaint against the Mazdur, an official organ of the East Indian 
Railway Union, Dinapur, under sections 500, 504 and 506, Indian Penal 
Code, and the accused claimed a privilege under Chapter 33, section 443, 
Criminal Procedure C'ode for jury trial consisting of the majority of 
Indian jurymen f 

(h) Is it a fact that the learned Session Judge of Patna accepted the 
application for a jury trial and gave a privilege to the accus-'d persons imder 
(diapter 33, section 443, of the Criminal Procedure Code and observed 
iji his judgment on the 2nd January, 1935, that the complaint was not 
ided by Mr. Doran in his official capacity and the accused were entitled to 
trial by a jury of his countrymen, if he desired it ? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state the reasons and the grounds 
under which a sum of Ks. 10,000 of the public money was sanctioned to 
•iiiiduet the ease of Mr. Doran ? 

(U) Will Government also be pleased to state whether similar 
privileges of financing the cases of subordinates were allowed when they 
<lefended the case while they were on duty ? If not, will Government be 
pleased to state why this favour has been shown to Mr. Dora)i in this 
vase ? 

Mr. P. B. Rau : (a) Government have so far sanctioned an expendi¬ 
ture of Rs. 5,376-12-0 in connection with this case. 

(h) The learned Sessions Judge of Patna allowed the application for 
a jurj’ trial under section 443 of the Criminal Pi’ocedure Code. He 
olxserved that in lodging the complaint Mr. Doran acted not only with the 
approval but under the express orders of his official superiors ; but he did 
not consider it to be any part of Mr. Doran’s normal duties to prosecute 
the editors of newspapers who may publish articles defamatory of him. 

(c) Mr. Doran was attacked in the Mazdur on the subject of acts per¬ 
formed by him in his official capacity. The Railway Administration 
aceorilingly instructed him to pro.seeute the editor and printer of the 
Mazdur and undertook to pay expen.scs a.s it was considered necessary to 
j)rotect its officers against such attacks. 

{d) As Mr. Doran instituted the prosecution under the orders of the 
Railway Administration, the expenses were borne by the latter. I have 
not been able to trace readily any similar case of a subordinate being 
instructed by the Administration to institute jirosecution. 

Mr. V. V. Qiri : Were the accused acquitted in that case t 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Yes. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : With regard to the answer to part 
(a) of (his question, may I know if the opinion of the Legal Remerabranwr 
or of any legal adviser of the Crown was obtained before instituting this 
ease t 
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The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullidi Khan : 1 believe the East 
Indian Eailway authorities did obtain advice. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai ; May I know from the Honourable Member 
what is the practice adopted in giving assistance to a railway employe for 
conducting a case ? Does tlie liailway l>oard tirst of all decide the matter, 
or wJiat is the procedure ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; If a railway ser¬ 
vant, as was file case in this case, is instructed to institute a prosecution, the 
expenses are i)aid by the railway administration. 

Mr. Sami Venkatachelam Chetty : Did Government approve of the 
act of the Railway Administration in this case ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : What distinction 
IS the Honourable Alember making between the Railway Administration 
and the Government V 

Mr. Sami Venkatachelam Chetty : T thought that the Government 
were an appellate authority. May I know if the Railway Administration 
has got any power to institute cases like this without tiie approval of the 
Railway Board 1 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : Arc there any rules under which 
orders are given for instituting such prosecutions ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Each question is 
decided on its merits. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With reference to part (c), may I know wdiether 
the Government obtained any independent legal opinion as to the soundness 
of this prosecution, before they sanclioned this sum of public money ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; As I said before, 
the i>ro.s«"cution was instituted by the East Indian Railway Administration, 
and they did obtain legal advice before instituting this prosecution. I do 
not knnw what is meant by independent legal advice. 

Mr. a. aatyamuTll ; 1 want to know whether the Government oi 
India, before they sanctioned this sum of public money, obtained any other 
legal advice • 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; Does the Honour¬ 
able Member mean any other advice than that 'which the East Indian 
Railway had already obtained T 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Yes. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khaji : No. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : Are Government aware of the 
judgment in this case ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Government are 
aware of the judgment in this case. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know if the prosecution was initiated 
by the Railway Department or by the railway employ^, Mr. Doran ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : As the answer 
says, the East Indian Railway Administration directed Mr. Doran to insti¬ 
tute this prosecution. 
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Prof. N. O. Banga : Ls it not the duty of the Railway Board to see 
that the prosecutions that are ordered by the various companies under them 
are properly conducted and taken up ? Has the Railway Board consulted 
its own legal adviser as to the rightness of this prosecution 1 

(No reply.) 

Enhancement of the Beat of the Keymen on the East Indian 

Railway. 

42. *Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya : (a) Will Oovernment 
be x)leased to state what action they have_ taken in connection with the 
speech of Mr. N. V. Gadgil, delivered in this House on the 26tli February, 
1035, in connection with the cut motion on Railway Budget, regarding 
the enhancement of the beat of the keymen on the East Indian Railway ? 

(6) Is it a fact that the Chief Engineer, East Indian Railway, 
Calcutta, had issued a circular letter, No. 1174, dated nil, to all the 
S. S. W.’s on the East Indian Railway and asked for their suggestions to 
increases the l>eat of the keymen on the East Indian Railway from three to 
six miles on double line and four miles to twelve on single lines per day f 

(c) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table the suggestions 
made by the P. W. I.’s, A. S. W.'s and S. W.'s of six Divisions on the 
East Indian Railway regarding the increase of the beat of the keymen on 
the East Indian Railway t 

(d) Is it also a fact that the beat of the keymen has been increased 
from three to six miles on double lines and from four to twelve miles on 
.single lines i)er day with effect from the 15th March, 1935 ? 

(e) Will Government be pleased to state the distance between two 
keys f 

(/) IIow many keys does each mile contain t 

(g) What is the average time to set one key t 

(/i) Is it a fact that w’hen the wage-cut was imposed on the railway 
employees, tlic Honourable the Railway Member gave an assurance that in 
future no retrenchment will be made ? If sio, what is the reason for the 
enhancement of the beat of the keymen 1 

Mr. P. B. Bau : (a) No action was considered necessary on the 
speech of Mr. Gadgil, referred to. 

(h) It was decided in January, 1935, to extend the length of keymen’s 
beats. This change was adopted after consideration of the proposals ])ut 
ff^a-ward by the Deputy Agent (Organisation) with a view to sciuiring 
eeoiiomy by a more intensive employment of permanent way staff. 
increased limits represented the maximum beat prescribed for keymen 
niulor tlio most favourable conditions. 

(c) Reports on the working of the revised orders have been received 
and are under consideration together with suggestions for their modifica- 

These are administrative documents not intended for publication 
and Government are not prepared to lay them on the table. 

(d) The beat was increased from the 15th Pebmary, 1935. 

(e) The distance between two sleepers is generally between two and 
fbroe feet. 
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(/) About four thousand. 

(g) A few seconds. In any one day only a very small percenta^re oi 
keys require attention. 

(A) I have not been able to trace any such statement. My Ifonour- 
able friend will, no doubt, realise that in the course of investigations by 
railways into fresh avenues of economy, it is inevitable that some staff will 
be found surplus to requirements from time to time. 

Pay of certain Railway Staff. 

43. Amarendra Nath Ghattopadhyaya : Will the Honourable 
Member in charge of Railways be pleased to state the pay. of (i) Pointsmen, 
(it) Clock-winders, (in) Relieving Ticket Collectors, (iv) Believing Assist¬ 
ant Station Masters, (v) Engine Assistants, i.e., firemen and state if they 
are paid any monthly allowance t 

Mr. P. R. Rau : I lay on the table a statement giving the informa¬ 
tion. 


Stalemeni showing the pay and monihly allowances of Pointsmen^ Clock Winders^ Relieving 
Ticket Collectors^ Rdieving Assistant Staiion Masters and Firemen on the East Indian 
Railway. 


Scales of pay 1934. 


Monthly allowance. 


(») Pointsmen— 

In running sheds .. Rs. 12—1—17(a) (a) Ix)cal and bad climate allow- 

> ances are given in certain 

At stations .. .. Rs* 14—1—19 J localities in accordance with 

the scale shown, at page XIII 
of the pamphlet containing the 
revised scales of pay 1934 
a copy of which is in the librar}' 
of the House. 

(it) Clock Winders .. .. Rs. 22—1—28 (b) (b) Nil. 

{Hi) Relieving Ticket Collectors Rs. 30—3—46 (c) .. (c) No monthly allowance other 

than ordinary travelling allow¬ 
ance when relieving away from 
their headquarters. 


(iv) Relieving Assistant Station Rs. 39—2—45/5—00 
Masters. (^)- 


(r) Firemen— 

Grade I .. . . Rs. 30—^3—^60 (d) .. (d) Running allowances under 

the rules applicable to locomo¬ 
tive running staff. 

Grade II • • • • Rs* 17—18 (d). 

Grade III .. •. Rs. 16—10 (d). 
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Monthly Axwwancb paid to the Travelling Ticket Inspectors on the 

East Indian Railway, 

44. *Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya : Will the Honourable 
Member in charge of the Railways be pleased to state if the travelling 
inspectors of A and B grades under Mody-Ward system on the Eart 
Indian Railway, are paid any monthly allowance t If so will he be 
pleased to state the amount 1 If not, why not f ’ 

Mr. P. R. Bau : I would refer the Honourable Member to the in- 
lormation laid on the table of the ilou.s(> in reply to part (c) of queslion 
No. 307 asked by Dr. N. B. Khare on the 0th April, lOoj. 

Purchase of Scales by the Railways. 

4.5. *Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya : (a) Will Government 
be pleased to state whether weigh-bridge scales are purchased by the 
Railways or by the State 1 

(b) Is it a fact that T. Avery’s scales are generally preferred by 
State Railways to B. W. Gompany and that the latter are cheaper than 
the former by not less than Bs. 500 ? 

(c) If the answer to part (b) be in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state the reason for the preference t 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state the number of Avery’s 
scales purchased during the last five years and the rate at which they were 
purchased t 

(e) Will Government be pleased to state if the weigh-bridge scales 
are purchased by calling regular tenders from suppliers, and if so, whose 
tenders were lowest during all these years t 

(/) Are Government aware of the fact that B. W. Company’s weigh¬ 
bridge scales are purchased by almost all the factories in India for their 
cheapness and durability t 

(ff) Do Government propose to stop the purchase of Avery’s scales 
in future, and start purchasing B. W. Company’s scales ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : (a) Prior to the 29th January, 1935, Slate-managed 
Railways purchased their requirements of weigh-bridges and weighing 
machines directly. From that date such purchases are being made 
through the Indian Stores Department. 

(6) and (r). Avery’s scales have been in use on Indian Railways 
for many years past and have, I understand, proved generally .sati.sfac- 
tory. There is no question, however, of giving a preference to this 
Company over others since the purchase is decided on quality and price. 
I understand the B. W. Scales Company, which has apparently started 
operations quite recently, have not yet tendered for raihvay require¬ 
ments. If they do, I am sure, the Indian Stores Department will give 
them the same consideration as other tenderers. 

(d) The information is not readily available. 

(e) Weigh-bridges and scales have in the past been chiefly pw- 
chased by calling for tendon's. In certain instances when a special 
type of maidline of a proprietary nature has been required the single 
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tender system of purchase has been adopted. Tenders will in future 
be called for by the Indian Stores Department. Government have no 
information regarding the lowest tenders during the last five years. 

(/) No. 

(g) Government propose to purchase from the most suitable 
tenderer. 

Prof. N. O. Ranga : Have Government ever tried to ascertain 
whether the B. W. Company’s scales are cheaper than the Avery’s 
scales 1 

Mr. P. B. Rau ; That will be easily found out when the tenders 
are received. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra : Do I understand the Honourable 
Member to say that the Avery’s scales are the very best ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : No. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra : Has the Honourable Member ever 
tried to ascertain whether equally good weigh-bridges can be hod at 
lower prices f 

Mr. P. R. Rau : I have never said that the Avery’s scales are the 
very best. I have said that they have been in use on Indian Railways 
for many years past and they have proved generally satisfactory. I 
have also said that there is no question of giving preference to this 
Company over others since the purchase is decided on quality and 
price. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra : Why did not the Government think 
it desirable to call for tenders to see if equally good scales can be had 
elsewhere at a lesser price ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : Open tenders will be called for by the Indian 
Stores Department in future. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : Have Government tried to make experiments 
with B, W. Company’s scales and find out whether they are just as 
good as Avery’s scales ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : I must leave that to the Indian Stores Department. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : Is it not the duty of the Indian Stores De¬ 
partment simply to sell the scales to tlie Indian Railways t 

Mr President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Honour¬ 
able Member has given an answer. 

Differential Treatment in re-employing the Discharged Ticket 
Checking Staff on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 

40. ’’ Mr. Amarendra Nath Ghattopadhyaya : (a) Will Goveimment 
be pleased to state if it is a fact that in the year 1928 when transferring 
the Ticket Checking Staff from the control of the Audit Department to 
that of the Traffic Department on the Eastern Bengal Railway, all the 
staff of the Ticket Checking Department were medically Examined as to 
their fitness in Class “ A ” t . 

(h) If so, will Govemmmit be pleased to state how many of them 
were passed in Class “ A ” and how many in Class “ B f 
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(c; Will Oovemment be pleased^to state if it is a fact that some of 
the Travelling Ticket Collectors failed to pass in Class “ A ” but passed 
in Class “ It ” t 

id) If so, will Government be pleased to state if it is a fact that some 
of them who passed in Class “ B ” were discharged and 8ubsequentl7 
absorbed as Ticket Collectors in the Traffic Department, and some were 
taken back to the Ticket Cheeking Department without break of service t 

(c) Tf so, will Government be pleased to state why differential treat¬ 
ment was meted out to the few who were discharged and subsequently 
taken back as new recruits t 

if) Will Government be pleased to state if it is a fact that for the 
sake of economy, the representation like that of the other fortunate men, 
was rejected 1 

Mr. P. B. Ban : (a) Yes. 

(6) They were oxamiTieil only In ‘ A * as that was the 

minimum standard laid down at the time for ticket checking staff. 
158 passed. 

(c) Those who failed to pass in Class ‘ A * were not at that time 
tested in Class ‘ B \ 

(d) and (e). If my Honourable friend means that while some of 
those who failed to pass in Class ‘ A ’ and were subsequently re¬ 
appointed were treated as re-appointed after a break in service, the 
rest were taken back without a break, lh<' reply is in tlie nejralive. 
All were treated a.s re-appointed after a break in service. 

(/) Does not arise. 

Detachment of British Troops stationed in certain Bikrampur Villages 

IN Daci^a. 

47. *Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya : (a) Are Government 
aware of the facts that two detachments of British troops have been 
stationed in parts of Bikrampur (Mnnslii^anj area) in the district of 
Dacca ? 

(/)) Are. Government aware of the fact that a detachment of the Bed¬ 
fordshire and ITartfordshire Kegimeiit wa, stationed in Biki*ainpur in 
September last and that thev remained there till the end of February, 
1935 ? 

(c) Are' Goveriinieni aware of the fact that the above detachments 
were divided into seven batches, and as many as seven military camps were 
set up at the following villages, namely, Taltala, Arial, Bhagyakul, 
Abdullapur, Baherak, Bahar and Ilashara ? 

(d) Are Government aware that tlie soldiers placed in the above 
places were advised to mtove about freely in the villages at all hours of the 
day and even late at night and that they thereby caused difficulty and 
inconA^enience to tho women of the villages in going about for drawing 
water and buying food in the market and attending Ptejahs in the temples f 

(e) Ts it not a fact that the soldiers used to enter the houses of the 
local people without asking for permission of the owners ? 

LiesiiAD » 
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(/) Is it not a fact that the soldiers used to cut down trees for fuel 
without waiting for the consent of the owners of the trees ? 

{g) Is it not a fact that these detachments were stationed in the 
villages where the population is predominantly Hindus and that cows 
were daily slaughtered in the slaughter house to supply them with beef t 

(h) If the answer to part (g) be in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state if they are aware that this atfected the susceptibilities 
of the Hindu population of the locality f 

(t) Is it not a fact that troops visit the houses of llic young men 
under restraint order (siinsol and curfew order) and rouse them up from 
sleep more than once the same night and create a row thereby by knocking 
at the doors and beating the corrugated-sheet roofs and disturb the peace 
of the household and tlie locality ? 

(j) Are Govorniiient aware that the soldiers killed a large number of 
watch-dogs in the villages to the great inconvenience of the people ? 

(k) Is it a fact that in spite of the prohibitory orders of Government 
on the young men regarding the movement in the stieels betwei'ii sunset 
and sunrise, the soldiers forced them to acewnpany tliem to be left at 
some distant out-of-the-way place in the darkness and shift for themselves 
as best as they could f 

(/) Is it a fact that detachments are placed in the interior of the 
villages to put down terrorism ? If so, will Government be pleaaed to 
state if there were any acts of terrorism in Bikrampur during the last five 
years, and when the last act of terrorism took place there ? 

(m) Will Government be pleased to state if they have considered 
whether any further stationing of troops is required" undee the present 
peaceful situation there ? If so, are Government prepared to withdraw 
the regiments from these places and restore normal conditions there without 
delay ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : 0;), (ft) and (c). DeLaehmonts 
of the 1st Battalion of the Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regiment 
were in Camp in the Munshiganj Sub-Division from the 7th December, 
1934, to the 9th March, 1935. There were at no one time more than 
eight separate camps, situated at h^irsail, Abdullapur, Behali. llasara, 
Telirbag, Baharak, Arial, Munshiganj and Bhagyakul ; the last camp 
was occupied only for a very short time. 

(d) No. Troops were permitted to use the open country but 
resort to populated areas, tanks and places used by women for bathing 
was expressly prohibited, and no soldier was permitted to leave camp 
between sunset and sunrise, except on duty. Orders to (*p' ui*(* res])eet 
for the convenience aiid suseepiibilities of the inhahilafits w 'T’o made 
in consultation with Union Boards and no complaints of the molestation 
of women have been received. 

(e) and (/). The allegations made are untrue. Government have 
received no such compl«Tints and are satisfied that none were ever made. 

((/) and (A^). Shelters for the slaughter of cattle were constructed 
in consultation with Cricle Officers and Presidents of Union Boards. 
No such shelter was built on land belonging to a Ilindn and every 
shelter was constructed so as not to give olTence. No complaint regard- 
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iiifT the slaughter of cattle or the position of these shellers was 
received. 

(i) It was necessary on occasions for combined patrols of police 

«nd military to visit persons living under orders of restriction. 

(j) No dogs were killed in any village. In one or two camps a 
few stray dogs were killed but only after the wishes of tlie local 
inhabitants had been asetTtained. The action called fortli the grati- 
liide of tile villagers in the neighbourhood. 

(k) The allegation is entirely unfounded. On the contrary, some 
^oung men under lestriclion volunteered to guide patrols at night. In 
some instances their help was invited. 

(/) No less than 17 terrorist crimes .including three murders and 
three attempted murders were committed between 29lh August, 1930 
and 8th May, 1934, either in Munshiganj Sub-division, or by persons 
belonging to that sub-division. 

(m) Troops will be withdrawn as soon as the necessity for their 
])reseiice disappears. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra : I could not hear the answer to 
])art (/r) of the question. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Graik : The allegation is entirely un¬ 
founded. On the contrary, some young men under restriction volun¬ 
teered to guide patrols at night. In some instances their help was 
invited. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know if, after the receipt of tlicse 
questions, (Joveniment made any enquiries, and, if so, of whom and in 
what manner ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : AVe enquired of the Go\t*rnment 
of Bengal. 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : With reference to the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber’s answer to part (i) ot the qiieslioii, may 1 know when the last terrorist 
outrage Avas committed 1 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : In the Munsliiganj sub-division, 
the last terrorist outrage was eorumilled on the 14th September, 1!)32, 
iind by the inhabitants uf the A1 up.shiganj sub-d I vision the last terrorist 
outrage was committed on the 8th May, 1934. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : Knowing the character of 
soldiers as the Ilononrahle Me]u])er does, does he believe the statement of 
the (Jovernment of Bengal that the posting of this regiment there lias 
not caused any ineonv(Miience to the people of the locality ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Graik : Knowing the character of the 
soldiers and having referred to the Government of Bengal, I am of 
npiiiion that, so far from eansiinr any ineonveniemm to the inhabitants 
of the locality, the preKsence of the troops was of great material benefit to, 
and was welcomed by, the inhabitants. (CHcft of “ Oh, oh ! ” from 
Congress Party Benches and “ Hear, hear ” from Government Benches.) 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : The Honourable Member has said that he has 
received no complaints. But would he kindly inform the House if there 
are any avenues open for making complaints in the face of the existing 

L168LAD b2 
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law ? Are not papers prohibited from publishing any complaints ' 
Are not people terrorised if they make any complaints ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik ; Tlie Honourable Member seems 
to be indulging in a specen. M> infoimation is entirely diJVereni 
from his. 


Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar : Wlial are the grounds to; 
saying that tlie troops were welcomed ? 


The Honourable Sir Henry Graik : That is the inionnarion su])i)lied 
to me by the (llovornment oi Bengal' 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Are not newspapers in Beno-ii be’ug adv.scd 
by a special officer not to publish any such accounts ? 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena :*Did the Honourable Member make any 
enquiries of the Member of the Assembly representing tliat district ! 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : No. 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : Will he make an enquiry of him now ? 

The Honour able Sir Henry Craik : No. 

Seth Govind D'as : As Iho lloiionrable Member has just stated that 
no offence has heem <*oiiiniitted sniee 1934, does he consider that the 
regiment slionhl remain there even now in spite of the fact that no 
offence has been committed for a year ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : That is primarily a matter for 
the Government of Bengal. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra \ Ts the Honourable Member aware 
that there is a press officer in Bengal and rigid censorship is applied 
there and complaints against the lawlessness of the military cannot find 
a place in the papers 1 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik ; I am not aware of tliat. In any 
case, there are other avenues of making complaints besides the press. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra : Do I understand from the Honour¬ 
able Member that he is not aware that there is a press officer in the Gov¬ 
ernment of Bengal who censors all news about the activities and lawless¬ 
nesses committed by the military people in the village areas ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : There is certainly a press officer 
in Bengal. 


^ Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra : Is it not a fact that this press officer 
immediately censors all nows concerning these military people ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I am not aware of that. 

. . Lakshmi Kanta Maitra : And is it not a fact that all 

inform^ion about detenus and military people is rigidly banned by the 
press omcer m Bengal ? ^ 


1.1 Honourable Sir Abdnr Rahim) : The Honour¬ 

able Member has answered that question. 

Lai Saksena : Ts the Honourable Member aware that 
complaints were received by the convener of the committee appointed 

away by the police in 
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The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : Why should I be aware of that i 

Ifr. ^han Lai Saksena : Is the Honourable Member aware that 
complMnts were received from this very district by the convener of the 
Committee appointed by the Congress Party in this Assembly that his 
papers were left in Calcutta for being verified and that these papers 
were taken from the person with whom they were left and he was 
arrested ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : The Honourable Member was 
himself, I understand, the convener. So, he can answer the first part of 
that question himself. As regard.s the second part, all I know )^ this, 
that the person with whom these documents were left was arrested for 
connection with a terrorist conspiracy of some kind, and, in the search 
of his house, certain papers were found and the police took possession of 
them. 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : Will lliey be ret\irned to mo ? 

Mr. President fTlie Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Next question. 

Staff of the Offices of the Director of Wagons Interchange and 

Indian Railways Conference Association fransferred to Delhi, 

48. *Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya : (a) Will Government 
be pleased to state whether the original office of the Director of Wagons 
Tnterchange was located in Allahabad t 

(b) If so, will Goveniinent bo pleased to state if they are aware that 
the r(‘finoval of the said office to Delhi has proved to be convenient for 
1 he working hands in the office t 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state if the office of the Indian 
Railway (yonfer(»nce has been reinoA^ed from Agra to Delhi, and if they 
are aware that this has caused inconvenience to numerous working hands I 

(d) Is it a fact that the offices of the Director, Wagons Interchange 
and the Indian Railway Conference, have been amalgamated and re¬ 
named “ Office of the General Secretary, Indian Railways Conference 
Association f 

(e) Will Government be ])lcased to state if the proposal of the 
removal of the office to Delhi was made by Mr. C. V. Bliss, General Secre¬ 
tary of the Indian Railways Conference Association, in 1930 and was 
'j’iven effect to against the vote of the majority of membep present, and 
against vehement protests from various Railway companies ? 

(/) Is it a fact that the majority of the staff were locally appointed 
men, having their dwelling houses in the station of their ap])o:ntment ? 

(g) Will Government be pleased to state if any extra allowance has 
been granted to the staff on their removal to Delhi, where they have to 
pay house-rent and other extra expenses ? 

(h) Will Government be pleased to state if any sort of allowance in 
the shape of house allowance, increment in pav and other necessa^ 
expenses for removal, has been granted to this staff as is customary wit 
other offices t 

(i) Is it a fact that the staff is given a meagre salary—Rs. 60 beinc 
the maximum t 
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(j) Is it a fact that living at Delhi is more costly than at Allahabad, 
and will Government be pleased to state if they are aware that in conse¬ 
quence of this shifting and of there being no increase in their pay or no 
grant of any allowance in any shape, these poor people in the department 
are hit hard 1 

(k) Will Government be pleased to state how many representations 
were made by the aggrieved staflF to the General Secretary for the redress 
of their grievances and why they liave not received any consideration ? 

(l) Is it a fact that the officers getting fat salaries get house allow¬ 
ance also, while clerks drawing small salaries get no such allowance ? 

(m) Ls it a fact that most of the clerks who have been shifted from 
Allahabad and Agra are suffering from malaria and other epidemics in 

{Delhi, and are Government aware that this has added to their expenses 
on account of extra medical help f 

(n) Are Government aware that these clerks have to suffer from 
pay-cuts which, along with their poor income, do not enable them to make 
both ends meet 1 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a), ib) and (c). Both the offices mentioned were 
transferred to Delhi in 19IU). Some complaints that this transfer has 
caused ineoTivenienee to the staff have been received. 

(//•) Yes. 

(e) No, The Association decided on the transfer of headquarters 
in 1927. 

(/) The staff have been recruited from railways and locally at the 
headquarters of the Association. 

(g) Government have been informed that prior to and in view of 
the proposed transfer of the headquarters of the Association from 
Allahabad to Delhi the scales of pay of the staff were revised and a 
considerable increase was made in the maximum rates of pay. particu¬ 
larly in the lower grades. 

(h) At the time of the transfer, an advance (recoverable in instal¬ 
ments) of two months pay (which was extended to four months’ pay 
in speeial eases) was granted to the staff in addition to the travelling 
concessions usually admissible. 

(i) Rs. 60 is only the maximum of the lowest grade of the subordi¬ 
nate staff 

(j) T am unable to verify these statements. 

(k) I understand that since the transfer to Delhi, eleven complaints 
have been received from the staff from time to time and have received 
the consideration of the Association. 

(l) Two of the junior officers of the Association were granted a fixed 
personal allowance. 

(m) Government have no information. 

(n) The emergency cut in pay was imposed on the staff of the 
Association in the same way as on railway employees generally and 
has been withdrawn similarly. 
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Non-ObserVance of certain Holidays in the Office of the Indian 
Railways Conference Association, Delhi. 

49. *Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya : Is it a fact that 
the office of the Indian Railways Conference Association, Delhi, is kept 
open even on HoU and Dewali festival days of Hindus, and their leligious 
susceptibilities are not resi)ected by the authorities concerned ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : With your permission, Sir, I propose to deal with 
questions Nos. 4J) and oU together. The Indian ivaiiways ConiVrcnce 
Association is an autonomous body, not uiu^n- the control of Covern- 
mcnt ill these matt(TS, and the Fiindaniental Itiilcs and other similar 
orders relating to Covernment servants do not apiily to them. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra : What are the rules which govern 
these railway associations in tlu* matter of leave, and so on. 

Mr. P. R. Rau : They have th. ir own rules. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : Who finances these railway conference associa¬ 
tions ? 

Mr, P. R. Rau : It is financed by contributions from the members 
of the Association. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask whetlKu* the members pay from their 
personal salaries or from the different railways. 

Mr. P. R. Rau : Tiie nnmibers are ilie railways coneerned. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May 1 ask v/hetlier (lovernmcnt cannot have any 
control over tins eonf(‘rene^ in tl»‘s matter ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (lovernment do not jn’opose to have any control 
over the minor doniostie affairs of tins association. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May 1 ask, when llic Government of India spend 
the whole amount of money for this purpose, why they should not control 
the association in the matter of securing fair condition:’ for the 
employees ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : The Honourable Member seems to bo under a mis¬ 
apprehension. This is not a branch of the (lovernim'ut. There are a 
number of railways that arc members of the association who have nothing 
to do with Government. 

Non-Observance of Fundamental Rules in the Office of the Indian 
Railways Conference Association, Delhi. 

fSO. *Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya : (a) Is it a fact that 
Fundamental Rules are not strictly observed in the office of the Indian 
Railways Conference Association, Delhi t 

(&) Is it a fact that the clerks do not get facilities for leave also t 

Removal of the Office of the Indian Railways Conference Association 

to Allahabad. 

51 . ♦Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya ; (a) Will Government 
ilbe pleased to ptate if the Railway Board propose to purchase the Seone- 


tFer caifwer to this question, see answer to question No.' 49. 
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tariat building at Allahabad, which will fall vacant on the removal of the 
secretariat to Lucknow t 

(b) If BO, will Government be pleased to state if the office of the 
Bailways Conference Association will be removed from Delhi to Allahabad 
again t 

Mr. P. K. Eau : {a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Becbuitment op Temporary Assistant Executive Engineers on the 

Eastern Bengal Railway. 

52. *Mi'. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyasra : (a) Will Government 

be pleased to state if it is a fact that two temporary Assistant Executive 
Engineers are going to be appointed on the Eastern Bengal Railway 
during the year 1935-36 ? 

(b) If so, will Government be pleased to state if it is a fact that 
there are a large number of Sub-Engineers on the Eastern Bengal Rail¬ 
way, who have been acting for a long time as Sub-Divisional Officers f 

(c) If so, will Government be pleased to state if the Eastern Bengal 
Railway Administration is going to promote them to the newly created 
posts of Assistant Executive Engineers, or to recruit direct from out¬ 
siders 1 

Mr. P. R. Rau ; (<i) The Government are not aware of such a pro¬ 
posal. 

(b) Three Sub-Engineers have officiated from time to time as Sub- 
Divisional Officers. 

(c) In filling any vacancies that may occur in the Lower Gazetted 
Service of the Eastern Bengal Railway, I have no doubt the Administra¬ 
tion will consider the claims of Sub-Engineers along with those of 
others. 

Filling up op the Posts op Sub-Divisional Oppioers on the Eastern 

Bengal Railway. 

53. *Mr. Amuendra Nath Chattopadhyaya : Will Government 
he pleased to state if it is a fact that the cases of Sub-Engineers were not 
considered in filling up the posts of Sub-Divisional Officers in the Engineer¬ 
ing Department of the Eastern Bengal Railway ? If so, why f 

Mr. P. R. Rau : With your permission. Sir, I propose to reply to 
questions Nos. 53 and 54 together. 

Government have no information, but are making enquiries and 
will lay a mply on the table in due course. 

Filling up op the Posts op Sub-Divisional Oppicers on the Eastern 

Bengal Railway. 

t54. *Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya: Are Government 
aware that on the Eastern Bengal Railway, men from the rank of Per- 
manent W ay Inspectors have been promoted to the posts of Sub-Divisional 

•For answer to this question, answer to question Ne. 68. 
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Officer f Had they any practical knowledge in roads and building 
construction or had they received any education from an Engineering 
College f If not, why were they so promoted 1 

Non-Filling up op Vacancies in the Engineering Department op the 

Eastern Bengal Railway. 

55. *Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya : (a) Will Government 
be pleased to state if it is a fact that Uk* ministerial stall! of the En¬ 
gineering Department on the Eastern Bengal Railway submitted a 
representation to the Chief Engineer, Easiern Bengal Railway, complain¬ 
ing that the existing vacancies in the Department were not filled up for 
a long time t 

(b) Tf so, will Government be pleased to state what action has been 
taken on the representation ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) Yes. 

(6) The vacancies have been filled. 

Vending Contracts on the East Indian Railway. 

55. *Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya : (a) Will Government 
he pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the names of the 
contractors who were allowed to vend all sorts of food-stntfs, stationeries, 
toys and fruits, drinks and tea, and other miscellaneous ai’ticles up to the 
31st March, 1934, on the East Indian Railway np to Dinapore Division 
and the loopline up to Kiul ? 

(6) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table the complaints 
received from the passengers against supply of articles of food, drinks, 
such as tea, (?) as to quality of food-stuff, or (n) quality of other things 
sold at the Railway stations, (in) ])rices of food-stuff and drink, 
(tv) behaviour of vendors, (v) acts of dishonesty on the part of vendors, 
and (vi) indifference on the part of contractors or any negligence on 
their part for which passengers suffer ? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a co])y of the 
agreement between the R-ailway Company, and the contractors, who were 
allowed to arrange for vending on platform up to the 31st March, 1934, 
iji the above two divisions ? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
the contractors who were supplying food-stuff and drinks and other 
articles have been given notice of the termination of their contract ? If 
so, why f 

(e) Will Government be pleased to state if it is a fact that one, 
Ballavdas Issardas, has been given contract for vending all sorts of things 
and food-stuff for Hindus and Mnssalmans under the new agreement 
since 1934 f 

(/) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a true copy of 
the aforesaid agreement f 
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{g) Will Government be pleased to state if there are any complaints 
against the vendors of all these things, such as food>stuifs, <lrink and 
other articles regarding (i) price, (ii) conduct of vendors, or {ivi) dis¬ 
honesty on the part of vendors, under the present system of contract in 
Howrah and Dinapore Divisions ? 

(A) Will Government be pleased to state if the contractors who 
catered up to the 31st March, 1934, belonged to the retired IJailway 
Staff ? 

{%) Will Government be pleased to state, if by giving a monopoly of 
this vending on Railway platforms in the Howrah Division, i.c., up to 
eTamalpore (East Indian Railway) to Ballavdas, several contractors have 
been thrown out of employment t If so, why has this been done and how 
many men have been thrown out of employment and deprived of their 
income 1 

Mr. P. R. Rau : T assume that Ihe Honourable Mtunber's question 
refers to the Howrah and Dinapore Divisions. If this is correct, 

(а) On the Howrah Division, petty vendors were displaced in 1932 
by an area contractor, i.e., Messrs. Ballavdas Issardas at stations Bandel 
to Syaria, and Burdwan to Jamalpur, including the Barliarwa Bandel 
loop and branches. I am placing on the table a statement showing the 
names of those who held vending contracts during 1933-34. 

On the Dinapore Division, petty vendors were displaced by area con¬ 
tractors during the months of Mareli and April, 1934. The names of 
the vendors displaced are not readily available. 

(б) Government regret that they cannot collect the information 
required as this would involve an exhaustive investigation into past 
records. 

(c) and (/). I am placing in the Library of the House a copy of the 
agreemeni whicli was being exeeiited by petty vendors and of those 
that have been executed by Messrs. Ballavdas Issardas for contracts on 
the Howrah and Dinapore Divisions. The agreements with other area 
contractors were drawn up on similar lines. 

(d) and (i). The vendors who were displaced by area contractors 
were given notice. It was foTiiid difficult to obtain the required standard 
of cleanliness and catering with petty vendors. The number displaced 
was 97. 

(e) Messrs. Ballavdas Issardas have contracts for vending Hindu 
food-stuffs and other articles in tlie Moghalsarai and Gaya areas of the 
Dinapore Division and for vending Hindu and Muslim food-stuffs and 
other articles at the stations referred to in my reply to part (a) of this 
question, and also for a sweetmeat and tea stall at Howrah station. 

(p) The Agent states that there have been some complaints. 

(fe) Some of the petty vendors who were displaced were ax-railway 
employees. 
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Vending Abranobmbnt of Howbah Division for 1933 - 34 . 


Name of Vendor or Contractor, 

Station. 

-i 

Articles sold. 

liindu JlefreHhmcnt Room, 
prictor M. M. Das), 

(Pro- 

Howrah .. 

Indian refreshment of all kinds for 
Hindns. 

i\foh(l. Refreshment Room 
Isa [>ros.) 

(Pro. 

Do. .. 

Indian refreshment of hI! knids for 
MohamniMdaii.s. 

O. (!. Chakrabarty. (Cancelled — 
Now tak«^n over by Hallabha- 
(las Ishwardaa). 

Do. .. 

Swi‘*tme»., curr!, miP', zilabi, 
g.ila, bdusai, JaiJoo, dalpuri, 
(linked in nd) olu'ora, puri, 
liattasM, ehatoo, bhnja, itiiirki, 
Ivhani. eijiJin'ttes. 

Rallabhadas Ishwanlas 


Do. .. 

j PiseiJits, cake, tea, ete. 

Ali Hossain Khan 

•• 

i Do. 

1 

iVa, cakes, mutton, fowl ])repara- 
tron. par.ita, pherrii, bread, 
butter, bet-I and eigarettes. 

♦Saroda Prosad 


Do. .. 

Giounrl nuts, ioi.sted rice, betel, 
cigarettes and fans. 

M 'S Dutta Dros, 


Do .. 

'I'ea, f)i-«cuits, bread and butter. 

Rahamai Khan 

■■ 

Do. .. 

Tea, biscuits, cakes, cigarettes, 
biri and matches. 

N. N, Das Son. 


Do. 

l‘*rnitH, l>otcd, bin, cigar, cigarettes, 
matc'hes and punkhas. 

Ishar Singh Son 

•• 

Do. .. .. j 

PeLel, pan, cigarettes, matches, 
and fruits on platform; ! etel, 
pan, cigarettes, and matches in 
south concourse; tea, sweets, 
fruits, hotel, biri, oilcooked 
food on for .slioro pavement, the 
cab and the Lorry stand. 

Ballabhadas Ishwardas 


Howrah (Clerks* 

Tiffin Room). 

All kinds of Indian tood. 

Basanta Kumar Ohoso 


Belur 

Sweets, fruits, betel, cigarettes 
and matches. 

K. S. Banerjoo 


Daiikuni 

Betel, biri and mat(>h(\s. 

U. N. Santra .. 

•• 

Begiimpur 

Sweets, fruits, betel, cig.arettei 
and cigar. 

Sudhir Ch. Paul 

•• 

Maiiirampur 

Fruits, betel, biri and oigareites. 

N. L. Modhak 


Chandaijpur 

Sweets, fruits, betel, biri, cigarettes 
ami matches. 

K. P. Modhak 


fielmuri .. 

Betal, biri, matches and sweet 

M. N. (Ihose .. 


Mosagram 

Sweets, betel, biri, cigarettes. 
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N^anio of Vendor or Contractor. 

Station. 

Articles sold. 

J. N. Shaw 

Serampore 

Tea, coffee, fruits, betel, biri, 
cigarettes, oilcooked food. 

K. D. Chatterjee 

Sheoraphuli 

Sweets, tea, fruits, betel, cigarettes 
and punkhas. 

C. M. Banerjoe 

Do. 

Fniits, beguni, ghooghni, jhalbara, 
dalpuri, bhujia (cooked in oil), 
pan, biri, and cigarettes. 

A. C. Butta .. 

Kamarkiindu 

Sweets, fruits, betel, cigarettes 
and matches. 

K. M. Muherjee 

Do. 

Tea, biscuits, toasts, cigarettes and 
biri. 

Panchanan Das 

Ffaripal 

Fruits, betel, cigarettes and 

matches. 

S. C. Das. 

Do. .. 

Tea, breads, biscuits and cakes. 

Khcdan Shaw 

TarakoHHa** 

Betel, cigar, cigarettes and 

matches. 

Badri Shaw .. 

Do. 

Sweets, oilcooked articles, biri, 
milk, fruits and tobacco. 

Dwarka 

Bhadroswar 

Fruits, betel, cigarettes and match¬ 
es. 

Khuban Mistry 

Chandernagore 

Fruits, betel, cigarettes, biri and 
matches. 

Aghornath Ghose 

Do. 

Fruits, betel, cigar, biri, cigarettes, 
matches and punkhas. 

Jamuna 

Cliinmirah 

Fruits, sweets, betel, cigarettes, 
matches, cigar, golapi biri. 

MyS. Ballabhadas Ishwardaa 

I 

Bandel to Oyaria 
both inclusive, 
Burdwan to Jamal- 
pur both inclusive 
including BAK 

Section and Bran¬ 
ches. 

(1) Hindu and Mohamodan Re¬ 
freshment Room at Burdwan. 

(2) Tea for Hindu and Mohama- 
dan in the area. 

(3) Vending of Indian sweets, food¬ 
stuff and fruits over the area. 

(4) Sale of pan, biri and cigarettes 
over the area. 

(5) Miscellaneous articles. 


Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra ; May I ask the Honourable Member 
whether the whole question of contracts has not been hanging fire for some 
time pasl, {ind that the Honourable Member was put several questions 
during the Delhi Session, and he promised that the whole subject of 
contractors would be looked into and decided t Is the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber in a position to say when these old food-stuff vendors will be re-instated, 
without calling for tenders t 

Blr. P. E. ^n : As the House is aware, we had asked all the rail¬ 
way administrations to let us have reports on the system of vending 
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contraiitors iii each mil way tc^ether with the advice of their local advisory 
committees in this matter. I understand that the replies have since been 
received and they consist of about 398 pages. The Railway Hoard are 
considering the whole question now and will probably place the matter for 
advice before the Central Advisory Council for Railways f 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra : I hope the Honourable Member 
knows it as a fact I bat the Advisory Council of the East Indian Railway 
has decided that the contracts should be given to the old vendors f 

Mr. P. R. Ran : The views of the Advisory Committee members are 
very divergent. 

Pandit Tiftlrahnii ELanta Maitra : The majority favour the re-instate¬ 
ment of the men who have been displaced t 

Mr. P. R. Ran : I am afraid I cannot verify that statement. 

Pandit Ijakshmi Kanta Maitra : Will the Honourable Member take 
pains to verify vvlicilicr it is a fact or not that the majority of the mem¬ 
bers of the Advisory Council of the East Indian Railway had decided that 
the old contracts should be let out to the old people now displaced ‘i 

Mr. P. R. Ran : rortaiiily, Sir, all Iho vu‘Ws exprossod by members 
of these local Advisory Committees will be taken into consideration when 
the question is beinff decided. 

Pandit Iiokshmi Kanta Maitra: Ami 1 uii sure the Honourable 
Member realises that the travelling public as well as the contractiirs and 
vendors are cojuicriicd in this matter, that there is a keen feeling over it, 
and that the matter is not a very light one ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : I quite realise, Sir, that h keen feeling exists among 
the displaced vendors, but I am not aware that such a keen feeling exists 
among the travelling public. (Laughter.) 

Allegations against one Ballavdas IssardavS, Vending Contractor for 
Railway Stations from Howrah to Bandbl. 

57. *Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya : (a) Will Government 
be pleased to state whether there were any complaints against those con¬ 
tractors who had been supplying tea and confectionary for the past 18 
years to the public and passengers at stations from Howrah, East Indian 
Railway, up to Bandel ? If not, why has the contract for the same area 
now been given to one Ballavdas Issardas t 

(&) Is it a fact that the old contractors, Messrs Diitta Brothers, had 
been catering tea and confectionaries all these years and had to invest 
several thousand rupees in this business f 

(c) Did they ii(»t approach the Railway authority with their petition 
to the Divisional Superintendent, Howrah, on the 24th July, 1934 t 

(d) Did the Agent receive the application ? If so, what action did 
he take thereon, and what was his reply ? 

(e) Was the price of tea and confectionaries, supplied by Messrs. 
Dutta Brothers, high and quality of tea and confectionarie.s bad ? 

(/) Did Government get any complaints from the passengers or pub 
lie agaiimt Messrs. Dutta Brothers f 
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(^) Is it a fact that the District Medical OflSeer, Qaya, after receiv¬ 
ing several complaints against food-stuif, specimens of which were sup¬ 
plied to him for examination by the Assistant Station Master, C. Blanchette, 
on the lOth August, 1934, reported that the sweet-meats sent for examina¬ 
tion were not fit for human consumption t 

(ft) Is it not a fact that in spite of the assurance from the manager 
of the contractor, Ballavdas Issardas, sweet-meats taken for examination 
on the 25th August, 1934, by the same Medical Officer, were declared to be 
unfit for use ? 

(i) Is it a fact tliat Ihc same Medical Officer slated that the vendors 
of BaJlavdas Issardas and others' managers were persistently ignoring the 
warning of the station staff and Medical Department, and that some sort 
of adequate action is necessary to bring to their notice that this will not 
be allowed to be a cause of an out-break of cholera in their colonv which 
had up to that time practically escaped it, vide minute sheet No. lfj(Lab.)| 

2 of the 28th February, 1935 ? 

(j) Will Government be pleased to state Avhether the same Medical 
Officer gave a bad report on milk supply in his minute sheet No. lf|(Lab.)| 

3 of the 7th September, 1934 ? 

(k) Will Government be pleased to state if the same Medical Officer 
complained against vendors in his minute sheet No. lf|(Lab.)|2 of the 
nth September, 1934 ? 

(Z) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the 
complaints against the vendor of the said contractor, Ballavdas Issardas, 
by the crew staff*, the Government Railway Police, Gaya, as contained in 
<heir diaries, D. S. Office and public t 

(m) Will Government be pleased to state what steps have been taken 
against the vendors and the contractor on account of such complaints ? 

(n) Will Government be pleased to state what steps have been taken 
to redress the grievances and complaints regarding deterioration in 
quality, and enhancement of price, of food-stuff sui)p]ied by the present 
contractor, on the com[)laints by Mr. C. Pandit, General Manager, 
Bank of Behar ? 

(o) Is it not a fact that four of the Indian Members out of the six 
of the Railway Advisory Committee were of the opinion that the present 
system of contract should be abolished and licence should be granted to 
different vendors under different contractors, as was the arrangement 
previously, and that the licence for refreshments for Hindus should be 
given to Hindus and for refreshments for Muslims to Muslims ? 

(p) Ts it not a fact that the Railway Advisory Committee recom¬ 
mended that one man should not be given the licence for several stations, 
v)r several articles ? 

(q) Will Government be pleased to state why in spite of such com- 
pkdiits against Ballavdas and Issardas, the Railway authorities are allow^- 
ing their contract to continue ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : (a) The Agent states that there were frequent 
complaints. Messrs. Ballavdas Issardas have, however, not been given 
the contracts for this section. 
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(b) Messrs. Dutta Brothers have been contractors for tea, etc., at 
Howrah station since July, 1917, and still hold the contract. The 
Administration have no information as regards the amount invested by 
the contractors in this business. 

(c) and (d). The Agent states that there is no trace of any such 
petition. 

(e) TIkj prices were fixed by the Administration who do not consider 
that Ihej were liigh, and are not able to trace any complaints. 

(f) No. 

ig) to (ft). Yes. 

(/) No complaints by the crew’^ slatf can he traced, bul the Agenl has 
sent me a copy ot the correspondence with the Government Kailway Tolice 
v/hicli I can show to tlie Honourable Member at any time convenient to 
him. 


( hi ) No action was taken at tin* outset, as, in the opinion ol* the 
Agent, it was desirable to give the Area Contractors an opportunity to 
settle down to their work. It was also considered likely that most, of 
the complaints \vei*e being engineered at the instance of those vendors who 
liad been displaced. Government arc informed, hoAvever, that when 
complaints were substantiated, punisliments were inflicted. 

(h) Two complaints were made by Mr. Pandit, and in both cases 
punishments W'cre inflicted. 

(o) to ( 9 ). I am placing on the table aji extniet from the minutes 
of tlie discussion on this subject which look place at a meeting of the 
Calcutta Advisory Committee on the 24th November, 19r‘J3, where it is 
stated that the meeting agreed generally with the proposed policy of the 
admiuisti’ation. 


Single contract for refreshments and other articles at stations ; 

Maulvi Abiil Kasem had complained that the system of granting the monopoly 
on a division for the sale of refreshments and other articles at stations was unsatis¬ 
factory and furthermore, it was objectionable to give the Mohammedan Ucd’reshment 
llooms to a Hindu for management. Tt was explained to the meeting that it was 
proposed to continue to grant extended eontriiets but to :i much more limited extent 
tlian has been done on the Howrah Division. It was proposed that the contract would 
be for all sales at a large station and would include an area of .say 2o to 30 miles from 
this station, and stations wouUl have separate Hindu and Mohainniedan food vendors. 

The Chairman further explained that the Administration w'as not in favour of 
throwing such contracts open to tender. It was, however, agreed that aiiplicatioiis 
should be called for by the Divisional Superintendent so as to ensure that all suitable 
fontnietors were given the opportunity of being able to apply for such contracts. The 
meeting agreed generally with the proposed jiolicy of the Administration. 


Prof. N. O. Ranga ; When reviewing this whole question of the 
f-iile of food-stnfF,s, A\'ill Government consider the advisability of selling 
these food-stutfs through their own railway authorities ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : I do not think, Sir, that that is really a thing which- 
will be financially in the interests of the railways. 
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Sub-Lbttiixg of Vending Contracts on the East Indian Railway. 

58. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhjraja : (a) Is it a fact that 
it is stated in the agreement of the vending contract for food and other 
stuff at Railway stations that the contractors cannot sublet their contracts 1 
If so, will Government be pleased to state if the following persons are sub« 
contractors at the stations standing against their names : 


Station. 

Contractors. 

Moghalsarai 

Mangal Chand, Hanumau, 

Mangroo, Mahadeo ; 

Duxar 

.. Thakon, Chauroo, Babuameah, 

Ghakan ; 

Behea 

.. Dasrath ; 

Arrah 

.. Dhopuaran ; 

Dinapore 

.. Mangal, Bansi and others ; 

Patna Junction 

.. Dhoonmoou, N'alhiini, Mangal, 

Yusuf, Habib Omar Meah ; 

Kiul 

.. Baijnatli. Ghasita, Girdhari, Jugal, 
Paiidar Iiosan ; 

Jhajha 

.. liaijnath Shew ; 

Jehanabad 

.. Khedaran and others ; 

Gaya 

.. Lahoii, Souiaroo and others; 

Palmergunge 

.. Bishnii ; 

Rafigunge 

.. Dewa ; and 

Sasaram 

.. itaghuiiaiidaii t 

(b) Was Mr. Pandey’s 

conlracl cancelled on the grounds of giving 


subcontract at Kiul Junction in the Dinapore Division, East Indian Rail¬ 
way, on the report of Mr. Stoon, I). I., in 191)0 ? 

((*) Is it a fact that previously a contractor’s term could be termi¬ 
nated at a month’s notice, anil that it requires six months’ notice at pre¬ 
sent 1 It so, will Government state the reasons for this privilege 1 

(d) Is giving sub-contract a condition for the termination of con- 
Tract V If so, is it not necessary that the agreement of the contractor, 
who has given sub-contract, should be terminated without any notice ? 

(e) Is it not a fact that sub-letting by the contractor Ballavdas 
Issardas, has been proved beyond any shadow of doubt ? If so, do Gov¬ 
ernment pi'opose to take immediate steps to terminate the contract of 
Ballavdas Issardas and revert to the former practice in the matter of 
giving out contracts ? 

(/) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table the opinions and 
statements of the Agent of the East Indian Railway on the petitions made 
by the old contractors and on complaints made by the passengers and also 
by the public and the Medical Officers ? 

(g) Will Government be pleased to state who was Mr. Marriiot who 
made all these new arrangements for contracts ? 
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(h) Is it a fact that he is going to be the Divisional Superintendent 
at Allahabad and, simultaneously with his appointment at Allahabad, it 
is rumoured that the same policy of giving out contracts monopoly is in 
contemplation ? If so, do Government propose to take steps to stop such 
an evil process f 

BIr. P. R. Rau : (a) The reply to the first part is in the affirmative. 
As regards Ihe second part, enquiries are being made. 

(b) Yes, on the report of a Transportation Inspector in 1927. 

(c) Yes, as it is considered desirable where considerable capital is 
involved and elaborate arrangements made at a large number of stations 
that the contractors should have reasonable notice to enable I hem to 
liquidate their stock-in-trade, fittings, etc. 

(d) The reply to the first portion is in the affirmative. As regards 
the second, discretion vests in the Administration. 

(c) The Administration state that they have no evidence to show 
that Messrs. Ballavdas Issardas have sub-let their contract. Prices are 
fixed in consullatioii witli the local civil authorities. Government see 
no reason to jjjicrfen with the Administration’s discretion in Ibis 
matter. 

(/) Goveiiiinent are not prepared to call for opinions or statements 
recorded on their offieo files by administrative officers on raihvciys. 

({/) and (h), Mr. Marriot was formerly Divisional Superintendent 
at Dinapore and is now Divisional Superintendent at Allahabad. Gov¬ 
ernment liave no knowledge of the I’umour referred to. 

Prof. N. G, Ranga : Have Government made experiments anywhi-re 
on their railways to ascertain whether it is not in the financial iutfcrcsts 
of the railways that a departmental supply of food-stuffs should be 
made ? 

Mr. P. R. Rail : Sir, the business of the railways is transport, and 
not providing refi’eshments. (Laughter.) 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : Sir, is it not part of that transport business 
that a supply of food-stuffs also should be made ? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Order, order. 
The ll()noiira])le Mejober cannot discuss the details of the railway 
administral ion. 

Setting ur of Committees to watch the Fluctuations in the Prices of 

Articles of Fooj) ^^nd Purity of them on Railway Stations. 

59. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya : Are Government 

prepared to set up different committees of five or seven members consist¬ 
ing of local public and the Railway Station Masters, Superintendents and 
Medical Advisers, at all big stations lo constantly watch the fluctuations in 
the prices of the articles and purity thereof, and see that the individual 
contractors do not create difficulties in the supply of food, drink and 
other articles to tlie passengers f 

Mr. P. R. Rau ; The suggestion is under consideration. 

Iil68I/AD 
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Facilities given to the New Vending Contractors at Railway Stations 
ON THE East Indian Railway. 

60. *Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya ; {a) Is it a fact that 
new vending contractors at railway stations on the East Indian Jlailway 
aie given piisses of all classes, while old contractors were never allowed any 
such concession ? If so, why ? 

(6) What is the amount the new contractors pay to tiu* Kaiiuay on 
account of the contract ? Is it higher than the old rate f 

(c) Is it a fact that the new contractors have not got to pay any 
fi'eight on their luggage of food-sinffs carried from station to station ? 
If so, why ? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state the difference in incomes 
derived under the new system of contracts and the old system ? 

(e) Is it a fact that the new contract agreement has expired on the 
31st March, 1935 ? Do Government propose to discontinue it ? If not, 
are Government prepared to terminate the contract by a month’s notice 
and invite fi’csh tenders of the old contractors and start again the old 

Mr. P. R. Rau : {a) The Agent explains that Area Contractors are 
given pa-sscs, as lliey have to supervise catering arrangements at a num- 
ber of stations wiiliin the areas allotted to them. 

(/;) (^o^ci‘7imenr are informed that no licence fee is paid, hut if 
hawkers are employed hawking fees, which vary at different places, are 
paid. 

(r) A certain miinbei- of passes are allowed fr>r the carriagi* of Ixtna 
fide provisions wirhin a specified weight limit. 1 am obtaining From the 
Agent, East Indian Railway, particulars of what these limits arc, and 
am enquiripLr vdiy it has been considered desira])le to issue such passes. 

{(J) The in formation is being obtained. 

(e) Contracts were entered into on different dates for a per^id of 
one year, and automatically continue thereafter subject to six monllis 
notice of termination. The Agent, East Indian Railway, states that tlie 
present arrangement has not been a failure and he does not propose to 
alter it at ]U’esent. 

Transfer ok Offices of the Director of Wa(;ons Tnterc’han(;e and the 
Indian Railways Conference Association to Delhi. 

61. *Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya : (a) Is it not a fact 
that the office of the Director of Wagons Interchange was located at 
Allahabad, as it was considered to be a central place and close to the 
colliery areas, apart from the consideration that the office of the Indian 
Railways Conference Association was already there ? 

(6) Is it not the fact that the Agent, Bengal Nagpur Railway, M 
well as certain Mining Associations of Bengal, put in a vehement protest 
against the move of the Indian Railways Conference Association office 
from Allahabad to Delhi, on the ground that they will be adversely 
affected by this move, and the Railway Board also discouraged the move 
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for the rea^n that, Delhi, being a thickly populated and expensive 
the stall will badly sutler for want of housing accommodation ? 


place, 


(o) Is it a fact tliat the United Froviiiecs Secretariat is to be trans¬ 
ferred from Allahabad to Lucknow sliorlly / Jf so, will there be accom¬ 
modation available at Allahabad for Indian Kailways (V)ni:erence Asso¬ 
ciation in tlie .Secretarial building ? If so, will (jlovermneni please'state 
whether tluy have considered the question that the Indian Railways 
Conference Association office may be sent back to Allaliabad, instead of 
erecting a new building for the office and quarters for the stafV in Delhi, 
and thus efl'ceting a great saving ? 


Mr. P. E. Rau : (a) When the ol'tiee was originally m-iated, it was 
decided, on ihe recommendation of the Indian Itailwfiy <'oi'Ij ren<^c 
Association that the headquarters should be ot the hc;ul(piartcrs of the 
Association. 


(ft) The Agent, Bengal Nagpur Railway, nnd the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce aflvocated the transfer of the office of the l)ire(*t(^r of 
Wag(ni Inicrcfiange to (^aleutta. They oppo^^ed the transfer of tiv‘ office 
to Delhi, but not for tlie reasons suggested. 

(r) Tlie (|ll^'^.^lotl of the loeation of tlu' headrpiarters of ‘die Avo.-ia- 
tion is one for the Association itself to decifl‘\ and Governmoni m‘c no 
reason to interfere, he fact tliat there' may be accommodatioti available 
at Allahabatl caiinol bo the sole eonsideration 


Pay of the Staff in the Office of thk Indi.xn Railways Confekfnce 

Association. 

02. '‘'Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya : Is it a fact that 
in the office of the Indian Railways (Conference Association, Delhi, lher(‘ 
is one subordinate who is getting Rs. 600 and that nearly 70 per cent, of 
the staff get a meagre salary of lls. 60 each V 

Mr. P. R. Rau ; Government are informed that the Office Superin- 
lemlent is in receipt of a salary of Rs. 600 per mensem.. 

Fifty-eight per cent, of the staff are in the grade of Rs. 39—3—60 
and 25 per cent, are in the grade of Rs. 65—5—100. 

Pay of the Staff in the Office of the Inpian Railways Conference 

Association. 

63. '‘‘Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya ; (a) Is it a fact that 
in tlie office of the Indian Railways Conference Association, Delhi, clerks 
with ten to twelve years' service at their credit are getting only Rs. 60 and 
have been blocked at the same pay for several years ? 

(6) Is it also a fact that there actually exist vacancies in the upper 
grades of that office ? If so, what is the reason for the blockade men¬ 
tioned in part (a) above ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : {a) Yes. This is inevitabile as in a small office 
chances for promotion do not ocm^* often. 

(ft) Government are informed that the clerks in the gradu 
Rs. 39—3—60 are doing work for which the maximum pay is Rs. 60 per 
mensem and that the vacancies in the Rs. 65—5—^100 grade cannot be 

L168LAD <2 
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filled until the work of the office justifies the filling of the more »espon- 
siblc posts. 

Mr. V. V. Oiri .* Sir, would Government recommend special 
allowances being grjiiited for those who are blocked in the grades 1 

Ml’. P. B. Ran : Cfovernment do not consider that this is a time for 
the grant of special allowances. 

Personal Allowance given to the Officers of the Office of the Indian 
Railways Conference Association. 

64. "^Mr. Amorendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya : Will Government 

please state why officers of the office of the Indian Railways Conference 
Association are paid house allowance, in the shape of personal allowance, 
and wliy [)Oor clerks are not paid the allowance ? 

Mr. P. Et. Ran . Tl\c officei-s have been given an allow^iiice to 
compeii'^ate tlieni IV-v the higlier rents for accommodation prevailing at 
I'lelhi. Tliei** pay was not revised when the office was moved to Delhi. 
Govcrninent uiulcrsOnul that no allowance is granted to clerks because 
cf llic fact that prior to and in view of the proposed transfer of the Ilead- 
(piarteis of the A*Mw-i.-dioii from Allahabad to Delhi, the scales of pay 
of the sid'onlim.'le s1i.fi were revi^icd and a considerable inensise was 
made in the maximum rates of pay, particularly in the lower grades. 
D]<M*ks belojiging to the local railway ofilces draAV no house allowance. 


8rAFF OK THE OmCE OF THE INDIAN RAILWAYS CoNr'bliENt i: A.SSOCTATTON, 

Dklth. 

05. "Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya : Will Government 
be pleased to lay on Uie table a list of siroonlnifite slaff of the lieadqiiarters 
office of the Indian Raihvays Conference Association at Dr‘Ihi siiowing 
their grades, present pay and date of ajipointment 1 

Mr. P. R. Rau : A copy of the seniority list of the staff has been 
kei>t in the Gibrary of the Uonse. 

Staff of the Office of the Indian Railways Conference Association, 

Delhi. 

66. ■■'‘Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya : Will Government 
be pleased to lay on the table a list, certified by tlie District Medical 
Officer, North Western Railway, Delhi, of the staff of the office of the 
Indian Railways Conference Association, Delhi, who liave been suffering 
from malaria and other epidemic diseases ever since their transfer to 
Delhi V 

Mr. P. R. Rail : No, PJir, Government do not consider that such 
.•'tati' ties are worth t]«e labour and expense involved in collecting and pub¬ 
lishing Thom in the debates of this House. 

Transfer of the Office op the Indian Raijavays Conference Association 

to Delhi. 

67. ""Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya : Will Government 
be pleased to state why the Indian Railways Conference Association was 
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moved from Allahabad to Delhi, and in what respect the Association has 
benefited since its transfer to Delhi ? ‘•wciauon nas 

I office of the Association was movc-d for 

adnnnistrative convcnirnce. Agents of Itailways have frequently lo visit 
Delhi, as the liea^kiuarlers of Government and the liailway Board and 
consequently the General Secretary of the Association, if loco led at Delhi 
is able to keep in closer personal touch with the railways. Ooosi lerablc 
savin*,^ of exi;en(liluie was also anticipated by Jiaving the Director of 
Wagon Interchange in close touch with the (Clearing Accounts Gflice 


(JuiEVANCES OP THE StAPF OP THE INDIAN KailwAws ('oNFKRENCE 

Association, Delhi. 

68. ^'Mr. Amaxendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya : Is it a fact that 
out of 32 per cent, of the staff of the Indian Railways (Junfcreiice Asso¬ 
ciation, Delhi, occupying Government quarters, the majoiity is paying 
scheduled rent which almost comes to 20 per cent, of their salaries ? If 
so, will the Member in charge of Kaih\ays he pleased lo slate it* any 
grievance in any sha])e from any of the slalf had been put in ? 11* so, 

was any action taken to redrcfss the grievance ' 

Mr. P. R. Ran • Government are iuf<u'med that 32 per eon-,, c.f the 
staff of the Indian UaiKvays (Conference Association are occupying Gov¬ 
ernment (piartvM's avd are paying under ordinary rules the scheduled rent 
wliich raiig('s Irom l.S to 12 5 per cent, of (heir salaries. Re[ire.si‘Utarfons 
have been made that tlie rent chargeable should be limited to 10 per eciit. 
of pay as for Government servants but this reconimomlatiou was not 
accepted as the stall* are not Go\ernnieni servants. 


Non-Grant op Transfer Concessions to the Staff of the Indian 
Railways Conference Association. 

69. *Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya : Is it a fact that 
the staff of the Railway Clearing Accounts Office were granted two ad¬ 
vance increments, plus two months' salary as bonus {i.e,, establishment 
breaking charges) and also expenses for shifting their luggage and family 
on their transfer from Lahore to Delhi ? If so, why were the same pri¬ 
vileges not given to the staff of the Indian Railways Conference Associa¬ 
tion, in spite of their repeated request for the sairie, in view of change 
of province and increased expenses caused by their transfer ? 

Mr. P. R Ran : The reply to the first part of the question is in the 
ntgative. An a<lvaTice of two months pay and travelling allowance were 
granted to the statV of the Railw^ay Clearing Accounts Dffice. A personal 
pay of ten per cent, to be absorbed in future increments was aNo allov/ed 
to those who elected tlie Clearing Accounts Office scales of pay. Govern¬ 
ment understand that the staff of the Indian Railways Conference Associa¬ 
tion w^ere also granted an advance of two months pay generally, and four 
months pay in special cases. They were granted, in addition, the usual 
travelling c()m*essions. 

Non-Revision of the Pay of the Indian Railways (Conference 
Association Staff. 

70. *Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya : Is it a fact that 
the grades of subordinate staff of Railway Clearing Accounts Office and 
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Divisional Superintendents^ Office, Delhi, have recently been revised dnd 
raised from Ks. 60 to Ks. 90 with etfect from 1st January, 1935, but 
nothing has been done in the ease of the Indian Railways Conference Asso¬ 
ciation staff f 

Mr. P. R. Rau : The Riiilway Clearing Accounts Office, classes III 
and II of clerks on scales Rs. 40-^—80 and Rs. 60— 5 —90, respectively, 
were amalgamated into a single class on a scale of Rs. 40—4—80—5—90 
''i^b an Ellieiiney linv at Rs. 80. I am not aware of any recent eiminre 
in scales of pay in tlie office of the Divisional Superintendent. 

Grant of certain Facilities to the Indian Railways Conferenc'e 

Association Staff. 

71. *Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya : Is it a fact that 
the majority of ilie staff of the Indian Railways Conference Association 
have to take loan after loan to meet their hardships caused by the move 
.)f this office, as well as due to the emergency cut being enforced soon after 
their transfer to Delhi ? If so, are Government pre)iarcd to waive the 
recovery of the money advanceil to them under relaivod rules which 
they had to borrow during their hardships and emergency cut period, 
and coinfiensate those who had not taken a loan to that extent in order 
to reduce their losses to a certain extent ? If not, why not ? 

Mr. P. R. Eau : Government understand that loans from baiaiices 
at their erc'dit in tlie I^rovident Fund have been granted f»’om ti)ne to 
lime. Waiving rect)very of these amounts will not he!]) the staff in any 
way, the aiuonnts recf»vered are credited to their accounts. 

Salaries ok the Indian Railways Conference Association Staff. 

72. *Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya : (a) Is it a fact that 
prior to the move of the Indian Railways Conference Association from 
Allahabad to Delhi the majority of the staff were getting a poor salary, 
Rs. 52 being the maximum, and it was raised to Rs. 60 by annual incre¬ 
ments of Rs. 2 to 3 in view of this move ? 

(6) Is it a fact that lacs of rupees are sanctioned every year for 
the establishment expenditure of the Indian Railways Conference Associa¬ 
tion, but only a meagre portion of the amount goes towards the salaries 
of the poor clerks, and the rest goes towards the salaries and travelling 
allowance of the officers ? 

Mr P, R. Rau : (a) I would inyite the Honourable Member’s atlen- 
lion 1() 1h(* reply A^’»'ir'b 1 gave to part (r/) of question No. 48. Govern¬ 
ment are informed that prior to the move of the Indian Railways Con- 
feiericp Ass'ciatioii ! Allahabad to Delhi there were five grades in tlie 
lowest eadre of fhc three branches of the Association’s office as under : 

Rs. -14-4- . 52 


12 -1-50. 

;U»_..q_4a~4_44. 

no- 4 --38 

and these were amalgamated into one grade, viz., 39—3—60. 
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« i" 1934-35 on establishments was about 

lls. 0 , 68,000 ot \/liicli cjbout Ivs. 1 , 02,000 wds on oflicers, 

Seth Govind Das : Do Government publish the detailed accounts of 
this Department every year ? 


Mr. P. K. Rau : Government do not publish the detailed account, 
because it is not a Government Department. 


Application of Fundamentaj.Rulks to the Indian Railways Conference 

Association Staff. 

73. *Mr. Amarendra Nath Ghattopadhyaya : Is it a fact that 
Fundamental Rules are not applied to the staff of the Indian Railways 
Conference Association, Delhi, where it is considered that tludr application 
would be beneficial to tliciii, i.e., in the matter of otliciatin^^ allowance, etc. ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : As 1 have explaiiunl to an earr»i-r (lucstion, the 
I'ujulanu'iital Rules are not applicable as the slall of Ike Association 
an* noi Covernmeiit servants. 


Appj.k'ation of Fcxdamental Rules to tkk Indixa Railways Conference 

Association Staff. 

74. '^Mr. Amarendra Nath Ghattopadhyaya : Is h a fact that 
the ofliee of the Indian Railways Conference Assoidation is not considered 
to be a Government Deparlinent ? If so, why were the staff subjected to 
emergency cut and why were tlie Fundamental Rules applied in the matter 
of travelling allowance, etc. f 

Mr. P. R. Rau : I have alr(*ady explained that the emergency cut in 
pay W'as inadii ap])licable to the staff of the Association in the same way 
as to laUway employees generally. It is open to the Association to 
ado])l rules on the same lines as Government rules. 

Mr. V. V. Qiri : Will Government recommend to the Association to 
restore the wage cut ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau ; It has been restored. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi ; In view of the fact that most of the money 
required for this Conft^rence comes from, w^hat I may call, State Rail¬ 
ways, w'hy should not Government treat this body as a Government 
body ? May T know what an* the reasons for treating this body as a 
private body 1 

Mr. P. R. Rau : It is not a Government body, because quite a 
number of ibe members of the Association belong to jirivate railvsrays 
with which Government have no concern. Secondly, my Honourable 
friend must be aware that even the State-owned but Comjiany-managed 
Railways have got their own rules 'with regard to leave and travelling 
allowances and Government do not interfere with them. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : Is it not a fact that the Government of India have 
got some control over the servants even of the State Railways which 
are managed by Companies ? 

Mr. P. R, Rau : Government determine the maxima. 
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Extra-Departmental Postal Officials. 

75. *Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhjraya. : With reference to 
paragraph 34 of the Annual Report of the Indian Posts and Telegraphs 
Department, will Government be pleased to state how many of the 241 
postal officials were extra-departmental t 

The Honourable Mr. D. O. Mitchell : I presume that the Honourable 
Member i.s referring to the Annual Report for the year 1933-34. Of the 
241 postal officials involved, 84 were extra-departmental agents. 

Savings Bank Accottnts and Government Peourities held in Custody op 
T jiE Accountant General, PosTrJ and Teleobaphs. 

76. *Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya : (a) Will Government 
be pleased to lay on the tabic a statement showing, (t) the number of 
active Savings Bank Accounts as stood on the 31st March, 1931 and on 
the 31st March, 1934. (u) tlic* value of Governinont secm-ilies held in 
custody of the Accountant Getieral, Posts and Telegraphs, on behalf of the 
depositors on the 31st March, 1931, and on the 31st March, 1934, and 
(tit) the percentage of increase between the figures for the vears 1930-31 
and 193.3-34 ? 

(6) What amount was credited to the postal side as cost of main¬ 
tenance of the Savings Banks and Government security worlc in tlic vears 
1930-31 and 1933-.34, separately ? 

(«) On what calculation have these figures been based ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : (a) A staten'eni giv'ing the 
informalun required by the Honourable .Member is laid on tlie table. 

(h) The credits afforded to the I’osts and Telegraphs Department 
on account of the cost of management of I’ost Office Savings Bank and 
Government security work in 1930-31 aiul 1933-34 were Rs. 40,61,165 and 
Rs. 53,72,536, respect ively. 

^ (^) The attention ot the Ilouonrable .Member is drawn to the reply 

given to part (a) of starred question No. 776 put by Mr. S. C Mitra in 
the Legislative Assembly on the 20tli March, 1933. 

Statement. 

Value of Government 



No. of Active 
savings 

Bank accounts. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Securities held 

in custody of 
Accountant General^ 
Posts and Telegraphs, 

1 on behalf of 

Savings Bank 

1 Depositors. 



Rfl. 

On the 31st March, 1931 

2,478,000 

5,78,43,000 

On the 3l8t March, 1934 

3,089,000 

13,39,88,000 

Percentage of increase .. ,, 

24-66 

131*64 
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Inadequacy of Selection Grade Posts in thjs Caixjutta General Post 

Office. 

77. *Mr. Amarendra Nath Otottopadhyaya : (a) Is it a fact that 
on the 10th March^ 1934, the late Director General of Poste and Telegraphs 
gave an assurance that he would consider the question of inadequacy of 
selection grade posts at Calcutta ? 

(6) WjII Government be pleased to state whether they have con¬ 
sidered the question ? If so, have they since arrived at any decision t 

(o) Is it a fact that in the Report on Time Test, Mr. G. V. JkMvoor, 
C.I.D., the present Director General, Posts and Telegraphs, men¬ 

tioned that Supervisors were justified for iJie Money Ordr r Department 
and six Supervisors for tlie Savings Bank Dci)artment of the Caleutte 
General Post Office ? 

(d) Is il a fact that since then the number of f*lerks in those two 
departments lias increased, but the nun ber of Hupet visoiv, uas not been 
increased, as Jiientionod in part (e) ? 

(c) A^re Government jiropared to consider the question of increasing 
the nuinl)er of selection grade posts in these two departments V 

The Honourable Mr. D. O. Mitchell : (a) The fact is not exactly as 
stated by the Honourable Member. The statement made by (he late 
Direejor Goucral was as follows : “ The principal point made by my 

Honourable friend, Mr. Mitra, regarding the disparity between Bombay 
and Calcutta (with njgard to selection grade posts) is ])ung examined 
although 1 do not necessarily admit that there must be an e<iuarify 

(b) The question has been examined and some additional supervisory 
posts have already been sanclionod in Calcutta. Further examination of 
the question is still going on, ajul the Postmaster General, Bombay, has 
been asked to justify the number of selection grade posts in Bombay. 

(c) Yes, on the basis of the slatisti.'s of work llien performed in those 
departments. 

(d) The number of clerks in the money order department '1ias 
increased from 61 to 69 and in the savings bank department from 23 to 
34. Tlie supervisory staff in Ihe >avings bank department has been in¬ 
creased by tAvo supervisors and it ha- been decided to increase the strength 
of the supervisory staff in tlie moiun order department by the creation of 
two supervisors’ posts. 

(e) In view of tlie ret)iy given to pari (d), Government do not 
consider that there is at present an^^ necessity tor nicreasing the number 
of selection grade posts in the two departments. 

Selection Grade Posts in vy ^] V\MS Postal Ciscles. 

7,s. *Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya :{a) Will Government 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement giving the following informa¬ 
tion : 

('/) the number of selection grade posts of officials in tlic grade 
of Rs. 250—350 in Bombay, Bombay Circle (excluding 
Bombay), Calcutta, and Bengal and Assam Circle (excluding 
Calcutta), separately ; 
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(it) the number of selection grade posts in the grade of Ks. 16(1— 
250 (including Inspectors of Post OfiSces) in Bombay, Bombay 
Circle (excluding Bombay), Calcutta, and Bengal and Assam 
Circle (excluding Calcutta), separately ,* and 
(Hi) Ihe number of upper division time scale clerks in Bombay, 
Bombay Circle (excluding Bombay), Calcutta, and Bengal 
and Assam Circle (excluding Calcutta) ? 

(Ij) Js it a fact that for the purpose of promotion in the grade of 
Ks. 250 - 350, all oflicials in the grade of Bs. 160—250 (including the 
Inspectors) are treated as one unit 9 

(o) Is it a fact that the Inspectors who arc promoted to the grade of 
Es. 160- -250 after compleling eight to ten years of service, are always at 
an advaulage ? 

(d) Is it a fact that in Calcutta and Bombay most of the vacancies 
in the grade of Ks. 250—350 have been filled up by the officials working 
outside those cities ? 


(e) If ihe aus^ver to part (d) be in the negative, will Government 
be pleased to lay on tlie table a statement showing the number of officials 
prumoled to Ihe grade of Rs. 250 to 350, cither as officiating or as 
permanent, in the years 1933-34 and up to 28th February, 1935, in the 
year 1934-35, in Bombay and Calcutta, separately, as well as the po.sition 
they held hel'ore their promotion in the grade ! 

(f) Are Government aware of the fact that the oflieials working 
in (^ilcntta have got practically no chance to get promotion to the 
grade of Rs. 250--350, even in Calcutta ? 

(g) Jf Ihe answer to part (/) be in the negative, will Oovcriiment 

be pleased to statt) how many officials in the grade of Rs. 160—250 

working in (^alcutta and muffasil arc likely to get promotion to the 
grade of Rs. 250—350 during the next two years ? 

(/i) Ts it a fact that about a year ago, officials of the Bombay 
Gei^^'ral Post ^)ffice submitted a representation to the Director General, 
requesting him fc- treat Bombay as a self-eontain-ed unit for the purpose 
of promotion in the grade of Rs. 250—350 ? 

{«) If the reply to part (h) be in the affirmative, will Government 

be pleased («> stale whether they have since arrived at any decision ? 

(j) Are Government prepared to consider the hardships of the 
officials working in Bombay and Calcutta in this respect ? 

‘ (/.;) If n(»t, will Government be pleased to state why a seclior. of 

cmi)Ioyres slmuld gt^t advantage over oMiers in the matter of promotion 7 

The Honourable Mr. D G. Mitchell : (n) A .statement is laid on the 
table. 


(ft) and (c). Yes. 

(d) Recently this has been so. 

(e) Does not arise. 

(/) The facts are not as stated by the Honourable 

(p) Government are unable to give any estimate, 
depend on the number of vaeaneies that may occur. 


Member. 

as promotions must 
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(h) Yes. 

(i) The representations were rejected by the Director General in 
June, 1934. 

(j) and (k). Promotions to the grade of Rs. 250—350 are made by 
selection from the combined list of senior officials in the grade of Rs. 160— 
250 whether working in a Presidency town or in the mofiissil, and Gov¬ 
ernment do not admit that the officials in (‘alcutta and Rombay have been 
put to any liardship. 


Statement, 

Xiunber ot posts in the 
grade of Kh. 250—350. 


(a) (?) Bombay .. .. .. .. {} 

Bombay Circle (excluding Bombay) .. 11 

t^alcutta .. .. .. .. 16 

Bengal and Asaani Circle (excluding Calcutta) 14 


Number of posts in the 


grade of Rs. 160 -250 
(including Inspectors 
of post offices). 

(?i) BoinbuN .. .. .. .. 03 

Bombay Ciicle (excluding Bombay) .. 120 

Cahutta .. .. .. .. 70 

Bengal an<l Assam Cirrde (excluding Calcutta) 149 

Number of upper division 
time-scale clerks. 

(in) Bombay .. .. .. .. 866 

Bombay Circle (excluding Bombay) .. 1,728 

Calcutta .. .. .. .. 1,385 

Bengal and Assam Circle (excluding Calcutta 2,584 


SurERVlKORS AND Ci.ERKS IN THE AaIHEKST StFIEET Pos'l’ Ot'MC'E, C.4LCUTTA. 

7!). ‘‘Mr. Amarendra Nath Ghattopadhyaya : (u) Will (Tovcruimuit 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the number of (t) 
supervisors and (li) clerks, working in the Amherst Street Post Office, 
Caleiitta ? 

(h) Is it a fact that there is no other supervisor, except the Deputy 
Sub-Postmaster, v/ho is required to look into the working of all branches 
of the office i 

(c) Is it a fact that according to the standard laid down by Govern¬ 
ment, one additional supervisor is justified to look into the working of 
the Registnitioii. Parcel, and Sorting Branches of the office ? 

(<l) If the reply to part (6) be in the negative, will Government be 
pleased to slate who is required to supervise the work of tliose branches f 

Tho Honourable Mr. D. O. Mitchell : (a) (i) and {ii). There arc two 
whole time supervisors, viz,, the sub-postmaster and the deputy sub- 
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postmaster and one part time supervisor, viz*^ the head clerk. The 
number of clerks excluding the head clerk is 22. 

\h) and {c). No. 

(d) The deputy sub-postmaster and the head clerk of the office. 

Export Duty on Eaw Jute. 

80. ""Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya : ('0 Has Oovernment s 
attention been drawn to the fact that the export duty on raw jute and 
manufactures, since the depression of the jute trade commenci;d in 1930, 
has been very high according to the calculation of Mr. N. (J. (Jhoudhiiry, 
late of Provincial Agricultural Services of Bengal and Bihav and Orissa, 
in his well-known work Jute and Substitutes ? 

(6) Is it a fact that the export duty on raw jute is about three 
annas per rupee, and one and a half annas on hessian, cqnhMlent to 
twenty i)ei’ (cut on raw jute and ten per cent, on hessian ? 

(c) Is it not a fact that prior to 1930, the duty was about one anna 
per rupee on raw jute and nine pies on hessian when the prices of raw 
jute and manufactures were much higher f 

(d) Are Government prepared to reduce the duty to about five per 
cent, of the value of the exports of both raw jnte and manufactures, in 
order to relieve both the raiyats and the manufacturers ? 

(e) Will Government be pleased to state if the rates of railway 
freight on raw jnte for carrying it from districts to Calcutta are different 
on different Railways, Bengal-Nagpur Railway and East Indian Railway 
charging 0.1 pie per maund per mile, in wagon loads, while the Eastern 
Bengal Railway charges at 0.42 pie per maund per mile, usually, al¬ 
though the Eastern Bengal Railway carries the largest quantity of jute 
to the extent of 90 per cent. ? 

(/) Do Government propose to spend a considerable portion of the 
duty on jute for direct benefit of the cultivators of Bengal, c.r/., on 
improvements of traffic and opening of gnlas or marts at different centres 
for selling jute and otlier eoiiirnercial crops ? 

(g) Ls it a fact that the I. G. S. N. and R. S. N. Comp.'Miies charge 
steamer freights for carrying jute to Calcutta from different places at 
the same rate of Rc. 1-14-10 per bale of 3^ maunds each, coming to about 
Rs. 15 p(*i‘ toil. (lislance from Serajganj to Calcutta being 544 miles, from 
Naraingiinj 492 rijiles, from (4iandpur 455 miles, and from Mndarijiur 
415 miles ! 

(h) ])() (ioverument proiiose iiulueing the Railways and the Steamer 
Companies eoiu'erned to reduce the fares on this most important com¬ 
mercial cro]) of the Bengal Province ? 

(i) Are Government prepared to appoint a committee to suggest 
improvements in the dying countiy boat traffic system {vide page 145, 
“Jnte ond Substitutes'') ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : {a) Governme-iit 
have spon Ujc reference quoted by the Honourable Member. 

{!)) and (e). The export duties on raw jute and hessians are specific 
duties based on weight and tbe ad valorem incidence of the duties has 
naturally varied with changes in prices. 
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(d) No. The financial position does not permit of the duty being 
radueed at this stage. 

(e) The rate for wagon loads over the Bensral Nagpur Railway Is 
0.42 pie per maund per mile for jute, pressed, and 0.62 pie per maund 
per mile for jute, unpressed ; whereas on the East Indian Railway the 
scale is on a telescopic basis as follow.s ; 

Miles. Pie per maund per mile. 


First 100 

0.38 

+ 101 — 300 

0.22 

+ 301 — 600 

0.13 

Over 600 

o.n 


On the Eastern Bengal Railway the maxinuini rate permissible is 
0.83 pie per maund per mile but a large number of special rates are quoted 
for traffic to Calcutta on a lower basis than the maximum permissible. 

(/) Half the export duty on jute is handed over to the jute growing 
jirovinccs and it is for them to consider the iroint. 

(9) No. 

(h) No. 

(i) Honourable Member will appreciate that if there is a reduction 
in the .steamer fares, as suggested bv him, it is likely to press hardly on 
the country boats themselves. No Committee has been suggested at page 
W.*) of the publication referral to by him and in any case Oovernment, do 
not propo.se 10 appoint any Committee. 

WiLLINOUON BrIPOB OF THF, CALCUTTA ChOFI) RaIUVAY. 

81. *l\!r. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya: Will O'lveriiinent 
please state the amount of tolls collected for the year 1934, over the road 
traffic on the WilHngdon Bridge of the Calcutta Chord Raihvay and the 
number of vehicles and pedestrians which passed over this bridge ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : T am endeavouring to ascertain ’f the information 
is readily available ; if it is, T shall place it on the table of the House on 
receipt. 

Opening op the CaijOutta Chord RahjWAy fob Regular Train Trappio. 

82. *Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattonadhyava : (.») Wi'l Oov'^-rnmerit 
please state when the Calcutta Chord Railway will be opened for the regular 
train traffic, both for passenger and goods f 

(i) What is the cause of this unusual delay when the bridge over the 
river Hooghly and the line have long been completed 1 

(c) Are CoA’crnment awoire that this delav has f’aused heavy loss, as 
there is no return yet on the huge capital outlay on the project ? 

(d) Is the line open to goods traffic ? If so, is it a regular traffic, 
or only a few trains pass as a trial ? 
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(c) Are poods booked from stations on the iUirdwan-lIowrah Chord 
section of the East Indian Railway for Calcutta stations on the £astorn 
Bonpal Itailway, sent through this Calcutta Chord route, or are they still 
sent by the roundabout route, e.g,, vta Burdwan, Bandel and Naihati 7 

(f^ liow is it that goods booked frmu ihese .stat'ous take more than 
two to tliree 'weeks to reach Calcutta stations, though the distance is less 
than 50 miles : 

[(]) Do Govenunent propose to eiirpiire into lie-* matter and ask the 
Railways coneerned to expedite that traffic ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) and (b). The Calcutta Chord Railway was 
opened to goods traffic on the 1st PVbriiary, 1932 ; l)ut as tlie i)assenger 
traffic exisiing at present can be handled witliout pa.ssing over the Chord 
line lljore is no intention at pre^sent of opening the line to passenger 
traffic. 

(c) No. 

(d) Yes : the average number of trains run daily in each direction 
is nine during the busy season and six during the slack season. 

(<;) Tliis traffic is sent via Ilowrali, Bandel ami Naihaii, as this 
routing is found to be more economical, the traffic being comparatively 
small, 'fo arrange for its carriage over the Calcutta Chord Railway 
w'oiiUl necessitate interfering with the loads of through trains running 
from or to Ibjrdwan over the Calcutta Chord Railway. 

(/) The Bast Indian Railway Administration deny the allegation 
that goods toko so long a time in transit. 

(g) Does not arise. 

AnsENrE OF Overbiudoes anp RAish3P Platforms ox tiik BrmowAN-Hc'WRAii 
Seoitox of the Bast Lvdtax Rahway. 

83. *Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya : (t) Are Government 
aware of the dangerous conditions of the stations on the Burdwan-llowrah 
section of the East Indian Railway, as there arc no raised platforms and 
over-bridges in these sections ? 

(1) Ts it not a fact that every year several accidents take place oil 
this section of the line for the absence of these over-bridges and raised 
platforms 7 

(c) Ts it not a fact that most of those stations are entitled to have 
these necessities in consideration of the passenger as well as goods traffic 
they have 7 

(d) Do Government propose to take up these works 7 

Mr P. R. Rau ; (a) Government do not consider that the absence 

12 Noon ^ platform can be described as 

v'lulting in the stations being in a dangerous 

coiidilion. 

(h) No. 

(r) Not in preference to other stations. The volume of passengers 
dealt with a1 a station is always taken into acetount in considering where 
Biicli facilities should first be provided. . 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


206 


(d) There is already a raised platform and over-bridge at Dankuni 
and the East Indian Railway are providing platforms at Bcgumpur and 
Kamarkundu and over-bridges at Chandanpur and Jaugram this year. 


SHOUT NOTICE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Italo-Abysstnian Dispum 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to siate ; 

(f/) whether they are being kept iiitormed from time to time, as 
the British Dominions are, about the developments in the 
Italo-Abyssinian dispute, and the attitude ol (ireat Bn^'iiii 
towaids tJic same ; 

(h) wliether tlie despatch of Indian troops to Eilji^oia \vas on tlie 
initiative of the Government of India, or under orders from 
the British Government, or on their suggedioii ; 

fe) what the cost of sending these Indian troops i.s, and wlio is 
bearing tlie same ; 

(d) what are the purposes for Avhieh the Indian soldiers are being 
sent, and for what period ; and 

{e) whether Government will be donsultod before Britain takes any 
decisive step in this matter ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : (a) Yes. 

(h) 1’he initiativ(» in the discuNsions ri^garding the protection of 
intlians ni Abyssinia, the ('Utcome ot whieh was to strengthen the Legati(»n 
Guard at Addis Ababa, was naturally taken by the Government of India. 
Then) is (d‘ eourse no (|ueslion of the detaeliment being sent under orders 
fiom llis Majesty's Government. 

{(•) The cost \oif the voyage from India to Jibuti in Frcnich ^vunaliland 
will \)Q ahont Us. 20,01)0 and the pay and aOowanees of the troojis a[)proxi- 
mately Us. 12,1)00 a month, 1 regret that it is not po.ssihle at siieli short 
notice to give details of further incidental expenditure. His Majesty’s 
Government have agreed to ]uiy the entire cost. 

(d) As stated in the eommuni(|ue issued by the Government of 
India on the 22nd August, the object of the sending of this detaehment 
is to facilitate the protection of British and Indian subjects of His 
Majesty in Abyssinia in the event of an emergency. The reinforcement 
will remain as long as is necessitated by the situation. 

(e) Government of India will naturally be consulted regarding any 
further measures affecting the safety of British Indian subjects in 
Abyssinia, a matter which is engaging their close and constant attention. 

Mr. Satyamurti : With reference to part (a), may I know what 
is the latest information in the pos.se.ssion of the Ooveiumemt of India, as 
regards the stage of the dispute and the attitude of Great Britain 1 

Mr. J. Q. Acheson : I think this supplementary question substantially 
r epeats the portion of the original question which has already been dis¬ 
allowed by the Honourable the President, if I remember correctly. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; What is the 
question ? 

Mr. 8. Satyamnrti : I understood the Honourable Member to say 
yes ’’ in reply to part (a) of my question. My supplementary ques¬ 
tion is, if the Government of India are being kept informed, from time 
to time, as the British Dominions are, about the developments in the 
Italo-Abyssiiiian dispute and the attitude of Great Britain towards the 
same, what is the latest information in the possession of the Government 
on this matter, if they are being consulted f 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Do Govern¬ 
ment choose to answer this supplementary question ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : T think perhaps the Honourable the President 
has not lieai-d my objection. My objection was that this supplementary 
question of the Honourable Member substantially repeats the portion 
of thti original question to which 1 took objection on the ground that it 
aflected tlie relations between His Majesty’s Government and a Foreign 
State, and that objection was upheld by the Honourable the President. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim; : Docs the Chair 
take it that the Honourable Member does not wish to answer the 
suppleiiienliiry question because it affects foreign relations ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : Yes, Sir. 

Mr S. Satyamurti : With regard to the reply to part (&), do I 
uiidersiaiid the Honourable Member to say—T am sorry 1 did not hear 
him quite ])lainly—that the entire action was taken on the sole responsi¬ 
bility of (he Government of Tjidia and not und-^r the orders of the Gov- 
erjiunnit of Great Britain ? 

idr. J G. Acheson : I think I had better repeat the answer I gave 
to part (b). 1 said ; 

“ 'riu‘ in the disf'ii.'^sioiis rtgardiiig the prot^etion of Tndinns in Ah 3 fssinia, 

tho outcoiiK' of wlindi to stnio^thcii the Legal'»)ii Guard at Addis Abaim was 

naturalK lakeii l>v tin* (Jov^rnmeat of India. Them is of course no question of the 
deta‘‘iniu'iit being srnt under orders from Ilis Alajestj'^s Govornment.^^ 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With regard to part {cl), may T know if the 
GoveniJiieiii of India do not consider the possibility of acts of hostility 
being precipitated, by tlie presence of these troops Avlieii they are sent 
Dioro I 

An Honourable Member ; By whom ? 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Either by Italy or by Abyssinia ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : We do not consider there is any such possibility. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Are not Government aware tlml certain Indiana 
have already been arrested by the Italian Government in Eretria ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : T have seen notices in the Press to that effect, 
but there is no official confirmation. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam A^^amgar : ITow many Indiaii.s are there in 
Addis Al)aba for whose protection these troops are sent t 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : Approximately one thousand. 
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Mr. M. Anantliaflayaiiam Ayyangar : Ts it consistent with their pro¬ 
tection to send so many troops f 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : I thought the Honourable Member wanted to 
know how many Indian subjects there are in Abyssinia. The answer to 
that is one thousand. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know if, apart from the safety of Indians 
involved for which these troops have been sent, this Government will be 
consulted by Great Britain if she decides to declare War ? 

Mr. J. Q. Acheson : I object to this supplementary question on the 
same ground on which T objected to his previous question. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : What is the number of 
Britishers there for whose safety the regiment is sent from here ? 

Mr. J. 6. Acheson : The number of Britishers is approximately about 
1,600 out of whom one thousand are Indians. 

Position on thk North-West Frontier. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : (a) Will Government be pleased to state the 
latest position on the North-West Frontier ? 

(h) How long this year have British and Indian troops been engaged 
in what may be termed guerilla warfare with the Frontier tribes ? 

(r) What has been the cost on the whole, in money and in men 1 

(d) What are the reasons why this miniature warfare is going on t 

(e) What is the policy of Government towards the frontier tribes. 

Ml*. J. G. Acheson : (a) The position is that a lashJcar of Mohmands, 

which had attacked the Peshawar District and the Gandab Hoad, has 
been rejielled from administered territory and the neighbourhood of the 
road by combined land and air operations. A column of troops has 
advanced into the Gandab valley and has effected repairs to the road 
which had been damaged by the tribesmen. Tribal lashkar/i, though 
repelled from the neighbourhood of the border, are stiU in being and 
have as yet shown no disposition to come in for settlement. 

On another part of the Frontier on the border of the Hazara District 
there has been an incursion by armed tribesmen who have attacked and 
murdered villagers in the administered territory. Trooj)s have been 
moved u]) from Abbottabad, and repelled the attack. 

(6) In the earlier part of this year operations took place in the 
Agra salient for a period of two months. The present operations on the 
Mohmand border have, hitherto lasted only a little over fortnight, and 
on the Hazara border less than a week. 

(c) The cost of the current operations is not yet known. The cost 
of the Loe Agra operations, so far as is known at present, and including 
the cost of a motor road from Kot to Loe Agra, is 3i lakhs. 

The total casualties to date in all operations on the Frontier this 


year are : 

Loe Agra 

KiUed. 

3 

Died of woiinda. Wounded. 

16 

Gandab Valley to date 

5 

1 

27 

Total 

8 

1 

43 

liieSliAD 

" 

P 
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Those figures include Mr. Best, the Political Agcut, Malakand, who 
was killed during the Loe Agra operations. 

(d) The reason for the operations on the Mohmand border is that 
In defiance of Government’s agreement with the Mohmands of 1933 s 
tribal Ioshkar attacked and broke up the Gandab Road, and sent gangs 
to fire on constabulary posts in the Peshawar District. The main object 
of the Ioshkar, wliieh was led by the eldest son of the Haji of Turangzai, 
was to bring pressure to bear on Government to release certain tribal 
hostages held as security for the presence of a number of outlaws and 
murderers taking sanctuary with the Safi tribe. The Hazara rising is 
communal in inspiration. 

(e) The Honourable Member is referred to the reply given to 
question No. 880 put by Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad on the 12th September, 
1933. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With reference to the answer to clause (a), may 
I know if these operations include air raids, specially on women and 
children in their houses, dropping bombs 1 

Mr. J. G. Acheson ; No, Sir. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: With reference to the answ'cr to clause (e), may 
I know if, since 1933, the policy has remained unchanged, and, if so, 
why Government pursue this cat and mouse policy towards these Frontier 
tribes « 

Mr. J. O. Acheson : The answer to the first part of the question is 
ill the affirmative. As regards the second, I would point out that it 
contains an innuendo. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know why Government do not either 
make pe.aee with these tribes, or settle with them in the manner known 
to Great Britain ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : Government do all in their power to make peace 
with these tribes and have succeeded to a very large extent. The cases 
referred to are isolated cases covering only a small portion of the Frontier. 


STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE. 

Information promised in reply to starred question No. 160 asked Mr. V. V, 

Giri on the, 12th February, 1935. 

Re-Employment of Great Indian Peninsula Railway Strikers. 

The A^ent, Great Indian Peninsula Kailway, reports : 

(a) The number of err-strikcrs on the first and second waiting lists w'as on Ist 
February, 1935, 154 and two, respectively. 

(&) 2,184. 

(e) Gnly 7 transfers have so far been effected as from experience it is found to 
bo most dilliniilt to exchaniyc cj?-strikers re-employed on other railways with men newly 
engaged on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway during the last strike for the reasons 
that men between whom the exchange is to take place must be on somewhat equa^ 
salaries and possessing knowledge and experience to suit each other's duties and also 
as men are required to be willing to accept the ])ost8 offered as such transfers could 
not be enforced upon either the cjvstrikers employed on other railways or on inert 
engaged on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 



STATEMBNTS I.AII) ON THE TABLE. 

Ii^ormaUon promised in repiy to unstarred question No. 28 asked by Mr. Sham 
Lai on the 13ih February, 1935. 

Amount given to the Sadab Bazar Municipal Committee prom the Cash 
Balance in the Cantonment Fund, Ambala. 

(a) (i) Kb. 85,013-12-0 with contingent liabilities of Hs. 52,994 consisting of— 

Ks. 12,825 for payment of outstanding bills in connection with Water Works, 
Kb. 10,615 as an advance received from Messrs. Herman and Mohatta for 
the part purchase of Electric Distribution and Stores, 

Bs. 11,925 contribution for the construction of the Tangri Bund, 

Ks. 6,700 due to the Military Engineer Services for water sujiply, 

Ks. 3,072 due to the Military Engineer Services for Duct water and electricity, 

Ks. 258 Government share of rents from land under the management of the 
Cantonment Authority, and 

Ks. 7,599 securities deposited by private persons tor the supply of electric 
current. 

The balance left for distribution between the two local bodies was Ks. 32,019. 

(U) Ks. 17,052 were paid in cash. Bills amounting to Ks. 11,312 were also paid 
from the cantonment fund being part of the liabilities to which the Municipality was 
committed. 

Ks. 3,738-12-3 w'cre subsequently paid to the Municipality from the unspent oalance 
of the amount set apart for the constniction of the Tangri Bund. 

(Hi) The assets were dirided into equal parts by a committee consisting of the 
Executive Officer, the Secretary, Municipal Committee, and a First Class Magistrate 
appointed by the Governmjent of the Punjab with the concurrence of the Government 
of India. In case of any difference of opinion either party had the option of appeal¬ 
ing to the Commissioner, Ambala Division. Nq appeal was made against the division 
made by the committee and the inference is that both parties w'ere satisfied with the 
decision. 

(ft) No. The population of the sadar bazar is 27,596 approximately and that of 
the Cantonment, 18,51(5. 

(c) Yes. The terminal tax is divided with the concurrence of the Government of 
India and the Local Government on a population basis in the proportion of 60 per cent, 
to the municipality and 40 per cent, to the cantonment. The Sadar Bazar Separation 
Committee appointed by the Local Government in March, 1934, recommended that the 
terminal tax shouhl be divided e<pially betw'een the tw’o bodies. 

(d) No. In addition to cash the municipality also received more than half a lakh 
of rupees in the shape of water works. 

(e) No. 


Information promised in reply to starred question No. 311 asked by Prof. N. G. 
Ranga on the ISth Felruury, 1935. 

Contemplated Retrenchment in the Madras Dead Letter Office. 

(a) to (t). The proposal to retrench the clerks in question has been abandoned and 
the rest of the question does not therefore arise. 

L168LAD 
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Information promised in reply to Dr, P. N, Banerjea’ssuppUmentaryquesttm to 
starred question No. 332 asked by Sardar Sant, Singh on the 20th Febrmry, 
1935. 

Annual Cost of Employuent op Troops in Bengal to Suppress the 
Terrorist Movement. 

The incidental chaiges paid by the Local Government in connection vith the acquisi¬ 
tion of land, etc., are as follows: 


Year. 

1932-33. 

1033-34. 

1934-36. 

1936-36. 


Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

CompenBation to Saidpur Station 
Committee for loss of grazing 
rights within the station area. 

80) 0 

160 0 0 

160 0 0 

160 0 0 

Rent of land for location of 
troops. 

110 2 0 

100 0 0 

384 8 3 

•• 

Compensation for occupation of 
lands or private individuals. 

•• 

69 0 0 

79 0 0 

•• 

Compensation for rights, etc. .. 

•• 

1,075 9 0 

i 

1 

•• 

Grazing rights 

( 

1 

i 

1 

1 

! 76 0 0 

1 

1 

! 

i 

1 



promised in reply to parts (b) and (c) of starred question No. 497 asked by Mr. MuJiammad Nauman on the 23rd 

February^ 1935, 

Communal Composition op Non-Gazettbd Staff recruited in the Government of India Offices. 
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01 

* Includes 2 (Hindus) re¬ 
cruited prior to 4th July 
1934. 

i 

1 

1 

1 

Total number of tem¬ 
porary subordinate 
staff who have not 
passed the Public 
Service Commission’s 
examination. 

0 

1^ MS «0 

C 

Total number of 
[ permanent sub- 

ordinate staff ^ ho 
have not passed the 
Public Servic« 
Commission’- 
examination. 

8 

: 

Recruitment made from 4th July, 1934 to 1st February, 1935. 1 

Whether 
permanent or 
temporary. 

7 

Permanent (on 
probation). 

Permanent Mus¬ 
lim—1. 

Temporary—10. 

Temporary 

i 

Officiating 

Do. 

Do. .. j 

1 

j 

Community. 

6 

European 

4 Hindus 

4 Muslims 

1 Sikh. 

2 Indian Chris¬ 
tians. 

3 Hindus 

ISikh. 

2 Muslims. 

1 Anglo-Indian. 

4 Hindus 

1 Muslim. 

2 Sikhs. { 

3 Hindus 

1 Muslim. 

ISikh. 

4 Hindus 

1 Muslim 

ISikh. 

Steno¬ 

grapher. 

! ® 

- - .H 

Ml Ofc ^ 

1 

Third , 
Division.' 

4 ' 

1 

S ’I 

Second 

1 Division. 

* ! 

; : : : : : 

First 
Division. 1 

i 

2 

•-H 

©1 

1 

Name of Depart¬ 
ment or Office. 

1 

Military Adviser-in- 
Chief, Indian 
States Forces. 

Finance 

Central Board of 
Revenue. 



October 1934. 
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Information promised in reply : (t) to supplementaries in connection vith ques^ 
tion No. 639 asked by Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra (on behalf of Dr. Ziaud- 
din Ahmad) on the oth March, 1935, and (ii) to question No. 643 asked by 
Dr. Zvauddin Ahmad on the 5th March, 1935. 

Contractors at Railway Stations in the Dinafobb and Howrah 

Divsions. 

639. The Agent, East Indian Bailway, reports that enquiries have been made with 
the following result : 

(t) On the Howrah Division there were allegations against the Area Contractors 
having sublet the contract at two stations. The allegations were, on 
enquliy, found to be incorrect. 

(n) On the Dinapore Division complaints were made against three Area 
Contractors. The complaints against two of them w^ere. On enquiry, found 
to be incorrect. As regards the third it was ascertained that the con- 
tractors had arranged for the sale of food-stuifs at certain stations 
through men who were not their paid servants. The Contractors, how¬ 
ever, maintained that the men engaged were directly under their control, 
wore their badges and uniform and that they (the Contractors) were 
responsible for any irregularities committed. The Administration, how¬ 
ever, did not accept this contention and instructed the Contractors to 
discontinue the arrangement. 


Food-Stuff sold by Vendors on the East Indian Railway. 

643. The Agent, East Indian Bailway, states that the reply to parts (o) and (b) 
of the question is in the affirmative. The matter is receiving attention. 

Inf(yrmation'promised in reply to starred questions Nos. 669 to 676 asked by Mr. 
Fakir (^hand on the JJth March^ 1935, 

Allegations against the President of the Lahore Cantonment Board. 

669. (a) Powers have been delegated to the Vice-Presidents of the following 
cantonments under the sections mentioned against each— 

Allahabad—Sections 25 and 114 (2) of the Cantonments Act, 1924. 

Dehra Dun—Sections 2.5, 114 (I), 162 (g), 166 (5), 207 (2) and 253. 

Dinapore—Sections 162 (8) and 166 (5). 

Fyzabad—Section 22 (I) (6), 166 (S), 207 (I) and 242. 

Certain powers were delegated to the Vice-President at Lucknow under section 
22 (3), in 1927, but no such powers have been delegated since the last general election 
in December, 1933. In most cantonments, even if there are no specific delegations of 
powers, Vice-Presidents act for the Presidents during their absence and exercise all 
their powers under the Act. 

(&) Yes. The power under section 22 (3) is discretionary vested in the President 
and the President of the Lahore Cantonment Board, considered that the Board was not 
competent to pass such a resolution. 

(r) The reply to the first part is in the affirmative. As regards the second part, 
the President invited the attention of the mover of the resolution to the provisions of 
section 22 (3). 


Action taken by the Executive Officer of the Lahore Cantonment 
under Section 25 of the Cantonments Act. 

670. (a) 26 times. 

(b) Government have examined all the cases and find that the action in each case 
was taken with the sanction of the President and was subsequently confirmed by the 
Board. They are satisfied that in each case the action was justified on the groumli* 
mentioned in the question. 
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APPOnmiBIIT OF ChAIBMSN of VABIOVS SVB-0oHHITTBS8 of THB Lahobk 

Cantonmbht Boabd. 

671. Yes. The President did not consider it necessary to appoint different elected 
members to be Chairmen of the dift'erent committees because, under the Kegulations 
framed under section 44 of the Cantonments Act, the Vice-President being the senior 
elected member on the committees concerned, would ordinarily be the Chairman of the 
committee in preference to any other elected member on the same committee. 


Pbbsioing cvbb THB Meetinos of THB Lahobe Cantonment Boabo by Vice- 

Fbesioeht. 


672. Four times. 


Acting Military Officers as Pre.<?idbnts op the Lahore Cantonment 

Board. 

673. None. 


Resignation op the Nominated Members of the Lahore Cantonment 

Board. 

674. The iKX'caaity for doing so has not arisen because the acceptance of the 
resignation of a nominated member and the notification nominating another member 
in his place have occurred simultaneously. 


Attendance of Members at the Meetings of the Lahore Cantonment 

Board. 


675. Yfis. 


Resolutions i’Assed or REjBCTHa) in the Lahore Cantonment Board. 

676. (tt) and (h). Two were passed and one was rejected. All three resolution.s 
redated to the disposal of building applications, and the regulation of building does 
concern the health and welfare of the troops. 

(<?) Yes. Attention is invited to the statement laid on the table of the Legislative 
Assembly on the 2l8t November, 1932, in reply to starred question No. 834 asked by 
fc^irdar Sohan Singh on the 26th September, i932, regarding the appointment of an 
elected member to perform the duties of the Executive Officer, Lahore Cantonment. 


Information promised in reply to Munshi Iswar Satan's supplementary question 
to starred question No. 708 ashed by Mr. M. Asaf Ali on the 7th March, 
1935. 

Induns and Britishers with King’s Commission in the Indian Army. 

The number of King’s Commissioned Indian Officers who have been called on to 
retire from the service or to resign their commissions cannot exceed 12. Four of these 
are old eases the records of which are no longer available and the correct number may 
le only 8. 



tBOISJJLTlVE ASSEMBLY 


222 


[3bd Sep. 1936. 


InformcUion promised in reply to starred questions Nos. 809 and 811 ashed bff 
Mr. V. V. Girt on the 11th March, 1935. 

Selection Grade Posts abolished or converted into Time-Soalb 
Appointments in the Post Offices and the Bailway Mail Service. 


809. (a) The following selection grade posts in the Post Office and Railway Mail Service 
were retrenched or converted into time scale posts during the period from the 1st April 1932 to 
the 31st December 1934. 


Designation of Posts. 


Postmasters 

Deputy Postmasters 

Assistant Postmasters 

Assistant Presidency Postmasters 

Sub-Postmasters 

Deputy Sub-Postmasters 

Assistant Sub-Postmasters 

Town Inspectors 

Inspectors of Post Offices 

Head clerks (including Joint Head clerks) 

Head signallers 

Accountants .. 

Head Assistants 
Oeneral iSupcrvisors 
Sanitary Superintendents 
Head Record clerks 
Sub-Record clerks 
Head Sorters .. 

Inspectors Railway Mail Service .. 


Number Number 
abolished, converted. 


1 

1 93 

3 17 

1 

9 13 

1 9 

4 

3 63 


4 25 

1 

1 3 

2 

3 4 
1 

1 3 

1 1 

4 7 

11 3 


Total .. 71 248 


{b) The posts which were abolished were those which on a careful examination of each case 
were found to be superfluous. The conversion of posts from the selection grade to the time-scale 
was carried out as justified by tlio application of the Bowoor Time Tests, read with the adminis¬ 
trative instructions issued from time to time by the Director General or the Government of India 
governing the respective classes of posts. 

(c) The additional selection grade posts sanctioned and the offices to which they are attached 
are given below: 

Bengal and Assam Circle, 

Calcutta General Post Office .. ..1 Inspecting Postmaster. 

Dum Dum Sub Office .. .. .. 1 Selection Grade Postmaster. 

Tinsukia Sub Office .. .. .. Do. 

Patiya Sub Office .. .. .. Do. 

Digboi Sub Office .. .. .. Do. 

United Provinces Circle. 

Railway Mail Service 0-8 Section .. 


.. 1 Selection Grade Sorter* 
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and F. Circle. 

Rawalpindi City 

Kaaauli 

Murree 

Railway Mail Service D>4 Sub-Division 
Burma Circle. 

Baesein head office 
Sind and Baluchiatan Circle. 

Sukkur Head Office 
Sub-Record Office* Rohri 
Sub*Record Office, Quetta 


1 Selection Grade Sub-Postmaster. 

1 Selection Grade Sub-Postmaster. 
1 Deputy Siib-Postmaster. 

1 Inspector, Railway Mail Service. 

1 Selection Grade Supervisor. 

1 Assistant Postmaster Telegraphs. 
1 sub-record clerk. 

1 sub-record derk. 


Selbotion Gbade Appoii)tments in the Post Offices and the Railway 

Mail Seevioe. 

811. (u) The total number of selection grade appointments in the Post Office and 
Railway Mail Service as it stood on the Blst March, 1935, was 1,459. 

(6) The percentage of such appointments 

(t) to the total number of clerical appointments, both in the ordinary and lower 
division time-scales in the Post Office, is 5.85 ; and 

(it) to the total number of sorters’ appointments, both in the ordinary and 
lower division time-scales in the Railway Mail Service, is 4.43. 


Iftformation promised in reply to starred question No. 846 asked by Mr. Satya 
Narayan Si^ia on the 12th March, 1935. 

Absorption of the Permanent Staff in the Moody-Ward System on the 

East Indian Railway. 

(a), (b) and (d). The Agent, East Indian Railway, reports that majority of the 
retrenched men have been re-employed with the exception of those who refused the 
oilers of re-employment made to them or who were found unsuitable for re-engagement. 
Government are unable to give any particular date by which they will all be absorbed. 
As regards the reference to demoted staff, Government are informed that staff, retained 
in lower posts an alternative to discharge at the time of introduction of the Moody- 
Ward System on the East Indian Railway were not given any assurance that they would 
be restored to their former or e<|uivalent grades. As regards the employees who were 
demoted as a measure of economy, the Honourable Member is referred to the Railway 
Board’s letter No. 1635-E.G., dated the 30th December, 1932, a copy of which is in the 
Library of the House. 

(c) The reply to the first part is in the negative. 

As regards the second part, the Houourable Member is referred to the reply given 
to part (d) of question No. 869 asked by Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali on 12th March, 
1935. 

Ittformation promise in reply to starred question No. 852asked by Mr. Muhanmad 
Azhar Ali on 12th Mardt, 1935. 

Pbomotions to the Posts in Headquartebs Offices of the Transpobta- 
TioN AND Commercial Departments. 

(a) and (b). The Agent, East Indian Railway, reports that substantive promotions 
to the grades of Transportation and Commercial Inspectors are decided at headquarters 
and not in the divisional offices. The only post to which promotion was made between 
the 1st June, 1934, and the Blst January, 1935, was that of a Claims Inspector. 
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(o) and (d). The selection board in connection with the promotion referred to 
above was held in the headquarters office at Calcutta on the 19th September, 19S4f and 
consisted of the Superintendent Staff, the Superintendent Claims and the Superintendent 
Bates. 

(e) Candidates were not called to appear before the selection board, as it wma 
not considered necessary. 

(/) Traffic Canvassers and staff with commercial training and experience wen 
eligible. 


Iirformation 'promised iw reply to starred questio'n No. 873 asked by Pandit Sr% 
Krishna Dutta Paliwal on the 12th March, 1935. 

Allegations against the Divisional Superintendent, Allahabad. 

(a) Government are informed that no travelling allowance is charged in such 
cases. 

(b) The reply to the first part of the question is in the affirmative and the latter 
part does not arise. 

Information promised in reply to starred question No. 970 asked by Mr. A. K. 
Fazlul Huq on the 25th March, 1935. 

Fidelity Securities op Insurance Companies. 

(a) The following Insurance Companies have been approved and recognised by 
the Posts and Telegraphs Department for the purpose of fidelity bonds : 

(1) Clive Insurance Company, Calcutta, 

(2) Guardian Assurance Company, Calcutta, 

(3) National Insurance Company, Calcutta, 

(4) Norwich Union Fire Insurance Society, Calcutta, 

(5) Royal Insurances Company, Calcutta, 

(6) Sun Insurance Office, Calcutta (does not now carry on fidelity bond busi* 

ness), 

(7) Ocean Accident and Guarantee Corporation, Calcutta, 

(8) Commercial Union Assurance Company, Calcutta, 

(9) Empire of India Life Assurance Company, Bombay, and 

(10) Palatine Insurance Company, Limited, Calcutta. 

(b) Yes. 

(o) The reply to the first part is in the negative. The second part does not 
arise. 

(d) Does not arise in view of the reply given at (o) above. 

(e) Presumably the acceptance of any class of business which Insurance Companies 
regard as sound will be an encouragemWt to the development of the Insurance 
system. 


IfrfomuUion promised in reply to starred quesHon No. 989 asked by Mr, C, N, 
Muthuranga Mudaliar on the 25th March, 1935. 

Retrenchment in the Madras Dead Letter Oppioe. 

(o) The reply to the first part of the question is in the negative. As regards 
the second part no maximum outturn has been prescribed. 

(b) (i) August, 1933 .. .. .. 20,834 

(ii) February, 1934 .. .. .. .. 25,852 

(Ui) Special enumeration taken in July, 1934 .. .. 24,091 
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(o) Particulars of figures under the sub-heads referred to by the Honourable 
Member are not available in respect of the enumeration weeks of August, 1933 and 
February, 1934. As regards the special enumeration taken in a week of July, 1934, 
the number of paid and unpaid unregistered articles received during the period are 
9,607 and 14,484, respectively, while the number of such articles despatched are 8,873 
and 11,036, respectively. 


(d) (i) Registered articles 



19,909 

Registered parcels 



1,371 

(ii) Registered articles 



18,227 

Registered parcels 



2,163 

{Hi) Registered articles 



16,325 

Registered parcels 



l,fil8 


(c) No. 

(/) Th(» staff ill the Madras Dead Letter Office was found by actual observation 
by a senior and experienced officer of the Department to be excessive, a fai t which was 
confirmed by statistics obtained by special enumeration of the articles received and 
despatched. 

{g) and Qi). No. Government are satisfied that the retrenchments, whieli have 
nlrc.'idy been carried out, are fully justified. 


Information promised in reply to starred question No, 1043, asked by Mr, N, ifcf. 

Joshi on the 26th March, 1935, 

Box Khalasies for European and Anglo-Indian Drivers on State Rail¬ 
ways. 


On the Great Indian Peninsula and North Western Railways box khaXasica .aro 
provided for the carriage of boxes of all engine drivers. As already stated, on the 
East Indian Railway coolies are provided for the carriage of boxes of drivers in grades 
I and ir. On the Eastern Bengal Railway box khalaaies are provided for the Ein-opcaii 
and Anglo-Indian drivers only, for tlie reason that the size of boxes used by the 
European and Anglo-Indian drivers is larger and cannot be carried without the 
assistance of a box Jchalaai. The Indian drivers carry smalliboxes which can easily be 
carried by hand without the assistance of box hhal^xes. To obtain uniformity Rail- 
w’ay Administrations have been iiistruetcd that there should be no racial discrimination 
in this matter and that box khalasies should be provided for all drivers when the 
circumstances render this necessary. 


Information promised in reply to parts (6) and (c) of starred question No, 1220 
asked by Mr, M, S, Aney on the 30th Mard^, 1935, 

Increase in the Quantfity and Value of Quinine sold. 

(6) and (c), A statement is attached. Compared with the figures for 1932 33 
there was an increase during 1933-34 in the quantity and value of quinine sold of 
14.86 per cent, and 14.77 per cent, respectively, and not 14.98 per cent, and 17.6 per 
cent, as shown fii the Annual Report of the Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department 
for the year 1933-34. The mistake in the Annual Report was due to inaccurate reports 
originally furnished by certain Circles. 
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Information promised in r^ly to supplemenlories to starred question No. 1^2 
asked by Mr. S. Sat^murti on the 2nd April, 1935. 

Treaty between the Sultan of Zanzibar and Great Britain. 

(a) lu 1908 a treaty was signed abrogating the treaty of 1886 between Great 
ilritaiu and Zanzibar. 

(h) The rights of Indian settlers and other British subjects in Zanzibar were 
safeguarded in certain respects by the provisions of the Treaty between Great Britain 
and Muscat of the 31 st of May, 1839. Provision was also made in the Treaty for 
the reciprocal recognition of Consuls appointed by the High Contracting Parties on a 
most‘favoured-nation footing. This treaty was abrogated as regards Zanzibar on the 
3rd of April, 1911. 

(o) As this Treaty is not now in force it would serve no useful purpose to table 
it. 


If^orrmtion promised in reply to parts (b) and (d) to (g) of starred question No, 
1395 asked by Mr. D. K. Lahiri Chaudhury on the 3rd Aprils 1935. 

Time Test for Correspondence Work in First Class Head Post 

Offices. 


(h) The reduction was effected on the basis of the actual reduction of work due 
to fall in traffic. 


(d) The number of clerks who worked in the Correspondence Department of the 
Calcutta General Post Office in 1931-32 and the number reduced up to the 28th February, 
1935, is as follows :— 


Number of clerks in the Correspondence Department of the Calcutta 

General Post Office on 1st April, 1931 .. .. 112 

Number of clerks reduced up to the 28th February, 1935 .. 18 

(of these 11 were reduced in 1932 and 7 in 1934). 

(e) The facts are substantially as stated. 


(/) The number of selection grade, time-scale supervisory and other clerical posts 
in the Bombay General Post Office, Correspondence Department, which includes the 
offices of the two Jnsptvtuig Postma.slers, Bombay, is as follows— 

(i) {Selection grade posts .. .. .. .. 4 

(ti) Time-scale supervisory posts .. .. .. nil 

(Hi) Clerks .. .. .. .. ,. 26 


(g) The entire question of the staff requirements of the Correspondence Depart¬ 
ment of the Calcutta General Post Office is being closely examined by the Postmaster- 
Gteneral, Bengal, and Assam Circle, and Government are not yet in a position to state 
what re-adjustments of staff may ultimately be found to be necessary. 
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Iftfomation fromised in reply to unstarred question No. 262 asked by Mr. D. K, 
Lahiri Chaudhury on the 3rd April, 1935. 

OBBTAIB iBFORlfATION IN RESPECT OF THE BohBAY, CALCUTTA AND MADRAS 

General Post Ofitobs. 



Bombay 

General 

Post 

Office. 

Calcutta 

General 

Post 

Office. 

Madras 

General 

Post 

Office. 

{%) Number of selection grade posts of Rs. 250—350 | 

8 

12 

5 

(ii) Number of selection grade posts of Rs. 160—^250 j 

40 

41 

10 

(tii) Number of time-scale supervisors .. .. 

1 

12 

8 

2 

1 

(iv) Number of clerks (Upper Division) .. 

446(0) 

883(a) 

187(a) 

(v) Number of clerks (Lower Division) 

98(») 

174(5) 

59(6) 

(ta) Number of sorting postmen 

22 

39 

10 

(wit) Number of overseers 

12(c) 

6(c) 

2(c) 

(witi) Number of postmen 

239 

182 

118 

{ix) Number of inferior and other miscellaneous staff 

326 

391 

78 


(а) Operative clerks including leave reserves but excluding town Inspectors and assistant 
aeoountants. 

(б) Including leave reserves. 

(e) Overseer postmen. 







It^otmaion promiaei in reply to unstarred question No. 263 asked by Mr. D. K. Lahiri Chaudhury, on the 3rd April, 1935. 

Staff ehfloyed in Bombay, Calcutta and Madras Gbnrral Post Offices. 

Part (a). 


Sisf.1936. 



Pkrt(i) 11,9 and 7 lespeotiTely. 
Bart(e) 88, 63 and S9 leapeotiTaly. 
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Information promised in reply to unstarred question No. 297, asked by Mr. C. N. 
Muthuranga Mudaliar on 3rd April, 1935. 

Closing of Level Crossings on the Madras and Southern Mahratta 
Railway between Arkanam and Amtattur. 

(a) and (h). Government have made emiairics and arc informed that such is nor 
the case. Out of the 18 level crossings between Arkanani niid Amtattur, only 6, at 
which the road traffic is insufficient to justirv gatcincu during night hours, have their 
gates kept locked by night and the keys kept by the litation master who arranges for the 
gates to be opened on application. Of the remainder -1 arc manned both day and night 
anrl 9 are continually open for road traffic. 

(o) No, the cost will be prohibitive. 

(d) Government aro informed that every effort is being made to reduce the time 
the gates are closed to road traffic. 

Inforrnatim 'promised in reply to part (6) of starred qvestioyi No, J4S2, asked 
hy Mr, Ram Narayan fsingh on the 4th 19*^5, 

GRIEVANf'ES OF TRAVELLING TIQK^T ExABUNERS ON THE EaST INDIAN 

Railway. 

Passes to Travelling Ticket Inspectors on the East Indian Railway arc being 
^ven according to the pay of the indirid^fil concerned. On the Moradabad Division, 
however, prior to April, 193/3, all Travellin;!f Ticket Inspectors were given inter class 
duty passes. The procedure ha“> since then iven brought into b’ne with that on other 
Divisions. 


Information promised in reply to the hupplewevtary qveHions to Mr. Mohan 
TmI Saksena’s starred qkiestion No. 1519, asked by Mr. S. Satyamurti 
on the 5th April, 1935. 

Certain Particular? in connection with State Prisoners at present 

confined in India. 

statement of the number of detenus released under the Bengal Criminal Law Amend- 

fnent Art, 1930. 

The latest flgure of releases available is that given by the Honourable Mr. R. N. 
Reid in reply to a question in the Bengal Tjegislative Council on the Hist July, 1935. 
In accordance with his statement ill per.sons wvre released from January to June, this 
rear, including those who arc free to move about, but have to report periodically to the 
police. 

Information jyromised in reply to starred question No. 1624, asked by 
Mr. Ram. Narayan Singh, on the 6th April, 193-^. 

Post and Telegraph Offipes in the Chota Nagpur Division. 


Districts in the Chota Nagpur Divi¬ 
sion. 

Number of 
combined post 
• and telegraph 
j offices. 

1 

Number of 
post offices. 

! 

1 

i Total. 

i 

Hazaribagh 

14 

1 

1 38 

62 

Ranchi .. 

11 


63 

Palamau 

4 

' 29 1 

' 33 

Manbhum .. 

' 7 

43 

60 

Singhbhum .. j 

15 

38 

63 


Total 


51 


190 


241 
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Ittformation promised in reply to part (c) of starred question No. 1657t asked 
by Qazi Muhamm^ Ahmad Kazmi on the 8th April, 1935. 

Hapub Remount Depot at Babuoabh in the Meerut Distbiot. 

(c) Efforts have been made to procure the information but the Local Government 
have reported that it would involve a prolonged search into old records, the labour and 
cost of which would not be commensurate with the value of the results. 


MOTIONS Foil ADJOURNMENT. 

DkSTUUi'TION Ol*' THE SllAlllDiJUNJE MOSQUB AT LAHORE. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : 1 have received 
notice of a motion for adjournment from Mr. Gauba who wants to discusa 
a defitiite matter of urgent public importance, namely, the facilities 
aflbrdcd by the military, police and district authorities of Lahore for the 
destruction of the Sliahidgiinje mosque under cover of the plea of the 
exercise of legal rights. Does the Jionourable Member want to move it » 

Mr. K. L. Oauba (East Central Punjab : Muhammadan) : I will not 
move the first motion standing in my name, but I propose to move the 
second. 


Lack of Disitplink in cFuriAiN Soldiers at Jubbtilpore. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : I have received 
notice from Mr, Satyamurti that he proposes to move for adjournment ol 
the House to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, 
the lack of discipline in the King's Regiment as evidenced by the conduct 
of some soldiers of that Regiment in the village of Benda near Jubbulpore. 
I understand that a prosecution has been instituted against a certain 
number of soldiers in that regiment with reference to the incident men¬ 
tioned here. I should like to know from the Honourable Member if it 
is possible to discuss the question of lack of discipline in the regiment 
without reference to the facts of this incident. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti (Madras City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : Sir, 
the only point that I want to bring before the House is the lack of disci¬ 
pline ill tlie regiment. 1 undertake not to discuss or bring within the scope 
of my motion the actual facte which are now pending trial before the civil 
Courts of tlie country. I may mention in this connection certain facts 
which are admitted by Government. T will read from a communique 
issued from Simla on the 29th August by the Government of India. They 
say : 

“ Jii thoir communique of the 24th July the Government of India stated that a 
court of inc]uiry was examining the facts in the case in which it was alleged that certain 
BOldmrs in the King's Regiment had ma<le an attack on the village Benda in Jnbbul- 
pore and the result of the in<|uiry must he awaited. The report of the court of 
inquiry has now been examined and it has been decided with the full approval of 
the military authority to hand the case over to the civil Court to be dealt with. 
Twentythree men of the battalion are bc*ing placed on their trial under the Indian 
Penal Code on charges of murder and rioting and the proceedings are expected to 
commence immediately.'' 

I submit, Sir. that T am not discussing whether these particular men 
who are charged before His Maiesty's Courts are actually guiltv of this 
offence, and, if so, what the evidence amounts to, in respect of the actual 
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offences they are alleged to have committed. The point, I am on, is that 
the Government of India, on the report of the court of inquiry appointed, 
I take it, by the Army Department, have decided that certain incidents took 
place. {Cries of ‘‘ No, no ” from Official Benches.) 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik (Home Member): They say an 
inquiry should be made. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : The report of the court of inquiry has now 
been examined by the Oovcrnmeiit of India, I presume, and it has been 
decided, vvitli the full approval of the military authority, to hand the ease 
over to the ci\ il Court to be dealt with. What they are dealing with is 
whether A or B or (1 is guilty of certain acts, and if so wh^at those acts 
amount to under the Indian Penal Code. I am not on that ((uestion now. 
What I am on is Ihe preceding slate of affairs in the regiment which made 
it possible for this incident to happen. What that incident amounts to 
in law, what the responsibility of A or B ih in respect of that incident, are 
matters wliieli are at the moment before a C«mrt of law. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : I understand 
that the Honourable Member wishes to establish the lack (ff discipline by 
the facts of this vei’v incident. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : By the fact that certain men have been found 
by a court of inquiry, apj)ointcd by ihe Government of India, to have 
been guilty of certain offences. {Cries of “ No, no from Government 
Benches.) According to them, at least a prima fa<ne case has been estab¬ 
lished for handing over tlics(» men lo the civil authorities. You will notice, 
Sir, that in the ruling cited by Seth Goviiid Das yesterday this point was 
elaborately discussed ; and so long as I, and you as President, see that 
matters which are actually suh judice are not actually brought under dis¬ 
cussion, it seems to me that it is eminently a matter to be discussed by 
this House. And 1 will say another thing. Assuming that this trial is 
over and these people arc found guilty, the matter will cease to be urgent. 
It comes to this, therefore, that when a thing like this hapi)eiis we are 
neither here nor there. 

An Honourable Member : You can put down a Resolution. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : My Honourable friend knows or ought to know 
that a Resolution has to go through a Inirdle race. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : After the trial, 
cannot a motion for adjournment be put down ? 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Subject to what you say, Sir, it seems to }ne 
that they may take it up to the High Court, in which case mo-nths will 
elapse, and it will cease to be a matter of urgent importance. We are 
now in a cleft slick. We cannot discuss it, and I submit that the Court as 
such has nothing to do with discipline in the regiment. The Court cannot 
punish the regiment and cannot censure the Government. It can only find 
A or B guilty of assault or manslaughter or murder and hang him. The 
question which I want to bring up is the absence of discipline. I do not 
want to put it forward as a matter of argument now but you will have 
noticed, as any reader of newspapers has noticed, that this thing is a 
growing evil everywhere. This want of discipline is becoming apparent 
and these British soldiers take the law into their own hands. WTiat 1 
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want to discuss is the question of lack of discipline, which no Court can 
deal with. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Leader of the House) : Sir, 
I oppose this motion. I need hardly remind you that in la motion like 
tliis onlj' one single specific matter can be discussed and my Honourable 
friend has really mentioned one single specific matter. And what is that ? 
The lack of discipline in the King’s Regiment as evidenced by the conduct 
of certain soldiers of that regiment in the village of Benda. Therefore, 
the sole specific matter is the conduct of these soldiers in the village of 
Benda. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Lack of dis¬ 
cipline. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : As evidenced by the con¬ 
duct of some soldiers. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : He puts it on 
the ground of lack of discipline. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : True : but the lack of dis¬ 
cipline* is based on the specific matter of the conduct of some of these 
soldiers in the regiment in the village of Benda. lie is thus including a 
matter which is croing to be discussed in a ('’oiirt of law. Tf I may remind 
you, Sir, of a previous ruling on this matter, such a motion must be 
restricted to a single specific matter of recent occurrence and must be of 
an urgent nature. I rea<l through the notice again : it says lack of 
discipline in the King’s Regiment as evidenced by the conduct of some 
soldiers of that regiment”. Therefore, the conclusion that there is lack 
of discipline is based on one matter only, namely, the conduct of some 
soldiers of that regiment in the village of Benda. There is no other 
ground for suggesting lack of discipline and there is nothing further w^hich 
can be made really the basis of this lack of discipline. 

Then I take another point. When you lalk of lack of discipline it is 
only when the case has been tried then we will lotow what the facts of the 
case are. Surely by using the word ‘ discipline ’ nothing is advanced. 
What I mean is tliis : w^e must take all theoretical objections : supposing 
the Court finds, as a matter of fact, that there was justification for the 
exercise of the right of self-defence and so on,—it may not be a fact which 
may be ultimately proved—^but if that is so, there will be no question of 
lack of discipline. Again, supposing these soldiers were not at tlie time 
of alleged occurrence under military orders or disciplinary orders to 
remain inside the barracks or inside the cantonment ; they were out, they 
committed murder, they committed oilier offences : thase are crimes for 
which anybody would be punisliable, irrespective of the fact w’hether they 
are subject to military disciiplinc or not : whether in doing that they 
simply broke Ihe ordinary law of the land like committing murder or 
assault or so on or not has nothing to do with the question of discipline. 
All these matters can be discussed really after the case has been tried. 
Then, what is the urgency about this ? Supposing, as a matter of fact, 
some soldiers in the regimient did behave in an improper way, where is 
the urgency 1 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim) ; The urgency 
is stated here—lack of discipline in the regiment, so that the authorities 
may take proper action. 

Tha Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar ; Is it right to expect that 
the authorities would take action when the matter has been taken to Court 
before the lack of discipline is established ? Is that right or fair ? I do 
not deny that it is a matter of recent occurrence, but that is not enough to 
carry my friend through. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question 
comes to this : whctlier the lack of discipline can be proved in any other 
way excepting by wli,at lias occuiTcd. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : The notice specifically con- 
lines iteelf to this evidence : if he had cited no evidence wliatsoever, then 
1 could understand—bid the language is perfectly clear—‘ lack of dis¬ 
cipline as evidenced by the conduct of some soldiers of the regiment \ 
That is the whole gravamen of the charge ; that is the sole foundation for 
making this complaint of lack of dfecipline ; there is no other. I submit 
on this motion as drafterl, knowing that the conduct of these soldiers is 
now being investigated in Court, yon should not allow this motion. 

May I just say one word more in answer to ray Honourable friend 's 
arguments ? If it is not urgent now, then he says this may go on for two 
months and after that it may be dragged on in the High Court for a year 
and then when he comes here he will be told : “ Too late Whether he 
will be told that he is too late or not T do n(Vt know : that will be a matter 
for your ruling, if the occasion arises, lint surely tiie whole fallacy of 
that argument is as if a motion for adjournment is the only method of 
discussing a grievance before this House. Unless you make that basic 
assumption, unless you assume that there is no other way in which a thing 
can be done, that argument has no force. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; What can be 
done noAv ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : It may be done not now, bat 
later, by a Hesolution. (Laughter from the Opposition Benches.) I am 
meeting the point that it is not urgent : supposing the matter Cfomes up 
after a year or six months. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : There may be 
some other kind of remedy. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Siroar : My friend is assuming as if 
be has no other remedy at any time. 

Mr. Bhulabhai J. Desai (Bombay Northern Division : Non-Muliam> 
madan Rural) : But wdiy ‘‘ any time ’M We want it now. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I am meeting the argument 
there will be no remedy later. Before I resume my seat, I will read from 
page 30 of the Book of Rulings : 

“ The formal moving of the adjournment of the House as ti tactical method of 
introducing now matter into the day’s work has during the nineteenth century been 
gradually but steadily discouraged by the rules of the House ”, says Joseph Redlich 
in his Procedure of the House of Commons. 

Of course, my Honourable friends may say this is the 20th century. 
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Further on, the same author says : 

By the present rules such a motion for adjournmont can only be permitted in 
ease of special urgency ’’ ; 

and I am anxious that the same principle should be established in this 
House. 

I submit, Sir, that if this trial goes on we shall know the facts, and 
then it will be time for us as well as for the Government to decide what 
should be done. 

Seth Govind Das (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non-Mtihum- 
madan) ; Sir, as regards the urgency of this matter, which has been 
disputed, I may say that I come from the place where this incident has 
taken place, and I can tell you that round about the place, where the 
soldiers are stationed, there are many small villages. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : On a point of order. Sir, is 
my friend right in discussing these matters now ? 

An Honourable Member ; What is the point of order ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : My Honourable friend is 
referring to evidence about the conduct of these soldiers. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : I would like to 
hear what the Honourable Member, Seth Govind Dias, says. 

Seth Govind Dae : I was pointing out. Sir, that the place where the 
soldiers live is surrounded by many small village.s, and, on account of 
this incident, the villagers who live there are afraid of such incidents or 
even more serious incidents in future ; what I want to point out, there¬ 
fore, is that this matter is very urgent aJid the dLscussion on it might 
enable the military authorities to prevent the recurrence of such offences 
in the near future ; it is. therefore, a matter of vei'y great urgency. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; I have consi¬ 
dered this matter carefully, and I think 1 must hold that this motion 
cannot be discussed usefully without investigating the conduct of the 
Mldiers of the King’s Regiment implicated in the incidents alluded to. 
The sole evidence in the notice of motion before the House, as stated here, 
IS the conduct of those soldiers. The House cannot discuss the conduct 
of those soldiers without taking into consideration the incidents of this 
oceurrenee, and, .as the whole matter is suh jtidice, T feel that the rules 

stand in the way of this motion being allowed. I, therefore, disallow this 
motion. 

Despatch op Troops prom British India, to Addis Abbaba (Abyssinia). 

The President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The next 
motion IS m the name of Pandit Nilakantha Das. He proposes to ask 
for leave for adjonriiraent of the House to discuss a definite matter of 
nrf^eat pnbiK* iiiir>ortarice as follows : 

“ The despatch of troops from British India to Addis Abbaba (Abyssinia)." 

Is there any objection to this motion ? 

(No objection was taken.) 

Does the Honourable Member wish to move this ? 
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Pandit Nilakantha Das (Orissa Division : Non-Mnhammadan) : Yes. 

Sir. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The motion 
will be taken up at 4 o’clock. 


ELECTION OF A MEMBER TO THE STANDING FINANCE. 

COMMITTEE. 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd (Govemment of India : Nominated Official) : Sir, 
in the absence of the Honourable Sir James Grigg, and, on his behalf, I 
beg to mlake the following motion, with your permission : 

“ That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such method as may be approved by 
the ironourable the President, a member of the Standing Finance Committee to ^11 
the vacancy caused by the resignation of his seat on the Assembly by Hit Leslie Sewell 
Hudson. ^ ’ 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question 

iia • 


“ That this Assembly do jiroceed to elect, in such method as may bo approved by 
the Honourable the President, a m<*mtor of the Standing P^inuiice Committee to fill 
the vacancy caused by the resignation of his seat on the Assembly by Sir Leslie Sewell 
Hudson.' ’ 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : I have to 
inform Honourable Members that for the purpose of election of a 
member to the Standing Finance Committee the Notice Office will be 
open to receive nominations upto 12 Noon on Friday, the 6th September, 
and the election, if necessary, will, as usual, be held in the Secretary’s 
Room in the Assembly Building on Wednesday, the llth September, 
1935, between the hours of 10-30 a,m. and 1 p.m. The election will be 
conducted in accordance with the principle of proportional representa¬ 
tion by means of the single transferable vote. 

THE CINEMATOGRAPH (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Graik (Home Member) : Sir, I beg to^ 
move : 

“ That the Bill further to amend the Cinematograph Act, 1918, for a certain 
purpose, as passed by the Council of IState, be taken into consideration.” 

This Bill has been passed by the Council of State and we would have 
proceeded with it in this House last Session had time permitted. The 
Bill is designed to meet an evil which has been felt and commented on 
for some years, namely, the improper and suggestive form occasionally 
taken by certain cinematograph posters and advertisements. The evil 
came to notice a good many years ago when the Cinematograph Com¬ 
mittee of 1928 reported that it was desirable that it should be checked, 
but the only suggestion they made to check it was that the police or the 
magistracy should have statutory power to remove an objectionable 
poster, and that disobedience to any order of removal should be made 
panishable. That suggestion was considered by the Govemment of India, 
but it was not thought very satisfactory, as it was felt that it would 
fail to achieve the object desired, that is to prevent the exhibition of 
objectionable posters. The bulk of the Local Governments who were* 
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consulted on that occasion preferred the remedy which has been em¬ 
bodied in this Bill, namely pre-censorship. We had many protests about 
cinematograph posters, and I shall quote a few of the bodies and people 
who have made such protests. The Association for Moral and Social 
Hygiene writing quite recently said that these posters do much harm, 
and addeU, “ when we consider the standards of courtesy observed be¬ 
tween the two sexes in households in India, it is difficult to see any reason 
for the delay in prohibiting these undesirable posters, often American 
in origin ”. Another protest was made by the All-India Women’s Con¬ 
ference which met at Calcutta in January last year, and another one by 
the National Council of Women in India, a body of which Her Highness 
the Maharani of Baroda is the President, another one by the Bengal 
Welfare Association, of which Sir P. C. Ray is the President, and yet 
another by the Bombay Presidency Women’s Council. Finally, the 
Municipal Corporation of Bombay, during the presidency of Dr. 
Deshmukh, now a Member of this Assembly, wrote in October, 1934, 
thus : 

“ It lias been brought to the uotico of the rorporatiuii that posters depicting 
love scene.s were exhibited by cinematograph companies in prominent places and that 
in the opinion of the ('Orjioration there should be censors to prevent the exhibition of 
ob.jeetionabIe ])osteri. ’ ’ 

There were a number of other protests. I have only quoted a few of 
them. A large number of representations were made to Government to 
take legislative steps to cure this evil. 

Now, Sir, the Bill which is before the House today has been pre¬ 
pared after consulting Local Governments and also Boards of Film 
Censors. Such Boards exist, I think, in five provinces, Bombay, Bengal, 
Burma, the Punjab and Madras,—T think I am right in saying that. 
The Bill provides that advertising matter of a pictorial nature should be 
censored by the Boards of Censors. We do not propose to extend the 
censorship to literary matter such as pamphlets and advertisements in 
newspapers unless they contain pictures, because we do not tliink that 
much harm is done by advertising matter of that kind. But posters and 
pictorial advertisements are sometimes indecent. If any Honourable 
Member is not prepared to accept my statement, I have had some ex¬ 
amples of objectionable posters put up in the Library, and I think any 
Honourable Member looking at these posters will agree with me that tiiey 
are, I won’t say, obscene in the sense that they amount to an offence 
under liie Penal Code, but they are I venture to hold distinctly suggestiNO. 
and in some eases it would not be an exaggeration to describe them as 
indecent. 

Mr. Akhil Chandra D'atta (Chittagong and Rajshahi Divisions : 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) : They are all foreign and not Indian. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Most of them are foreign, but 
there are some Indian too. 

Broadly speaking, the provisions of the Bill are that these pictorial 
advertisements must be exhibited for pre-censorship before the Board of 
Censors and the penalty provided for exhibiting publicly posters which 
have not been passed by the Censors is a fine of Rs. 500, and in certain 
cases, a recurring fine as well if the offence is repeated after warning. I 
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hope that the Bill will be treated as non-controversial and that the House 
will accept its principle. Since the Bill passed the Council of State in 
February or March last, we have taken the opportunity of consulting 
Local Governments, Boards of Censors, and through them the trade. 
Certain objections have been put forward by the trade, but from a great 
many of the trade bodies and corporations that we consulted no replies 
have been received, thus showing that they are indilferent in the matter. 
Those that have objected have had their objections considered both by the 
Local Governments and by the Boards of Censors who are, of course, in 
constant touch with the trade, and the Board of Censors report that the 
apprehensions which the trade entertains are in fact ungrounded and that 
little or no inconvenience will be caused to the trade if this Bill becomes 
law. 

The Honourable the Deputy President suggested that there was no 
need to ap|)ly this law to posters of Indian films. It would be diflieiilt to 
distinguish between films produced in one country and films produced in 
another, and although I admit that taking it by and large the Indian 
posters are less objectionable than those that come from abroad, it is not 
the case that we have not had any complaints about Indian films. That 
was a matter specificallj'^ considered by the Board of Censors of Bengal 
which is the province particularly affected, being the province where I 
think most of the films produced in India are made. 

That is all I have to say on the general lines of the Bill. I think the 
Bill, as it ])assed ilie Council of State, is capable of impro\<^ment in certain 
lespects. We have had certain definite suggestions made to us by one or 
iwo of the x)rovincial Boards of Censors for the modification of the Bill, 
and 1 have myself given notice of one or two amendments to that effect. 
1 see that there is an amendment to my motion, for the appointment of a 
Sch'cl Committee. If that is the general wish of the House, I am quite 
prepared that the Bill should go to a Select Committee, but I must warn 
the House that that may possibly mean considerable delay in passing the 
Bill. I doubt very much whether we shall have time to get it through a 
Select Committee this Session in view of the pres^sure of business, but I 
quite agree that the Bill does want amendment in its present form and I 
am perfectly ready to give the House, or a Select Committee if that is the 
general view, an opportunity of considering and adjudicating on such 
objections as have been made by the trade to the Bill. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Motion moved : 

** That the Bill further to amend the Cinematograph Act, 1918, for a certain 
purpose, as passed by the Council of State, be taken into consideration.’' 

Notice has been given by Mr. Gadgil of an amendment which he 
wishes to move. 

Mr. N. V. Gadgil (Bombay Central Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : Sir, I move : 

“ That the Bill be referred to a Select Committee, consisting of Dr. G. V. 
Deshmiikh, Seth Govind Das, Mr. Samuel Aaron, Mr. Amarondra Nath Chattopadhyaya, 
Mr. Muhammad Nauman, Mr. H. A. Sathar H. Bssak Sait, Sir Ghulam Hussain 
Hidayatallah, Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi, Mr. J. Ramsay Scott, Mr. Pradyumna 
Prashad Singh, the Honourable the Home Member, Rao Bahadur M. O. Rajah, 
Mr. A. S. Hands, and the Mover, and that the number of members whose presence 
shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the Committee shall be six.” 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir x\b(Uir Kaliim) : Motion moved r 

“ Tluit the Bill be referrea to a Beleet (/oniinittco, lonsisting of Dr. O. V. 
Dcshmukh, Seth Goviiid Das, Mr. Samuel Aaron, Mr. Amarciulra Nath Chattopadhyaya, 
Mr. JMulianiinad Nauinaii, Mr. IT. A. Satliar IC. Essak Sait, Sir Ghulain llussaii. 
Hidayatallali, Sir Abdul Halim Ghuziiavi, Mr. .1. Ramsay Scott, Mr. Pradyumna 
Prnshfid Singh, the Honourable the Home Member, Bjio Bahadur M. C. Tlajah^ 
Mr. A. S. Hands, and the Mover, and that the »niinber of jnembers whose presence 
shall be necessaiy 1o constitute ;i meeting of the Gommittee shall b(‘ 

will now go on on both tlie original motion and tlie amend¬ 
ment. 

Dr. G. V. Deshmukh (Bombay City : Xon-Muliaiiiiniulan Urban) : 
Sir, there can be no controversy over a Hill like this when we are as much 
interested in regulating the exhibition of pictures as the Honourable the 
Home Member. We have to remember that the object of this Act was to 
regulate the exhibition of pictures, but now I want to put before the House 
<hc other side of the shield. Under this Bill, we cannot forget that more 
and more power is being given to the so-called aiitliority, ilic licensing 
authority, call it the Board of Censors- -more and more power is being 
given, and it caiuiot be denied, and, I hope, it will not be denied even by 
the Honourable tlie Home Member, that this power has not always been 
(xercised with reason. Indeed, I may say that very often this power has 
b(en exereised in an autocratic fashion, and there is a good deal ot* feeling 
in the public against the Board of Censors. To quote an instance that 
happened not so very long ago, some films were impc»rtod into tliis country 
as educational films. Tliose films wore passed by the International Board 
as educational films. 1 liappencd to see some correspondence on tlicm, 
and I believe I am correct wlien [ say that in one of the letters from the 
Government of India it was asked what was the meaning of educational 
films ; they did not iinderslancl. Tf th^^l tliP nosition, I say, by all 

in ^ans give wider powers in the interests of moral hygiene if you like to 
the Board of Censors. But then you must be very particular as to how 
this Board of Censors is constituted. We find that, all over the country, 
tho authority in many ])laces is given to District Magistrates and Police 
tMicers and Police Commissioners. It seems to me that this is behaving 
in a very backward fashion. After all, India is not such a country where, 
particularly in big cities like Bombay, Calcutta and Madras and other 
eities, you will not get public men or public bodies to associate themselves 
•with the censors so that the films may be ]>roperly judged 'when they come 
up for inspection and there would be less of fooling amongst the merchants 
as well as the film importers. What I ^vould suggest is this. I take it 
that the Bill is now going to the Select Committee and the Home Member 
has himself agreed to it. For instance, in cities like Bombay and Calcutta, 
where there are public bodies like the Bombay Corporation and the Senate 
of the University of Bombay, you would find many public spirited men 
perfectly willing to co-operate with the work of the Police Commissioners. 
In the different cities of India, you wall find the same condition of things, 
and, if you associate them, there would be less of grievance and less of 
lienrt-burning when a film is censored. I would like that iii this business 
of censorship educational institutions and public bodies should be more 
and more associated. If that is taken up in the Select Committee, I think 
that would be a very wise measure, and I do not suppose there would be 
■ouch difficulty about passing the Bill in this House. 
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Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury (Assam : Muhammadan) : I quite 
appreciate the desire of the Government of India to safeguard the morals 
of the public by prohibiting the exhibition of objectionable posters. 
Having seen the samples of the posters that have been put in the Library 
and also the posters in ihe streets, T am not convinced that they arc so 
devastating in their effect on public morals as to require the enactment 
of tliis measure. Holding as 1 do a rather unorthodox view regarding this 
matter, 1 am not very nervous about the consequences of exhibition of 
a certain type of posters. As to the f|uestion of what is objectionable, 
opinions diff(*r and the opinions of the highly respectable citizens who 
constitute ihe Hoard of Censors are not always above (*.riticisni. When 
the lilm producer.s produce some film they produce also the advertising 
mat(*rial and naturally they take care to see that these materials arc of 
such a character as not to offend against the accei)ted notions of 
ohseenity or immorality and so far as my information goes the posters 
I)roduc('d by th(* Indian producers have not been found objectionable any- 
A^Iiere. It is imly flic ])Osters that are imported from outside to wlneh 
object ion has been taken by the authorities. T do not iindonstand why 
the i)Os1ers that ('an bt* exhibited in England and America should come 
under hail in Iiulia. I tliink. Sir. it is too late in the day to suggest that 
Eas»eru pc'ople will have a wrong conception of European life iron» the 
]iosters that arc printed iu the West. Cinema has familiarised the Western 
life to Hasicrn masses and it is generally recognised that human nature* 
is the same all the world over. 1 do not see any reason why if those 
p()st‘*j’s are allowed to he shown and exhibited in England and America 
they si'iould ho banned in India. The Home Memboi* referred to the 
rc])orl of the rineniatograph Committee. The Committee found that lh(*re 
W(u*e some tendeneios to exhibit objectionable posters but they did not 
recommend that the cinema producers ought to he put to the inconvenience 
and trouble of submitting the posters to the Board of Censors. They 
thought tliat it would he sufficient if the |)oIicc took away the objectionable 
posters. 1 think tlmt no cimmia luoducel* will go to the length of sjicnd- 
ing money on pi'inting the jioslcrs when he knows that they are likely to 
be snatciied away by the iioliec when exhibited in public. [ think the 
recommendation of the Cinematograph Committee was quite a cautious one 
and it should meet the needs of the situation. I would again say that the 
Indian him producers have not beim found guilty of showing objectionable 
posters and why should they be penalised for the sins of the European 
produeers ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I said that there have been some 
cases which have been objectionable. 

Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhnry : Opinions will differ. The posters 
held objectionable by Board of Cemsors may not really be objectionable. 
As I said, my views are unorthodox in this matter. I do not consider 
that the posters that I have seen on the streets are so objectionable that 
they should be banned. T am {?lad that the Home Member has accepted 
the motion for reference of the Bill to the Select Committee and I think 
the matter can be thrashed out there. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa f Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions : Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural) : Mr. President, like my friend. Mr. Abdul Matin Chau- 
ilhury. 1 oil) oiipo-sed to this measure, but on grounds exactly opposite to 
his. Before I proceed further, I should like very respectfully to con- 
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gratulate the Honourable the Home Member for keeping his eyes and ears 
open and alert at least in the matter of complaints that come on such 
matters as he likes, while his eyes and ears are absolutely closed to com¬ 
plaints of other kinds, such as those that come from Bengal. You will 
remember, and J am .sure many Members of this House will remember, that 
Lord Irwin on one occasion said that the Indian people get a very wrong 
idea of European life oAving to the cinemas. I agree with Lord ivAvin. 
Having, been myself abroad, T do not think European life is so corrupt 
and so utterly bad as is depi(»ted in the cinemas that are exhibited in 
this country. Being a human being and not being govTrned by racial 
considerations, 1 feel it as hurtful to my own self-respect if any other 
human being is traduced or libelled ; and I stand for the proper repre¬ 
sentation of European life in my country a.s much as I do for the proper 
i* 0 ])resentation of Indian life in countries abroad. It may perha])s satisfy 
the morbid taste of .some gentlemen opposite to .see to it that Indian 
life is tiaduced and painted in very evil colours abroad. It may even 
sati.slA their lust for slander, to see that Miss Mayo's .scandalous book 
is distributed free of cost abroad ; but it does not satisfy me to see that 
European.s are shoAvn in a Avrong and bad light in my country. Despite 
the European clothes worn by many of my countrymen in this House, F 
knoAv that their homes are not European and that they do not live exactly 
as Europeans do. Ideas of decency and of morality differ in certain 
asjiecTs. in different countries, despite all that my friend, Mr. Abdul 
Matin Thaudhury, may .say. 1 am not an expert on cinemas ; I am not 
even an expert on the posters of cinemas. Ff T may confess candidly, I 
have not been to a cinema house more than tAvelve times in my Avliole 
life of forty-five years. (Fjanghter.) I have not looked at many of the 
]) 0 .sters that are exposed ; but the foAv posters and the fcAV films that I have 
seen have given me the idea that the AAdiole thing is seriously corrupt. 
If tlie Cinematograph Act itself Avere under consideration, 1 should he 
th(* first to propose that all cinemas in this country should be abolished 
(Oh ! Oh !) (Hear, hear) unless decency and educational value could 
be ensured in Ihe shoAts together with recreative pleasantness. But we 
are liere limited by the terms of this Bill. T am one of those that do 
not like over-loading the Statute-book. T do not like lots of laws wliich 
are only honoured in the breach. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : More honoured in the breach 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : F£ the Honourable Member is correcting my 
1 PM English, 1 may say tliat he himself is wrong. ‘ More ’ 
is used Avhen a comparison is made. I did not say : 
“ more honoured in the breach than in the observance If F bad said 
that, he would have been right ; but 1 did not use the latter expression 
at all. I simply said : “ which are only honoured in the breach I do 
not know to what university iny Honourable friend belongs. I suppose he 
belongs to Oxford, but I belong to Cambridge (Hear, hear), and we 
Cambridge men yield to no one. I was just going to say that the Indian 
Penal Code and the police laws, as they exist in the country, are quite 
enough to meet the danger that the Honourable Member is afraid of. 
There are laws about decency, there are laws against obscenity ; and I am 
sure the police is not doing its duty when it allows objectionable posters 
to be exhibited in public places. If only the police authorities look into. 
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the laws that they are supposed to administer, they will see to it that 
these posters are abolished without the help of any additional laws. The 
reason wh}* I am opposed to this measure is that I have no faith in the 
censors. As my Honourable friend, Dr. Deshmukh, has already explained, 
these censors behave in funny and autocratic manner. They don’t care 
for their duty but act according to their own notions of things. Though 
the Honourable the Home Member assured the House or seemed to assure 
the House that his purpose was to stop indecency and immorality, I may 
assure you. Sir, from such experience as T have had of his 6ovcnnu<mt 
and of liimself, that all this censorship is going to be used mo.stly for 
political puri)oses. (Hear, hear.) T will give you only one illustration. 
The otlier day, in Farrukhabad in iny Province, and in my constituency, 
a cincuua company w\anted to exhibit a film showing scenes from the 
Bombay Pongress. Tlie District Magistrate of that place advised iho 
manager of the cinema company not to exhibit this film. We* all know 
what the advice ” of a District Magistrate means : if that advice 
had been disregarded, the manager and his company would have gone to 
pieces ! Tliis is the way the censors work here. Sir. T have no trust in 
these censors any more than T have any trust in this Government and 
its personnel (Hear, hear), and, therefore, I am most anxioas that there 
should be no law on the subject, and no addition to the existing law. 
What are 1he.se posters, after all ? They are only a replica, so far as 
I know’, of the films that have been passed by the censors. In European 
countrie.s they have a standard of clothing ; for instance, they see nothing 
very indecent in a lady of rank and title appearing in a skirt not low’cr 
than her knees, but in India—w^e may be WTong—w’e regard this as in¬ 
decent, and we think that w'omen .should be more clothed than tliis. 1 
have no (>bjeetion to European women putting on wdiatever clothes they 
like ; they folloAv their own standards ; but \ve do not want those standards 
to eonio hcTO. I have seen on the few’ occasions that I have been in a 
cinema hall (Laughter) the audience indulging in ribald laughter wdieii- 
ever they see some scene throwm on the screen wdiieh would not have elicited 
even a .smile from a European audience. Here they feel that it is some¬ 
thing very amusing. 

I will refer—if you will permit me to do so, Sir,—to the rather 
embarrassiug subject of kissing. (Laughter.) Now’, in India, w’e are ]iot 
much used to being kissed or to kissing (A Voice : What ^) in public. 
In India—I am not talking about those gentlemen who have been ajiing 
European manners (Laughter), I am talking of the vast mass of the 
peo]de—I can tell you, Sir, that if you take a census, you will find that 
about tfO per cent of husbnnd.s have never kissed their wives (Laughter) 
(Fn/ee.s' oj What ? ” What ? ”), and certainly 99 per cent of Indian 
wdve.s have never kissed their husbands (Laughter) in public. Now’, 
kissing in public here is almost reserved to babies ; hut in European 
countries public kissing is a very common thing. In England, for 
instance, men and women kiss each other without creating any confusion 
at railway stations. (Laughter.) On the continent of Europe, men kiss 
each other without creating any similar confusion. If men kiss each other 
in England, there would be confusion, because that is not the custom 
there. In Pjngland. you are only authorised to kiss ladies, and if you go 
beyond that, you wdll get into trouble. Now, whenever these films of 
indiscriminate kissing are exhibited, there is always ribald laughter here 
from those who are witnessing these scenes. 
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An Honourable Member : They are beginning to like it. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : They are beginning to like it, and I am sorry for 
them ; and T wish that Government, if they mean to be a Government— 
I doubt if they mean to be a Government, they only mean to be a tyrant— 
if they really are a Government in any sense of the word, they will see 
to it that the immoral in human nature is not encouraged. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Is kissing prohibited f 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : I ask the Honourable Member who is pretending 
to indulge in a moral lecture to this country, in the case of everything 
that a human being does in private, why should not all that be exposed 
on the screen, and whj’^ bring in this law ? Sir, T cannot understand the 
Honourable jMeinber indulging in moral lectures ; T can understand him 
in th^ realm of politics. My clear submission to this House is that we 
must stand against all exhibition of immorality and indecency according 
to our standards and not according to the standards of Europe. I say 
that ihe whole of the cinema censorship is wrong in principle because 
persons v.ho are in elmrge of censorship are themselves rather fond, as one 
of my friends said, of those things which they pass as good. And what 
happens i)i Mofussil towns ? T can give many examples from my own 
city of l>enares. The ])olicemen themselves arc rather fond of seeing 
cinemas and so are the magistrates. T know of deputy colloetors phoning 
to the ])olice station, and asking the llxanadar to inform the neighbouring 
cinema house that His Majesty the Deputy Oolleetor with his family 
wants 1o visit the cinema ; and seats are thereupon reserved for thejn 
without any payment When policemen and magistrates are allowed free 
admission to cinema houses, of course, they arc very chary of running 
cinema men for ind(»ccncy and immorality. How doe.s the Home Memher 
ex])oct that this evil of his Oovernmont will bo abolished 'i If any wrong 
doing on the part of magistrate's and the police are mentioned to him, 
he says : ‘‘I liave never heard about them. All this is absolutely false 
and uni rue.He was saying the .same thing when infoi med of the 
actual liappcniugs in Dengal. Any complaint that is made against his 
subordinaics is false and untrue ; and anythiinr that ho likes to believe 
is true. NVt* have se(*ii how sensitive lie was when tlie motion for adjourn¬ 
ment was moved this morning. He seemed to me to be treating very 
lightly tin* liLV that was tnlcen in Jubbulpore. But when it eomes to his 
own subordinates and mcml)ers of his own Government, he becomes awfully 
scusirivc. 1 shall have more to say if I get an opportunity, Avhen his 
infamous Bill rc Criminal LaAv Amendment comes before the House. But 
for the ])resout T shall he satisfied with saying that this Bill be withdrawn 
and that the Home Member and his Government should instruct all sub- 
ordin^lte^; throughout the country to see that immoral and indecent po.ders 
are not exhibited in tbe public streets. I may assure the House that there 
is ]>hmty of scope under the terms of the various existing laws, for 
exampl(‘, the Indian Penal Code and the Criminal Procedure Code' for 
the local magistrai v and the local police to take action against olTendcrs. 
As T said at the beginning, I do not want to overburden the Statute- 
book. TIu' larger the number of laivs that you enact the lesser tbe pos¬ 
sibility of their being followed in action. With these few Avords, I wish 
to a])peal to both sides of the House to throAv out this Bill and to depend 
upon the ordinary laAV of the land. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the 
Clock. 
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TJio Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two the 
Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) in tlie Chair. 

Seth Oovind Das (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non-Muham- 
niadaii) : Sir, I do not want to ^ive a silent vote on this question as I 
am ju^rsojwUy connected with this industry and I know its difficulties. 
At the very outset, I want to make it clear that I am one of those who 
want to censor films from a moral point of view, and the concern with 
which I am (connected is floated to produce such films which are clean from 
a moral ]ioint of view. But, at the same time, I do not want that such 
restrictions should be imposed on this industry, which will kill the industry 
itself. 

Now, Sii*, according: to this Bill, representation of every picture will 
have 1() be hroiijiht before the Board of Censors. This pictorial repre¬ 
sentation will not contain only big screens and posters, but even photo¬ 
graphs and blocks, the number of which got^s sometimes even to hundreds. 
Sir, to bring all this material before the Censor 'would be not only too 
difficult a job for these iilm eoncerns, but would be too expensive. In 
different j)a])ers, when the cinema advertisements appear, those ])apcrs 
also make blocks in different ways and in different combinations. 
These papers arc published from different parts of the country. It would 
be very fHffi(*uIt, I should say, it would bo practically impossible, for 
thi'se papers to get tlieir blocks censored by the Board of Censors. Then, 
generally, all photogi’aphs of these blocks are prepared from the material 
of the films which fire* censored. I do not see the need of censoring these 
things again when flu* film is already censored. 

When Ibis Bill was being discussed in the Council ot State, the 
Ilonourabh Raja Cfhazanfar Ali Khan asked whether Government had 
.received any complaint about the advertisements concerning the filni.s which 
^\clv i)n‘))arcd in India to which the Honourable Mr. Ilallett replied, 
No, Sir, 1 i](t not think we liavc The Honourable Raja Gha/anfar 
Ali Khan again asked if he would not confine this Bill to imported films 
alone, to Avhich tlic Honourable Jlr. Hallett said, ‘‘ No, Sir I do not 
under.sland why, when complaints are not received as far as the Indian 
films ar^* conce rned, this Bill should not be restricted to the imported 
films only and why should this Bill be applied to indigenous films also ? 

I do uut 'v\ant to take up much of the time of the House, but, before 
I sit down, 1 must say one thing more, and that is that I do not think 
this Bill is a safe one from the political point of view as well. Recently 
a film was produced by a film concern in Bombay, namely, Ajanta, its name 
was Sla/dur ”, and the story of that film was written by a famous 
Hindi writer. Babii Prem Chand. This film has been banned in most of 
the proviiices from the political point of view. This Government calls 
itself the Government of India, but there is no denying the fact that it 
is not our Government, and I shall be the last person to give any more 
powers in a)iy direction in the hands of the present Government of India. 
Therefore, 1 must oppose this Bill both on principle and on its merits. 

Dr. F. X. DeSouza (Nominated Non-Official) : Sir, although the Bill 
is being treated more or less as a non-controversial measure, yet I should 
like to intervene in this debate for a few moments to express my gratitude 
to the Honourable the Home Member for introducing this Bill, on behalf 
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of the Indian Christian community which 1 represent in this House. No 
community, Sir, viewis with more concern the mischief done by obnoxious 
films than the Indian Christian community. Uepreseniin^ as these 
films profess to do the types of culture and modes of life j^revailing' 
in Christian countries, people in the East have a tendency to regard 
these films as typical of the Christian culture of the West.. Therefore, we, 
the Indian Christians in this country, feel as if Christianity itself was on 
trial in the Bast. It is, however, unnecessary to inform this enlightened 
House that these films are not typical of Christian culture at all. They 
represent the culture which Hitler has called the Bolshevisatioii of culture 
and are no more representative of the true Christian culture than the 
P»olshevjk State rc])resents the ideals of a (.^hristian State. 

Sir, there is indeed a school of thought in this country which was re¬ 
ferred to this morning by my Honourable friend, Mr. Sri Prakasa^ which 
regards these disgraceful exhibitions of European life not without some 
satisfactiem. Thej^ do not wholly condemn these exhibitions, because 
they think that th(*y tend to lower the prestige of the Western races in 
tlie eyes of the EastcMui jioople. I, for one, do not share these feelings. 
As my Honourable friend, Mr. Sri Prakasa, expressed it this morning in 
his best Cambridge manner, those films are a degradation of our common 
humanity. 

As I have said the measure is being treated more or less as a iion- 
controversial measure, there is general agreement about its being referred 
to a Select committee. Tvo types of mind A\erc brought to light in the 
course of the debate this morning. One type was that of extreme con.sor- 
vatism wln(*li regards kissing as mischievous and shoit skirls as a source of 
great (hanger. There is another school of thought represented by my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Abdul Matin (^haudhury, who thinks that no harm 
can be done by a picture however had it may b(\ I shall leave these two 
extremes aside and I think tlio general sense of the llou^e is tliat the 
posters which are now advertised do contain very objectionable matter, 
and it is up to the Select Committee to inquire to what extent they should 
be stopped. 

My Honourable friend, Mr. Sri Prakasa, said, after all what is a 
poster ? A y)oster is merely a replica of the film and if the film is not 
censored, why censor the pos+er ? Well, Sir, T do not agree with him nor 
did tlie Cinema C-oinmittee which inquired into the matter in 1928. T will 
use tlie w’ords which the Cinema Committee used : 

* * Posters like other catchpenny devices are often more lurid than the goods 
which they advertise and at times refer to scenes which have been excised either bv 
the censor or the oxhibilor himself. 

As an. instance they say that the^i' theTnselve.s witnessed an enlarged 
poster advertised “ Kiss me Again ” in too suggestive a manner but the 
film itself was absolutely harmless. True, the old proverb says that good 
wine needs no bxi.sb. Apparently, according to the experience of the 
Cinema Committee, a good film requires a had poster in order to make it 
more alluring. 

Sir, I shall not detain the House further except to mention one thing 
And tliat is that when the Select Committee comes to consider this Bill 
they will bear in mind one or two points referred to this morning. 
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first was the constitution of the Board of Censors about which I see there 
is general dissatisfaction in the larger eilics of Bombay, Madras and Cal¬ 
cutta. They consider that superannuated old gentlemen are not in touch 
witli modern ideas and they want tliat the Board of Censors should be 
more rei)resentative hy having men interested in education, social reform 
and other public? activities to be inchuled in them. The second point to 
which I should like to draw the attention cf tl)e Select Committee is that 
more facilities should be given to producers of films than exist at present. 
I understand tiiat both in Sfadras and Bombay there are no decent pro¬ 
jection boards at all provided, and the unfortunate producer has consider¬ 
able expense in hiring a theatre from one of the cinema exhibitors and he 
has to pay tlie taxi hire of inspectors and incur expense before the film is 
passed. Third and last, J should also draw the attention of the Select 
Committee to the fact that the industry has now become a nailioiial in¬ 
dustry. T hear that ir) Bombay nearly 20,000 men are employed in this 
industry and therefore a national (roverninent which this Government is 
gradually beemning slioidd feel that it is its duty to make it a national 
industry by abolishing the duty on raw films, by having educational films 
or patriotic films produced or in any other wmy that may suggest itself 
to the Select (^mimiltee. Sir, I support the motion. 

Mr. M. Ohiasuddin (Punjab : Landholders) : Sir, I wish to draw 
the attention of the House to the fact that no good can come out of this 
measure unless a radical change is made in the type of persotis who are 
to be appointed as film censors. ITow^ wull anybody feel if a blind mail 
w'orc mad(‘ a judge of art, or a deaf person a judge of mtisic or a 
teetotaller were made a ivine taster in a hotel ? At present the only 
qualification wliicli is rei|uired of a man to be a])poiiited as a film eensor 
is llial lie should have ultra-puritanical views and so w^e see some of the 
best pietun's being .'slaughtered because the Iversons so appointed have 
no sense of art. T can illustrate my point liy quoting what liapnened 
vr.j.y recently in Lahore. A picture called “ The Private Life of 
Henry the Eighth whi<h we.s exhibited both in America and in England 
and to which the critie.s of both eountries gave very fine certificates was 
censored because they thought it w^ndd bring hatred and contempt on 
th(» Knglisli race here. It was shown in London where it was a great? 
success and T suppose theiv are a feiv English people in London. It did 
not hurt any of their an.sceptibilities ; yet it w^as thought that tliis picture 
would bring into hatred aiul contempt the English people over here. On 
the other hand, picture.s which show’ Asiatics as villains and Englishmen 
as heroes and in which Asiatics are dejiicted in the worst colours are freely 
exhibited without any restraint. So 1 wish to submit that, before this 
Bill is passefl into law^ the SeWt Committee wTuld see that provisions 
are made to remove these defects. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind ; Noii-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I 
feel much concerned wdth this Bill. Having taken some interest in this 
matter, I found that there arc some matters wdiich must be attended to by 
Goveriunent. On account of that I had communications with the Home 
Member and I drew his attention to the fact that in this Bill oir in some 
other Bill provision should be made to checkmate the production of pictures 
in India which are quietly photographed here and taken to the 
other countries, developed there and exhibited to the detriment of Indian 
people. On that point T hc.d some correspondence with the Home Member 
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and the House knows that at the last Session in Delhi two instancy were 
brought before the House to show how atiempts are being made in that 
direction by showing such films in countries outside India. I also sug¬ 
gested some remedy for that purpose but as the Home Member then stated 
that he would look into the question we waited to see what he would 
actually do in that respect. I hope I have made clear to the House what 
I mean. 8ome people come over here from America and other places and 
take incorrect pictures here of things which do not sometimes even exist. 
Thus many things manipulated are to the detriment of the Indian people 
and tlie country of India. These people take such photographs round to 
America and other places and exhibit them there : this is a thing that 
must be stopped with a strong hand, and for that purpose I hope 
that some method will be found out by the Government to check it. The 
last reply that I got from the Honourable Slember sliowed his sympathy : 
it also showed that he had at liis heart the question of safeguarding the 
interesis of India in that direclion. but he was not able to find out any 
remedy. He asked : How can we prevent it t There are secret ways 

of photographing and taking away Ihese films.’’ Dut I submit that in 
this matter if the Governmejit have vision they will certainly find a vray 
out. It cannot be tliat a mischief like this eannot be prevented : Govern¬ 
ment have got their own 0. T. D. and their inspecting and other staff to 
find out whether things are being done illegally or not. At the customs 
offices and at the ports, inspections are always going on and so much 
money is being spent on inspectors’ salaries and other precautions, and 
I am sorry to say fliat I get this reply. However, I do not despair— 
I never despair—and I hope the Government will think over this question 
and the Select Committet^ will give attention to this (piestion and arrive 
at some method by which this evil could be checked. 

Now, coming to the Bill itself, there are two motions before the 
House ; one is to take the Bill into considei’ation and the other is to refer 
it to a Select C-unmittee : and I think the Home Member has been wise in 
accepting the motion to refer it to a Select Committee. There is no- doubt 
that it is not a contentious Bill ; it is also not objectionable if the pro¬ 
visions ;jrc work<‘(l iiroporly. F would h(*re submit that the original Cine¬ 
matograph Act has not been worked properly, as was pointed out by 
Dr. Deshmukh : it is left in the hands of the District Magistrates, as so 
many other things are left in their hands : in many iiistancc>s European 
District Magistrates do not know our customs and manners, our feelings 
and our tastes, and they give permission to» show pictures, judging from 
the standard of their own country. I say the Censor Board should be 
constituted in such a mauiier that it should consist of Indian (‘xperts 
jointly though Avith European experts, of persons who feel themselves 
responsible to the people and who consult the view^s of the public and 
find out whni is good ajid wliat is bad. 

So far as the throwung out of the Bill is concerned, 1 am sorry T cannot 
join hands with my friend, Mr, Sri Prakasa. He has put his case very 
well ; but docs he know that the Cinematograph Act exists today and that 
this Bill is only supplementary to it, adding one or two sections to it ? 
If it is suggested that the original Act itself should go off and that there 
should bo no legislation in this matter at all, I for myself would not 
agree to it at all. Therefore, to reject this Bill will not achieve the object 
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in view. Our destinies and the destinies of tlio British have been mixed 
together and we cannot avoid their joining us in passing legislation for 
safeguarding this country and theirs. In this matter, however, the sense 
of morality itself is different, and I cannot agree with my Honourable 
friend, Mr. Abdul Matin (.^haiidhury, that any picture which is good in 
America is good here. In fact, I do not think his own community will 
accept what he says here : I do not know where he got those ideas from. 
Is it Koranic law which tells him that an obscene picture should be 
accepted in tins country t (Interruption.) My friend is still young and 
he will revise his views later on : I know from my experience of him of 
so many years that he is open to correction and is not incorrigible. 
(Laughter.) I have seen the world and I can form my own judgment.... 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra (Presidency Division : Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) : Arc you within the 90 per cent, or within the 10 per cent, 
category of Mr. Sri Prakasa ? 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : As I say I do not agree with those who 

3 think that this Bill should be thrown out. i do not also 

agree with tliosc who say that what is good for America 
or for the British peo])le is good for India. 1 say we must have a good 
body of censors in India. Some ))eople say we must do away with cinemas 
altogether : if you eaii have Congress rule you can certainly do it : but at 
presenl it is no use saying those things. WJmt J say and einpliatically say 
is that precautions must be adopted for proper censorship before the Bill 
passes oui of the Select (^ommittce. The (Committee should consider all 
those vi{*w.s. If no provisions are to be made and no precautions taken to 
get a better Board of (Vnsors, then it is no use having this legislation. I 
think this side of the House is agreed that the censorship now is not 
impartial or good. Now if you want to censor films but you do not want 
to censor po.sters and advertisements it will he an anomaly. It Js said 
there is no such laiv in England ; true, but even the Royal Cinemalograpli 
Commission, considering the condiHon in India, recommended it 
for India. I think they have sense enough, in fact they have 
more sense than some of us have here. My Honourable friend 
oppo.««ite asked how to meet the differences of opinion as to the 
kind of posters and pictures ? Are there not differences of 
opinion in this House ? How are such differences got over ? Such differ¬ 
ences of opinion arc got over by a majority. Have a useful Board of 
Censors, and if by a majority they consider that a certain film or pos 1 (*r is 
liannless, 5 ’ou can pass it, but if it is considered objectionable by the 
majority, certainly don’t pass it. Therefore, I say that this is only a 
sii|)pleincntary IBill, ar.d so all necessary precautions and safeguards should 
be taken to see that tlie Act itself is also worked properly. We know in 
India how Bills when they become an Act are worked, how their provisions 
are carried out in practice. The whole measure is considered very niee 
by this House and it becomes an Act, and when it is sent out, how does the 
Executive work it ? They try to whittle down eveiything and then tell 
you that il is working very well. All I want to say js this. When the 
Bill comes out of the Select Committee and again comes before this House 
if necessary precautions are not taken or if certain provisions are not 
embodied in it as safeguards. I for one would ask the whole House to throw 
it out 
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Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar (Madras ceded Districts and 
CJiitloor : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I wish to say a few words in 
respect »)f this Bill. Some of us on this side ai’e sharply divided on this 
Bill according to their age. Persons as they grow old find objectionable 
matter in everything. I would say, Sir, that this Amending Bill is not 
necessary. Instead of making the original Bill more and more useful so 
that bettor films may be produced, and the industry as a whole is 
encouraged, every kind of obstacle is sought to be placed in the way of 
the further progress of this film industry. Recently, Sir, in an exhibition 
which was opened by Sir M. Vishweshwarayya, he explained how this 
industry is full of promise for tlie future and what great potentialities it 
has before it. Persons of various professions are engaged in this indus¬ 
try,--artists, play-wrights, photographers and engineers find occupation in 
this industry. Again and again resolutions have been passed and repre- 
sejitations have been made to the Government that raw films brought into 
this country might be let off easil}’’ without charging a hea\y import duty. 
Far from taking action in the ilirection suggested by the public, unfortu¬ 
nately every kind of stringent measure is sought to be adopted with a view to 
kill this infant industry. 1 would submit that if the original film itself 
cannot be exhibited without its pas.sing tlirougli a Board of Censors, there 
is no need putting before that Board the advertising matter also relating 
to that film. VVliatever the advTrtis('meiit may be, a person take's the 
trouble of advertising a film only for the ])urpose of exhibiting that film. 
If the film is likely to be censored, the advertiser will not be foolish enough 
to send up posters at a huge cost to advertise his film, and if it is to be 
exhibited, there is absolutely nothing objectionable in allowing pi(*torial 
repivsentations thereof to go in advance. Already the film producers are 
put to an enormous cost by way of fees for inspection and they have made 
various representations to Government from time to time. Under the i\ct, 
.50 ])er cent, of those who are nominated on the Board of Censors are 
officials and the other oO \M^r cent, are non-officials. Views are changing 
everyday regarding decency, and they are naturally different in different 
countries. Recently, an M. A. was found to he an obnoxious being, not 
a fit person to be admitted to society, because he had not put on western 
costume. We do not know where this will end. A kind of dress that, is 
nsiially adopted in one country may be objected to by persons in another 
conntiy. T would, therefore, .say that if you select persons of the type 
who recently sought to avoid or exclude an Honourable Member of (his 
House from a club, if such persons are y)nt on the Board of Censors, we 
do not know if this industry will be allowed to flourish in this country at 
all. We are trying to be too sensitive in this matter. 

With regard to sending advertising matter before the Board of 
Censors, I would say there Is absolutely no need for it. it is not necessary 
and it y>uts the film producers to a very great expense. 

Then, Sir, as regards the restrictions In these days, we are trying to 
empower the Government with certain powers which can be used adversely 
to the interests of this country. “ Dandi March ’’ and similar films which 
are exhibited in other countries are not allowed to be exhibited in this 
country. This Amending Bill does not restrict the pictorial a»lvertise- 
ments to obscene pictures or pictorial adverti.sements alone. Anything on 
political grounds can be tabooed. Yon are placing once again too much 
power in the hands of the Board of Censors, 50 per cent, of which is 
nominated by Government. Anything, however, useful to this country, 
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can be tabooed by the Board of Censors. I would, therefore, request 
Honourable Members of this House to consider whether it is desirable 
to place much more power than already exists in the hands of the Board 
of Censors over whose nomination or appointment this House has 
absolutely no control. 

Then, even after a film is produced and exhibited, there is the District 
Magistrate or the local Superintendent of Police to throttle it, who says 
that even if the film has passed through the fire, even if it has been passed 
by the Beard of Censors, it is objectionable so far as a small place is con¬ 
cerned, as if the morals contained in a picture exliibitcd in a small place 
dillVr fnm the morals in tlie presidency headquarters, so that films which 
are ])assed by a Board of Censors as fit for a big place become absolutely 
objectionable to a small place. That is how at any stage a film which is 
produced at an enormous cost is likely to be banned. Under these circum¬ 
stances. 1 suggest that this is not a measure which should receive support 
from tiiis side of the House. However, as my friend hiis moved for refer¬ 
ence to a Seleet (^ommittee, I suggest that suflfieient precautions should be 
taken in the Seleet Committee, at least with re.si)eel to this portion of the 
Amending Bill, to see that the Board of Censors consist of some representa¬ 
tives Avlio will be free from bias or who wotdrl not be absolutely under the 
thumb of the (iov(*rnment. 

FiM’iher, Sir, 1 would say that it is just and proper that film pro¬ 
ducers sliould Iiav(^ adecpiale representation on such Board of Pensoi’s. 
No doubt, this would mean a modilieation of the original Bill itself, but 
at least with respect to this portion,—the preamble not having been modi¬ 
fied, -at the Select Pommitieo stage necessary amendments should be made 
so tliat .nulable provisions may be incorporat(Ml in the Bill in order to give 
proper iv\)vcsentati<»u 1(» the film \)Voducers as also to the nou-ofiiciul public 
on tlic Ih-ard to closure that proper tUius are not uni\e.cessari\y tabooed. 

Tlien, as regards the difficulty which my friend, Mr. Lalchand Navalrai, 
raised, that films produced in this country are taken surreptitiously to 
other countries where we are made a laughing stock, he was at pains to 
find out a remedy, and it apjiears that in spite of repeated represenlalions 
the Government also expressed its inability to remedy this evil. I w^ould 
suggest tliat there ought to bo an International convention that unless a 
film is certified in the place of its origin, it ought not to be allowed to he 
exhibitf d in another country. Such a convention is not hard to get, because 
if other countries do not accept that convention, it is easy for us to exhibit 
in our country films depicting damaging tilings about those countries. 
Therefore all countries should be interested in bringing about that conven¬ 
tion if it is possible. Of course, this may be a matter foreign to tlie scojie 
of the pn sent Bill and of the Select Committee, but I would suggest that 
the lloncurable the Mover might bring the Bill in a modified form so that 
it may do more justice to the industry and the public at large. You will 
not prevent books, you may prevent these films and advertisements. I was 
really surprised when I went through the posters collected and kept in the 
Library. 1 did not find much of objectionable material therein, and I 
wonder how they should take objection to this when we find exhibited in 
every railway station nude pictures in journals of the nude society and 
sun bathing journals containing pictures of nude sun bathers. I do 
not know if the Government or the Honourable Member have ever seen those 
pictures. Here at least there is an attempt to cover up the coverable 
portions, but in those pictures there is absolutely no attempt to do so. 
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We are unfortunately in a position in this country Avhere we have not got 
the means to cover both the waist and the upper portion of the body, and 
a suii batli is absolutely unnecessary" in those circumstances. I find that 
there is no censorship in tile ease of the nude cult and sun bathing 
societies. You do not prohibit that, and still you try to prohibit this 
branch of industry in tJiis country when it has not yet been able to raise 
its head. It is full of promise and, therefore, let us not be too careful and 
nieticulons about this and kill the indiLstry even in its infancy. I just want 
to say one word more. ]\Iy Honourable friend, l\Ir. Sri Prakasa, being 
quite young I thought tliat he would feel like a young man. But he seems 
to be a purilan from his birth. He, incidentally, said that 90 per cent, of 
our people do not know what it is to kiss. I hope that he confines his 
objection to kissing in public. (Ijaughter.) 

The Honourable Sir Henry Graik : Most of the speeches delivered 
by objectors to this Bill have dealt with the censoring, not of posters, but 
of films, ami that is a subject with Avhich the Bill does not deal in any 
way whatever. Th<‘ Bill is wholly confined to a proposal that pictorial 
posters should be pre-eeusored. (hie or two objections have been taken 
on the ground tliat tlie Bill would prove a serious obstacle to tlie him 
producing or fdm exhibiting industry, and Ihc Honourable geutleman 
opposire said that if ihe films themselves have to be censored, what is the 
point in censoring th<‘ advertisemenfs which are merely a part of the 
film. Tliai is not, slridly speaking, accurate. Advertisements very often 
repicsent scones that are not actually in the films themselves. I imagine 
that most of tlie pai-lieiilarly objectionable advertisements are oi* that 
description. Further, it vas said that the Bill would put additioiml 
exiiense on the iiuliistry. f^ut there is no proposal that any additional 
fee shoidd be elutrged in the censoring of advertisements. It is merely 
proposed that Ihe advertisements should be shown to the Board of Onsors 
at the same time as the films to which they refer. Honestly T do not think 
that it would really involve any additional expense or hindiance to the 
development of ilie trade. However, that is a matter that can and will 
certainly be. gone into if the Select Committee is appointed. 

My Honourable friend, Mr. Lalchand Navalrai, introduced quite a 
different subject when he referred to the correspondence which he recently 
had with myself about films manufactured in India. He aslccd me, so 
far as 1 recollect the correspondence,—I have not seen it recently—he 
asked me whether there was not some Avay in which films manufactured 
ill India could be censored before they were taken out of the eountiy. 
But T am afraid that is not practicable because a staff of photographers 
come out here and take photographs, but they do not develop them in 
this could ry and it is impossib!^^ to show them to the censor or to any one 
else, even if we were aware, as we cannot always be, where they were being 
ma(lo and vlien they were being taken out of the country. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : The Honourable Member will excuse me if 
I iuterrnpt him. My point was whether the Government could not have 
means to find out when the productions are secretly made and taken out 
of the country. My corrrespondence will show that. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I am sorry I cannot hear the 
Honourable Member. I will be glad to discuss this subject with him and 
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to show him what the practical difficulties in the way of his suggestion 
are. 


Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : My Honourable friend said that v/heii they 
are secretly made and taken out they could not be censored. My point 
was, and I have explained it today in my speech, that those pictures arc 
secretly made and taken out of India, and some method should be devised 
to see that this does not happen. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik ; I had better liave a 4liscussion 
with the Honourable Memlier outside the House ; if he can mak^^ any prac¬ 
ticable sir 4 :i-'esli()n 1 ^Yill only be too glad to consider it. Hul it is veiy 
difficult to disciLss it on the floor of this House way of question and 
answer, and after all, it has nothing whatever to do with the Hill now 
un (le r eon si de ra t i on. 

1 think I am riglii in saying that on the wdiole the House is sympa¬ 
thetic to the object of this Hill, and I trust that it will agree tliat it should 
be further considerc'd either by Select (’ommittee or by a Committee 
of the whole House, 1 do not really miiid which. I do not think that the 
views expressed by ihe Honourable Member from Heiiares, wh.ieh seemed 
to be of a very ])essiiuistic nature, really reliect any large body of opinion 
ei-^'or in this House (yi* in the country. The Honourable Memh-er dislikes 
films altogether. !((' dislikes cinema houses, he dislikes kissing^ he dis¬ 
likes (loverninent, he dislikes me.... (Laughter.) 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : He is opposed to kissing iu public, and not 
in bed. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik ; lie dislikes nearly o\(*rything. 
When the Hououiable Member w^as speaking, to me he seemed to have 
the outlook of a gouty, pessiini.stie old gentleman of 8o, and I sugg'^st that 
he should tiy to model his outlook on life slightly more closely on the 
lines of the bright young gentleman silting straight in front of him. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Before the 
amendment is put, the Chair w’ould mention to tlie House tliat the Mover 
of the amendment w^ants to add the name of Babu Baijnatli Bajoria to 
the personnel (»f tlu' Select Committee. The question is : 

“ That the name of Babu Baijnath Bajoria bo added to the Select Committee. ’' 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President (Tiie Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The ques¬ 
tion is : 

“ That tho Bill be referred to a Select Committee, consisting of Dr. G. V, 
Deshmukh, Seth Govind Das, Mr. Samuel Aaron, Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya, 
Mr. Muhammad Nauman, Mr. H. A. Sathar H. Essak Sait, Sir Ghulam Hussain 
llidayatallah, Sir Abdul Halim Ghuziiavi, Mr. J. Rjiiiiaay Scott, Mr. Pradyumna 
Prashad Singh, the Honourable the Home Member, Rjio Bahadur M. C. feajah, 
Mr. A. S. Hands, Babu Baijnath Bajoria, and the Mover, and that the number of 
Members whoso presence shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the Committe<? 
shall be six.” 

The motion was adopted. 



TJIK ALIGARH MUSLIM UNIVERSITY (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai (Secretary, Department of Education, 
Health and Lands) : Sa-, I beg to move : 

That the Bill further to amend the Aligarh Muslim University Act, 1920, 
for a certain purpose, as passed by the Council of State, be taken into considera¬ 
tion. * * 

Tliis is a very simple measure, Sir, and I hope that it will prove to be 
non-ciontrovorsial. 1’owards the end of April, 1934, the Court of the 
Aligarh Muslim I jiivcrsity decided to rceonimend to the Governor General 
in (.'oumdl llirougii tlic Board of Visitors that the Aligarh Muslim Gni- 
vei’sity Act sliould be amended so as to abolish the post of l^ro-Vice- 
Chaiuiellor. They made that recommendation in pursuance of a recom- 
mendaUon of a retrejiclimeiit committee which had been appoinletl earlier 
suggesting that tlie post of Pro-Vice-("haiicellor be abolished as a measure 
of economy. The Board of Visitors, 8ir, forwarded the recommendation 
of the Court to the Governor General in ('ouneil but with a moiliiication 
that, instead of abolishing the post, the power shall be left to thij (\)urt 
-either to keep Ibe aj)|)oin1meiit or to abolish the appointment. Their i)oint 
of view, and that is also the point of view of the Government of India, is 
that in tie* ease of a growing institution like the Aligarh Muslim Univer¬ 
sity it is impossible to anticipate when circumstances may arise when the 
appointment of a Pro-Viee-(3iancellor may be necessary. After ail there 
is the sister university of Benares. The Act which constituteil Jiat Uni¬ 
versity made the appointment of Pro-Vice-Chancellor there obligatory and 
from all that I have heard from the Vice-Chancellor and from others the 
business of the University has been so pressing and the functions of the 
Viee-C/haneellor especially in an ambassadorial capacity have been so 
varied that tbey have persistently felt the need of keeping the post of 
Pro-Vice-Cdiancellor filled. What we felt was that rather tlian adopt the 
restrictive recommendation of the Court, because it would be a re*l:rictive 
recommendation if the ('ourt were deprived of the liberty to fill the post of 
Pro-Vice-(diancellor later on if necessary, we should so amend the Act 
as to leave the Court free to a])point a Pro-Viee-<’haneellor when cir¬ 
cumstances required it and to abolish that when circumstances rccom- 
nK'iidcd tliat particidar course. That is the amendment which was made 
by the Bill as i)assed by the Council of State and that is the amendment, 
Sir, to whicli tve now seek the support of this House. Sir, I move. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Motion moved ; 

“ That the Bill further to amend the Aligarh Muslim University Act, 1920, 
for a certain purpose, as passed by the Council of State, be taken into considera¬ 
tion. ’' 

There is an ameiidinent of which notice has been given. 

Matilana Shaakat All (Cities of the United Provinces ; Muham¬ 
madan Urban) : I beg to propose an amendment to the Bill. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Thai is to the 
second clause. 

Manlana Shaiikat Ali : My amendment would read thus.... 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Clause 2 is not 
yet before the House. 
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Mr. Muhammad Vamin Khan (Agra Division : Muhammadan 
Rural) : We have received no notice. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The amendment 
of which notice has been given by Maulana Shaukat Ali is only relating 
to clause 2. 1‘liat is not before the House. This is the motion for con¬ 
sideration. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : We have received no copy of the 
amendment. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : That will be 
dealt with when the time comes. 

The question is : 

“ That the Bill further to amend the Aligarh Muslim University Act, 1920, 
for a certain purpose, as passed by the Council of State, be taken into considera¬ 
tion. ’' 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The (picstion is: 

“ That clause 2 stand part of the Bill.'' 

Notice of an amendment has been given by Maulana Shaukat Ali. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : Muham¬ 
madan Rural) : 1 rise to a point of order. Is this amendment in order 
according to Order 46, sub-section (i) ? Notice has not been given 
within the prescribed time, and, therefore, it cannot be moved. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Does the 
Honourable JMeiuher want to move his amendment ? 

Maulana Shaukat Ali : Yes, my amendment would read thus : 

** In clause 2 of tho Bill, for the proposed section 41, the following be substituted : 

* Tho office of the Pro-Vice-ChanceUor shall be abolished 

This was the recommendation made by the Court of the University. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : May I raise the point of order at this stage! 
My submission is tJiat under Order 46, sub-section {1) notice ought to have 
been given two days (arlier, and, as that rule has not been complied with, 
the amendment cannot, be taken up at this moment. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : When was the 
notice given ! 

Maulana Shaukat Ali : I admit that I gave notice of this motion 
(mly a few hours ago. . I am. very sorry for this mistake, because I am a 
new Member and I have been busy arranging about my accommodation 
and other things. If you allow my amendment, it will be more acceptable 
to the Muslim community. You, Sir, can use your power in my favour, 
Oovernment can use their power to help me. But if that power eaunot 
be used, then I accept the position. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim; : The Chair 
would rule this amendment out of order. Objection has been taken that 
notice was not given in time, and no justification has been made out for 
not giving the notice in time. 

The (luestion is : 

** That clause 2 stand part of the Bill.” 

Maulana Shaukat Ali : Then I want to oppose this Bill. I have my 
reasons for opposing it. If my amendment could have been accepted, I 
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am sure that it would have been in the best interests, not only of the Guv> 
eriiment, but also of the Muslim community and of Aligarh. 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : 1 should like to suggest to tny Honour¬ 
able friend tiiat his opposition would be more appropriate at the stage 
when I move that the Bill be passed, and not at this stage. 

Mr. President (Tlic Honourable Sir Abdur Itahim) : The l?hair 
would like to hear what the Honourable Member has got to say. 

Maulana Shaukat Ali : Sir, I see it is very easy to try to thwart an 
honest motion. 1 v/ant to put up a straightforward and honest fight. If 
every obstacle,—legal or otherwise, that is put in front of me, all I can 
say today is that I will be able to meet it when I make a carefid study 
of the rules and legulations of this House. Today, however, on this 
matter, I must ask the indulgence of the House to give me .a patient 
hearing. 1 am an xVligarh boy. (Laughter.) (A Voice : “ Boy ? ’’) 
Yes, 1 am an Aligarh boy, and am proud of it. I am very mueli younger 
at heart than the youngest man in this House. I know Aligarh well ; 
I have worked for it ; and even my wor.st enemy cannot say that many 
more people love Aligarh better than myself or better than my late 
brother did to the collection of funds for the Muslim University. 1 
devoted myself, and I gave up Government service and took part in 
maki)ig its constitution. We took our full share and we took the greatest 
interest always in every aspect of life of the Aligarh University. Now, I 
want to tell you. Sir, and through you, the House, that the reason on 
account of which feelings were strained between the Government and the 
Muslim people, so much so that men like me and others became rebels and 
outlaws, was on account of Government’s constant interference in the 
internal affairs of Aligarh dearly loved by all. It has always been our 
plea that we Muslims were entirely responsible for the working of the 
coiistitutioii. The great founder from the very beginning laid stress on 
the point that nobody should be a Trustee except a Muslim. On account 
of our feelings of resentment against the Government interference, wc 
became rebels and oullaws. We, Muslims, know how to look after our 
own interests and resent others interfering in matters concerning our¬ 
selves. We liave got enough capable men in our University Court, and 
we are perfectly alive to the best interests of the University,.... 

Mr. President (The Honoiirable Sir Abdur Bahim) : The Chair 
has heard the Honourable Member’s preliminary remarks, and it thinks 
the Honourable Member must now address himself to the clause. 

Maulana Shaukat Ali : I want to show why the University Court 
unanimously recommended to the Government. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : Not unanimou.sly, bji^ a majority of two or 
three. 

Maulana Shaukat Ali : T am talking of April, 1934. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : Then also. 

S^ulana Shaukat Ali : The Vice-Chancellor, Sir Ross Maswood, 
realising the position. i)roposed and the Court accepted it, that the post 
of the Pro-Vice-Chaneellor should be abolished. And the Pro-Viee- 
Chancellor him.self, who was an English gentleman and for whom we 
have the greatest respect, said with emphasis that this post was not really 
needed ; that it has caused and will cause friction and differences and 
intrigues. When you have got a whole-time Vice-Chancellor,—there was 
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no need for the post of the Pro-Vice-Chancellor carrying nearly Rs. 4,000 a 
month. Everybody connected with the University work accepted it. The 
Academic Council, consisting of responsible members of the staff, unani¬ 
mously accepted it, and the gentleman concerned himself, Mr. Bansbotham, 
in the interests of truth, efficiency and smooth-working, said that the 
post was not needed and should be abolished. Then came a communica¬ 
tion after April, 1934, to the Government of India, giving the considered 
decision of all these people who were intimately connected with 
the University. No answer was given nor any notice taken of this 
recommendation. There were reminders sent also but to no effect and 
I would very much like the Honourable Member in charge to lay on the 
table of the House all the correspondence that passed after the University 
had asked for the amendment of the Muslim University Bill, so that the 
House may be able to judge and form an opinion whether the recom¬ 
mendation of the unanimous Court was right or wrong or whether the 
Government Department concerned had treated them with due respect. 
Sir, all 1 want is that tliere should be no corruption, there should be no 
jobbery in our University organization. 1 know there had been corrup¬ 
tion, there had been jobbery which we wanted to stop. 

Here 1 liave gol a report in my hand which very few gentlemen in 
this House liave seen. There was a Vice-Chancellor, of the type of 
Sahabzada Aftab Aiiined Khan,—^a man who had devoted all his life to 
the cause of Aligarh, and then there was a Pro-Vice-Chancellor, the 
quarrels started between the Pro-Vice-(rnancellor and the Vice-Chancellor, 
which ruined the work of our University. There was indiscipline, and 
every rule and reputation of the University was broken to further party 
politics, so much so that tliere were complaints and scandalous quarrels all 
round and it was openly said that money was wasted and salaries increased, 
in favour of partisans, while others got into trouble because they could not 
belong to a certain party and because the Pro-Vice-Chancellor thought 
that he should control and have power and they fought and the University 
suffered. Sahabzada Aftab Ahmad Khan, the Vice-Chancellor, is dead, 
but Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad, the then Pro-Vice-Chancellor, is here and he 
will bear me out that there was constant friction and open quarrels. 
This scandalous condition got so bad that the Government officials com¬ 
plained. After coiisu]t.ation between Rector Lord Irwin and Her 
Highness the Begum of Bhopal, the Chancellor, an impartial commission 
was appointed. There were no Congress people on it nor Muslim 
Nationalists were on it. The Commission had as President Sir Ibrahim 
Rahimtoola. lie was formerly an Executive Councillor of the Bombay 
Government. Later on he became the President of the Legislative Coun¬ 
cil of Bombay, and still later he occupied the Chair that you, Sir, now 
occupy, and on that Commission were Sir Philip Hartog, the educational 
expert, and also Sir George Anderson, now Educational Commissioner 
with the Government of India—^men responsible. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : How is that 
relevant to this clause ? 

Maulana Sbaukat All : Because I want to tell you that the Com¬ 
missioners had to look in the quarrels between the Pro-Vice-Chancellor and 
the Vice-Chancellor. Sir, there is a Persian proverb : 

'' Deh Darwesh der galvmey ha khuspaTid, 

Do Padshah der aqiimey na gunjand.^* 
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[Maulana Shaukat Ali.] 

That is “ ten Faqirs can sleep under one blanket but two Sultans 
cannot be accoininodated in a big Empire.’' Sir, I want to warn my 
Ilonourabie friend of the danger and that we want to close the door for 
corruption. Any partisan can come forward with canvassed votes to 
have someone of his party as Pro-Vice-Chancellor to pull down the Vice- 
Chancellor. I hope, Dr. Ziauddin will have no objection to it because 
he will have no rival to interfere with his work ; he alone would be 
respunsible for the good work or the bad work, that had been done. There 
u'ould be no constant friction and I want to shut the door to all intrigue,*— 
and this impartial and powerful commission’s report supports me in every- 
tliing I have said. I do not want to read it all out, there is no time for it, 
but I do say that the Bill should be dropped now, and later on, say in the 
next Delhi Session it may be taken up, after consulting the Muslim public. 
Tliis is my position. The recommendation of the Commission was that 
Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad should be made to retire and give up his Aligarh 
connection. He left Aligarh and after seven years he is brought back 
again by means of a miserable intrigue started in Delhi. I want to tell 
the Government in clear terms, as far as Aligarh is concerned, it is very 
clear to me. This Muslim University is very important, and is our future 
hope, I do not want that the Government of India should interfere and 
be connected with any underhand intrigue to rob it of its independent 
character. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : Sir, it is a matter of good fortune 
that I am present in this House today when this Bill comes here after 
my having seen this Bill through in the Council of State. (Hear, hear.) 
Sir, I am one of the few members of the Court of the Muslim University 
who are the Members of this House also. I am not going to traverse all 
the ground which has been covered by my friend, Maulana Shaukat Ali. 
I do not want to say what were the causes which made him a rebel or an 
outlaw Or how he came over to the other side, as he himself has expressed 
his feeling. The question for me is whait is the opinion of the Court of 
the Muslim University and how far has Government acted according to 
the wishes of that Court. 

The Couii: considered this matter in April, 1934, when Sir Syed Ro^s 
Masood was the Vice-(Jhaiicellor and at that time there were certain per¬ 
suasions made by him and there was something in the minds of the members 
of the Court which led them hurriedly to accept the recommendation 
that the post of the Pro-Vice-Chancellor be abolished. But when this 
proposition came again before the Court on November 25th, 1934, the 
members of the Court, who were not present in the meeting of April, 1934, 
and who now became aware of the previous decision, challenged that deci¬ 
sion and they came in full strength in November, 1934, to reconsider that 
decision. At that time the decision of sticking to the former resolution 
of the Court was decided by 42 votes against 38. This was a very close 
division and, as the Honourable Members of this House are aware, this 
agitated the whole Muslim public in India. Members of the Court came 
from all parts of India, such as Hyderabad, Madras, Peshawar, Assam and 
other ^ar distant places in the country simply to give expression to their 
views. The members voted in favour of the old decision simply because 
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some of them did not like to go back on their former decision. I was 
present throughout and I know that the opinion was closely divided. The 
chief thing that prevailed in the mind of the people who had voted on the 
side of 42 was this that as they had taken a decision only a few months 
back, they did not like to change it. There was other side also and 
members who were absent in the first meeliug thought that they must 
hold that that decision was wrong and they must revise it. Besides, on 
the side of 38 votes there were people who had been sul>scribing greatly 
towards the funds of the Muslim TJniversity. Therefore, although they 
were in the minority by four votes only, their views certainly carried 
great weight. This opinion was forwarded to the Government of India 
and I think the Govornirient of India could not find a better solution than 
to say that they left the matter entirely to the Court. Sir, up to this 
time it has been obligalory under the Act to have a Pro-Vice-Chancellor. 
That post must bo filled and must continue. When the decision came up, 
however, by a slight majority, it was the duty of the Government of India 
to leave it aside and to give an option to the future Courts not to be 
bound by a slight majority but to revise it whenever they thought fit. 
Therefore the Oovernnient of India gave this power to the Court of the 
Muslim University by providing that in future the Court may fill up the 
post of the Pro-Viec-Chancellor or not as it thought fit. I think this is 
the best solution which the Government of India could come to and it was 
unanimously accepted by the Council of State. I hope that under the 
circumstances this House will not go beyond this because if the views of 
Maulana Shaukat Ali are accepted, they would be having the views of one 
party only which voted once in the strength of 42. llut if the House 
accepts the proposal as contained in the Bill, then it will be giving an 
option to the members of the Court to have the Pro-Vice-Chancellor or 
not to have the Pro-Vice-Chancellor as they deem fit in the future. If 
we get a Vice-Chancellor who can run tliis show properly, Ave Avill cer¬ 
tainly not require a Pro-Vicc-Chancellor. But if we find ourselves in 
some difficulty in future when we have to keep a VicC'Chancellor who 
cannot perfoim the duties of the Pro-Vice-Chancellor as detailed in the 
Muslim University Act, then certainly the Court must have an option to 
appoint a Pro-Vice-Chancellor also and that is the only thing on which 
wc, the members of the Court, Avould like to have the vote of this House. 
We Avill ask the House to vote simpl^^ giving an option to the future 
Courts of the Muslim Univeirsity and not be led by the washing of the 
dirty linen which the Maulana has done in this House. 

Maulana Shaukat Ali : I object to the use of that expression. 
Where can 1 get redress for this party intrigue 1 I say abolish the post 
of the Pro-Vice-Chancellor. 

Mr. Muhammad Tamin Khan : I know, Sir, that my friend, Maulana 
Shaukat Ali, lias got. a very excitable temper and I never meant any 
offence to him. What I meant to say was that tlie House should not be 
led by anj’lhing of a controversial nature but be guided only by the desire 
of the Muslim community as a whole. 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai: Sir, my Honourable friend, the Maulana, 
spoke with j?reat feeling, and I have no doubt those feelings have been 
deeply stirred, but I shall be forgiven if I do not go into much of what he 
said for the very simple reason that I submit and I submit that without 
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any idea of giving him offence that much of what he said really is not 
relevant to the consideration of this clause at all. He said a great deal 
about the Kahimatiilla Committee. The only point with which I am 
concerned here and with which the House is concerned today is whether 
the Kahimatulla Committee had anything to say on the subject of the 
abolition of the post of the Pro-Vice-Chanccllor, The Rahiinatiilla Com¬ 
mittee is silent on that point. Then, Sir, my Honourable friend went 
on to say that there was a great deal of effort made by the Government 
to interfere with the affairs of the University and he challenged me to 
produce the correspondence that passed between us and the University 
or rather the Vice-Chancellor on the subject of this particular amendment, 
because he suspected that, if that correspondence were j)roduced, signs of 
this interference would be forthcoming. Now, Sir, as a matter of conven¬ 
tion, we do not ordinarily place correspondence that passes between us 
and other autonomous bodies on the table of the House, but 1 am quite 
prepared to show my Honourable friend, the Maulana, the correspondence 
that has passed. 

Maulana Shaukat Ali : May I interrupt the Honourable Member 
and say whether he is i)repared to give me permission to expose the 
intrigue. 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I do not give way. I am merely con¬ 
cerned with the point which he ir^de and I say that I am ])rcpated to 
show to the Maulana himself the correspondence that passed between ua 
and the University on the subject of this amendment and he will, I am 
sure, be satisfied, being a fair-minded man, that there was absolutely no 
question of interference or intrigue in regard to that matter. 

Now, Sir, my IFonourable friend might say that the amendment which 
we are undertal^ing now will give the Government directly or indirectly 
authority to interfere with the Court. May T draw your attention to sub¬ 
section (/) of section 20 of the Aligarh Muslim University Act T Sub¬ 
section (/) of section 20 says : 

“ The Pro-Vice-Chancellor shall be aj^pointed by the Court.'* 

We are leaving to the Court the option to appoint the Pro-Vice- 
Chancellor if they wish to. We are equally lea^nng it to the Court not 
to appoint a Pro-Vice-Chancellor if they do not want to, I would further 
point out that, unlike the appointment of the Vice-Chancellor, the approval 
of the Governor General in Council is not necessary to the appointment 
of a Pro-Vice-Chanccllor, so that this matter is entirely within the juris¬ 
diction of the Court, and has neither directly nor indirectly anything to 
do with the jurisdiction of the Governor General in Council over the 
University. That, Sir, disposes of the point which he made in regard to 
interference by the Governor General in Council. Then he did make a 
great point of the decision taken by the Court in April, 1934, and he sought 
to minimise the decisions of the Court taken in November, 1934. May I 
draw your attention to the fact that what the Court was considering in 
April, 1934, was not so much the merits of option versus obligation to 
appoint a Pro-Vice-Chancellor. What it was influenced by was the recom¬ 
mendation of the Retrenchment Committee to abolish the post of Pro- 
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Vice-Chancellor as a measure of economy. The amendment that we are 
proposing does, not in any way fetter the discretionary power of the Court 
to abolish the post of Pro-Vice-(Mianccllor whenever they wish to. There 
is one further point with regard to the meeting of tlie Court in November, 
1934. That meeting was not considering the question whether the power 
shall be optional or not. The resolution upon which the Court divided 
was this. I have got the terms of the resolution before me : 

“ I beg to propose that the post of Pro-Viec-dianccllor should not be abolished 
and steps should be taken to a])point a Pro-Viee-Chancollor as soon as i) 0 ssible.’’ 

That, Sir, was what the Court divided upon and not the question whether 
the Governor General in Council would be acting rightly in leaving discre¬ 
tion to the Court instead of statutorily abolishing the post of Pro-Vice- 
Chancellor. 

Maulana Shaukat Ali : Who proposed this resolution ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : It was proposed by KLw'aja Nizarnud- 

din. 

Maulana Shaukat Ali : There you are. That makes all the differ¬ 
ence. 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : That was the decision taken by the 
Court. I think, Sir, that is all I have got to say in answer to the large 
number of charges made of an attempt on the part of the Government to 
interfere with the discretion of the Court. I submit that this particular 
amendment instead of restricting the power of the Court actually enlarges 
the power of tlie Court and is in the best interests of the University. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question 
is : 

“ That (daiiso 2 stand part of the Bill.'* 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; The question 
is ; 

“ That clauso 1 stand part of tho Bill." 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question 
is : 

“ That tho Title and the Preamble stand part of the Bill." 

The motion was adopted. 

The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill, 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Sir, I beg to move : 

" Tliat the Bill, as passed by the Council of State, be passed." 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question 
is : 

" That the Bill, as passed by the Council of State, be passed." 

Sir Muhammad Yakub (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : Muham¬ 
madan Rural) ; Mr. President, I have also the honour of being an old boy 
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of Aligarh. I have also been a member of the Board of Trustees of the 
M. A. 0. College, Aligarh, since 1913. I am also one of the foundation 
members of the Aligarh Muslim University. I was also a member of the 
Committee which drafted the constitution of the Muslim University. I am 
also one of those lovers of my dear alma mater who ran away from Morad- 
abad to Aligarh in 1920 when a horde of rebels went to Aligarh to destroy 
our mother University and wanted also to set fire to the buildings that 
were in existence. Therefore, I can claim as much love for my alma mater 
as anybody else in this House. Sir, I am very sorry, extremely sorry 
indeed, that a little heat has been introduced in this purely non-contro- 
versial Bill. It is not right to say tliat a particul,ar gentleman alone has 
the right to speak in the name of Muslims. 

Maulana Shaukat AU : As if a Knight has the right to speak in the 
name of the Mussalrnans even when he does not know the subject and even 
when he has done no service for the community. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : I do not wish to wash dirty linen in the 
public. 

Maulana Shaukat Ali : They ought to be washed in the public if 
they are dirty and deserved to be cleaned. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : I am afraid that Mr. Shaukat Ali has pro¬ 
voked me and probably I will have to say something now before the House 
about this affair. 

Maulana Shaukat AU : Do so with pleasure. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Honour¬ 
able Member should not enter into personalities. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : Very well. Sir, I will act according to the 
Persian proverb : 

** Jawab Jahelan Bashad Khamoshee,** 

“ Silence is the proper answer to a rustic. 

I will not produce any more heat, but I will briefly show whether the 
amendment that is intended to be introduced in the Bill is for the benefit 
of the institution or not. As has been pointed out, the idea of abolishing 
the post of Pro-Viee-Chancellor vras mooted on account of financial 
stringency. We borrowed the services of a Pro-Vice-Chancellor from the 
Government and we were paying him about Rs- 3,500 a month, on account 
of pension rights and all those things. Then, Sir, we had a Registrar 
whose services also were borrowed from another University and we were 
paying him about Rs. 1,200 or Rs. 1,400 a month. Then we had to pay 
about Rs. 2,000 a month as honorarium to our Vice-Chancellor. This was 
a burden of about Rs. 7,000 a month on the exchequers O'f our University. 
I also happen to be a Member of the Finance Cmnnrittee of the Muslim 
University and we found that some retrenchment was extremely necessary 
in order to make the budget balance. We had deficit budgets for over 
two years and therefore a Retrenchment Committee was appointed. No 
doubt that Retrenchment Committee recommended that, as a measure of 
rrtrenchment, the post of Pro-Vice-Chancellor should he abolished- Now, 
Sir, what I want to lay stress upon is the fact that Ithe abolition of the 
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post of Pro-Vice-Chancellor was recommended as a measure of retrench¬ 
ment and not because the post was not needed. Sir, we know that the case 
of denominational Universities is quite different from that of Government 
Universities. The Vice-Chancellor of a Government University has nothing 
to do with the public outside. He can work as the Principal of the 
Colleges. While the Vice-Chancellor of a denominational University 
stands on quite a different footing. On one side, he has to deal with the 
public outside, send deputations, collect money, raise subscriptions and 
do a lot of things. On the other hand he has to manage a very big 
educational institution. Now, Sir, in India there are only two denomi¬ 
national Universities. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Order, order. 
It being four of the Clock, the motion for adjournment will be taken up 
now. 


MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

DisSPATnn OF Troops from British India to Addis Abbaba (Abyssinia). 

Pandit Nilakantha Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : 

4 p.M. ^ that the House do now^ adjourn. My motion 

is iu oonneetion with the sending out of troops from 
British India to Abyssinia. This morning, fortunately, my friend and 
colleague, aMi*. Satyanmrti, asked some short notice questions on the sub¬ 
ject and, by now, wo know that the Indian Government, in their anxiety, 
it appears, to prote<*t the Indian nationals in Abyssinia, asked the British 
Government to do their duty by sending some troops to Abyssinia. And, 
as troops were better available in India and it was to ])rotect the Indian 
nationals, Indian troo])s w<‘re sent, Ilis Majesty^s Government agreeing to 
pay lor them. There can be no objection so far as it goes. It is our duty 
to protect Indian nationals, and, as it is also the duty of the Empire, 
tlvey will pay for it. But the object of my motion today is quite different. 
Sly objection is bas(Tl on our experience that our troops have in the past 
been frequently sent out to foreign lands. Very often they were, first of 
all, sent out from this land under some pretext or other, either to protect 
our own financial interests, or to guard our fiscal policy or sell our opium, 
and tilings like that. Now, undoubtedly, it appears that a war is immi¬ 
nent, it is on the horizon. If Abyssinia can be made somehow’ to come 
to her knees, there may not be war. That is the only chance. The high- 
sounding League of Nations, we kimv W’hat it is,. 

Mr. J. O. Acheson (Foreign Secretary) : Sir, on a point of order, 
the Honourable Member appears to me to be referring to a matter affect¬ 
ing the relations of His llajesty’s Government with foreign powers. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Chair 
would warn Honourable Members that in this discussion no matter should 
be brought in which is likely to affect the foreign relations of the Govern- 
ment. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das : I should like to clear this position that 
our troops should in no way be utilised for purposes other than protecting 
the interests of Indian nationals. 

Maulraa Bhaukat All (Cities of the United Provinces : Muham¬ 
madan Urban) : And not for Abyssinia t 
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Pandit Nilakantha Das : Xo. And ivlion Abyssinia is gowfj to be 
the llieatre of war inost probably very soon. may arise 

our troops may be compelled to join this side or that. Tii that case, what 
I press today is that, before any such steps are taken, this Iioiise shoula 
be consulted, and all the cards sluuild be ]mt on the table. We shall be 
the jiKb^^e. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan (Nominated Non-Oflficial) : If 
the iTouse is not sitting, what then ? 

Pandit Nilakantha Das : There will be a special and emergent 
meeting, for it is not such an affair where things should be done behind 
our back. In fact, my Resolution was that Indian opinion was not con¬ 
sumed. and T press that Indian opinion should be consulted ; for it is 
quite likely that Imperial interests may demand that our troops should be 
ntili'^ed in some way, and, as it is quite evident, we may require it in some 
other ways In spite of all our European dresses and dinners and other 
])ara])heriialia, all the words and phrases of the European constitution, 
sticking all around us like ])eaeocks' feathers, we are what we are. We 
are among the black and brown races, and we have heard what Mussolini 
said the other day. 

Mr. J. O. Acheson ; Sir, T again rise to a point of order. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdiir Rahim) : The Honour¬ 
able ^lember ought to refrain from making any eomments on foreign 
powers. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das : i am not intruding upon the foreign rela¬ 
tions of the Covernmeut of India or His Majesty\s Government. What I 
mean to say is this. Our sympathic^s naturally go towards Abyssinia, and 
it may be that when Italy is to be fought by people who are in charge of 
our troops. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Leader of the House) : Sir, 
1 rise on a point of order. This matter was very elaborately discussed 
as to what is [)ermissible, when a similar question was raised about sending 
troops to (^liina, and I would draw your attention to the ruling which was 
given then. You will find it on pages 11 and 12 of the Collection of 
Rulings. Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar sought to move the adjournment of 
the ilou.se in order to discuss the question whether the Government of 
India were entitled to, or should send Indian troops to, China without 
consulting the Indian Legislature, whereupon objection was taken by 
Government that the motion could not be discussed without referring to 
questions of foreign policy, and, therefore, was out of order. The Presi¬ 
dent’s ruling was this : 

“ The Honourable the Home Member does not question that the motion now 
before the House raises a definite matter or a matter of urgent public importance. 
I take it, therefore, that the subject matter of the motion is a definite matter of 
urgent public importance. The main ground on which he objects to this motion is 
that it relates to a matter aifecting the relations of the British Government with 
the Chinese Government. This Assembly is certainly not entitled to criticise or 
discuss the foreign poliey of the British Government or of the Government of India, 
and any motion which directly or indirectly raises any discussion of that foreign 
policy would certainly be out of order. But the Honourable Member in charge of 
this motion has clearly indicated that his intention is to restrict this motion to a 
narrow issue, namely, that the Government of India should not have agreed to send 
Indian troops to China for military operations without reference to this Assembly.” 
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And, now, I come to the important portion ; 

** There is, therefore, no danger of the Assembly discussing or criticising the 
foreign policy of any Government. I fully appreciate the point of view of the Home 
Member that any discussion on the subject matter of this motion at this stage would 
lead to disastrous consequences. liut, as I have already pointed out to this Assembly, 
it is not a question for the Chair to consider. The C!hair is bound by the rules and 
rcgulaticms, and if the motion does not raiso any question of foreign policy of the 
Hritish Government (»r of th<? Government of India and riiorely calls in question the 
action of the Govorniuent of India in agreeing to send Indian troops without any 
reference to this Legislature, T do not see how I can disallow it.’’ 

Thai is llie ruIinGf that has been given before, and however much one 
may l>e sympathetic to Abyssinia, the making of such a declaration on the 
floor oP this House is not permissible on a motion for adjournment. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdiir Itahim) : ('annot the 
Honourable ]\leinber give his reasons why troops should not be sent out 
of India ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : He might as well say tha- 
the Hritish Oovernment should fight for Abyssinia and we can then dLscus.s 
the whole foreign policy. It is for the President to draw a line, and, I 
submit, my fiiend i.s dangerously near the line, if he has not already over¬ 
stepped it 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Honour¬ 
able Jlfuiber enniiot bo too careful not to trench upon any question which 
may aflect the foreign relations, because the situation is extremely delicate 
as Honourable Members know, and nothing should be said in this House 
that Avoiild complicate matters still further. 

Mr. S. Satyamiirti (Madras City : Non-Muhaminadan Urban) : We 
want to avoid wars. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das : I have been all along quite careful : I 
simply put some problematic propositions that some contingency might 
arise where. 

Mr. President (The Homiurable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Chair 
wants to understand what Is really the object of this motion : is it to 
censure the Government of India for sending troops from British India 
to Addis Abbaba ? 

Pandit Nilakantha Das : Yes : my motion is ibat they have sent 
troo])S without consulting any ])ublic opinion in India, and I also make 
this point. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Then the 
Ilonournblc Member can confine his motion to the right of this House 
to be consulted. If he does that, he can perhaps avoid all questions 
relating to foreign policy. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das : I am simply explaining as to why con¬ 
sultation of the opinion of this House is necessary ; for it may be even 
now that our troops may be utilised in foreign theatres of w,ar without 
our knowing it for purposes which are not conducive to Indian interests. 
That is my whole point : and I have made this point clear, I believe ; and 
T should like to hear what the Government have to say as to the attitude 
of Oovernment in this matter and the purpose for which these troops have 
been sent out, and I should like to make it clear that we would like to be 
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assured that, without consulting this House, they should not be used for 
purposes of war. Sir, I move. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Motion 
moved : 

“ That the House do now adjourn.'* 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham (Army Secretary) : Sir, I should like to 
read to the House the actual terms of the notice of this adjournment 
motion, which was given by the Honourable Member opposite—to discuss 
a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, the despatch oP 
trf'ops from British India to Abyssinia thereby putting a burden on 
Indian revenues. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das : That is not my motion : that has not been 
moved. This is the other motion. 

Mr. Q. R. P. Tottenham : That is the copy I received. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das : Mine is ‘‘ The despatch of troops from 
British India to Addis Abbaba 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : I apologise. After what the Foreign 
Secretary said this morning, I think I can explain the whole position of 
Government in a very few sentences. It is perfectly true that over a 
year ago, speaking in this Iloase on the Indian Navy Bill, T said that, 
with the approval of the Secretary of State for India, I vras authorised 
to announce that it is the intention of the Government to consult the 
Indian Legislature, so far as may be possible, whenever any question arises 
of lending the Indian Navy to the Admiralty for operations other than in 
the defence of India That undertaking applies by implication equally 
to the Indian Army as well as the Indian Navy : that is to say, we are 
under an obligation when any question arises of sending troops overseas 
for purposes other than the defence of India, to consult the Legislature 
beforeliand whenever it is possible to do so. On this occasion we have 
r,ot deviated in any way from that undertaking. The facts are simply as 
follows. There are in Abys.sinia about 1,600 British subjects, of whom 
about 1,000 are Indians. There is already in Addis Abbaba a small lega¬ 
tion guard of Indian soldiers, about 10 of them, who are well-known and 
popular in Addis Alibaba. We had been a.sked through the press and by 
receiving notice of a number of questions from Honourable Members 
opposite what steps Government were taking to protect Indian interests 
in Abyssinia. We were advised that if Ave were going to take any steps 
to protect Indian interests in Abyssinia wc must do it at once. That was 
in the month of August. In the month of August the Legislative As¬ 
sembly was not sitting. It was therefore impossible for us to consult the 
Legislature. We finally decided to send a small body of one hundred men 
to reinforce the legation guard at Addis Abbaba and His Majesty’s Gov¬ 
ernment are paying the cost of that reinforcement. I do not think it 
can be maintained that the de.spatch of a force of 100 men means that we 
in India are maintaining an army in excess of Indian requirements, and 
that is usually the argument that is brought against us when we send 
troops overseas. The number is extremely small, and if I were to venture 
to embark upon lhat topic, I do not think 100 men could make any diti(?r- 
ence in any possible larger war that may supervene. Those are the plain 
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facts. I admit it is perfectly open to this House to censure the Gtovern- 
ment on those facts, but I do honestly and most respectfully put it to them 
that by censuring Government for taking this action they would merely 
be calling ridicule upon their own heads. 

Maulana Shaukat Ali : Sir, I have no quarrel with the Honourable 
Member who has just made the speech on behalf of the Government except 
on one matter—that the number of troops he has sent is much too few. 
Whatever relations we may have with foreign Governments, I say this 
that, if any Indian, even one single Indian’s life is in danger at the hands 
of any power, friendly or unfriendly, it is the duty of the whole of the 
Indian army to go out and save that man. I do not want to make a 
speech : I only want to make an announcement that if the people of 
Abyssinia, who are under-dogs, are being treated disgracefully and are 
to be trampled down, then it is the duty of India to send out, not one 
hundred soldiers, but ten divisions, if necessary ; and if the Go/ernment 
ask for money, T hope 1 will he one wdio wdll persuade all my friends 
and the whole of Jmlia to sanction all the money and men needed to 
serve tliis noble couni ry. Leaving that aside for the moment, I was just 
going to say that if Captain Slier Muhammad Khan was the Field Marshal 
willing to lead us, then, I, though a broken down athlete limping along, 
hardly able to stand and w^alk, I will be very glad to oflFer to be a soldier 
and work in that army that goes to defend the weak and the oppressed 
and light unjust jieople out to rob others of liberty, hearth and house. 

Sardar Mangal Singh (East Punjab : Sikh) : Sir, I support my 
Honourable friend, Maulana Shaukat Ali, that if and when the occasion 
arises to help Indian nationals in Abyssinia or to defend poor Abyssinia 
against European capitalism, the Indian Army should be allowed to go 
there and help those people. But this adjournment motion raises another 
important point from the point of view of the Indian Army. It is 
acknowledged that the Indian army is kept, trained and maintained here 
for Imperial purposes, and, from that point of view, we can, I think, 
rightly and legitimately claim a proper share of expenses from the British 
Government. It is true that the expeditionary force will be financed by 
Ihe British Government. {An Honourable Member : “it is not an ex¬ 
peditionary force.”) My point is that even in maintaining the Indian 
army, the British Government should pay something to the Indian 
Government. 

Mr. O. R. P. Tottenham ; But the British Government already pay 
one and half million pounds. 

Sardar Mangal Singh : That is not at all sufficient ; it is too little. 
I maintain. Sir, that the British Government should pay at least one-half 
of the expenditure incurred on the maintenance and the training of the 
luropean army in India. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : That has 
nothing to do with this motion. The Honourable Member must confine 
himself to the motion before the House. 

Sardar Mangal Singh : Sir, this motion has raised a point relating 
to the employment of Indian army outside the frontiers of India. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Without con¬ 
sulting .t 
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Sardar Iffangal Singh : From that point of view, Sir, I maintain 
that the Britisli Government should pay at least 50 per cent, of the 
charges of the European army in India. 

As regards the rights of this House, I am very glad that the 
Honourable the Army Secretary has agreed to a certain extent that, when¬ 
ever possible, the Government of India would consult the wishes of this 
House, when the occasion arises, to send Indian troops outside India. 
Personally, Sir, I do not feel inclined to censure the Government of India 
on this account, because they have sent only 100 men to Abyssinia to pro¬ 
tect the Indian nationals there. I hope that my Honourable friend, the 
Mover, will withdraw the motion after the discussion is over. (Applause.) 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Ghetty (Madras : Indian Commerce) : 
Sir, the view that every adjournment motion is a censure motion is a 
bygone view. That is not the only reason why adjournment motions are 
tabled. More often adjournment motions are tabled in order to bring to 
the notice of the Government the urgency, the importance and the neces¬ 
sity of the subject-matter of the motion. I believe it is in that view that 
my friend, Pandit Nilakantha Das, has tabled this motion. So far as the 
actual action of the Government in despatching so small a number of 
troops as 100 to Abyssinia is concerned, T do not think there is much 
difference of opinion. I would rather like to put it this way, that it is a 
matter on which we should feel satisfied that the Government took early 
steps in this matter ; but, as the Honourable the Army Secretary just 
mentioned, it would have been probably possible for the Government to 
consult the Legislature in this matter also if it had been in Session. Of 
course, it is easy enough to say that, in the month of August, the Assembly 
was not sitting, and that the Government were compelled, owing to 
urgency, to send this small contingent to Abyssinia. But does he mean, 
therefore, to say, Sir, that a similar situation is not still on the tapis of 
the Government, that there are not yet certain matters in which the 
Assembly could be consulted in regard to the Italo-Abyssinian trouble ? 
It may probably be said by the time when we meet next that the Assembly 
wius not again in Session, and, therefore, there was no opportunity to 
consult the Legislature. So what the Government have promised in 
spirit in regard to matters concerning the Legislature will not be given 
effe(;t to, though they may even now be in possession of information in 
regard to which they can even now consult the Legislature, But it is 
very difficult for persons sitting on this side of the House to say whether 
Government have got any such questions under consideration. But what 
I would like to say is that the promise that has been made by the 
Government today that they would consult the Legislature in respect of 
the despatch of troops to other countries should be scrupulously carried 
out in actual practice. The reason as to why w’e arc anxious that the 
Legislature should be consulted in regard to this matter is, even according 
to Government, that India is put upon a status somewhat equal to that of 
the dominions, that every other dominion Government consults its own 
Legislature or its own Parliament in regard to despatch of troops for action 
outside their own dominions. We expect, though it will not be incumbent 
under this Constitution or under the coming Constitution for the Govern¬ 
ment to consult the Legislature, some voluntary response in regard to this 
matter and they would consult the Legislature, so that they may cariy 
the people with them in acts such as these involving the peace of this 
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country as well. It is from that view, Sir, that I think my friend. Pandit 
Nilakantha Das, has tabled this motion, and I rather think that carrying 
this motion will not mean that it is a censure on the (Jovernment, but it 
will only mean the urgency and necessity of consulting the Legislature in 
matters like these. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I 
would just like to ask a question from the Honourable the Army Secre¬ 
tary. He said that, as the Assembly was not in sitting in the month of 
August, the Legislature could not l>e consulted before tiie troops were 
hcnt to Abyssinia. May 1 know from him whether he will agree to the 
appointment of a Standing Committee to be associated with the Army 
Department just as other Departments have, so that, in cases of such 
urgency, that Standing Committee could be summoned and consulted 1 
Because, whenever things are done without consulting tins House, shelter 
is always taken under the idea that the Legislature was nor in Session, 
and so they could not consult tlie House. T would like to know from the 
Honourable Member whether he would like to appoint a Standing Com¬ 
mittee to advise his Department and to consult on such matters as these 
when, the Legislature is not in Session. 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : Sir, I obviously cannot answer on behalf 
of the Government a (lueslion such as that put to me on the spur of the 
moment, but it seems to me that there is a good deal in it. We will 
certainly take the uialter into conshleration and see wlietlier anything can 
be done in that direction. (Applause from all sides of the House.) 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya (Benares aiul Gorakhpur Divi¬ 
sions : Non-Muhaiuiiiadan Rural) : (The Honourable Member who was 
not in his own seat rose to address the House.) 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : If the 
Honourable Member wishes to address the House, he must address it from 
his own place. 

Pandit Krishna Kamt Malaviya : T am sorry, Sir. (The Honour¬ 
able Member then took his own seat.) 

Sardar Sant Singh (West Punjab : Sikh) ; Miiy I point out, Sir, 
that we on this side are labouring under a very great disadvantage in that 
we arc not able to follow th(‘ proceedings of the House properly as we 
cannot hear what is said on that side ? That is why we from this side 
have often to go to a place from where we could hear speeches properly. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : S»r. I outirely agree with the 
proposition laid down by my friend, Pandit Nilakantha Das, that the 
House should be consulted before Indian troops are sent for action over¬ 
seas. At the same time, I am not prepared to censure the Government 
for having done a right thing at the proper time. I think, during the 
last ten years, if Government have ever acted rightly, they have done so 
on this occasion. I go further and say this. I feel, Sir, like my friend, 
Manlana Shaiikat Ali, that the Government of India should have forced 
the hands of Ilis Majesty’s Government also to enter the war, instead of 
wavering, and help the Abyssinian Government. It is said, Sir, that we 
are the original members of the League of Nations, which I have always 
called ** League of Robbers ”, and, as such, I think we have a right to 
say that we should go to war to protect a weak nation, to prevent a war 
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of aggression ; otherwise it is no use our being members of the League of 
Nations. 

Mr. J. 6. Acheson : I rise to a point of order. I would point out 
that the Honourable Member is going beyond the scope of the motion and 
discussing international policy. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Honourable 
Member is speaking of the League of Nations and not about foreign 
policy. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya: I think, Sir, as members of the 
League of Nations, which is constituted to prevent wars of aggression, we, 
as representatives of the people of India, have a right to have our say. 
We do feel that His Majesty’s Government is not doing what it should 
do. We feel that it is only interested in the water of the Blue Nile. 

Mr. J. G. Acheson ; On a point of order. Sir. T apologise for 
giving trouble to the Chair, but it is my duty to point out that the 
Honourable Member is dealing with international affairs. 

Some Honourable Members : Why not ? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Order, order. 
The Honourable Member cannot criticise the foreign policy of the British 
Government or of the Government of India. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : I bow to your ruling. Sir. I 
was trying to obey your orders, but let me say this much that I was not 
criticising the foreign policy of His Majesty’s Government. What I 
wanted to urge was that if Indian troops have to be sent there, they should 
be sent to protect the interests of Abyssinia, and not merely the flow of 
the Blue Nile. We are not interested in making a motor road from Lake 
Tsana to Sudan. That is what we want to say. As I said. Sir, we are 
not interested in the flow of Lake Tsana, we want to protect the tap, the 
l eservoir, the territory of Abyssinia. If we had any voice in the affairs of 
ou* own country, if our opinion was asked as to what was the right thing 
to do, we would say that our opinion is, as representatives of this country, 
and a member of the League of Nations, that we want to go to help 
Abyssinia and we want to go to war with Italy in order to show her that 
she has no right to invade Abyssinia. I think I am expressing the opinion 
of my Honourable friends present here. I request, you, and through you, 
the Honourable Members on the Government Benches, to conununicate 
to His Majesty’s Government that the opinion of the Legislature of this 
country is that we want that His Majesty’s Government and the Indian 
Government combined should go to help Abyssinia in her distress. We 
are entitled to make this request. We, as representatives of this country, 
are fully entitled to request Honourable Members sitting on the Treasury 
Benches here to communicate to His Majesty’s Government. 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : Sir, once again T must rise on a point of order 
to point out that the observations of the Honourable Member. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Chair 
tijinks the Honourable Member is not in order. He must not pursue that 
line of argument. 
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Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : But the line of argument is .. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim) : The Honourable 
Member is aware that the wording of the Buies and Standing Orders is 
so wide and sweeping on that point that there is really no room for dis¬ 
cussing any aspect of the foreign policy. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : In our own country, we are not 
entitled to express our opinions ; in our own country, we are not to say 
wlien our troops are sent out, whether they should be sent out or not, and 
.for what purposes, they should be used. 

An Honourable Member : We are a subject race. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : 1 know that, 1 Jcnow that we 
are a subject race, and that is why I want that Abyssinia should not be 
subjugated. All the same, I would request Honourable Members to express 
the opinion of this House that we do want that His Majesty’s Government 
should go in for war. 

Some Honourable Members ; Order, order. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das : I have achieved my object. 1 have got 
an assurance from the Government, and T do not want to press ray 
motion. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question 
is : 

“ That Jeave be grautecl to withdraw the motion.’^ 

The motion was adopted. 

The motion was, by leave of the Assembly, withdrawn. 

THK ALKURH MI'SLIM I^NIVERSITY (AMENDMENT) BILIi— 

continued. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ahdnr Rahim) : Discussion on 
the Aligarh Muslim Tniversity Bill will now be resumed. 

8dr Oirja Shanlcar Bajpai : 1 do not think that it is necessary for 
me to say anything more. 

Maulana Shankat Ali : Is the debate going to be closed now f 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Of course. 

Maulana Shaukat Ali : I wanted to speak. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Chair 
gave a chance to Honourable Members, if they wanted to say anything, 
to rise in their Seats, and nobody did so. Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai. 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : I have nothing to add to what I said 
when the second clause was being discussed. Most of what my Honour¬ 
able friend. Sir Muhammad Yakub, was saying was really, if I may 
presume to say so, an elaboration of what I had said already in defence 
of the attitude of Government, and' 1 have nothing more to say. I hope 
the House will pass the Bill- 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question 
is : 

“ That the Bill further to amend the Aligarh Muslim University Act, 1D20, 
for a certain purpose, as passed by the Council of 8tate, bo passed.^’ 

The motion was adopted. 


THE CODE OE CIVIL iniOCEDLKE tAMEMJMENT) BlLli. 

Amendment of section 51. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik (Home Member;: Sir, 1 move : 

“ That the Bill further to aiiioiul the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, for certain 
purposes (Aiiiendiiient of Section .“il), be referred to a Select Committee, consisting 
of Mr. Sham Ual, Qazi Muhammad Ahiiuid Kazmi, Mr. M. Asaf Ali, Mr. M. 
Ananthasayanam Ayyangar, Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali, Mr. M. Ghiasuddiri, 
Mr. Lalchaud iSIavalrai, Mr. T. Chapmaii-Mortimer, Captain llao Bahadur Chaudhri 
Lai Chaud, Mr. A. G. Clow, ^Ir. J. M. Chatarji, and the Mover, and that the number 
of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the Com¬ 
mittee shall be five/’ 

This is the Bill which seeks to abolish imprisonment for debt ex¬ 
cept for the dishonest or recalcitrant debtor, that is, for the debtor whe 
is able to pay but refuses to pay, or for the debtor who has dishonestly 
concealed or removed part of his assets. The House will remember 
that towards the end of last Session 1 moved tliat this Bill should be 
cireulated for the purpose of eliciting public opinion. There was some 
criticism and I was pressed that the Bill should be proceeded with at 
once, and in deference to that criticism I promised that I would 
arrange, if possible, tliat eircuilatiou should be completed so that the 
Bill could be taken up at the beginning of the present Session. That 
circulation has been (?ompleted and the oiiinions received are 
in Ihe liands of Ifonourable Members. I do not propose to analyse the 
opinions in any detail but T think I am justified in saying that they 
make it clear that there is a very considerable body of 0 ])inion in 
favour of the principle of the Bill. At the same time, the oy)inious 
received do disclose a certain amount of opposition to the principle of 
the Bill and a certain amount of criticism of its details. However, 
they are there and T think that the opinions received undoubtedly 
require the careful consideration of the Select Committee. That is all 
1 have got to say. Sir, T move. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Motion moved : 

“ That the Bill further to amend tho Tode of Civil Procedure, 1908, for certain 
purposes (Amendment of Section 511, be referred to a Select Committee, consisting 
of Mr. Sliam Lai, Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi, Mr. M. Asaf Ali, Mr. M. 
Ananthasayanam Ayyancrar, Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali, Mr. M. Ghiasuddin, 
Mr. Lalchand Navalrai, Mr. T. Ohapman-Mortimer, Captain Rao Bahadur Chaudhri 
Lai Chand, Mr. A. G. Clow, Mr. J. M, Chatarji, and the Mover, and that the number 
of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the Com¬ 
mittee shall he five.’’ 

Mr. Sri Prakasa (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions : Non-Mnham- 
niadan Rural) : Mr. President, this Bill, so far as I am able to find out, 
seeks to protect debtors from bein;; imprisoned and seeks particularly 
to protect Government servants. 

The Hononrable Sir Henry Oraik : The Honourable Member is mis- 
faken. It covers all debtors. 



THE CODE OF CIVIL PROCEDUBB (AMENDMENT) BILL. 273 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : It says Government servants in receipt of . 

The Hononrable Sir Henry Oraik : The Honourable Meniber is 
mixiii| 2 : up two Bills. That provision is in a different Bill. 

[At this stage, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) 
vacated the Chair, which was then occupied by Mr. Deputy I^resident 
(Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta).J 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : It seeks to protect persons in receipt of salaries. 
(Voices : No, no ’\) 

The Hononrable Sir Henry Craik : May 1 (»xplain to the Honourable 
Member ^ It is rather puzzling. There are two Bills. One deals with 
the attachment of salaries. This Bill does not deal with that subject 
at all. This Bill merely abolishes imprisonment fov debt except in 
certain circumstances. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : The Statement of Objects and Reasons says : 

“ Tli's Dill 18 th(* outcome of the lecomiueiulatioiis ot* the Koyiil Commission on 
liiiboiir ill Jiidiii to the eft'eet that in the case of industrial workers in receipt of Wiijjes 
less thun Ks. 100 a month . 

and so on. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : Nothing about Government 
servants.... 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : Cannot Government employ industrial workers ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan (Member for Com¬ 
merce and Railways) : Which particular clause are you referring to ? 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : f am referring to the whole Bill. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : It is confined to 
iiidustrial workers. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : Cannot there be industries run by (loverument i 
Of course, there are ; and will not those employed in that industry be 
protected ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik: If the ITonouiable Member will 
only read the whole of the Statement of Objects and Reasons, at the 
end he will sec that it refers to all judgment debtors. No distinction is 
made between Government servants and any one else. It merely 
abolislics Ibe system of imprisonment for debt for every kind of debtor. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : T will confess that I was not expecting that the 
Bill would come Uf) today for discussion and, therefore, I have not 
read its provisions carefully. The unfortunate withdrawal of a very 
important motion for adjournment has resulted in this confusion. 1 
think that has also resulted in the House being deprived of a delight¬ 
ful speech from Maulana 8baukat Ali. In any case as the Bill is not 
likely to last beyond this day, T should like to say only one thing and 
that is that nersonally T am against imprisonment for anything. 
(Laughter.) If it were a consolidated Bill for the abolition of all im¬ 
prisonment, I should be very glad. Most of us on this side of the 
House have had experience of what prisons are and we can say that 
they serve no useful purpose. If that is so in the case of imprisonment 
for what are regarded as criminal offences it stands to reason that this 
Is also true in the case of civil offences. What I am most anxious about 





274 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


L3rd Sep. 1935. 


[Mr. Sri Prakasa.] 

is just this. We must not forget that to be able to borrow money at 
an emergency is a very imporiaiit factor of domestic economy. Many 
occasions can arise where we find ourselves suddenly in need of money 
and we have not the necessary amount in our coffers. We have to go 
to some one who lends that money. What I am afraid of is this, that 
people, if they are deprived of the means of recovering their money, 
may not lend money to persons in emergencies. That is a serious point. 
It is all very nice to say that people who liave no money should not spend 
it or people who have no money should be in no need of it ; but there 
are occasions of illness ; of litigation that may be forced upon us ; of 
marriages which are rather important social functions in Indian life ; 
when money is necessary. Persons in receipt of wages less than 
Rs. 100 a month are not likely to be able to save much against a wet 
day. Therefore they need the money-lender or banker or by whatever 
name you may call the person who gives them money ; and he gives 
them that money in the hope that he will be able to realise it. If you 
want to make this Rill effective, I think you will have to add a clause— 
I do not know whether that clause is here, I am going to study it 
tonight—^making it a penal offence for any banker or money-lender to 
refuse to lend money (Laughter) to persons who are in need of it, 
because I assure you that, however much you may dislike the money¬ 
lender - you a[)parently do not dislike those who are in charge of 
Rc'^erve Banks and Imperial Banks—he forms an important part of 
village economy ; and he comes to the rescue of many unfortunate men 
who are in straits. Therefore you must not have a law which will 
make it impossible for persons in need of money in emergencies to 
he able to borrow the money at all. The money-lendci* will say to the 
man in need : I cannot give you money because I am not sure of getting 
it back, you are not penally bound to repay it, T am not going to give 
you money Therefore T say, if yon are honest, if yon are earnest, 
have that additional clause, namely, that all ])ersons who carn^ on the 
trade of money-lending and of banking shall be obliged under 
threat of imprisonment themselves to lend out money to any person 
who needs the money. T think this Bill was introduced in the last 
Session of the Assembly. It was at that time circulated for opinion 
and a mass of opinion has been obtained upon it. I cannot 
pretend to havp read all the volumes that have been sent out by 
the Department to me, but T have glanced through many opinions and 
I find that opinion is sharply divided. In any case f stand by the 
opinion I originally formed, namely, that you should either allow 
money-lenders and bankers some effective means of getting their money 
back or you must force them to lend out money. T can see no other 
way. It is possible that Government may have their own banks from 
which wage-earners may be able to get money. I have known of the 
operations of Co-operative Societies in mv own province. No law 
applies to them and they can take hold of their debtors’ goods without 
much ado. All the trouble falls on the non-oflfieial who earries on this 
trade or any other trade. T do not like this one-sided procedure, and 
T personally cannot support this Bill unless yon make adeonate pro¬ 
vision for persons who are in need of money and who cannot find it in 
anv other way. I have no objection to Government making that pro¬ 
vision. When Government wants to collect its own dues, which it 
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calls fines, or revenue demands, it dbes not care io see whetiier the ikan 
whose goods it is attaching is in receipt of an income of less 6t 
than one hundred rupees per month. 

.The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : What has one 
hundred rupees ’’ got to do with this Bill ? 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : In supporting the motion to , send this. Bill t 9 ,^;a 
Select Committee, I suggest that it should find some way out of the .diJ^ 
culty that I have mentioned. You will create, to my mind, a jgreat 
deal of confusion if you pass laws which are unpractibfth It is nb use 
having counsels of perfection and talking very big in this Houlse wheli 
the effect of the law you enact will react badly on the man and the 
woman in the cottage and the factory. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar (Salem and Coimbatore cum 
North Arcot : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, while accepting the 
pri)ieiple of this Bill, I would like to offer one or two suggestions. The 
issue of a notice before arrest for civU debts is not quite new. It is pro¬ 
vided that notice may be given to show cause why he should not be 
arrested. But what this Bill seeks to do is to substitute the word ‘‘ shall 
for the word ** may that is, to make it compulsory that notice shall be 
issued to every debtor to show^ cause why he should not be arrested for 
the debt ; and if the civil authority is satisfied that the judgment-debtor 
is likely to abscond, or that he has alienated a certain property, then he can 
be arrested and put into jail. What I would suggest is that one clause 
D)ore may be added,—that is,—provided the money was not borrowed 
either for speculative purposes or for immoral purposes My reason is 
that this may encourage people who have no money to borrow money and 
employ it for speculative purposes, and, when the money is lost, it is the 
creditor's money that is lost, and, when he gains, then it is for himself ; 
and this he does without any loss to himself, because he cannot be put into 
jail, he is a pauper and has no money, he neither absconds nor alienate>(. 

I would, therefore, like that a clause should be added that, even when he 
borrows money, it should not be utilised for purely speculative or immoral 
purposes, for he can easily prove that he neither means to abscond or to 
alienate property, and, in those circumstances, when he consciously borrows 
money and employs it for speculative purposes, the risk is to the creditor 
and not to himself. I would therefore suggest that this provision of pro- 
tecting men from arrest should be given only to hona fide debtors—people 
who borrow money and invest it in proper and legitimate purposes, and 
not for purposes which are either immoral or speculative. This is a pro¬ 
vision which, I think, will be useful to the Select Committee in considering 
this proposal, for, Sir, it is dangerous to allow people to borrow for 
speculative purposcvs and still not to allow them to suffer for the sins that 
they commit. 

Mr. B. Das : The money-lenders, when they lend, know the sins of 
these borrowers and their sms equally. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar : Sir, the consequences of such a 
Bill may be that creditors, when they find that they may be asked to lend 
to people who may engage in lucrative business, but who have no stake in 
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tLe matter, may stop such credit altogether, which is available to the 
ordinary merchants and traders today. 1, therefore, would like that, along 
with (a) and (&) in clause 2 of this Bill, another clause should be added, 
thus ; 

unless it is proved that it is borrowed either for speeulative or for immoral pur¬ 
poses ete., etc., 

(md that is the only suggestion I would like to offer to the Select Committee 
in this matter. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Wednesday, 
the 4th September, 1935. 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Wednesday, 4th September, 1935. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS. AND ANSWERS. 

Absence of Ladies Waiting Rooms on Stations on the Burdwan-Howbah 
Section of the East Indian Railway. 

84. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya : {a) Are Covc^rnment 
aware that tlierc are no arrangements for ladies waiting rooms at the 
stations on the Burdwan-Howrah section of the Bast Indian Railway t 

(b) Do Cio\e)*nnient propose to remove this want by putting Wooden 
screens in the waiting halls for the present t 

Mr. P. B. Ran : (a) Yes. 

(6) The East Indian Railway are considering a programme for the 
provision of ladies waiting rooms at certain stations during the nelt 
three years. 

Recruitment of Depressed Classes in the Central Services. 

85. *Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah : With reference to the A. P. I. news 
published in th(3 Madras Mail, dated the 13th May, 1935, will Government 
be pleased to slate : 

(a) the progress of recruitment of depressed classes in tlic various 
central services ; and 

(h) tin* number of depressed class candidates recruited for the 
different departments of the Government of India services 
since July, 1934 1 

The Honourable Sir Henry Graik : (a) Information for years before 
1934 is not available, as the annual .statements showing the communal 
composition of the various services have not hitherto contained a column 
to show the number of members of the depressed classes. For 1934 and 
following yeans the figures will be given in the statements prescribed in 
connection with the Instructions Supplementary to the Resolution of the 
4th July, 1934. A copy of these Instructions has been placed in the 
Library of the House. 

(fe) I presume the Honourable Member has in mind the recruitment 
to the Ministerial Staff of the Government of India Secretariat and 
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AttachiTl Offices. So far as the First and Second Divisions are concerned, 
none of the candidates on the current list of approved candidates has 
claimed to belong? to the depressed classes. 

As refrards tlie Third Division the list of approved candidates, now 
current, showed one candidate belonging? to a depressed class, and he has 
been nominated to a permanent vacancy. 

Delhi Civil Station Notified Area Committee. 

86 . "Blr. M. Asaf Ali : (^0 Will Government be pleased to state : 

({) if it is not a fact that under section 241 (3) of the Jhmjab 
Municipal Act II of 1933, no area with more tlian 10.000 
inJiabilants can be declared a Notiiied Area ('oiumittee ; 
and 

(it) if the Delhi Civil Station Notified Area has more than 15,009 
inhabitants ? 

(ft) Are Government prepared to take steps to remove this anomaly 1 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) (i). Yes. 

(ii) The poi)ulatioii of tlie Civil Station Notified Area accordnig to 
the last census ('1931) was 16,349. 

Hj) Government are not aware of any legal anomaly. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : Considering the fact that a notified area can only 
be constituted on the basis of 10,000 jiopulation, is it not an anomaly 
that Ihis notified area .should continue to exist in spite of the fact that 
the population has gone up to 16,000 ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : The legal position is that an area can¬ 
not be constituted into a notified area if its population exceeds 10,000, 
but it is optional for the local authority or Government concerned to 
cancel the notification if the population exceeds 10,000. It is not obli¬ 
gatory on the Local Admini.stration. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : Will Government cancel this notification now ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : That is a matter really for the Chief 
Commissioner of Delhi to consider in the first instance. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali ; Are Government aware that there are no elected 
members on this Notified Area (committee ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : That is perfectly true. According to the 
provisions of the law, members have to be only appointed. 

Move of the Offices op the Army Headquarters to Delhi during Winter. 

87. ^Mr. M. Asaf Ali : (a) Is it a fact that the offices of the Army 
Headquarters are, under the present system of move of offices to Delhi 
for the winter months, classified into migratory and non-migratory cate¬ 
gories and that establishments of certain offices, or parts thereof, are made 
to stay at Simla and undergo the rigours of winter from year to year 1 

(6) Is it a fact that all the grades of the migratory establishments 
draw a monthly allowance, called Delhi Gamp Allowance, on. a scale of 
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about 30 per cent, of pay, whereas no winter allowance is granted to 
certain grades of uon-migratory establishments retained in ;Siaila i 

(c) Is it a fact that the basis of grant of allowances is that they are 
intended to cover additional expenditure of a specified natur^j and siioulJ 
not be a source of profit to the recipient 1 

(d) Is it a fact that the same rates of Delhi Camp Allowance are 
at present drawn by single and married persons of the Army Headquarters 
establislimeiils, whereas in the case of Simla house rent allowance admis¬ 
sible to the Civil Secretariat establishments and Local Allowance admissible 
to the establishments of the Military Accountant General, there are different 
scales for single and married persons ? 

(e) I.s it a fact that there is at present no differentiation in the 
scales of Delhi Camp Allowance between the establishments of Army 
Headquarters wiio are allotted Government quarters in Simla on a rental 
of ten per cent, of pay for the summer season and the estab'd'fiimeiits who 
hire private residential accommodation on payment of year’s rent in 
Simla ? 

(/) Ts it a fact that before the winter season of 1929-30 Delhi Con¬ 
veyance Allowance was drawn by Superintendents of Army Headquarters 
on the scale of Jls. 100 [)or mensem and that it was reduced to lf.s. 50 i)cr 
mensem from that wdnter season, on the ground that it was found 
excessive V 

(g) Is it a fact that the scale of Delhi Camp Allowanca admissible to 
the establishments of attached offices of the Government o? Tiulia is lower 
than that sanctioned for establishments of Army Headquarters and tliat 
the maximum scale for the fonuer is about lls. 60 against Rs. 100 per 
mensem for the latter 1 

(A) Is it a fact that Government proposed to grant with effect from 
the winter .season 1934-35 adequate winter allowance to all the grades 
of the establishments by readjustment of Delhi-Sinda allowances on an 
equitable basis ? 

(0 Is it a fact that the proposed revised scales of Delhi-Simla allow¬ 
ances were WM)rkecl out by an expert retrenchment officer in the Army 
Department on definite data f 

(j) Is it a fact that representations were made before the issue of 
Govci’nment orders by migratory establishments, urging prescriptive 
claim to the existing lates of Delhi Camp Allowance and that Government 
have not given effect to the proposed revised scales of Dclhi-Simla 
allowance.s from the 'winter of 1934-35 ? • 

(/c) If the answers to the preceding parts be in the affirmative, will 
Government please lay on the table of this House the file dealing wnth 
the subject, and expedite the issue of revised scales of Deihi-Simla allow¬ 
ances for Army Headquarters establishments on an equitable basis ? 

(/) Do Government also propose to consider the question of making 
some sort of provision in the system of move of Army Headquarters offices 
to Delhi for the winter months to afford a chance to the non-migratory 
establishments, of moving down to Delhi by turn t 

Mi’. O. B. P. Tottenham : The information furnished by the Honour¬ 
able Member in the first seven parts of this question is substantially 
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correct and [ do not, therefore, propose to reply to them in detail. I 
will refer the Honourable Member, if he so desires further information, 
to previous questions and answers on the same subject. 

As regards the next four parts, tlie Honourable Member or his 
informant, appears to have had access to certain confidential files in the 
Army Department but to have given a very inaccurate account of the 
discussions contained therein. 

The answer to i)art (1) is in the negative. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : May T know. Sir, if the non-migratory European 
officers find it rather economical to stay here in Simla during the winter 
and tliat is why the clerical staff has to be kept in Simla ? 

Mr. O. R. P. Tottenham : No, Sir. I do not think that is the case. 
I do not thinlt they find it very economical to stay in Simla during the 
winter. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : Are there educational facilities provided for the 
children of the Indian non-migratory staff in Simla who have to stay 
here in winter ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : Does the Honourable Member mean any 
special educational facilities ? 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : I mean any ordinary educational facilities. 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : I should like to have notice of that ques¬ 
tion. I do not know how far the schools in Simla remain open during 
the cold weather. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : I may inform the Honourable Member that there 
are no schools available during winter here. Would that be a hardship 
for these people or not 1 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : If there are no schools, certainly that 
would be a hardship. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : Do Government propose to provide any edu¬ 
cational facilities or compensate these people in some other way 1 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : The whole question is under consideration 
at x>ri*sent, of the numbers who remain in Simla and the numbers 
who go down to Delhi. J do not think we can take any special steps 
lo provide educational facilitie.s for those who remain in Simla. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali ; Is it not possible to shift all these people to Delhi 
jjermanently ! 

•Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : We have made calculations about that, and 
I believe it would cost a very large sum of money to bring down to 
Delhi the whole of the establishments of Army Headquarters who now 
remain in Simla. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : It will cost the Government just the same if all 
of. them remain in Delhi. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Next question. 

British Troops in India. 

88 . *1^. M. Asaf AH : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
j£ It IS a fact that : 
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(i) tho British troops in India are, under the Cardwell system, 
part and parcel of corresponding units in the United King* 
dom ; 

(n) one-third of the British Army is permanently kept in India 
at India’s expense ; and 

(m) the total strength of the standing Army in the United Kingdom 
is 158 thousand in the United Kingdom and 58 thousand in 
India, besides Beservists and Territorials ? 

(ft) What is the limit of the Army prescribed for (t) United Kingdom, 
and (it) India, under (1) the Peace Treaty and (2) Article 8 of the Con¬ 
vention of the League of Nations, and will Government please lay on the 
table the communications periodically sent under Article 8 of the Con¬ 
vention ? 

(c) What is the present ratio between Indian and non-Indian officers 
and other ranks in : 

(1) Royal Arlillery (different branches separately, especially Field 

Artillery and Light Artillery) ; 

(2) Royal Air Force ; 

(3) K'lg'nwrs Corps ; 

(4) Tanks Corps ; 

(5) Signals Corps ; 

(C) Adjulent General’s Branch ; 

(7) Quartermaster General’s Branch ; 

(8) Master General, Ordnance Branch ; 

(9) General Staff Branch ; 

(10) Railway Reserve Regiment ; and 

(11) The Post and Telegraph Nucleus t 

(d) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a complete list 
of the Indian troops now serving outside India t 

(e) Will Government state what is the total annual cost of the British 
troops to India, particularly taking into consideration the cost of : 

(0 the ecclesiastical establishment maintained for the troops ; 

(«) the strategic railways, especially those maintained for convqr- 
ing British troops from ports direct to the frontlei's ; 

(m) strategic telegraphs and telephones ; and 

(iv) capitation charges, oversea allowances, pensions, contributions 
towards the payment to the Reservists 1 

Mr. O. R. P. Tottenham : (a) (i). It would be more correct to say 
that British troops in India are linked to corresponding units, arms, etc., 
of the British Army in the United Kingdom in order to simplify the 
process of recruiting and drafting, rather than that tiiey are part and 
parcel of other units. 
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(n) and (w). The actual strength of the standing Army of Great 
Bi’itain, exclusive of Reservists and Territorials, is 209,754. This number 
is distributed as follows : 

United Kingdom .. .. .. 117,591 

India .. .. • • • • 57,554 

Colonies .. . .. .. 34,609 

209,754 


Prom this il will be seen that approximately 27 per cent, of the British 
regular army is in India. 

ib) No limit to the strength of the army, either for the United 
Kingdom or for India, is prescribed either by the Treaty of Versailles or 
by Ili(* Covenant of the League of Nations. In this connection I would 
refer Ihe Honourable IVIember to the reply I gave to his unstarred 
question No. 48 on the 22nd February, 1935. The information conveyed 
by both TIis Majesty’s Government and the Government of India to the 
League of Nations as regards the strength and armaments of their forces 
r-nder Article 8 of the (^ovenant is contained in the Armaments Year 
Book published by the League, a copy of wdiich is available in the Library 
of the House. 

(e) and {d). I lay two statements on the table. 

(e) The Defence Service Estimates are not framed in such a way as 
to make it possible to separate accurately the figure of cost of British 
troops, but it has been estimated that it amounts to about Rs. 13 crores. 
I would add that, whatever may be the correct view regarding the charg¬ 
ing of the loss on the so-called strategic railways, etc., to those Estimates, 
this item of ex[>enditurc has nothing to do with the presence of British 
troops in India. 


Statement No. I. 

Eaiio between Indian and non-Indian officers and other ranks. 

Non-Indian. 

(1) Field Artillery (R. A.) 

Field Artillery (Indian) 

Mountain Artillery (including Light Batteries) 

Horse Artillery 
Heavy Artillery 


(2) Royal Air Force 

(3) Engineer Corps 

(4) Tank Corps 

(5) Signal Corps 

(6) Adjutant General’s Branch .. 

(7) Quartermaster General’s Branch 

(8) Master General of the Ordnance Branch 

(9) General Staff Branch 

(10) Railway Reserve Regiment .. 

(11) The Post and Telegraphs Nucleus 


Indian. 

1 

24 

9 

1 

1 

1 

31 

0 

1-7 

1 

I 

0 

1 


3-6 

1 

1 

3 

1 

19-6 

1 

1 

1 

40 

40 

38 

70 


Not yet in existence. 
There is no such nucleus. 
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Statement No. II. 

List of Indian vnits serving ontside India, 

1st Battalion, 8th Punjab Regiment .. .. .. Hong Kong. 

2nd Battalion, 20th Burma Rifles .. .. .. JMalay States. 

The Hong Kong Mule Corps .. .. .. Hong Kong. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : What about (c) (1) to (c) (11) 1 The Honour¬ 
able Member has omitted to answer that. 

Mr. 0. R. P. Tottenham : I have said that a statement is laid on 
the table. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : Maj^ I know what the ratio is ? I cannot put any 
supplementary questions unless I know what the answer is. 

Mr. O. R. P. Tottenham : I will read out the statement. 

Batio between Indian and non-Indian officers and other ranks, 

Indian. Non-Indian, 


(1) Field Artillery (R. A.) .. .. .. 1 3.5 

Field Artillery (Indian) .. .. ,. 24 1 

Mountain Artillery (including Light Batteries) 9 1 

Horse Artillery .. .. .. 1 3 

Heavy Artillery .. .. ,. 1 1 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Surely it is not 
necessary to recite all these numerous figures now. They cannot be of 
much valu(» to the House, unless sufficient time is allowed for consider¬ 
ing the implications of these, figures. 

Some Honourable Members : They are of great use to the House. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : A statement 
like this ought to ho laid on the tabic of the House. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : May T know the figures relating to parts (6), (7), 
(8) and (9) of part (lo) of my question ? That is to say, about the four 
Branches of the Army Headquarters ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : The figures refer to the ratio between 
Indian and non-Indian oflSeers and other ranks. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali: T want the figures about officers particularly. 
The Honourable Member need not worry about the ranks. 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham ; I am afraid I have not got separate 
figures. I have got figures for both. 

Indian, Non-Indian, 

(6) Adjutant General’s Branch .. ..1 40 

(7) Quartermaster General’s Branch .. ..1 40 

(8) Master General of the Ordnance Branch .. 0 38 

(9) General Staff Branch .. .. ..1 70 

But I must explain that there are a large number of Indian 
civilian clerks on the establishments of these Branches. The figures I 
have given just now refer merely to Indian officers and other ranks. 
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Mr. M. Asalf Ali : Is it a fact that, in the Master General of 
Ordnance Branch, until recently, an Indian used to perform the duties 
of the Personal Assistant to the Master General t 

Mr. O. R. P. Tottenham : I do not think that question arises out of 
this. In any ease, I should want notice of any question askinj^ for 
details about particular officers employed in particular branches. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With reference to the answer to part (a) (n), 
may I know whether the 57,554 British soldiers are at the disposal of 
the British War Office or whether they are, while servings here and while 
they arc being paid by us, at the disposal of the Government of India t 

Mr. O. R. F. Tottenham : They are at the disposal of the Govern¬ 
ment of India. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : But the Government of India are at the dis¬ 
posal of the British War Office. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : May 1 know if it is a fact that there are three 
sections of the army ‘‘ Covering Troops “ Field Army and 
Internal Security Troops ? Wliat is the ratio among these t 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : That information is, I think, already con¬ 
tained in a p;)mphlet which we supplied to Honourable Members of this 
IIon.se. I (‘aniiot repeat the ratio from memory, but I would be glad to 
supply the Honourable Member with a copy of the pamphlet from which 
he will be able to get the information required. 

Mechanisation of Bbitish and Indian Army. 

89. *Mr. M. Asaf Ali : (a) Will Government please state the 
relative extent of the mechanisation of British and Indian Army, 
es])ecially in respect of the artillery ? 

(&) Is it not a fact that the equipment of the Indian section of the 
Artillery is half of the equipment of the British Artillery ? 

(c) Does India pay for the equipment and mechanisation of the 
Britisli troops f 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : (a) (i) Cavalry. —Two British cavalry 
regiments, one in the United Kingdom and one in Egypt, have been con¬ 
verted into armoured car regiments. No mechanisation of cavalry regi¬ 
ments has taken place or is contemplated in India. 

(n) Royal Artillery. —Of 18 Field Brigades, Royal Artillery, in 
England, four are mechanised. Of the ten Field Brigades, Royal Artil¬ 
lery, in India, two are mechanised. The Field Brigade, Indian Regiment 
of Artillery, is not mechanised. 

Two Horse Artillery Batteries, one in the United Kingdom and one 
in Egypt, have been mechanised. Trials are being carried out in India 
to find a suitable type of vehicle for the mechanisation of Horse Artillery 
batteries in this country. 

All Medium Artillery both in the United Kingdom and in India are 
mechanised. 

{Hi) Infantry. —Experiments are being carried out in England with 
mevshanised first line transport for Infantry Battalions. No such mech¬ 
anisation is contemplated in India. 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


286 


(iv) Royal Tank Corps. —^All units are mechanised. 

{v) Engineers. —In tlie United Kingdom the tendency is to mechanise 
the Divisional Engineers entirely. In India the corresponding units are 
only mechanised to such limited extent, as is suited to local conditions. 

(vt) Signals. —In both countries the mechanisation of signal units 
has followed generally the degree of mechanisation in the formations 
which they serve. 

(h) Presumably the Honourable Member refers to the Field Brigade 
of Indian Artillery. This Brigade, which is organised into four batteries 
of four guns each, has armaments and vehicles on exactly the same scale 
as a Itoynl Artillery Field Brigade of four batteries on the Indian e-.t.'ib- 
lishment. 

(e) India pays for the equipment and vehicles of the units on its 
establishment. 

Disposal op the Discarded Articles of the Army. 

00 . M. Asaf Ali : What is usually done to dispose of discarded 
atid out of date articles of equipment and particularly (o) weapons, (b) 
surgical insirumcnts and other equipments of Army hospitals, and ^s- 
carded accoutrements, etc. t 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : Thej' are ordinarily disposed of by sale 
to the best a<lvantage of the State either under local arrangements or 
through tlie Director of Pontract.s, after any components which may be 
of u.se to Government have been removed. Weapons and other lethal 
stores are rendered useless before .sale and are usually sold as serai). 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : Wh(*re are the stores sold t In India or 
abroad ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : In India. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra : When did the last sale take place ! 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : They are held every year from month to 
month. 

Application of the Punjab Sahukara Act to the Delhi Province. 

91. *]Mh*. M. Asaf Ali : (a) Has Government’s attention been drawn 
to the re.solu1ions passed by the Delhi Province Rural Conference, held 
on the 27th February, 19.35 in village Bawana under the presidentship of 
Sardar Vallabb Bhai Pqtel t 

(h) What sleps do Government propose to take in regard to the 
grievances and demands contained in these resolutions f 

(c) Are Government prepared to apply the Sahukara Act, Punjab 
(1934) to the Delhi Province to afford the rural population the relief 
asked for by the said Conference f 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai: (a) Yes. 

(b) A statement explaining the position is laid on the table. 

(c) The question is under consideration. 
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Statement. 

No. 1 (a) of Besolutions .—Tlie abiana levied on wells is not a tax, but is an 
element in the apportionment (bachh) of land revenue assessed by the Settlement 
OiBcer. The villagers themselves have a large say in this apportionment. 

No. 1 (h) of Resolutions .—All grievances in this regard receive the careful atten¬ 
tion of the Deputy Commissioner in eon junction with the canal authorities, who 
endeavour to provide an equitable distribution. 

No. 1 (c) of Resolutioiis .—Remission or suspension of land revenues, in 
accordance with damage to crops, is always granted after each harvest. A sum as 
large as Rs. 1,41,604, i.e., about T.*) per cent, of the total demand, was remitted on 
account of damage done to crops by heavy rains and Hoods* in k'l.irif, 1933. 

No. 2 of Resolutions .—The improvement of communications in the Delhi rural 
area will be pushed forward as and when funds permit. Jn the current financial year, 
it is intended to spend Rs. 10,000 on repairs to Kachha roads. 

No. i of Resolutions .—Attention is invited to the relevant portion of the Honour¬ 
able the Finance Member's speech in this House on the 14th February, 1935, in con¬ 
nection with Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad's resolution on the revision of the taxation policy 
of the Government of India. 

No. 5 of Resolutions .—There used to be a x)Ost office at Bawana, but it was closed 
down on account of insufficient work. The possibility of reopening the office is being 
examined. As regards the improvement of sanitation and the establishment of more 
hospitals, etc., in the Delhi rural area, it is the intention of the local Administration 
to take suitable action as funds permit. 


Sale of Elbctbioity by the New Delhi Municipal Committee to the 
Delhi Electric Supply Company. 

92. *Mr. M. Asaf Ali : («) Are Government .iwar'* that the New 
Delhi Miinieipal Committee ha.s offered to sell electric current to the Delhi 
Electric Supi)ly Company at the rate of .4 anna per unit t 

(6) Wliat is the rate which Government pay to the Supply Company 
and New Delhi Municipal Committee for electricity purchased for Gov- 
ernnjent offices situated in Delhi and New Delhi t 

(c) By whom was the plant in New Delhi installed, and is there 
any reason ivlij tlio tax-payer should be forced to pay such hijrh rates 
when (he Committee sell current at .4 anna per unit to a foreiutn concern ? 

(d) Are Government aware that the Delhi Electric Supply Company 
purchase current at low rates and supply it to Governmen'. offices and 
public in Old Delhi at rates which yield them an average profit of nearly 
900 per cent. V 

(c) Will Government state whether they are prepared to take step to 
create a Joint Electric Supply Board with (1) Old Delhi Municipal Com¬ 
mittee. (2) Joint Water Board, (3) New Delhi 'Vliinicipal (Wmittec, and 
(4) Notified Avcf> Committees as its constituents, to purchase electric 
current from New Delhi Municipal Committee and .distribute it to the 
various eo!i.stitiient.<5 at reasonable rates T Tf not, why not f 

(/) Is it not a fact that the Indian Electricity Act does not penuit 
monopoly of electric supply f 

Sir GiTja Shanks Baipai : (a) If the Honourable Member refers to 
negotiations for additional supply which Government understand are 
in progress the answer is in the affirmative. 

(b) A statement is laid on the table. 
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(o) The plant was installed by the Government of India and trans¬ 
ferred to the New Delhi Municipal Committee in March, 11)32, for due 
financial consideration. Government are looking into the point raised 
in the latter part of the Honourable Member’s question. 

(d) Government are not aware of the exact rates of profit made by 
the Company but the disparity between the rates at wliich they buy 
current from the New Delhi Municipal (\)mmittee and those at which 
they sell it to the consumer is being investigated. 

(e) Government are advised that such an arrangement will involve 
very considerable additional capital expenditure. 

(/) No. The Act merely says that the grant of a licence to one person 
shall not prevent the grant of another to another person for the same 
area. 


Statement. 

The New Delhi Municipal Committee supplies electricity to Government offices and 
private consumers alike at four annas per unit, less 10 per cent, discount if paid 
within a certain time, for light and fans ; and at two annas per unit for power. For 
Government offices in Old Delhi, Government pay to the Electric Supply Companv on 
a sliding scale of 4 to 6 annas per unit according to consumption ; up to 250 units 6 
annas, 250 to GOO units 5 annas, 500 and over 4 annas. 

Recruitment from within Divisional Circles on State Railways. 

S)U. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Will OoverHnictit be pleased to 
state if they are aware <*£ the policy of the Government of India (Posts 
and Telegraphs Department) which provides for the recriiilment of candi¬ 
dates for service ordinarily from within the revenue division ? 

(h) If so, will Government be pleased to .state whether they asiopt 
the same jsoliev of reeruilinent from within the respective divisional 
eieeles oo Stale Railway.s ? If not. w'hy not ? 

(<") Are Government aware that there arises dissatisfaction, specially 
amongst the lower class of Railway servants, when they are not placed 
within the revenue circle of the Railways within which they reside ? 

((D Do Oovevinnent propose to adopt such a iM>licy on the Railways, 
so as to facilitate the incumbents to be placed in their respective revenue 
division.s as lias botn done by the Posts and Telegraphs Department f If 
not, why not ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran ; («)Yes. 

(&) and (d). The Railway Department see no necessity to restrict 
recruitment in the manner proposed. 

(c) No. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Of course the Railway Department may 
not think it necessary, but may I know if there are any difficulties in 
the way of adopting the suggestion made by me I 

Mr. P. R. Ran : Government see no advantage in accepting the 
suggestion. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Are there any difficulties in doing so. I 

ask t 
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Mr. P. H. Eau : 1 am replying that there are no advantages in doing 
it. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : The Posts and Telegraplis Department is 
an all-India service department, similarly the Railways are all-India. 
When the Posts and Telegraphs Department have made that distinction 
in the matter of recruitment, what are the difficulties in the way of 
railways doing it ? 

Mr. P. R. Eau : Unless tliere are any advantages in tlie proposal, 
I do not see any reason wiiy the (lovornnient should ask the railways 
to adopt the proposal. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : AVill the Honourable Member please make 
empiiries from the Divisional Superintendents and find out if it is 
necessary to adopt my suggestion ? 

Mr. P. E. Eau : I do not see any necessity for doing so. 

PUBCHASE OP CERTAIN ARTICLES BY THE DIRECTOR OP CONTRACTS THROUGH 
THE Indian Stores Department. 

91. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Will Governme»it be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that the Director of Contracts for military, purchases 
articles, such as textile and machinery, through the Indian Stores De¬ 
partment f 

(h) If so. why does he not purchase oils, paints, soaps and hardware 
items tlirough the Indian Stores Department ? 

(c) What is the good of having two organizations for purchases T 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : (a) and (6). The various Defence Ser¬ 
vices have discretion to employ the agency of the Indian Stores 
Department or that of the Director of Contracts to supply their require¬ 
ments according as they consider the one or the other will best serve 
their interests. 

(c) The* question of having a single organisation capable of pur¬ 
chasing, both in peace and war, all the requirements of the Central 
Government has been repeatedly considered, and it has been decided 
that the present system should be retained on grounds of efficiency. 

Inclusion op certain Details in the Journal issued by the Director 

OP Contracts. 

95. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
^ate if it is a fact that the Indian Trade Journal cites all details, includ¬ 
ing the quantity of article.s purchased and the rate at which they are 
purchased, whereas the journal issued by the Director of the Contracts 
shows only the description, name and the value of the article purchased, 
but not the qnaniity and the rate at which it is purchased 1 

(h) If so. do Government propose to direct the Director of Contracts 
to show the aforesaid details 1 If not, why njot f 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : (a) Yes, Sir. 

(6) No. The practice on the Army side has for years past been to 
limit the publication of details regarding contracts in the manner stated. 
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This system works satisfactorily and is understood to be favoured by 
most of the contractors, witli whom the Director of Contracts has 
dealings. Government, therefore, see no reason to alter it. 

1&. Lalchand Navalrai : Ts the Honourable Member aware that the 
Indian Stores Department prepare the statistics and the lists in such a 
manner as to show the price as well as the quality of article purchased, 
so that it' would be possible to find out if there is fraud 1 Is the 
Honourable Member going to adopt the same system in his Depart¬ 
ment 1 

Mr. G. B. P. Tottenham : No, Sir. We see no reason to alter the 
existing system adopted by the Director of Contracts. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Does the Honourable Member know that 
really no rates are given and no quantities are being given t 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : As 1 said, the practice on the army side 
has for years past been to limit the publieation of details in the manner 
stated by the Honourable Member. 

Provident Insurance Societies in Sind. 

96. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) how many provident insurance and funds societies have been, 
started in Bind during the last five years ; 

(ft) whether the attention of Government has been drawn to the 
proceedings of the meeting held at Karachi on the J3th 
January at the Buyers and Shippers office in connection 
with the working of these societies ; 

(c) whether Government intend taking any action to safeguard 
the interests of subscribers to these funds ; if so, what ; 

(<i) whether it is a fact that Goveniment have instituted an in¬ 
quiry into the working of these provident insurance societies j 
if so, what the result of the inquiry is ; if not, whether 
. Government intend holding such an enquiry , 

(e) whelher Governnient contemplate any legislation in connection 
with such societies ; if so, what the nature of such a legis¬ 
lation is ; if not, what they propose to do in the matter ; 
and 

(/) whelher it is a fact that this is a Central sub.iect and that the 
Bombay Government have already brought, this subject to 
the attention of this Government and suggested amendment 
of the Insurance Law ? If .so, what steps have Government 
taken f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafmllah Khaw ; (a) 71 provident 
insurance societies. 

( 6 ) Yes. 

(c), (d), (e) and (/). The law relating to the regulation of provident 
insurance societies is contained in the Provident Insurance Societies 
Act, 1912, which is administered by the Local Governments. The Govern- 
ment of India have not made any enquiries into the working of the 
societies in Sind but the Government of Bombay hkve drawn their 
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attention to various unsatisfactory features attending the growth of 
such societies in Sind and have also suggested amendment of the 
insurance law. The matter is at present under the consideration of the 
Officer on Special Duty appointed by the Government of India to 
examine the desirability of amending the insurance law in India. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I inform the Honourable Member... - 

Mr. President (The ironourable Sir Abdur Uahim) : The Honour¬ 
able Member is not required to give information, but he should put his 
question. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May 1 know from the Honourable Member 
if it is a fact that in Sind, siiice this enquiry has been going on, lakhs of 
rupe<\s have been contributed to these Funds and that many of these 
Funds are closing down and people are thereby being affected adverse¬ 
ly ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The information 
which the Honourable Member has supplied to me may be correct. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I, therefore, request that tlie matter 
may be expedited ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Matters are 
progressing as fast as they can. 

Wfr. B. Das : When is the Special Officer likely to report on the 
amendment of the Insurance Act 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : 1 am afraid I 
could not say. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : Is the Honourable Member aware of the fact 
that similar unsatisfactory conditions prevail even in the Madras 
Presidency ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; 1 have no infor¬ 
mation. 

Alleged Hostile Attitude op the East Indian Railway Administration 

TOWARDS Trade Unions. 

97. *^Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
stale if they have received a telegram from the East Indian Railway 
Unio]i, complaining of the hostile attitude of the Railway administration 
towards trade unions t 

(6) If so, how far are the grievances mentioned in the telegram true t 

(c) What steps do Government propose to take to iiive-stigate the 
complaints and giv#* relief 1 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) Yes. 

(6) and (c). The matters referred to in the telegram are generally 
within the competence of the Agent, East Indian Railway, to decide, and 
the telegram has been referred to him for disposal. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Has the Honourable Member heard from 
the Agent with respect to this matter ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : No, Sir. We did not ask for a reply. 
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Mr. V. V. Oiri : Are Government aware tliat many workers who are 
taking an active part in the Trade Union movement on the East Indian 
Railway have been victimised ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : That does not arise out of this question. 

Fixation of the Time for the Issue of Demand Notices of Income-tax. 

98. *Mr. Lalcband Navalrai : {a) Will Government be pleased to 
state if the Central Board of Revenue have laid down any rule or given 
any instruetioiis to tlm Iiicome-tax oflBcers, fixing the reasonable maxi¬ 
mum and minimnm limit of time for giving a demand notice for payment 
of ordinary and super income-tax under section 29 of the Incuine-tax Act 1 

(h) ITas tlie attention of Government been drawn to the remarks of 
the Court of the Judicial Commissioner in Sind, condemning the practice 
of issuing notices of demand after a long time—in that case it having been 
issued after about two years t 

(r) If the answer to part (a) be in the negative, do Government 
propose, in view of the instances such as pointed out in part (b), to 
make a riil(» fixiiig the time for the issue of demand notices under section 
29 of the Income-tax Act f If not, why not ? 

Mr, A. H. Lloyd : ((f) Xo. 

(6) Yes. 

(o) The Commissioner of Income-tax has applied for leave to appeal 
against the order of the Judieial Commissioner in (Sind referred to in 
part (b) of the question. The point ra’sed in this part of tlie f|Ucstion 
will be considered by tin* Government when they have the result of the 
appeal before them. 

Income-tax Assessments re-opened in Sind. 

9!). *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Will Government be pleased to 
state in how many cases in eaeh Income-tax office in Sind, assessments 
\^'ere rt'-opmied under section 34, as having escaped notice, and after 
how much time during the years 1933-34 and 1934-35, respectively t 
Will Government bo pleased to lay on the table a statement thereof, 
showing briefly the reasons for such re-opening ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : The* infox’matioTi required is not on reeord and 
could be compiled only at an expenditure of time and labour that would 
not be justified by the value of the results. 

Appeals decided by the Assistant Commissioner op Income-tax in Sind. 

100 . ■5'Mr. Lalchand Navalrai ; Will Government be pleased to 
state the number of appeals decided by the Assistant Commissioner of 
Income-tax in Sind m the year 1934-35 and the time taken in deciding 
each appeal from tbe day of the institution of each of them ? 

Mx. A. H. Lloyd : The number of appeals decided by the Assistant 
Commissioner of Income-tax in Sind in the year 1934-35 was 1,529. As 
regards the time taken in deciding each appeal, the information is not 
on record and could be compiled only at an expenditure of time and 
labour that would not be justified by the value of the results. 
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Hr. Lalchand Navalrai : Is not the Honourable Member able to 
find out from the judgments what time was taken ! 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : By going through 1,529 proceedings, yes. 

Income-tax Cases in Sind called fob Review by the Commissioner or 

Income-tax, Bombay. 

101 . "'Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Will Government be pleased to 
state in how many cases the Commissioner of Income-tax, Bombay, called 
for review cases from the Income-tax offices in Sind under section 33 of 
the Income-tax Act in 1934-35, and after how much time from the day 
of the decisions given by the respective Income-tax officers in Sind t 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : Presumably the Honourable Member refers to 
eases where the review was undertaken by the Commissioner of Income- 
tax, Bom])a 3 ^ himself, without a representation from the assessee, for 
the purpose of enhancing the assessment. There were only two such 
cases. One of them was taken up after six months and the other eight 
and a half months from the date of the deeisioii given by the Income-tax 
Officer concerned. 

Statement of Income-tax Cases laid before the Court of the Judicial 

Commissioner in Sind. 

J02. ^Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Will Government be pleased to 
state in how many cases in all statements of cases were laid before the 
Coin-t of the Judicial Commissioner in Sind under section 66 of the 
Income-tax Act in the years 1933-34 and 1934-35, and with what result f 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : One in 1933-34 which was decided against the 
Department and three in 1934-35 which have not yet been heard by the 
Court. 


Amendment of Section 61 of the Indian Income-tax Act. 

103. "^'Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : What steps do Government propose 
tu take in order to amend section 61 of the Income-tax Act ? Is it a fact 
that the said seetion was proposed to be amended in the year 1929 but 
was kept in abeyanee pending further consideration 1 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd ; I would refer the Honourable Member to my 
answer to his question No. In. 


Platforms at certain Stations on the Madras and Southern Mahratta 

Railway. 

104. *Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : (a) Are Government 
aware that the Oiidur broad gauge platform on the Madras and Sciithein 
Mahratta Railway is too low for passengers to get down and get up easily 1 

(b) Do Government propose to raise the level of the platform for 
the eonvenience of the passengers at Gudur, Thaduku and Vepagunta on 
the Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway, broad gauge line 1 

(c) Are Government aware that the platforms at Gudur, Renigunta, 
Katpadi and Arkonam are only partly covered and other stations like 
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Cliittoor, Tirupati, etc., are not covered at all and great difficulty is felt 
by passengers during summer to get down in the hot sun } 

(d) Do Government propose to put up coverings for the entire 
platforms at all important stations on the Madras and Southern Mahratta 
Railway ? 

Mr. P. R. Eau : (a) No. The platform is the standard height for 
medium level platforms. 

(b) It is the policy of Government to leave the allocation of funds 
allotted for this purpose to the Agent, who is in touch with the 
relative importance of stations and has the bcnellt of the advice of his 
local advisory committee. 

(c) No. But Government have no reason to dispute the statements 
made by the Honourable Member. 

(d) No. 1 may add that the Madras and Southern Maiiratta Railway 
propose to have a partly covered platform at Tinipati. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Are Government aware that 
the Local Advisory Committee suggested and recommended that, so 
far as Thaduku and Vepagunta are concerned, they should be covered 
and the level of the platforms also should be raised ? 

Mr. P. R. Eau : Po.ssibly, Sir ; but it is a question for the Agent to 
decide what is the best way of utilising the sums allotted to him for 
this purpose. 

Prof. N. O. Ranga : Will the Honourable Member kindly bring 
this suggestion to the notice of the Agent i 

Mr. P. R. Rau : I understood from the Honourable Member that 
the suggestion had been ])rought to the notice of the Agent by his 
Advisory C(unmittee. 

Bringing in of Trains near the Platforms at certain Stations on the 
Madras and Southern Mahrati^a Railway. 

Idi). *Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : (fi) Am Government 
aware that on many stations on the Madras and Southern Mahratta 
Railway, such as Chittoor, Putlialpet, Renigunta, etc., when two trains 
cross each other, one of the trains is stopped on the loop-line and pas¬ 
sengers including old ram, women and cliildren with heavy luggage are 
made to alight on the ground and cro.ss the railway line at great incon¬ 
venience and risk ? 

ffe) Are Government prepared to issue instructions that all trains 
should be brought near the platforms without exception and the passengers 
made to alight and get in from there t 

^ Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) The Agent, Madras and Southern Mahratta 
Railway, states that at single line stations on the metre gauge, when twoi 
passenger trains have to cross, the first train is, wherever possible, 
received on the platform line and the second on another line. The 
rules provide for the trains not being allowed to stop opposite each 
other where this can be avoided, and require that the train on one line 
must be drawn ahead of the other so that the rear brake van of one 
train is at least 10 yards clear of the rear brake van of the other train. 
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When this is not possible, passengers are not allowed to alight between the 
two trains or to pass between the vehicles of either train. The distance 
from the footboards of vehicles to the ground is comparatively small, 
and it is not considered that passengers are put to any inconvenience 
or risk by being required to alight on the ground between two tracks 
instead of one to the platform. 

On the broad gauge, where two trains cross, both trains are taken 
on to the platform line. 

(b) The acceptance of my Honourable friend’s suggestion would in¬ 
volve considerable delay to passenger trains at stations at which such 
trains cross, and Government arc, therefore, unable to accept it. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanazn Ayyangar : Are Government aware that 
at Chittoor, tlie district headquarters in Chittoor district in the Madras 
Presidency, on the metre gauge line two trains stand on two different 
lines, halt there for more than 15 minutes, and there is sufficient time 
for both trains to come to the platform, but that still women and 
children have to get down on the ground and cross the railway line 
with heavy luggage at great risk ? I would ask the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber to lay on the table what information he received and wliat kind 
of inquiry was made, after this question wiis put, to conclude that there 
is absolutely no such inconvenience, when day after day we are feeling 
the inconvenience. 

Mr. P. R. Ran ; T will send a copy of my Honourable friend’s 
speech to the Agent of the Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway'. 

Non-Reduction of the Excise Duty on Salt manufactured from 

Sea-Water. 

lOfi. ’^Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Will Oos.^rnnient be 
pleased to state why they have not reduced the excise duty on salt manu¬ 
factured from sea-water as in the case of salt and saltpetre proiluced in; 
tlie Punjab and other mines in Northern India ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : Excise duty has not been reduced on salt produced 
in the Northern India salt sources, as stated by the Honourable Member^ 
and there is no duty on saltpetre. Reduced rates of duty are levied on 
salt and sitta educed in saltpetre rcfinerie.s in Northern India. The con¬ 
cession has been granted because educed salt is much inferior in quality 
to ordiimry salt. Sitta is so impure as to be unfit for human consump¬ 
tion. Moreover the license fee for the manufacture of saltpetre include.s 
an element of duty on the educed salt. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Is the Honourable Member 
aware that in Anantpore and the Ceded Districts of the Madras Presi¬ 
dency, such inferior kind of salt is produced by the local men, and that, 
with respect to .that kind of salt, similar concessions should be allowed ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : I answered the question abc\it Northern India. 

I have no reason to believe that the salt produced in the area to which the 
Honourable Member refers is of the same inferior quality as that which is 
educed in the production of salt in saltpetre refineries. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayytaigax : Will the Honourable Member 
kindly make inquiries, and, if he is satisfied, extend the concession 1 
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Mr. A. H. Uoyd : 1 do not think it is necessary to make such 
inquiries. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Is the Honourable Member 
aware that in those districts there has been famine for over a^ year and 
we have been repeatedly re(|uesting that concessions should be given ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : I do not think, Sir, that is relevant to the rates of 
duty in Northern India. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : With respect to salt produced 
in other parts of India, similar concessions are given as for salt produced 
in Northern India. Therefore, tJiis comes under that question. Will the 
Honourable Member consider my suggestion after making inquiries ? 

(No reply.) 

Promotion of Long Staple and Middle Staple Cotton in India. 

107. -’'Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Asryangar : (u) Are Government 
aware lliat in JJrazil experiments on a large scale are being made Tor rhe 
])r(*duetion of medium staple cotton for sujiply to the world markets and 
England ? 

{h) Are OovernnKuit aware that annually seven erores worth of long 
staple eotton are being imported into India from the l-nited States of 
America, and if .so, are any steps being taken in rnd'a to make her self- 
sufficient in eotton ? If so, what ? 

(r) Are any measures taken for the promotion of long staple and 
iiiiddl(‘ staple eotton in India, and if so. what are they 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : (a) Government are aware of a >narked 
increase in the production of eotton in Brazil in recent years. 

(b) and (r). During the five years ending 193.3-34 the average annual 
imports into India of eotton from the United States of America were 
valued at Rs. li erores. The largest imports were in 19.32-33, worth 
Rs. .3 84 erores. I;il)eral grants are made by the Indian Central Cotton 
Committee to promote the more extensive cultivation and the marketing 
of improved varieties in India and to make pure seed easily available lo 
the cultivators at a reaMiiiable price and also for purposes of demonstra¬ 
tion and [iropaganda. For a detailed account of the Committee's activi¬ 
ties I would refer the Honourable Member to the Committee’s latest report 
for the year ending the 31st August, 1934, a copy of which is available 
in the Library of the House. These measures have already met with much 
success. 

Mr. B. Das : Has the Honourable Member suggested lo the Finance 
Department to put heavier duty on imported American cotton ? 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : I think that if the Finance Department 
were to take any such action, it w^ould be a very severe blow indeed lo 
those mills in this country which go in for the finer counts. 

Mr. B. Das : What about the agriculturists who produce eotton in 
India ? 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : I have already informed ti e House that 
the Indian Central Cotton Committee is doing its duty by the agricul¬ 
turists. 
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Mr. M. AnantliAsayanain Ayyangar : What is the quantity of middle 
staple cotton produced in India ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I can give my Honourable friend the 
figures for the year 1933-34 : staple one inch—25,000 bales : 7|8th iiicli 
to one inch- -1.346 million bales ; ojHth to 13|16th inch—1.254 million 
bales. 

Amount raised in India by Subscriptions for the Silver Jubilee 

Celebrations. 

108. ’‘Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : (a) What is the total 
amount raised in India by subscriptions from the public snd contribu¬ 
tions from the Ijocal and Central Governments for the Silver Jubilee cele¬ 
brations V What amount was spent out of it, and how was the balan'^r* 
disposed of t 

(b) Are Government aware that an extract from an article in the 
Manchester Guardian appeared in the Madras Mail, pointing out that the 
Silver Jubih^es of Queen Victoria and other Sovereigns were not celebrated 
and that the celebration was unnecessary and expensive ? 

(c) Are Government aware that in Madras and Delhi arrests were 
made of some persons for carrying on alleged anti-Jubilee propaganda ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (a) I have no information in 
regard to the amount raised or contributed, and expended, in the provinces. 
The Government of India allotted a sum of two lakhs, all of which was 
spent on the celebrations. 

(b) T have seen an article in thi.s sense in the Madras Mail of April 
13th last, but there is nothing in the artiele to show that it was extracted 
from the Manchester G\iardian. i\ was an article from a London cor¬ 
respondent of the Madras Mail, 

ic) In Madra.s five persons were convicted under the Press Act in 
connection with leaflets, some of a violent revohitionaiy character, in 
which boycott of the Jubilee was advocated. In Delhi eight persons were 
arrested in connection with the circulation of leaflets of a similar nature. 
In all these cases action was jtistified not because the leaflets advocated 
boycott of the Jubilee but because they were otherwise of a seditious 
nature. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : As regards clause (o), 
how' is it diflilcult for the Honourable Member to collect information re¬ 
garding the total amounts raised in the several provinces ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : The difficulty is that there were 
a very large number of local committees in the different provinces, un¬ 
official committees, collecting subscriptions, and it would have entailed a 
very large amount of correspondence to ascertain how much they collected 
and how much they spent. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Does the Honourable Member 
suggest that the Central Committee in each Presidency is itself not aware 
pf the amounts raised throughout that Presidency, and, if it is so aware, 
how is it difficult to collect statistics from eleven Presidency headquarters 
and place them before this Honourable House ? 
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The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I am not aware whether the 
Central Committees in each province are aware of what is collected by 
purely local committees : I imagine they were not ; but, in any case, the 
matter is one for the Local Governments, and not for the Government of 
India. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam A3ryangar : Can it be a cror<> of rupees 
•approximately ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry OraSk : I cannot say. 

Dr. N. B. Khare : Will Government send for the information re- 
(luirecl ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I do not think it is of sufficient 
importance. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam A]ryangar : With reference to the arrests 
made, is it seditious to say that India cannot afford to celebrate the Jubilee 
at such enormous expense 1 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim) ■ That is asking 
for an opinion. 

Dr. Khan Sahib ; Is the Honourable Member aware that in Dera 
Ismail Khan, on the 5lh of May, a Congress shopkeeper was beaten by a 
Dera Ismail Khan Government Honorary Magistrate and the police came 
there on the spot, but took no notice of it, because they wanted him to pnt 
some flag on his shop in celebration of the Jubilee and he refused to do 
it y 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : How does that arise out of my 
reply ? 

Dr. Khan Sahib : Because it is in connection with the Jubilee cele¬ 
bration. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : It has nothing to do with the 
collection of subscriptions. 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : Is the Honourable Meud)cr aware of the 
amount collected by the Central Committee at Delhi and how it has been 
spent f 

The Honourable^ Sir Henry Oraik : No : I have not the details. 

Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi : Is it not a fact that only two British 
sovereigns before His Majesty reigned long enough to reach the stage of 
Silver Jubilee—one being Queen Victoria, and the other was one who 
became a lunatic at the time t 

Mr. S, Satyamurti : On a point of order. Sir : how does this arise f 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Chair 
does not think that arises out of the amswer. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I do not think it arises, but I do 
not think that the Honourable Member’s statement is correct. 

Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi : Is it not further the fact that the Silver 
Jubilee Celebration was stopped by Queen Victoria on account of the 
death of the Prince Consort, and that of the lunatic king did not take 
place on account of hie lunacy f 

(No answer.) 
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Institution of the System of Job Analysis in the Posts and Telegraphs 

Department. 

309. *Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar ; Arc GovernmoMt j^re- 
parefl to institute the system of job analysis in the Posts and Toh^^raphs 
Department for devising economy in expenditure on the lines, siiggest-^d 
by Mr. Pope regarding the Railway Administration ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. 6. Mitchell : The organisat ion and the 
methods of work of the ditferent branche^s of the Indian Posts and Tele¬ 
graphs Department have been examined from time to time since 1921 by 
six different committees with a viinv to secure all possible economy con¬ 
sistent with efficiency, wliich is the object of the system of the job analysis. 
Governnienl do not, therefore, consider it necessary at present to institute 
another investigation of the nature contemplated by the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar ; Instead of carrying on the 
analysis by separate committees, cannot it be concurrently done and 
information gathered in the department itself ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. Q. Mitchell : The department is coutimially 
carrying on! a scridiiiy of the methods of work of its subordinate offices. 


Constitutional Aspect of (certain Territories in Baluchistan. 

110. ^'Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : (ir) Will Government be ]>leasod 
to stale the Constitutional aspect of the following territories in Baiiich- 
fctan : 

Las Bela, Bugti. Kharan, Makran, Brohi, Marri, and such other 
tribal units ? 

\b) Are these territories under the direct control of British India or 
oonneeted with the United Confederation of Kalat State ? 

• r'l If the eonstitutional eompo'ition of the territories in question is 
a diftej-ent one than the two mentioned above, will Government be pleased 
to describe the reality of the fact, and throw light rni it ? 

Mr. J. G. Aclieson : So far as this question relates to tribal areas, 
namely, Marri and Bugti country, the information is as follows : 

(a) The Marri and Bugti territories are tribal areas in the Sibi 
Political Agency. 

ib) These areas are not included in British India. They are tribal 
areas under the Political control of the Government of India 
through the Agent to the Governor General in Baluchistan 
and the Political Agent, Sibi. 

(c) Does not arise. 

The remaining areas are Indian State territory. 

Allowances paid to the Tribal Sardars of Baluchistan. 

m. *Beth Haji Abdoola Haroon : (a) Will Government be ])leased 
to state wdiether the tribal Sardars of Baluchistan, such as Marri, Bugti, 
Kharan and other territories in Baluchistan, get monthly allowances from 
the Government of India for personal use f 
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(6) La it a fact that these Sardars, apart from the above mentioned 
allowances, also get certain amounts for maintenance of their administra¬ 
tion from the Government of India f 

(c) If the reply to parts (a) and (6) above be in the aflSrmaiive, 
will Government be pleased to lay on the table a consolidated statement 
showing* therein yearly amounts paid to individual Sardars 1 

(d) Do the tribal Sardars of Marri and Bugti render any service to 
the Brifish India and if so, “what kind of service ? 

(e) Do the Sardars mentioned in part (d) get tlic above stated 
allowanees in \ir1u( of some treaties made betweoi them and Government, 
and if feo, will Gc'vernment please place copies o£ those treaties on the 
table ? 

Mr, J. G. Acheson : So far as tribal Sardars are concerned the 
information is : 

(a) Certain Sardars of lialuchistau draw monthly allowances from 
Govornmenl and in return they are made responsible for the 
tranquillity of their tribal areas. Some of them have to 
maintain a specified number of tribal levies for this purpose. 
When ealh'd u|)()n to do so tliey serve as members of Jirgas. 

(h) No, except in so far as the upkeep of levies and the duties 
d(‘scril)e(l in the answer to part (a) can be described as 
‘maintenance of administration ^ 

(c) A consolidated statement of such allowances is furnished. 

(d) Of the Sardars whose names are shown in the consolidated 

statement which is laid on the table, only four belong to 
British Baluchistan and, therefore, to British India. They 
render services to British India in the manner described in. 
the answ^er to part (o). The remainder do not render 
any direct service to British India except that they serve on 
Jinjas and that they keep order in their tribal areas which 
has a direct effect on conditions in the neighbouring areas 
of British India. 

(e) There are no treaties but regular agreements wdth the Marris 

and Bugtis, copies of which are laid on the table. There are 
neither treaties nor agreements with other Sardars. 
Kharan is a part of Indian State territory, regarding which 
Government are not prepared to answer questions in this 
House. 


Statement showing allowances paid to Saedars in Baluchistan. 


Quetta Pishin District, 

K. S. Sardar Ghulam Mohd. Turin 

Kalat and Chagai District, 

Chagad District, 

Sardar Mohd. Ali Khan Mengal 
Sardar Abdul Aziz Khan Badini 
Sardar Mehrullah Khan Jamaldini 
Mir Cbandan Khan Tarasezai Mengal .. 

Sardar Taj Mohd. Sanjerani .. 


Bs. 

1,800 


19,260 

9,600 

9,726 

1,440 

28,800 
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Sardar i^hahbaz Khau W auechi .. .. • • 

ISardar Habib Ullah Khan Belkhel .. .. • • 

Sardar Allah Dad Khan Jaffar . ■ .. • • 720 

K. B. Sardar Shah Ghazi Khan .. .. • • 

Sardar Sobha Khan Lehrzai .. .. • • • • 

K. S. Sardar Baz Mohd. Khan .. .. .. 1,801) 

Sibi District. 

Marri Service (excluding Kohlu and By. Sub-Division) .. 47,460 

Bugti Service .. •• •• 70,200 

K. B. Sardar Samundar Khan Barozai .. .. .. 1,320 

K. B. Sardar Wahab Khan, M.B.E. .. .. .. 1,380 

K. S. Murad Khan Sarangzai .. .. • > 990 

Sardar Bustam Khan Jamali .. .. .. 600 

Zhob District. 

Sardar Bahadur Sardar Mohd. Khan Jogezai .. .. 1,800 

Sardar Bahadur Sardar Zarghun Khan Jogezai .. .. 1,800 


Agreement given by Sirdar Mihruilah Khan and the Chiefs of the Marri Tribe, to 
Major Sir Bobert Sandeman, K.C.S.I., Agent, Governor General, Baluchistan, at his 
camp at (juat on the 6th January, 1881. 

We, Sirdar Mihrulla Khan, Tumaudar, Karram Khan, Chief of the Bijerani 
section, Bakhtiyar Khan and Sobdar Khan, Chiefs of the Tingani section, Nihal Khw 
liOharani, Mir Hazar, Gazani, Kote Khan, Bijerani, Sheran, Kal'wani, Batil, Shaheja, 
Gul Muhammad, Chilgri, and other chiefs of the Marris, agree as follows on the follow¬ 
ing conditions : 

(1) The whole country shall remain at peace, and all the roads shall be kept 

open without hindcrance. If any evil-doing is perpetrated by the Marri 
tribe in Sind, the Punjab, or any part of British territory, Government 
is to have the right of stopping this service, and of cutting off all inter¬ 
course with the tribe. 

(2) When any theft is committed in British territory, or on the British roads, 

the Tuinandar and chiefs will immediately restore the stolen property. 
If serious oifeucos, such as murder or highway robbery, are committ^ 
either within British territory or on trade roads, or in their neighbour¬ 
hood, the Tumandar and Chiefs will be responsible for the production 
of the actual offenders. If the Tumandar and Chiefs are not concerned 
and arc faithful in this, the Political Officer will assist them in carry¬ 
ing out this condition ; but if it appears that the Tumandar and Chiefs 
are in any way concerned in the crime, they will be themselves held 
responsibh?. 

(3) The Marri tribe shall have no claim to any additional pay on account of 

protection of the railway or telegraph lines, and they shall prevent theii 
people doing any damage to these. The Government will, of course, 
exercise its pleasure as to employing Marris or any others to carry posts, 
or to act .as telegraph hm* 

(4) The condition on which the Sird.ar draws his pay is, that either he himself, 

or his son, shall bo present in attendance on the Political Officer, as 
long as he is in his own country on this duty he shall not receive any 
subsistence allowance (for the attendance), but when he goes out of his 
own country to Quette, Hurnai, or Sibi, he shall receive the usual 
subsistence allowainee. 

(5) We (the Marri Chiefs) will produce individuals to perform service to be 

approved of by the Government, and they shab be posted wherever Govern¬ 
ment please within the Marri country or in the country close to it. 
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(0) The Vakil and his two sowars shall, so long as required remain in attendance 
on the Agent, Governor General. When Agent, Governor General, does 
not himself require him, he shall be in attendance on the Political 
Officer. 

(7) Whenever the Political Officer or the Agent, Governor General, summons the 

Tumandar or any of the Chiefs, he shall at once attend without making 
excuses. 

(8) Hostages, as spcciiicd in the separate list annexed, with one Bessaldar and 

ten sowars, shall remain continually, till further orders, present at Sibi. 
The Marri Bessaldar and sowars will be responsible for their production 
daily before the Political Officer at Sibi. 'flie hostages shall be changed 
in regular turn in the manner specified in the list, with the permission 
of the Political Officer, Sibi. 

We will remain subject to the British Government, and will not wage war, nor 
make any attempt at iiillictiiig relribulion on any other people or tribe, without ihc 
permission of Government. 

We have written these words as our agreement and sunnud. 

Seal of Sirdar Mihrulla Khan. 

Mark of Karram Khan, Bijerani. 

Mark of Bakhtiyar Khan, Tingani. 

Mark of Bobdar Tingani. 

Mark of Nihal Khan, Laharani. 

Mark of Mir Bazar, Gazani, Nozbandagani. 
Mark of Koto, Bijerani. 

Mark of Sheran, Kalwani. 

Mark of Batil, Shaheja. 

Mark of Gul Muhammad, Chilgri. 

Mark of Koti, Tingani. 

Mark of .Jamal, Tingani. 

Witnesses. 

(Hd.) Birdar Asad Khan, Baisani. 

(Beal of) Mir Yar Muhammad, son of Birdar Alladina Kurd. 

(Beal of) Sirdar Alladina Kurd. 

Dated dih Jemuary, 


Termx regarding eerviee, hehaviour, and hostages agreed to hy the Sirdars, Chiefs, 
and Mueaddams of the Bugti Tribe, 

Whereas Lieutenant-Polonel Beynolds, Political Agent, Lieutenant Jennings, 
Officiating Assistant Agent to the Gov(*rnor General, have, with the sanction of the 
Agent, Governor General, planned the service as shoum in List 2 attached. 

We, Mir Hhabaz Khan, eldest son of Birdar Ghnlam Murtar-a Khan, and on his 
behalf, Gohram Khan, uncle of Kechi Khan, Shambani, and on his behalf, Bhah Ali 
Mucaddam, Musori Bijar Nothani, Touriz Nothani, Behan Nothani, Dilijan Nothani, 
Rugha Kulpar, Futtuhul, Kulpar, Mirdost, Kulpar, Haidar Kulpar, Hasab Kulpar, 
Zunu Kulpar, Barani Mundrani, Bobdar Khiazai, Futteh Khan Shambani, and Ghuna 
Khan, Shambani, agree as follows : 

(1) That we will at once give six hostages who will remain in Jacobabad or 
wherever the Agent, Governor (General, may order. They will be from the following 
sections : 

1 from the Musori section. 

1 from the Nothani section. 

2 from the Kulpar section. 

1 from the Mundrani sectioii. 

1 from the Shambani section. 

They will be changed as per detail in the annexed List No. 3. 



■S02 


LSOIStATiyK assembly. 


[4th Sbp. 1936. 


One of the Bugti Sirdar's sons will also remain with the hostages, who will be 
under his orders. He will be responsible for their daily reporting themselves to the 
Political Agent in eJiarge. 

(H) If any of the Hugtis hereafter commit petty thefts, etc., within British 
territory, the sirdar will at once recover the stolen property. But if the offence com¬ 
mitted be such as murder, highway robbery or other serious offence, the offender will bo 
produced and made over to the Political Agent. If more than reasonable delay occurs, 
the hostage belonging to the criminal section will be kept in close custody until the 
actual offender or offenders are pnMiuced. 

(3) The amount of pay will be the same as hitherto sanctioned by Government ; 
but this will be disbursed in future only to those who are actually in the performance 
of duty. 

Detail of service has been given in the annexed list No. 2. 

Alir Shabaz Khan, eldest son of Sirdar GhiiUim Murtaza Khan, will be recognized 
as Kesaldar or commandant of the sowars. All the sowars will remain under his 
orders. 

yiiabaz Khan will himself work under the direction of his father, but will, when 
necessary, send out sow’ars to recover stolen cattle, etc. 

At present Ghulam Murtaza Khan being ill, Shabaz Khan will officiate as sirdar 
of the Hugtis in addition to his own work ; when the former recovers, he will resume 
the charge of his own duties. 

(4) One Jemadar, a Hind, if possible, with 12 Biluch Guide sowars, will, bo 
stationed at Hibruk Dcra to see that the terms of this agreement an* properly executed. 
If necessary, some of tlu'se sowars may be detached to Thusu to keep the Hhainbanis 
up to their agreement. 

Kjcclii Khan and Gohram Khan will be held responsible for keeping the peace 
on the part of the fShambaiu section, and Ghulam Murtaza Khan and Mir Hhabaz Khan 
on the part of the rest of the tribe. 

(5) 111 future when any sirdars or mneaddams are sent for on Government duty 
and out of their own district, they will receive subsistence allowance at the rate allowed 
to the Marris. 

When they are summoned, the number of the men to accompany them should 
always be clearly stilted by the summoning officer. 

(()} Jf people of any section refuse to obey the order of their sirdar, and the 
sirdar wishes them punished, Government will have this punishment carried out, on 
the Assistant Agent, Governor General’s ascertaining that the sirdar's complaint is 
true and that punishment is deserved. 

(7) We, the sirdar and mucaddams, agree that in future we will remain subject 
to the Britisli Government, and will not uagi* war agaiii.st Marris, Shambanis, or others 
without the permission of Goveriiment. 

(8) The hostages will be allowed to go when Government is satisfied, from the good 
behaviour of the tribe, that tlie arrangements are of a permanent character. This 
point to be decided by the Agent, Governor General. 

(9) When the sirdar or any of the chiefs are summoned by the Assistant Agent, 
Governor General, he shall at once attend without making excuses. 

(Hd.) Mir Shabaz Khan, son of Bugti Tumandar. 

(Sd.) Gohram Khan, uncle of Tumandar Shambani. 

(Sd.) Shah All, Musori Mucaddam. 

(Sd.) Bijar Khan, Nothani. 

(Sd.) Touriz Khan, Nothani. 

(Sd.) Behan Khan, Nothani. 

(Sd.) Dilijan Khan, Nothani. 

(Sd.) Kugha Khan, Kulpar. 

(Sd.) Fiittuhull, Kulpar. 

(Sd.) Mir Dost, Kulpar. 

(Sd.) Hyder, Kulpar. 

(Sd.) Easab, Kulpar. 

(Sd.) Zunu, Kulpar. 

(Sd.) Barani Mnndrani. 

(Sd.) Sobdar Khiazai. 

(Sd.) Futteh Khan, Shambani. 

(Sd.) Guhna Khan, Shambani. 
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Witnesses, 

(8d.) iS'awjib riuain Daksh Khan, Mazari. 

(8d.) Hirdar Assad Khan, Raisaiii. 

(Sd.) Kaib Miilla Pirjan. 

Countersigned and approved, peuciiug sanetion of (iovcrninent. 

(8d.) K. HKYNOLDS, Lieut,-Colo)iel, 

Political Agent. 

(Sd.) K. 11. JKNNINGS, Lieut.-Colonel, 

B.E., 

Offg, Assislanf Agent, Governor General. 


Territories op Kalat Sr ate. 

1]:?. '^Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : (a) Will be pleased 

to state 'what tenitories of Kalat State are on 1e i.se I 

{!)) Is it a faet that the expenditure on the administration of these 
territories is heavy in eomparison with their income, resiiltinp: in loss to 
G«)verninent and if so, what is the total amount of loss sustained every 
year ? 

Mr. J G. Acheson ; (a) The following territories of the Kalat 
State are on lease : 

1. District and Xiabat of Quetta. 

2. Holan Pass. 

3. District and Niabat of Nushki. 

4. Niabat of Nasirabad. 

The terms on wliicdi these territories have been given on lease are 
stated in Agreements Nos. XIV, XXVI and XXVIII published In 
Aiteheson’s Treaties, Volume XI, nth Edition, 1929. 

(ft) The loss sustained is as under : 

1. District and Niabat of Quetta. —The figures for this area are not 

available as the records of the Office of the Political Agent, 
Quetta-Plsliin, w(*rc l)uri(‘d in the eartlupiake and have not 
yet been fully salvaged. 

2. Bolan Pass. —The average deficit for the past three years in 

round figures is lls. 65,000 a year. 

3. District and Niabat of N^ls^^ki. —The annual deficit is Rs. 58,000. 

4. Niabat of Nasirabad. —The average annual deficit for the three 

years (1928-29 to 1930-31) prior to the opening of the 
Khirtar Canal was Rs. *62,000 a year. No reliable figures 
after the opening of the Khirtar Canal are available as a 
consolidated land revenue and water rate is being recovered 
from the land-holders and no financial adjustment between 
the Baluchistan and Bombay Governments regarding' the 
cost of the Khirtar Canal and its working has yet been 
arranged. Development operations are still proceeding and 
a considerable portion of the waste lands has still to be 
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colonized. The income from these lands is on the inere^e. 
The deficit on tlie average of the past four years alter no 
opening of the Khirtar Canal lias been reduced to Its. 14,075 
per annum subject to any adjustment referred to above. 

Position of the Political Agency in the Territories of Yob and 

Khatrano in Baluchistan. 

lUJ. J'Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : Will Go\ eminent be pleased to 
state the real position of the Political Agency of the Government of India 
in the territories of Yob and Khatrano (Baluchistan) and whether these 
territories are permanently under British India, and if not, then what the 
real position is ? 

Mr. J, G. Acheson : It is presumed that the Honourable Member 
refers to the Zhob and Loralai Political Agencies. These are not included 
in Britisli India but are tribal areas known as Agency territories legally 
on the same footing as the tribal territory on the North-West Frontier. 

Constitutional Character of the Shahi and other Jirgas in 

Baluchistan. 

111. *Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon ; (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state the constitutional character of Shahi Jirga in Baluchistan, and 
its powers, and in what capacity outsider Sardars and other representa¬ 
tives participate in the said Shahi Jirga ? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state the constitutional character 
of other local Jirgas of Baluchistan and their powers and responsibilities ? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state : 

(i) whether the Presidents of the Shahi and other Jirgas in 
Baluchistan are nominated by Government or elected by their 
members, and, in case they are nominated, the reasons for 
the .same and the qualifications required for such Presidents ; 
and 

(u) whether Government are prepared to allow the Jirgas to elect 
their own Presidents instead of the Government’s nominee 1 

Mr. J, G. Acheson : (a) The Shahi Jirga is a Council of Elders 
consisting of the Chiefs of the tribes in Baluchistan. The members of 
the Jirga are appointed by the Aegnt to the Governor General. Import¬ 
ant civil and criminal cases and questions of tribal cusitonxary law which 
capnot be settled by District and Joint Jirgas are referred to the Shahi 
Jirga for opinion. It is not undei*slood exactly what is meant by “ Out¬ 
sider Sardar ” but there is nothing to prevent the Agent to the Governor 
General from nominating Sirdars and others wdio are not normally mem¬ 
bers of the Shahi Jirga to be members of that body to assist in their deli¬ 
berations for special reasons. 

(^) (0 Jirgas are appointed by Political Agents from the 

leading men of the various tribes in their districts. Such Jirgas deal 
with cases within the district and they make recommendations according 
to the customary law of the tribes concerned. Orders on their findings are 
passed by Political Agents. 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


305 


(li) Joint These Jirgas function in the same way as District 

Jirgaa but deal with cases which occur between residents of diflEerenl 
districts. 

{iii) Inter-Provincial Jirgas. —These Jirgas deal with cases which 
occur between residents of Daluchistan and residents of the Punjab and 
the North-West Frontier Province. 

(c) {i) The Presidents of the 8hahi and other Jirgas are nominated. 
There are no special qualifications but the President of a Jirga has to see 
that cases are heard promptly ; that the proceedings are correctly drawn 
up and that the hearing is impartial. Ho must also have a thorough 
knowledge of customary law and of jirga procedure. For these reasons 
nomination is necessary. 

(ii) Government do not see any reason to make a change, for which 
there has been no demand, in the existing system. 

Alleged Monopoly op Non-Sindhis in the Karachi General Post Office. 

11T). -Sir Ghvlam Hussain Hidayatallah : Will Go\criuncnt be 
pleased to state : 

(rt) whether their attention has been draw^ii to an article, with t!ie 
heading Monopoly of Non-ScindhLs in the Karachi General 
Post (iffiee appearing in the Dwihj Alwahid, in its issue 
of the 14th March, 1935 ; 

(b) if so, what action they have taken or propose to take in the 
matter ; and 

(e) if not, whether Government propose to make any enquiry or to 
take any action in regard to the subject matter of the 
article T 

The Honourable Mr. D. O. Mitchell : The attention of the Honour¬ 
able Member is drawn to the reply given by Mr. Bewoor on :he 9th 
April, 1935, to his identical starred question No. 1680. 

Distinction in thk Payment of Railway Fake by an Indian Major and 

A British Captain. 

110. '-'Mr. V. V. Gili : (a) Are Government aware that a Junior 
Indian Major (I.M.S.) drawing less pay than a Senior British Captain 
(r.M.S.) has to travel first class on payment of full first class fare, whereas 
the latter though drawing more pay (including overseas pay) travels 
first class on payment of only second class fare 1 

(h) If the reply to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Governmcmt 
please state the reasons for this distinction ? 

(c) Are Government prepared to allow the above concession on 
salary basis rather than on rank 1 If not, why not f 

Mr. G. B. F. Tottenluuii: (a) and (b). The answer to part (a) is 
in the affirmative hut the reason has nothing to do with either the pay 
or the nationality of the officer. The concession of Iravolliug first class 
at second class rates is given to all Captains and Subalterns whether 
British or Indian, but not to Majors, either Indian or British. 
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(c) No, Sir. 1 imagine a concession of this kind based on salary 
would be exceedingly difficult to work. 

Pandit T.stki«bni|i Kanta Maitra : May I know from the Honourable 
Member if there is any rule in the Military Department which permits 
Captains to travel in higher class compartments than those for which 
fares are paid 1 Are they permitted to travel in first class though they 
pay fares for second class t If so, may I know the grounds for this 
concession ? 

Mr, O. B. F. Tottenham : The Military Departmejit see no reason 
to depart from the present practice by which the concession of travelling 
first class at second class rates is confined to the junior ranks, that is, 
Captains and Subalterns. They see no reason to alter that practice. 

Recommendations op the Hides Cess Committee. 

117. *Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi: (•/) Will (lovernrnent be 
pleased to state the expenditure incurred on the Hides Cess Comniiitce 
appointed in 1929 ? 

(h) Wbat uere. in brief, the main rceouimendations of that Com¬ 
mittee y 

(c) Ilow far have tho.se recoinmendation.s been adopted by Govern¬ 
ment t 

(d) If no action has been taken, what unforeseen reasons have been, 
responsible for it ? 

(e) Do Government now contemplate taking any steps in pursuance 
of those recommendations and, if so, when f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; (a) The actual 
expenditure incurred on the Hides Cess Enquiry Committee was 
Rs. 46,426. 

(b) The Honourable Member is i-eferred to Cliapter XI of the Report 
of the Hides Cess Enquiry Committee, a copy of which is in the Library. 

(c) , (d) and (e). I would refer the Honourable Member to Sir 
Joseph Bhore’s speech in this House on the Finance Bill of 1934 as printed 
on pages 2632-2634 of the Legislative Assembly Debates, dated the 22'nd 
March, 1934. The imposition of a suitable cess on the exports of hides 
and skins from India is a necessary precedent to the adoption of the other 
recommendations of the Hides Cess Enquiry Committee and in the present 
depressed condition of the export trade it is felt that any action which 
may tend to raise the prices of Indian hides and skins in the export 
markets and so place them in an unfavourable position vis-a-vis their 
competitors would be injurious to the industry itself. 

Position of Indians in Zanzibar. 

118. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to slate : 

(o) whether it is a fact that the Colonial Secretary has definitely 
turned down the representation of the Government of India 
on the position of Indiana in Zanzibar ; 
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(b) what is the actual position to-day ; 

(c) whether Government will take any action to vindicate the posi¬ 

tion of Indians in Zanzibar ; and 

(d) if so, when, and what those steps are t 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) No. 

(h) to (d). The f^eneral question is still the subject of discussion 
between the Secretary of State for India and the Secretary of State for* 
the Colonics. Meanwhile, I am authorised to annou:)ce lhat if any specific 
cases of hardship allegecl to have resulted from application of the new 
arranf?ernent are brouj^ht locally to the notice of the Government of 
Zanzibar, they will be most carefully investigated by that Government 
and, if necessary, brought to the notice of the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With reference to the answer to clause (a) of 
the question, may I know. Sir, whether the Government reported to the 
Emigration Committee, at the meeting held earlier in ihe year, that 
the eVdonial Secretary had turned down the representation of the 
Govei*nmeuit of India ? 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : The proceedings of the Standing Emi- 
grati(»n C<unmittee are confidential, and I cannot disclose what trans¬ 
pired in those meetings without the approval of the Committee itself,, 
but I think 1 can tell my friend that what was reported to the Committee 
was merely an intermediate stage of the negotiations. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : The Standing Emigration Committee is a 
Committee of this House, and is there any rule or conveiirion that things 
which lake place there cannot be disclosed or told in the House ? What 
is this (’ommittee for ? I want a ruling from you. Sir. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : That rule 
applies to Select Committees. 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai ; The position is that, so far the Standing 
Emigration Committee has always been consulted as to whether questions 
which are discussed there should be made public or not. The particular 
point as to Mdiether information should be conveyed to tlie House or not 
has not been considered before, and if you. Sir, wish me to explain to 
the House what happened in that Committee, I am prepared to do so. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Yes, I want that information. 

Several Honourable Members : We all want that information. 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : I have already conveyed that informa¬ 
tion to my ITononrable friend without going into details. I said what 
was reported to the Committee was an intermediate stage of the negotia¬ 
tions. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know, therefore, whether this representa¬ 
tion WHS turned down at the intermediate stage, and, after that, the 
Government of India went with their begging bowls in their hand and' 
are now considering the whole position T 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : There is no question of a begging bowl’ 
or any other kind of eleemosynary instrument being used. The problem* 
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is really a difficult one. The suggestion that the Honourable Member is 
reierriiig to is a suggestion for a particular kind of inquiry. The 
Secretary of State for the Colonies said that he did not feel justified at 
that stage iit embarking upon an inquiry, be<cause sufficient time bad 
hoi elapsed since the passing of the legislation to enable him or the 
local authorities to say how the legislation was working. It was only 
natural in the circumstances that the Government of India should say : 
** Very well, we shall wait for a little time in order to enable you to 
gather experience of the working of the legislation, but meanwhile if 
there are any difficulties that individuals are cixperienciiig, you must 
piovide relief tor them and that relief is provided for by the state¬ 
ment which 1 have made in the latter part of my reply. 

Mr. S. Satyamnrti : In view of this courageous attitude of the 
Govenimenl. may I know what is the latest position in this matter 1 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : The lat^est position as, I understand, is 
that the general question is still the subject of discussir)n between the 
Secretary of State for India and the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

Mr. S. Satyamnrti : Are the Government of India considering the 
question of levying an embargo on the import of cloves into this (?ountry 
as a measure of retaliation ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : My Honourable friend may rest assured 
that evorythiiig connected with this question is receiving the attention 
of tlio Girv’cinment. 

Mr. S. Satyamnrti : That, Sir, is a very poor assurance in view of 
th(* fact iluit the Government of India have failed all these years to do 
anything effective. 

Mr President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim ) : The Honourable 
Member has put his question and he has got an answer. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : No, Sir ; the answer was that everything <*.on- 
nccted with this question was receiving the attention of the Government. 
I wiiTit to Know whether Government are considering this particular 
qui'stioii of j>utting an embargo on the imj^ort of cloven from Zanzibar 
hi to thj's cfoiutry. That question has not been answered. 

Mr. PresMent (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Chair 
tJiinks Die answer is in the affirmative, is it not ? 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; No, Sir ; he said that he i< considering every¬ 
thing connected with this question. I want to know particularly whether 
they are considering this question of putting an embargo on the import 
of cloves. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Honourable 
Member has already replied to his question. 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Everything connected with this question 
is being considered by the Government of India, and if my friend, 
Mr. Satyamurti, thinks that this particular question is not sufficiently 
relevant, then, in that case, he is not justified in assuming or suggest¬ 
ing. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The point is 
whether the, question of the import of cloves is being considered, or not. 
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Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : Everything connected with this question 
is under consideration. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim) : Does the 
Iloiiouruble Member mean that it is under consideration 7 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Sir, you cannot give an answer for the Gov¬ 
ernment. Tliey must give the answer. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Honourable 
Member has s/iid that he is considering everything including this. That 
is how the Chair understands his answer. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : He has not stated so. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I know whether the Government of India are 
aware that a company is being formed in London for dealing in cloves t 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : I do not know whether that actually 
arises out of this question, but the Government of India have no infor¬ 
mation on that subject. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask if the Government of India will make 
inquiries ? 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : If my friend will be good enough to 
disclose to me the source of his information and if it is of sufficient 
importance to justify an inquiry being made, the Government of India 
will certainly make an inquiry. 

Mr. B. Das : With reference to the reply to the last part of the 
question, will the Honourable Member kindly tell me if the Government 
of India liavc brought to the notice of the Colonial Minister any special 
eases of difficulties of Zanzibar merchants ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : We may be making inquiries from the 
Imperial Oirjzeiiship Association of Bombay, but if my friend had listened 
to my answer, he would have gathered that it is open to individuals in 
Zanzibar, if they so wished, to make representations direct to the Gov¬ 
ernment of Zanzibar. 

Mr. B. Das : Direct to the Government of Zanzibar T 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Yes. 

Mr. B. Das : And not to the Government of India f 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : It is open to them to report to the Gov¬ 
ernment of India and suggest to them that they should take action, but 
if they think that this is likely to be a dilatory process^ it is open to 
them to make representations direct to the Government of Zanzibar. 

Mr. B. Das : Will the Government of Zanzibar forward these repre¬ 
sentations to the Colonial Secretary in London 1 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : He has been definitely asked to forward 
important cases to the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

Seth Govind Das : Who is to decide whether these individqal case^ 
are important or not 1 

Sir Girja Sha nkar Bajpai : There is nothing to prevent the indivi¬ 
duals eonoerned representing to the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
lil73LAD a 
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if the local authorities, by any chance, consider an important case to be 
unimportant. 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : Did the Government of India receive any 
rcpresonlation from Indians in Zanzibar to take retaliatoiy measures 1 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : The Government of India have received 
representation from the Indian National Association in Zanzibar to take 
retaliatory action. They have also seen reports of Rc,solutions on the 
subject in the press. 


Inclusion of Provisions for a Statutory Railway Authority in the 

Government of India Act. 

119. ’*''Mr. S. Satyamurti : (a) Will Governnunit be pleased i(» slate 
whether the Government of India, in their despatch on this subject, asked 
the Secretary of State for provisions for a Statutory Railway Authority to 
be included in the Government of India Act ? 

(6) Will they be pleased to lay their correspondence with the Secre¬ 
tary of State on the table f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Governmciit are 
not prepared to disclose the nature of their confidential communications 
with tlie Secretary of State, and, in this connection, I may draw the 
Honourable Member’s attention to the supplementary questions i)Ut by 
him to qiit^slIoE No. 21 on the 6th February, 1935, to Sir Joseph Bhore 
and the replies thereto. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know if the Government of India con¬ 
template introducing any further legislation on this matter, and, if so, 
when ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad 2^rullah Khan : I believe the 
Honourable Member has already put down a question to that effect. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : Is it to be held secret from p<^ople 
who make the contribution ? (After a pause.) No answer f 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Honourable 
Member has said that it is a confidential communication and he cannot 
disclose it. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : Confidential from those who contri¬ 
bute funds 1 

BSr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Yes, apparently. 

Outlay on the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research. 

120. •Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state 
the total outlay on the Imperial Agricultural Research Council since it 
was set up, and the results achieved so far ? 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : A statement is laid on the table. Parti¬ 
culars of the research schemes and of the progress made are published 
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in the annua] reports of the Council, copies of which are a<railable in the 
Library of tho House. 


iStatbment. 


Actuals 

1929-30. 

Actuals 

1930-31. 

1 1 
t 

Actuals 
1931-32. { 

1 

Actuals 

1932-33. 

Actuals 

1933-34. 

Actuals 

1934-35. 

Budget 

Estimate 

1936-30. 

Bs. 

I 

Rs. 

j 

! 

R.. 1 

1 1 

Hs. 

i 

Rs. 

i 

Rs. 

Rs. 

1,46,181 

6,91,355 ! 

i 

1 6.91,061 i 

i 

8,60,739 

i 

1 12,05,762 

i 

1 

1 

1 14,61,947 

1 

1 

22,49,100 


Prof. N. O. Ranga ; Are the results of the investigations being made 
by the Council into the cost of cultivation of certain crops nov/ avail¬ 
able 1 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : I should like to have notice of that 
question. I could not say whether the results are available or not. 

Prof. N. O. Ranga : Are the agricultural interests represented on the 
Imperial Council t 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : This question relates to the amounts of 
grants made by the Governor General in Council and the activities of 
the Council ; it does not relate to the constitution of the Council. 

Reduction in India’s Contribution to the League of Nations. 

121. *Mr. S, Satyamurti ; (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
what reduction they have been able to secure in India’s contribution to 
the League of Nations 1 

(b) Are Government aware of any reasons why India should con¬ 
tribute more than any of the self-governing Dominions ? 

(c) What is the indirect return to this country in the form of 
salaries of Indian employees of the League per year ? 

(d) What steps are Government taking to get India’s contribution 
reduced and to get the employment of Indians in the League organization 
increased T 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : (a) India’s contribution for 
1935 has been reduced by one unit as the result of the distribution among 
existing Members of units allotted to Russia on her entering the League. 

(b) Government see no reason to suppose that the comparative 
assessments of India and the Dominions indicate any failure properly to 
apply the principles on which the existing assessment is based, for those 
principles recognise population as one of the factors to be taken into 
account. 

(o) The aggregate amount of the salaries of the Indian employees 
of the League in 1934 appears to have been one hundred and thirteen 
thousand, three hundred Swiss Francs. 

L173LAD c2 
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(d) As rej?ards the first part of the question, I would refer the 
Tloiiourablc Member to i)art (h) of my reply to question No. 590, asked by 
Lala lianieshwar Prasad Bapla, the l,4 tb August, 1934. The matter 
is now under consideration in connection with the forthcoming prepari- 
tion of a revised scale of allocation. 

As regards the second part of the question, for the reasons explained 
ill my ref)ly to part fr) of question No. 500, asked by Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad, 
on the 9th August, 1934, no means exist of securing an early material 
increase in the number of Indians employed in the League's organisations, 
but I may mention that certain informal representations on the subject 
have recently been addressed to tlie Secretary Genei’a! and have elicited 
a sympathetic reply. I take the opportunity of laying on the table a 
statement showing the number of officers employed in the League Secre¬ 
tariat and the International Labour Office on a minimum salary of not 
less than 12,000 Swiss Francs per annum, from which the Honourable 
Member wWl <^bserve that, leaving out of account Great Britain, France, 
Italy and Switzerland, the scale of whose representation is necessarily 
influenced by geographical and linguistic considerations, the number of 
Indian (unployees compares by no means unfavourably with the number 
of nationals of other States Members. 


SiaUment shotriny the number of ojficfrfi employed in the Letujut Secretariat and in the International 
lAibrnr Office whose minimum salary is not less than !2,000 Siriss Francs per annum. 


Nationality. 

Secre¬ 

tarial. 

! 

Uemarks. ; 

1 

1. L. 0. 

Rem arks. 

Total (exclu¬ 
sive of 
InkTpretf-rs, 
Translators, 
&c.). 

Britiflh 

47 

21 Interpreters, * 
translators, i 

39 

14 Interpreters, 
translators, Ae. 

51 

French 


16 Do. .. i 

41 

7 Do. .. 

49 

Russia 



1 

1 do. 

. • 

Germany .. 

0 

1 

i 

11 

6 do. .. 

11 

Italy 

1.3 

1 

i 

8 

2 do. .. 

19 

India 

3 

1 

3 


fi 

China 

2 

1 

! 



2 

Spain 

3 

1 1 

' * ’ 1 

2 

1 do. .. 

4 

Canada 

3 

i 1 

1 ■■ 1 

3 i 

1 do. .. 

5 

Poland 

* 6 

1 

2 

1 do. .. 

7 

Argentine 



.. 


.. 

Czechoslovakia 

4 

i 

1 

,. 

5 

Australia .. 

3 


1 

i 

4 

Holland .. 

* 1 

•• i 

3 

•• 

8 

i 
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Nationality. 

Secre¬ 

tariat. 

Remarks. 

I. L.O. 

i 

1 Remarks. 

Total (exclu¬ 
sive of 
Interpreters, 
Translators, 
&c.). 

Koumania.. 

1 


1 


2 

Belgium .. 

o 

•• 

3 

1 Interpreters, 
translators, etc. 

7 

Sweden 

3 


2 


a 

Switzerland 

10 

1 Interpreters, 
translators, etc. 

10 

7 lnt(‘rpreter, 
translators, etc. 

21 

South Africa 

1 


1 

1 Do 

1 

Japan 

4 


3 

1 Do. .. 

6 

Mexico 





•• 

Denmark .. 

3 

.. 

2 


5 

Finland 

1 

.. 

1 



Ireland 

■ 

.. 

3 


4 

New Zealand 

2 


1 


3 

Turkey .. 

1 

•• 




Chile 

1 

i 

i 


1 

1 

Norway 

3 

1 

1 1 

i 

1 ’* ' 

1 

4 

Peru 


i 

1 



Hungary 

2 

! 

1 ! 
1 2 ■ 

1 

1 Interpreters, j 
translators, etc.! 

3 

1 

Austria 

4 


2 j 

1 

6 

Greece 

2 


.. • 

1 


2 

Siam 

1 

1 

' i 

1 


1 

Portugal .. 

1 

•• 

1 

1 Interpreters, 
translators, etc. 

i 

Cuba 


Interpreters and 

1 translators. 


Interpreters and 
! translators. 

•• 

Bulgaria .. 

1 

1 

1 

1 Do. .. 

1 

Persia 

! 1 


1 


2 

Columbia .. 

i 


.. 


1 

tJruguay .. 

2 

.. 

•• 


2 

Venezilela 

1 

. • 


1 

' 1 

Lithuania 

1 

.. 

1 

1 


2 

Bolivia 

. * 

.. 



.. 

Latvia 

1 

•• 

I 

1 

1 













su 


LHGISLATIVB ASSBMBLY. 


[4th Sbp. 1936. 


Nationality. 

Secre¬ 

tariat. 

Remarks. 

I. L. 0. 

Remarks. 

Total (exclu¬ 
sive of 
Interpreters, 
Translators, 
eto.). 

Estonia 

1 




1 

Iraq 


.. 



.. 

Abyssinia .. 

1 

•• 

• 

i 


Afghanistan 

! 

.. 


Albania 

1 

.. 

1 

Dominican Ucpulilio 

. . 

1 


Guatemala 

.. 

1 

' 


Haiti 

; 

, 


Honduras 

: 

1 

,. 

Salvador 

’ 

’ 

i 


Liberia 

1 


,, 

Luxemburg 

1 

2 

1 

1 

* • 

1 

Nicaragua 

1 

• • . . 1 

; 1 

1 

.. 

Panama 

1 

. . 


1 

Paragua 


.. 

j 

,, 

America 


,, 

. 

.. 

5 


BIr. S. Satyamurti : With reference to the Honourable Member’s 
answer to clause (a) of the question, may I know what is the percentage 
of reduction t 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Do I understand that my 
Honourable friend wants to know what that is in rupees, annas and 
pies ? 

Mr. S. Satyamuiti : 1 want the percentage. Percentage should be 
the same for all coins. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : The position is this if I may 
just explain. This time there are 951 unihs, and a unit is also not a 
fixed quantity, because 951 units reprwent the whole amount budgeted, 
which may vary from time to lime. But, roughly speaking, one unit is 
in this case Bs. 25,000. 

Mr. Satyamurti : May I know, with regard to the answer to clause 
(6) of the question, apart from population, whether there is any other 
reason why we should contribute more than Canada, Australia nr South 
Africa 1 
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The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : i find various items are taken 
into consideration. Speaking from memory, apart from population, other 
items like the number of labourers, the niunber of schools and other edu¬ 
cational institutions, and various other factors are taken into consideration. 
I cannot give any more definite reply to my Honourable friend than wliat 
1 have said. That is, on the working of these principles, they have arrived 
at their figure, and, as a result of our representation, only one unit has been 
reduced. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Has India got a free vote in the League of 
Nations ? Jn view of the fact tliat she is an appendage of Great Britain, 
should there not be at least- some monetary eoneession V 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : The question of India 
having a free vote does not arise out of this question. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : I want to know whether the L'act that India has 
no free vote is no coiisidcnalioii to be taken into account, in detennining 
the contrihiitiou to tlu‘ League of Xations 'i 

Mr. President (Tlie Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Chair 
thinks that .should be raised by a separate question. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With regard to the answer to clause (c) of the 
question, may 1 kno\/, in view of this very ‘‘ sympathetic ” reply of the 
Seer(*tary General, wliolluu' there has been any improvement in the 
numb(*r and tlie emoluments of Indian employees in the various Secre¬ 
tariats of the League ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : To my knowledge, thei’e has 
btHJii improvement iu tlie case of one, but I cannot possibly just now give 
information about every individual. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Docs tin* Honourable Alember know that, so far 
as the United Kingdom is concerned, she gets far more by way of salaries 
of her nationals employed in the League, than she contributes ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : That is conceded in the last 
part of my answer, which is thiis : 

“ lipcaving out of account Great Britain, Braiicc, Italy and Switzerland, the seale 
of whose representation is necessarily influenced V>y geographical and linguistic con- 
ai(Jerations, the number of Indian employees compares by no means unfavourably with 
the number of nationals of other {States Members,’* 

That is conceded. 

Mr. Satyamurti : Why should you leave out of account Great 
Britain or France 1 I can understand Switzerland for geographical 
treasons. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Tt is not a question of leav¬ 
ing out of account in that sense. It means that those four States have 
got more representatives proportionately than other States. 

Seth Govind Das ; Will tlm Honourable Member kindly say whether 
other countrie.^ have also reduced their contributions ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar ; I believe two or three have, 
but I have not got them .just now. 1 shall be able to inform my Honour¬ 
able friend later on if ho wants the information. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; Order, order. 
There are two short notice questions by Seth Govind Das. Seth Govind 
Das. 



SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Action taken against Nbwspai’ers under the Indian Press (Bmbhgenot 

Powers) Act, 1931. 

Seth Gkivind Das : Will Govenimeot be pleased to state : 

12 *N00N. 

{a) the number of newspapers in India which have been called 
upon to deposit securities during the year 1935 ; 

(i'l their iicimes and places of publication ; 

(f) the number of papers that have deposited the umounta 

demanded, 

(i) their names ; 

(n) the amounts so deposited ; and 

{in) the total amount of deposits so received towards securities, 
(df) the particular reasons for which eacli newspaper was called 
> upon to deposit securities ; 

(a) the number of newspapers that failed to deposit the securities 
so demanded and went out of [)ubli(?ation ; 

(/) the names of sueli newspapei’S ; 

{g) the total number of newspapers that have been asked to deposit 
securities only for the refison that tliey published articles on 
the Quetta earthquake ; 

(A) the number of newspapers that ran out of running afs a result 
of tlieir failure to deposit thu security sums »*e(iuii*ed of 
them ; and 

(i) the particular offence in each case of publishing an article on 
the Quetta earthquake ? 

Action takfn against N'kwspapers under the Indian J^ibss (Bmerghnct 

Powers) Act, 1931. 

Seth Govind Das : Will Government be pleased to state ; 

(а) tlie number of newspapeils that have been asked to deposit 

securities since Press Ordinance, 1930 ; 

(б) Ibe amounts that have be jn a.skcd oi* ea^'h iicwspaptT ; 

(c) the reasons for wliicli each newspaper had been so called upon 

tf. de])0.si1 the seeiiriti^'s ; 

(d) the amount of security and total in each case ; 

(e) the numlx^r of newspapers that failed to deposit Ksecurities ; 

(/) the total number of forfeitures of deposits ; 

(g) the total amount so forfeited ; 

(A) the names of the new\spapers that forfeited deposits and the 
amounts so forfeited ; 

(0 the number of newspapers that failed to deposit ilic requisite 
securities ; and 

(j) tlie names and number of such newspapers that went out of 
running as a seqiicne^* of the failure referred to in part (t) 1 

( 316 ) 
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The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : With your permission, Sir, I 
propose to answer both Seth Govind Das’ short notice questions regarding 
action taken against newspapers under the Indian Press (Emergency 
Powers) Act, 1931, together. I lay on the table five stateiiients giving 
the informuiion so far as it is available. 


STATEMENT NO. T. 

StaUnuntshowingtheaetiontaken(igainstnewspapersin India umhr the Indian Prese(Kmergtni 
Powere) Act, 193U during the year 193 i. 


Serial 

Ko. 

Name of newspaper, with place 
of publication. 

Amount 

of 

security 

demanded. 

Whether security depo¬ 
sited f)r newspaper 
closed down on failure to 
deposit security. 

Remarks. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 


Madras. 

Rs. 



1 

Pahuttariyu, Erode .. 

1,000 

Deposited. 


2 

Truth, Madras 

.300 

Not deposited. 

Declaration became void. 


3 

Azad-i-Hind 

•• 

Not deposited. 

Paper ceased publication. 


4 

Prabha, Yellamarru, Gudivada 

2,000 



5 

Kistna Patrika, Masulipatam .. 

2,000 

.... 


6 

Prabatham, Shoranur, Malabar 
District. 

2,000 



7 

Trilinga, Madras 

1,500 

— 


8 

Dhinamani, Madras .. 

2,000 

1 


9 

• 1 
Prabhat, Mangalore .. 

.!,00i) 




Bombay. 




10 

Western Racing Journal, Bom. | 
bay. 

1,(H»0 

Xt)t deposited. 

Paper not started. 


11 

Kamshastra, Bombay 

1,000 

Not deposited. 

Paper not started. 


12 

Cinema Jagat, Bombay 

1,000 

Not deposited. 

Paper not started. 


18 

Daily Aftab, Bombay 

1,000 

Not deposited. 

Paper not started. 


14 

Bombay Standard, Bombay .. 

(i) 1,000 
(u) 3,000 

(i) Deposited 
(ft) Not deposited. 

Forfeitid 

15 

Hilal, Bombay 

3,000 

Not deposited. 

Pajper ceased publication. 

1 

1 
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Serial 

No. 

Name of newspaper, with place 
of publication. 

Amount 

of 

security 

demand^. 

Whether security depo¬ 
sited or newspaper 
closed down on failure to 
deposit security. 

Remarks. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 


Bombay— cotM. 

Rb. 



16 

Azad, Bombay 

3,000 

Not deposited. 

Paper ceased publication. 


17 

Raiishni, Bombay 

1,000 

.... 


18 

People, Bombay 

1,000 

Deposited. 


19 

Nav-Saiirashtra, Abmcdabad .. 

2,000 

Not deposited. 


20 

Khotiwadi 

500 

Deposited. 


21 

Mahetaji, Ahniodabad 

1,000 

.... 


22 

Hind Xauchatan 

600 

.... 


23 

Maiiasi, Ahmcdabad 

1,000 

Deposited. 


24 

Rashtriya Vaiahya, Bombay .. 

2,000 

Not deposited. 


25 

Hilal-i-.Tadid-i-Ukab, Bombay 

1,000 

Deposited. 


26 

(’hand, Hyderabatl (Sind) 

500 

Not deposited. 1 

27 

Okab, Bombay 

750 

1 

Not deposited, i 

28 

Pramod, Bombay .. .. i 

1 1,000 

Deposited. | 

29 

Janamabhutiii Mudranalaya, 
Bombay. 

1,000 

Deposited. 


30 

Gaddha, Bombay .. 

1,000 

.... 


31 

Nav Shakti, Bumbav 

3,000 

Not deposited. 


32 

Haslitrateja, Kolaba 

1,000 

Not deposited. 


33 

Khilafat, Daily (or Rozniiia 
•o.Khilafat). Bombay'. 

1,500 

Deposited. 


34 

Bokn.satta, Nasik 

1,000 

Deposited. 


35 

Ittehad, Bombay 

1,000 

Not deposited. 


36 

Nav Bhnrat, Bombay 

1,000 

Not deposited. 


37 

Roshni, Ahiuedabad 

3,000 

.... 


38 

Siyaaat, Hyderabad (Sind) 

1,000 1 

.... 


39 

Saptahik Sakai, Poona 

1,000 

.... 


40 

Prawasi 

3,000 

1 

.... • 
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fleriftl 

No. 

Name of newspaper, with place 
of publication. 

Amount 

of 

security 

demanded. 

Whether security depo* 
sited or newspaper 
closed down on failure to 
deposit security. 

Remarks. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 


Bbkoal. 

Ri. 



41 

Bando Matram, Calcutta 

3,000 

.... 


42 

Mazdur I)unia 

1,000 

.... 


43 

Khadiin 

1,000 



44 

1 Kliadirii Quadiin, (^ak-utta 

1,000 




1 

j I’nITED PROVlNrES. 




45 

Vijai, Agra 

500 

Not deposited. 

Paper tjcasod publication. 


40 

Ahrar, Agra 

1,000 

Not deposited. 

Pa])or ceased publication. 


47 

Vikas. Saliaranpur 

1,(K)0 




PUBJAR. 




48 

Alankar, Lahore 

1,000 

Not deposited. 

Papier ceased publication. 


49 

Balidan, Lahore 

1,000 

Not deposited. 

Paper ceased publication. 


50 

Student Outlook, Lahore 

1,000 

Not deposited. 

Paper not published. 


51 

Oastan, Lahore 

500 

Not deposited. 

Paj>er not published. 


52 

Yasrab, Lahore 

500 

Not deposited. 

Paper not publisheil. 


53 

Pratap, Lahore 

3,000 

Deposited. 


54 

State RepresentatiTe, Lahore .. 

1,000 

Not deposited. 

Paper not published. 


55 

Matwala, Lahore 

200 

Deposited. 


56 

Mushkal Kusha, Qadian 

250 

Deposited 

Forfeited. 

57 

Shujaat, Lahore 

1,000 

.... 


58 

Mohsin, Multan 

2,000 

Not deposited. 


50 

Jiwan, Multan 

2,000 

Not deposited. 
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Serial 

No. 

Name of newspaper, with place 
of publication. 

Amount 

of 

security 

demanded. 

Whether security dex>o- 
sited or newspaper 
closed down on failure to 
deposit security. 

Remarks. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

i 

Burma. 

Rs. 



60 

New Light of Burma.. 

1,500 

DeposittMl. 

1 

61 

Bandoola .. 

600 

.... 


62 

Whip 

3.000 

Not deposited. 


63 

Azad, Burma, Rangoon 

600 

.... 



Bihar and Orissa. 




64 

1 

Jamhoor, Patna 

2,000 

Not deposited. 

Paper ceased publication. | 



Delhi, 




66 

Zaban-i-Khanjar, Delhi 

600 



66 

Daily Tej, Delhi 

(♦) 1,000* 
(ii) 3,000 

Deposited 

Deposited. 

*Forleitcl. 

67 

Qaumi Gazette, Delhi 

1,000 

Not deposited. 

Paper ceased publication. 


68 

Arjun, Delhi 

(i) 2,000* 
(it) 6,000 

(i) Deposited 
(it) Deposited. 

*Forfeited. 

69 

Dindar, Delhi 

1,000 

Not deposited. 


70 

National Gazette, Delhi 

LOGO 

.... 


71 

Kainat, Delhi .. .. [ 

600 

.... 


72 

Taj, Delhi .. 

1,000 

.... 



Note— (t) The total amount of securities deposited is Hs. 25^950. 

(h) Information as to the reasons for which each newspaper was called upon to deposit 
security is not available. 

(til) Cases in which demands for security were made on account of the publication ef 
articles on the Quetta earthquake relief are included in the statement. 
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STATEMENT No. II. 

StaUmtnt showing action taken against newspapers under the Indian Press {Emergency Pouitrs) 
A ct, 1931, for publication of articles on the Quetta Earthquake Relief, 


Serial 

No. 


Name of newspaper, with place of publi¬ 
cation. 


Reasons for action taken. 


1 Kistna Patrika, Masulipatam .. 

2 Trilinga, Madras 

8 Dhinamani, Madras .. 


> Article not known. 


4 


Prabhat, Mangalore 


5 


* t Press Journal, Bombay 


I 

6 K hilafat Daily (or R oznama-e-Khilafat), 

Bombay. 

7 ♦ Bombay Standard, Bombay 

8 Siyasat, Hyderabad (Sind) 


9 

10 

11 

12 

13 


Khadim Quadim, Calcutta 
* Medina, Bijnor 

Vikas, Saharanpur .. 

Shujaat, Lahore 

Daily Tej, Delhi 


14 Delhi 

15 * Arjun, Delhi 


For publication of articles headed “Lives 
can oven now be saved” and “Anoma¬ 
lies of Qu(‘tta Relief” published in the 
isbues of the 7th and 9th Juno, 1935, 
r(‘8pcctivcly. 

For publication of an article headed “ Bri- 
>)ory” in the issue, dated the 7th 
June, 1935. 

For publication of an article headed “ Quake 
Relief and Quack Remedies” in the 
issue of the 16th .June, 1935. 

For publication of an article headed 
“Viceroy’s Utterances” containing 
inter alia a reference to relief measures 
at Quetta in the issue, dated the 15th 
.July, 19.3.5. 

For ])ublication of an article on the Quetta 
Earthquake relief in the issue of the 
2.3rd .June, 1935. 

For publication of an article headed 
“The great duty; the cry of pain and 
the note of sympathy” in the issue, 
dated the 21st .Juno, 1935. 

For publication of an article headed 
“ Horripilating stories of the atrocities 
of the military” in the issue of the 
16th .lunc, 19.35. 

For publication of an objectionable article 
which tried to bring into disrepute the 
British soldiers employed in the relief 
work at Quetta. 

For publication of articles headed “ The 
distressed Indians and Europeans de¬ 
plorable discrimination ” and “ The 
Cong ess and tho Quetta Relief, the 
Government should realise their respon¬ 
sibility ” in tho issues dated the 12th 
and 14th June, 1935, respectively. 

For publication of an article headed “ Piles 
of dead bodies are being burnt with 
petrol ’* in the issue of tho 11th June, 
1935. 

For publication of articles on the Quetta 
Earthquake relief in the issues of ths 
4th, 6th, 13th and 14th June, 1935. 


* In the case of these newspapers security was forfeited, not demanded, 

t Ceased publication 
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STATEMENT No. IIL 

StoHmini showing the number and names of newspa^s that have been ashed to deposit seeuritieet 
together with the amount of securities, since the Press Ordinance, 1930. 


Serial 

Ko. 

Name of paper. 



Amount of 
security and 
total in each 
ease. 

Remarks* 

1 

2 



3 

4 


Madbas. 



Rs. 


1 

Citizen of India, Madras 

•• 

•• 

260 


2 

Qandhi, Madras (Tri-wcekly) 

.. ^ 

ri,ooo\ 

500/ 

1,500 


3 

India, Madras 

.. 


1,000 


4 

5 

Indian Express, Madras 

Jaya Bharati, Madras 

■;{ 

1,0001 
500 y 
3,000j 

4,500 

500 


6 

Kudi Arasu, Erode 



1,000 


7 

Manikkodi, Madras 



250 


8 

Mathrubhumi, Caliout 



1,000 


9 

Oplian, Karaikudi 



1,000 


10 

Rajakula Dipikai .. 



500 

t 

11 

Sunday News, Bezwada 



1,000 

1 

t 

12 

Sutandira Sangu, Madras .. 



500 


13 

Tbennindia, Madras 



500 


14 

Vasanta Vikatan, Madura .. 



100 


15 

Vedi Gundu, Madura 



100 


16 

Pahuttariyu, Erode 



1,000 


17 

Prabhu, Yellamarru, Gudivada 



2,000 


18 

Kistna Patrika, Masulipatam 



2,000 


19 

Prabatbam, Sboranur, Malabar Distt. 



2,000 


20 

Trilinga, Madras .. 



1,500 


21 

Dbinamani, Madras 



2,000 


22 

Prabbat, Mangalore 



2,000 



Bombat. 





23 

Gujarat Samaobar, Abmedabad 

• • 


oOf) 

j 
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Namo of paper. 

2 

Bombay— 

24 Mahratia, Poona .. 

25 Free Press Journal, Bombay 

26 Bhav^^a Bharat and Rajasthan, Ahmodabad 

27 Samyukta Karnatak, Belgaum 

28 Rajhansa, Dharwar 

29 Chitramaya Jagat, Poona .. 

30 Bombay Chronicle, Bombay 

31 Naya Bharat, Bombay 

32 Jay Swadeshi, Ahmedabad 

33 Balwant, Ratnagiri 

34 Kumar, Ahmedabad 

35 Sansar Samachar, Karachi .. 

30 Piyush Patrika, Nadiad 

37 Morning Post of India, Karachi 
88 Major Sandesh 

39 Loka Dharma, Kaira 

40 Partap, Hyderabad 

41 Navakal, Bombay 

42 Prabhat, Surat 

43 Jaya Swadeshi, Ahmedabad 

44 Prabhat, Bombay 

45 Nay Shakti, Bombay . • 

46 Raushni, Ahmedabad 


Serial 

No. 

1 


^ 1 , 000 * 
1,000 
{ 2,000 
2,000 
3,000 

" 3,000 
3,000 
J 3,(K)0 
6,000 
10,000 
6,000 


Amount of 

security and Remarks* 
total in each 
case. 

3 4 

Rs. 

9,000 


31,000 j 

300 
750 


101 

2,000 

2,000 

1,000 

500 

1,000 

2,000 

500 

500 

500 

500 

300 

1,000 

8,000 

300 

500 

1,000 

3,000 

3,500 


1 
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Serial 

No. 

i 

j Name of paper. 

i 

Amount of 
security and 
total in each 
case. 

Remarks. 

1 

2 

3 

4 


Bombay— contd* 

Rs. 


47 

I Sind Hindu, Hyderabad 

500 


48 

The Sun, Bombay 

1,000 


49 

Praja Bandhu, Ahmedabad 

1,000 


50 

Arogya Barpan, Ahmedabad 

500 


51 

Tarun Karnatak, Hubli, Bharwar 

600 


52 

Janmabhumi, Bombay 

1,000 


53 

Illustrated Weekly, Shetkari, Naaik .. 

100 


54 

55 

r 1,000"! 

Hilal, Bombay .. •. .. .. < V 

L hoooj 

Lokwani, Surat 

2,000 

100 


56 

Daily Sun, Bombay 

1,000 


57 

58 

f 8,000"! 

Bombay Standard .. .. .. *{ > 

1^ l,000j 

Bauflhni, Bombay 

4,000 

1,000 


«9 

People, Bombay .. 

1,000 


60 

Nav-Saurashtra, Ahmedabad 

2,000 


61 

Khetwadi 

500 


62 

Mahetaji, Ahmedabad 

1,000 


63 

Hind Nauchatan .. 

500 


64 

Manasi, Ahmedabad 

1,000 

- 

65 

BashtriyaVaishya, Bombay 

2,000 


66 

Hial-i-Jadid-b Ukab 

1,000 


67 

Chand, Hyderabad (Sind) .. 

500 


68 

Okab, Bombay 

750 


69 

Pramod, Bombay .. 

1,000 


70 

Qaddha, Bombay .. 

1,000 


71 

Rashtrateja, Kolaba 

1,000 


72 

Khilafat Baily or Roznama-e-Khilafat, Bombay , 

1,500 


73 

Lokasatta,Nasik .. .. .. , .. 

1,000 
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Amount of 

Serial 

Name of paper. 



security and 

No. 



total in each 





case. 

1 

2 



3 


Bombay— eontd. 



Bs. 

74 

Ittehad, Bombay .. 

• • 

• • 

1,000 

76 

Siyasat, Hyderabad (Sind) .. 

• • 

•• 

1,000 

76 

Saptahik Sakai, Poona 

•• 

•• 

1,000 

77 

Prawasi 

.. 

• • 

3,000 


Bengal. 


f 8,0001 


78 

The Liberty 

• • ^ 

[ 3,000J 

6,000 

79 

The Nayak 


r soo") 

> 

1,600 


1 

l.OOOJ 


80 

The Lokmanya 

•• 

•• 

1,000 

81 

The Bihareo 


• • 

600 

82 

TheJamhoor 

• • 

• • 

600 



1 

C 1,0001 


83 

The Anand Bazar Partika .. 


L 2 , 000 J 

3,000 

84 

The Amrita Bazar Patrika, Calcutta .. 

.. 

.. 

3,000 




[■ cool 


86 

The Dainik Basumati 


L 3 , 000 / 

3,600 




(■ 1,0001 


86 

The Viswamitra .. 

A 

^ 1 , 500 / 

2,600 

87 

The Jayasree, Dacca 



300 

88 

TheHarijan .. .. 



600 

89 

Advance 



2,000 

90 

Commercial India .. 

• « 


600 

91 

Pravartak .. .. •• 

e • 


600 

92 

Hind-e-Jadid 

• • 


600 

93 

AsriJadid 



600 

94 

Free India 



600 

96 

Kashatriya Sansar 



600 


L173LAD 


D 
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Name of paper. 

2 

BENaAir-H;on/<2. 

96 Bande Matram, Calcutta 

97 Mazdur Dunya 

98 Khadim Quadim, Calcutta .. 

United Pbovikobs. 

99 The Brahman Saraswati, Etawah 

100 The Lodhi Kshattriya, Cawnpore 

101 The Chand, Allahabad 

102 The Aj, Benares .. 

103 The Madina, Bijnor 

104 The Sainik, Agra .. 

106 Vikas, Saharanpur 

Punjab. 

106 Akali, Lahore 

107 Milap, Urdu dally, Lahore .. 

108 Inqilab, Urdu daily, Lahore 

109 Pratap, Urdu daily, I^hore 

110 Mutalaa, Urdu weekly, Ludhiana 

111 Zamindar, Urdu daily, Lahore 

112 Akali-te-Pardesi, Lahore 

113 Vir Bharat, Urdu daily, Lahore 

114 Nawan Yug, Lahore 

116 Akali Patrika, Gurmukhi daily, Lahore 


Serial 

No. 


1 



Amount of 

security and Remarks, 
total in each 
case. 

3 4 

Rs. 

3,000 
1,000 
1,000 

t 

100 
200 
600 
1,000 
2,C00 
1,600 
1,000 

600 
600 
600 

6,000 

260 

20,000 

600 
3,000 
500 

1,000 


116 


Ohandan, Lahore .. 


600 
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Serial 

No. 

Name of paper. 


• 

Amount of 
security and 
total in each 
case. 

1 

2 



3 


Punjab — conid. 



Be. 

117 

Tiryaq, Urdu daily, Lahore 

•• 

r6oo\ 

\200/ 

700 

118 

119 

Nawan Yug, Gurmukhi weekly, Lahore 
Dawn, Lahore 

•• 

/600\ 

\600/ 

1,000 

500 

120 

Azad, Urdu daily, Lahore 



200 

121 

Kirti, Gurmukhi weekly, Amritsar 

•• 


1,000 

122 

Akali Pairika, Urdu daily, Lahore 

• • 


500 

123 

Siyasat, Urdu daily, Lahore 

•• 


500 

124 

Ihsan, Urdu daily, Lahore 

•• 


500 

126 

Arya Gazette, Urdu weekly, Lahore ,. 

•• 


1,000 

126 

Rahnuma, Rawalpindi 

•• 

• • 

100 

127 

Nawan Dhandora .. 

.. 


260 

128 

Naujawan Sikh, Rawalpindi 

•• 


300 

129 

Young Punjab, Lahore 

•• 


200 

130 

Naujawan, Urdu weekly, Lahore 



500 

131 

Balidan, Hindi monthly, Lahore 



1,000 

132 

Ahrar, Urdu daily, Lahore .. 

• • 


500 

133 

Mushkal Kusha, Qadian 

• • 


250 

134 

Shujaat, Lahore .. 

• • 


1,000 

135 

Mohsin, Multan 

• • 


2,000 

136 

Jiwan, Multan 



2,000 


Bubma. 




137 

Azad, Burma 



500 

138 

139 

Bandoola 

New Light of Burma 

.. - 

r6oo\ 

\600/ 

1,000 

1,600 

140 

Whip .. . 



3,000 

141 

Azad Burma, Rangoon 

• • 

.• 

500 


Bihab and Obissa. 




142 

Searchlight 

•• 

• • 

1,600 


L173LAD 
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. 


Amount of 


Serial 

Name of paper. 


socuritv and 


No. 


total in each 

Remarks. 




ease. 


1 

2 


3 

4 


Bihab and Orissa— contd. 


Rs. 


143 

Samaj, Cuttack 


1,000 


144 

Utkal Sebak, Sambalpur 

•• 

1,000 


145 

Yogi, Patna 

•• 

500 


146 

Nava Shakti, Patna 


1,000 



Central Provinobs. 




147 

Wageshwari Magazine, Nagpur 


1,000 



North-West Frontier Province. 




148 

The Sher-i-Scirhad, Peshawar .. .. 

f 

\ 350/ 

.)00 



COORO 



149 

Kodagu 


1,000 



Delhi. 




150 

Hindustan Times 

1 

^2,oo6i 

2,500 


151 

Arjun .. .. .. .. .. ^ 

1,000 y 

^5,000J 

8,000 


152 

Weekly Sliradha Naiid 

200 


153 

Tcj .. .. .. .. ^ 

^ 1,000 \ 
^3,000/ 

4,000 


154 

National Call 


1,(K)0 


155 

Weekly Sanjaya .. 


200 


150 

Chitra Pat 


500 


157 

Chhaya .. 


500 


158 

Jaban-i-Khanjar, Delhi 

.. 

500 


159 

Dindar .. 

.. 

1,000 


160 

National Gazette, Delhi 

,, 

1,000 


161 

Kamat, Delhi 


500 


162 

Taj, Delhi 

.. 

1,000 


163 

Khadim .. 


1,000 



Ajmer- Merwara. 




164 

Muslim Rajasthan 

.. 

200 


105 

Rajasthan 

.. 

1,000 


166 

Parasar lliteshi 

.. ' 

500 


i 

Total 

.. i 

•? 52.851 1 
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STATEMENT No. IV. 

SkUmnent showing the number and names of newspe^s whose securities were forfeited, together 
with the amount of forfeited securities, since the Press Ordinance, 1930. 


Serial 

No. 

Name of Newspaper. 

Amounts of 
securities 
forfeited. 

Remailak 


Madras. 


Rs. 


1 

Gandhi, Madras (Daily) 

•• 

500 



Bombay. 




2 

Free Press Journal, Bombay .. .. 

i 

r 3,000 1 

' 5,000 1 

1 5,000 f 

.10,000 J 

23,000 


3 

Nava Kal, Bombay 

• • 

3,000 


4 

Navashakti, Bombay 

• • 

1,000 


5 

Bombay Standard.. 

• • 

1,000 



Bengal. 




6 

The Liberty 

• • 

500 


7 

The Nayak 

• • 

100 


8 

The Ananda Bazar Patrika 


1,500 


9 

The Dainik Basumati 

•• 

500 


10 

The Viswamitra .. 

{!S} 

200 


11 

Kshatriya Sansar .. 

•. 

500 



Punjab. 




12 

Ahrar, Urdu Daily, I.ahore 

•• 

500 


13 

Zamindar, Urdu Daily, Lahore .. 

r i,ooo\ 
2,000/ 

3,000 


14 

Mushkal Kusha, Qadian 

>. 

250 



United Pboyinoes. 




15 

Madina, Bijnor 

. • 

1,000 



Delhi. 




16 

Daily Tej, Delhi .. 

.. 

1,000 


17 

Arjun, Delhi 

• • 

2,000 



Total 

• • 

39,550 
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STATEMENT No. V. 


SUAmxfni aluymng the number and names of newspapers that failed to deposit the requisite securities 
and werst in cotisequence not started, ceased publication or whose declarations became nuU and 
void, since the Press Ordinance of 1930. 


Serial 

No. 

1 

Name of Paper. 

2 

Remarks. 

3 

1 

Madras. 

Adivara Patrika, Madras. 


2 

Daridra Narayana, Gudivada. 


3 

Dharama Rakshani, Bezwada. 


4 

Gandhi, Madras (Bi-weekly). 


6 

Gandhi, Madras (Daily). 


6 

Gnanathoothaii, Tutioorin. j 


7 

Ilan Tamilan, Tutioorin. { 


8 

Janavani, Madras. 1 

I 

0 

Janmabhumi, Madras. 

i 

l 

10 

Jaya Bharathi, Madras. 

1 

11 

Karnataka Kesari, Bcllary. 


12 

Khaddar, Madura. 


13 

Korada, Madras. 


14 

Labour Herald, Madras. 


15 

Mooladhanam, Tanjore. 


16 

Puratchi, Erode. 


17 

Quami Report, Madras. 


18 

Science, Madras. 


19 

Sunday Herald. 


20 

Sutandira, Sangu, Madras 

The paper failed to deposit secu¬ 

21 

Swarajyam Madras. 

rity thrice. 

22 

Swastika, Madras. 


23 

Vedi Gundu, Madura. 


24 

Yuva Deepam, Guruvayur, Malabar District. 


26 

Kathaikadal, Madras. 
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Serial 

No. 

1 

Name of Paper. 

2 

Remarks. 

3 

26 

Madras — corUd. 

liberty (English, Tamil and Telugu) 

Security was demanded in each 

27 

Truth, Madras. 

case separately, but the paper 
failed to deposit it. 

28 

Azadi-i-Hind. 



Bombay. 

, 

20 

Hutatma, Shradhanand, Bombay. 


30 

Bhil Kshtriya, Broach. 


31 

Mehsana Prant Patrika, Ahmcdabad. 


32 

Cinema, Rangbhumi, Bombay. 


33 

Mahi Kantha Vartaman, Ahmedabad. 


34 

Veer, Broach. 


36 

Hindvasi, Hyderabad 

Security was demanded twice 

36 

Free Press Journal, Bombay .. 

but the paper failed to de¬ 
posit it. 

Security demanded on 8th Feb¬ 


' 

ruary 1932 for Rs. 3,000 wat 

37 

Tarun Kaniatak. Hubli, Dharwar. 

not deposited. 

38 

Navjirun, Ahmedabad. 


39 

Pragati, Bombay. 


40 

Hindu, Hyderabad. 


41 

Week, Bombay. 


42 

Kaliyuga, Bombay. 


43 1 

Sind, Herald, Karachi. 


44 

Sarnyukta Karnatak, Belgaum 

The paper could not deposit 

45 

Indian Daily Mail, Bombay. 

security thrice. 

46 

Vartaman, Bombay. 


47 

Dil Bahar, Bombay. 


48 

Tej, Bombay. 


49 

Vijaya Danka. 


60 

Swatantiya, Nasik. 
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1 

Serial ' 

Name of Paper. 


Remarks. 

No. 




1 

■ ■ ■ i 

2 

1 


3 


Bombay— conid . 


61 Muslim Rajasthan, Bombay. 

62 Muslim Rampur (Ahmedabad). 

63 Navayuga, Hyderabad. 

54 Bene Israel Star, Bombay. 

66 Swaraj, Hyderabad. 

60 Prija, Hyderabad. 

67 Veer Rajasthan, Bombay. 

68 Hindu Jati, Karachi. 

59 Muslim Ranpur, Ahmedabad. 

60 Sudarshan, Ahmedabad. 

61 Pratap, Hyderabad ., .. ,. .. Security was demanded four 

times but the paper failed to 
deposit it. 

62 Bharmik. Nadiad. 

63 Jananu Bhumi, Karachi. 

64 Manranjan, Ahmedabad. 

65 Lohana Vijaya, Ahmedabad. 

66 Mahratta, Bombay. 

67 Kamdar, Ahmedabad. 

68 Indian Jails (or Hindi jailkhana). 

69 Udyogi Bharat, Amalner, East Khandesh. 

70 Muilis, Bombay. 

71 Prabudha Jain, Bombay. 

72 Sindwasi, Sukkur. 

73 Shaitan, Hyderabad. 

74 Moortipooja Virodhak Patrikn, Bombay. 

76 Cutchi Memon Pal Patiika, Bombay. 

76 Kamgar Bulletin, Bombay 

77 Tofan, Bombay. 

78 Swadeshi Patrika, Bombay. 
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Sorial^ 

No. 

1 

Name of Paper. 

Remarks. 

1 

2 

3 


BouAy—eotKd. 


79 

Anandi Mouj, Bombay. 


80 

New Reformer, Bombay 

Security was demanded twice. 

81 

Navashakti, Bombay 

Did not deposit one security out 
of the two. 

82 

Sphurti, Poona. 


83 

Vismi Sadi, Bombay. 


84 

Port Trust Kamgar, Bombay. 


85 

Urania, Bombay. 


86 

Insaf, Hyderabad. 


87 

Baj Khedwal, Ahmedabad. 


88 

The Sudharak, Shikarpur, Sukkur. 


89 

Phulwari, Sukkur. 


90 

Noor-iJslam, Hyderabad. 


91 

Tairan Ababil, Hyderabad. 


92 

93 

Arogya Darpan, Ahmedabad .. 

O Anglo Lusitano, Illustrated Konkani Magazine, 
Bombay. 

Did not deposit one seciiri* v 
out of the two. 

94 

A1 Baloch, Karachi. 


96 

Congress Samaebar, Bombay. 


96 

Hindu, Karachi. 


97 

Now Era, Bombay. 


98 

Baluchistan-e-Jadid, Karachi. 


99 

Virbhumi, Bombay. 


100 

Al-Harmani, Bombay. 


101 

Prem, Karachi. 


102 

Pratap, Hyderabad. 


103 

Murgh-i-Falak, Hyderabad. 


104 

Pol Prakash, Ahmedabad. 


105 

Fateh, Hyderabad. 


106 

Indian Socialist, Bombay. 




334 


UBOISLATIVB ASSBMBLY. 


[4th Sbp. 1936, 


Serial 

No. 

1 

Name of Paper. 

2 

Remarks. 

3 

107 

Bombay— cowM , 

Western Racing Journal, Bombay. 


108 

Kamshastra, Bombay. 


109 

Cinema Jagat, Bombay. 


110 

Daily Aftab, Bombay. 


111 

Hilal, Bombay. 


112 

Azad, Bombay. 


113 

Bengal. 

Hindu Punch, Calcutta. 


114 

The Hind. 


115 

The Yugasankha, Calcutta. 


110 

The Benu, Calcutta. 


117 

The Sahafat. 


118 

The Nari Gaurab. i 

I 


119 

The Swadesh, Calcutta. 


120 

The Chasimazur. 


121 

The Sarathi, Bakarganj. 


122 

The Jewan, Calcutta. 


123 

The Karkhana, Calcutta. 


124 

1 

The Har Har Mahadeo. 


125 1 

i The Al-Muslim, Calcutta. 


1 

126 

The Vihari, Calcutta. i 

1 

1 

1 

127 

The Bijoli, Calcutta. 


128 

The Sankalpa. 


129 

The Punjab. 


130 

Jangi Mazdoor. 


131 

Oana Nayak. 


132 

Marx Panthi. 

1 
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Serial 

No. 

1 

Name of Paper. 

2 

Remarks. 

3 

133 

United Fbovinoes. 

The Sahaa, Jhansi. 


134 

The Samik, Agra. 


136 

The Rangeshwar, Allahabad. 


136 

The Swadeshi, Allahabad. 


J37 

The Agarwal Sewa, Allahabad. 


)38 

The Bhainkor, Cawnpore. 


139 

The Mazdoor Sansar, Lucknow. 


140 

The Guncha-i-Itihad, Cawnpore. 


141 

The U. P. Local Bodies Magazine, Mainpnri. 


142 

The Chandrahas, Cawnpore. i 

i 

143 

The Uttar Bharat, Garhwal. 


144 

The Achhut Sewak, Cawnpore. 


146 

The Zarif, Saharanpur. | 

1 


146 

The Yuwak, Cawnpore. 


147 

The Amal, Cawnpore. 


148 

The Chitrakut Ashram, Cawnpore. 


149 

The Lai Jhanda, Cawnpore. 


150 

The Banaspati-Vigyan, Cawnpore. 


161 

The Mazdoor, Cawnpore. 


162 

The Nayak, Etawah. 


163 

The Tufan, T.ucknow. 


164 

The Swadhin Praja, Almora. 


155 

The Labour Herald, Lucknow. 


156 

The Desh Bhagat, Meerut. 


167 

The District Gazette, Azamgarh. 


158 

The Sadai Muslim, Cawnpore. 


160 

The Hind Rajasthan, Jhansi. 


160 

The A1 Na^pd, Agra. 


161 

The Sudharak, Etawah. 
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Serial 

No. 

1 

Name of Paper. 

2 

Remarks. 

3 

162 1 

Unttbd PROviNOBS--eonl<l. 

Vija, Agra. 


163 

Ahrar, Agra. 


1 

Punjab. 

i 

164 

Kirpan Bahadur, Amritsar. 


165 

Mazdur Kisan, Amritsar. 


166 

Ajit, Lahore. < 


167 

Punjab Kesari, Lahore. 


168 

Desh Sowak, Gurmukhi weekly, Jullundur. 


169 

Desh Sewak, Urdu fortnightly, Lahore. 


170 

Akali, Amritsar. 


171 

Akali'te-Panlcsi, Amritsar. 


172 

Vir Kesari, Lahore. 


173 

Vir Bharat, Urdu daily, Lahore. 


174 

Asli Qaumi J)ard, Gurmukhi daily* Amritsar. 


176 

Vir Bharat, Uitlu daily, Sialkot. 


176 

Sadaqath, Urdu weekly, Lahroe. 


177 

Baler, Urdu Wec'kly, Montgomery. 


178 

Sadu Samaehar, Amritsar. i 


179 

Dcsh Bandhu, Lahore. 


180 

Mehnat Kash, Urdu, Lahore. 

1 

181 

1 

Mehnat Kasli, Gurmukhi, Lahore. 

1 

182 

Danda Pir, Amritsar. 


183 

Ajit, Amritsar. 


184 

Sadh Samaehar, Amritsar. 


185 

Sant Pareharak, Amritsar. 


186 

Azad, Lahore. 


187 

Nidharak, Giijranw^ala. 


188 

Yalghar, Lahore. 


189 

Afsana, Guj ra nwala. 
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Serial 

No. 

1 

1 Name of Paper. 

2 

Remarks. 

3 

lS9a 

Punjab— contd. 

Ganga Sewak, Amritsar. 


100 

Paigam>i-Wattan, Hoshiarpur. 


191 

Islami Danda, Lahore. 


192 

Trade Union, Lahore. 


193 

Ra6q-i-Tijarat, Rawalpindi. 


194 

Nawan Yug, Gurmukhi weekly, Lahore 

The security was not paid out of 

195 

Mubahila, Amritsar. 

the three. 

196 

Amrit, Montgomery. 


197 

Akali Dhandora, Amritsar. 


198 

Al-Azhar, Panipat, District Kamal. 


199 

Dukhi Bharat, Amritsar. 


200 

Sewak, Montgomeiy. 


201 

Montgomeiy Gazette. 


202 

Trade News, Montgomery 

Security was demanded twioa. 

203 

Naujawan Bharat, Amritsar. 


204 

Zrafat Punch, Amritsar. 


205 

Sadaqat, Amritsar. 


206 

Islah, Amritsar. 


207 

Rahbar-i-Punjab, Amritsar. 


208 

Zalzala, Amritsar. 


209 

Tiryaq, Urdu, Lahore. 


210 

Tiryaq, English, Lahore. 


211 

Kirti, Lahore. 


212 

Indar, Ferozepore. 


213 

Bijli, Fazilka. 


214 

Tabligh-uMIanf, Amritsar. 


215 

Afghanistan, Lahore. 


216 

Khurshid, Ferozepore. 


217 

Nirbhai, Gujranwala. 
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Sena] 

No. 

1 

1 Name of Paper. 

2 

Remarks. 

3 

218 

PUKJAB-^on((i. 

Sukh Dharam, Ferozepore. 


219 

Akali, Lahore. 


220 

I({dam, Urdu daily, Lahore. 


220 a 

i Iqdara, Urdu weekly, Lahore. 


221 

Cinema Art, Amritsar. 


222 

Punjabi Vir, Giijranwala. 


223 

A jit, Lahore. 


224 

Sitara, Lahore. 


226 

Punjabi, Lahore. 


226 

Chandan, Lahore. 


227 

Watan, Ferozepore. 


228 

Rasti, Gujranwala. 


229 

Rastfio, Gujranwala. 


230 

Samaya Vada, Lahore. 


231 

Master, Amritsar. 


232 

Pail way Mazdoor, Lahore. 


2.33 

Afghan, Lahore. 


234 

Hindi Kesri, Lahore. 


235 

Daily News, Lahore .. 

Security demanded t\%iee. 

236,i 

Mazdur, Lahore. 


236 

Desh Bhagat, Lahore. 


237 

Babbar Sher, Amritsar. 


238 

Prabhat, Hindi Daily, Lahore. 


239 

Azad, Urdu daily, Lahore. 


240 

Kanwal, Rawalpindi. 


241 

Virat Fattar, Amritsar. 


242 

Kirti, Lahore. 


243 

M ttar, Lahore. 


244 

So( ialist, Lahore. 
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Name of Paper. 

2 

Remarks. 

3 

245 

Punjab — contd» 

Tabsra-tul-Atibba, Sheikhupiira. 


246 

Guru Khalsa, Sheikhupura. 


247 

Mazlum, Rawalpindi. 


248 

Sadaqat, Hoshiarpur. 


249 

Revenue Gazette, Rawalpindi. 


250 

Harijan, Lahore. 


251 

Rajpal, Lahore. 


252 

Fitrat, Sheikhupura. 


253 

Munadi, Rawalpindi. 


254 

Sunny Magazine, Lahore. 


255 

New Outlook, Lahore. 


256 

Khiy aban, Ra\^ alpindi. 


257 

Hindi Kesari, Lahore. 


258 

Faiyad, Lahore. 


250 

Salak, Rawalpindi. 


260 

Bhagat, Gujranwala. 


261 

Sangla Market Report. 


262 

Himmat, Lahore. 


263 

Sanat-O-Hirfat, Rawalpindi. 


264 

Farzain, Lahore. 


265 

Tasmin, Lahore. 


266 

Niehat, Lahore. 


267 

j 

Acchut Sewak, Amritsar. 


268 

Paghal, Amritsar. 


269 

Azad Akali, Amritsar. 


270 

Doaba Gazette, Hoshiarpur. 


271 

Insaf, Helan, District Gujrat. 


272 

Talim, Rawalpindi. 


273 

Raz-i-Film, Rawalpindi. 
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2 

Remarks. 
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Punjab— conM . 


274 

Quresh, Gujranwala. 


276 

Panja Sahib Magazine, Rawalpindi. 


276 

Punjab, Rawalpindi. 


277 

Mazlum, Rawalpindi. 


278 

Akali Patrika, Urdu newspaper, Lahore. 


279 

Shamaa, Rawalpindi. 


280 

Matwala, Lahore. 


281 

New Leader, Lahore. 


282 

1 Amrit Sagar, Lahore. 


283 

Muflis, Lahore. 


284 

Taskeen, Ambala. 


286 

Alankar, Lahore. 


286 

Balidan, Lahore. 


287 

Student Outlook, Lahore. 


288 

Dastan, Lahore. 


289 

Yasrab, Lahore. 


290 

State Representative, Lahore. 



Burma. 


291 

Rangoon Mail. 


292 

Swatantran. 


293 

Wunthanu Thadinsa. 


294 

Prachi Prakash. 


296 

Desopkari 

Seourity demanded twice;. 

296 

Bramadesh. 


296a 

Swatantran. 


297 

Viduthalai. 


298 

Dho Kbit. 
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Serial 

No 

1 

Name of Paper. 

2 

Remarks. 

3 


Bihar and Orissa. 


209 

Mahabir, Patna. 


300 

Prajatantra, Balasore. 


301 

Imarat, Patna. 


302 

Al-Imarat, Patna. 


303 

Jamhoor» Patna. 



Assam. 


304 

Jana Sakti. 


306 

Piirabi. 


306 

Samarhar. 



North West Fuontier Province. 


307 

Sailab. 


308 

Frontier Advocate. 


309 

IfllahJ-Rasum. 

1 

310 

The Humanity. 


311 

The “ Masliriq ”, weekly new'spaper. 


312 

The Sadaqat. 


313 

The “ Israr-i-Sarhad ”. 

. 

314 

The “ Sher-i-Sarhad ” of Hazara. 


315 

A newspaper by Jagan Nath, son of Hiranand of 



Bannu City. 



Delhi. 


316 

Monthly Shudhi Samachar. 


317 

Weekly Shudhi Samachar. 


318 

Khadi Sandesh. 


319 

Hindu. 


320 

Nagrik. 


321 

Kashmere Pandit. 


322 

Bajwari. 


323 

Urdu Harijan. 
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1 

1 . , 

Name of paper. 

2 

Remarks. 

3 

324 

DsLBX— eorUd, 

Yugantar. 


326 

Vir Bharat. 


326 

Arya Prakash. 


327 

Bhavieh Bharat. 


328 

Uthan. 


329 

Kainat. 


330 

Mohan. 


331 

Hindustan. 


332 

Darbar. 

1 

333 

Arafat. 


334 

Inqilab<Hind. 


336 

Chal Chitra. 


336 

Nava Sandesh. 


337 

Tyagbhumi. 


338 

Azad. 


339 

Muballigh. 


340 

Chitra. 


341 

Guardian. 


342 

Qaumi Gazette, Delhi. 


343 

Ajmeb-Merwaba. 

Rajasthan Sandesh. 


344 

Parivartan. 


Total 
448 ! 

1 



1 



Seth Govind Das : It will not be possible for hs to put supplementary 
questions ? 


Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will copies of these statements be made avail¬ 
able to us 1 Will you kindly direct your office to have them printed and 
circulated 1 It will be very helpful to us in view of the legislation 
coming before the House. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : That will be 
done, i 





MOTIONS FOR ADJOURNMENT. 


Dbspatch of Troops to Abtssinu. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Pandit Nila- 
kantha Das has given notice of a motion for the adjournment of the 
business of the House to discuss the question of the despatch of trooiw 
to Abyssinia. This subject has already been disposed of. 

PlRINO BY THE MiUTARY AT LAHORE OVER THE SHAHUHJtJNJ DlSPXTTB. 

mb:. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Mr. K. L. 
Gauba has given notice of a motion for adjournment. He proposes to 
ask for leave to make a motion for an adjournment of the business of 
the Assembly today for the purpose of discussing a definite matter of 
urgent public importance, namely : 

“ The failure of the Government of India to institute an inquirj into the circum¬ 
stances resulting in firing by the Military at Lahore over the Shahidganj dispute/' 

I have to inform the House tliat His Exeellency the Governor General 
has disallowed this motion on the ground that it cannot be moved with¬ 
out detriment to public interest. 

IvKFiTSAL OP Grant op Protection to the Glass Industry. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; Pandit Govind 
Ballabh Pant has given notice of a motion for adjournment. He pro¬ 
poses to ask for leave to make a motion for an adjournment of the business 
of the Assembly today for the purpose of discussing a definite matter of 
urgent public importance, as follows : 

“ The refusal of the Government to grant protection to the glass industry in spite 
of the recommendation of the Indian Tariff Board to that effect." 

I should like to know whether a subject like that is a proper subject 
to discuss on an adjournment motion. 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) : The subject of the motion is undoubtedly 
one of public importance. The case of the glass industry was referred 
by the Government to the Tariff Board and it was the subject of an 
exhaustive inquiry and an elaborate report by that Board. The fact 
that the Government considered it so important and so urgent as to be the 
subject of an inquiry by the Tariff Board, I think, demonstrates its public 
importance. There can be no question about its being a question which 
does involve matters of public importance. It was the subject of a recent 
Resolution by the Government of India which was issued on the 25th 
June, this year. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : This is a matter 
for legislation. Protection cannot be granted without legislation. 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant : The Resolution refused to grant the 
protection that was recommended by Tariff Board. The report of the 
Tariff Board was published by the Government on the 25th June, this 
year, and, while publishing that report, they also published their deci¬ 
sion on that report refusing to accept the recommendations of the Board. 

( 343 ) 
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In these circumstances, I submit there can be no question about the 
matter being of public importance. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : A passage 
in May’s Parliamentary Practice, page 249, says that matters involving 
legislation cannot be discussed on an adjournment motion. 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant : There is no question of legislation 
involved. We, the non-ofiScial Members, cannot take any initiative in the 
matter of legislation of this type. 1 have not brought any motion recom¬ 
mending the introduction of a Bill by anybody. (If course it is not open 
to me to introduce such a Bill nor to any other non-official Member of the 
House. What we are concerned with today is the administrative ques¬ 
tion whether the recommendations of the Tariff Board, an autlioritative 
expert l)ody aj)pointcd for tlie purpose of inquiring into questions of this 
character, should be treated so unceremoniously and whetlier an industry 
which is almost on its last legs and in a pitiable plight should be denied 
even that much of assistance which even the Tariff Board had recom¬ 
mended for it. In the case of all industries, the subject of protection 
is ordin;jriiy referred to the Tariff Board. In this ease, the Tariff Board 
made an inquiry into the matter and then submitted its report to the 
Government and Government, after taking considerable time in examining 
the recommendations of the Tariff Board, threw its proposals ov<n*l)oanl. 
I submit that it is a matter of urgent public importance wliich involves, 
not only the question whether protection slu)iild or should not be granted 
to the glfUte industry, but also whether it is j)roper and appropriate that 
the Government should treat the recommendations of such an expert body 
in the manner it lias done. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Are Govern¬ 
ment bound to accept the recommendations of the Tariff Board ? 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant : So far as the practical aspect of the 
question is concerned, Government are expected to accept the recommenda¬ 
tions of the Board. If the Government have not done what they were hound 
to do, then their action is illegal. If, on the other hand. Government have 
exerciser! their discretion in an objectionable and, as I am prepared to say 
in this case, in a vicious and erratic manner, then too this should be the 
subject of discussion in this House. In this particular case, there is 
special emergency as the industry will go to ruins and be destroyed 
altogether if the protection suggested by the Tariff Board is not given. 
T would refer you to a ruling which appears on page 41, No. 40, which is 
almost on all fours, w'hen the Government turned down the report of 
the Sandhurst Committee, and a motion for adjournment was allowed. 
My case is much stronger than this. In fact, immediate action is needed 
in this case. In the other case, the matter could not be said to be so 
very urgent, as there were large questions of policy involved. The 
turning down of the report of a body appointed by the Government to 
go into the question must, therefore, I submit, be regarded as a suffi¬ 
cient giround for the admission of an adjournment motion. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan (Member for Com¬ 
merce and Railways) : Sir, I have several objections to the motion which 
is proposed to be made by my Honourable friend being discussed as an 
adjournment motion. In the first place, my submission is that the matter 
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is not urgent in the sense in which that expression has been interpreted 
as applying to adjournment motions. The matter of the grant of pro¬ 
tection to the glass industry has been under consideration for some time 

An Honourable Member : Four years. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan :.and it can¬ 

not be said that unles.s this matter is discussed on an adjournment 
motion, the appropriate relief to the glass industry cannot be brought 
into operation. If it were held that executive or administrative deci¬ 
sions of the Government with regard to matters like the one that the 
Honourable Member proposes to discuss on an adjournment motion 
could validly and properly form the subject-matter of adjournment 
motions, J cannot conceive of any executive or administrative decision of 
Ooveniment which is taken duriiig the sitting or during the adjournment 
of the House which could not be brought up for discussion on an adjourn¬ 
ment motion. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : (Madras City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
Why not ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : In that case, 
every matter, which is decided on the executive side, could be discussed 
on an adjournment motion, and, with all respect, I would submit that 
that is not the nonnal method of discussing such matters. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Hahim) : When was that 
inquiry started by the Tariff Board ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : This inquiry was 
started several years ago—four years at least. Then, Sir, my second 
submission is that with regard to this very matter, it was open to Honour¬ 
able Members to table Resolutions for discussion in this House. Not only 
was it open to them but as a matter of fact the Honourable Member who 
has moved this motion for adjournment of the House has tabled a Resolu¬ 
tion for discussion; a notice of a motion has been given by Pandit 
Oovind Ballabh Pant that : 

“ This Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Conncil to take effective 
and adequate measures for the protection of the frhiHs industry in India.'’ 

That IS No. 215 of the Admitted List No. 12-A, issued on the 29th 
August, 1935, and it is quite possible that the matter may be coming up 
for discussion in the form of a Resolution as tabled by my Honourable 
friend. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Has it been put 
down ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : It has been put 
down ; I have read out Resolution No. 215. I am not discussing the 
chances of the Resolution coming up for discussion or not, T am referring 
to rule 12 of the Indian Legislative Rules at page 85 of the Manual of 
Business, which says : 

“ The right to move the adjournment of either Chamber for the purpose of dis- 
euBsIncr a definite matter of urgent public importance shall be subject to the following 
restrictions, namely : 
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((v; The motiun must not anticipate a matter which has been previouslj 
appointed for consideration —(/ am not referring to that part but to 
the next part )—“ or with reference to which a notice of motion has been 
previously jjiven ’ ’— 

and a notice of motion in respect of this matter has previously been givt^ii 
by the Honourable Member himself. 

My next objection, Sir, is the objection which you have yourself 
been pleased to point out to the Honourable Member ; that is to say, 
that the matter is one that involves legislation. The Honourable Member 
proposes to censure (iovernment for having refused to introduce legis¬ 
lation in order to afford protection to tlie glasis industry. He wishes, 
by this motion of adjournment, to censure the Government for failing to 
introduce legislation to that end ; and, in case the adjournment motion 
is carried, I have no doubt that he would expect Government to give 
effect to the wishes of the House in respect of this matter ; tliat is to 
say, he would expect Government to introduce legislation in order to 
give protection to the glass industry. Related to this matter is a second 
objection on the same score, that is to say, that the motion does not 
propose to discuss a definite matter. I would submit, Sir, that one of 
the reasons why it has not been considered proper to permit matters to 
be discussed on an adjournment motion which involve legislation is that 
matters likely to involve legislation are generally of a detailed nature. 
It would not be possible in the course of two hours, with speeches res¬ 
tricted to fifteen minutes each, to discuss tlie question whether Govern¬ 
ment were or were not justified, on the merits, to refuse to give pro¬ 
tection, or rather, as I M^ould put it in this particular case, to postpone th-^ 
consideration of the question of protection to the glass industry. The 
motion has been put down in a wide maimer to discuss the failure of 
the Government or the refusal of the Government to give protection to 
the glass industry : but there are a hundred and one questions likely 
to arise for discussion to enable Honourable Members to make up their 
minds before it could be said whether protection should or should not be 
granted to the glass industry. A matter which has been under the 
consideration of the Tariff Board for a whole year is proposed to be 
discussed. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; All that is 
necessary for the Honourable Member is to state his point. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have almost 
concluded ; and I submit, therefore, that the matter is not a definite 
matter of urgent public importance, as it would lead to a disciLssion all 
over the field with regard to various considerations affecting the glass 
industry. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : May I just sub¬ 
mit a few words, Sir ? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Chair 
does not want a regular diseussion on this motion. 

Mr. B. Das : There are only one or two points which T wish to sub¬ 
mit. T wish to point out to the Honourable the Commerce Member 
that the matter is a very definite one. T will remind the House that 
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the Ooverument brought a Besolution on the convention of sheet glass 
industry, and this xiouse threw it out, because Government did not 
give protection to the glass industry nor publish the report of the Tariff 
Board on glass industry. Thereafter, the Government published that 
report after the Session adjourned and they gave only a partial effect to 
the excellent recommendations of the Tariff Board. It was for the 
Government to bring a Kesolution before the House to take measures. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Chair 
would inform the Honourable Member that the House does not want a 
discussion on this motion. 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant: I wish to submit just one or two 
words. If you will be pleased to look at ruling No. 40, you will find 
that it says : 

“ I umlerstaiid that tlio tibjctt of the iijolioh is to censure the Government of 
Tmlia for turning down the unanimous recommendations of the Committee of their own 
creation.'' 

That is, in fact, my main purpose in placing this motion before the 
House in the form in which I have tabled it. 

The other point was about rule 12 (4). Now, this rule 12 (4) can 
apply when a matter has been appointed for consideration. It can apply 
only if a Besolution has been ballotted for and is included in the list, 
otherwise it does not apply. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : This Resolu¬ 
tion has not been ballotted t 

Pandit Gtovind Ballabh Pant : No, Sir. The second part of this 
rule is with reference to the question of notice having been given pre¬ 
viously. No such notice was given in respect of this matter, and, there¬ 
fore, this rule does not apply at all. I think I should not insult the 
intelligence of the House by arguing the point whether it is a definite 
matter or not. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question 
which the Chair has got to decide is whether this motion is in order. The 
motion wants that the business of the House should be adjourned in order 
to di.scuss a matter of definite and urgent public importance, namely, the 
refusal of the Government to grant protection to the glass industry in 
spite of the recommendation of the Indian Tariff Board to that effect. 
Protection cannot be granted ordinarily except by ‘means of legislation, 
and there is a distinct authority mentioned in May’s Parliamentary 
Practice, on page 249, which leaves no room for doubt in a matter like 
this. It runs thus : 

** Matters arising out of the debates of the same session, or the U^rms of a bill 

before the House of Lords,.cannot be submitted to the house under this Standing 

Order ", (that is, the Siandwg Order relating to motions of adjournment of the busi¬ 
ness of the House) ** and as on other motions'for the adjournment of the house matters 
involving legislation cannot be discussed." 

I have no hesitation in following this authority as I am not aware 
that any doubt has been cast on the ruling cited here. I need not go into 
the other arguments that have been urged before the House. I, there¬ 
fore, rule that the motion is not in order. 
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BoKBINO or WOHKH AND Ch1U>BEN in THB TbaNS-FbONTIEB VlUiAaGS BT 
THE Indian Abut (Am Foboe). 


Hr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Baliim) : Dr. Khan 
Sahib has given notice of a motion for the adjournment of the business 
today for the purpose of discussing a definite matter of urgent public 
importance, and it runs as follows : 


** Tho bombing of innocent women and children in the trans-Frontier villages 
by the Indian Army (Air Force) which is going on now. 


up. 


1 want to know if there is any objection to the motion being taken 
(No objection was taken.) 


As there is no objection, the motion will be taken up at 4 o’clock 
today. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated Non-Official) : May I be permitted to 
draw your attention, Sir, to the fact that today is a non-oflScial day, and, 
in view of the fact that there is very little. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; It is a non- 
official Member who has given notice of the motion. 


THE CODE OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

PrBSENTATION of THB REPORT OP THB SELECT COMMITTEE. 

Sardar Sant Singh (West Punjab ; Sikh) : Sir, I beg to present 
the Report of the Select Committee on the Bill further to amend the Code 
of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (Amendment of Section d06). 


RESOLUTION RE MANUFACTURE OF LOCOMOTIVE REQUIRE¬ 
MENTS IN STATE RAILWAY WORKSHOPS. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chetty (Madras : Indian (h)mmerce) : 
Sir, I beg to move ; 

“ That this Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that 
immediate steps be taken to equip State Railway Workshops with necessary additional 
plant and machinery to ensure manufacture of all locomotive requirements within the 
Railway VVorksIio]).«.' ’ 

It is a curious coincidence that the year of this motion should 
synchronise with the year by which the Government guaranteed and 
hoped to equip their State Railway workshops with complete machinery 
for the construction of locomotive engines in India. In the year 1921, 
they issued a commwnique in the following terms : 

in pursuance of their expressed policy of making India as far as possible 
independont of outside sources in the supply of materials, the Government of India 
have had under consideration the question of the conatruciion of locomotive engines in 
India and they are now in a position to give a general undertaking that tenders will 
be invited only in India for all the railway locomotives and the locomotive boilers 
required by Government during the 12 years commencing ^dth the year 1923.'' 
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WORKSHOPS. 

Similarly, a promise was made in respect of the construction of 
wagons on the 1st March, 1918. The Government of India said : 

“ The Government of India have recently had under consideration the methods 
of making India more independent of outside sources in the supply of raw materials. 
One case, in particular, which they have recently examined, in consultation with 
the Indian Engineering Association and Rjiilway Administration, is the construction 
of wagons in India and as a result of inquiries they have made they are now able 
to announce that they will guarantee to purchase in India 2,500 broad guage and 
500 metre or narrow gauge wagons only for ten years.'' 

This was said in the year 1918, but the actual working of this policy 
began in the year 1921 and was cancelled in the year 1924, though they 
guaranteed to buy these wagons at the rate of 2,500 broad gauge wagons 
and 500 metre gauge wagons for the next ten years. The excuse for 
cancelling this policy is found in the subsequent statements made by the 
Honou]*able Members of the Government representing this department. 
It was that in consultation with the companies whieh they have encouraged 
to come about into existence for ‘the purpose of construction of 
wagons they have decided that they should place no orders with those 
companies, for, at any rate, the next few years. Under those circum¬ 
stances the Government suggested, very nicely indeed, that those com¬ 
panies might be bought off. 

Sir, it so happened that last evening I visited the picture palace in 
Simla and I saw the film, ** the House of Rothschild There was a 
loan floated by the Government of the day for many millions of pounds 
and the ** House of Rothschild was one of the tenderers who bid for 
that loan. Their bid though most favourable was not accepted and when 
the representative of the House of Rothschild questioned the Govern¬ 
ment as to why their bid was not accepted, the Member of the Government 
said that on account of some technicality they rejected the tender. 
It was on a similar technicality, flimsy as it was, that this policy of the 
Government to purchase their wagons and locomotives in India Avas 
cancelled. The Honourable the Finance Member during his recent tour 
to Tlomhay tried A^ery hard indeed to convince the Bombay merchants 
that tlie allegation that Government were favouring British interests 
more than the Indian interests was not true. I dare say he was clever 
enough to find out that his arguments did not carry much conviction so 
far as the Bombay merchants are concerned. 

The Honourable Sir James Origg (Finance Member) : No, T did 

not. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chetty : If instances of broken promises 
should he necessary to convince the Honourable the Finance Member 
that the Government of India have been consistently ivorking in the 
interests of the British lahonrer and British w^orker more than those of 
the Indian hihoiircr and Indian worker, I can quote them ad nauseam. 
But a previous Member of the Government resented the charge made by 
a non-official Member of the Legislative Assembly that they have been 
breaking pledges. He said, “ No charge is more resented by the 
Englishmen and the Scotsmen than the charge of breaking pledges ’’ 
fven though this Government can claim to its credit an unbroken record 
of broken pledges. (Hear, hear.) 

Ever since 1921, there has been in this Assembly a demand from the 
Government of India to equip their State Railway workshops with such 
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machinery as woxiUl make it possible to manufacture their whole require¬ 
ments, not only wagons but also locomotive engines. Particularly last 
year, in 1934, during the budget debate, more than one Member represent¬ 
ing various points of view in the Assembly brought to the notice of the 
Government the necessity of nialxing their workshops and making their 
railway administrations indcj)endent of imported articles particularly in 
wagons and locomotivees. Probably it will be considered to be the best 
recommendation for the acceptance of this motion by the Assembly if J 
should quote a staleinent from no less a person than Colonel JSir Henry 
Gidney in regard to this very question. I dare say his successor in this 
Assembly will please note that his i)redecessor xvas in favour of com¬ 
pelling the Government of India to see that their locomotive requirements 
are fulfilled in India. I would particularly draw the attention of Mr. 
Power to what Sir Henry Gidney said on that occasion. He said on the 
occasion of discussion on the Railway Budget ; 

“ We cannot control our railways unless we have the manufacturing and buil<iing 
of all tho wagons and carriages and engines in this country. Today wo have to spend 
hundreds and thousands of pounds in indenting on foreign countries including Germany 
for the supply of locomotives.^' 

Now, Sir, a greater authority than that, an authority which I dare 
say the Honourable the Pinance Member and the Honourable the Com¬ 
merce Member dare not disagree with, is that of Sir Leslie Hudson, the 
Leader of the European Group, whose absence owing to illness I really 
deplore. Sir Leslie Hudson said : 

“ Wo are looking forward to the time when India mil be able to manufacture 
most things for herself. There seems to be no very strong reason why skilled mechanics 
should not be brought out from England to teach our artizans out here how to construct 
locomotives iu this country." 

To all these representations, strong representations as they were, 
Sir Joseph Rhore, tin* ])redccessor of tlie present Commerce Member 
said : 

"1 tan lell iiiv Honourable* friend ", {hr was addressing with reference to Ntr 
Henry (iulney, partiridarly), " that the tpicstioii has already been hikcn up, it was 
taken up some months ago and T can assure the House that the possibilities will be 
most c^irefully examined." 

This was only a repetition of the policy which they have laid down 
in 1921. It took thirteen years for a reiteration of that policy in much 
more diluted terms. In 1921, they definitely said that they were 
then in a position to go in for the manufacture of locomotive engines 
within a few years and that they would, in the meantime, call for 
tenders in India for locomotive engines and wagons. But all that was 
forgotten and again in 1934, the then Commerce Member stated that 
the question has already been taken up some months ago and the possi¬ 
bilities will be examined in the course of those months. The same 
reply was given by the Financial Commissioner in the Standing 
Finance Committee for Railways. Everv time we ask for this policy 
being executed by the Government of India, every time the Govern¬ 
ment of India will repeat the assurance that it will be looked into. 
Where do we stand f Does it take 13 years to examine the policy 
whether they could manufacture locomotive engines in India or not T 
If this delay is not deliberate, if this delay is not quite intentional to 
see that Indian industries do not come up and to see that the British 
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interests are served properly, I ask, Sir, what is the other explanation 
that the Government can give with justification and with real truth 
behind it for delaying the execution of this policy 1 Now, surely the 
Government Members cannot say that this is not done in the interests 
of British unemployment. In this connection I am compelled to quote 
a statement of the Under Secretary of State for India in 1922. lie 
was addressing the Members of Parliament who charged him with not 
doing anytliing in the way of relieving unemployment question in 
Eiighind. They charged the Secretary of Stale for India with not 
persuading the Government of India to give more work to the Ikitish 
labour. In replying to those charges, the Under Secretary of State for 
India said in 1922 : 

“ To those of my lIonoiiTahle frioml-.—of thorn have approached me privately 
wliile others spoke in the debate—who have express(‘d apprehension very largely on 
account of their cunstituents in regard to tlie purchase of inunufacinrsd railway and 
otlier ijiatermls re^piired in India, 1 will say th.at there is no reason for their thinking 
that th<‘y will not get the bulk of this business.'' 

Then, Sir, when the Under Secretary of State for India promises 
to his constituents that they will get the bulk of their business parti¬ 
cularly of railway works and if the Members of the (rovernment here 
say that they arc not delaying these things on account of the interests 
of the Hritish labourer, well, I leave it to the House to judge what 
should be the real intention of this (rovemment in delaying the execu¬ 
tion of this policy. 

We have spent more than eight crores of rupees in equipping 
these workshops. For what purpose was it done ? When the Uov- 
ernmeut wanted these eight crores to be spent upon equipment of 
workshops, they made the House believe that they will take up this 
question and that they would equip the workshops in such a fashion 
as not to bo put to the necessity of going for imported locomotives or 
wagons. It is upon such promises and upon such misleading promises 
that the Government obtained the vote of this House for equipping the 
railway workshops on eight crores. After taking eight crores, they 
spent a large sum out of that and perhaps even more to equip the work¬ 
shops, but they never cared to look at the basic question upon which 
they took this grant from the Assembly. I will not call it a dishonest 
transaction, but it is certainly not a moral transaction for the Govern¬ 
ment to make a promise to the Assembly on a particular thing and not 
perform it. And what is more reprehensible in the act of the Govern¬ 
ment of the day is that while they have completely neglected the 
question of Jocomotive engines, even with regard to wagon construc¬ 
tion, it was after a great persuasion that we were able to carry a 
resolution in the Hallway Standing Finance Committee that the fir.st 
tenders should be called for in India and if these tenders were not satis¬ 
factory they should then advertise for tenders outside India. I am 
told,—1 do not know how far it is accurate and I speak subject to cor¬ 
rection,—^that only 750 wagons were given for construction in India 
and about 500 were given to other countries. And in course of the 
currency of the promise which Government have given to this Assembly 
that wagon-s will be bought in India, particularly with those firms 
which they have encouraged to come into existence, daring the parti¬ 
cular year they have bought wagons from another concern and a 



362 


udgislauvs assembly. 


[4th Sep. 1936. 


[Mr. Sami Veucatachelam Chetty.] 

foreign concern ; and when questioned as to why they broke their 
promise, the reply was that those wagons were of a special type. 
Who asked them to prescribe a special type ? What was the intention 
of prescribinq: this special type t Was it only to put down the Indian 
manufacturer or was it something else ? If a special type was required 
why was it not placed before these Indian manufacturers to see if 
they could adjust their machinery to manufacture this special type 
of wagon ? The whole truth is that the heart of the Government is 
not ill it and Government are not quite sincere in encouraging Indian 
industries and in reducing unemployment in this countiy. The trouble* 
is that they are dominated by the higher powers at Whitehall. 
Whether it is an Indian Member that is there or whether it is a 
European Member that is there, it is impossible to expect them to be 
honest and frank to this Assembly while they are being pulled by the 
reins from behind. We only want that at any rate in matters economic 
Government should pay great regard to the expression of public 
opinion as evidenced in the Resolutions of this Assembly and give 
effect to the promise which they very gruclingly, however, made to the 
Assembly. With these words I have great pleasure in commending 
this proposition to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Resolution 
moved : 

“ That this Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that 
immediate steps be taken to equip State Railway Workshops with necessary additional 
plant and machinery to ensure manufacture of all locomotive requirements within the 
Railway Workshoyis. ’ ’ 

Sir Abdul Halim Ohuznavi (Dacca cum Mymensingh : Muham¬ 
madan Rural) : Sir, I have a very high regard for my Honourable 
friend who has just moved this Resolution, and I am very sorry that 
I have to oppose the Resolution ; but I shall presently give my reasons 
for doing so. Sir, I have been studying this railway problem very 
closely for the last nine years, and I have been a member of the Stand¬ 
ing Finance Committee for Railways all these years excepting one 
year when I was not here. We all want that the railways here should 
be able to make everything they require in India. The question is, 
whether the railways can get that done here cheaply to reduce the 
cost instead of bringing these from outside. At the moment, I think, 
if we agree to this Resolution it would not be to the interest of the 
railways or to the interest of India as a whole. Firstly, it is im¬ 
provident, secondly, it is at the moment inopportune, and, thirdly, it 
is at the moment undesirable. Sir, regarding its being improvident, 
I say that the cost of equipping the present railway workshops Avould 
be appalling ; I think at least a crore of rupees will be required to 
equip these workshops in order that they may be able to make their 
locomotives here. In these days of depression, when the railways are 
not making any money at all and are losing day in and day out, will 
it be proper and reasonable to embark on an expenditure of this huge 
amount of money for equipping the workshops ? And, Sir, we should 
not forget that the days of engines are probably coming to an end, 
because electrification is coming on. Who knows that, in another ten 
years, half of these railway engines may not be required. See what 
has happened in Bombay where the number of locomotives has been 
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reduced. What has happened in Madras ? ISlectrification is going on, 
and, on about 60 or 70 miles, these engines are not required. Unfor¬ 
tunately the predecessor of the present Kailway Member did not give 
us that facility in Calcutta although y; is the second City in the British 
Empire. That grievance we have still got against the railway officials 
seeing that they have given it to other provinces, but not to 
Calcutta. 

Then, Sir, 1 come to the type of the locomotives. At the moment, 
we are using a type of engine which, perhaps, in a few years’ time, 
we may not require. Take, for instance, Diesel Engines which have 
already begun to replace our time honoured locomotives. Then, what 
sliall we be making in our worksliops ? Then, Sir, we have to consider 
that WG have to import from abroad most of the materials which we 
require to make locomotives here. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Ghctty : 1 may just point out that what 
1 stated was with regard to all locomotive requirements. Tt may be 
Diesel Oil or it may be anything. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ohuznavi : Then, I think my Honourable friend 
has not realised that they will have to make different kinds of work¬ 
shops for different kinds of locomotives. You cannot anticipate 
what kinds of locomotives you will require ten years hence ; 
and, then, if you start now, probably this equipment of work- 
,sho|)s will require at least five years. After five years, we do not know 
what sort of locomotives we will require. We shall be going in at the 
present time for the present type of locomotives. But why has not 
a start been made in India ? If it had been a paying proposition was 
not money available in India for an Indian company to start making 
locomotives here t Why did not Tata’s do it here ? Because, they 
know that they cannot compete with firms outside India manufacturing 
locomotives. 

Dr. G. V, Deshmukh (Bombay City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
They were not assured of the contracts. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi : Contracts for Indian requirements 
only will not be sufficient for the workshops here : they must supply 
countries beyond. How are the locomotive workshops in London 
getting on ? Because they provide not for India alone, but for the 
whole world 1 How many locomotive workshops exist in the world t 
Very few. The world’s demands are supplied by those few. If we 
start making locomotives here, we shall be making them at an enormous 
cost compared to the cost at which we now get them from out¬ 
side India. Is it in the interest of the railways to make these loco¬ 
motives here merely as my Honourable friend said, to provide a little 
more work for labour t Is it fair to the railways and is it fair for us 
to give sanction to this Resolution ? We know that the railways will 
not be able to make their locomotives as cheap as they get it from 
outside India. As regards wagons I know they are being made here 
and they are being bought by the railways—^I have no grievance now 
as regards wagons. At the meeting in Bangalore, this was thoroughly 
discussed, and we made it a point to press on the Financial Com¬ 
missioner that he must purchase his requirements as regards wagons 
in India and not from outside. 
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1 say, it is undesirable, because the depression is continuing and we 
do not know the number of engines we may be able to utilise a few years 
hence : we do not know if we will use the present number even. Only the 
other day, we noticed in the papers that the railways are losing money and 
they are doing their very best to meet the deficit. Is it fair to ask the 
railways to find this huge sum now to construct locomotives which they 
may not require at all a few years hence 1 The types may be scrapi)ed 
and WQ may have to go in for another type of workshops altogether. What 
we sliould do now is this : we must see to the railways working eiBcieiitly 
and economically, and also cut down, as much as possible, the expenses 
incurred which, in my opinion, they should not have incurred. 1 have 
given one instance. Look at the tremendous expense they incur in 
Calcutta—tAvo railways, the E. B. and the E. I. have their head offices 
across the street : a huge amount can be saved by amalgamating tliem : 
they have two Agents, two (^hief Medical Officers, two Deputy Agents, and 
so on. If the two are amalgamated the Agent of the Amalgamated Rail¬ 
ways will be in charge of a shorter length of mileage than the North 
Western. That they do not do. We should press them to economise their 
expen.ses and also look to the comforts of the third class passengers and 
reduce fares and freights as much as they can. It is not the lime now to 
ask fhem to erect or equip workshops at a huge cost for manufacturing 
locomotives, which may not be required at all or which may have to be 
scrapped a few years hence. With these words, I oppose the motion in 
as much as it proposes that the extension of the workshops should be taken 
in hand immediately. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar All (Lucknow and Pyzabad Divisions : 
Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I had no mind to stand on my legs today on 
this Resolution ; but when I found ray friend, Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi, 
opposing this motion, I was very much surprised. Here is an occiision 
when tills House asks the Government to take up certain works which may 
employ Indians in very large numbers just as Tatas are doing ; and, then, 
I find that my own countrymen rise to oppose such Resolutions. When 
my Honourable friend suggests that by economies and amalgamation 
mono}’' may be saved on the railways, I do not find any reason why and 
on what grounds he thinks that the railways must not take up this busi¬ 
ness in their hands. The greatest need of the country is that we must 
have employment. If these workshops are started, we shall also not have 
to go to foreign countries and invest onr money there and buy from them. 
This is one of the greatest reasons why we must have some sort of work¬ 
shops in India. If we can manufacture wagons, if we can turn out other 
tl)ings, I see no reason why we cannot manufacture locomotives in India : 
to say that there will be a paucity of engineers I doubt it very much. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan (Member for Com- 
raeivo and Railways) : Has anybody said that 1 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali : That may be an argument hereafter : I 
anticipate that argument of my friends on the other side—that there may 
not he engineers enough in India to supply the want : my submission is 
that India is even now prepared to supply technical knowledge and every¬ 
thing re(|uired in the shape of engineering. We know what the state of 
Hyderabad is doing and what the state of Mysore is doing as regarcis 
engineering and I see no reason why we, in British India, cannot supply 




lllANUFAOTtJBE OF LOCOMOTIVE BSQUIBBMjSNTS IN STATE RAILWAY 366 

WORKSHOPS. 

such qualified men for engineering purposes. To say that Tatas are not 
yet sure of their success and, therefore, if the Government of India take 
up such business it may be very risky—^as regards that 1 say that the Gov¬ 
ernment itself has given protection to Tatas and knows the business. And 
why cannot Government give protection to such a company which is started 
by Indians themselves hereafter, to manufacture locomotives or tilings 
like that if the Indians start a company Y 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi : Sturt one, and Government will give 
protection. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar AU : I know that my friend will say that : 
we do not want the Government to do that only ; i)ut wo want Govern¬ 
ment and Indians to start manufacturing locomotives now. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : That is not the 

motion at any rate. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali : The motion is that Government should 
take up JiUch matters themselves, and I submit that it is high tim*^ now 
for tlie Govornineiit to take this business into their hands : when Govern¬ 
ment have got enough money to spend on other things, I see no reason why 
they should not start this, and if they take the Indian public into coiiti- 
dence and ask them to invest money, I am sure, India can afford to do it 
and will do it : India has sent out gold worth crores and crores : why 
cannot India invest money in such lucrative business as making loco¬ 
motives ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; The only question 
is whether they are lucrative. 

Mr. V. V. Oiri (Ganjam cum Vizagapatam : Non-Muhammadan 
I Rural) : Mr. President, many words are not neces¬ 

sary from me to commend this Resolution for accept¬ 
ance of this House. If I may say so, this subject of locomotive manufac¬ 
ture is a subject which is as old as the hills. Promises have been ma*ie 
on the floor of this House that India will be made self-contained in the 
matter of manufacture of locomotives and locomotive requirements, but 
these promises have remained mere promises and they have never been put 
into practice by the Government of India. I would not like to trav^erse the 
same ground that was traversed by other speakers, but I would like to men¬ 
tion briefly that the history of the locomotive industry’^ began with the year 
1918 when the Government of India issued a communique, dated the 1st 
March, 1918, wherein they stated : 

“ Tlie Government of India have recently under consideration methods of making 
India more independent of outside sources in supply of raw materials.'' 

The eommunicpie of the 80th September, 1921, has been referred to 
and eoniniented upon by the Honourable the Mover of this Resolution, and 
I do not like to repeat it again. 

Again, Sir, in the year 1924, the Tariff Board, in tlieir first Report, 
have made some observations regarding the manufacture of locomotives 
in this country, and, incidentally, I would like to reply to my frieinl, Sir 
Abdul Halim Ghuznavi. He stated that, in order to make locomotives 
in tliis country, a lot of materials have to be brought from England, that 
raw' materials have to be imported from abroad. In this connection, T 
should like to refer you, Sir, to paragraph 13, Chapter II, of the Tariff 
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Board Report relating to the locomotive building industry, which states 
as follows : 

** The industry is very valuable from the national point of view. Apart from 
its importance as affecting the question of national defence, it is an industry which 
gives ample opportunities for the purpose of training Indians in mechanical engineer¬ 
ing, and if India is to make itself independent as far as possible in the supply of its 
railway requirements, it is essential that it should possess u well-established locomotive 
industry. 

With regard to the supply of labour also, it is favourably situated, for it cannot 
be regarded as an industry in which all labour has to be specially trained. There 
are many engineering works, railway workshops and factories where labour of the 
kind required in this industry is available at reasonable cost and in suflicient 
quantity. 

With regard to raw materials, it is estimated that about 50 per cent, of tho 
quantity of raw materials required in the manufacture of locomotives can be obtained 
in India either from the Tata Iron and Steel Company or from other local works 
engaged in the manufacture of steel products, especially castings.” 

Is'ow, Sir, again this matter came to the fore when the Raven (‘om- 
mittee inquired into this question. This Committee's observations arc 
also quite relevant to sliow tJiat the manufacture of all railway require¬ 
ments will he cheaper if made in railway workshops than in private lirms, 
and I would only refer to a few lines in the Report of the Raven Com¬ 
mittee. 1 quote from pages 76 and 77 of the Report : 

** Assuming e<iuul efficiency of organization and control on either side, all the 
elements of cost such as labour, materials and oncost have necessarily a tendency 

to be lower in a Railway Workshop than in a private workshop.Wc only wish 

to emphasise here that, with respect to such components of locomotives and spare 
parts of carriages and wagons that have till now been manufactured almost entirely 
in railway workshops in India their conclusions are these —“ that the rates at 
which spare parts of rolling stock are being manufactured in railway workshops do 
bear favourable comparison with the rates which outside agencies could or would 
charge ; that nevertheless such manufacture is not being carried on as efficiently 
and economically as it could be, oiving either to lack of organization and co-ordination 
or lack of suitable plant ; and that with the concentration of the manufacturing work, 
in such existing shops as are advantageously situated with respect to cheap labour, 
fuel and suitable equipment, on the lines we* have recommended, groat economies could 
be achieved.*' 

Tt way stated,—I hope I am correct,—the Financial Commissioner for 
Railways stated that they have been attempting to adjust the manufac¬ 
ture of the locomotive industry in the sho])S that are existing at present 
in India without establishing new shops. I do not know if I am correct 
in the statement I have made. 1 think the Financial Commissioner made 
that statement to us when the Standing Finance Committee met at 
Bangalore. 

Mr. P. R. Bau (Financial Commissioner, Railways) : What state¬ 
ment ? 

Mr. V. V. Oiri : That the question is being considered by a Com¬ 
mittee and they are trying to .see if the existing workshops could }iot be 
equijjped. 

Mr. P. B. Ban : May I read a line from the proceedings ? 

The Board were consideriiiR the poasibility of utilising any one or other of 
the existing workshops for the purpose in order to reduce the initial cost." 

It did not state that the Board had arrived at any conclusion on that. 
An Hononrable Member : You never do. 
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Mr. P. R. Rail : 1 said we had come to no conclusion at the time I 
made that statement, 

Mr. V. V. Oiri : Again, Sir, in the year 1927, this subject came to 
the fore, and it was mooted by a Member of the Swaraj Parly whieh was 
then un<ler the (iistin^uished leadership of the late lamented Pandit 
Alotilal Nehru, and ihere was a discussion on this matter. 1 am glad to 
see again, under the distiiiguislied leadership of my esteemed leader, 
Air. Bhidabhai Oc^sai, a Kesolution on this very subject has be(3u mo^ed. 
Thus, Sir, from Ihe }oar 1918 to the year 1935, on several occasions this 
subj(*«d came before (Ins Assembly, and promises were marie that the 
matter would be looked into, that investigation was being made, that tlie 
7’eport wa^ o\j)ec(cd and tliat it would be placed before the Standing 
Finance Fomini1 tee or before this House. This shows the; maid fides of 
this (lovei’iiment and the reason for it is not far to seek. The (Io\ern-‘ 
meiit of India fire vepi-esouted by a bureaucracy which is interested as 
agents of England to promote the interests of England. T am bound 
to say tliat the ihjvernimmt of India are the agents of English ami for¬ 
eign capitalists, ami they are not interested so much in solving the unem¬ 
ployment problem in this country. I am bound to make this statement, 
because the (lovernriient of India have shown, so far as this (piesrion is 
eoiii'erned, extreme inefficieneyy inactivity, indifference and insincerity 
of purpose. I would like. Sir, to prove that, during the .15 years, 
(♦cores liave been ‘•pemt in the matter of purchase of locomotives from 
other eoun1cii‘s, and referem^e to the debates in the Legislative Assembly 
in 1934 will b(\aT out niy statement. On the 13th Alarch, 1934, ilie 
Finaiieial ihuumissioner submitted to the House a statement slnnving ilic 
number of broad gauge and metre gauge locomotives iirovided in Class I 
railways from 1927-28 to 1934-35. You will tind, Sir, that 4‘27 bmad 
gauge loeomotives have been purchased during this period, and 501 metre 
gauge locomotives have also been purchased (luring the same period, and 
if the Government were true to their i)rofessions and promises and if 
they had established this industry years ago, as they ought to have done 
according to tiieir a.ssertions, India by now would have had a splendid 
locomotive industry, and she would have been in a position, not only to 
supply the wants of tins country, but also to supply the wants of other 
eoiintrics ; we could not merely have manufactured and sup])lied all the 
necessary locomotives,that this country wanted, but we could have nmiiu- 
facturod and sent them to other countries. (“ Hear, hear from 
Congress Party Hemdies.) I am bound to say, therefore. Sir, that if 
today tJie Gov(jrnmerit are having the barren policy of retrenchnunit, if 
today 47,000 workers and their families are starving in the slroels, the 
sin lies at the door of the Government of India and nobody else. (** Ilear, 
hear '' from Congress Party Benches.) When Russia or Italy or Germany 
or England are having their planned economy and solving their economic 
probloiiis and unemployment problems, in India we are simply told that 
all matters would be looked into and investigations made. [ am sure 
that, if India had a responsible Government of her own, such “ monkey¬ 
ing ’’ with affairs of Indians would never have taken place. Aly Honour¬ 
able friend, Sir Abdnl Halim Ghuznavi, has made a statement on tlie 
floor of this House that if loeomotives are manufactured here, a crore will 
have to be spent and the cost will be very proliibitive. In that eonnec- 
tion, I would only refer to a statement of no less a person than jny Honour¬ 
able friend, Mr. Rau, who said on the floor of this House, in answer 

L173LAD F 
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to a question in 1934, put by Diwan Bahadur Harbilas Sarda. Tliis 
was Avitli reference to the metre gauge engines that are manufactured iu 
tJic Ajmer workshops. Mr. Rau stated : 

“ I understand that owing to the fact that the prices in England are now low, 
according to the latest information available to the Itailway Board, there is very 
little difference in the cost of manufacture at Ajmer and the coat of purchabo in 
Kiigland, the difference being only R;. 20.’* 

rt does not uicnior whether the difference is only 1^. L*() or oven 
Rs. 260 ; neither the Standing Finance Committee nor the public in this 
country would mind spending that amount. Therefore, on a!I grounds, 
it is absolutely necessary that the Government of this eouiUrv, even at 
this late clay, should take upon themselves the responsibility of under¬ 
taking the manufacture of locomotive engines and locomotivi require¬ 
ments that are needed for this country. Sir Abdul Halim Ohiiznavi has 
stated tlnit tomorrow the engines may be replaced by the electric* {?iiginos. 
Most probably all rlic engines may be replaced by aeroplanes ; all the 
aeroplanes may be replaced by something else ; and J suggest to tiie Gov¬ 
ernment of India th.at they must have a long-headed view of tilings, a long 
vision, to see how" the}’^ can adjust their workshops on which they have 
spent erores and erores of rupees in this country. T would suggest to 
them that the} should have not only a locomotive industry, linl along 
with it they should liave a subsidiary automobile industry, an aeroplane 
indiislry, and certainly the manufacture of electric engines. The whole 
trouble is this. Tin* Government of India have no long vision, because 
it is not a national Government, because it is a Government that rejiresenls 
English interests and not Indian interests. That is our trouble. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The llonour- 
,able Mc'mbcr has only one minute more. 

Mr. V. V. Giri : 1 would not like to take even one minule, and I 
resume my seat. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two *>f the 
Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the 
Clock, Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) in the Chair. 


Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) : The House wdll 
now resume discussion on the Resolution by Mr. Chetty. 

Sardar Sant Singh (West Punjab : Sikh) : Sir, this Resolution, if 
placed before the Legislature of any civilised country, would not find any 
opposition from nny quarter ; but, to our regret, we find, in India, situated 
as we are, opposition coming from unexpected quarters. I am sorry that 
my friend, Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi, is not in his seat novv% but his 
speech in this House has been regarded by all people to be of a nature 
which will checkmate the growth of Indian industries if taken seriously. 
In his speech, he said that there are three reasons for opposing this Reso¬ 
lution, namely, that such a Resolution, in the first instance, is improvident, 
secondly inopi)ortnne and thirdly undesirable. He took us by surprise 
when he said that it w'as improvident because it would co.st the Indian 
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exchequer a very heavy sum of money. Every industry embracing big 
entor[)ri8es will have to involve a good deal of expenditure but the business 
proposition we have 1o look into is not the cost of the industry but the 
return which 1h** proposed industry is expected to yield. If (he return is 
proportionate and adequate then it is certainly worth while spending 
money. Therefore, this argument that the manufacture of locomotives 
in India would involve the taxpayers in a good deal of cost does nut much 
stand to reason. Tlien he said it was inopportune and in support of this 
argiimenl he '^aid that the world was advancing, that science was making 
progress and that ^vithin another five years, according to his calculation, 
the present locomotives will be of no service. When I heai\l this argu¬ 
ment from him, I was reminded of a personal experience which I had 
during the Iasi J^elhi Session. I had gone to purchase a radio and on the 
way I uK't a friend of mine who asked me where I was going. [ told him 
the object, when lie told me : “ Don’t purchase a radio because improve- 
meiiis aie being olVedcd every year If tliat argument were jiceoptcd, 
then nobody would ever puivliase a radio. 

Captain Sardar Sher Muhammad Khan (Nominated Non-Official) : 
Did you purchase it / 

Sardar Sant Singh : I did not. If this argument were to prevail 
that seiiMiee is advcinciug and on that account we should not manufacture 
locomotives, then we had better stop all progress and all business in this 
country. Tliis manufacture of our own re((uirements is necessary because 
India is a big country with a system of railways running from north to 
soutli and from east to west and it has the second biggest railway system 
in the world. It is incomprehensible why small countries like Germany 
and Great Dritain should supply all our requirements. The qiiestion 
naturally arises--wliy should wc depend upon other countries for our 
locomotives and wliy should we not manufacture our own requirements. 
Why should not India be self-contained in this matter ? I have not been 
convinced by tln‘ reasons that luive been given from time to time for 
post]>oiiing jndion on this matter. When the Standing Committee for 
Eailways met lasr time I actually committed the impertinence of suggest¬ 
ing to the members of the Committee to stop all purchases of locomotives 
even if it briJigs ilie administration of railways to a standstill. The reason 
for my suggestion was that this demand has been made by Indians so 
•often and for such a long time that unless some strong measures were 
adopted by the Standing Committee for Railways the Government would 
not be persuaded to agree with us to establish some plant for manufactur¬ 
ing locomotives in India. T am of opinion that it is not merely the policy 
of Buy Indian that persuades me in this point of view. There is the 
danger arising from the disturbed condition of the world which makes 
it incumbent upon us to make provision ^vhile there is still time for meet¬ 
ing our own requirement®. There is no knowing wliat may have happened 
up to this time in the League of Nations which is meeting today to 
discuss Italo-Ethiopian relations and what will happen if Italy and 
Abyssinia go to war. The conflagration may spread to other parts of 
the world. In that case, where shall we get our requirements from, 
especially if the Sue;: Canal is closed f If India is to fulfil her obligation 
towards her people then she ought to manufacture her own needs. Why 
not start immediately ? 

Captain Sardar Sher Muhammad Khan : You can get from Japan. 

L173LAD 
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Sardar Sant Singh : My friend who belongs to the military class 
thinks that Japan Avould supply us. I am not of that opinion be'*ause wlien 
he will require tanks and other militarj’^ require«uents he will come to the 
Legisl'pture and ask it for his needs. It is the Legislature that will be 
responsible for sui)p]ying him with the things that he will need so that 
he can carry on his war. It is not a thing which should be looked at 
lightly, especially in the present state of world alfairs. I will, therefore, 
siippoii tills riesv)Juiion aiul will expect the Honourable Member in charge 
of the Kailways to take steps immediately to make the necessary arrange¬ 
ments, so that the manufacture of locomotives may be taken in hand as 
early as possible. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I propose to intervene in this 
debate for a very limited ])urpose, and that is in the main to enunciate a 
general principle, which, except in the speech of my Honourable friend, 
fc?ir A. Jl. Gliuznavi, has been completely ignored by every other speaker 
in the Assembly. 'Phis general principle is concerned with the limits 
within which (lOvernment are justificfl in ])r()moting the establisinnent of 
new industries in Ibis country. In some ways, of course, I shall be merely 
repeating what 1 have said oxer and ox'er again on iirevious occasions in 
this Assembl.v but T make no apology for tlial because, in my view at any 
rale, it c'annot be .said too often. The Government of India is justified 
in taking active stej)s to establish an industry" in India on one or two 
grounds. The first 1 need only mention, because it exists very rarely, if 
at ad, »,nd that is in cases xvhere the e.Kistence of an indigmious industry 
of that character is absolutely essential to the very existence of the 
eoitnlry. The s<»cond occasion is xvhen it can b(» seen from the start that 
thfe industry will, before very long, become self-supporting, so that the 
burden impo^cHl on the country by the establishment of the industry is 
definitely foreseeable and is not exce.ssivc and, of course, this applies 
whether the assistance is given by way of subsidy or protection. The only 
difference between the txvo is that the eost of iiroteciion is mueh higher 
and it mueh more often falls on tlie wrong shoulders, but there is no 
great difference in priiicifde between them. In my view it is definitely 
noc reasoii.ible to cx]):*<'t th"' Government of India to embark on the task 
of establishing an industry in this country if it is certain from the 
start that the industry in question xvill never be self-supporting and, 
tfii rcfor»\ that its establishment will impose upon the country a perma¬ 
nent and very heavy burden, and by “ country I mean either the con¬ 
sumer or th<' tax-payer ; in the long run it does not make very much 
difference. And I would also like to say that I do not think this con- 
cl.isjoa is vitiated in the least w^hen the agency for the establishment of 
the industry is one of the State commercialized services. If the railways 
are to foster unceonomic industries, xvhether it he by giving orders to 
outside firms or by setting up industries in their own workshops, one of 
two things is bound to happen. Either the general tax-payer has got to 
subsidise the railways, or the user of the railways has got to i)ay more for 
the services which they provide. There is no escaping that dilemma : 
and if the Assembly is inclined to think that the present is an opportune 
time for the railways to embark on large unremunerative expenditure on 
the establishment of new uneconomic industries, well, T think I can say 
that those Meml>ers of the Assembly, from all sides of it, who were pre- 
SKJit at the recent discussions at the Public Accounts Committee on the 
financial position of the railways are not likely to share that view. Per- 
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haps I iniglit make two remarks before I leave this point. The first 
relates to the general question of policy, and on that I would like to say 
tliat one of tlie tragedies of India’s protective policy has been that, witli 
tJie sinj^le exception of steel, not a sirif^le one of the industries whicli it 
lias been sought to establish in this country has yet become self- 
SU|»i)orting. 

Mr. 8 . Satyamurti (Madras (hty : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
What about textiles ? 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : Well, there is a duty of 50 per 
cent, plus a quota against Japan and a duty of 25 per cent, against Lanca¬ 
shire : and each time the textile industry has been up for protection, the 
protection has had to bo increased I It is one of the tragedies of India’s 
])ro1e('tionist policy that eveiy single industry, except possibly one, has 
become luore and more in need of State assistance. The other is a passing 
observation on a remark of Mr. Giri’s. Mr. Giri said that one of the 
advantages of establishing a locomotive industry in this country is that 
ultimately it would become big enough to export its surplu>s products. 
How oji earth does he imagine that an Indian industry is going to be able 
to ex]>ort, if it cannot produce at something like competitive prices ? It 
really shows the* muddled thinking that goes on about this subject that 
su(‘h a remark could have been made. My purpose in saying what I have 
said so far is merely to enunciate a general principle. The application of 
That general principle to the particular case under discussion I can leave 
in tlie capable hands of my Honourable Colleague, the Commerce Member. 
But I do want, if I may, to take up two or three definite mis-statements 
made by the Slover of the motion. He first of all made some quotations 
from the English Hansard of 1922 at the time when there was an un- 
em])loyment debate or questions on unemployment. Well, I happened to 
hav(? been vei-y closely concerned in those discussions on unemployment in 
1922 in England and I can assure him that the question under considei’a- 
tion there was entirely one of the placing of Indian orders on the conti¬ 
nent or in England. The policy of the Government of India in the matter 
of the purchase of stores then was, to the best of my recollection, that 
they should buy in the cheapest market—whatever that implied,—^in India, 
iu Germany or in any other place, and what was happening then was 
that representations were made to the Secretary of State for India to see 
if he could avoid the diversion of orders which had hitherto been placed 
in England to the continent of Europe ; they had nothing to do whatever 
wuth the competition between British and Indian orders. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Ghetty : Sir, I wish to draw the attention 
of the Honourable the Finance Member to our own Hansard of the year 
1927. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I am talking about the events of 
1922. [At this stage, Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Ghetty rose again to his 
feet.] I am not going to give way. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Ghetty : It is not you who has to give 
way, it is myself who has to give way. (Cries of ‘‘ Order, order.”) He 
had already given way. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I gave way, because I thought 
the Honourable Member was dealing with the unemployment discussions 
of 1922. What happened here in 1927 has nothing to do with that. 
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Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Ohetty ; On a point of personal expla¬ 
nation. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) : Yes, if the 
Honourable Member gives way. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Ohetty : In the 1927 Hansard, there is a 
reproduction of a statement said to have been made by the Secretary of 
State for India. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Surely there is some mistake. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chetty : It is not a mistake, but if it is a 
niistalu*, it is a mistake in the debates. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I say that your interpretation of 
the slatemeni is absolutely wrong, because I was in a position at the 
time to know the correct interpretation. That is in connection with the 
events of 1922. The second thing T think the Honourable Member said 
was that the whole object of th*^ Government of India policy was to do 
everytliing possible to plaice locomotive orders in England. That is why, 
I suppose, recent orders have been placed in Germany 1 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Have they been ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Certainly. Then he gave some 
figures about wagons. He protwted himvsolf by saying—“ I have been 
told Well, let me tell him that his figures, which were, I think, that 
orders for 750 wagons had been placed in India and five hundred else¬ 
where. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chetty : I did not use those figures. I 
said that 750 wagons were given to Indian firms and orders for 500 were 
placed outside. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : That is precisely what I have 
said. Now the true figures arc these. Out of 4,472 w-agons, 750 wagons 
wwc inu'chased in England and 3,722 wagons were purchased in India. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Ohetty : I am glad. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I doubt that because you have 
lost a grievance. Prom these three mis-statements wdiich 1 have been 
able to dis])rove wdtliout any difficulty w^hatever, you can judge of the 
character of the evidence on \vhich the Honourable the Mover arrives at 
his somewhat malicious conclusion that the whole policy of the Government 
of liHiia is concerned in protecting British interests and in downing 
Indian interests. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga (Guntur cum Nellore : Non-Muhammadan 
Jlural) : Is that not true ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Well, nothing that I can say will 
make my Honourable friend alter his conclusion. There are two possible 
explanations of that conclusion. The first is that by repeating it so 
often he has come to believe it without any thought about the matter. 
The second is that his object is not the pursuit of truth but to stir up bad 
blood,—and he does not much mind wbat he does, in the process. I would 
like in conclusion to make one observation in regard to this general accu¬ 
sation made by the Party opposite that the Government of India runs 
India in the interests of the United Kingdom. 
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Prof. N. G. Banga : Is it not so f 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : Does he believe that if the Gov- 
eniincnt of India, backed by His Maje^sty’s Government, had started out 
to run tliis country in the interests of the United Kingdom, that they 
would lune so severely damaged Lancashire in the attempt to establish 
textile industries in this country ? (Hear, hear.) Does he believe that if 
we had started out to run this country in the interests of the United 
Kingdom, we should have spent erores and erores and crores directly and 
in addition placed very heavy burden on the consumer in this couulx’y 
in order to make it independent of the United Kingdom in the matter 
of steel V Dociis he believe that in the matter of placing wagon orders 
for railways, which the Honourable Member referred to, we would have 
given a preference to Indian firms to the extent of fourteen per cent, 
in ])riee, if our dearest object had been to place orders in England f 
I submit. Sir, that the thing is self-contradictory. Honourable Members 
opposite will no doubt go on believing that the Government of India and 
the English are knaves but I really think that they cannot simultaneously 
assume that we are so incompetent as to use such ineffective methods to 
pioduce the end which tliey say we have been seeking. So, having ful¬ 
filled Iho purpose for Avhich I stood up I leave, as I said in the beginning, 
the main burden of the reply on the particular application of the geneial 
principles to my Honourable Colleague, tlie Commerce Member. 

Pandit Kiishna Kant Malaviya (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions : 

Non-Muhammadan Rural) ; Sir, it is no pleasure to me to have lo stand 
up and support an important itesolutiou like the one wdiich has been moved 
by my Honourable friend, ilr. Chetty. It is most annoying and it brings 
home to us the utterly hopeless condition in which we are in our own 
country. In any other country, Sir, wdiere the existence of the Govern¬ 
ment depended u])on the will of the people, a Resolution like this would be 
considered superfluous. The Government themselves would take steps to 
encourage the indigenous industries of the country and place as many 
orders as possible in the hands of their own countrymen. The officials them- 
selvt.- \vould feel that it is to their own interests and to the interests of the 
Government that they should see that the country is self-dependent, self- 
reliant and self-contained. The officials would feel that they ought lo 
mak(^ some arrangement to be ready for emergencies, for times of war 
when they may not be able to import things from other countries. More¬ 
over, Sir, the position of a Government which did not do these things, would 
become untenable. The populace and the vote of the country will con¬ 
demn tlidi Government and they will be conipelletl to see to the interests 
of tln^ country and of the indigenous industries. I have not had the honour 
of listening to my Honourable friend, Sir Abdul Halim Qhuznavi, un¬ 
fortunately I was not present in the House then. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : He 
spoke agamst India. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : That he ahvays does. I am not 
at all surprised at the charge wiiich has been laid against my Honourable 
friend, but what surprised me most was the proposition that he laid >»ofore 
this House, namely, that it would be uneconomical and improper for ua 
to go in for an industry like this. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghoznavi : It is not for us to undertake this 
industry, but it is for the State Railways. 
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Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : What ! State Railways ? They all 
belong to ns and Ave are the masters of those State Railways. {A Voice ; 
“ In theory onlj'^.Those are our railways. It is unfortunate that we 
are slaves and have not got the poAver. This may also be due, to some 
extent, to llie fact that some friends of ours, Avho come here as reprcsonta- 
tives of the people, do not really look after the interests of the people. 
HoAACver, tlie proposition that my Honourable friend laid before the House 
Avas lliat it AA^ould not be c*onduciA’e to the Avelfarc of this country that Ave 
should go in for the production of these locomotives. I ask him whether 
locomotives are not a key industry and Avhether it is our duty or not to be 
self-contained and to he self-reliant f IIoav long are Ave going to depend 
on other countries for our oavu key industries and for our necessities A»hich 
we in^ed in onr eA^ry day life ! I am sorry, Sir, that I am sitting at a 
place Avliieh has this disadA^antage that I cannot hear anything Avhich is 
talked about in this House. I am very sorry I have not been able to follow 
the Honourable the Finance Member but 1 have been able to catch one or 
tAVo words here and there. Orip of the thing.s that he said Avas that ])ro- 
tection meant high cost of production. I Avould like to ask the Honourable 
the Finance Member Avhethor this is the policy of the Imperial Oovcnnuent 
so far as the Government of Great Britain is concerned. I would like to 
know from the Tlononrable the Finance Member, Sir, if that is the polic.y 
of the Imperial Government these days. What is Franee doing ? What 
is Englajid doing ? They are anxious to he self-contained so far as tlmir 
OAvn Empire is concerned. They knoAV that high tariff walls are being 
erected all round, they know that they themselves are doing the same tiling 
and they are keen that they should not have to depend upon the outside 
Avorld for their needs. We know hoAV and why the Ottawa Agreement was 
arrived at ; AA^e know its history. Why, then, it is not proper for us to 
manufacture our OAvn locomotives ? This is a question that ought to be 
ansAvered by the Members sitting on the Treasury Benches. The Honour¬ 
able the Finance Member made some statements. I could not folloAv them. 
All that 1 could follow was that he Avas putting two or three questions to 
the Mover of this Resolution and asking him whether he had faith in the 
bona fides of the Government. My only answer to those questions is that 
one Avho excuses himself accuses himself. If that reply satisfies my 
Honourable friend, he is at liberty to have it. I want to know from him 
also. Sir, whether there is any nation on earth which has been generous 
wliere other nations were concerned 1 WhateA^er a nation does, it does in 
its oAvn interests. It is guided by its own interests. May I know from the 
Honourable the Finance Member if it is in the interests of England that 
this couniry should be self-contained and self-reliant and that A\'e should 
have all llie key industries in our oAvn hands, that we should be able to pro¬ 
duce all the things that we need and that we should not import anything 
from Great Britain and other foreign countries ? Tam sorry he is not here 
to reply to all these questions. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Who is not here f 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malariya : Oh, he is there. Sir, not only can 
we not hear properly from here but we cannot even see properly from this 
place. AnvAvay, I feel that it is high time that we should develop our own 
indigenous industries and that We should go in for the manufacture of 
loeonmtives. With these feAv remarks T snpnort the Resolution' moA’^ed by 
niy Honourable friend, Mr. Vencatachelam Chetty. 
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The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Sir, before 1 

3 pm particular criticisms of the lack of en¬ 

thusiasm with Avhich Government have been sought to 
be cJiarged in this matter, 1 shall attempt briefly to give a history of the 
matter on behalf of the nepartment and try to show to what extent the 
matter has been pursued already. It was the intention of the Department 
to i)laee tin material, a part of which I shall attempt to place befoie the 
House now, before the Standing Finance Committee for Railways, in order 
to enable them to arrive at some sort of conclusion from that material. I 
am glad, however, that tlio pre.sent opportunity has been availed of by 
certain Honourable Members to have the matter discussed on tin* floor of 
tlie House which would dispense with the necessity of n(»w taking this 
matter to the Standing Finance (k)mniitloe. Another preliminary ob.sei-va- 
tion vhicli I might he permitted to make is with regard to the seoi)e of the 
motion before the House. Xo doubt the motion is fairly widely worded 
and at or^e stage the Honourable the Mover was under the necessity of 
explaining {o the House Hint his motion was not limited to 
loi'oiiioti, es, but extendt'd to locomotive reipiiremeiits, and that, if 
thcr*' w«js any ditfl(*u1ty with regard to other means of propul¬ 
sion having come into the field, for instance, electric locomolive.s 
ami I)i(*sel engines, ^here was no difliciilty within the scope of his 
Re.solution for Government to ecpii]) their workshops so as to be able to 
deal wilh these new requirements also : so that that is one aspect of the 
matter wiiieh the House will have to keep in mind when judging Govern- 
mejit Oil this particular motion. As 1 said, 1 shall proceed to give a brief 
history of this matter so far as the Railway Department is concerned. This 
matter is not, as has been said, as old as the hills although it certainly has 
been pemling for a certain number of years and took active shape in the 
early twenties of this century—I hope that satisfies my Honourable friends. 
Now, lh(» main obstacle from the very beginning has been the uncertain 
and fluctualing nature of the demand for locomotives. Let me illustrate 
that with reference to one enterprise that was set up to deal with this 
demand and to supply this particular vrant of India. The Peninsular 
Locomotive (Company w^as set up, as t have said, in the early twenties of 
this century at Tatanagar. Prom the very beginning they felt the need 
of Stale protection if they were to be able to compete with industries out¬ 
side the country of a similar nature. 

An Honourable Member : Long established. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : True. I am not 
condemning them on that ground, nor am I saying that the position adopted 
by tJiem was not legitimate. The matter was gone into by the Tariff Hoard 
set up in 1924 and their conclusion was that although this was an essential 
industry and although under different circumstances there might be a fair 
chance for the industry to establish itself, conditions were such that it 
could not be said with certainty that with a reasonable measure of protec¬ 
tion the industry would establish itself I would draw the attention of 
Honourable Members to paragraph 18 of Chapter TI of the Tariff Board’s 
Report at the top of page 173. The Tariff Board observe : 

“ For the reasons which we have driven we are unable to make any recommenda* 
tions for the grant of protection to the locomotive building industry. We consider 
it desirable on national grounds that the industry should be established in India (hear, 
hear), and we believe that this could eventually be done, provided substantial assintance 
were given by Government in the earlier years. But the existence of a sufficient 
market for locomotiviDiB in India is an indispensable preliminary condition and at 
present this condition is not satisfied. 
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Pandit Krishna Kant Malavijra : Sir. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : 

“ If protection were given now the country would curry a heavy burden during 
the next iive years, and at the end of that period the progress made would be insuflR- 
ciont to justify the sacrilice. ” 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : Sir, I rise to a point of order. Is it 
proper for an Honourable Member, sitting on the Government Benches, 
not to give way w^hen another Honourable Member of the House gets up 
to ask for some information or to put some question ? 1 wanted to get 

some information but the Honourable Member would not yield. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; The Honourable 
Member tried to interrupt me in the middle of my quotation. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : I am loath to interrupt the 
Ilojiourable Member in Ids speech, but £ wanted some information. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) : The Honour¬ 
able Member cannot ask for information at this stage, unless the Honour¬ 
able Member gives way. He should be allowed to proceed with ids 
speeeli. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; Had the Honour¬ 
able Member attempted to interrupt me in my speech, I would have gladly 
given way. But he attempted to interrupt me in my quotation which I 
was anxious to finish. In 1924, the Board took that view and with iv'gard 
to some observations of the Board there was applause from the other side 
of the House. I join in that applause. I do not differ from the policy 
that the Jh^ard laid down there. But the Board went on to obserre what 
was tli<» Oi-sontial condition for the establishment of an industry aiul tliey 
found that at that date that essential condition did not exist. I hope to 
be able to show" as I ])roceed that it exists still less and to a far less degree 
today than it existed on that date. 

Well^ then, Sir, this particular company, the Peninsular Tjocomotive 
Company was set up in Tatanagar and they found that the cost of pro¬ 
duction was so lugli that they could not quote })rices that could at all 
compote witli tiu* j^rices of foreign manufactured locomotives. Here, Sir, 
I am at liberty to repeat and endorse the stores policy of the Government 
of India. We all recognise that if w'e are to promote and encourage Indian 
indnstrio.i we cannot, in each case, insist upon absolutely competitive prices 
and Indian stores arc continuously being purchased in India on the 
principle that a reasonable amount of difference betw^een the prices should 
be borne bj the Government in favour of the Indian manufacturers for 
the purpose of encouraging Indian manufacturers. Therefore, if the 
diffVren(|e in tlie prices quoted by the Peninsular liocomotive Company and 
the fondgn companies liad been at all a reasonable difference, I have not 
the .slightest doubt that orders from the Indian railways wmuld have been 
placed with the Peninsular Locomotive Company but the disparity of prices 
was so great and so unreasonable that the Railways found themselves 
unable to place their orders with the Peninsular Locomotive Comnany. 
The Company finding itself in such a position then turned its attention to 
the manufacture of wagons and there also they found that the demand 
had steadily begun to go down and that the requirements of the raihvays 
could not be maintained at the rate at which even the Railways had antiev 
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pated their requirements would continue to arise and, therefore, the Com¬ 
pany failed even to carry on as a company for ilie manufacture of wagons. 
Being placed in that position the Government came to the rescue of the 
Company and, in 1929, they purchased the workshops of the Company. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : Only to shut it 
dOAvn. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : 1 wish the 

Iloiiourjble Member would hear me out, ami then, if he thinks that I am 
omitting any essential point, he can supply it. fn 1929, the Kailway 
Dcparluiciit purchastul Ilic.se workshops and they proceeded to utilize them 
for the manufacture of underframes. In 1932, the Kailway Department 
were compelled to shut down the workshops which they liad purchased from 
the Peninsular Locomotive Company for want of requirements even of 
underframes. That is the history of the one attempt in Avhich both private 
enterprise and, subsequently, Government assistance took part in order to 
encourage tlio manufacture of locomotives in this country. 

[At this stage, Mr. J^resident (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) 
resumed The Cliair.J 

That, Sir, will illustrate the difficulties with which the industry has 
to contend. The next stage was that the Railway Board themselves 
undertook an examination of the question. They found that in order to 
be able to manufacture locomotives on an economic basis in this country 
there must be a demand for at least 200 locomotives per annum. That 
demand has not existed at any time but the Board did not surrender the 
attempt to find out whether a start could be made for the manufacture 
of locomotives in this country bef'ause there was not a sufficient demand 
to set up a fully equipped locomotive manufactory in the country. They 
took up the question again in 1931 and they found that the likelihood of 
there being the normal demand required for a locomotive factory was 
still less in 1931 than it was in 1925. Kevertheless, they went into the 
question on the basis of a demand for 50 to 60 locomotives per year. 
They found that in order to begin with they could possibly run a factory 
which could subsequently be enlarged on the basis of a demand from 
50 to 60 locomotives per year, and they went into the question of 
estimates. The first question naturally that confronted them was 
whether the factory should be established in connection with one of the 
existing workshops or it should be a new factory altogether. They 
looked into the question whether they could utilise the Tatanagar factory 
which they had taken over from the Peninsular Locomotive Company 
for the purpose of the manufacture of locomotives, but they discovered 
that the factory was not suited for the puropse at all and that it would 
involve very heavy cost in order to adapt it for the manufacture of 
locomotives. There were no adequate lifting facilities, the columns and 
the crane runways were not strong enough and other structural altera¬ 
tions and additions to the machinery would be required ; and, therefore, 
tliey were forced to consider the question of an entirely new workshop 
for the manufacture of locomotives. Their estimate eventually was,— 
without going into details,—^that assuming a constant demand of from 
50 to 60 locomotives per year of standard types and also assuming that 
steel castings would have to be purchased and that iron castings and 
forgings could be supplied in India, the minimum estimate would bt 
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from 70 to 80 lakhs to start with. In the meantime, another factor that 
had developed was that the price of locomotives manufactured in Britain 
and in foreign countries had been going down rapidly and that made the 
proposal still more uneconomical than it had been previously. Having 
arrived at tlijat stage and having found that it would not be economic to 
set up a factory to manufacture locomotives, mainly on tlie ground that 
a continuous and steady demand could not be guaranteed and also that 
apart from the capital cost the working costs would be too high, they, 
even at this stage, did not altogether abandon the attempt to make a 
beginning of what might eventually develop into a locomotive industry 
111 India. They then turned their attention to the question whether it 
was not possible to start with a boiler factory in 'which locomotive boilers 
could be manufactured, in the hope that if that factory could be estab¬ 
lished upon an economic basis it might eventually develo)) into a factory 
for the manufacture of locomotives. With regard to this matter again 
they went into detailed figures and estimates and eventually they arrived 
at the conclusion that the cost of a boiler which could be purchased in a 
foreign country for Rs. 20,500 would in India at the very minimum be 
Rs. 23,800 ; that is to sa^’, nearly 16 per cent, higher than the price of a 
foreign boiler. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : 
What is the reason for that t 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; 1 will give the 
leason. And even there it could not be guaranteed that the demand 
would be steady. The question is asked, what is the reason f Some of 
the reasons are these. The House has already been told by the 
Honourable the Mover of this Resolution that the Board that was set up 
in 1924 estimated that even for the manufacture of locomotives 50 per 
cent, of the material must be imported. I will add for the information 
of the House that in the case of boilers 95 per cent, of the material must 
be imported. That is one reason for the higher cost that would result 
from manufacturing in India than elsewhere. Another reason is this 
that no doubt it has been said that labour could be obtained from various 
railway workshops but to begin with, in the earlier years certainly till 
the industry became well established, the overhead charges would be 
very high. We would have to import,—I am not putting that forward 
as an objection but merely as an explanation of the high cost to begin 
with,—we would have to import a considerable number of highly skilled 
mechanics and engineers at covenanted rates for a certain number of 
years in order to set up a boiler factory ; and all these considerations 
would certainly add to the cost. But that alone really would not have 
altogether defeated the project. We come back to the main question as 
to the requirements that are likely to arise both with regard to locomo¬ 
tives as well as with regard to boilers, let us say, during the next 10 or 
15 years ; and here the difficulty is this. Reference has already been 
made, during the course of the debate, to the existing facilities at Ajmere, 
that at Ajmere a certain number of metre-gauge locomotives are being 
manufactured at the present moment, or rather perhaps I should use the 
expression are being assembled ’’ because the Ajmere workshops ftte 
mainly repair workshops and all that really happens is that the greater 
part of these locomotive parts have to be imported in a finished or semi- 
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liiiished condition and the assembling takes place in the Ajmere work¬ 
shops. It has been said that in 1934 the position of the Financial Com¬ 
missioner was that the Ajmere workshops were not doing too badly. 
They were just able to do this assembling at a cost which was not un¬ 
economic. Since then, I am perfectly certain Honourable Members will 
be sorry to hear, conditions have still further worsened, and owing to 
various factors tlie Agent of the H. B.. and V. T. Railway is anxiously 
emisitloring the question whether as a part of tlie system of his railway 
•t is a commercial proposilion to continue to run these Ajmere workshops 
so far as they are conetu'iied with the assembling of locomotives ; and 
one of the matters which causes him reluctance is,—and it Is a matter 
which re(iuires anxious thought,—that it would throw out of work over 
a thousand Indian workmen which would be both uneconomic at the 
moment having regard to possible claims for com]*ensation and so on, 
and also w’ould cause eonsiderable economic distress in Ajmere where a 
very large section of the po[Hdation depeml upon their obtaining work 
in the railway workshops. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das : And no skilled labour has developed in 
the meanlime so tluat we maj^ utilise them ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZaJrullah Khan : This labour 
vhich would be thrown out of work would be skilled labour. 

pandit Nilakantha Das : Then why did the Honourable Member say 
we would liave to import foreign skilled labour *? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : [ did }iot say 
skilled labour. I referred to mechanics and engineers, not so much 
mechanics as engineers. 

Now, Sir, as T said, the difficulty was with regard to the demand 
and the continuity of the demand. Here certain factors have already 
bepn alluded to, and tiioso factors, if 1 might sum up are these. In the 
liist place, a great deal lias boon done with regard to the efficiency and 
th(‘ (juickness of repairs effected in railway workshops, Avhich means that 
out of the locomotives that are available, a much larger number can now 
be i)ut on the running lines than it was possible when repairs took a 
much longer time and wove not quite so efficient. The second factor is 
that having regard to greater technical knowledge, a great deal more 
work is being taken out of each locomotive than before. Thai again 
reduces the number of locomotives that are required. Thirdly, as 
Honourable Members are aware,—as a matter of fact, one Honourable 
Member made a complaint that it is not being pushed forward rapidly,— 
there has been on certain systems a certain amo\mt of electrification since 
lie question of setting up a manufactory of locomotives was taken into 
consideration. That has made available for use on ordinary lines a 
certain number of locomotives that were then being used on lines which 
have since been electrified. So that the present position is that the 
Railways have at the present moment between 400 and 500 surplus 
locomotives ; in addition, experiments are being tried on certain sections 
of the North Western Railway with Diesel engines, and those experi¬ 
ments lead one to think that it w’ould be very economical under certain 
conditions to introduce Diesel engines in place of the ordinary steam 
engines. 
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Mr. S. Satyamurti : And you can go on importing them T 

The Honourable Sir Muhemmad Zafrullah Khan : That brings me 
to the consideration which was put forward by the Honourable the 
Mover. He said : 

“ M}' Uesolution does not confiuo you to set up a factory for the manufacture 
of ordinary steam locomotives, my motion is that Government should consider the 
whole question and set up a works which will be able to manufacture all types of 
locomotives that mij^ht be required, Diesel engines, electric engines or ordinary steam 
locomotives.’ ’ 

Pandit Njiakrntha Pas : What about technical skill ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhanunad Zafrullah Khan : Hy tliis time the 
House will realise . 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : They can do nothing. 

The Honourable Sir Muiiamniad Zafridlah Khan : With regard to 
electrification, jirogress is being made in certain directions. It is possible, 
it is even jjrobable, that it will be pushed forward, especially as the hydro¬ 
electric i-esources of the country continue to be developed. 

Mr. M. Asaf All (Delhi ; tSeiieral! ; Klectriticalion of what ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Klectvification of 
railway lines. 

Mr. S Satyamurti : By importing railway engines .’ 

The !^~onourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; Evoi with re¬ 
gard to I'.csel engines, wo are in an experimental stage. And what is 
the ehai'} e that the Honourable Member brings against the Govern¬ 
ment i Tiie charge is, why are you not in a position today to estimate 
exactly to w'hat extent you will require electric locomotives, to whit 
extent you will require Die.sel engines, and to what extent you will 
require steam locomotives, so that, on the basis of that, you can set up a 
sort of combined works for the manufacture of all these different kinds 
of locomotives. I would, w'ith due respect to the Honourable the Mover, 
submit that it is impossible, with the material that is at our disposal, with 
any reasonable certainty, to make any estimate of the different types of 
locomotives that would be required during the next ten years. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Therefore, do nothing. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : But one thing 
is certain, and that is that the requirements with regard to steam loco¬ 
motives will be considerably less than what even the Railway Board had 
been led to imagine a few years ago. My learned friend interjected by 
saying, because you cannot estimate these requirements therefore do 
nothing. I hope I have given sufficient material to the House, even 
though 1 have given it in outline, to show that the question is being 
constantly studied . 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: God help us ! 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : And as soon as 
Government are in a position to be able to make a fairly d eflni fn 
estimate, . 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; Wait till the Greek kalends ! 
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The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: .they will 

be able to arrive at some definite conclusion with regard to this matter. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : You will never make up your mind. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : There is one 
aspect of the matter to which my IlonourabJe Colleague, the Finance 
jrembei\ has already made rcrerence, and to which 1 must also draw 
particular attention . 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Of course ! 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruPat Kk?.n : AnA *l is lids. 
This Resolution requires Government to equip their railway workshops 
with necessary additional plant and machinery to ensure 
manufacture of all locomotive requirements. Now, Sir, the Railways, 
subject to the principle to which f have already gi^en expression with 
regard to the purchase of stores, are not in charge, as a department, of 
the economics of the country. "What I mean is. Railways are being run 
on commercial principles, and surely it is not right for Honourable 
Members to expect that if the Railway Department as a department on 
such material as is available to them have come to the conclusion that it 
would not Ikj an economic proposition to set up these w^orks which, as I 
have said, on a very modest scale, and even then depending upon foreign 
material, must cost at least, to begin with, 80 lakhs, they should undertake 
this project ; unless the Railways are certain that there w^ould be an 
adequate and commensurate return, within a certain number of years 
upon their capital outlay, it is no use starting a w’orks of this nature. As 
I have said, the Railways are not charged as a department with pro¬ 
viding work for the unemployed, nor are they charged as a department 
for carrying out experiments in which without regard to cost, as has 
been urged by some Honourable Members, Government should try to 
help either the unemployed of this country or the industries of this 
country. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Whose business is it t 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Tt is tbe bns'ness 
of the Government, and wherever that is possible, Government is doing it. 
As I have said, subject to this principle that ultimately the project should 
be a commercial project yielding a certain percentage of revenue, the 
Railways would be willing. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : They are not paying now^ they are insolvents, 
why not wind up your department 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Another subject 
to which I must draw the attention of Honourable Members is this, that 
in a short time,—I cannot define it more precisely,—^but I think during 
the course of the next two or three years the Railways will be placed 
under the management of a Federal Railway Authority. 

Mr, 8. Satyamurti : That will be the funeral of the Railways. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : And it is the 

concern of the Government to hand over the railw’ay system of India to 
the Federal Railway Authority in a condition not too much hampered or 
burdened by experiments of the kind that have been suggested on the 
floor of the House this afternoon. 
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Dr. Bhagavan Das (Cities of the United Provinces : Non-Muliani- 
inadan llrban) : On a point of information, Sir. The Honourable 
Member will please pardon my ignorance. T understood him lo say that, 
m order to make the existing workshops useful, 80 lakhs more would 
have to be spent. I would like to know if the eight erores, that have 
already been spent, are serving any useful purpose now. How is that 
plant being utilised ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I did not say that. 
I am sorry 1 have been misunderstood. I did not say that, iu order io 
convert the Tatanagar Workshops, 80 lakhs of rupees would be required. 
1 thought I had made it clear, that the Board had come to the conclusion 
that it would be very expensive and entirely uneconomic to convert tlio 
Tataiiagar Workshops, but that a new worksliop for the i)urpose oi 
manufacturing locomotives wouUl cost 80 lakhs. Tliat is my reply to the 
first part of the question put by my friend. With regard to the second 
part, the eight crores spent on the present workshops is serving the 
purpose for which it has been spent. The workshops were set up for 
«*ertain definite purposes, and those purposes are being fulfilled. The 
object of this Kcsolution is that steps should be taken to ecjuip the State 
■Railway Workshops with necessary additional plajit and macbiiiery, 
and I Jiave given estimates which the Board have been able to prepare 
for that definite purpose. 

I shall not attempt to answer at this stage the charges that have 
been levelled freely during the course of this debate at the motives of 
<jOveriiment as well as individual Members thereof. I was extremely 
sorry to hear that tlie view of the opposite side is that ^Members of 
Government on this side, whether Indian or English, were dishonest tools 
of Whitehall. Sir, having come to the conclusion on such material as 
has been available, that the setting up of any such works would be not 
only uneconomical, but, in the present condition of demand for locomo¬ 
tives, would probably lead to the works having to be abandoned altogether 
within a certain number of years, I would certainly be dishonest in the 
discharge of my duty if merely for the sake of propitiating certain views 
I gave my support to any proposal which was likely to place the Railways 
in an unenviable position. That is my position with regard to this 
Resolution. (Applause.) 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : You oppose it ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Yes. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Ohetty : 1 am not much surprised at the 
turn that the debate has taken excepting for the very unfortunate heat 
that has been imported into this debate by the Honourable the Finance 
Member. The only contribution of the Honourable the Finance Member 
to the Indian public and the Government of India seems to be to butt iu 
in any motion, whether it concerns his department or not, and have a 
fling at his pet aversion, the Indian industries. I dare say tha^ in the 
speeches which he has delivered in public and in the Assembly there has 
not been a single occasion on which he did not throw a fling or two at the 
Indian industries and the necessity for the encouragement of those indus¬ 
tries. But I have no quarrel with the view that he has taken. We all 
know where he stands and we are determined to fight his view. But 
apart from that, he has charged me with having made mis-statements* 
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From the manner in which he has charged me, but for parliamentary 
etiquette, he would have merely stated that I was lying. I desire to 
return that compliment to the Honourable the Finance MemlR?r by read¬ 
ing from the corrected version of the proceedings of the Legislative 
Assembly of the year 1927. Mr. K. C. Neogy, speaking on the general 
discussion of the iiailway Budget, made these following statements. I 
know the Honourable the Finance Member is in a hurry to say that 
Mr. Neogy is not the Hansard of Parliament, i shall come to that later. 
This is what Mr. Neogy said. 

Mr. B. Das : Mr. Neogy is an authority on railways. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chetty : 

.wheu !Sir Charles limes took eUtirge oi' ti»is poitiulio, aud ihe hist atuiiipt 

whieh he iiia<le to put tho XiaiLways on a propui basis was to got this House—lather 
the prodccosaor ot this House—to agiee to a progi’.iiuine oi rtuabiiitation to lue 
extent of loU erores of lupces. That was hi Tuat was iollowed by a legislative 

measure (^wUU which the JUonomable the Ftnanec Member is personally familiar) in 
tho House of Commons, the Hast India Loans Bill, and wo find that, while this Bill 
was under discussion, also on previous occasions, the MemlKirs of the House* of 
Commons brought a good deal of pressuro to boar on the Government, and asked 
them to sec their way to expedite tlie railway programme in India. They said, * Here 
is tho report of the Ac worth CommitU'e reeoinmondiiig expansion of the Jiailwa^s : 
what arc you doing? There is unemployment in this land {referring to England).^ 
Mombera of Parliament pressed the Government of India to give efPeet to the policy 
of expansion of the Railways as recommeml»‘»l by the .Vcworih Committee. One 
Honourable Member of the House of Commons put it like this. * Employment might 
then be found for the people there {that to nay India) and that employment might 
again percolate in this country through the supply to India of engines and other 
things they are in need of 

Mr. Neogy then ■went, on : 

“ Sir, it is impossible for any one to go through the proceedings of the House 
of Commons in those days and not to be struck by the insistence with which this 
question was brought up time after time. One Member, whose ire was roused, by the 
fact (7 dare say must have "been the counterpart of the Honourable the Finance 
Member) that some small contract had been placed in Qormany, raised a hue and 
cry, and suggested that the East India Loans Act itself should be amended in order 
to make this impossible in future. Sir, in April, 1922, we find no less a person than 
the Under Secretary of State for India making this statement : 

* To those of my Honourable Friends— 

The statement which I am reading is the statement of the Under 
Secretary of State for India which I have read out in the speech in which 
I moved this Resolution, and which was considered to be a mis-statement 
of fact.... 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : May I rise to a personal ex¬ 
planation. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Ohetty : I shall not yield. He has refused 
when I wanted to rise. 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : But on a personal explanation 
I did give way. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Ohetty ; Very well. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : T never accused the Honnui*- 
able Member of any mis-statenient of the quotation. What I did 
accuse him of—and I would do the same in the case of Mr. Neogy—was 
L173LAD Q 
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the drawing of wrong inferences from the question about Tacts which 1 
was in a position lo know and they were not. 

Blr. Sami Vencatachelam Chctty : 1 did anticipate that the Honour¬ 
able Member would not consider Mr. Neogy accurate enough, and, there¬ 
fore, J am going to quote Sir CiiarJ(‘s lunes s admission tliat Mr. Neogy 
was right in saying ihai. Tiien it is needless for me to read the siaic- 
ment of the Under Secretary of State for India. With regard to tlie 
point that Mr. Neogy may be inaccurate, 1 may road to you this which 
by implication admits that Mr. Neogy’s statement is correct. These 
are the words of Sir Charles Junes : 

“ And let me tell Mr. Neogy, since lie has been rending the House of Commons 
debates to the House, that 1 myself was taxed at the Imperial Economic (^n- 
ference.'' 

The Honourable Sir Janies Grigg : That is not inconsistent with 
what I said. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chetty : Then there is no dirference of 
opinion happily. (Laughter.) 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : If the Honourable Member wants 
me to repeat what I said, it was that the whole discussion in the 
English House of Commons and at The Imperial Economic tVniference— 
I was aetually present at tiie meeting at whieli Sir Charles Lines was 
lackled—was the question whether, if they lunl got orders to place in 
Europe they should place Hiem in England in preferenee to the con¬ 
tinent. That is wliat ! said, aiut the iusinnation of the Honourable 
Member was that the pressure put upon Sir ('harles Lines was to place 
orders in England rather than in India. That is not so. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chetty t There is no insinuation. There 
is an open claim made in tlie rarliament that the East India lioaiis Act 
must he amended in order lo place orders. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : It was not accepted. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chetty : It might not have been accepted, 
but that shows the waA the wind was blowing. When the Under 
Secretary of State said, “ I am thoroughly alive to the issu»* and a])])re- 
ciate the claims made by Honourable Alembers on aceount' of their con¬ 
stituents does the Honourable the Finanee Member mean that he is 
gi*eatei* tlr-ri the Umler Se\'j*etary of State I T do not believe it. T 
have been charged with stirring up bad blood. If anything is far dis- 
ianl from my i<(ea mid object it is this. It is exactly to avoid stirring 
up bad blood by killinjj mdiger.fe.is uulustries and encouraging foreign 
industries that we A\'a7’t tin’s lL*solution to be carried. It is the con¬ 
sistent, insistent ami peisislent speech of the Honourable the Finance 
Member, always disioin-aging the eneonragement of Indian industries 
and also interfering in the jmrifolios of other (JoA^ernment Members and 
pre-judging the ease, that is siirring up bad blood unnecessarily. 

Coming to the Honourable the Commerce Member, I have not much 
quarrel with him. He is a new gentleman. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah F’V'i.n : t h vc ahvavs 
been a gentleman. 
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Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chetty : I never meant it. 1 only meant 
that he is a new Member of this House. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Not that either. 
I have been a Member before. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chetty : As a new Member of Government. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I am not even a 
new Member of Government. I was a Member three years ago. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Ohetty : I am very inaccurate in these 
small and minor matters. However, it does not matter. But I do not 
quarrel with him so far as lie has represented the Government case. But 
the whole trouble is this. In 1921 the Governmeiit made a promise that 
they would equip their railway workshops. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : No. That was 
never said. All that was said was that tenders tor the purchase of 
locomotives would be placed in India. They did not say that they would 
equip their workshops. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chetty : For what purpose 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : They thought 
that the Peninsular Locomotive Company was going to manufacture 
locomotives in India. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chetty : Therefore, they intended at one 
time to encourage the manufacture of locomotives in this country. So 
their policy must have been to go along with that policy until they found 
that it was thorouglil,\ uneconomical by actually puttiiig into practice 
the policy which they have professed, but they do nothing of the sort. 
In 1921 they issued a communique. At every budget discussion the 
matter is being raised by one Honourable Member or otlu'r on this side 
of the House and every time the Railway Board used to i)romise that 
the matter is being looked into. Is that an honest way (»f dealing with 
things. If they were really convinced that it was thoroughly unecono¬ 
mical and tliat it was not in the interests either of the Railways or of 
Indian labour and Indian prosperity, it was quite open to them to say 
so and make it clear that it is impossible to carry ont the policy which 
they at one time thought feasible. They did not do so from 1921 to 
1934. They ke])t (piiet. In 1934 again a hue and cry is raised against 
the policy of the Government and the Commerce Member said on that 
occasion that he was examining the subject and that his conclusion 
would be published within a few months. By that time I dare say the 
Hononrahle the Cc^minerec Member knew the reply that he would have 
had to give on account of other considerations, namely, to stop the 
policy of manufacture of locomotives and engines but he did not say 
so. Even in the Railway Finance Standing Committee wo were told 
that the matter is being examined afid it is now stated that it is prac¬ 
tically impossible to do so. Well, Sir, we are not willing to take that 
statement merely because the Government has said so. Let us have 
the opportunities of examining the data upon which they have come to 
this conclusion. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : You are welcome 
to do so. 

L173LAD o2 
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Mr. Sami Vencatachelain Ohetty : Give us tins opportunity and if 
you had given us this opportunity before this motion was tabled and 
convinced us that the case of the (UmTiiiiient was sound, we would not 
have tabled this motion. But you keep everything in the dark. At 
least you arc afraid to publish these things, lest they should be 
critically examined and the case of the Government exposed. Now, 
Sir, I do not want to weary either the Honourable the Goinmeree 
Member or this House by quoting examples of countries, having a smaller 
demand for locomotives, having their ov/n workslujps. The Honourable 
the Comme'rce Member himself must be apprised ot* that information as 
to how other countries are getting their supplies fulfilled. Is it suggest' 
ed that India alom* should be the country which should depend upon 
foreign supplies, when every other eoujitry, whatever its r(*(iuirements. 
can have its own workshops. If so, it is only a eredulous public that 
can accept this statement, Avithout critieally examining the basis upon 
which it is made. The ilononrable the Finance Member, I am afraid, 
has attempted to kill two birds with one stone. He not only prejudiced 
the case for the railway workshops being cqui])pod for tlie construction 
of locomotive engines but also nd'erred to Indian industries generally. 
He has laid down a policy today, that he is not going to accept any pr(»- 
position for taking up and encouraging any industry which will not 
produce articles at a price Avhieh can compete Avith imported artieh s. 
I suppose that wns Avhat lie said. That is tlie ])roposition A\diieh he 
should bring forAvard Avhen a suitable oi)portunity arises and then it 
will be time enough for us to discuss that in detail. It Avill be unjust 
on the part of the Honourable the Finance Member to give expression 
to such ipse dirifs, knowing as he does the vicAVs of this Assembly and 
I hope that this Assembly will take an early opportunity to contradict 
the ipse dixits of the Honourable the Finance Member. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The (|uesti(m 
is : 


* ^That this Assembly roeommonds to the Govemor General in Council that 
immediate steps be taken to equip State Railway WTorkshops with necessary additional 
plant and machinery to ensure manufacture of all locomotive requirements within the 
Railway Workshops.'^ 

The Assembly divided 
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»Sak.sra.i, Mr. Moli;*u D;d, 
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V’aiiiia, Mr. B. B. 
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The motion was adopted. 


Dal (hand. Captain Tlao Bahadur 
t'haudhii. 

Leatdi, Mr. F. 

Iah‘, Mr. D. J 
Listor, Mr. T. 
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Sirenr, TJm Iloiiourablo Sir Nripendra. 
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At tills sliig'h Mr. N. AF. doshi rose to his tVet to move his Resolu¬ 

tion. 


Mr. President (Tlie Jlonoiirahle Sir Abdor HobinO : Order, order. 
Tlie riiuir (’^iniot :il]()\v ;Miy more Resolutions to be nioVed today, as 
there is no tinu‘ lel't Or. Khpii Saliib. 


MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

Bombing op Women and (Children in the Trans-Frontier Villages 
BY THE Indian Army (Air Force). 

Dr. Khan Sahib (Nortti Wes( Fronlii-* Province : Oenenil) : Sir, 
4 p.M. I move : 

“ That the House do now adjourn.’’ 

Sir. I am going to speak on this motion and to lay before tlie House 
all the facts v/hich are in my possession. It is for the House to condemn 
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or justify tlic action of tli s so-called civilized Government. As for 
myself, 1 am convinced that tiie whole sysiein is immoral, it is based 
on discrimination and exploitation which leads to indignation and ul¬ 
timately brings about its own destruction. J am sure that the treaimenr 
which this Government are meting out to tlie Frontier tribesmen today 
is enough to bring about its end in the very near future. To say that 
I can lay before the House the exact number of women and cliddren 
killed, buffaloes, cows and goats destroyed, liouses of the poor ratlians 
(and by house you should understand the mud hut in which they iivej 
destroyed, will be not true and I Avill be de'^iating from the corrtci line 
and will be adojiting the methods of a faKe propagandist winch is not 
my creed. Sir, on the 19th of August, above rhe Gaiidab valley, 
aeroplanes began bombing the houses of the trans-Frontier tribesmen. 
As for giving them notice, tlie hrst notice Avhieli 1 saw personally in the 
Peshawar press was published on the 22nd of August. You hear again 
and again Government declaring in thinr communiques that they warn 
the y)eople to get out of their houses, but 1 can assure you that the lirst 
warning they get is the first bomb which is dropped on them Vjy T e 
aeroplanes. What 1 say is an absolute fact. As soon as this w^aniing is 
dropped on them which may cost them some lives, some of them do clear 
out of their houses, but others stay, and this will be appreciated by those 
who know the Pathan mentality, they hate to leave their houses, 
because all tliat they possess is round about them in their houses, and 
they would rather like to be buried in them than leave them. So they 
remain in their houses, and this barbarous action of the Government does 
not frighten tliem. They prefer death in their own houses like brave 
people, and let me ask you where can they go ? Everyone has not got 
evcJi a mud hut there. Auyhow, they have got to face the destruetK-n 
and why should they uot face it in their own houses. In this connection, 
let me tell you that when the Orman aeroplanes were flying over 
London and though tliey had given the assurance that th<w will nevci 
bomb the civil population, an awful panic was caused among the peopb 
ther«\ and as they rush^vl out for .safety, T remember that on one oeeasior 
at the Liverpool underground tube station nine peo])le were cruslied tc 
death. So, you could imagine the feeling of the people here whei 
bombs arc dropped whoji the mere ap])earance of aeroplanes ovei 
London creates such panie though their .anti-aircraft guns were firiuji 
for their defence. Also there were some aeroplanes in London which 
went up to fight for their defence. But what is the ease here ? Tht \ have 
no anti-aircraft guns and you can drop bombs on them without any feai 
and without taking mneh risk. Besides, the aeroplanes fly so higii thai 
they cannot be hit and are out of the range of the ordinary rifle. T will 
tell you how indiscriminately they drop bombs. They dropped one bomb 
on a Qafla beyond Mati.as which is not very far fnmi this scene of action 
and had damaged many people. In one case tliey dropped a bomb on one 
of their own informers who was killed and you will never know auytliing 
about that man because his life was only worth eight annas. The only 
thing that some people might know vrill be that his dependants will be 
condemned both by the Government and the people of that part. Then, 
there is anotlier Ihiiig T would like to tell yon. On the 26th of August 
they dropped a bomb at a place which is very close to a piece of my laud. 
Luckily the bomb dropped into a muddy ground aind did not do any 
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damage. So, you can see how this bombing is going on. All these aeiT- 
planes pass over my village when they go tor l>oinbing purposes and 
1 know how many of them, go at night and liow many during the day. 
Now, Sir, 1 want to bring to the notice of the lIoust"> the real facts why 
these c<'nditions are civated. I will ju.st road (Uit to the House a coni- 
munique of the Government and then I will explain it because it is very 
deceptive. The communique reads thus : 

“ About 21st July a lashkar of Upper Mohmands under Ghulam Nabi, son of 
the late Chaknaur Mullah, crossed the border into Gandab and attacked the Halim^ai 
Mohmands. The latter assisted by detachments from the Musa Khcl and Tarakzais 
succeeded after heavy fighting in driving the hostile lashkar across the border inflicting 
casualties which are reported to have numbered about 20. Gandab is now clear of 
hostile lashkars and the situation is at) present quiet. It is unlikely however that 
Ghulam Nabi will accept this def(*at and further attaeks on the Halimzais arc feared. 
It has therefore been decided to send a eolurnn into the Gandab valley to assist the 
Halimzais and in connection with this move to cimstruet a track fit to carry M. T. 
from administered territory into Gandab. Thi re is no intention of keeping troops 
permanently in the Gandab valley and they will be withdrawn as soon as conditions 
return to normal. It is hoped that its presence will have the, effect of deterring the 
upper Mohmands from further incursions into Gandab and will also have a steadying 
effect on the tribesmen in Bajaiir where Government have demanded the surrender of 
three agitators who have recently been attempting to disturb the peace of th.* 
country. * * 

Now, Sir, all these tribes are not in the British territory. Wheii 
they have trouble amongst themselves, what right the Government have 
to interfere with them. There is a man who was unknown. He is a 
Halimzai. The Government took him into their hands and gave him 
money. They made him a i>ig Malik and provided him with service rifles 
and eneouraged him to fight the tvihosmen. T hope 1h(^ Forr’gn Secre¬ 
tary who eonies from Peshawar knows the man. Althougli in all pro¬ 
bability ho will not like to mention his name, T think he will realise in 
his onn heart that what T am saying is true. Sir, this road was made. 
What for ? Did these perqde go and attack British territory r That, you 
are not told. Wliy all this false propaganda of the tribes disti.rhing 
the British area ? They never do so. Tn every case of disturbance, it is 
the Government that take the first .step. The Government destroy (heir 
homes, they interfere with their inloriial affairs. Sir, .supi'ose a nvm goes 
into your house and takes away some things from ^’^o^lr house. If you 
have got any power to kick him out, do yon think yon will keep quiet ? 
That is the vliole one'tioTi. The ])()int is that Government are always 
making in:*oads into their territoiy without any provn^afion on the 
part of Ihe Iriho'-. Th(' Government provoke these irihesnien and liieii 
tiny ereale trouble. Theiv« is nnotlier noint which T have already referred 
to and which yon «honld veiMeinher, that is. that tlie interpreters between 
these trib(‘siTien and the British Goveimmciit are corrii])!. (Hear, hear.) 
It is these interpreters that create the trouble for economic purposes. 
They want to make money by creating this mischief. T may tell you, 
Sir, that every Political Officer knows this, but he has not the courage 
to confess ihis. (Shame, shame.) I suppose his political position does 
not allow liim to tell the truth. Sir, I know personally some of these 
Assistant Political Otficers who make money on thf‘s«^ oeca.^.ions. I may 
tell you that some of the British officers are afraid of these Political 
Agents. 

Now, Sir, coming to the road that was nuade, may I ask. Sir, what 
was the idea in making a road ? The pt^oplo on the Frontier are left 
to wonder what is the idea of the British in making these roads. The 



380 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[4th Sep. 1936. 


[Dr. Khan Saliib.] 

people on the Kroiitior think that the British are going to extend this 
road to Aavuayai and from tliere straiglit olP tio Khar, Munda and Barwct 
connecting it with Chakdauf, Ckitral road. It is for that purpose that 
the Government are creating tJiis situation. If so, why not be straight- 
forAVjrd and say so, why make the poor i>eople fight fur notliing. Why 
not have an horn si ])ci>oj‘ as an Agent, and wliy not have an lioiu-st 
underslaiidiiig 

The Honouiable Sh* Kripendra Sircar (^Leader of the House) ; I rise 
to a point of order. The adjournment motion refers to a s])ecifie mat ter, 
that Is 1o discuss die nialter of tlie bombing of women and children on 
Ihe Fiontier. But tlie Honourable jMcmbcr now seeks to discuss tlie 
whoie policy of Government in the Frontier. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Ivahini) : The Chair 
understands Honourable Member dors not want tc go into tlie general 
Frontier policy and tlmt he was sajdng that this bombing has taken place 
in pursuance of a certain plan of the Government. 

Dr. Khan Sahib : 1 am ‘.'•eing inio tlu* whoh* affair »vi1h a view to 
giving (lie House the correct information as tn how this bombing is 
brought about. (Hear, hear.) I want to- tell the House as to what is at 
the bottom of this whole affair, as to what is the real cause of all this 
trouble. I submit, Sir, tliat unless you know the real cause, you cannot 
pass judgment on tiio effect. I llic n“d cause is known, tlic House 

cannot decide whether the action of the Government is right or wrong. 

Mr. Pr‘2sidert (Th“ Honourable Sir Abdiir Rahim) : The Honour¬ 
able McmDer has only one minute more left. The time limit is fixt d at 
15 minutes. 

Dr, Khan Sahib ; I have gut much to say, and I hope you will give 
me a iVw minute^ more. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Honour¬ 
able Member must fiiiisli within his time limit. 

Dr. Khan Sahib : Then, Sir, I move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Motion moved : 

“ That the Iloiiso do iioav adjourn.’* 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham (Array Secretary) : Sir, in dealing with this 
motion on belialf of the military aiithorities, 1 may say at once that, if the 
Royal Air Force were bombing innocent women and children on the 
Fn^ntier, both the/ that is tlie Royal Air Force, and I would agree with 
the Honourable ATember who seeks to condemn that action. But, ^ir, the 
Royal Air Force do not boiiil) women and children on the Frontier. 
Incidentally I may point out—;>nd the Honourable Member should have 
knowm it himself -tliat they are not at present engaged in bombing trans- 
Frontier tribes. Their actir)n is being taken against certain definite 
hostile s(H!tions of tlie tribes in that area which lies between the adminis¬ 
tered border of the North-West F’rontier Province and the Durand line, 
which is the Frontier of India, and not beyond the Frontier of India. 
Now, Sir. it is not for tuc, even if T had the time, to describe the situation 
that has led up lo the present operations or to defend the policy of Gov¬ 
ernment m ordering there onerpti^ms. Thp+ i*^ ?in aspeet of the ease which 
can be dealt with more fitly and far better by ray Ilonourable friend, tlie 
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Foreign Secretary, who I hope will speak later. I am only concerned with 
the action taken by the defence forces, that is to say, in this particular 
case by the lioyal Air Force, in implementing the policy of the Govern¬ 
ment of India ; and I must confine myself strictly to that topic. Now, 
Sir, it is surficient in order to exidain tliat action to say that certain defi¬ 
nite and repeated acts of aggression have wantonly been perpetrated 
against the (iandab road, in the lower ilohiuand area, in defiance of the 
agroeiiic! oluch was made with tin‘ tribes when lliat, road was built just 
\y\o years ago ; and Oov(»ni!‘M“U !mvv‘ d('eided thai niililary o}:eralions 
are necewsary in <)rde]* to disperse those lashkars, to protect the rOad and 
to restore law and order. 1 must ask the House to take it from me that 
no (i('vernji)ent could tolerate the existence of sneli a stale of affairs with¬ 
out taking s(.me action of some kind. Well, Sir, I hat decision liaving been 
taken, ihe (juestion was w'liat action should i)e taken. We now’ liave at our 
disposal both the Army and the Royal Air Force. There are Ilonourable 
Members oj)posite w’h.o Jiave urged us from tinu* lo time to increase the 
strength of our Air Force. 

An Honourable Member : But not to murder ]ieopIe. 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : They would, therefore, probably agree that 
W’e are fully justified in using that Air F4)rce, provided that w^e do so in 
the [)ri)per manner. Now', Sir, tin* great ad\antage that the tribesmen 
have always possessed in the ])a'd in the inouiiiainoiis and remote regions 
that tln\v inliabii is the ad\autaire of inaccessibility ; and the great 
advantage Mial the aii* arm Iuisn given lo u< is that it enables iis to anni- 
iiilale d stance and so to bring it home to llie tribes that their inaccessibi¬ 
lity is. or IS becoming, a thing of liie tjast. in suitable eircnmstances and 
witli pro|)er preeauliojis aiid safegmiKls, the Air Force can be of inesti- 
nuable value. It can save time, it eaii save money and it can be more 
liuinane in tliat it eatises a smaller namlwu’ of easuedtios both amongst our 
own troops and amongst the enemy. Lei^ iis now, tljerofore, eoiLsider the 
conditions in wliieh the Air Force is always: used and in which it is being 
used on tlie ])resen1 occasion. 1 hov»' exphiim'd these general principles 
before, in a debate wliicli took place exactly two years ago today, about 
the bombing of a village kiiow’n as Kotkai, but I think the explanation 
can stand repetition. Well, Sir, in the first place the Air Force can be, 
and is often, used for the dispersal of liostile bodies in the field. The 
nature of the country, it is true, makes it comparatively easy for these 
hostile bodies to take cover, but still elfectivo action can be, and often is, 
taken against theiri from tlie air ; and, as far as T know, no objection has 
ever been raised to such action. In the second place, air action can be 
taken to carry the war into the enemy’s country and to bomb the areas 
from wliicli tliese laslikars have e4ime. But, Sir, if ever, in the process of 
these operations, a village has to be bombed, it is an invariable practice to 
give at least 24 hours’ notice. These notices are dropped in ithe village 
itself from the aeroplane and no bombing takes place until at least 24 
hours after the notice has been dn)pped. There is thus ample time to 
remove women and children and valuable ])roperty from tlie village, and 
in practice, we know that the village is generally completely evacuated 
before the bombing takes place. In tlie third place, Sir, when it is a 
question of bombing areas rather than of lK)mbing hostile bodies actually 
in the field, there is no such thing as indiscriminate bombing to which the 
Honourable Member opposite referrcnl. 
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Dr. Bhagavan Das (Cities of the United Provinces ; Non-Muham¬ 
madan Urban) : Sir, on a point of information, may I ask why, after a 
village has thus been com])letely evacuated, it should be necessary to drop 
bombs on it ? 

Mr. 6. E. P. Tottenham : If the Honourable Member will kindly let 
me proceed Avith my s])eech, I Avill endeiavoiir to explain that. I Avas 
saying that Avhen it is a (luestion of dropping bombs on an area rather 
than of bombing of hostile bodies in the field there is no such thing as 
indiscriminate bombing. EA;ery aeroplane that goes up for tlie i)urpose 
of bombing an area is provided Avitli a map on Avliieh the precise target 
to be aimed at is marked clearly ami a photograph is taken of every bomb 
that is dropped for that jnirpose in order to see whether that target was 
hit or not. And that, Sir, provides a very effective check against indis¬ 
criminate bombing. Lastly,—and T Avill now meet the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber's point,—it is by no means ahvays iiecessarj^ or desirable to bomb or 
destroy houses even in a village that has been completely evacuated. A 
bomb or tAvo may be drop]K*(l in the vicinity of the village merely to Avarn 
inhabitants that it is still unsafe for them to return to their habitations 
and so in course of time, sometime^s rpiiekh and sometimes not so quickly, 
the discomfort caused and oconr*mic pressure does eventually induce sur¬ 
render Avithout any serious loss of life. Now, Sir, if that form of AA’arfare 
can be effective,— I do not claim that it can be always effectin all 
circumstances or that it is ahvays suitable,—but if in certain circumstances 
that I'orm of Avarfare can be effective, then 1 do maintain that no one can 
criticise it on the ground of its being inhumane. Any form of Avarfare 
Avhicli secures the object in vieAV Avith less loss of life and less expenditure 
of money must have a great deal to commend it ; and I, Sjr, for one 
cannot comprehend the mentality of those Avho profess to be horrified at 
the idea of killing a fcAV of the enemy but seem to pay no attention to 
loss of life amongst our oaati Indian and British soldiers, and who see 
nothing monstrous in the idea of discharging a shell or a bomb from the 
muzzle of a gun or a howitzer up into the air and thence e\’entually into 
a village but wdio hold up their hands in horror Avhen practically the same 
bomb is carried by an aero})!ane and drof)ped on precisely the same target. 

Noav, Sir, to turn to tlie p’ro'cnt operations. In the present opera¬ 
tions the Royal Air h’orce arc co-operating Avith the Army ; they are not 
carrying out operations on their own. The Army has advai cod up the 
Qaiidab road and in co-opeiution the Boyal Air Foree they have 

repelled alta('ks from t]jos(» lashkars in the field and have inflicted a 
certain number of casualties. In the ineamvhile, other aeroplanes have 
proceeded further afiehl and hy the sort of action that I have just des¬ 
cribed they h,ave been carrying out a blockade of the areas on which the 
lashkars are based. A foAv viragos have actually been bombed, but in this 
case more than the usual notice has been given. The bombing notice was 
actually issued on August 17 and bombing operations did not commence 
until Augusi 10. l\Iore(»\-er, ii> some of these villages AA^hich have been 
bombed particular targets liave been selected,—^the houses of well-known 
leaders of these hostile bodies, ft is possible, I do not deny it, that a few 
casualties may have been caused in this process, but we have no official 
information that there have been such casualties, much less that there 
have been casualties amongst A\^omen and children ; and I notice that the 
Honourable Member who moved this motion had no definite information 



MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 


383 

on that subject himself. But the j)oint I want to make clear is that, in 
carrying out blockading operations ot this kind, it certainly is not the 
intention to cause loss of human life. To my mind, as 1 said before, the 
great value of the Jioyal Air Force on the North-West Frontier is that 
it is gradually depriving the tribesmen of the advantages of inaccessibility. 
As the realisation of that Joss is borne in upon them, so sve may hope that 
the cori’esponding advantages of accessibility will be realised and that they 
will begin to wisl) to exchange a life of a<lverdure and disregiird for order 
for a more orderly existence ; that they will ])egin to ask for proper com¬ 
munications and to follow' peaceful pursuits. If the aeroj)lane could be 
regarded as the forerunner of the homely inotor-hiis,—and I am sure that 
all Honourable Members here will agree with me tliat there can be notliing 
more civilising or more civilised than that respectable vehicle,—then I am 
sure that Honourable Members opposite would not be so ready to criticise 
action by the Air Force on the Frontier, but instead would learn to welcome 
it. 

Mr. K. L. Qauba (East Central Punjab : Muhammadan) : Sir, I 
think we can congratulate Dr. Khan Sahib on having found an adjourn¬ 
ment motion which can be discussed on the floor of the House. (Laughter.) 
We can equally congratulate the Army Secretary on having boldly come 
and faced the Hous(' instead of seeking the shelter of a Viceregal veto. 

I'he point in justification of the bombing of villages that the Honour¬ 
able Member, who has just spoken, made was that adequate notice is given 
to these villages before bombing is resorted to. Now, Sir. I wmiild ask 
him this thing. If instead of 24 hours’ notice, a week’s notice were given 
to London to evacuate before it was bombed, would the bombing of London 
be justified 1 After all, is it only a question of notice ? If an act is 
improper and unjustified, according to the canons of international law or 
the H(>-called civilised law of my Honouralfle friend opposite, no amount 
of notice can make an improper act proper. (Cheers.) Sir, we had a 
great deal of criticism of the Germans during the war. They w'ere des¬ 
cribed as barbarians, as Huns, as baby-killers, etc., because they dropped 
a few l>ombs on London. I ask, Sir, are these brave persons, who go up in 
the Beyal Air Force laachines, these brave persons, wdio sit in Simla and 
authorise these acts, are they in a different category from those j)ersons 
who dr()p|)ed and authorise<l bombs on London and Belgium ? I ask, what 
is Hie difference* between the two ? Is it ihe dilfereiiee of the people and 
the cofuitiy' on w'hich these bombs were dropped rather than the nature of 
the persons who dropped those bombs 1 Not many weeks ago, 1 was in 
London walking in Hyde Park on a Sunday afternoon. There w\as a tub 
thumper of the British Empire Society who was haranguing an audience 
on 1h(‘ question of friendship with Germany. He was criticising tlie Prince 
of Wales for saying that we should forget the deeds of the War .‘jnd make 
friends with the Germans. He said : ** How can we make friends with 
these people ? How can we shake hands with these people, who dropped 
bombs on innocent w^oinen and children, who behaved in a barbarous manner 
during the War ; how can we shake liands with them ? ” There was an 
Englishman present, not an Indian, and lie stood up and said : “ B\it all 
this is happening in the Nortli-West Frontier of India ? ” The policy, 
therefore, Sir, that my learned friend op[)osite has sought to dofeiul iS 
not a policy that can be defended. The case he has made out in justifica¬ 
tion of bombing of these villages is a very very poor case. In these 
villages you had not only mud huts but you have also places of worship. 
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Bombs are dropped on these places of worship, and these places of worship 
are destroyed. What would my learned iriend say if a bomb is dropped 
on St. Pauls f Docs it make any difference if bombs are dropped on 
St. Pauls, or on a mosque or on a temple i You want to have one code 
for your own acts and aijollier code for the acts of others. 

Sir, I v/iil <l<naiu the House any lony^er. After all, we hoj)e to 
censure the (nneriimeni on this <iuestion. The Government may or may 
not take notice of it. It may be consigned to the record of the limbo of 
the long list of (Jovernment defeats, but, any way the civili/cd world will 
k?iow that, so far as liulicj is eoneenied, India is no ])ai*ty to the barbarism 
of bombiiig iuiioeeii} wimieii and ebikiren. (Ap])Iause.) 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviy'a (Benares and Pioraklipur Divisions : 
N'on-Midnimmadtin liural) : Sir, from wdiat little I know of tlie Army 
Secreti)vy and irom what I have heard from my Honourable Colleagues 
here, I Dunk and I believe, Sir, that he is the most reasonable amongst 
the officials wiio adorn the Treasury Benches oppos.te 

[At this stage, Mr. IM-esideiit (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) 
Vticalod rh(‘ (jhair, wdiieh was then oeeiipied by Mr Deputy President 
(Mr. Akliil Chandra Datta).] 

But 1 was surprised to liear from him this evening that he thought 
that the use of l)oinl».s was justified if that was used for the purpose of 
civilizing a tribe that inhabits the North-West Fnoilier of India. I 
know, Sir, that <luring the War, as has been just said by my Honourable 
Colleague, Mr. Gauba, when bombs were dropped on Ijondon, a hue and 
cry was raised, and soon after the War was over, this cpiestion was raised 
bef<u*e the League of Nalion.s whether the drlopping of bombs on civil 
populatitm would be justified even in wars. So far as 1 remcmb(;r, Sir, 
the League of Nations <leeided that the dropping of l>ombs on civil popula¬ 
tion was a most unjust and improper thing to do. I also remember, Sir, 
that ITis ]\!aje'^ty^s Grovernment then and there pleaded for an exception 
in tlieir favour by saying tliat they would be justified iu tlie use of bombs 
so far as the North-West Frontier of India was concerned. What Avas 
bad for the White races thus became justified and good for us coloured 
people. I knew, Sir, then, that the emergency would be created and that 
ITis Majesty^ Government as well as the tmlian Government would always 
be ready willi their bombs so far as the North-West Frontier was con- 
oerned. Xeitl.er the Army Secretary nor the IIoiioMrabl? the Mover of 
this motion have taken us into their confidence and told tlie House "what 
wa.s the luiderlying motive, what was the chukc of tliis civilizing mission. 
But this much 1 can tell th- House and the TIonourable the Army Sec¬ 
retary, llnat in the year T had information from responsible friends 

that ilicre wa‘; rrojpg to be a miniature war on the North-West Frontier 
of liiflia. 1 am not p.repared to name the pers/ms, because it v,dll be a 
breach of confidence, wliere friends meet they discuss so many things, 
but I am prepared 1o place before the Army Secretary, to prove the 
trutli of my assertion, an ajdicle wdiich I wrote for iny paper the Ahhyudaya 
in 1933, in w'hich I said that Ihere was going to be a miniature war in 
1934 and 1935. T did not mention ihe North-West Frontier for I Avould 
have been hauled up in the name of Official Secrels Act. I could not then 
inejdion all facts relevant to the raid that is being conducted, but 
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the printed article is there, and a reference can be maiic to it, and it will 
be seen that it referred to nothing else but what is going on today and 
wbiQl has been happening during the past months on t!ie North-West 
Frontier. I can very well understand the Honourable the Army Secre¬ 
tary ])leadiiig and defending the use of bombs and proving it to be as 
econojjiical as cf>mi)ared to that of the rifle. In this connection I might 
say that there is a book published in London by, I think, the Daily 
Telegraph Press, and the title of the book is “ Tax Collection by Bombs 
It is menlioued there that in Mesopotamia when those frieiids of ours, 
wlio are bent on civilizing the backward races of the worhi, wanted to 
realise their dues, they used to drop a notice near the defaulter’s hut, 
giving 12 or 24 hours’ notice, and as sbon as that hour arrived, the 
aeroplane would be seen hovering in the sky and it drop|)ed ))ombs on 
the huts of the defaulters. It did not care whether tli<i inmates of the 
house were old people, whether they were women or childreu, whether 
they wei'c confined to bed or what their condition was. My friends, here, 
can well realise that when these friends of ours can drop bombs for the 
realization lof a few rupees, they would easily do much more when there 
is a (]nesli(iii of making roads acquiring territ>ory, and expansion of 
boundary. 1 am very sorry, Sir, that the Army Secretary, for whom 
I have a great regard, should, of all the official Members here, liave taken 
upon hiniisclf the responsibility of laying down this principle that the 
dropping of bombs was the only economical and effeclive measure by 
which he could civilize the backward tribes of the North-West Frontier. 
I can only say that we Indians, who have a civilization of our own, can 
never, never fall in with his views. With these few words. Sir, I support 
the adjournment motion moved by my Honlourable friend, Dr. Khan 
Sahib. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan (Nominated Non-Official) : I 
have great regard and respect for my Honourable friend, Dr. Khan 
Sahib, who comes from the same province as myself and for his senti¬ 
ment and sympathy for the people of the North-West Frontier Province 
for which I have the same too. But I am sorry to say that I cannot 
understand the object of the adjournment motion. If it is for the sake 
of saving women and children from being bombed, he has not given us 
any figures, he has not said a word as to how many women or childreu 
were killed during the recent bombing. So far as my personal know¬ 
ledge goes, there has been no such death. 

An Honourable Member : How do you know f 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan : If there had been any private 
information or official communique or newspaper reports, I would have 
understood his point to be right. But I have not heard anything to 
show that women or children were killed. Secondly, he has not criticised 
the bombing system, which was discussed a few years ago in this House 
and it was properly replied to. If the new Members of thn House want 
to acquaint themselves with it, they can see the deb?des of this House 
(Simla Session, 1933) and satisfy for themselves. 

Dr. Khan Sahib ; On a point of personal explanation. Sir. T have 
said distinctly that women and children were killed, buffaloes, eows 
and goats were killed, houses were destroyed, but I could not give the 
exact number. 

An Honourable Member : The Array Secretary has admitted the fact, 
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Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan : Let me take it for the sake 
of argument. But Dr. Khan Sahib has no personal knowledge ; he was 
simply iiifoi’iiied by some irresponsible people, he himself was not there. 
We know iLat even in newspapers sometimes all sorts of lies for pro- 
paganfla are published. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti (Madras City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : On a 
point of order. Sir. The Honourable Member has no right to say that 
newspapers tell all kinds of lies. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) : 1 am sure, the 
Honourable Member will not repeat it. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan : If the HonouraI)le Member 
wishes to be satisfied by Kissa Khani Gazette, he must see the Khyber MaH. 
It is an English paper and not Urdu, and he can read it. Sir, so far as 
I know tliere have been no casualties amongst women and children, at 
all. (Inlerrnption.) Has any Member got any extraordinary means 
of information ? 

An Honourable Member : Were you in one of those aeroplanes ? 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan : My Honourable friend, Mr. 
Gauba, has stated that 24 hours’ notice or 48 hours’ notice is not 
sufficient, and ho has compared those small villages with London, the 
biggest city in the world. 

Mr. K. L. Gauba : On a point of personal explanaMon. 1 said time 
and noliie are immaterial. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan : The frontier villages are very 
small, and generally for the whole day the people are out, and they 
eoiue f)ac!. on*y iu tiie <‘venings. 24 or 48 hours’ notice is (piito sulficieut 
to Avarn yicoi'le to save themselves, their wives and children and their 
property. There is one important thing to be rememlxu'ed. The 
North-West Frontier Government does not want to bombard the villages. 
It is only when crimes are committed by the tribesmen that Govern¬ 
ment are compelled to take strong measures against them. Tliere are 
two ways of luinishing the tribesmen for their crimes, and that is, to 
send Forors either by land or by air. 

An Honourable Member : Or by sea. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan : There is no sea fortunately. 
It is ibr Matb’as and Calcutta, and for that purpose the [ndiaii Navy 
is being trained. I ask this House that if the Frontier Government are 
compelled to lake strong measures against the tribes, then what course 
should they adopt ? There are two courses open, eitluir by bombing 
or by sending forces by land. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : AVhy not make peace with them ? What is the 
difficnlty ? 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan : We do always try to make 

p^mce. 

Mt\ S. Satyamurti : “ We ” t Who are you T Are you the 
Government ? 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan : When nothing else avails, 
the last resort is to punish them. Then, as I have said, there are two 
ways, one is bombing and the other is to send force by land. By land 
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in more expensive and there is a greater loss of life both to the txdbes 
and to the Indian army, therefore, bombing is more humane, economical, 
quick and eifcctive one. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions : Non-Muham¬ 
madan Kura]) : In what way are the 24 hours^ notices sent i 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan : Papers are thrown by aero¬ 
planes and there is no other notice because people know it very well. 
I would ask the Chair to kindly ask the Opposition not to interrupt 
me too much unnecessarily. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : The best thing is to sit down. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan : I would ask Honourable 
Members not to hear one side* only. They must also hear the other 
side from mt*. To punish the tribes by sending forces by land would 
be very cosily and also would involv’^c a greater loss of life both to the 
tribes and to our Indian Army, which is undesirable from economio 
and humane point of view. If the Honourable Members would only go 
there and see for themselves, they will come to the conclusion that 
bombing is more humane, because there is no loss of life and it is also 
very elieap. It is of very great advantage to India that we should 
save our lives and save our money. 

An Honourable Member : Our honour does not count i 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan : If we send aeroplanes, we shall 
spend only on<‘ thousand rupees, whereas if we send land forces, we 
sliall have to spend one lakh of rupees—mark the dilference please. If 
Honourable Members like Mr. Desai will go to see the Frontier with 
other Con.i*j*(‘s»site Members, they will request the Governmeiit to send 
only nero})I;uies and not land forces. 

Maulana Shaukat Ali (Cities of the United Provinces : Muhammadan 
Urban) : 1 want myself to go tomorrow. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan : In response to the ixciuest 
made by Maulana JShaukat Ali, I would ask him that he should also 
accompany Mr. Bhulabhai Desai and go to the Fi‘«/iilier, ihat there 
should ll()^ be two opinions which is customary with us, Indians, un- 
fo*’tiimit(‘Jy. 

An Honourable Member : Is it an offer on behalf of Government t 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan ; I say that Ave should all go 
together. 

Some Honourable Members : The Honourable Member's time is up. 

Mr, Deputy President (Mr. Akhil (Jhandra Datta) : There is one 
miiuite move. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan ; I must be given the advantage 
of too iiuieh and unnecessary interruptions that have been made. Sir, 
then there is another mistake which my friend, Dr. Khan Sahib, has 
made. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) : The Honourable 
Member s time is up. As it is an adjournment motion, the Chair cannot 
give him more time. 
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Several Honourable Members : I move that the question be now put. 

Mr. J. Q. Acheson (Foreign Secretary) : Before the debate is endu'd, 
I should like to say a few words. First of all, I would like to say that 
r was very much interested indeed, for the first time, io have the 
pleasure of listening to the speech of the Honourable Member from the 
North-West f rontier Province. I must confess, however, that I was a 
little siirj)rised by the general tenor of his remarks, lie rather reminded 
me of a famous character in one of Charles Dickens’ stories, a gentleman, 
I believe, of the name of Mr. Dick, who whatever subject of conversation 
was introduced could not avoid introducing into it the mention of the 
head of King Charles. The head of King Charles appears to the Honour¬ 
able Member from the North-West Frontier Province to be some mythical 
creature in the shape of a Political Officer or political subordinate and 
it is a matter of great regret, from the point of view of accuracy of 
presentment of facts that the Honourable Member cannot keep this 
particular King Charles’ head out of his discourse. I was also very 
interested to hear Mr. Krishna Kant Malaviya’s display of liis powers 
•of prophejiy or of his powers of extracting information from secret 
sources, iiif(>rraation which was not known even to myself and I claim 
to have considerable knowledge of these matters. I should be very much 
interested to know in confidence what were exactly the sources of his 
infoi’malion. 

Seriously, I think it is necessary that the House should turn from the 
presentation of facts made by the Honourable Member from the North- 
West Frontier Province and listen for a little to tlie actual political 
history of the present disturbances, which have given rise to this debate 
—^in other words the recent history of the relations of Government with 
the Mohmands. I would ask Honourable Members kindly to listen to 
these facts with a dispassionate mind and to banish all prejudice from 
their minds and I am sure they will agree with me in the conclusions 
which I reach. The Mohmands—I apologise for a little history—are one 
of the chief tribes in the North-West Frontier Province. They are 
divided roughly into the Upper Mohmands and the Lower Mohmands. 
The Indo-Afghan frontier through the Mohmand territory has never 
been demarcated, with the result that there has been a great deal of 
confusion regarding which of the Upper Mohmands belong to India and 
which to the neighbouring country. The Government of India have been 
engaged in warfare with these Mohmands more than with any other 
tribe on the Frontier, and that is saying a great deal. It was found 
necessary, owing to aggression by this tribe, to send expeditions into 
their country in 1898 and again in 1908. There were further troubles 
with the Mohmands in the succeeding years, and they again came to 
notice prominently at the beginning of the Great War, when they were 
the first tribe to take advantage of the hostilities in Europe to embarrass 
Government. This they did by invading the Pesshawar district and 
embarking on wanton acts of aggression against the people of British 
India. That is a point of view which I would like MembcTs to appre¬ 
ciate, as also the people of the Peshawar district, including the Honour¬ 
able M(jmber for the North-West Frontier Province. Again there were 
iiiVK'^ions in 1915 and 1917 ; these were carried out inulor the aegis of 
a very well-known personage known as the Ilaji of Tiirangzai. I would 
remis'd the House that these operations were carried out not in the 
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hills--there was no question of Government forces advancing wantonly 
into the lulls to lift the tribal “ purdah ”—^but in the plains of Peshawar 
which were invaded by these people. After these operations, the 
Lower Mohmands entered into closer relations with Government and 
entered into engagements which they have on the whole carried out with 
conspicuous loyalty. In the Upper Mohmand country, however, the 
nucleus of hostile activity remained and not onlj' was this the centre 
of the ho.stile activities which were directed against Government and 
against the law abiding people of the Peshawar Distvie.t but it also 
became the centre also of a number of desperate and dangerous outlaws 
wanted on charges of murder, chiefly in the Peshawar district. The 
more dangerous the murder, often of women and sometimes even of 
children, the more welcome the perpetrator appeared to be and the 
mor(! friendly the asylum did he seem to receive. It would have been 
perhaps not. quite so serious a matter if these desperate characters had 
I’emained inactive in their trans-border asylum, as does happen in other 
parts of the trans-border country ; but they did not do so. From their 
centre in the Upper Mohmand country, they proceeded to make a scries 
of raids and incursions, open or secret, chiefly into the Peshawar district, 
for the jmrpose of engaging in robberies, assassinations and abductions. 
These inroads continued and were a constant source of friction between' 
the Government and the Upper Mohmands. Armed i*aids again took 
place in 1927, 1930, 1932 and 1933 and again in 1935. In 1933, in 
order to pi’otcct the lower Mohmands and the law-abiding people of 
the Peshawar district from being invaded by the tribesmen from the 
Upper Mohmand country, Government had to come to the assistance of 
the Lower Mohmands with armed force. Otherwise the lower tribes 
complained that they would be unable any longer to maintain their 
footing and would have no option but to accept the dictation of the 
upper trihe.s. The troops advanced, and a route was made at the 
request of the Lower Mohmands and very largely with their own lab(»ur, 
with tlioir own hands,—so anxiout? were they to get some security from 
those perpetual inroads. 

Prof N. O. Banga (Guntur cum Nellore : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) ; Was it not forced labour f 

Mr. J. Q. Acheson : Not at all, it was verj-^ willing indeed, as I can 
tc.stify mysclC. The road was made and an agree- 
was entered into with the Upper Mohmands, 
very willingly on their side, after a certain amount of hostilities, that, 
provided the road was not carried over into their own country, they 
woidd on their side refrain from attacks against the Lower Mohmands, 
British India, and the new road. This state of affairs lasted until 
this year of 1935. This year a number of particularlj' atrocious murders 
were committed in the Peshawar district by outlaws operating from 
their base in the Upper Mohmand country. Government could no 
longer disregard this state of affairs which Avere becoming extremely 
serious, and it was found necessary to call on the Safi tribe—the tribe 
of the Haji of Tnrangzai—who were giving harbour to these outlaws 
and—also a very unusual thing—giving them an honoured position in 
their tribe, whereas the ordinary outlaw living in the tribal countrj' 
has to eke out a very miserable existence there ; Government, I say, 
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had to call on the Safi tribe to discharge its responsibilities by 
either turning out these outlaws or at least restraining them from their 
criminal activities in the district. No notice was taken, and a certain 
number of the Safi tribe were ultimately arrested and held as hostages 
by Oovernment. The reply to this action was a descent by Badshahgul, 
the eldest son of the llaji of Turangzai, on the Gamhib road with a 
lashkar consisiing of contingents of Upper Molimand tribesmen, to¬ 
gether with some malcontents from the Lower Mohiiiands. The road 
was broken up and attacks were made on posts actually within the 
Peshaw'ar district. The Ghalanai agreement, whereby the Upper 
Mohmands had undertaken to respect the road and to refrain from 
aggression on their neighbours and the District, was thereby flagrantly 
and waul only broken. To repel this aggression, Govornmoni have had 
to move troops into the Gandab valley, and they are now engaged in 
operations in order to prevent a recurrence of this aggression. Honour¬ 
able Members will see from this accoiint, which I have made as brief as 
1 can, that the whole history of this tribe has been one of wanton and 
repeated aggression, (Voices of “ Oh ! Oh ! and from all this and 
particularly from these recent events it is quite evident—and I think 
the entire House will agree with me—^tliat it was incumbent on Gov¬ 
ernment to take action to remove the immediate threat to the traftic 
on the road, including the traffic of Upper Mohmand tribes who are 
the chief users of the road, and the menace to the Peshawar district. 
Government had to take lliis action, and if they had not taken this 
action, (hey would have been failing in their duty. Now it is a ques¬ 
tion whether minimum action to remove the immediate menace is suffi¬ 
cient or whether it is not necessary to take such ac^^on as will prevent 
any future recurrence of these repeated inroads—so expensive to life 
and property. I think in a question the other day by tlie Honourable 
Member from Madras he referred to the “ cat and mouse policy '' of the 
OoveriimeiJi. If by that ho meant that Government, instead of making 
what is known as burn and scuttle expeditions, should grasp the 
nettle firmly, then there is a good deal to be said for that point of 
view. 


Prof, N. O. Ranga : Make an honest peace with them ! 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan : If they do not make peace with 
us, what shall we do ? 

Mr. J. 6. Acheson ; The question is whether Government are really 
to surrender 1o these constant acts of aggression committed in recent 
years under the leadership of well-known murderers and outlaws. I 
have here a few details. I should like to read out an account of the 
acfivities of some of the people at present living under the Iliiji’s patro¬ 
nage ill this nest of outlaws in the Safi country. These are just a few 
at random : 


“ On the 27th May, 1934, Bahadur Shcr of Tamab in Peshawar District crept 
up behind one Aziz-ur-Rjihman, with whom B.ahadur Shcr was at enmity, while Aziz- 
nr-Rnman was ploughing with another man railed Nauroz. The murderers shot at 
both men and succeeded in killing Nauroz. The murder was particularly cold-blooded 
as the culprits had no enmity Mdiatever with Nauroz, but onlv shot him as he happened 
of Aziz-ur-Rahman. Bahadur Sher then absconded and took refuge 
with the Haji at Lakarai. Hiibseqiiently in September, U)34, ho came down agaS 
to the Peshawar District and waylaid a Sikh marriage procession. A lorry driver was 
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wounded and oUe of the male pasHeiigcrs was shot dead. The womenfolk were treated 
mercilessly, one girl having her wrists dislocated by the outlaws while they were 
wrenching off her bangles. 

I do not wish to take up too much of the time of the House, and I 
will give only two more of the instances 1 have marked here. One of the 
outlaws. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali (Delhi : General) : May 1 know what exactly 
docs the Honourable the Foreign Secretary mean by “ outlaw ” T 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : An outlaw is a man who has committed an^ 
offence in British India and who I’efuses to surrender himself to 
justice. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali: He is not a British subject i 

Mr. J. Q. Acheson : Yes, he is a British subject. 

Then, ijher Afzal (the accomplice of Nauroz already mentioned), 
after absconding joined the gang of the notorious miscreant Chimnai 
who was being harboured by the llaji of Turangzai. On 16th Novem" 
ber, 1934, he accompanied the gang when they ambushed a police 
patrol killing one constable and wounding three others. Some weeks 
later the gang including Sher Afzal wreaked its vengeance on the 
whole family of a Lambardar who had helped the police, by murder¬ 
ing a man, a woman and a child aged 12 years, and wounding three 
olher children, one a baby of two years. The gang then returned to the 
asylum afforded by the Haji. 

Prof. N. O. Ranga : Do you swear by it all f 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : I have got full particulars of all these cases 
here. The most notorious is that of Mahmud, who last year at Mardan 
took a little boy into an out-house to cut his throat and then murdered 
two defenceless ladies while they were tending the sick. I have 
always heard that Dr. Khan Sahib is a man w’^ell-known and respected 
for his charity and humanity in the N.-W. F. Province. I believe 
he keeps a dispensary in which he attends to the sick free of charge. 
(Loud Applause.) But, Sir, from the facts which I have just recited 
to the House, I fear that politics have brought the worthy Doctor into 
rather bad company. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Bad company ! 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) : The Honour¬ 
able Member has one minute more. 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : Well, I would just say this, that it is quite 
clear that action has to be taken ; and I think everyone wiU agree 
that the action to be taken should be action which is the most economi¬ 
cal of the lives of our own British and Indian soldiers and also of the 
tribes- -people themselves ; and I think my friend, the Army Secretary, 
has in his speech amply established that this action involves, as an 
essential ingredient, the use of air power under proper regulation and 
control. (Loud Applause.) 

Mr. Bhnl&hhai J. Degai (Bombay Northern Division : Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural) : Sir, I regret very much that in the enthusiasm of 
4,cfeuding his position and in his very fii^ maiden speech, if 1 am not 
mistaken, the Honourable the Foreign Secretary should have Massed 
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us by one comprehensive name of what he ealled * bad company . 
I am extremely gflad, however, that the bad company. 

Mr. J. 6. Acheson : On a point of personal cxplatiation, Sir, I was 
not referring to the Honourable Member's Party. 

Mr. Bhulabhai J. Desai : Sir, I would not have intervened in this 
debate but for the fact that from our point ol view this particular 
matter involves a question of principle, on which, thouf^h we may 
not have the power and the authority to enforce our views and our 
decisions, God willing, some day we shall do so. 

The question that is involved in this is this—Ihe propriety of the 
use of bombs and instruments of that character during semi-warlike 
or warlike operations on civil population. It is a question on which 
I have no doubt—and I have studied it to a certain extent—opinions 
have differed at many conferences including the Disarmament Con¬ 
ference where, if I am not mistaken. Sir John Simon was not pre¬ 
pared to assent to that broad proposition. It is perfectly clear and 
there is no doubt in the matter that there are people who stanrl for 
that view and it is, therefore, up to us who stand for that view to 
assert it to the extent to which we can, whether wc can actually stop 
it or not. The issue before the House is not whether this particular 
expedition should have been undertaken or not. It is an entirely 
wrong view' of the present motion before the House. In fact, on the 
one hand, both my honourable friends opposite and the Chair ai’c very 
keen on confining us to the one particular m»attcr- am repeating the 
words of my honourable friend opposite—but wdien it suits them they 
lay themselves out as broadly as they like. Who (‘ver wanted a dis¬ 
cussion on this present occasion whether or not this particular expedi¬ 
tion was justified and yet I venture within the limited time that T have 
got at my disposal to say that the policy on tlie Frontier, considering 
the very history that the Foreign Secretary has chosen to give to this 
House, is one of w^hich w^c have always and constantly complained. 
On his ow’’n shownn^ he?’e is a tribe afrnin d, vdiich. from the year 1908 
to the year 1935, there may have been some grounds for an expedi¬ 
tion but more often it is just an excuse, T believe, for the maintenance 
of the army at the North-West Frontier as being a danger and menace 
to India without which the present expenditure of 58 crores cannot 
be justified. Once you have got an army there is always an inclination— 
almost a justification for its use. and I will presently ])oint that out 
when I deal with the speech, the almost adroit speech, of my honourable 
friend Mr. Tottenliam on wdiich I congratulate him. T almost wish 
he had been a law^yev and not a s<^ddier. Foi*. indeed, the very fact 
that they have got this array is said to bo an excuse for the purpose of 
what ? Each time, he said. >vhen we arc wM’thin our borders, wc must 
take under our wing a little beyond our border. If we have talcen 
them wdthin our wdng. w^e must fly a little beyond that border and 
keen on doing that all the time. In fact, it is this talk of warfare 
which throughout the last 30 odd years has been the only excuse for 
up the arTnaments at th^' exnense of the noor people of this 
country. I would not have referred to this but for the justification 
that was attempted by the Honourable the Foreign Secretary by giving 
the history this evening. 
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[ now come to the real issue. The only issue that is raised on this 
motion is wliether or not, according to the opinion of this House, 
bombing of civil population during an expedition is justified, and I 
believe Dr. Khan Sahib himself has said that we may not have the 
actual control of the direct action of the policy of the Government, 
because, on their own confession, they have dinnonstrated themselves 
to be first irresponsible and, secontUy, demonstrated themselves on 
their own confession to be the agents of a foreign autocrat. That is 
the imsition they have taken up. It is a position of which I make a 
present to them. But the fact remains that so far as the moral res¬ 
ponsibility of any of their acts is concerned, this House will always 
rise to the occasion and assert its opinion even though it may not 
actually be listened to. I know they have got used to these defeats. 
I do not know the meaning of that word. I wonder if it is this that 
the Government in India is going to be eonducted according to their 
opinions and contrary to the feelings and opinions of those who are 
solemnly invited here as the representatives of the people and who had 
to undergo the immense expense of elections under the pretence of a 
representalive Government. I hope and trust that what has become 
with them a habit shall be an exception in the future. I hope and 
trust that this Government if it is ever going to justify itself will 
justify itself only in exceptional matters in differing from the majority 
of the House. If they will not do that, then what will happen is a 
matter the consequences of which will be entirely on their own heads. 
T hope they will not be able to say that they want more and more laws— 
the subiect of a future discussion—in order to put down the awakening 
of national consciousness and in order that we may not be able to 
assert our rights against those who choose to govern this country in 
this irresponsible manner. 

The issue therefore is a grave one. We stand here for this prin¬ 
ciple that whatever may be the peril,—we shall always stand for a 
civilised principle, and, indeed, we are more civilized though we may 
be less scientific and less mechanised. I do claim that we. are certainly 
more civilised. We shall certainly stand for civilized methods even if we 
have to enter upon a war. Therefore, we stand for the principle that even 
during warfare, so far as the civil population is concerned, it shall be 
safe from the ravages of the instruments like bombs that were attempted 
to be used. Now, what was the reply of the Honourable Mr. Tottenham. 
He said that the Honourable Members on this side wanted more aero¬ 
planes and therefore he drew the most extraordinary conclusion that 
those aeroplanes must be used. I think that is the principle of the 
Government of India. They always say “ Bemembcr, we can always 
’di.sregard it though we are not bound to do so ”. Therefore, the 
argument is this : because there are aeroplanes, therefore they must 
be' used. If that is the' argument, I hope and trust that that conclu¬ 
sion will not commend itself to such common sense as wo possess. There¬ 
fore, the fact that we desire more air-arm for our future protection 
against great eventualities will not, I hope and trust, be twisted into 
a .desire or a requirement or a request that it shall be used against 
women and children op the trans-IVontier tribes. In fact, he did not 
deny,bombing of civil population. The only ground on which he justi¬ 
fied this action was notice. Well, I am one of those who believe that 
this is not a matter of notice at all. If it is a matter of notice, then it 
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becomes a very different proposition. Then you wipe out the prin- 
cipJe altogether. Then you achuit the justification of that particular 
use of that arm in those particular conditions and then you leave them 
at the mercy of those who think what is good notice, what is notice 
and what is adequate notice. I am familiar with such excuses. Sir, 
it is practically admitted that bombing was done. All that is said is 
that notice was given on the 17th and the bombing to<fi{ place 
on the 19th and that is all that is said in justification of it. Indeed, 
if you take out the beginning and the end of all the speeches that 
hav(‘ been made on behalf of the Government, all that is said is this : 
))oe.s this llouse stand for this that a notice having been given on the 
17th, bombing on the civil population on the 19th is justified or not. 

[At this stage, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim) 
lesumed the Chair.] 

There is no other issue before the llouse so fqr as I can see. That 
is the only justification that was sought to be given. I further say 
that the economy of it is no excuse. I am not one of those who believe 
that economy justifies means fair or foul. In fact, where is the ques¬ 
tion of economy when we are concerned. There is no economy when 
this country’s administration or expense is concerned. There is no 
question of economy, but some excuse must always be trotted out and 
economy is now trotted out as an excuse for an act which otherwise 
would be held to be wrong. If the act is wrong, it is wrong and no 
question of economy will justify it. I, therefore, say that we are 
amongst those who stand for this principle that the civil population 
shall not be treated in the manner in which it has been done. 

Mr. 6. B. F. Tottenham : 1 began my speech by saying that if it 
were a fact that the civil population were being bombed, I should unhesi¬ 
tatingly have condemned it. But my whole speech was intended to show 
that tile civil population were not being bombed, and, as far as I know, 
there is no evidence before the House that they are. 

hlr. Bhulabhai J. Desai : Well, there is no evidence before the 
llouse that the civil population was not bombed, and if the civil popula¬ 
tion was not bombed, what was the point of bringing in the question.gf 
notice. It is impossible to believe that the civil population was not 
bombed. Why was notice ncce.ssary ? Why was notice pleaded ? To 
whom was the notice given ? Why was the notice given at all f Why was 
it pleaded that two daj's notice was regarded as adequate ? I wish to say 
two thing's. I say that notwithstanding the fact that we may stand, and 
we are prepared to stand, any type of treatment at the neglect, at the 
contempt and at the rejection of every vote wliich wo shall have the right 
to call for, we shall still stand and register our opinions and not only 
roister our opinions, but make the Government of India believe that the 
discretionary power of flouting our opinions should not become tlie habit 
of the rulei’s of this laud. It is against the scandalous way in which the 
opinions of this House have been tueated during the last three months that 
we are here to protest; and whether or not this expedition goes on, whsthm* 
or not many more or many less w'omen and children die by the striking 
of bombs, God willing, we shall not stand he^e in justification of such acts. 
Wc do not care whether it is ecouounc or uneconomic to carry on a war- 
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fare in other ways. In my humble view, it is not justified ; in my 
humble view, it is merel}*’ baiting and keeping up the show that you are 
fighting in the Frontier if only to justify the maintenance of sucli a huge 
armament as a burden on this country. That is my humble view. The 
only issue I stand upon now is this, that neither economy nor notif e shall 
be a justification for the barbarous behaviour displayed by the Govern¬ 
ment on the Frontier, and, by the vote w’e are going lo register, we shall 
show to the Government that this shall not bo done. (Applause.) 

niaulvi Syed Murtuza Sahib Bahadur (South Madras : Muham> 
madan) : Sir, 1 want to congratulate both the Arim Se*ci-i;tary and the 
Foreign Secretary on their having secured the services of our Honourable 
triend, Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Ivhan, who attempted lo support the 
Government cause much more ably and effectively than the two Secre¬ 
taries have done. So our Honourable Major de-CM’vcs llie thanks of tiie 
Government. Now, Sir, my Honourable friend, Major Nawab Ahmad 
Nawaz Khan, poses himself to be a great sympathiser of the Frontier 
people. Every Pathan of the North-West Frontier will exclaim : “ Save 
us from these so-called friends and so-called sympathisers ! Sir, on 
every occasion when the question relating to the North-West Frontier 
comes up before this House, our friend the Nawab Sahib gets up and 
takes delight in justifying every inhumane action on the part of the Gov¬ 
ernment. The Army Secretary wanted to prove that bombing w^as a very 
effective, economic and humane action. But he failed to use superlative 
degree. None could have prevented him from saying that throwing bombs 
was the most effective and most humane action. After the able speech of 
the Leader of the Opposition, no speech, in my opinion, was necessary, 
but I participated in the debate simply to show to the House that the so- 
called sympathetic roprosenlative of the North-West Frontier is not at 
all th(?ir sympathiser, nior is he their representative and tliat the real 
sympathiser is only Dr. Khan Sahib. (Hear, hear.) Again, Sir, he said 
that as one of the olde.st Members of this Assembly he could sa.i and prove 
anything and everything which he has given expression to. But T may 
tell him that I am the oldest Member of the Assembly (hear, licar) and sc, 
my Honourable friend cannot pride himself as being the oldest Member 
of the House which is not at all a fact. What is the meaning of Lis 
criticising the Opposition saying “ you are new^ to tlie Assembly and 
therefore yon mnsi refer to the previous debates that took place on 
previous occasions on this subject I submit, Sir, that every time this 
gentleman comes forward to justify the action of the Government how¬ 
ever inhumane and however unsympathetic and hovrever highly revolu¬ 
tionary such actions may be to tlie sense of humanity. But for the inter¬ 
vention in the debate of my Honourable friend. Major Nawab Ahmad 
Nawaz Khan, I would not have stood up to make these remarks. With 
these few' observations I support the motion for adjournment so ably 
moved by my Honourable friend, Dr. Khan Sahib. (Applause.) 

Sevaral Honourable Members : The question may now be put. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Does the 
Honourable Member, Dr. Khan Sahib, wish to reply ? 

t)r. Khan Sahib : Yes, Sir. Only for a few minutes. Sir, I shall 
begin my reply by saying just a word about the Foreign Secretary. He 
referred to the expedition of 1897. I think by that he meant the Mala- 
kand-Chitral expedition. t 
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Mr. J. 0. Acheson : J rise to eoi root a poi}it of fact, Sir. 1 referred 
to the MoJjinand operation of 1898, not the Malakand-Chitral expedition. 

Dr. Khan Sahib : The llniioorahle Member referred to events after 
that expedition. 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : Wliat all I said was in connection with the 
Mohmand operations. 

Dr. Khan Sahib : Well, Sir, the Government made an agreement with 
the Malkand tribl^s. 1 will tell you how they make their agreements 
witli the tribes. They made an agreement with the tribes with whom 
they are now at war. They said in that agreement of 1897 that Govern¬ 
ment would never interfere with their internal affairs, that the Govern¬ 
ment W’ould never go near their land. Now, you have seen it, Sir, how 
they nave bombed Agra- 

Mr. J. 6. Acheson : With which tribes are you dealing now ? 

Dr. Khan Sahib : Just near the Malakand. As f al/emly Kind, it Is 
all a question of foreign policy. Now tl\e Govcrnmenl have made a 
road and they have taken their land. By this action of Government 
that agreement has gone to pieces. The agreement which the Govern¬ 
ment draw np is always an agreeinoiri of the oppre.<-^or. What they say 
must be rigid. There is no argument allowed and when an agreement 
is made, the other party has to obey it implicity, though the Government 
may disobey certain parts of the agreement. It is by force that tlie 
Government enforce these agreements and the tribesmen are always dis¬ 
satisfied. 

Another point, to which I wh>h to refer, is the question of outlaws. 
They have got on the Frontier, the Scouts, the Militia, the Khassadars 
and the Frontier Constabulary : with all of them they cannot protect us 
from these outlaws. I say that the fault lies with the police in many 
cases arid they are supposed to be in league with the outlaws. It is said 
thaL th(^ police take a share in the loot of these outlaws. 

Mr, J. G. Acheson : King Charles’ head again. 

Dr. Khan Sahib : Anotlier thing which he referred to was about 
the coi*i*up1ion on the Frontier. He says, there is one corrupt man on 
the Frontier. I will ask the Foreign Secretary to think over this matter. 
I do not like to say things in this House which may not be true. Let ttr' 
Govei’nment appoint a committee to go into the question of corruption 
and put me as a member on it. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The House is 
not douling Tvith the question of corruption in the Frontier. 

Dr. Khan Sahib : It was the Foreign Secretary that first referred 
to it. The Government had appointed a committee for investigating into 
the corrupti'on, and, as soon as they read my speech in the Assembly in 
Delhi, they kept (piiet about it and the committee has not come into exist¬ 
ence yet. So, Sir, I say, if the Government are sincere, they can come to 
an honest agreement willi ihe tribes. 1 assure the Government thal 
evejrylhing will be alright jirovided they use the right means, because 
the triocs aie an honest lot, tlicy arc the most straighlforward people aiid 
they are always afraid of the Political Department, who say one thing 
and do another. That^is the difficulty. 
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NoW| 1 come to tho Army Secretary. 1 think he aaid that a warning 
was gjven on the 17 th. 1 am not aware oi it. in what way did they 
give notice 1 Did they send a motor car loaded with pamphlets i 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : The warnings were drop]>ed I'lom aero- 
plouos and they were ahio communicated verbally. 

Dr. Khan Sahib : In what language was the pamplilet issued ( Who 
was there to read them out to the men ? They are all illiterate. Another 
thing iS| did the Army Secretary send motor cars and aeroplanes for 
their luggage and babies and cattle to be removed in two days t They 
have no conveyance but have to walk. They have to carry their loads on 
their backs. 

Ml*. J. O. Acheson : Sir, on a point of fact, tliey publish a new's- 
paper in Pushtu and English. 

Dr. Khan Sahib : 1 am veiy sorry that the Foreign Secretary does 
not know that the Mohmands are absolutely illiterate. He may be talk¬ 
ing ol* those people who come and live in this country but there 1 think 
they cannot ]*ead anything. Of course they read the Quran but they do 
not understand it. 

As for my Honourable friend, the Nawab Sahib, the less said the 
better. He is an adopted child of the Government (Laughter) and^ 
whether right or wrong, he must stand for his nation. But, luckily for 
us, and unluckily for the Government, his speeches are so self-condemned, 
—that it requires no answer. 

2Sj. President (The Honourable Sir Ahdur Rahim; : The question 
is : 

** That the House do now adjourn.^' 

riic Assembly divided : 

07. 

*'Adron, Mr.'Samuel. 

Abdul JMatiu Chaudhury, Mr. 

Abdullah, Mr. H. M. 

Asaf All, Mr. M. 

Ayyangar, Mr. M. Auanthasayanam. 

Azhar All, Mr. Muhammad. 

Ha Si, U. 

Hanerjea, Dr. P. JN. 

Haqui, Mr. M. A. 

Hardaloi, Srijut N. 0. 

Hhagavan Das, Dr. 

Chattopadhyaya, Mr. Amarendra Nath. 

Chettiar, Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam. 

Chetty, Mr. Sami Vencatachelam. 

Ohundor, Mr. N. 0. 

Das, Mr. B. 

Das, Mr. Basanta Kumar. 

Das, Pandit Nilakantha. 

Datta, Mr. Akhil Chandra. 

Desai, Mr. Bhulabhai J. 

Deshmukh, Dr. G. Y. 

iCssak Sait, Mr. H. A. Sathar H. 

FazM-Haq Piracha, Khan Sahib Shaikh. 

Gadgil, Mr. N. V. 

Gauba, Mr. K. L. 

Ghiasuddin, Mr. M. 
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Ghulum Hhik Nairang, Syed. 

Giri, Mr. V.. V. . . 

Govind Das, Seth. 

Gupta, Mr. Ghanshiam Singh, 
llosmani, Mr. S. K. 

.Jedhe, Mr. K. M. 

Jogiiudra Singh, Sirdar. 

Joshi, Mr. N. M. 

Khan Sahib, Dr. 

Kliaro, Dr. N. B. 

Lalchand Navalrai, Mr. 

Maitra, Pandit Lakshmi Kanta. 
Mulaviya, Pandit Krishna Kant. 
Manga] Singh, Sardar. 

Mudaliar, Mr. C. N. Muthuranga. 
Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi, Qazi. 
Muhammad Naunian, Mr. 

Murtuza Sahib Bahadur, Maulvi Syed. 
Nageswara Rao, Mr. K. 

Pant, Pandit Govind Ballabh. 
Raghubir Narayan Singh, Choudhri. 
Rajan, Dr. T. S. S. 

Raju, Mr. P. S. Kumaraswami. 

Ranga, Prof. N. G. 

Saksena, Mr. Mohan Lai. 
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ISant Singh, Sardar. 

Satyamurti, Mr. S. 

Sham Lai, Mr. 

Shaukat Ali, Maulana. 

SheodasB Daga^ Seth. 

Siddique Ali Khan, Khan Sahib Nawab. 
Singh, Mr. Bam Naravan. 

Biiiha, Mr. Anugrah rfarajan. 


Sinha, Mr. Satya Nurayan. 
Sinha, Mr. Shri Krishna. 
Som, Mr. Survva Kumar. 
Sri Prakasa, Mr. 

Thein Maung. Dr. 

Umar Aly Sliah, Mr. 
Varma, Mr. B. B. 

Vissanji, Mr. Mathuradaa. 


NOES—44. 


Abdul Aziz, Khan Bahadur Mian. 
Acheson, Mr. J. Q. 

Ahmad Nawaz Khan, Major Nawab. 
Ayyar, Diwan Bahadur B. V. Krishna. 
Ayyar, Bao Bahadur A. A. Venkatarama. 
Bajpai, Sir Girja Shankar. 

' Bhat, Mr. Madhusudan Damodar. 
Blackwell, Mr. J. H. 

Bower, Mr. £• H. M* 

. Ghapman-Mortimer, Mr. T. 

Ohatarji, Mr. J. M. 

Clow, Mr. A. G. 

Crai^ The Honourable Sir Henry. 
Dalai, Dr. B. D. 

Dcsai, Mr. S. P. 

DeSouza, Dr. P. X. 

Gkijapatiraj, Maharaj Kumar Vijaya 
Ananda. 

Ghuznavi, Sir Abdul Halim. 

Graham, Sir Lancelot. 

Griffiths, Mr. P. J. 

Hands, Mr. A. S. 

Hoekenhull, Mr. F. W. 

James, Mr. F. £. 

The motion was adopted. 


Lai Chand, Captain Bao Bahadur 
Chaudhri. 

Leach, Mr. F. B. 

Lee, Mr. D. J. N. 

Lister, Mr. T. 

Lloyd, Mr. A. H. 

MacLachhin, Mr. D. 

Milligan, Mr. J. A. 

Mitchell, The Honourable Mr. D. G. 

Ivlorgan, Mr. G. 

Mukherjec, Bai Bahadur Sir Satya 
Oharan. 

Owen, Mr. L. 

Bajah, Bao Bahadur M. G. 

Kau, Mr. P. B. 

Bow, Mr. K. Sanjiva. 

Sarma, Mr. B. S. 

Scott, Mr. J. Bamsay. 

Slier Muhammad Khan, Captain Sardar. 
Singh, Mr. Pradyumna Prashad. 

Siicar, The Honourable Sir Nripendra. 
Tottenham, Mr. G. B. F. 

Zafrullah Khan, The Honourable Sir 
Muhammad. 


The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Thursday, 
the 5th September, 1935. 
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The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) In the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Cost of India’s Delegation to the International Labour Conference 
AND THE League op Nations. 

122. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
the cost of India’s delegation to the Labour Conference and to the League, 
separately, during each of the la.st five years ? 

(6) lias any member of such delegation, being a Prince or a rich 
merchant, ever declined to receive travelling and other allowances from 
Government ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : (a) A statement is laid on 
the table. 

(&) No. 


Statement shotoing the cost of Indians delegations to the International Lahrmr Conference 
and the Assembly of the League of Nations during the hstfli^ years. 


Year. 

Interna¬ 

tional 

Labour 

Conference. 

Assembly 
of the 
League 
of Nations. 








Rs. 

Bs. 

1930-31 

•• 

•• 

•• 

•• 

•• 

•• 

44,449 

60,662 

1031-32 

. . 


• • 


• • 


43,918 

21,428 

1932-33 

• . 


• • 

•• 

• • 


15,111 

3.710 

1933-34 


• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

14,967 ! 

2,320 

1034-36 

•• 

•• 

• • 

•• 


•• 

*20,900 

t726-16-0 


*Aotual expenditure not available. Figure constitutes revised estimate. 
tActual expenditure not available. A sum of £2,550 has been provided in the re¬ 
vised estimate, and the figure shown above represents the expenditure inourred in India 
only. 
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Rate War in the Coasting Trade of India. 

12v. *Mr. S. Satyi^HUrti : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether they had any correspondence with the Steamer Companies con¬ 
cerned in the recent rate war in the coasting trade of India 1 

(b) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table such correspond¬ 
ence in order to allay and dispel the feeling that Government were power¬ 
less and were unwilling to protect Indian shipping interests f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) It is pre¬ 
sumed that the Honourable Member refers to the rate ^var between the 
Conference Lines and the Small Shipping (Companies on the West Coast 
of India last year. If that is so, the reply is in the affirmative. 

(6) The differences between the Companies were settled by an Award 
made by my predecessor after a Conference of the parties held last Janu¬ 
ary, and Government have no reason to suppose that Indian shipping 
interests feel that Government are unwilling or powerless to assist them. 

Mr. S. 3atyamurti : Has the Honourable Member's attention be.m 
drawn to the recent rate war with regard to shipping in Burma ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The question does 
not relate to Burma. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : The question does not relate to any particular 
place ; it relates to the coasting trade of India. India so far mclades 
Burma. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I should require 
notice of that question. The original question did not make it clear. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Has the Honourable Member's attention been 
drawn, after he took charge of his office, to any such feeling on the part 
of Indian shipping interests, as is referred to in clause (b) oi the ques¬ 
tion ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; So far as the west 
coast lines are concerned, no. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With regard to any other coasting lines, has 
the Honourable Member's attention been drawn to that feeling in 
Indian shipping interests ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : There was some 
correspondence received from a company in Rangoon with regard to thp 
rates on the Burma line. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Has the Honourable Member taken any action 
on that representation ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : As the rate iv ar 
In that instance was found to have been started by the company itself 
which complained, no action was taken. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Is the rate war still going on f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : l have no in¬ 
formation on that. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will the Honourable Member onquiie and find 
out- whether it is going on now 



QUE8TI0KB AND AN6WJBB8. 

Tfae Honourable Bir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : 1 cannot unde**- 
take to do so, but I will look into the matter. 

Applications for PROTEcmoN of Industries. 

124. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
from how many industries they have received applications for protection 
during each of the last five years t 

(b) How many of these cases did they send to the Tariff Board t 

(c) On how many of these have llie Tariff Board reported ? 

(d) On how many of these have Government taken action ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) : 

Number of applications 



received. 

1931 .. 

.. 7 

1932 .. 

.. 11 

1933 .. 

.. 42 

1934 .. 

.. 19 

1935 till tlie ejul of August .. 

7 


((r) and (d)* I would refer the Honourable Member to the 
statement laid on the table of the House in reply to part (6) of Professor 
N. G. l?anga^s question No. 478 on the 23rd February, 1935. Since that 
date the reports of the Tariff Board on the question of the removal of 
tariff inequality in respect of shuttles and the grant of protection to the 
Woollen Textile Industry have been received. With the exception of 
these reports and the report on the removal of tariff inequality in respect 
of carbon brushes necessary aetion has been taken on all reports. A 
Resolution indicating the action proposed in regard to the last named 
report, that is to say, the report on carbon brushes, was published in the 
Gazette of India, Pari I, dated the 23rd March, 1935, a copy of which has 
been placed in the Library, 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I take it then that there are three reports 
now pending before the Government from the Tariff Board ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; Two. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know for how long they have been 
pending consideration by the Government ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : So far as the 

Woollen Textile Industry Report is concerned, only a few weeks. I have 
not available the information with regard to the second one. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is the normal period which Government 
take to consider a Tariff Board report ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : There is no 
normal period ; it depends upon ea< h individual report. 

Jifr. S. Satyamurti : IIow long will Government take to finish the 
consideration of the two reports now pending before them T 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : T do not think It 

Avill akc very long, although I could not fix any date. 

L181LAD a2 
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Prof. N. O. Banga : When do Qovemment propose to review the 
working of the Tariff Board ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah E3ian : That does not 
arise out of this question. 

Cost incurred by the Government of India in the Transport of British 

Troops and Officers. 

125. *Mr. 8. Satyamurti : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
the cost incurred by them in the transport of British troops and officers 
to and from India when they are joining service, or when they are retir¬ 
ing, or on leave, during each of the years 1932-33, 1933-34 and 1934-35 1 

(6) How much of this cost was paid to private shipping enterprise 
and to whom f 

Mr. O. B, P. Tottenham : (aj and (b). The expenditure incuri’ed 
in England on the transport of iiritish troops and officers during each 
of the years 1932-33, 1933-34 and 1934-35 was as follows : 

Bs. 

1932- 33 .. .. .. 49,36,080 

1933- 34 .. .. .. 54,67,933 

1934 35 .. .. .. 59,84,000 

Most of this expenditure represents India’s share of the troop transport 
service which is paid for through the War Office. No figures are avail¬ 
able of amounts paid by the India Office to private shipping films on 
account of individual passages engaged by them. 

The statement which I am laying on the table in reply to part (6) of 
the question gives the information asked for in respect of expenditure in¬ 
curred in India. 


SiatemeiU showing aTHounts paid Ui various shipping eiUerpriae on account of packet, freight 

and Lee concession passages. 


Shipping Ck)mpany. 

1932 33. 

1933-34. 

1934-36. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

1. Peninsular Oriental S. N. Co. 

13,10,798 

12,60,518 

13,36,549 

2. British India S. N. Co... 

78,281 

78,687 

99,138 

3. Orient S. N. Co. 

21,336 

6,760 

26,172 

4. EUarman’s City & Hall Line 

1,07,644 

1,62,280 

1,03,276 

5. Anchor Line .. 

1,83,905 

1,70,610 

1,62,946 
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Shipping Company. 

1932-33. 

1933-34. 

1934-36. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

6. Bibby Line .. 

38,868 

28,138 

29,870 

7. Henderson Line 

28,846 

11,970 

16,246 

8. Lloyd Triestine Line .. 

1,67,973 

1,48,144 

1,46,694 

9. Imperial Airways, Ltd. 

16,392 

19,120 

61,918 

10. Indian National Airways Coy. .. 

•• 

•• 

1,680 

11. Canadian Pacific Line .. 

2,920 

2,145 

3,900 

12. N. Y. K. Line 

6,217 

3,776 

6,627 

13. Blue Funnel Line 

54 

7,513 

1,640 

14. Cunard Line .. 

374 

• • 

2,747 

16. Hansa Line .. 



1,613 

16. Indian African Line 

660 

1,210 

3,649 

17. Aberdeen Commonwealth Line .. 

3,081 

• • 


18. Messageries Maritimes 

267 

987 

•• 

19. Union Castle Line 

1,000 

• • 

2,812 

20. Union Steamship Coy. of New Zealand. .. 

1,600 

•• 

•• 

21. Indo-China S. N. Co. .. 

326 

1,056 

•• 

22. East Asiatic Line 



2,806 

23. Dollar Line 

1,063 


4,434 

24. Royal Dutch Mail (Rotterdamschc Lloyd) 

2,389 

•• 

4,189 

26. C. S. K. Line . 

710 

•• 

•• 

Total 

19,74,692 

18,82,603 

19,94,604 


Mr. S. Sa^amurti: May 1 take it, therefore, that no Indian ship¬ 
ping interest had any share in this expenditure f 

Mr. O. R. F. Tottenham: There is a list of about 25 different sh4>- 
ping companies to whom payments are made. 1 do not think any of 
them are Indian shipping companies, and that would not be so, because 
the trafSc is between England and India. 
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Expansion in the Royal Indian Marine and Facilities fob the 

Training of Indians. 

126. S. Satyamurti : {a) Will Govern]ueiit be pleased to state 
•whether, and if so, what expansion in the Royal Indian Marine they are 
contenipialing f 

(6) What facilities th^’ propose to give for the training of Indian 
officers and men in connection with the defence of India at sea t 

Mr, O. B. F. Tottenham : The Honourable Member should know 
that the Royal Indian Marine has been replaced by the Royal Indian 
Navy. 

(а) None at the moment. 

(б) Facilities already exist at the Indian Naval Dockyard in Bombay 
for the training of ratings for the Royal Indian Navy. Its Indian 
officers receive their initial training in England, mainly at Royal Naval 
establishments or in Royal Navy vessels. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : How many Indians are being trained as offieen^s 
at the present moment f 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : f should requir(‘ notice. I think five or 
six are under training at the present moment. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : How many of tliem are being trained in India 
and how many in England ? 

Mr. G. B. F. Tottenham : All the officers are trained in England. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Are there no facilities for training in India ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : There is no training of officers in India. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Arc there any proposals for their training In 
India ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : No, Sir. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar : Is there no Indian who has 
finished his training ? 

Mr. O. R. F. Tottenham : Yes. There are a good many of them v/ho 
are already serving in the Royal Indian Navy. They have all been 
trained. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Why are there no proposals for training in 
India Indian officers for the defence of India at sea ? 

Mr. G, R. F. Tottenham : In order to train Indian naval officers in 
India, it would be necessary to establish a training centre, and that 
would be very expensive for the extremely small naval force that we 
maintain. It would not be possible to train naval officers at the Indian 
Military Academy at Dehra Dun, and we should have to have a sepa¬ 
rate institution at Bombay or elsewhere and the expense would be out of 
all proportion to our requirements. 

8. Sstyumirti ; Is expense any consideration of the Army 
Department of the Government f 

Bfr. O. B. F. Tottenham: Oh, yes. Constantly. 
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Bsvision oi* tub Maximum and Minimum Chasobs on the Indian Railways. 

127. B. BfttyaDUiTti : (a) Will Qoyeniirunii be pleased to state 
what steps they are taking for a revision of the ma ximum and wiiniimini 
charges on the Indian Railways 1 

(b) Have they received representations from the Railways expressing 
their desire to charge under the minimum, through tiie fear that they 
would otherwise lose the traffic ? 

(c) In how many cases have they permitted the Railways to go under 
the minimum 1 

(d) On what basis were these minima fixed and when 1 

(e) Are Government prepared to associate non-official businestfneu 
with the task of readjusting the minimum and maximum at present fixed 
and also of revising the classification under Railways generally, which has 
become obsolete ? 

Mr. P. B. Rau : (a) The question of revising the Indian Railways' 
General Cla.sslfication of Goods, which determines the limits within 
which Railway Administrations may fix freight rates, was referred to 
the Indian Railway Conference Association in 1933 for recommenda¬ 
tions as to the statistics that should be compiled before any action could 
be taken to consider on what lines the revision should be based. The 
Association appointed a Special Committee in April, 1934, to report on 
the statistics that would be necessary. The report of this Committee 
was considered by the Association at their meeting in October, 1934, 
when they recommended that as an alternative to the compilation of 
statistics proposed which would involve an initial expenditure of perhaps 
about Rs. 20 lakhs, the Calcutta group of Railways should examine 
whether the revision could not be made on other lines with less preli¬ 
minary expenditure. The point was further considered by the Associa¬ 
tion at a meeting in March, 1935, and in accordance with the recom¬ 
mendations then made by the Association, a Committee appointed by 
them met representatives of commerce, industry and agriculture at Delhi 
on the 29th July, 1935, for an informal discussion. Meantime, the 
Calcutta group of Railways are pursuing their investigation and their 
report will be considered at the meeting of the Conference Association 
in October next when their conclusions and final recommendations will 
be submitted to the Railway Board. 

(b) No. 

(c) Except as regards coal, T have not been able to trace any case in 
which rates for public traffic below the prescribed minima have been per¬ 
mitted. 

(d) The existing minima of l|10th pie in some cases and l|6th pie in 
others were prescribed in 1891 ; the former was for commodities of low 
Value and was apparently fixed as it approximated to the average cost of 
carrying goods on State lines at the time. The latter was for higher class 
goods and was the average rate then earned over State lines. 

(e) It has always been the intention of Government to consult 

and commercial interests before coming to any final conclusions in regara 
to the revision of the classification of goods. 
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Mr. S. Satyamurti : In view of the present position of the railwayi 
and of the increasing road competition, will the Honourable Member 
be good enough to say whether the Government of India will expedite 
a decision on this matter, so as to give proper facilities to the traffic, 
and also earn maximum revenue for the railways V 

Mr. P. R. Ban : Government will do their best to expedite the 
consideration of this matter. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask whether the reply of the Honour¬ 
able Member referred only to rates on goods traffic and not to passenger 
traffics f 

J/fr. P. B. Rau : The question referred to goods traffic and not to 
passenger traffic. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May 1 refer the Honourable Member to the 
terms of the question itself ? It says : 

“Will (Government be pleased to state what steps they arc taking for the revision 
of the maximum and minimum charges on railways t ” 

I do not think there is anything there about passenger or goods 
charges. 

IMbr. S. Satyamurti ; I meant only goods traffic. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask the Honourable Member whether he had 
read the question carefully ? 

Mr. P. B. Rau ; As a matter of fact, maximum and minimum 
charges are usuallj’ associated with goods traffic and not with passenger 
traffic. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Here I agree with the Government. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : Even for the passenger traffic, there are 
maximum and minimum charges. 

11&. P. B. Rau : By maximum and minimum charges the Honourable 
Member generally refers to goods traffic and the Honourable the ques¬ 
tioner has himself admitted that he had goods traffic in mind. 

Mints at Calcutta and Bombay. 

128. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(o) the net cost of the working of the mint at ; 

(♦) Calcutta, and 
(♦») Bombay ; 

(6) what work is done at Calcutta, which is not being done in 
Bombay ; 

(c) whether Government have (sonsidered the desirability of 
abolishing one of the two mints in the interests of econon^ 1 

The Honourable Sir James Ori** : (a) Attention is invited to 
Account No. 63 of the Finance and Revenue Accounts for the year 
1933-34 which gives the full details of the receipts and expenditure of 
the two mints for that year (the last year for which complete accounts 
are available). 
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(&) All coinage work for the Qovernment of India is at present 
being done at the Calcutta Mint which also carries out coinage work for 
the Indian States, the manufacture of medals and other miscellaneous 
work. The work in the Bombay Mint is at present confined to refining 
and assaying gold and silver. In 1984-35 some coinage of Hong Kong 
dollars was undertaken at this Mint on payment. 

(o) The question is still under consideration. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Have Government considered the question 
from the point of view of economy 1 

The Honourable Sir James Qrigg : Yes, Sir, and also any other 
consideration which maj' be relevant. The prime consideration is 
economy. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Is the Bombay mint well equipped to carry on 
all the work, Avhich the Government may require it to do t 

The Honomable Sir James Grigg : It is not quite, but it could 
easily be made so. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : When do Government hope to come to a 
decision ? May I ask for some expedition t 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : There are various disturbing 
factors at present. An unusually high demand for small coins has 
manifested itself in recent years, and that is a fact which I should like 
to study before coming to a final decision. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May T know whether, after the establish¬ 
ment of the Reserve Bank, there will be any likelihood of one of the 
mints being abolished ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I do not think the establish¬ 
ment of the Reserve Bank affects the mints at all. The supply of 
subsidiary coinage is still a function of the Government and not of the 
Reserve Bank. 


Passage of Gebhan Aeroplanes over India. 

129. *Mr. S. Sat3ramurti : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether they have received any representations for the passage of German 
aeroplanes over India and the use of Indian aerodromes for the Berlin- 
Shanghai air route 1 

(b) Have Government come to any decision in this matter ? 

Tfhe Honotirable Mr. D. G. Mitchell: (a) No. Government are, 
however, aware of a proposal by_ the Deutsche Luft Ilansa, a German 
company, to operate an air service from Europe to China via India. 
Permission was granted for the fiight of one German aeroplane over India 
on route to China in September, 1934. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : How many foreign countries are now having 
permission to fly aeroplanes over India f 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell: The Honourable Member 
presumably refers to regular air services. There is the British line, 
an Indian line, a Dutch line and a French line. 
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BIr. B. Batyaniurti : la there any principle observed by the Qoveru- 
meht in granting or refusing the grant of permission, and, if so, 'vrliat is 
it 1 

The Honourable Hr. D. O. Mitchell: The question is somewhat 
vague. I do not quite follow what the Honourable Member means. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What are the considerations which weigh 
with the Government in giving or refusing permission to other coun¬ 
tries, that is, foreign coiuitries, outside the Empire, when they want to 
run aeroplanes over India regularly ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. O. Mitchell : So far 1 am not aware that 
we have refused permission to any regular air service. So long as we 
have the ground organisation in working order, we are prepared to allow 
any foreign country to operate a regular air service acrovs India in 
accordance with the ordinary International Regulations. 

Disabilities oe Indian Residents in Singapore. 

130. "'Mr. S. Satyamurti : (a) Will Government he pleased to state 
whether they have heard that the Indian residents in Singapore are not 
receiving proper treatment and full legal rights, and whether the Govern¬ 
ment of India ever represented this matter to the Colonial Office ? 

(6) Have Government received any complaint of the inadequacy of 
advice and facilities given to Indians by the British Councils in Java ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) and (6). No, Sir. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Is that a technical answer (I mean no offence), 
or do Government say that they have no knowledge at all of the ill- 
treatment of Indians in Singapore ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : It is not a technical answer. On 
receipt of the notice of tliis question. T actually made inquiries from 
the Agent of the Government of India in the Federated Malay States 
and the Straits Settlements, and he says he is not aware of any ill- 
treatment of Indians. If my Honourable friend will give me any 
specific instances, I shall be very glad to make inquiries. 

Prof. N. Q. Ranga : Is it a fact that there are certain parks to 
which Indians cannot have admission ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : No, Sir. I have no information to that 
effect. 


Manufacture of Aeroplanes in India. 

131. "»'Mr. S. Satyamurti ; (fx) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether they are aware that the progress of aviation in India is materially 
checked on account of the cost of imported aeroplanes ? 

(6) In connection with the air defence of India has the Military 
Department represented to Government that it is essential that the aero¬ 
planes should be manufactured in this country f 

(e) What steps are Government taking to promote the manufatfhire 
of aeroplanes in India t * ^ 
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(d) Have Government made any enquiries whether all the materials 
for tho. making of an aeroplane are not available in the country ? 

(e) In any negotiations with the manufacturers of aeroplanes, do* 
Government propose to give equal opportunity and preference to an 
Indian company f 

The Honourable Mr. D. O. Mitchell : {a) No. It is true that the 
cost of aeroplanes in India is higher than in the countries of origin, but 
the market in India is at present so small that the cost of maniifacturp 
in India would almost certainly be prohibitive. 

(6) No. 

(c) The first stage in the development of a manufacturing industry 
is the assembly of imported manufactured components. This business is 
}>elng developed both by aircraft operators in India and by agents of the 
manufacturing firms. With business at its present volume it would be 
unwise to accelerate the process artificially. 

(d) The component parts of an aeroplane contain a large variety 
of materials which are developed to a very high standard of perfection in 
the course of manufacture. For reasons which I have already given, 
manufacture in India is not at present possible, and the only profitable 
line of enquiry is in connection with raw materials. An investigation 
into the suitability of Indian timber for use in the manufacture of air¬ 
craft is in progress. 

(e) Does not arise. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : May I take it, therefore, that there are no 
negotiations contemplated willi the manufacturers of aeroplanes? I 
am talking of clause (e) of the question. 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : There are no negotiations at 
present going on for the manufacture of aeroplanes in India. 

Mr. 8. 8atyamurti : With reference to clause (a) of the question, 
have Government considered the possibility of developing a market out¬ 
side India ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. O. Mitchell : That would be even more un¬ 
profitable, when there is no market in India itself. 

Mr. 8. 8atyamurti : May T take it, therefore, that we can never 
compete with foreign countries at some time or other ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. O. Mitchell : As soon as the demand in 
India grows large enough to justify the erection of a manufacturing plant 
for the manufacture of aeroplanes at a reasonable cost, then, after satis¬ 
fying the Indian demand, we may perhaps hope that India itself will 
be able to get into the position of an exporting country. 

Mr. 8. 8atyamurti ; Will my Honourable friend, in conjunction with 
his colleague to his left, develop a demand for the manufacture of 
aeroplanes ? 

Amendment of the Indian Companies Act. 

132. *Mr. 8. SatyalutlTti t Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether ,Mr. Sen^ the Special Officer in eonnection with tlm 
revision of the Indian Companies Act, has submitted his 
report ; 
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(d) 'when this report will be published ; 

(c) whether it is the intention of Government to appoint a com¬ 

mittee consisting of a businessman, a chartered accountant 
and a senior Registrar of Companies, to consider the issues 
and make their recommendations, on which a Rill could b*^ 
framed ; 

(d) when Government 2 )ropose to introduce a Bill amending the 

Indian Companies Act t 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : (a), (b) and (di). The 
Honourable Member is referred to the reply given to Mr. B. Das’s 
starred question No. 1068 on the 27th March, 1935. 

(c) Government have received opinions of the Registrar of Com¬ 
panies, of Calcutta, Madras and Bombay, and also opinions of business¬ 
men, and they are still receiving further opinions. Government has not 
yet deeided whether the appointment of a Committee will be necessary. 

Itfr. S. Satyamurti: Sir, since the last answer was given, has any 
progress been made ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Yes, Sir ; I believe there is 
another question directed to that, but 1 have no objection to giving the 
information to my Honourable friend. Since the last answer was given, 
we have received, not only further opinions, but certain bodies represent¬ 
ing mercantile interests have also made certain representations to us. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Are Government aware of the imperative and 
urgent need for the amendment of this Act, and will they be good enough 
to expedite it ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I can assure my Honourable 
friend that T am doing my very best to expedite it, and T am losing no 
time over it. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May T know, with respect to clause (rf). 
when the report will be published ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I have got to refer my 

Honourable friend to the answer given on the previous occasion. There 
is no intention of doing so at present. The report is purely departmental. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I also know from the Honourable 
Member if Mr. Son has given any attention to the question of Provident 
Funds in Karachi ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Tf there is no desire to pub¬ 
lish that confidential departmental report, I am not going to disclose part 
of it by answering this question. 

Plight of Indians in regard to the Clove Trade in Zanzibar. 

133. ‘•Mr. S. Satyamurti : (o) Will Govcniuient be pleased to state 
whether they have seen a copy of the views of the London Chamber of 
Commerce, desiring that the clove trade in Zanzibar should be run as a 
monopoly trade by the Clove Growers Association t 

(h) Is it true that Mr. Menon's report also has expressed an appre¬ 
hension on this matter f 
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(c) I£ this 18 true, are Government prepared to consider the plight 
of the Indian merchant Who have built up the clove trade in Zanzibar f 

(d) What do Government propose to do about it t 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : (a) The Honourable Member presum¬ 
ably refers to certain Press reports of an alleged resolution of the London 
Chamber of Commerce, criticising certain functions of the Clove 
Growers’ Association. Government arc informed that the reports are 
incorrect. The Chamber passed no resolution on the subject. 

(ft) Yes. 

(c) and (d). The attention of the Honourable Member is invited 
to the reply given by me yesterday to his question No. 118. 

Mr. S. Sat3ramarti : But, are Government doing anything to pro¬ 
tect the rights of Indian merchants, in view of this possibility, because 
Mr. Menon expressed an apprehension in this matter * 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : Sir, Mr. Menon’s report was primarily 
concerned with what he apprehended would result from the operation of 
the Clove Growers’ Decree, and, as I explained to my Honourable friend 
yesterday, at the stage when he wrote the report, it was merely an appre¬ 
hension. Since then the matter has been the subject of correspondence 
between the Government of India and the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, and the Secretary of State for the Colonies says that the local 
authorities say that those apprehensions have not been realised in fact ; and 
Government are now aiming at ascertaining the exact facts with a 
view to determining what action is needed. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Are they in a position to say that the Clove 
Growers’ As.sociation has definitely dropped this proposal ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I do not know which particular proposal 
my Honourable friend is referring to. The Clove Growers’ Association 
was brought into being for the purpose of being put in a privileged 
position as regards the purchasing of cloves from the producer. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Have they dropped this proposal to run this, 
as a monopoly trade f 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : Strictly, in the legal sense of the words, 
there is no monopoly, so far as the export business is concerned, the 
Clove Growers’ Association is exporting, and there are at least six other 
firms—I am speaking from memory—^who are also exporting, private 
firms. 

Estabushment or a London Branch of the Reserve Bank of Indu. 

134. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state ; 

(a) when they propose to establish a London Branch of the Re¬ 
serve Bank of India ; 

(ft) on the Branch being established, whether Government propose 
to place the whole of their London balances with the Reserve 
Bank ; and 

(c) what is the amount of their balances and with whom they are 
at present on deposit or on loan t 
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The Honourable Sir James Origf ; («) Governmeiit are informed 
by the Reserve Bank that they hope to be in a position to establish 
the London Branch about the beginning of October. 

(b) Since the Reserve Bank assumed its full banking functions 
on the 1st of July, Government are placing the whole of their balances 
both in India and London with it and the Secretary of State’s balance 
is being reduced to a Current Account which he maintains with the 
Bank of England to fulfil his statutory requirements. 

(c) The amount of Government balance with the Reserve Bank 
can be ascertained from the statements which the latter publishes 
weekly. The Reserve Bank is bound to keep the Secretary of State’s 
balance with the Bank of England at a figure snfiBeient to meet his 
requirements from time to time and has full discretion to employ the 
remainder as and where it pleases subject to the provisions of the 
Reserve Bank Act. 

Ittr. S. Satyamurti : As a matter of fact, where are they placing 
these balances—the balances remaining over after the minimum neces¬ 
sary to meet the Secretary of State’s statutory requirements ? 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : I have not the recent returns 
before me, but I .shall be quite glad to show them to the Honourable 
Member and he can see quite readily how much of the balances are 
kept in India and how much are kept in sterling securities. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Are they being kept to the best advantage of 
this country ® 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : Sir, the Indian Legislature 
having decided to entrust the control of that sort of thing to the 
Reserve Bank, I must assume that the Bank will do it better than the 
Government of India did it in the pa.st. 

Prof. N. O. Banga : Will the management of our loan policy in 
London be entrusted to the Reserve Bank of India ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orig^ : So long as the present regime 
holds, i.€., until the new Government of India Act comes into opera¬ 
tion, the Secretary of State remains responsible for sterling loans in 
London. 


Purchase of Stores made abroad. 

135. ^'Mr. S. Satypiurti : (a) Will Govemmi-nt be pleased to state 
the result of the scrutiny by the Indian Stores Department of indents by 
Government Departments sent to the London Stores Department through 
the High Commissioner ? 

(6) Is it true that the piirehases made abroad are on the increase in 
spite of this precaution and that many items are still being purchased 
abroad, which are either made in India, or could be produced in India ? 

(c) Is it true that the rupee tender system is not strictly applied to 
purchases for : 

(i) the Master-General of Supplies, 

(it) the Canteen Control Syndicate, 
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(n<) the Chief Controller of Stores of various Railways, and 
{iv) the Railway Board ? 

(d) If this is so, what is the reason for the departure from this 
system recommended by the Legislature and accepted by Government ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : (a) The information desired 
by the Honourable Member is contained in the Annual Administration 
Reports of the Indian Stores Department which are available in the 

Library of the House. The Report for 1934-.15 will be published 

shortly. 

{h) There was an increase in the value of the purchases during 

19‘>4-3r), but there has been no departure from the Stores Purchase 

Rules. 

(e) The Master General of the Ordnance, the Railway Board 
and the State-managed Railways striclly observe the rupee tender 
system. The Company-managed Railways are free, under the terms 
oC tlicir contracts with the Secretary of State, to make their own 
arrangements for the purchase of stores and cannot be compelled to 
adopt the rupee tender system, though efforts are being made to 
induce them to adopt it as far as possible. The system does not apply 
to the Canteen Contractors Syndicate, which is a private concern. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; Sir, with reference to the answer to clause (b) 
of the question, may I know the reason for the increased purchases 
abroad ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : The increase was almost 
entirely due to special purchases of equipment made on behalf of the 
Royal Air Force. 

Mr, S. Satyamurti : With reference to the answer to clause (r) 
of the question—I did not hear my Honourable friend clearly—may I 
take it that of the four classes mentioned there, except two, all others 
observe the rupee tender system strictly ? 

The Honourable Mr, D. G. Mitchell : T am sorry T did not hear the 
Honourable Member clearly. Will he kindly repeat the question ? 

Mr. 8 . Satyamurti : With reference to the answer to clause (e) of 
the question, may T know if, of the four categories I have mentioned 
there, all of them observe the rupee tender system, except two ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : That is correct. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know what are the functions of this 
private concern, what Departments of the Government they supply, 
w-hat they supply, and what the values of their supplies are ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : T am afraid T must require 
notice of that question. I know nothing about the Canteen Contractors 
S.vndicate. 


Return on the Total Capital Cost op New Delhi. 

136. "■'•Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased in state 
what return on the total capital cost (including interest) of New Delhi 
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they received during the years 1933-34 and 1934-35, stated as percentage 
on the total outlay T 

The Honourable 11b:. D. O. Mitchdl : The information is being col¬ 
lected and a reply will be placed on the table of the House in due 
course. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Have Government any proposal to increase 
this inadequate return t 

The Honourable Mr. D. O. Mitdiell : Can the Honourable Member 
ask a supplementary question on an answer which has not yet been 
given ? 

Mr. B. Das : May I remind the Honourable Member for Industries 
that the Accountant General, in connection with the Appropriation 
Accounts of 1933-34 on the civil works, made out the receipts that are 
coming in in respect of buildings in certain areas, and that he esti¬ 
mated the actual returns that are coming in in respect of those build¬ 
ings V Was not the attention of the Honourable Member drawn by 
anybody of his Department to those remarks ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. O. Mitchell : I suggest Honourable Mem¬ 
bers wait and see the figures given in the reply before they ask supple¬ 
ment aries. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Are Government satisfied that they are getting 
an adequate return on the capital outlay on New Delhi t 

Return on the Total Capital Cost op Sukkur Barrage. 

137. '’"Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state 
what return on the total capital cost (including interest) of Sukkur 
Barrage they received during the years 1933-34 and 1934-35, stated as 
percentage on the total outlay ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : The figures for 1933-34 are given 
in Account No. 33 of the Finance and Revenue Accounts for that year, 
copies of which are in the library. The accounts for 1934-35 are not 
yet ready. 

Mr. B. Das : Is the Bombay Government paying any interest on 
this loan f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : The Honourable Member had 
better look into the account first and then put supplemental questions. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Have the respective liabilities of the Bombay 
Government of the new province of Sind, and of the Government of 
India in respect of this Sukkur Barrage, been settled ? 

The Etonourable Sir James Grigg : No, but I think they are in the 
process of being settled. 

Negotiations for a Trade Agreement with the Irish Free State. 

138. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
how far the negotiations for a trade treaty have advanced with the Irish 
Free State ? 

(6) What are the principal difficulties and objections ? 
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(o) Who is negotiating on behalf of the Government of India 1 

The Honourable Sir Mnhanunad Zafmllah Khan : (a) Negotiations 
are still in progress. 

(b) I am not yet in a position to make any statement on the 
subject. 

(c) The High Commissioner for India is conducting the negotia¬ 
tions on behalf of the Government of India and under their instruc¬ 
tions. 

Mr. S. Satyamnrti : For how long, have the negotiations been 
going on ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : T cannot say 
exactly. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : What is the answer to clause 
(A) ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad 21afrullah Khan : I am not yet in 

a position to make any statement on the subject as to what the diffi¬ 
culties are. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is the latest information with reference 
to answer to part (i.) of the question ? I am not asking about diffi¬ 
culties, but I want to know what is the latest stage of these negotia¬ 
tions. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The latest stage 
is that they are progressing and correspondence is being exchanged. 

Prof. N. O. Banga : Do Government give any trade preference to 
the Irish Free State commodities f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The subject is 
being discussed and certain proposals are being examined by the Gov¬ 
ernment of India. 

Mr. S. Satyammrti : What is the regime today ? Are we giving 
any preference to Irish Free State goods 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; Not so far as I 

am aware. 

Prof. N. O. Ranga : Is the balance of trade in favour of India f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Heavily. 

Negotiations for a Trade Agreement with Canada. 

139. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
how far the negotiations for a trade treaty have advanced with Canada t 

(b) What are the principal difficulties and objections t 

(e) Who is negotiating on behalf of the Government of India ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) The pro¬ 
posals of the Canadian Government are at present under the considera¬ 
tion of the Government of India ; 

(6) I am hot yet in a position to make any statement on the 
subject. 

LlSlliAD B 
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(c) The negotiations are being conducted by direct correspond¬ 
ence between the Governments of India and Canada. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : For how long, have these negotiations been 
going on f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : For some 
moni lis. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : When do they hope to finish ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah : In the course^ of the 
next few months. 

GrOVERNOR GeNERAt/s RECOMMENDATIONS WITH REGARD TO THE 

Supplementary Demands under the General and Railway Budgets. 

140. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will the Honourable the Finance Member 
be pleased to state : 

(tt) the date or dates of the Governor GeneraFs recoiiimejidation^ 
under section 67 of the Act with regard to the supplement.-u'y 
demands under the General and Railway budgets for the 
year ; 

(6) the form in which that recommendation is made ; and 

(c) whether a copy of the recommendations will be placed on the 
table of the House, and if not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : (a) There were no supple¬ 
mentary demands for Railways during the current year. The 
Governor GeneraFs recommendation for the supplementary demands 
under the General budget was obtained on the 4th April. 

{d) and (c). This is purely a domestic matter and there is no 
specific form in which the recommendation is made. I would invite 
reference to the ruling given by the Chair on the 30th March, 193o, 
that a recommendation of the Governor General for a certain appropria¬ 
tion of revenues need not be communicated to the Assembly in a 
formal manner through the Chair. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is the informal manner in which they 
arc usually communicated ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : That is a (luestion on wliich the 
Honourable Member has already been answered. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : T want to know whether the recommendation 
is actually made. I want to know whether the Governor General at 
all makes the recommendation, or whether the Members of Oovern- 
ment simply say that he has made the recommendation ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : The TTonourable Member had 
better put that question to the legal authorities. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; I want to know, for the purpose of the en¬ 
lightenment of this House, whether this recommendation was actually 
made by the Governor General as an obligation on the part of the 
authorities to the Members of this House t 
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Sir Lancelot Oraham : Our position remains unchanged. The 
actual publication of the blue book which contains the demands is 
evidence enough of the fact that a recommendation was made. I 
think you, Sir, were satisfied at the time, but I am sorry to say that 
we have not been able to satisfy my Honourable friend, Mr. SatyamurtL 
The endorsement of the recommendation of the blue book has been 
made merely to comfort my friend. It is quite unnecessary constitu¬ 
tionally. 

Allotment of certain Shares of the Reserve Bank to the Employees 
OF THE Imperial Bank of India. 

141. *]Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Will the Honourable the Finance Member 
be pleased to state : 

{a) whether it is a fact that certain shares in the Reserve Bank 
were promised to the employees of the Imperial Bank of 
India, before or after the allotment to the general public ; 

(b) if so, how many and on what principle or authority ; and 

(c) whether it is a fact that shares which are refused to the 

general public are being allotted to the employees of the 
Imperial Bank, and if so, for what reasons ? 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : (a) No. 

ib) Does not arise. 

(c) No. 

Creation of an Additional Post of Secretary in the Finance 

Department. 

142. *Mr. 8. 8atyainurti : Will the Honourable the Finance Member 
be pleased to state : 

(a) whether it is a fact that an additional post of Secretary, or 

Assistant, or Under Secretary is being created in the Finance 
Department of the Government of India ; 

(b) if so, for what reason ; and 

(c) whether it is not a fact that a not inconsiderable share of the 

work of the Finance Department has been taken over by the 
Reserve Bank 1 

The Honourable 8ir James Grigg ; The Reserve Bank of India 
has taken over the currency functions of the Government of India which 
were X)reviously performed by the Currency Department. The work of 
the Finance Department of the Government of India itself has not been 
appreciably affected by the inauguration of the Reserve Bank. 

A post of Additional Secretary in the Department was created last 
winter in connection with the inauguration of the Reserve Bank. This 
post was held by Sir James Taylor till his appointment on the 11th 
February last as Deputy Governor of the Bank. It then lapsed. A 
post of Additional Secretary was again created with effect from the 29th 
March, 1935, and Mr. J. C. Nixon was appointed to it in order to deal 
with the special financial problems which arise in connection with the 
LlSlliAD b2 
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creation of new Provinces and the inception of Provincial Autonomy, all 
of which is, of course, new work. It has been found necessary to afford 
Mr. Nixon some assistance, and Mr. K. C. Srinivasan, a Glass II OfScer 
of the Indian Audit and Accounts Service, has been placed on special 
duty in the Department for the purpose from the 24th July, 1935, for a 
period of three months. It if proposed further to appoint temporarily 
an Additional Under Secretary to meet the growth of work in the 
Department. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Who sanctions these extra appointments ? 
Is it the Finance Department f 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : I am afraid I do. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I take it, therefore, that the petitioner 
and the jndge arc the same in this ease 1 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : Unfortunately, Sir, that is only 
too true. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : For how many years have these temporary 
appointments been going on in this Department ? 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : I am afraid my memory goes 
back only to 15 months. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : All this time, they have been having extra 
appointments { 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : Most of the time. 

Mfr. S. Satyamurti : When do Government hope to have this 
Department reduced to its sanctioned strength, and not have these extra 
appointments ? 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : I should have thought from the 
views which the Honourable Member has expressed that the Finance 
Department ought to be strengthened and not weakened. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Strengthened by the individuals becoming more 
intelligent and more efficient, and not by adding to the number of officers 
uselessly 1 

The Honourable Sir Jam^ Origg : How can that be done f 

Negotiations for the Indo-Bubman Trade Agreement. 

143. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will the Honourable the Commerce Mem¬ 
ber be plei..secl to state : 

(а) whether the negotiations for the Indo-Burman Trade Agree¬ 

ment have been completed ; 

(б) if not, at what stage they are at present ; 

(c) whether Government propose to place the matter before the 

Assembly during this session ; and 

(d) if not, why not f 

I do not want answers to parts (o) and (6), as they have already 
been answered. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafmllah Khan : That is what I 
was going to say myself. 
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(c)and((2). The Honourable Member will have noticed that the 
agreement has been drawn up in the form of provisional draft Orders in 
Council. These Orders will not assume final shape till they have been 
considered by Parliament under the procedure laid down in sections 309 
and 475 of the Government of India Act. The Government of India are, 
therefore, of opinion that no useful purpose would be served by these 
Orders being discussed in the House at this stage. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Are Government of opinion that Parliament 
will not pay any weight to the opinion of this House, before confirming 
these draft Orders in Council 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have not said 
that. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Then why do Government say that no useful 
purpose will be served by discussing that matter in this House t 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : As these draft 
Orders in Council have not yet been issued, any opinion expressed at 
this .stage could serve no useful purpose. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; May I take it, therefore, that Government pro¬ 
pose that, after these draft Orders in Council are issued, and before they 
are confirmed by Parliament, this House will be given an opportunity 
to discuss these draft Orders in Council, and express its opinion on 
them 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I cannot under¬ 
take to afford that opportunity. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know tlie reasons why Government 
refuse to undertake the elementary duty of consulting public opinion in 
this country ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Government have 
in their possession a good deal of public opinion expressed on this subject 
in iiiis country. 

Mr. S. Sat 3 ramurti : Do Government think that this Assembly is not 
the best authority to express the public opinion of India on this vital 
matter f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have not said 
that. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Why, then, do Government not propose to 
give an opportunity to this Assembly to express its opinion on this 
matter t 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zi^rullah Khan : 1 have explained 
my position. 

Bfr. S. Satyamurti : What is that position ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The position is 
that the matter is at a stage when it cannot be discussed in this House. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Is it too early to discuss it t 
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The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : There will be 
time enough for this House to express its opinion on the two agreements 
Tvhen they are issued as Orders in Council. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : 1 want to know if the Honourable Member 
proposes to consult this House after the agreement has been concluded 
and not before. Sir, you remember the history of this case. Are we to 
be treated in the same way again f 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdiir Rahim) : The 
Honourable Member, the Chair thinks, has answered that question. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : My question is whefluu* (Jovernnuuit propose to 
say that it is too early now to submit the agreement before this House, 
and they propose to submit it when it is too late ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : The ])ositiou of 
Government is that these agreements have been arrived at between the 
tvro Governments, and, therefore, any criticism of these agreements must 
wait till the question of their renewal arises. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Therefore, (lovernmeiit do not belirve in 
taking the opinion of this House before they make uj) their mind.s ! 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : Th(\y Imve 
already made up their minds and have published their views on the sub¬ 
ject. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : And they eannot change their mind ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : Tliey can. and 
the House will not be too late in expressing its opinion with regard to 
any changes which may be suggested in those agreements. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ghettiar : When do(‘s the Honourable 
Member expect to place these agreements before this House ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : Tt will be open 
to the House to take proper steps to discuss these agreements once they 
are published as final agreements. 

Mr. President (Tlie Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Tf the 
Honourable Member to the left continues to interrupt by his loud con¬ 
versations, the Chair eannot follow the proceeding. 

Suggestion re Imposition of a Prohibitive Duty on Zanzibar Cloves. 

144. ’^Mr. S. Satyamurti ; Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether they have received a representation from the Imperial 

Indian Citizens^ Association, Bombay, on the question of the 
recently passed decrees by the Government of Zanzibar ; 

(b) whether the Association suggested the imposition of a prohibi¬ 

tive duty on Zanzibar cloves so long as Indian grievances 
remain unredressed ; and 

(c) whether Government have considered their representation, and 

what action they propose thereon f 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : (a) and (b). Yes. 

(c) The representation is under the consideration of Government. 
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Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : 1 referred si) 0 ( 5 irK;ally to the suggestion 
contained in part (6) of tlie question. 

Maulana sbaukat ; May I know whether, in f*()nsidering the 
])Ositioii ot Indian settlers in Zanzibar, (lovcrmncni consider the position 
o1 [ndian settlers to be more important than that of the original inhabit¬ 
ants of Zanzibar who have bmi doitig this clove trade for several 
years ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : The proto(*tor of the original inhabit¬ 
ants of Zanzibar is the CJoverninent of Zanzibar, and f, tlrwefore, cannot 
answer that part of the question which relates to the protection of the 
interests of the original inhabitants ol* Zanzibar. The Government of 
India are the protectors of Indian interests, and those interests are 
constantly receiving their attmtion. 


Maulana Shaukat : While the Indian settlers of Zanzibar 
complain of being exploited by the White European Settlers, there are 
also the original inhabitants of Zanzibar who are also exploited. If 
there is any discrimination made between the Indian merchants and 
other European merchants, Government are justified in taking action. 
Is it not the duty of the Government to sec that the original inhabitants 
are not exploited by any outsider and that their interests also are not 
overlooked ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I can assure my Honourable friend 
that the Government of Zanzibar will fully look after the interests of 
the original inhabitants of Zanzibar. 


Indian Military Service Family Pension Fund. 

145. *Mr, P, E. Janies : (a) Will Government kindly state when 
the existing Indian Military Service Family Pension Fund (pre-war for 
regiilar oflieer.s of the Indian Army) Avas established ? 

(b) What are the eonditioms of the Fund as to subscriptions and do¬ 
nations, and what are the pension and other benefits enjoyed by the 
families of subscribers ? When were these last determined ? 

(c) When was this Fund closed to new entrants t 

(d) Do Government make any contribution to the Fund, or is it 
raised solely by the subscriptions of members and interest thereon ? 

(fi) What is the average rate of interest earned by the Fund, since it 
was closed to new entrants ? Has the interest thus earned been added to- 
the capital of the Fund t 

(/) Are annual balance sheets published for the benefit of sub- 
.scribers ? If not, why not t 

(g) When was the last balance-sheet published ? 

(h) What is the total amount now standing to the credit of the 
Fund t In what account and with what banks is that amount held f 
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(t) What is the approximate present number of beneficiaries (1) 
actual snd (2) contingent, and the total amount of pensions now being 
paid f 

(j) Is any actuarial valuation of assets and liabilities made periodi¬ 
cally f If so, what was the date and result of the last valuation 1 If not, 
why not ? 

(*) By whom and through what agency in India is the Fund 
administered 1 Have the subscribers, as such, any direct voice or repre¬ 
sentation in the Fund f 

Mr. O. R. F. Tottenham : (a) 1st January, 1873. 

(b) The information is available in Appendix I of Pension Regula¬ 
tions for the Army in India, a copy of which is in the Library, The 
rates of pension, etc., were last revised from 1st January, 1932. 

(c) Ist January, 1915. 

(d) The fund is raised solely by members’ subscriptions and the 
interest thereon. 

(e) The rates of interest .since 1st January, 1915 are : 

to 31st March, 1919 .. ..4 percent. 

1st April, 1919 to 31st October, 1928 .. 5i per cent. 

1st November, 1928, to 31.st December, 1932 5 per cent. 

1st January, 1933, to 31st December, 1934 4^ percent. 

Average annual rate 4.977 per cent. 

Interest, so far as it is not required for payment of current pensions, 
is added to the balance each half year. 

if) Yes. 

ig) In November, 1934, giving the accounts for the year ending 
31st March, 1934. 

(A) £6,600,369-18-10 on 31st March, 1934, the last completed year 
for which %ures are available. 

The balance forms part of the general balances of the Government 
of India to which contributions are credited and pensions charged. 

(i) As at 31st March, 1934 : 


Actual 

. Widows 

Sons 

Daughters 

• • 

• • 

•• 

1,592 

205 

1,018 

Contingent 

Wives 

Sons 

Daughters 



• • 

2,931 

1,376 

2,003 


Pensions paid during 1933-34 amounted to £313,729. 

(j) Yes, every five years. The report of the Actuary on the last 
valuation was published in the Gazette of India, Army Department 
notification No. 672, dated the 14th November, 1931, 

(/f) The fund is administered by the Secretary of State for India, 
but the accounts of receipts and payments made in India are maintained 
by the Controller of Army Factory Accounts. Though the Secretary of 
State for India in Council has reserved to himself the absolute right to 
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make any alterations in the regulations of the Fund, it is his practice to 
obtain the wishes of the subscribers before any major alteration is 
carried out. 

Sir. F. E. James : May I ask whether copies of the annual reports 
are made available to all subscribers and beneficiaries 1 

Sir. O. B. F. Tottenham : Yes, Sir. 

Sir. F. E. James : in view of the fact that the fund is raised solely 
from the subscriptions of members and interests thereon, will the 
Government of India represent to the Secretary of State the desirability 
of early appointment of Commissioners under section 273 of the Govern¬ 
ment of India Act and the removal of the fund from the general balances 
of the Government of India f 

Sir. O. R. F. Tottenham ; A reference to the new Government of 
India Act which the Honourable Member has quoted makes it clear 
that the initiative in that matter must come from the beneficiaries of the 
fund. It is not for the Government to take the initiative. 

Captain Sardar Sher Sluhammad Khan : Is there any scheme under 
the consideration of the Government of India to open this fund to officers 
recruited from the Indian Military Academy f 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : Not this fund. This fund was closed in 
1915. 

Captain Sardar Sher Muhammad Khan : Will Government create 
this sort of fund for the regular officers of the Indian army T 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : I have no doubt that such arrangements 
will be made. 

Number of Excess Officers and Subordinates on State Railways. 

146. "‘Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali ; (a) Is it a i'.iet that in the Report 
D.v the Railway Hoard on Indian Railways for 1933-34, Volume I, under 
the caption ‘ Staff it has been stated : 

It ^vill be noticed from the statement that during the year no appointments 
were made in the gazetted ranks of State-managed railways, mainly on 
account of financial stringency and excess of officers in certain departments 
in consequence of abolition of a number of posts during the years 1931- 
32 and 1932-33 ” t 

(h) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government 
please state : 

(t) the number of excess officers ; 

(it) the railways on which these excesses are ; 

(in) the number of excess subordinates ; and 
(iv) the railways on which these excesses are 1 

(c) If there be no excess among subordinates, will Government please 
state why this distinction in treatment has been made to these servants 
of the Crown in India f 

Mr. P. R. Ran : (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c). Excesses existed in the superior services but were 
counterbalanced by vacancies in the Lower Gazetted Service ; and there 



424 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[6th Sep. 1936. 


were no excesses among gazetted officers as a whole. The number of 
subordinates who were in excess of requirements varied from time to 
time. Every effort was made to absorb surplus subordinate staff but 
owing to the large number of such staff as compared with vacancies many 
of them had to be discharged. 

Increase in the BRiTrsu Imports into India. 

147. *^Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : (»i) Will Government 
state whether it is true that the British imports into India have increased 
since 1932 ? If so, by how many crores ? 

(6) What are the reasons for this increase ? 

(c) Is it mainly due to the Ottawa Agreement 1 

{d) Have the Indian exports to Britain increased ? If so, by what 
amount ? 

(e) Is it true that the export trade of India with other countries 
has suffered since the Ottaiva Agreement ? 

if) ff so, are Government prepared to consider the advisability of 
terminating the Ottawa Agreement and forming new trade agreements 
with other countries ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) and (4). The 
Honourable Member’s attention is invited to the Annual Statement of 
the Sea-borne Trade of British India for the fiscal year ending the 31st 
March, 1934, Volume II, and the Accounts relating to the Sea-borne 
Trade and Navigation of British India for March, 1935, copies of which 
are in the Library of the Legislature. 

(&), (c) and (e). Government do not propose to offer an opinion 
on ihese questions pending the discussion of the results of the Ottawa 
Agreement which has been promised for next Budget Session. 

(/) Does not arise. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : What is the reply to the second 
part of (a) ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : All this informa¬ 
tion is available in the published statements. 

Prof. N. O. Banga : Is it or is it not true that British imports into 
India have increased since 1932 ? The Honourable Member has not given 
a reply to that part. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : It is a matter of 
figures, and the Honourable Member ean make the calculation himself. 

Prof. N. Or. Banga : The Honourable Member representing Govern¬ 
ment is expected to have made the calculation and given a direct answer 
to the question, whether it is tme or not that British imports have 
increased. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; I do know the 
results from the information contained in the published Annual State¬ 
ments just as it is possible for the Honourable Member to know the 
results from the same statements. It is for them to draw their own 
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conclusions. If the statistics say that the one is 5 and the other is 7, 
then they could surely make a deduction and reply that the result is 2, 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : I want to have a definite artswer, 
“ Yes or No to my question whether the imports have increased ? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur llahim) : The Honourable 
Member is referring him to the publications. He can find out the 
answer. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : Then, how to put supplementary 
questions ? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Afterwards. 

Refusal of Sanction by the Governor Geveraj. for the Introduction 
OP a Bill to amend the Bombay Port Trust Act. 

148. *Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : (a) Will Government 
state whetlicr they are aware that Mr. L. R. Tairsee, Member of the Bombay 
Legislative Council, liad given notice of a Bill to .irnend the Bombay Port 
Trust Act so as to secure the a[)|}oiniinent of an Indian as the Chairman 
of the Bombay I^ort Trust and that he had asked for the previous sanc¬ 
tion of the Governor General ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Governor General has refused to give sanc¬ 
tion for the introduction of the Bill ? 

(e) Has the Indian Merchants^ Chamber, Bombay, sent up a memo¬ 
randum to Government in this eonnection ? 

(d) What reply have Government given ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : (a) and (b). Yes. 

(c) Yes. 

(d} A copy of Government's reply is laid on the table. 


No. 232-P. & L. (5) 135. 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. 


Simla, the 18th July, 195$. 

From 

H. DOW, Esquire, C.I.E., I.O.S., 

Jomt Secretary to the Government of India, 

To 

The secretary, 

INDIAN MERCHANTS' CHAMBER, 

JEHANGIR WADIA BUILDING, 

ESPLANADE ROAD, PORT, BOMBAY. 

Sir, 

I am directed to reply to your letter No. 1477 of the 12th June, 1935. In that 
letter you ask Government to define their attitude with regard to lepd^hition recently 
proposed by a member of your Chamber to render compulsory the appointment of an 
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Indian to the post of Chairman of the Bombay Port Trust. You further request that 
measures be taken to secure that all Port Trusts in India, and the Bombay Port Trust 
in particular, should have a majority of Indian trustees. 

2. As regrads the first point, I am to point out that the reasons of the Governor 
General for refusing assent to the introduction of a Bill under sub*scction (3) of 
Section 80A of the Government of India Act cannot be called in question and are 
not open to discussion. The Government of India, however, have no difficulty in 
defining their own attitude to the general question. They consider that it would bo 
contrary alike to public policy and to the interests of the port to make a statutory 
provision that Chairman of Port Trusts should be appointed on racial grounds. In 
this connection I am also to invite your attention to Section 111 (1) of the Govern¬ 
ment of India Bill which is now before Parliament. 

3. As you point out, the Bobmay Port Trust Act was amended as recently as 
1922 in order to give wider representation to Indian business interests. It is the 
policy of Government to see that, in the constitution of Port Trusts, due weightago 
is given to all important interests concerned in the welfare of the trade of the Port, 
and, so far as the elected element is concerned. Government are not aware of any 
recent changes in relative interests of such importance as to make a further adjust¬ 
ment again necessary. At the same time, there seems no reason to doubt that, pari 
passu with the progress of Indianisation in Government services, those interests which 
have to rely on nomination by the Local Government will be increasingly represented 
by Indians. 

4. The considerations given above apply equally to other Port Trusts in India, 
vvdth regard to which also you will realise that Government must give greater weight 
to expressions of local opinion than to the views of your Chamber. 

I have the, etc., 

(8d.) II. BOW, 

Joint Secretary to the Govei'nment of India, 


]^. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : mat are the grounds on which 
sanction was refujscd ? 


The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : The grounds are contained 
in the copy of the letter which I have laid on the table. 


Mr. S. Satyamurti : Do Government consider that, to reserve rbe 
Chairmanship of a Pori Trast to an Indian in his own country, is racial ? 
It is never considered racial in any other country. What are the racial 
considerations involved in thi.s, please ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : They are to be found in the 
letter which I have laid on the table. 


Mr, S. Satyami^i ; T have read that letter where it is said that to 
give sanction to a Bill of this kind will mean raising racial considerations. 
I am a.sking the Government for a statement of the reasons as to why 
they eonsider reserving the Chairmanship of an Indian Port Trust to 
an Indian in his own country will raise racial considerations. I have 
never heard of such a proposition anywhere in the world. 


The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : The reasons have been stated 
m Tliat letter. My Honourable friend is entitled to draw an opinion 
opposite to that which has been drawn by others. 

8- ®8.tyaniurti : What is the opinion of the Government of India 
on which they base this .statement that reserving the Chairmanship of an 
Indian Port Trust for Indians will raise racial considerations ? 


, .. Sir Nripendra Sircar : That is contained 

letter. There is nothing further for me to add. 


in the 
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Mr. S. Satyamurti : There is nothing in that letter. Zero plus Zero 
is Zero. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : That is a matter for opinion, 
whether it is zero or one hundred. 

Direct Representation of Indians on the Fiji Central Legislature. 

149. *Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : (a) Will Government 

state whether it is a fact that the Central Legislature of the Fiji islands 
has de[)rivel Indians of their rights enjoyed till now in regard to direct 
representation on Ihc Legislature ? 

(6) lias the Indian Association approached the Colonial Office with 
an appeal to protect the Indian interest ? 

(c) What action have Government taken in this matter 1 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a), (b) and (c). The Honourable 

Member presumably refers to a Resolution passed by the Fiji Legislative 
Council, recommending that for the system of election to the Legislative 
Council, the system of nominatioji should be substituted. The Indian 
Association, Fiji, have made representatioiiis against this proposal to the 
Colonial Office. The Government of India will consult the Standing 
Emigration (V)mmittce of the two Houses of the Central Legislature and 
then communicate their views to the Colonial Office. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : Has the Resolution come into 
effect ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : The Resolution has not come into effect. 
As a matter of fact, the dissolution of the Legislative (Council has been 
postponed by one year in order to enable this question to be considered. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : Is it a fact that the Government of Fiji have 
decided to take over the municipalities of Suwa and Levuka ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : There is a question on that subject down 
on the order paper. When that comes up, my Honourable friend will, 

I hope, get satisfaction. 

Brnrvit o¥ Poor Relief to tee Indians in 'Natal. 

150. *]yir. T. 8. Avinashilingam Chettiar : (a) Are Government 

aware that the Finance Minister of Natal has stated in his reply to the 
recent representation by the Natal Indian Congress for the extension of 
Gie benefit of poor relief to the Indian cavses, that it is not possible to 
introduce legislation to include Indians under the Old Age Pension Scheme 
which applies to Europeans ? 

(b) Have Government made any representations to the Government 
of Natal in this matter 1 

(c) If so, what is the result of such representations ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) Yes. 

(&) and (c). The Minister promised to do what he could to see that 
some provision was made for aged and indigent Indians. No representa¬ 
tions were considered necessary after this assurance. 
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Mr. T, 8. Av iifiq.fthiiiTigfl.ni Clisttiar : What is the result of the 
representations ? 

Sir Girja Shfl-nkgr Bajpai : They are still under consideration. 

Devaluation of Indian Currency. 

151. *Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : (a) Are Government 
aware that most of the countries of the world have been devaluating thair 
currencies f 

{b) Ait Government aware that through devaluation they have been 
seeking to give an encouragement to their export trade ? 

(r) Are Government aware that the export trade of India has con¬ 
siderably suiTered because of this policy of devaluation adopted by other 
countries t 

(d) Do Govenimeiit intend to devaluate the Indian currency to 
counteract the harm done by the devaluation of currencies by other 
countries t 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : [a) Government are aware that 
the currency of some countries has been devalued. 

(b) The devaluation was in most cases occasioned by the absolute 
impossibility of preserving the old parties and not hy a deliberate act 
of policy having for its object the encouragement of export trade. 

(c) This is a matter of opinion. 

(d) Certainly not. 1 can imagine nothing more damaging to the 
true interests of India, particularly those of the cultivator. 

Deficit in the Railway Budget. 

152. *lVIr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : \a) Are Government 
aware that the actuals in the Railway Budget estimate for the current year 
are much below the estimates for the year ? 

(h) What is Government’s revised estimate for the year V 

(e) Do Government expect tu have a deficit ? If so, by what amount, 
and how do they propose to meet the deficit ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : (a) Yes. 

(h) It is too early to frame a revised estimate. 

(c) The budget estimates anticipated a deficit of about two crores, 
but they were based on the assumption that our earnings would be about 
three crorcs belter than last year. As, however, the earnings for the first 
four moiitlis are below last year’s, it is likely that, unless the position im¬ 
proves, the deficit in the year will be considerably more than anticipated. 
Any deficit that is ultimately found to exist will be met by temporary 
borrowings from the Depreciation Fund ; but I may add that railway 
administrations have been asked to reduce working expenses wherever 
possible and to examine every pos.sibility of increasing revenue. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : Do they propose to impose a 
cut in salaries again t 
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The Honourahle Bir Miihaiopaad Za!TtQlah ithMi • 'n. ». 

pr(>’)OSlil lit iirescut under cniwideration. ^ ‘ 

lb. 8. SaljMlrarti ; Have Uovetniuent heard Item the Kailway ad- 
m answer to their eahortation to rednec workme e‘pe,S. 
liud to iiicretuso tlio rovoiiuo ! ® ^ 


The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : A meeting was 
held between the Honourable the Finance Member, the Agents of Hail- 
ways, the Members of the Kailway Board and myself some time ago 
when this (luestion was discussed and tentative suggestions were made. 
The Agents were asked to consider tho.se suggestions in tletail and duy 
others that might oeeiir to them or be sent to them, and the question will 
he more fully discussed with the Agents next October. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Have Government considered the particular 
question of rail-road competition, in rcspt^el specially of passenger 
tralllic ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : That is also one 
of the qiUiistioiLs that is being considered. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; Have Government decided that, if there is a 
deficit next year, they will raid the depreciation fund again ? Have they 
eonsulted the Finance Department and have the Finance Department 
any voice in the matter 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have answered 
iliat question in reading out my written answer. 

Mr. S. Satyumurti : Have Government come to their conclusions, 
after consulting the Finance Department ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Government in- 
(dudes the Finance Department. 

Prof. N. O. Ranga : Was the suggestion ever considered of offering 
better facilities for third class passengers and making third class 
travelling more popular ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Yes. Government 
have considered that. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Have Government taken any steps to see that 
the tliird class passenger is made a welcome visitor, and not an unwelcome 
stranger who is not wanted on the railways ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : They are con¬ 
stantly eoihsidering the comfort and convenience of third class passengers 
and making such improvements as are possible. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What are the recent improvements made ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad 2bfrullah Khan : One of the recent 
improvements contemplated is a new type of third class carriage which 
U in course of construction and which Honourable Members or such of 
them as are interested will be invited to examine in the cold weather 
at Delhi. 

Seth Oovind Das : Do Government really know what are the diffi¬ 
culties of third class passengers T 
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The Honourable Sir Muhammad Sf^rullah Khan : They are being 
constantly told. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : Does not the Honourable Member think that the 
be,st way of making third class carriages popular is to ask the liigh 
officers of (loveriunent to travel third class and give them only third 
class travelling allowances 1 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Next ques¬ 
tion. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Kha-ti : May I answer 
that question. Sir ? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : It is not 
necessary. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I did travel third- 
class myself last March, to find out. 

Depbeciation allowed undek the Income-tax Rules. 

15:». ’•'Mr. T.^ S. Avinashilingam Chettiar ; (a) Will Government 
state wliether it is true that under the Income-tax Rules, a definite sum 
of fiv’e per cent, is allowed on machinery for depreciation 1 

(6) Is it a fact that this five per cent, is calculated on the basis that 
the machinery will la.st for twenty years, under the presumption that it is 
worked only during day ? 

(e) Are Government aware that many of the cotton-mills, factories 
and others are being worked both during day and night, and yet a depre¬ 
ciation of only five per cent, is allowed by the Income-tax authorities ? 

{<!) Is it true that under the British Income-tax Daw, depreciation 
is allowed on machineries according to the number of hours of working 1 

(e) Are Government prepared to consider introducing in Indian 
Income-tax law the same principle allowing a depreciation according to 
the hours worked by the machineries concerned f 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : (a) No. There is a variety of rates ranging from 
five per cent, to 25 per cent, but the general rate for unspecified machinery 
is 5 per ee-nt. 

(b) It is not a fact that the presumption mentioned by the Honour¬ 
able Member has been made in estimating the probable life of ditforent 
classes of machinery. 

(c) Yes, except in cases where the prescribed rate of allowance 
exceeds 5 per cent. 

(d) There is no such provision in the British law ; but I understand 
that in practice the Commls.sioners have allowed increased depreciation in 
the ease of certain particular industries or particular mills in which un¬ 
usually Jong hours have been worked. The industries affected do not in¬ 
clude the cotton textile industry. 

(e) Government have the whole question under consideration. 

Mr. T. 8. Avinashilingain Obettiar: On what basis is the rate of 
five per cent, allowed f 
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Mr , A. H. Uoyd : Roughly on the basis that the machinery will 
probably last for 20 years. 

1^. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : When a greater amount of work 
is done in mills, etc., as mentioned in clause (c), will Government con¬ 
sider a greater percentage of depreciation ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : I liave answered that question in my reply to part 
(e) of the question. 

Recruitment op Probationers in the Traffic Department of the 

Calcutta Port Trust. 

154. *Mr. Basanta Kumar Das : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that towards the end of the year 1929, the 
Coinniissioners for the Port of Calcutta appointed probationers in their 
Traffic Department in order to train them up for the officers’ posts ? 

(h)> Were probationers in the Traffic De})artment of the Calcutta Port 
Trust appointed in the j'^ears 1930 to 1984 1 

(c) Tl* Ihe answer to parts (a) and (/>) be in the affirmative, how 
many such jirobationers were taken in, and what different nationalities 
and reliprions do they belon*? to ? What are their respective qualifications 
and on what emoluments were they appointed ? 

(r/) Did the Port Trust authorities while reernitin" these probationers 
have in viev,» the object of absorbing them in tlie permanent establishment 
against probable vacancies which were antiei])ated to occur by the time 
the probationers completed their period of training ? 

(e) What was the period of training prescribed for these pro¬ 
bationers ^ 

(/) How many jirobationers completed their period of training in the- 
years 1930, 1931, i932, 1933 and 1934 ? 

(p) Did any vacancy, or vacancies, occur or were any new posts 
created in the senior rank of Calcutta Port Trust services in th<» Ti*affic, 
as also in other Departments, sucli as Marine and Engineering, in the 
years 1930, 1931, 1932, 1933 and 1934 ? If so, how many of these vacan¬ 
cies and posts were filled up by probationers who completed their iieriod 
of training t 

(h) If none of the probationers were appointed in any of the vacan¬ 
cies or posts in the senior rank of the Port Trust services in the Traffic 
or in other Departments, will Government be pleased to state the reason 
why they were not appointed ? 

(i) Is it a fact that of the candidates from all over India who applied 
for appointment as ‘ Traffic Probationers ’ on that occasion, those who 
were, after a preliminary elimination, asked to appear before a Board for 
final selection were paid second class fare from their respective stations 
to Calcutta and back ? If so, how many of the candidates living outside 
Calcutta were granted interviews, and what was the amount spent on their 
travelling allowances 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) Yes. 

(6) Bight probationers were appointed in 1934. 

LlSUiAD 0 
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(c) A statement containing the information asked for is laid on the 
table. 

(d) Yes. 

{e) Three years with the possibility of the period being extended to 
four 3 ^ears. 

(/) 1930 and 1931—none. 

1932—Six. 

1933 and 1934—^none. 

(g) and (^). Vacancies in senior ranks did occur, but none of these 
were filled by probationers as they were not (jualified to fill senior posts. 
No new posts were created in the senior ranks of the Traffic Dei)artnient. 
Traffic probationers bad no qualifications for posts in the Marine and 
Engineering branches. 

(0 Yes. TAventy-six candidates were interviewed. Second class 
fares to and from (.Calcutta were given to candidates Avho came from outside 
Calcutta, but it is not possible now to give the total amount spent on 
travelling allowance, as a detailed investigation of old records would require 
to be made, involving an expenditure of time and labour that woidd be 
entirely incommensurate Avith the value of the results obtained. 


Statement shoiting the qualifications, nationality, ete., of the probationers recruite/l in the Traffic 
Department of the Calcutta Pori Commissioner',, 

Probationers appointed in 1929. 


Educational qualifications. 

Nationality. 

Religion. 

B. A. 

Indian 

Hindu. 

Senior Cambridge .. 

Anglo-Indian 

Christian. 

B. Sc. 

Indian 

Hindu. 

Senior Cambridge .. 

Anglo-Indian 

Christian. 

B. Sc. 

Indian 

Hindu. 

B. Sc. 

Indian 

Muslim. 

Senior Cambridge .. 

Anglo-Indian 

Christian. 

Probationers appointed in 1934. 


B. A. 

Indian 

Hindu. 

B. A. 

Anglo-Indian 

Christian. 

B. A. 

Indian 

Sikh. 

Senior Cambridge .. 

Anglo-Indian 

Christian. 

Matric .. 

Indian 

Hindu. 

LA. 

Anglo-Indian 

Christian. 

P. A. 

Indian 

Hindu. 

Senior Cambridge .. 

Anglo-Indian 

Christian. 


All 15 probationers mere appointed on a salazy of Ks. 100—50—200 per mensem. 
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Mr. Basanta Kumar Das : With regard to part (i) of the question, 
12 Noon many of those who came from outside were 

appointed ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have no informa¬ 
tion at present : if the Honourable Member is anxious to have the informa¬ 
tion, I Hiicill obtain it for him, if it is readily available. 


MOTIONS FOR ADJOURNMPINT. 

Interests of Indians concernicd in Zanzibar. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : I have 
received notice of a motion for adjournment from Pandit (Jovind Ballabh 
Pant : he proposes to ask for leave to move for an adjournment of the 
busine'^s of the House today with a view to discuss a matter of urgent 
public imporlance, namely, the extension of the moratoriiini by the Zanzibar 
GoverniiK'iit and the failure of the Government to safeguard the interests 
of Indians concerned in Zanzibar. Have Oovernment anylhing to say in 
the matter 1 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Leader of the House) : If I 
might make a submission. 

Mr. P. E. James (Madras : European) : May I rise to a point of 
order ? It has been unfortunately quite impossible for Members on Ihis 
side of the House to hear what the adjournment motion is on. I wonder, 
Sir, if you would be so kind as to explain to us what the motion is. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : I will read it 
again : there is already a notice of an adjournment motion regarding the 
accoustics of the House, But I shall read out this motion again : it is 
that the business of the House be adjourned for the purpose of discussing 
a matter of urgent public importance, namely', the extension of the 
moratorium by the Zanzibar Government and the failure of the Govern¬ 
ment to safeguard the interests of Indiana concerned in Zanzibar. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Sir, I say that if the matter 
is forced on us today, I have certain objections : but I am proposing a 
course which can only be sanctioned by the Chair : I understand my 
Honourable friend has no objection to it or rather he would like it : I have 
no objection to this matter coming on on Monday, reserving to myself 
the liberty to raise such objections as I may be advised—such objections as 
I might have taken today. I find that the Chair has power to do that 
and it has been done on previous occasions. If you agree with this course, 
you might let this stand over till Monday, because there is some chance of 
our coming to some kind of arrangement : if it is not, then the motion could 
be disposed of then. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : It is very un¬ 
usual to adjourn a motion of this sort for several days : I know what has 
been done before : it has been taken up the next day or the .day after—so 
far as J can recollect : but, so far as I am aware, there is nothing in the 
rules to prevent me from doing it, and if the Honourable Member, \rho has 
given notice of the motion, has no objection, I shall take it up on Monday, 
and I shall hear any point of order or any objection that may be raised 
then. 

LlSlliAD o2 
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Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant (Bohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) ; 1 have no objection, and 1 expect that the 
occasion for raising objections will not arise. 

At’COUSTiCS OF THE ASSEMBLY CHAMBER IN SiMLA. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; As regards the 
other motion, several complaints have been made to me regarding the 
accousties of this House : we are all familiar with the difficulties of making 
ourselves heard to the more distant parts of the House. This is Oi difficulty 
which has been experienced all along, and the matter has been under con¬ 
sideration whether anything can be done to improve the position, and I 
am hoping that before tlie next .Session at any rate something will liave 
been done and that the Government will help the Assembly in this matter. 
In the meantime, I may announce to the Members of this House lliat if 
any Member who is sitting far awa^^ wishes to speak, he may come closer 
to the seats available lower down. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra (Presidency Division : Noii-Muhinn- 
madan Rural) : What about liearing, ISir f What about those who want 
to hear the Ilonourable Alembers sitting in front f We w^aiit a ruling in 
resjiect of that. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Nothing more 
can be clone innv. 


ELKCTIOXS OF iMEAlDERS TO THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
PILGRIMAGE TO THE HEDJAZ AND THE STANDING COAl- 
MITTEE FOR ROADS. 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : I have to 
inform the Assembly that upto 12 noon on Wednesday, the 4th Se[)icmber, 
1935, the time fixed for receiving nominations for tlie Standing Committee 
on Pilgrimage to the Iledjaz and the Standing Committee for Roads, one 
nomination for each of the (Committees w'as received. As there is only one 
vacancy ju each of tlie Committees, I declare Khan Sahib Shaikh Fazl-i- 
Haq Pij'aeha and Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra to be duly elected to the 
Standing (’omiuittee on Pilgrimage to the IIt‘iljaz and the Standing Com¬ 
mittee for Roads, respectively. 


THE CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik (Home Member) : Sir, T must 
begin. 

Sardar Sant Singh (West Punjab : Sikh) : May I rise to a point <»f 
order in this connection ? The copy of the Bill that was introduced in 
this House some days back contains a mere reference to certain sections 
of the Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1932. May I know if Honourable 
Members of this House wishing to propose certain amendments to the 
various sections—will those amendments be directed to the Act which has 
not yet expired or will the amendments be directed with reference to the 
clauses there ? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : That quesrioii 
does not arise at present : when the time comes, the Honourable Member 
can raise his point. 
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The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I was going to say that 1 owi'. an 
apology to the House l*or the .somewhat unintelligible feirm of the Bill which 
I am asking it to take into consideration. But that is the worst of amend¬ 
ing and consolidating Bills, that they are not intelligible unless they are 
read in connection with the original Acts. I have, however, made arrange¬ 
ments that copies of the original Acts, that is the Emergency Press Act of 
1931 and the Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1932, should be placed in 
the ham is of llonouralde Alembers, and I hope that those are now in the 
possession of all Honourable Members. 

Some Honourable Members : Not all Members : only half. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I can only regret that, but I have 
done my best, and I think probably more copies will be available today. 
Meanwliile, I might venture to suggest that if Honourable Members would 
follow my observations by the Act of 1932, they will, 1 think, be able to 
find them intelligible. 

The Houae is aware that the Criminal Law Amendment Act, passed in 
1932, expires about three months hence. The Bill which I am now asking 
the House to take into consideration proposes to renew most but not all 
of the provisions of that Act. It adds nothing new to that Act. I am 
very conscious that in inviting the House to share the responsibility of 
renewing those i)rovisions I am a'<king it to undertake a very real res¬ 
ponsibility ; but I would a'^k the House to believe that we should not have 
made til is request had we not been honestly convinced that we should have 
been false to our own responsibility if we had decided to take what wouhl 
obviously have been a far easier eoursf.. 

Sardar Sant Singh : What is the motion before the House 1 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I will move it at the end of my 
speech : T was saying that we would have l)een false to our own responsi¬ 
bility if we had decided to take what would obviously have been a far 
easier course and decided to discard the weapons which the [)resent Act 
providers for dealing with movements which threaten the peaceful pro¬ 
gress of India. 

Sardar Sant Singh : What is the motion before the House ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Tlie motion before the Hons** Is 
that the Bill bo taken into consideration. I can move it at the end of my 
speech. 

Sardar Sant Singh : In that case, T will be deprived of the oppor¬ 
tunity of raising my point of order. 

Mr, President (The Honourable ^ir Abdur Rahim) ; Thai is tl e 
usual ])ractiee. 

Sardar Sant Singh : Tf he moves it at the end of his speech, then I 
cannot move. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : What is the 
Honourable Member’s point of order t 

Sardar Sant Singh : My point is that there is no proper Bill before 
the House. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Then the 
Honourable Member ought to have objected at the introduction stage. 
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Saxdar Sant Sing'h : The convention is not to oppose a Bill at the 
introduction stage. Now, there is no proper Bill before the House. 

Mr. President (The Honourable JSir Abcliir llahiiii) : What is the 
meaning oi! “ no proj)er Bill before the House ? 

Sardar Sant Singh : My submission is that the Bill is framed in 
such a —lor instaucv, 1 \Nill roa<l clause 2 of the Bill. It says : 

“ .''til. , ilufii (,i) ot di.tie'll 1 bcvLioiid 1, IJ, S, 15, 17 aiul -0 of tUi? 

( t nil!. :i L. i\\ Aiiuni(iiin‘iit A«'t, are lu‘rt‘h\ ’ 

'i” A, clauise 4 says : 

‘‘ In siib-.'«tN*^uni (.) of ••iMtioii 1 of llio naw AiiKMiilniiMit Ai't, 103-, the 

words and ligures.' 

Mr. President (The Hoiioimible Sir Abdiir llaliim) : What is the 
objection '/ 

Sardar Sant Singh: My objection is that, during ilu^ Second 
Heading stage, if Honourable Members of this House wish to propose 
cciMain amendments, it will not be possible for them to do so in Ihe absence 
of the 'oording of Ihc clauses that are not given in the Bill it.-.eif. We 
cuiuiot, oJ course, be cx])ev4ed to propose aniendments to the sections of an 
Act tliai has not yet expired. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdiir Rahim) : Tlic Cliair does 
not think that is a proper objection. 

Sardar Sant Singh : Sir, the Act has not expired yet. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir .\bdur Rahim) : All tlie Hliair 
can .-say al present is tliat tlie Honourable ]\lember must make liis best 
atfci ipt to frame any amendment he likes, and, if lie finds any difficulty, 
he can ask for a ruling from the Chair as to whether the form adofited 
by him is in proper form or not. 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena (Lucknow Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : 1 rise to a point of order, Sir. At page 27 of the Legislative 
Manual of Business and Procedure, in jiaragraph 76, it is stated— I am 
refei-ring to the proviso at the bottom of the page : 

“ Provided that no such motion shall be made until after copies of the Bill have 
been made available for the use of Members, and that any Member may object to any 
such motion being made unless copies of the Bill have >)cen so made available for three 
days before the day on which the motion is made.'" 

My objection is tills, that tlie motiou is being made today, and three 
days before today e.opio.s of the Bill were not made available. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Chair 
understands copies of the Bill were placed on tlie table on the morning 
of the second. 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : No doubt, a copy of the Bill was made 
avai!ab!(' on tlie morning of the second, but my submission is this, it is 
not Ihree days, and the Bill is not complete by itself, because it relates to 
another Act which is made available oidy today, and only a few Honour¬ 
able Members have got copies. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdnr Rahim) : The Chair does 
not think there is any substance in the point of order. The Bill was made 
available on tlie morning of the second. 
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direeU'd inamlv »i< Cw.lk ; llie Act of 1\)32 was admittedly 

nu>ii< entirely, against the Civil Disobedience Move- 

iiiU 1 " House in 1932, iSir Harry Haig made it 

quite cli'ar that Governraeut had in mind not only the Civil Disobedience 
Moveiuiiiit, but two other tlirciiis to peaceful i)rogress, namely, lorroriKin 
and (communism. To these J would like to add what now »seems lo be an 
even more dangerous threat, and that is tli.'» baneful shadow of eonuuunal 
dissension. That evil is, to our deep regret, beeoming day by day a graver 
nienaee to the jujaee of the country, ft is against these; liiree dangers, 
terrorism, (\nnmiinism and communal unrest, as well as against Cyivil 
Disobedience, that tlie existing Act provide.s most necessary safeguards, 
and we should be acting contrary to oiir eonviction>s, and, in our view, 
endangering the ])eaee of tlie eountry, if we had decided to relax these 
safeguards so long as the triple menace in question is still in existence.... 

An Honourable Member : (iiiadruple. 


The Honourable Sir Henry Graik : Triple, 1 think. 
An Honourable Member : (Jivil DLsobedieiun^. 


Tiio Honourable Sir Henry Graik : I am coming to Civil Dis- 
ohi«lienee. As n'^ards (,'ivi] l)i.sob(*dIi*n»'e, it is, of course, accepted that 
the mo\(nji'*!it h.as been suspended. T have tlie highest authority, that 
of th (• t.'ongress Prc'sichmt himself, for the stati'ineni that while it bus been 
»sus|i(*nd''d, it has not bt'on ‘<to[)[)ed. 

An Honourable Member : Thank Cod. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Graik : Hut certain manifestations of 
that movement have jmw h('en (juiescont for a long time, and it is for this 
reason that we liave doedded to drop those sect hois of the existing Act that 
arc directed particularly against such manifcstalicms, but at the same 
time w'* cannot ignore tin* possibility tliiit there may he a revival of Civil 
Disobodience in tlie comparatively near future. That is another possi¬ 
bility in addition to the triple menace to which I have referred which we 
liave constantly to bear in mind. 

Sir, before coming to the actual details of the Bill, 1 think 1 owe it 
to the House to explain why my motion is for consideration and not for 
reference to a Select Committee. For one thing time is an important con¬ 
sideration. though not, I quite admit, the conclusive consideration, but my 
main reason for not suggesting that the Bill should be referred to a Select 
Committee is the fact that while we are dropping certain provisions of the 
existing iaw', we are not adding in any way to the existing law,—our Bill 
includes nothing whatever that is new. Now the provisions of the existing 
law have of course been before Ihe country for the last three years, and all 
interested in the question, directly or indirectly, must be familiar with 
those nrovisions. The existing Act was discussed at ver^*^ great length in 
this Assembly in 1932. Tlie discussion lasted, I think, for no less than 19 
days, apart from the discus«sion in the Select Committee. Tn tiuse cir¬ 
cumstances, we do not consider that it is desirable or necessary that this 
Bill should be committed to a Select Committee to be considered in detail. 
We think it preferable that consideration should take place before a Com¬ 
mittee of the whole House. 

Sir, the first operative clause of the Bill is that which repeals certain 
sections of the Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1932, and perhaps the 
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most iinporlant and certainly the most contentious of these is the sub-clause 
which repeals the sub-section of the Act of 1932 which limited the diiration 
of that Act to three years, or, in other w^ords, the sub-clause whicjli pro¬ 
poses to ^^ive permanency to tiiose measures which we suggest should be 
retained. The House will, of course, expect some justification of that pro¬ 
posal. It may be argued, and no doubt will be argued, that if the Act 
of 1932 was limited in its duration to three years, why should it be now 
considered necessary to make part of the Act permanent ? In the first 
place, 1 v/ould like to remind the House that the Act of 1932, when intro¬ 
duced in the form of a Hill, was designed to be permanent. It was only 
in its passage through the Select Committee that Government accepted 
the proposal that its duration should be limited. Events have proved, in 
our view though I have no doubt not in the view of Honourable Members 
opposite, that the period given vras not, in fadt, long enough. Then there 
is the general consideration that temporary legislation designed to counter 
subversive movements must have this unsatisfactory feature, that it 
encourages those who are promoting such movements to cherish the hope 
that the time will come when their unlawful activities can be resumed. 
There is no inducement for them to droj) plotting and planning for the 
future. There is, in fact, no inducement for them to bring about what we 
so ardentlj desire, and that is a change of heart. On the other hand, a 
permanem* Act can always be repealed if the Government and the Ijegis- 
lature are satisfied that it is no longer required. Now, Sir, that of course 
is a general consideration with which no doubt all will not agree. And it 
is not really our primary or main reason for proposing to give this Bill 
permanency. Our main reason is that of the three dangers to which I 
have referred, terrorism, communal unrest, and the communist movement, 
it is impo.s.sible to foresee any reasonable ]ieriod of time within which, at 
any rate, the first two of these will not be a serious menace to the public 
peace. The terrorist movement has now been in existenee for over thirty 
years, and though I admit tliat there has been some improvement recently 
in this 7’e.s])ect, at any rate in Bengal, partly owing to the sterner measures 
adopted to, deal with it, and, partly, I gladly acknowledge, owing to the 
revulsion of public opinion again.st the movement, yet the movement is 
still active and is still drawing recruits and it is impossible at present for 
us t) relax any of our more im])ortant precautions. In the last three or 
four months, there have been several murders and attempted murders— 
I am speaking of India as a whole and not only of Bengal. 

An Honourable Member : Including Jubbnlporc. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik ; .and numerous other 

instances pointing to the conclusion that terrorist conspiracies are still in 
being. In the north of India we have reason to think that there has been 
within the last few months a distinct revival of terrorism. As regards 
the second grave danger, I mean communal unrest, I regret that I can 
recall no time within my long experience of India when tension has been 
more acute. 

An Honourable Member : So long as the third party remains. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : .and more widespread, nor 

I think any time when all thoughtful opinion, both official and non-official, 
has been more apprehensive of the futnre. 
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An Honourable Member : Is not the Communal Award responsible 
for it V v'fhere were other interruptions also.) 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I would ask Honourable Members 
not to interrupt me. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim); Order, onler. 
The Hoiiourable Member is making a serious proposal, and the Chair 
hopes Honourable Members will listen to what the Honourable the Home 
Member has to say without interrupting him. 

The Honourable S:r Henry Craik : I have dealt witii terrorism and 
eommiinal unrest. As regards the third menace, the Communist move¬ 
ment the danger of that movement is one which, T think, is 
not perhaps fully appreciated by the general public. And 
that is, of course, very natural. It is not for obvious reasons 
possible for us to publish all the information we obtain about that move¬ 
ment, but I can assure the House that it is a movement which is becoming 
steadily and increasingly aetive and that it is a serious threat, not merely 
to Government, but to the whole fabric and organisation of society as at 
present constituted. I will, if the House will allow^ me, amplify that 
point at a later stage in the course of my remarks. 

I have given very briefly our reasons for making this measure per¬ 
manent. T do not propose to examine the (picstion of permanency in rela¬ 
tion to each individual clause ; that w^inld hardly be within the scope (vf a 
second reading speech. But T would like to emphasise this. The Bill is 
intended as a safeguard against revolutionary and subversive inoveinents 
generally, and in particular, against the three imminent dangers to the 
public j)oace which I have described. As regards none of these dangers 
can we foresee at present any reasonable time when wre can safely relax 
our precautions. 

T Avill now deal with individual clauses of the Bill. To begin 'with, 
as T have said, recoprnising the fact that Civil Disoliedience is in abeyance, 
wo are proposing the reiieal of five scions which deal with ])arlicular 
forms of the illegal manifestations of that movement. The first is sec¬ 
tion ?—I am referring throughout to the Act of 1932. We propose to 
re]ieal sod ion 2 which deals with the offence of dissuading from enlist¬ 
ing in the Army, Navy, Air force or Police service, section 3 wdiich deals 
with inducing or altempling to indiire ])ul)^ic servants to fail in their duty, 
seel ion 4 which deals with the boyc '.li of public servants, se<*tion 6 wdiich 
makes penal Ihe dissemination of false rumours, and section 8 w'hich 
confers jmwer on the Courts to compel the ]>aront or guardian of a young 
person convicted of certain offonecs to pav the fine inflicted. All these 
pr(»visions are proposed to be repealed. We propn^se to retain section 5 
'wdiich, as T explained at the introduction stage, fills an obvious gap in 
the ordinary la'vv. That section makes it penal to republish, in whole or 
in part, a document which has onee been proscribed. 

Now’ I come to section 7, a more important section than any of lliose 
with W’liich I have dealt already. Se(*,tion 7 deals with the ofFence of 
picketing. It is proposed to retain this section and also to retain he 
provision that it does not aiitomatienllv come into force in any area b- t 
comes into force only when it is notified by the Local Government. It 
might, of course, be argued and p'^rhaps will be argued that picketing 
was a form and indeed one of the principal forms of the Civil Disobe- 
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(lienee Alovenienl. We reeoj^nise Unit that movement is in abeyance, that 
picketing by pronH»ters of lliat en)\et‘n'n1 Ijas bt'en stopped, but that is 
not tho reason Avhy we are seeking to retain this seetieii. Every fjoeal 
Government or praeticjally every Local Government, eveiy Administra¬ 
tion in India has sti’essed the necessity for its retentioji, i'or ahln)iigh it is 
perL'e(;tly true that ]M(^ketiiig uas started as part of tlie (Uvil Disobc- 
diiiice Movimicnt or aiiylioAv became a very ]>r()minent fealui*e of the 
Civil Disobedience ^Ijoivenieiit. it is what I feel I must describe ;is an evil 
legacy left by tliat movement, which has lu'en adopt(*d as a regular melliod 
of expressing opposition to Government or opposition to any private 
persons with whom tlie pieketers ha])pen to diflVr on I’eligious, p.nlitical or 
economic grounds. T wdll develop that ]M)int in a monunt bid in any 
CcMse j)i(*keting is undoubtedly a Torm of. intimidation and a grave inva¬ 
sion of private rights. As my predecessor said, the public must be pro¬ 
tected against this particular form of tyranny. To illustrate wdiat 1 said 
just now about piek(diug having Im^cii adopted as a regnhir metbod of 
exi)res.sing opposition t‘ithor to Gentumment or to jirivate persons, 1 have 
irrormatiou lo .slmw’ tliat picketing is now con.stantly em[)loyed in strikes, 
more partienlarly in strikes of Gommnnist origin, and that w’hen so em- 
])]oy(‘d it almcjst invai’iably liMds to violence. Section 7, the section wdiicM 
W'e propose to retaan, lias actually been found most useful in dt*aling with 
that form ol* picketing, (jiiite apart from the CMvil Disobedience Movermmt, 
particularly in Dombay and in Nfagpur. In Burma, iiicketing of an 
intensive type is a very common feature of school strikes and rapidly bi*- 
comes intimidation in an extreme Form. In the l^injab too this fcalnre 
has beim ]iri^sent. Pii'keting w’as employed there only recimtly in a. strike 
by the students of a Hindu tcMdinieal institiuion, not a Government insti¬ 
tution. The strike W'as directed not against Government in any Avay but 
against the private i^u'sons who \\(m*c t!ic managing body of that institu¬ 
tion. There' was another case of picketing in a GoviTnimmt Engineering 
College w^hieh certainly did lead to force and violence. T have rather an 
interesting story to tell the House as to this form of the use of picketing. 
In Amritsar there were two rival cinema houses, situated close together, 
and the proprietor of one of those houses managed to get hold of a par¬ 
ticularly popular film, an Indian film. The proprietor of the otlier house 
saw all his clientele going day after day into the rival house. So he 
decided that that would not do at all. He spread about rumours that the 
film in question contained several gross insults to the Islamic religion and 
he hired men to piekei the rival Cinema house*. That went on for several 
days. The police had lo he called in. There were several assaults and 
so far as I remember there w^as a really grave danger to the public peace. 
The mo\<‘nient Avas put doAvn (»nly by dealing with the pieketers under 
this si'cticm. Ev(?jitnally a small committee of leading and respected 
Muslims Avas appointed to undertake a private censorship of the film. 
They said tlird Hu re w'^as nothing AvhatcATr in the film that conld be 
claimed even by tin* A\dldcst streieh of imagination to (?innta,in any .sort of 
insulting reference to Islam. It was merely a trade dodge to prevent 
people going into the rival cinema house. 

Sir, the experience of every jirovince has been that picketing almost 
invariably leads to disorder and violence even Avhen it was employed by 
people who nominally follow the creed of non-violence and that, T think, 
is siilfieient jusfifieation for the retention of section 7. 
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I need not detain tlie House for more than a minute or two on the 
next two sections which aie o/ cfoujiaial.veJy t^jinor iin))orla:K*e and which 
it is proposed to retain with a few small conse(|uenlial amendments. The 
offence of picketinp; will continue to be cognisable and non-bailable. This 
is essential, because ])ersons, who are exposed to picketinj?, have very 
seldom in our experience the courage to institute complaints. Section 11, 
another section nliieh is to be rclained, gives the Government of India, 
as o]>p< M'd 1() Local Governiiieols, ];ower to declare an association an nn- 
hwfol e'-'^of'iation. Thai was a -^ vi.sir.n u? Ilie original Act of 1908 but 
it was dro])ped wlum ’he Act was amend(‘d in 19:2J. It is obviou ly a 
matlei* of convenience that in the case of associations of an all-India 
character Avliieh it is m^eessary to declare unlaw’lui the (l(*cl:iration should 
be by the (iov(‘rnm(Mit of India. 

XexI I co]>ie to an important and. F lo’n’ii a very coni»ovrrsial sec¬ 
tion, lliat is section nf tlie pre^eni Act of 19112. That w'as the section 
that added six i\r\\ section ^ to Act XIV of 1908, the Act wdiieh gives 
(i ' ‘M-nment power to declare associations to be unlawful. The new sec¬ 
tions gave Government powder to notify and take possession of places 
1 i by nnlawful associations, to taK<* possessifoi of moveable property 
found in such places, and to forfe‘t the funds of .sneh associations. Xow 
Tuy broad general ease for the retention of these powers is as follows. 
If you admit that Go^crnmenl shouJfl liave tlie power of formally declar¬ 
ing as unlawful certain associations, certain subversive movements, then 
1 cl'iim that that power should be of an effective nature, that is to <ay, 
it should he sufficient to enable Government to bring to a luilt the activi¬ 
ties of the assoeiat.V>n which has heem declared unlawful. The Act of 
1908, without these additions, has been found in ])raetice to be of com¬ 
paratively little use. It only makes possible the institution of pri>ceed- 
ii g . iigaiiist indi\iduals either for being members of the unlawful associa¬ 
tion or for assisting in ibs activities or in its management. Without these 
additions, the Act gave no ])ra(;tical po^ver of suppressing the association 
itself ; and in the case of dangerous subversive movements, I submit that 
wliaf you Avant, what is really a more effective and indeed humane remed\', 
is not to prosecute individuals hut to suppress the association. Assuming 
that the revolutionary movements which I have s]>oken of continue, then 
it is our ease that Government will remain under the duty of countering 
sneh associations, and tins, ^ve coiLsider, can only be effected if Govern¬ 
ment has the power to seize their headquarters and to eonfiscate their 
funds. Eememher that such headquarters have only one purpose, and 
that is an unlawful ])urpose. These poAvers wall be specially useful, in 
our judgment, in dealing with Communist associations—and there are many 
<such associations operating secretly and nndergroiund. Their literature, 
tlieir y)ropagan(la and their stoek-in-trade are often secreted in earefnliy 
concealed headquarters. They are, to our knowledge, receiving regular 
and steady remittances of money from abroad ; and although it is not 
easy to lay hands on such reraittaaices, the knowledge that w^e have the 
power to do so at any rate closes the ordinary channels of communication 
and adds to the difficulties of the organization. It is, moreover, likely to 
deter people from subscribing to such movements. 

I am well aware that the use of the special ladditions made by the 
Act of 1932 to tlie Act of 1908 has been criticized ; the use of these sec¬ 
tions has been criticized especially in regard to their application to 
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Congress organizalioiis. Now, I am not at the moment going to defend 
their use ; it would hardly be relevant, but I want to point out that those 
powers have frequently been used in the i)ast against unlawful associa¬ 
tions compbtcly distinct from and having no connection with Congress. 
They have been used against terrorist organizations and latterly against 
several Communist bodies, and I believe in Burma against a number 
of associations connected with the recent disastrous rebellion. 

Sir, I have spoken more tlian once of Communism, and I haive said that 
it is a growing danger tlie serioiisnt^ss of which is perhaps not generally 
appreciated by the public. Perhaps I may be allowed at this stage to 
amplify those remarks, because Communism is one of the three subversive 
movements against which this Bill is directed. The movement, as I liave 
said, works underground, in India at any rate, and the average citizen 
knows comparatively little about it. But those of us who have had the 
chance of studying its methods and its literature are left in no kind of 
doubt that it aims at bringing about, as quickly as it can, an armed revo¬ 
lution. That revolution is to be brought about—I quote their own 
W'ords—“ by the armed insurrection of the wddest possible masses of the 
W’orking class, the peasantry, and the revolutionary petty bourgeoisie 
The movement is. of course, aimed against all forms of what is broadly 
described as “ imperialism but it is even more hostile to the political 
aims and methods of the Honourable gentlemen opposite. (Laughter.) 

An Honourable Member : Not hostile to yourself ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : The Coninnmist movement con¬ 
demns the objects and aims of the Congress Party root and branch, and 
it seems to be specially hostile, curiously enough, to the left wing of the 
Congress—to wdiat is generally known as the CoJigress Socialist Party, 
wdiicli in a very recent publication it described as “ having the aim of 
drawing the op])ressed and ex])loited masses to iis side under the show of 
sham socialist jiromises Its latest pronouncements arc absolutely 
0 ])posed to any alliance, any form of alliance, with any section of the 
Congress. Its object is—here again I quote its own words—“ to be a 
completely independent political organization of the vanguard of the 
working classes, carrying on a mei’<*iless struggle both against Pu])erialism 
aufl agah’si Bourgeois National Reformism that is. against the Congress 
movement. (Laugliter.) The first step in its struggle is to be the 
organization of political general strikes, and from that it is of course an 
easy stc]) to an armed rising of the masses, Avith the object of sweeping 
away, not only the Government but the whole fabric of society as now 
constituted, including of (oiirsc eventually all religions and all the great 
social structures Avhich in this country are based on religion. At the 
momcmt tli(‘ objects of tlie Communist Party are directed especially towards 
a general strike ; and wdth this object it is trying—I am glad to say not 
very successfully—^to capture the genuine trades unions. What the 
genuine trades unions themselves think of the Communist Party, I have 
ample evidence to show. They are perfectly aliA^e to the danger, and in 
some cases have expelled from their unions people who are avowed Com¬ 
munists. (Interruptions.) In one case an important Railway Union, one 
of the largest, I believe, in India, expelled the Communists from its body, 
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and the General Secretary of the union ksued a statement whicli I should 
like to quote. Ue said : 

** We have now come to realise that these organisers {that is the communists) are 
nut primarily interested in the immediate work ol* the genuine trades unions. Belong¬ 
ing as they do to the communist school ot* thought and openly professing the communist 
jiliilosuphy involving undisguised preacliiug ot* violence, they were primarily interested 
in exploiting the union for their specific objective. We find them giving the slogan 
ol* a general political strike in season and out of season, when we definitely know that 
the workers in their present <lisorganised condition caiiiiot be effectively mobilised to a 
tlrike even for their own ecoiioinic diniaiulM. 

lie added : 

“ .Many of the branches strongly protested against the activity of these Communist 
workers and the hcadfiuarters ot the iimon have been called upon to disown and 
denounce their policy.'^ 

Now, Sir, surely nobody can deny that that is potentially a most 
dangerous inoveinent. Remember that it is financed largely from outside 
India. Tlierc is a regular Iraflie, I am sorry to say, of young Indians 
being sent to AIoscow for training in Communist and revolutionaiy 
methods. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : Question ! 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I am absolutely sure of my facts, 

and I can <|Uote instance after instance. It is absurd to say ‘‘ question 
Some of llu'se 3 'oung men actually found their way back to India and are 
actively engaged in propagating the Communist doctrine of violent 
rebellion. 

Now, Sir, I leave that subject and come to what is probably the most 
controversial part of wliat T fear is likely to be an extremely controversial 
Bill, and that is sections 14, 15 and 16 of the existing Act, which continueu 
in its present form tlio Emergency Press Act of 1931. We propose that 
those jirovisions should be continued. Now, on this subject of the history 
and activities of the Indian Press I have an almost embarrassing amount 
of material and I have liad considerable difficulty in picking and choosing 
what I should place before the House today. I think, however, that it is 
desirable that I should begin by brielly reminding the House of the recent 
history of press legislation. In 1910 a Press Act was passed which was 
broadly, though not in details, on the lines of the Act now in force, that 
is to say, the Emergency Act of 1931. It enabled security to be demanded 
and in certain cases to be forfeited and so on. That Act was passed in 
1910 and continued in force till 1922 when it was repealed. After its 
repeal for a period of about eight years, that is until the promulgation of 
the first Ordinance of April 1930, the only control that could be exercised 
over the Press was under the ordinary law, that is the Indian Penal Code 
and the Criminal Procedure Code. The experience of those eight years 
showed that the ordinary law was entirely insufficient to stop inflamma¬ 
tory writings of the most dangerous description in support of terrorism, 
in praise of terrorist murderers and in the most violent incitement to 
communal hatred. I think a collection of extracts has been circulated or 
is going to be circulated to Honourable IMembers to illustrat-e that and I 
will not weary the House with extracts now. I hope at a later stage of 
the debate other speakers may have an opportunity of amplifying this 
point and may also have an opportunity of describing how for those eight 
years a large section of the Press—I do not say, of course, the whole 
Press but I must say that it was an important section of the Press—^was 



444 


LEOISL/^TIYB ASSEMBLY. 


[5th Sep. 1935. 


[Sir Henry Craik.] 

devoted to encouraging terrorism and to praising terrorist murderers. I 
•would only like to read to the House one little extract to show that my 
view is shared (or was shared) in a somewhat unexpected quarter. The 
extract is from an article published on the 28th of May, 1931, and the 
writer said : 

“ 1 have before me extracts from journals contfiining some gruesome news, that is, 
communal incitement, gross raisrepreseiitation and iiUMtement to political violence border¬ 
ing on murder.'' 

The writer of those lines, Sir, was ^Mahatma Gandhi hiinself and the 
article appeared in his paper Young India on the -Sth of May, 1931. 

Now, I have said tliat, apart frcmi encoiirag:cment to terrorism in those 
eight years in which the press was nndor no control, there was steady 
fomentation and encouragement of communal hatred by a certain section 
of the press. The House will remember that in April, 1926, there were 
very serious communal riots in Calcutta which lasted, so far as I remember, 
for some months off and on. In 1927 the Bengal Government reported 
that since the riots of April, 1926 : 

“ Almost every liidmii iiewspjipcr, forgetful of tho largor is^ii^s ;it stako, com¬ 
pletely lost its balance ami ranging itself aiiconipiuinisjugly oil the Hide of dissension 
proceeded to Idl its pages wiUi the most provoialive articles and to indulge in the most 
extravagant ami biased accounts of alleged inci<leuts. Naturally, the result of this 
irrespoiisibilitv on the part ot the J^ress, together with the oijually irresponsible 
references of a number of prominent Indians, was to spread discord and’ unrest through¬ 
out the mofu.ssil." 

The same thing was happening at the same time in the Punjab, 
where 1 was then working. Throughout 1926 and in the early part of 
1927 the communal situation was most serious and it culminated in 
severe riots at Lahore in May, 1927, when 27 persons were killed and 
about 300 wounded as a result of mob violence. Shortly after these riots, 
the Punjab Government reported as follows : 

“ It IS notorious that many weekly and daily newspapers depend for their circula¬ 
tion on the publication of matter deliberately designed to increase communal hostilitv 
and that there exist.- a considerable <dass of i>aiiiphIcteers and cartoonists who thrive 
by the dissemination of siuli matter. It is generally admitted by those in close touch 
with the journalistic profesL-ion that the more exaggerated are the stories to which thev 
give currency and the more alarmist the rumours which they spread, the greater is their 


That is the sad part of it. Tt is done only for pecuniary gain. The 
letter went on to say : 

“ Attacks on religious leaders are by no means the only stock-in-trade of these 
journals, nor are they the monopoly of any one community. Vilification of historical 
personages is another common feat me. Thus, abuse of Shiva ji appears in Muslim 
papers, while Timur, Aurungzeb and JM'jhammail Bin Kasim arc frequently held up 
to obloquy in Jlindu journals. Scverdl papers make it a practice to quote obscene 
passages, especially thos** dealing v dh sexual relations, from the scriptures of the 
opposite religion and the social Iiahits of the dilTcrcnt comniunilies arc constantlv held 
up to ridicule. ” ■' 

Now, Sir, that was the situation which led up to the promulgation of 
the first Press Ordinance in April, 1930. The situation was, of course 
^gravated by the launching of the Civil Disobedience Movement and the 
Ordinance was necessitated partly by that but mainly by the very 
^i^erous situation that had by then arisen in regard to terrorism The 
Ordinance was promulgated in April, 1930, and expired towards the end 
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of October of the same year. Within one month of its expiry inflammatory 
writings were again appearing in tlie Press and, of course, tlie Ordinance 
having expired there was no means left but the ordinary law from checking 
them. Writing on the 1^11 h December, IflflO, that is, about six weeks after 
th(? expiry of the Ordinance, the Punjab Government reported : 

“ yince tlic Indian ProsH Ordinance of 1930 lapsed the tone of the Indian-edited 

1 PM newspapers in the Punjab has steadily deteriorated and recently 

articles of such virulence have appeared as to indicate that the 
ordinary law has no terrors for editors who are bent on creating disaffection against 
Government. Since the expiry of the Ordinance prosecutions under section 124-A of 
the Indian Penal Oodo have been ordered in two cases and proscriptions in two other 
eases on account of articles published in the newspapers. But these are only extreme 
eases where the law has been manifestly broken. Apart from such cases there is a 
daily Hood of articles on the border lino, fill of which are calculated to arouse (iis- 
nffectioii, altliougli th<^y may not be of suflicient virulence to make it worth while to 
proHiM'ute. ” 

Only Ifl (lays iiftor the lapse' of the Ordinance, a Bihar jniper pub¬ 
lished the following ])oem which is a rough translation : 

“ iSot tire to every house 
“ Stir up I'Tc e\eii\\hen‘ 

“ Allow the breast to be riddled by gun shot 
“ Drive out the eountry’s enemies 
“ D.\c the cloth with your blood '' 

“ Destroy the British rule 

“Let the hea<I hang on tlie gallows” 

“ Tlirow away the foreign goods.” 

An Honourable Member : What is the name of the paper which 
published this poem T 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : 1 had better not mention the 
name of the paper. All the other Local Governments similarly reported 
a rapid deterioration in the tone of the Prass and the publication of articles 
which would have come within the provisions of the Ordinance had it been 
in force. The Bengal Government, for instance, said ; 

“ Many papers threw olf all pretence of opposition to violence. Several papers 
openly expressed sentiments of approval of the Chittagong Armoury Itaid. The 
Hwadhanith features an article entitled ‘ Bravo Chittagong \ An attempt on the life 
of Sir (Hiarles Tegart passed almost un-notieod, such sympathy as there was being 
almost entirely for the assassins, one of whom was killed by his own bomb. The 
assassinations of Mr. Jjowniaii and Tjiciitenant-Ckilonel Simpson were condemned so half¬ 
heartedly as to leave no doubt as to the insincerity of the writers, w'hile the murderers 
were praised.'* 

That was the situation when the second Ordinance had to be promul¬ 
gated in December, 1930. It was necessitated by the complete and rapid 
deterioration of the Press all over the country in every Province, practic¬ 
ally immediately the first Ordinance lapsed. The second Ordinance lasted 
till the 6th March, 1931, when all the Ordinances were withdrawn after the 
Pact. Then, again, from March, 1931, till October of that year, a period 
of about seven months, lliere was no further control over the Press oth(^r 
than the ordinary law, but unfortunately any hope that the extremist 
Press would observe a reasonable amount of restraint "was disappointed. 
In all Provinces there was on(*e again an immediate and steady deteriora¬ 
tion. In Bengal direct or indirect approbation of terrorism in the Press 
gained in volume and boldness of expression. Apart from the open glori¬ 
fication of terrorist murderers there were constant histories of revolution 
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in different countries and of tlie lives of revolutionaries, constant poems 
extolling revolutionary activilies in language designedly obscure and pro¬ 
fessed condemnation of teriindst crimes, coupled with the praise of the sclf- 
sacriflee and idealism of the terrorist murderers : 

“ There can be uo inauiier of doubt ”, 

—^the Bengal Covernineiit wrote at that time, that was in 1931,— 

“ that this elevation of cowardly murder to tho plane of heroism and the crimiiiarB 
expiation of Ids crime to that of martyrdom had an enormous effect in inciting 
immature and sentimental minds to follow the example of these so-called patriots. 
There is no possibility that better counsels will prevail or that the more sober and 
saner section of society will have any inllueiice in restraining tho Press. Tt is true 
that there has been a slight improvement in the local Press in the last few days, but 
this is attributable solely,.'' 

—this, I think, is signintMiit,— 

“ to fear bred of talk and rumour that the Press Ordinance is to be revived.*' 

Thus, in the periods from 1922 to early 1930, in November, 1930 and 
in March and April, 1931, similar eanses ]>roduee(l oxaetly similar effects. 

So much for past hisUjry of Press legislation. I have shown, I think 
eonclusiv'cly, from the experience of no less than three periods, that wlien- 
ever the eontrol of the Press lias been relaxed there has been in certain 
sections an immediate and dangerous deterioration in its tone. It is idle 
to argue in face of these incontrovertible facts that all sections of the 
Press are actuated by a proper sense of responsibility. But the point I 
wish to make is this, that responsilile and ])roperly conducted newspapers 
which do not indulge in sucli writings have nothing to fear from this law. 

Now, tliere is one other point in this eonneetion and that is the com¬ 
plete inadequacy of the iicrmanenl laws embodied in the Indian Penal 
Code and the (’rimiiial Procedure Code to restrain tlie undesirable actisi- 
ties of the Press. I (jiiote again from a letter of a iiocal Governnient 
dealing Avith this very point : 

“ The power of proscription under section IM)-A of the Procedure C’ode is of 
little avnil bccuus». the objectionable matter is already i>ublished and in ei it illation 
before (ioveriiment can lake action. In fact in some cases proscription merely gives 
an undesirable advertisement to the document which is proscribed. Action under 
section 108,". 

—that is the security section of the Criminal Procedure (Jode,— 

“ and prosecutions under sections 124-A and l.)3-A ". 

—that is, for promoting cMnmunal hatred,— 

“ are rendered fruilless by the eiiiployment of dummy editors, publishers or printers 
who are put up for ])rosecution wliile tin* actual yierson responsible cannot be touched 
by the law. This practice was not new in 1027.*' 

This practice is a very oh) one and has been I believe common in 
Bengal so far back as 1907. In tlie north of India during the eight years 
that there \v*as no control over the Press it became in the case of these 
gutter .iournals a regular practice : 

“ While procecHngs under the Criminal Proeedure Code or tho Penal Code arc 
trequently protracted, there is nothing in the existing law to restrain the oirendiiiir 
Son ’■^publishing the very matter which is tho subject of prosecu- 

Actually to my personal knowledge there is nothing which some of 
the lowest class of journals welcome more than a criminal prosecution. 
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Only the dummy editor goes to jail, and the more protracted the prosecu¬ 
tion, the greater is the advertisement and tlie higher goes the circulation 
of the paper. In the Punjab in the year 1926,—^that was when there was 
of course no special law,—])rosecutions under section 153-A, i.e., for inoite- 
ment to communal unrest, were instituted against the editors of seven 
newspapers, three being Muslims, two Hindus and two Siklis. In the first 
eight months of 1927,—that was when communal unrest wa.s extremely 
bad anil the House will rcnirmber that there was a serious communal riot 
ill May, 1927,—the Punjab Government proscribed 11 newspapers and 
eight books. During the same period 17 papers were warned and proceed¬ 
ings taken under section lo3-A of the Indian Penal Code or section 108 
of the Oiminal Procedure ('ode against these newspapers. These pro¬ 
ceedings, however, iiad little or no effect in restraining the dissemination 
of undesirable matter. The Punjab Government’s letter went on to say : 

“ At tlir pn*si»nt iiioiiioiir ('August, the tone of the vernaeular press as a 

whole is probably more virulent ami more obscene than at any time since 1922." 

That was the year when the Press Act was repealed : 

“ The powLM* to proscribe publications that offend.is of little practical use 

in the case of newspapers, for objectionable articles cau obviously only come to the 
knowledge of CfOvemniciit after publication, aii<i once a newsp.ipcr has obtained two 
or three hours’ start the mischief is done.” 

Then, the letter \ieiit on to deal with wlial I have said was a toiimion 
practice, and I am afraid still i.s in some cases, of employing dummy 
editors, and I should like the House to listen to this quotation because it 
shows how this practice renders the eomnion law of the land entirely 
futile : 

“ Within a short pernal as many as 10 successive editors were registered for the 
Siyasat of Lahore. The /amindar has in nn^ent years been warned no less than 14 
times ; and about a do/.eii separate prosecutions under the Penal Code have been 
instituted, most of ivhich have ended in conviction. In not one of these prosecutions, 
however, was it possible to proceed against the real editor and proprietor. On each 
oci'asioii a dummy editor had been the victim. Only a few days ago on the arrest 

of such a nominal editor under section 1.'>3*A.a man who is illiterate and 

totally blind has been registered as editor of tin* journal. Similarly on the rei'eut 
conviction of the editor and proprietor of the MiMlim Outlook for contempt of court 

in respect of an article commenting on a High I’oiirt judgment, the nominal editor¬ 

ship of this daily paper passed to a man who w'as formerly a railway guard and later 
a member of a gang of currency notes forgers, who has escaped conviction by becom¬ 
ing an approver. The present editor of n Sikh newspaper which is now being 
proaocuted under the Indian States (Protection against Disaffection) Act, 1922, is an 
ea--coiivict, a barber by easte, who was for a time a ayce in a labour corps and was 

senteiiceil to imprisonment for desertion. Nearly all the w’orst vernacular journals 

have dummy editors of this type, most of them being ejc-con\icts for whom imprison¬ 
ment is no real deterrent.'' 

Mr. S. Satyamurti (Madras ('ity ; Non-Miihammadan Urban) : We 
are all rx-convicls on this side. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Thou iinprisoniucut has no terror 
for you also. I Jut vou don’t forge currency notes. 

As regards the press provisions I want to emphasise the point that 
we have no desire whatever to throttle criticism even of the most vigorous 
kind, provided it is not based on malicious lies and false rumonrs. The 
Act is not directed and has not been used against responsible newspapers 
or presses. It has been u.sed, T claim, with moderation and restraint, t 
will not quote figures now but no doubt they will come up later in the 
debate. 

lilSlLAD D 
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So much, Sir, for the Press Act. I do not think I need trouble the 
House at this staple with any observations on the remaining sections of 
the Act of 1932 as none of them are really of any great importance. 


Sir, I have endeavoured to present the case for my Bill as dis¬ 
passionately as possible. 1 have endeavoured to justify its provisioii.s in 
no offensive spirit. I am extremely grateful to the House for the patient 
hearing which they liave given me. 1 should like, before I sit down, to 
repeat my hope that the debate which will follow will be conducted, though 
I know it must be controversial, without undue heat or undue bitterness. 
Many Honourable ]\iembers will no doubt differ from us but 1 would ask 
them at any rate to give us credit for acting on our sincere convictions. 
We have tc bear in mind two main considerations, we have to keep before 
us (wo o])jeets which Wf think it our duty to pursue. The lirst is tliat've 
have to hand over to the new Governments which are very shortly coming 
into existence an administr.ati\e machine provided with the U(»cessary 
means of countering the subversive and disruptive forces wliicli may 
attack it. The new Governments will, as I see the future, be probably more 
sensitive to the more sulitle and dangerous forms of agitation than the 
present Governments. In particular I fear that they may lliid more 
difficulty in dealing effectively with dangerous situations arising out of 
communal strife. It would obviously be unfair to de])rive them at tlie 
outset of their career of weapons w’hieh we have found indispensable and 
to place on them the odium of having to forge such weapons anew. 

The second object whiidi we conceive it our duty to pursue is this. 
There is a large section of the population of this country which really 
has very little interest, if any, in political movements of any kind. All 
up and down the country tliere are millions, even in the cou^-titiieneies 
repre.sented by Honourable ilembers opposite, there are millions of (luict 
decent people with but little interest in national development, who take 
no part, if they can help it, in any form of agitation. (Interruptious 
I think ITononrabh? ^lembers might allow me to conclude without inter¬ 
ruption. 

Some Honourable Members ; Please go on. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : All that these peo[)le ask for jn 
to be allowed to pursue in peace their lawful occasions to enjoy free¬ 
dom and toleration in their possessions and freedom and toleration in the 
observance of their religion. To these innumerable and voi(*elesa 
millions what is called in cant phrast' “ countrywide agitation ” of any 

kind usually ejitail.s a certain amount of suffering and misery, either 

economic or domestic. Prom being drawn into such suffering it is the 
duty of Government to protect tl)o.se people. 

Sir, my final Avord is this : that the object of this legislation is not 
to crush the spirit of nationalism. That spirit we are doing our be.st 

to develop on peaceful and orderly lines. {Cries of ' Oh ! ’ and Opposi¬ 

tion laughter.) While we pursue that object, we must keep before us 
ttke words of a very wise statesman, the present Prime Minister of 
England : 


price of liberty is eternal vigilance, and it is our duty to keep the State 
f/ unseeinl/ueeL?^^^^^ ^ '"'toward restrictions nor abused 
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Sir, I beg to move : 

That the Bill to amend the Oriminal Law be taken into consideration.” 

Mr. President : (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Motion moved : 

* * That the Bill to amend the Criminal Law be taken into consideration. ’ ’ 

There was a notice from the Honourable Member, Mr. Gauba, that 
he intended to move an amendment, to refer the Bill to a Select t>om- 
mittee : ti.e (^hair umlerstands the Jlonourablc Member does not wish to 
move it. 

Mr. K. L. Gauba (Kast (Central Punjab : Muhammadan) : No, Sir : 
1 do not wish to move it. 

The AhM‘mbly tlien adjourned for Lunch till a Quarter to Three of 
the Clock. 


The Assembly ro-assenibled after liuiieh at a Quarter tt) Tliree of 
the ('lock. -Mr. Pj*<*sident (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim; in the 
("hair. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Mr. rresidenl, the Honourable the Home Mem¬ 
ber, wliosf* absence from his seat I regret, in his openiiif^ speech the other 
day, a-s well as toda\, appealed for the elimination of bitterness fiom this 
discussion. 1 think, Sir, 1 can promise him in advance that, so far as iu 
us lies, we shall <l(i o\jr best to avoid all bitterness. But, Sir, lie claimed 
that he inlrodueed this Hill on behalf of the Government of India, '.sith 
a very r(‘al sense of responsibility. I want him to believe, Sir, that when 
we oppose tl»e eonsidcratioii of this Bill, we do so with an e^iually serious 
sense of full responsibility. If today, Sir, we are to run this Govern¬ 
ment, shall Inne n(> use for this Bill at all. We are absolutely eon- 
lident that Ave can «:t)\'ern this country peacefully and in its best interests, 
without the help of this Bill. He also wanted us, Sir, to believe that they 
wen* hon(*stly eonviined that this Bill Avas necessary. I a^ain Avant him 
to believe that aac are equally honestly convinced that this Bill is not 
in the best interests of this country. Nearly a {generation ago, Mr. Presi¬ 
dent, Lord Morley, the tlien Secretary of State for India, wrote to Lord 
Minto, the then Viceroy, '' for intractable blindness to all the signs of the 
times give me a certain sort of high Indian Civilian and, I think. Sir, 
for a generation noAv, the Honourable the Home Member has remained 
stationary, not only sartorially on his own admission, but also mentally ; 
and today, Ave have the same phenomenon of purblindness to all the signs 
of the times ; otherAvise, I cannot understand why, if they have passed 
the GoATrnment of India Act with a flourish of trumpets saying that 
Swaraj is on the horizon, they should introduce this Bill. A sane but 
not very progressi\'(. Viceroy, Lord Minto,—I read this in Lady Minto's 
very interesting book ‘‘ India, Minto and Morley ”,—said : 

” As to repressive legislation, it is all important that it should precede your 
announcement of reforms in Parliament. I am most anxious that we should get our 
disagreeable work over, before your announcement is made. Wo must give the medicine 
first, and then do all we can to take the case away. If we were to follow up your 
announcement with stiff legislation and deportation, we should make a fatal mistake. 
The taste of the last dose would reinaiu in the patient’s mouth.” 

I commend the last sentence to the Honourable the Home Member and 
bis advisers. 

LIRILAD p2 
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Then, Sir, in answer to a point I raised about tlie prepublioatioii of 
the contents of the BiU in the Statesman, the Honourable the Home Mem¬ 
ber categorically and with some temper, I was sorry to note. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : No, no. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : I accept the correction,—stated that the Govoru- 
ment had two catej/ories of press in this country, tlie “ friendly ’’ and 
the “ unfriendly press, and they would use the friendly press for their 
propaganda and look askance at the unfriendly press. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I did not say that. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : You did not say that, hut you meant it, and 

I want to commend to him a piece of advice which a very ancient man, 

Maricha, gave to a verv ancient Itakshasa, Kavana : 

Svlahhd purashd rajan aatatam priya vadhiak, 

Apriyasya tu tashyasya vaktd skrotdctui diirlabhah^ 

I will translate it for the Honourable the Home Member : 

“ Mon who talk pleasant inanities arc plenty, hut those uho si>eak the truth, he 

it pleasant or unpleasant, are very few. and those who listen to that truth are fewer 

indeod ; 

and I would suggest to my Honourable friend, the Home Member, that, 
after that admission,—I am very glad the Honourable the Law Mem^r 
appreciates it, and I hope, Sir, he will act on that, in his dealinir.s with 
the Government and talk the unpleasant truth, and ipvt tiie pleasant 
untruth. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Law ilcmber) : I have 
always done that. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Sir, I suggest to my friend, the Home Member, 
that when a Member of Government says “ I look up*)n one section of 
the press as friendly, and upon another section as unfriendly he is 
giving away the entire case for any confidence being reposed ’.n the 
Government to administer the Press Act impartially. On their own sliow- 
itig, all editors of presses are not equal in their eyes. Some of them arc 
black, some of them are white, some of them, I believe, art? bla<*k and 
white in their eye^s ; and, therefore, I say that this attitude of the Govern¬ 
ment is proof positive that the Press Act is a dangerous weapon in the 
hands of this Governinent. 

Sir, the ugliest feature of this Bill is l!ie cool, audacious assertion that 
it shall remain permanently on the Statute-book ; and in trying to justi¬ 
fy that, Sir, the Honourable the Home Member said temporary legislation 
against subversive movements encourages the hope that tliovo movements 
may be resumed. Now, Sir, the Honourable tlie Home Mcmbei' evidently 
believes^ in only one method of dealing with these movements, namely^ 
attempting to Ihetn, but ! suggest to him that, from political 

philosophy and lii.story of his own country, there is another, saner, better 
and more elfeelive method of dealing with thcsi* movements, and that is, 
io remove the causes which cause these movements. (“ Hear, hear from 
Congress Party Benches.) And, so long as the Honourable the Home 
^4ember believes that he can suppress these movements, he will find he is 
grossH mistaken, if he does not adojii amelioralive measures lo remove 
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the causes entirely. I congratulate, Sir, the Honourable the Home 
Member on having paid the Mahatma the sincerest form of compliment by 
adopting his phrase “ change of heart ”. Now, I want to know whether 
there is any change of heart on the part of this Government when, after 
having macle an Ordinance for six months, after having enacted a law lor 
tliree jears, Ih'-y now' come and say : “ We w'ant a permanent measure on 
the Statute-book ”, 

Then, my Honourable friend said that it is impossible to see any 
reasonable period of time within which terrorism, communism or com- 
miiiial no nace may eome to an end. On that matter, I de.sire to make 
two submiosions. The Honourable the Home Member read a series of 
extracts. 1 listened to them very carefully, and I think I ara right in 
•sayina: that all those e-\traets came fr<»m Bengal or from the Punjab. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : There are plenty of them from 
other provinces. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : 1 know my Honourable friend’s resources are 
unlimited, but he thought that, for the purpose of proving his case, 
those extracts wimc »‘U"ugli. I take him at his word. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik ; No. 

Mr. S, Satyamurti : Should I not take you at your word 1 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I did not wish to weary the 

Hou.se wilii more extr:iet.s. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : You chose the most important, the most signi* 
ficant. and the most dangerous. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : The most telling. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; Therefore, so far as the Honourable the Home 
Member’s sens** of values is concerned, the danger is very great in Bengal 
and in the I’unj.ib. The danger is admittedly, I put it at the lowest, not 
so great in other provinces. Now, I want to put it to him that, in Bengal, 
they have a special Act which they have passed recently into law, I be¬ 
lieve, for another period of five years, and there are many other Acts be¬ 
sides this pernwmcully on the Statute-book. The same is the case in the 
Punjab. I waul to know why. when the^e two provinces are supposed to 
be particularly criminal and when in those provinces there are special Aeta, 
an all-Tndia permiumnt Act should be sought to be placed on the Statute- 
book. As for communal troubles I do not want to say a word which 
will make a hail situation worse. But I do suggest to the Honoiurable the 
Home Member to lay his hand on his heart and to say to himself and not 
to us, whether this Government have done all that they can to promote 
vomintinal peace and harmony in this country, whether they have not on 
the whole played (he game, sometimes successfully, sometimes unsuocesB- 
fully, of pitting one community against another. I, therefore, think that, 
if the eommunnl situation is not better than what it is, part at least of 
that responsibility must lie at the doors of this Government. 

M^. Sri Prakasa (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions : Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural) : Tt will end with them. 

Ifir. 8. Satyaarorti: Therefore, it seems to me that there are no valid 
reasons given fpr making this measure permanent. For .that one reason 
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alone, we should o))[)Ose this. The Honourable the Home Member .s pre¬ 
decessor, Sir Harrv Haig, in tlie course of more than one speech on this 
Bill in the last Assembly said, “ The origin of the Bill is (’ivil Disobe¬ 
dience,” ” So long as the movement continues we must have these 
powers ”. And in the Statement, of Objects and Rea.sons of this Bill you 
will notice in paragraph 2 (lie lir.sl .''Cutcnce reads as follows ; 

“ The CiviJ Disobedinicp Movement is at prosont in abovance. (TOveriiiiuMit have, 
therefore, deciiied no^ lo contimw the provisioim u^:iinst tlufso forms of infimidation 
whicii were a spociai feature of that iiiovt*iiu*nt, iiamvlv, i‘tc. ’ * 

I d(f sug’prost to file Honourable the Iloim* Member that, if lie is to 
gj by the stiiiemetits of liis predeees.sor he should not have introduced this 
Bill, and I suggest to him the wise words of a statement : 

** Whvn a political oirier^;oii< y becomeg the normal state of affnirg, the time hag 
definitely passed for dealing A\ith it either by executive decree or by legislative emict- 
meiit. The question, then, is of ameliorative and conciliatory statesinainhip. ” 


Then, Sir, we iiad a few words I'nJin the Honourable tlie Home Mem- 
3 which showed deep and grave concern for the 

future of the new (lOvernmeiits to be established in 
this country. The Honourable the Home Member’s heart is 

overflowing with sym]iiithy for these unfortunate new Governmt*nts^ and, 
therefore, lie must niu this vcapon on the Statute-book in order to help 
them start the administration peacefully. What are these new Govern¬ 
ments ? 0)1 the GoAcrnment’s own showing the new Governments in the 
provinces are going to be fully responsible Governments, (Jovernor.s’ safe¬ 
guards being tlvM*e merely for the sake of being there, and never going to 
be used. Tf tliere is a little of sincerity in that claim for these new Gov¬ 
ernments, 1 put it to my Honourable friend that he should vhow that 
sincerity by allowing these Provincial Governments to admini'^ter these 
provinces on their own responsibility. Law and order are supposed to be, 
under the Govc Munent of fndia Act, provincial transferred subjeefs for 
which there will be Ministers responsible to the provincial Legislatures. I 
want to know why Ihe Honourable the Home Member thinks that lie must 

.provincial Ministers, when they have to 
I the Ministers 

^ situation, with a full knowlwlira of their 

own responsibility. Moreover. T want to point out, if I mav that unlike 
of Government of India Act. under the new’Government 

of Act tnere are at lea,st seven authorities who can make emergency 
Legislatures,—the Governor General, all the Governor the 

arisM there"is amnl*A Tf fjf an emerge’ncv 
Indk’id: TheT!?]provision under the new Government of 
t»,Tr Jr '■ . / n I suggest, is thi.s, that they contemnlate 

w^nf&Sf^hf'S 

Mr President 1 am moralv .i ^ ^”^Loning your ruling at all, 

tb.r .r. 


Do 



TH£ CRIMINAL LAW AMBNliMENT BILL. 


463 


not law and order primarily concern Local Governmenta t Why should 
the Goveriiinciit of India be so anxious to pass this all-India legislation! 
Is it not inconsistent with Uie spirit of the so-called provincial autonomy ! 

1 hope that even this Government have not yet become w’hoUy imi)er- 
vious to public opinion. I would aslc my Honourable friend, the Home 
Aleinber, t(» tell me, apart from Local Governments, what public opinion 
is in lavDur of this Hill ! Which associations have sent memonrils to the 
Government in snpf)oit of this Bill i Have any public bodies supjjorted 
this Bill ? Has any Indian newspaper supported this Bill ! For whom 
are you etiaeling it ? 

An Honourable Member : The Statesman, 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is this idea of naked autocracy ! Wny 
do you want to enact the law in the teeth ot* all relevant public opinion ? 
^\nd, I submit, pablie opinion is the most relevant consideration in a 
reprt'ssive measure of this extensive kind. I will read the words of a 
man, whose aiithorily even this Government dare not question on the 
floor of Ibis Ilousi* : 

“ Tliis HiJI is a m<*re copy with certain provisions of the Ordinance which uas 
passed by the (lovenior (Jeneral in exercise of his prerogative. But we are asked now 
to .add to the ordinary criminal law of the land, provisions ^Iiich, I submit with entire 
contidoiice 1o tin* House, are absolutely inconsistent with the principles of criminal 
jurisdiction, even as prevalent in this country. The importance of this measure, the 
Fonous character of it.s effects on the lives of the citizens, on their most cherished 
right', on their rights of persomal protection, and personal liberty, on their rights of 
property, on their rights of association are all of a character which cannot he said 
to be at all slight or which can be brushed aside as something unimportant. Now, 
a measure of this magnitude and importance and seriousness can only be passed by 
us if we find it absolutely necessary to meet a - condition of things which exists at 
the pre.sent moment and if we had the support of public opinion. If public opinion 
is against it, does he expect us to defy public opinion T We are here in order to 
represent and voice public opinion, to din it into the ears of the Government ; and 
are we the persons to bo asked to act contrary to public opinion T Is not this enough 
to show that this measure is wholly unjustified and cannot be forced down upon us ? 
The officials are in a different position. I understand that, they can defy public 
opinion and they have often done it. But our position is very dilierent. So, I say, 
we are not in n position to support this measure ns admittedly public opinion is hostile 
to it. This is one conclusive answer. Another < onclusivo answer is that Government 
have not proved their ca,se.” 

These were your words when the Criminal Law Amendment Ac;t was 
before this House, and even this Government dare not question the 
impartiality of your jndpment or yonr capacity to pronounce on public 
fpiostions 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : The Bill was passed by a large 
majority. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti ; You will find a different tale this time. 

An Honourable Member : He had a foretaste of it yesterday. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : T want to ask a question. It arose also on luy 
point. Did Government consult public opinion 1 Did the.v consult only 
the. European Chambers of Commerce ? Did they ex>n8nlt the European 
^ociations I I want to ask another question—are all Local Governments 
in favour of tibis Bill and do Local Governments mean Ministers also, 
especially in my province t 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I cannot recollect. 
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Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Did that Government say in their opinions that 
their Ministers support them in their demand f 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : Some of them certainly but I 
cannot remember. 

Mr. 8 . Satyamurti : Have the Madras Government said that their 
Ministers are in faA’Our of this Bill t Now, Sir, so far as this Bill is 
coneenied, there are four matters really sought to be dealt with. First is 
lucketiiig, the second is unlawful associations, the third is more control 
of the Press, and a new offence, section 5, reading from a proscribed book 
or doeiiiiient. Now, 1 suggest that, so far as ])icketing is done by illegal 
or unlawful means, it can be dealt with by the ordinary law of the land. 
I ask my friend, the Tjaw Member, to use his legal conscience, if he 
interferes in this debate at all, and to tell the House whether I am not 
right, humble as T am, in my contention that picketing carried on illegally 
or by unlawful means can he dealt with by the ordinary law of the land. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Are you charging me with 
lla^ing a con'icience ? 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : T apologise. As for otlnu* forms of pieketing, 
if it is peaceful, T suggest that it should not be inttTfered with by the 
Government. I will come to that presently, but let me deal at once 
with section i) of the old Act. I must say. as one who has spent two 
■weeks on this very difficult task that it is almost impossible to follow 
this referential legislation. We have got two or three Acts and wo have 
got to go backwards and foiwards. However, I will do my best. Section 
5 of the old Act is sought to be re-enacted. That section says : 

“ Whoever publishes, circulates, or repeats in public any passage from a news¬ 
paper, a book or other document, copies whereof have oeen declared to be forfeited 
to His Majesty under any law for the time being in force, shall be punishable, 
otc. 

The second clause says : 

“ No Court shall take cognisance of an offence punishable under this section 
unless the Local Government has certified that the passage published, circulated or 
repeated contains in the opinion of the Local Government seditious or other matter 
of the nature contained in section 99A of the Criminal Procedure Code or sub¬ 
section (1) of section 1 of the Press Emergency Powers Act. 

These are very comprehensive words. Sub-section (i) of setition 4 of 
the Press Emergency Powers Act contains only two clauses, inciting to the 
offence of murder or other offences involving any violence or expressing 
admiration of any such offence or person, but according to this Criminal 
Law Amendment Act, which is sought to be made permanent, there are 
six clauses added to it, seducing any officer or soldier from the army, 
sedition, causing annoyance to any i)erson engaged in the administration 
of law, inducing public servants to resign from office, etc., promoting 
feelings of enmity, prejudicing the recruitment of persons, etc. Now, Sir, 
if you take the very comprehensive nature of this clause and see what is 
exactly sought to be done, you will see at once the mischief of this clnu.se. 
What is sought to be prohibited is not the publication of a seditious 
book, not the publication of a document which comes within any one of 
these numerous and comprehensive categories, but the publication of a 
doenment or a passage which the Executive in its own unaided discretion 
will declare to be seditions or otherwise. It may have been proscribed 
by the Government, but the Government is the last person in thf world 
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to administer any law judicially. Every civilised Government knows it, 
and leaves it very rightly to the Courts of law. 

My objection to section o is that it enthrones executive arbitrary dis¬ 
cretion in the place of the decisions of the ordinary Courts of law in this 
country. And that I am right there, 1 will prove by a quotation from the 
Honourable Sir Harry Haig himself when he was Home Member. Reply¬ 
ing to a similar attack as mine on this clause, he said : 

** It has been said that in fart the inaj^istratc will have very little to do in sucli 
cases. Now, 1 quite admit it ; this is really in essence an executive proceeding— 
the proscription of a book or document. Now, in order to make that executive pro¬ 
ceeding effective, one must provide that the publication of any portion of that book 
or document in defiance of that order should be punishable, and that it is required 
to prove that the book has been proscribed and that it has been deliberately published 
or circulatoil. I frankly admit it—that this is an executive firoceeding which, if 
there is auy <lefiunce of it, has got to be completed and followed by a legal process.” 

Therefore, there is no judieial duscretion in the matter at all : and I 
tliink I may point out that, so far as this particular offence of publishing 
a seditious doeument is eoneeriied, if the (4overnment are merely anxious 
to pr(‘vent really .seditions books from being published, the Government 
have got ample jiower, under 'section 124A of the Indian Penal Code, 
section 108 of tlie Code of Oimiiial Procedure, and section 99A of the 
Criminal Procedure Code. They need not have this power at all. Only 
they want to siiKstitute ])nre executive discretion for judicial decision in 
such matters. T .submit that this is a very dangerous position, and no 
Legislature, which claims to be representative or even reasonable, can allow 
the executive Government to usurp these powers. On this matter again, 
I have the high autliority of a distinguished EnglLshman which I trust 
this Government will not brush aside. I am referring to Chief Justice 
Hewart^s book, * The Xew Despotism This is what Chief Justice Hewart 
writes about the tendency of the executive in such matters : 

” The buflinesfl of the executive is to govern. The only persons fit to govern 
are experts. The experts in the art of Government are the permanent officials, who, 
exhibiting an ancient and too much neglected virtue, * think themselves worthy of 
great things, being worthy \ Two main obstacles hamper the beneficent work of 
the expert. One is the sovereignty of Parliament, and the other is the rule of law. 
To this end, let him clothe himself w'ith despotic power and then because the forms are 
Parliamentary, defy the law courts. 

This course will prove tolerably simple if he can : 

(fi) get legislation passed in a skeleton form, fill up the gap with his own 
rules, orders and regulations, (h) make it difficult or impossible for 
Parliament to check the said rules, orders and regulations, (r) secure 
for them the force of statute, (d) make his owm decision final, and 
(c) arrange that the fact of his decision shall be conclusive proof of its 
legality, (/) take power to modify the provisions of statutes, and 
(ff) prevent and avoid any sort of appeal to a court of law.” 

I think, Sir, every Member of this House will agree with Chief Justice 
Hewai’t when he says that : 

” We cannot really prefer the executive jurisdiction to the jurisdiction of courts, 
and our faith in courts is not a mere fetish. It is based on certain fundamental 
reasons. The work of a court involves many important ingredients, as for example 
the judge is identified and is responsible for his decision, the ease is conducted in 
public. The result is governed by impartial application of principles. All parties to 
the controversy are fully and fairly heard. All these elements arc absent from 
executive decisions. ’ * 

My objection to section 5, therefore, is -that it seeks to punish as an 
offenee, not an offence which is found on evidence, aifted by Courts of law 
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in public and found as such, but offences so prescribed by ' 

and if, perhaps, (’hief .Justice Hewart is a little too strong the A cn b is 
of the Front Treasury Hench. I may quote a more respectable 
Lord Morley. Sir. in one of those numerous deli^httul letters which he 
wrote to Lord Minto—he ivrite.s in answer to a high official like one ot 
those Honourable (Jccu|)ants of the Trea.siiry Bench : 

•< So and 80 said to me tids morning has left out the 

“ You see the great executive oflicers never like or trust lawyers. 

^.|iy >»—I gaid —“ It is beeaiLse they do not like or trust law. (Laughter.) They 
in their hearts believe before .all else the virtues of will and arbitrary power. ’ 
** That system ina> have worked in its own way in old days, and in those days the 
peoph' may have had no partii-iilar objection to arbitrary rule. out. as you have '*aid 
to me scores of times, the old days are gone and the times breathe a new spirit, aiKt 
we cannot carry on upon the old imixims. This is not to swiy that we are to watca 
the evildoers with folded arms, waiting to see wh:it the Devil will .send ii.s. \ou wd. 
tell me what you think is needed. I trust and fully believe that you will not judge 
me to be callous, sitting comfortably in an armchair at Whitehall, while bombs are 
scattciing violent death in Imlia, while men like—so and so .'iro running the risk of 
murder every hour, for year after year, upon the frontier, while all sorts and coiidi- 
tion.s of men and women are enveloped in pos.sibilities of hitieous horrors like thix. 
of fifty years ago. All T can say' is ’’— a»d I respectfully commend those u'ords to 
the TIonourdble the Jlomc 3/c»ihcrwe have to take every precaution that law 
and administration can supply us with *’—not this illegal law^ lawless law —** and 
meanwhile to face what comes in the same spirit of energy and stciicism combined in 
which good generals face a prolonged and hazardous campaign.*' 

Then, Sir, the next section in this Bill whieh is sought to be per¬ 
petuated is section 7--“ molesting a person to prejudice of employment 
on husiness.’’ 

Now, Sir, in paragraph 2 of the Statement of Objects and Reasons, 
we find these statements : 


“ Picketing has not ceased wdth the civil disobedience movement. It is now 
Tecogiiized not only as a means of opposition to any form of constituted authority 
but also of causing annoyance to private persons who differ from the political, 
economic or religious views of the picketers. It is likely to be a main feature of anv 
subversive movcme.it and it cannot be dealt with effectively under the ordinary 
law. ’' . 


I propo.se, Sir, to contest every one of these .statements. As for the 
question of annoyance, Air. Pre-sident. T speak with great hesitation, but 
it does seem to me to lie that public morality, to a certain extent at least, 
depends upon the fear of annoyance by others, if we do certain flngrnnl 
acts in public. No one can live in a community or society without fearing 
some kind of aniievanee or other. We annoy our friends opposite, and 
I am sure they annoy us. Are we then to enact a law that, to prevent 
annoyance to my friends, we .shall all he wiped out, or per rontr,/. Sir. 
anno.vance is inevitable in some form or other in th(> scheme of society. 
Not aP of us are made of the .same sweet temper always, and it docs 
seem to me that to try to protect a man from annoyance, even God cannot 
do it. and it is onlv flip Government of India that dare attempt to do it 
No man can do ^ust what he pleases, and T put it to my Honourable friend. 
Sir. that, if social reform in any civilised society is to depend merely on 
legislation, on the fear of punishment, this poor humanity of ours would 
have made no progress at all. It is becau.se there have been great refer- 
mers who. to the annoyance of others, have perpetuallv brought forth 
their doctnnes, reiterated them and educated public opinion that we have 
made some progress from the level of the savage and the barbarian • 
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and it, therefore, seems to me, that we should not attempt this impossible 
task of (eliminating anno.vance altogether from piiblie life. 

Then, Sir, the Statcnnent of Objects .says tliis : 

“ rt is liki'ly to be a pi'rniaiieut feature of any subverBive movement.^’ 

Now, why sliould tliere hi* a siibver.sh«* movement If Are there sub¬ 
versive movements in Kngland 1 Why not ? Be(»au.se you govern your¬ 
selves : and if we govern ourselves, there will be no subversive move- 
nuMits here. Therefore, the cure for every subversive movement is 
not suppressiv(* or repressive legislation, btit to remove the causes which 
precipitate such .subversive inovement.s. iloreover, I want to suggest to 
the (rovernment, who have such a pathetic faith in I’epressive legislation, 
that afTcs'tion for frovernnient or respect /or law and order cannot be 
niaiiufaetured to order, any mere than affection for anybody else. 

As for the Civil ni.sohedit*nee ^rovement. Sir, to which reference is 
made in these paragraphs, I am cpiite sure my Honourable friend, the 
Home Member, realizes that the Civil Disobedienee Movement, as .simh, 
cannot be put down by prescribing imprisonment for those who break the 
laws of the land. That is part of the (.’ivil Disobedience creed, and there 
is no point in sfiyirig that we shall semi people to prison. Therefore, so 
far as that aspect of this paragraph is concerned, there is no point in 
imagining that by pres(*ribing imprisonment you can ])ut down this 
pickiding. 

Then, Sir, there Ls another sentence in this paragraph : “ It cannot 
he dealt with under the ordinary law I join strong issue with the 
Honourable the Home Member on that. I will mert*ly state the sections, 
Sir, and read them presently : section 141 of the Indian Penal Code 
defining unlawful assemblit's, especially the fifth clause, sections 349 and 
ofiO of the Indian Penal Code, section 351, section 120A and section 43 
and section 505 : all the.se are .sections under which, as I say, if there is 
an}' molestation by illegal means, people can be punished. 

Now, Sir, I want to road only the fifth clause of section 141 of the 
Indian Penal Code which defines unlawful assemblies. It runs thus : 

** An assembly of five or more persons is designated an ‘ unlawful assembly ' 
if the common object of the persons composing that assembly is— 

fifth —by means of criminal force or show of criminal force, to compel any 
person to do what he is not legally bound to do, or to omit to do wh.at 
no is legally entitled to do.'’ 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : 8u])posi> there are not aa man.v as 
five persons. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : T will eomo to that. Does my Honourable 
friend agree that at least so far as five persons are concerned, he will 
eliminate this section f 

An Honourable Member : No. 

Mr. B. Sat3ramurti : Then what, is the nse of askinpr this question ? 
Now, do you know what criminal force means aceordinp to the Indian 
Penal Code ? My Honourable friend, the Deputy Leader of the Conuress 
Party,' reminds me that there can be no organised picketing, except by at 
least five people, and Congress Members are much more numerous man 
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this number. Criminal force is defined in section 349 of the Indian Penal 

Code which runs thus : 

“ A nerson is said to use force to another if he causes motion, change of motiou, 
or cessatiSi of motion to that other, or if he causes to any | 

change of motion, or cessation of motion as brings that substance into lonta t 
any part of that other's body, or with anything which that other is wearing or carrv^ 
ing, or with anything so situated that such contact affects that other a sense ot 
feeling : 


Provided that the person causing the motion, or change of motion, or cessation 
of motion, causes that motion, change of motion, or cessation of motion, in one of tie* 
three ways hereinafter describeil : 


First —By his own bodily power : 

Secondly —By disposing any substance in such a manner that the motion or 
change or cessation of motion takes place without any further act on his 
part, or on the part of any other person : 


Thirdly —By inducing any animal to move, to change its motion, or to cua.se 
to move.” 


Therefore, whatever I may do hy means of a show of criminal force 
in order to ])rcven1 a person from doing what he is entith‘d to do or to 
cause him to do wliat he is not hound to do, eome.s within the ample scope 
of the Indian l^enal (’ode. Then, my friend talks of annoyance. Do you 
know wliat section says ? 


” Whoever intentionally uses force to any person, without that person's consent, 
in order to the committing of any ofTence, or’ intending, by the use of such force, to 
cause, or knowing it to be likely that, by the use of such force, he will cause, injury, 
fear or annoyance to the person to w’hom the force is used, is said to use criminal force 
to that other." 


Then, .section 352 .says that, wliocver as.sault.s or ii.ses criminal force 
to any person, shall be punished. There is no question of there being 
five persons here. Therefore, if T am walking along on a street and I 
touch somebody else with my .scarf in order to draw his attention to the 
fact that he ean buy only foreign cloth in a particular shop, 1 come within 
the seo])e of this section. Then why do you want this section f Then, 
we have also got section 120A in the Indian Penal Code which .says : 

“ When two or more persons agree to do, or cause to be done— 

(1) an illegal act, or 

(^) an act wliich is not illegal by illegal means, such an agreement is designated 
a criminal conspiracy.'' 

Sir, whether it bo one, two, or five persons. Government has got ample 
powers to proceed against the.se persons under the ordhiarv law of the 
land. Then, Sir, we have pot section 503 of the Indian Penal Code which 
says : 


Whoever threatens another with any injury to his person, reputation, or pro 
perty, or to the person or reputation of any one in whom that person is interested, 
jwth intent to cause alarm to that person, or to cause that person to do any act which 
he 18 not legally bound to do. or to omit to do any act which that person is leirallv 
Kidation avoiding the execution of such throat, commits criminal 


Haviiip quoted all these actions, I now ask the Honourable the Home 
Member if he has ever considered those sections, and if he knows that 
the™ are such actions, and if he has ever applied his mind to the question 

sections, there is any need for a section of this 
kind. But T will tell you what is all this due to. They do not tnwt tU« 
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Courts of law. Unfortunately, the Indian Penal Code, although it is 
comprehensibly worded, can be administered only in Courts of law. Un¬ 
fortunately the Government do not want to go to these law Courts. They 
want to have a simple, speedy and effective means of punishing what they 
consider is wrong. 

I said that peaceful picketing ought not to be prevented and I will 
quote from the GandJii-lrwin Agreement, which is perhaps no longer in 
force, but at one time the head of this Government, the Viceroy, was a 
party to this Agreement : 

“ The position of the Govoniinont is as follows. They approve of tht encourage* 
MKMit oi' rndiaii industries us part of the economic industrial movement designed to 
improve the iiinU'rial conditlou of Jiidia, and they have no desire to discourage 
metiiods of propaganda, persuasion or advertisement pursued with this object in vio»v, 
which do not interfere with the freedom of action of individuals and are not pre¬ 
judicial to the maintenaiicc of law and order.” 

1 say, Sir, tliat this clause goes against at least tJie .spirit if not the 
letter of the paragrapli of the Gandhi-lrwin Agreement. And Lord Irwin 
himself said : 

** Mo rJuglishman can, without being false to his own history and in rof'ent years 
to his own pledges, take objection to pursuit bv others of tlieir own political libeity, 
nor have 1 ever been able to appreciate the attitude of those who might be the first 
in Great Britain to exhort their countrymen only to buy British goods and yet would 
1 garci a movemeut for the encouragement of Sw'udeshi industry in India as something 
nprelumsible and almost, if not quite, disloyal.” 

Then, Sir, wc shall be told, and, 1 am sure, some Member from the 
other side will do it : “ Why do you distrust the Executive ? We shall 
apply the law very carefully, and will take everything into consideration.’* 
liy answer is : “ The Executive will exercise discretion in applying the 
law. That is all very well. If that be enough, then abolish all the Courts 
of law^ ; abolish all law and leave it to the Executive to administer the 
country without any law.” 

Mr. Sri Prakasa ; My amendment are to that effect. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : I am glad, my very talented friend from 
Benares has given notice of a series of amendments, and I congratulate 
him on his cleverness. I think, clever as they are, they give a fairly 
accurate picture of the object of this Bill : 

” Abolish 111! law and leave it to the executive to administer the country without 
any law. I darcsJiy, even among the executive, there are men who are highlv 
civilized and highly educated, and knowingly they will not oppress the people of 
this country. But that is not the point. We cannot consent to live under this kind 
of law which empowers the executive to do whatever they like.” 

And this is what you said, Sir. 

Then, Sir, we have got two sections which are also continued as in the 
old Act, wliicli the Honourable the Home Member slurred over. I do not 
blame h?in because they are comparatively unimportant, but from my point 
of view they are somewhat im|X)rtant. Those are sections 9 and 10 of the 
("riminal Law Amendment Act. They say that offences under se^^tion 7 
shall be cognizable and non-bailable and offences mentioned in section 10, 
while they are now non-cognizable and bailable under the Criminal Pro¬ 
cedure Code, shall be cognizable and non-bailable. The Honourable the 
Home Member gave no reasons for the continuance of these sections. I 
liad some legal doubt in the matter and had almost raised a point of order, 
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but 1 decided not to do so. But I will suggest as an argument that tlic 
Criminal l^rncedure Code is an All-India Act, enacted by this Liegislature 
■for the whole of India. This section says : 

“ In certain areas at the discretion of the Local Government the Criminal Pro¬ 
cedure Code shall not apply.'’ 

Perhhj)s it is technically right, but I suggest to the House that it is 
very dangerous to give power to the Executive to abrogate from time to 
time and in certain selected places the application of All-India laws. It 
is a dangerous thing, and I think this House, on that single ground, must 
reject these two clauses, along with the other clauses of the Bill. 

\Vc have sections 12 and 13 which really contain a number of 
secjtions. This is a most extraordinary Bill. Section 13 is called one 
section, Avldlc really there are five or six sections under lhat one section. 
I hope. Sir, that the Government have got some good draftsmen who can 
really make sense out of these, at least in words £ am sorry these 
references forwards and backwards are really outrageous. Now, Sir, these 
two sections are sought tio be made permanent. The Statement of Objects 
and lh‘€asons says that it was enacted to strengthen the Criminal Law 
Aniendirieiii Act of 1908, which is a permanent Act. How do tlie Gov¬ 
ernment kjiow that it is a jiermanent Act ? My llonourabJe friend, 
Mr. B. Das, has got a Bill to repeal only a part of the Criminal Law 
Amendjnent Act. Have the Government already made up their mind 
that even if thins House passes that measure, they will advise The Governor 
General to veto the measure and that the Governor General will listen 
to their advise and certify the Act to be a permanent Act f It is rather 
very cool (ven for the Government of India, when there is a Bill to repeal 
a ])articu!rir Act, to say that that Act is permanently on the Statute-book. 

Mr. £. Das : They take shelter behind the Governor Gentu’ul. 'Phey 
have also iiosti)oned the date for the discussion of my Bill. 

Blr, S. Satyamurti : They have also j)astponed the date. There is 
another aspect of the question, on which I should like to say a few 
words • 

** Tf the Governor General in Couneil is satisfied to the effect, he may by notifiea- 
tion declare an association unlawful." 


The original Act ghies power only to the Local (Jov(!inm(.*nt, wlxercas 
this Aft wfliihs to give the Government of India that poxver. The Honour¬ 
able the Home Member says, if there is an all-India organization, how are 
wc to pi'ohihit it ? I submit, Sir, this provision is likely to provoke 
conflict hfhvfen the Provincial Governments and the Government of India. 
Siiixposc a Provincial Minister in charge of law and order says, “ I do 
not want to proclaim the Congress an unlawful association in my Pro¬ 
vince ”, then what is the position of the Government of India 1 Are they 
going to In-al the as.sociation as an unlawful association in spite of the 
opinion of the Provincial Minister ? Otherwise, why do Ooverument want 
to have this power 1 


Now, lei us see what is an unlawful association ? B’or that, we have 
got to go hack to an ancient Act, Act XIV of 1908 : 

If the Local Governineiit is of opinion that any association interferes or has 
for Its obnect the interference with the administration of the law or with the main¬ 
tenance of law and order or that it constitutes a danger to the public peace.‘the 
Government may declare such an association to bo nnlawfnl.” 
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A yrairi, I submit, if there are associations whose object is interference 
wilJi the aciministration of the law or with the maintenance of law and 
order, the present law is amply sufficient and adequate to meet the acti¬ 
vities of those associations. The danger comes in only when the Local 
Government wants to declare as unlawful associations, those which in 
their opinion “ constitutes a danger to the public peace That power, 
in the hands of any executive Government, is a real danger to the public 
peace, not the unlawful association. Who is to be the Judge as to whether 
these fts.sociations are unlawful or not f In this connection, I want to 
draw 3 ’our attention, Mr. President, and the attention of the House, to 
section 17-F, which is the last clause of section 111 of the Criminal Law 
Amendment Act which says : 

“ Save as provided in seetions 17-B lo 17-E no proeeedings purporting to be 
taken under section 17-A to 17'E shall be called in question by any court and no 
civil or criminal proceedings shall be instituted ag iinst any person for having done, 
etc. 


These two sections, sections 17-B. and 17-lC. are very small protection. 
Section 17-B {vi) merely says “ that when movable property is forfeited, 
a i)erson may make a representation that the property is not liable to 
forfeiture tnid the District Judge or the Chief Judge of the Small thiuso 
C’ourt will decide wliethcr the property is or is not liable for forfeiture 
On that maitcr, Sir, he cannot go into the question whether the associa¬ 
tion is really an uiilav» rdl association or even whether the information of 
tin* (los’e!*iimonl is correct that this property is likely to he used in fur- 
therenee of Iho activities of the association. 

We have got the other section, section 17-K, which gives them power 
to forfeit tlu* funds of the unlawful associations, and under sub-section (m) 
they can again go to a (.'ourt, but here again the Court’s jurisdiction is 
liiniicd. Tliey can only say whether the sums are not liable to forfeiture. 
Witii these two special exceptions, all the activities of the Government 
in connect ion with what they call unlawful associations, on their own. 
judgment- forfeiting the property and taking possession of immovable 
property—-all these things are not to be questioned in any Court of law. 
The Government say that their decision is final. 

On this matter, I againt want to draw the attention of the House to 
the words of Chief Justice Ilewart who said ; 

“ ft is usual to provide that the decision of the Minister shall be final and con¬ 
clusive. When this is the case, the Courts are powerless to intervene however unjust 
and absurd a decision may appear to be, and even though it is obviously based on 
ail erroneous view of the law.'* 

“ But where one is dealing with a decision given without reasons, by an niionymous 
olticial, who is not ascertainable, how can any such matter be proved.’’ 

“ It may be that the decision is apparently so perverse that the party against 
whom it is given has a reasonable suspicion that it was dictated by spile or vindictive¬ 
ness, or was even corrupt. But without knowing who the deciding official is, it is 
of course impossible for a iierson aggrieved to prove anything of the kind, or even 
to furnish grounds for suspecting it. The victim is, in such a case, perfectly helpless, 
and entirely without remedy.” 

” Tt may be said that there is no substantial ground for the fear of unfairness 
or corruption in the Civil service. As to unfairness, people who have had disputes 
with public officials may sometimes conceivably hold a contrary opinion. As to corrup¬ 
tion, that is a vice from which the Service is completely and undoubtedly free. It is 
of vital importance that it should so continue.” 
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These ai'c the important words : 

“ But if there were any great extension of the system of giving uncontrolled and 
arbitrary powers to public officials, it is as certain as that night follows day that 
corruption might ‘creep in. We might then be cursed with the corrupt bureaucrat. 
The bureaucratic despot we already have. 

Ther^^lVire, it seems to me that from whatever point of view you 
look at it, tliese sections cannot be tolerated. I want merely to state how 
these provisions have been applied in the past. Almost every Congress 
Committee tljroughout India was suppressed, as unlawful associations. In 
Jladras, I was in charge of a Khadi and Swadeshi exhibition, run not 
by rlie (‘ongtess, but by the Madras Mahajana Sabha. This exhibition 
was invaded and all articles were forfeited. But, afterwards, they were 
returned on our representation. Perhaps my Leader, when he speaks, 
wdli add 1o this list from his ampler knowledge, but T may tell you, Sir, 
tliat I know that in Boni,})ay they declared the following associations as 
unlawful associations : 

Labour Welfare Centre, 

Foreign Cloth Boycott Swadeshi Committee, 

Aiiti-l'iitouchability Committee, 

Prohibition Committee, 

Municipal Sub-Committee, 

Swadeshi Prachar Mandir, 

Women’s Association, 

Nationalist Muslim Party, 

Nationalist (Christian Party. 

An Honourable Member : Sweetmeat shops. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Yes, and even sweetmeat shops. 

I hope, Sir, as Honourable Members on this side speak later, they 
will give theii own experiences from their own provinces. This law has 
been rutlilessly abused in the past, and 1 suggest, therefore, that there is 
no guarantee* that this law will be properly used. 

Then, Sir, I come to the piece de resistance, as I may call it, of this 
Act, and that is the provision for what they call the better control of the 
Press. I suggest that the extracts which my Honourabhs friend, the Home 
Member, leacl prove that in two provinces there are journals whicli write 
sueji things. But I want to ask him whether these journals Avere proceeded 
against under the ordinary law, and whether they Avere convicted and 
s^uiteneed. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik ; Yes. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti ; I want to know whether, in spite ot his punish¬ 
ment and sentence, all these papers went on WTiting in the same strain. 
What I Avant to know' is this. There is no use throAving at me extracts 
for Avhicli the editors Avere prosecuted and sentenced, unless the Honourable 
the Ploine Member is able to supplement that information Avith the 
further information that, in spite of these continuous punishments, the 
iieAvspapers Avent on publishing such extracts and articles. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik ; Yes. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : I have not heard that yet. I shall be obliged 
if at the proper time that can be stated. If that is so, T suggest that the 
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remedy is ujider the ordinary law to find out who the real man is who 
abets this oiijne. You know perfectly well, Sir, that abetment is an 
ofl'once under the Indian Penal Code. Why are the police so helpless f 
They sluidow us all the time ; they waste public money, but they are 
not able to get the criminals. That is what it comes to. If there arc 
people who go on abetting these dummy editors, why do you not find 
them out ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : We cannot prove it. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : And, therefore, you punish the innocent people, 
against wIk/iu you cannot prove the guilt. That is the greatest confession 
Avliicli you can make against this Bill. You cannot prove a thing againsf. 
a man, and yet you want to punish him. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : But we know. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : You know nothing. What do you know about 
us ? Yon think we are all crc-convicts, but you really know nothing about 
us. What do you know about your own Colleagues ? All civilised 
jurisj)ruderjce is based on this—that every man shall be presumed to be 
innocent, until he is pnO'Ved to be guilty. Is this Government of India 
going to saj, “ I cannot find out who the real editor is ; I am helpless, 
I am not able to prove it but I know who he is and, therefore, I will 
punish hiin ? When it suits them they say, Fiat justitia mat coeluni 
(let justice be done even though the heavens fall). What is this justice f 
You want tJiis power. I am glad I got this from the Home Member, I 
cannot prove the charge against certain people, and, therefore, I want to 
punish tiiose whom I suspect. Therefore, enact this Jaw Is any single 
Member of this House going to give this power to this Government to 
punish, not those who are found to be guilty, but those who may be 
guilty or innocent but against whom there is no evidence worth proving t 
It seems to me, therefore, that they give away the whole ease for these 
Pj’ess provisions. 

Then they say that when the Press Act was in force it was all very 
good and when the Press Act was removed it was all very bad. Sir, I 
shall tell you one thing as to how they administer the censorship of news 
in this coimtjy. You know the incident in Jubbulpore, which we could 
not discuss. Do you know that a week before the news appeared in any 
Indian pai^er it appeared in the London papers ? The Daily Herald 
flashed it on its front page with big headlines. This Government of 
India &.ui^))ressed that news in this country. That is their idea of 
running tlie Press Act, and publishing news or running the Govern¬ 
ment. Tliey have neither the big imagination of a decent Government 
nor the sense of justice of even the ordinary man. And you have got 
ample powers to deal with seditious newspapers,—sections 124A, 1S3A, 99A 
and 108 of the Criminal Piwodure Code, "^^y don^t you use them f 
And, Sir, I shall quote the distinguished editor of tlie Leader^ Mr. C. Y. 
Chintamoni, who cannot be confused even by this Government as a 
Congress extremist. He says, and very rightly : 

** While in one breath we are mockingly told that while the dogs bark the 
caravan passes on, even the consolation of a cry or a bark is grudged to us and laws 
have been placed on the Statutebook in restraint of our legitimats liberty to speak 
out OUT mind. Frederick the Great told Voltaire that there was a complete under¬ 
standing between him and his subjects ; they were to say what they liked but he was 
to do what he pleased. Here in India, God knows our Gk)vemment do what they please 
but are jealous of our liberty to say what we think.*' 

LlSlIiAD X 
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That is a most eloquent commentary on these provisions which are 
sought to be continued in this Press Act. 

Now, ^viiat do we stand for ? We stand for the liberty of Ihe Press, 
that no man ought to be punished for what he writes in liis Press, except 
by due process of law and after trial and conviction. We do not want 
any special freedom of the Press, but we do not want any special restric¬ 
tion on the Press. Now, Sir, in contrast to the present Home Member’s 
attitude towards the Press, dividing them into sheep and goats and 
patronising the sheep and leaving the goats outside, a previous Home 
Aleniber, Sir James Orerai, had a slightly different conception of Gov¬ 
ernment’s attitude towards the Press. He said : 

“ Now, Sir, the maiu argument which was repeated by those who opposed the 
Bill was that under colour of a measure directed against the terrorist movement 
Government were seeking to establish a general control over the press for other, and 
it was implied, for illegitimate purposes. I hope I have already made it clear that 
it is not the case. But if it is necessary, I desire to repeat in the most emphatic 
terms that that is not the case, and it is our desire to enlist the press as a whole 
in the best interests of the country.” 

And T suggest. Sir, to the Honourable the Home Member that this 
attempt io antagonise the Press bodes no good to anybody in this country. 
We must have the help of the Press, especially when the electorate is 
going to be enlarged ; and if the Press is to be put under a ban of suspicion 
and to be treated under these repressive laws, we are mounting up difS- 
culties for ourselves. 

Now, Sir, in answer to my friend, Seth Govind Das’ question, a 
statement was i)laccd on the table yesterday morning, copies of which, 
thanks to the courtc.sy of the Secretary, have been circulated to us this 
day ; and T have made a rough calculation. Tn 193.6, 72 newspapers were 
proceeded against and securities of Rs. 26,950 were taken ; and for pnb- 
lls-hiug ai’ricies on the Quetta earthquake 1.5 newspapers were penalised. 

Mr. P. E. James : Have you read them ? 

Mr. S. Satyaraurti : I have read some of them, but not all. And 
J think that, beeaase an article is mischievous, you ought not to forfeit 
the securities. Tf you do that, the Statesman ought to have been dealt 
with long ago because it writes more mischievous articles than any other 
pa{K‘r. 

Under the Act of 1931, 166 newspapers have been proceeded against, 
and security to the extent lof two lal<lis and a half has boon forfeited and 
343 papers ceased publication. I submit that this is a rulhless application 
of the Press law in this country. 

An Honourable Member : 448. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : 448 ; T stand corrected. The words of this 
section are—T only wpt to read one of these—Tf it appears to the special 
Bench on an application, etc., etc., that the words, signs or visible represen¬ 
tations contained in the newspaper, book or other document were not of 
the iiature described in section 4.. ” then the High Court may set aside 
the order. I had intended to refer to all these cases, but I do not pro¬ 
pose to do so. I will read agmn, with your leave, what you. Sir, said on 
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this : I want to remind the House that you, Sir, presided with distinction 
in the Madras High Court for many years and that you were acting 
Chief Justice : and you said—and I respectfully agree with every word 
of what you said : 

** 1 have had something to do with the administration of the old Press Act : and 
I know what the difllculties are. Every judicial authority has felt and has expressed 
it in uninistakeable terms. Are you going by this Bill to relieve them of those diffi¬ 
culties 1 Most certainly not. Vou are having the same provisions which have been 
vondenincd more than once. Cannot (iovernnient Icam by experience, the experience 
of the past I " 

They have not learnt. Like the Bourbons of old, the Government of 
Tndia neither learn nor forget ; 

“ When you vest tlio eontrol of the press in the Government, that is, to find 
whether certain sections of the press have or have not offended against the provisions 
of clause 4 of this Hill, it really means tliat the Government will exorcise that control, 
as wo know from past experience, against the press which criticises its measures, and 
it will not apply those provisions to that section of the jiress which carries on pro¬ 
paganda in favour of Gr^vornnu'nt. * ’ 

I did not say that. Sir. You did ; and I agree with thiat. All these 
sub-sections which are sought to be added to this by section 16 of the 
Criminal Law Amendment Act are provided for in the ordinary law. As 
regards tliis seduction of the army, it seems to me, according to the Gov¬ 
ernment it should be an insult : for Sir James Crerar said : 

“ The section to wliich ho refers is no doubt a good punitive section against 
seduction of troops from their t'lllegiancc ; but what we rely far more upon thau that 
sei'tion is the unshaken and steadfast loyalty of our troops and not on any punitive 
iiie:o:ure Avli:itsoevoi. ’ ’ 

Then why do you want this sub-section (d)f Sub-section (e) is already 

4pm provided for in the Indian Penal Code. Sub-section (/) 
—refuse or defer payment of any land revenue or 
tax—according to this, if T advise a man who is poor not to borrow money 
to pay land lax, but to defer it until he gets some money after harvest, 
T shall be guilty of an oifcnce. Clause (i) —to prejudice the recruitment 
of pei-sons to serve in any of llis Majesty's Forces. What prejudice 
means 1 do not know, and, tlicreforc, either this section is ali’oady provided 
for in the ordinary law or is niisi hievoiis to Hie extent it tries to go beyond 
that. 


1 submit that, on a careful reading of all these section.s, you will find 
that it is impossible for any one to escape the wrath of the Executive. If 
[ criticise a Government measure, if T am an editor of a press, the heavy 
hand of the Government can come upon me and the High Courts can give 
me precious little relief. I have got cases reported in 41 Calcutta, 
•‘lo Madras and 56 Bombay. I do not propose to take more of the time 
of the House by quoting froim those decisions ; but I think I should com¬ 
mend to those who are interested in this matter to peruse those decisions— 
one of them by (^hief Justice Jenkins, one by yourself. Sir, and one by 
Chief Justice Beaumont : and all of them say that this so-called appeal 
to the High Court is illusory and meaningless. These sections are Intend- 
to strengthen the control of the Executive over the press. 

I want to make another point—^it arises from one of these decisions. 
What does ‘‘ government established by law mean 1 Does it meian or 
does it not mean the executive government ? A high judicial authority 
«ays it means that. In the provinces we are going to have, I 'am told, 
LlSlliAD «2 
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responsible government, wliicli means that the entire Government ^vill 
be tlie government established by law. Supposing 1 am in the Oppositiot., 
how ean I displace that Government, by an appeal to the electorate, unless 
I bring them into haired and contempt, by exposing their actions, their 
omissions and pointing out where they have failed and where they have 
misbehaved I It seems to me that a moment’s thought ought to con¬ 
vince anybexly that ihe working of responsible democratic party govern¬ 
ment is wholly inconsistent with this Bill. In England you have no 
such section : } on have got to prove overt acts : you cannot punish a man 
for holding an opinion or expressing it ; and it does seem to me that in 
the future executive Government once a ministry becomes a ministry, it 
can prevent its being destroyed any time, because whatever the opijosi- 
tion may say will come within the all-pervasive clauses of this Bill and 
democratic Government will become impossible. 

While on this matter, may 1 say one thing m.^re ? The reason why 
in democratically governed countries there Ls no necessity for such law»s 
at all is that tlie oppressed peo])le know lhat by the use of the ballol hox, 
they ean change the Government and ])ut themselves in power. It is 
this sense of impolcney in this country against an irremovable excculive. 
against a conscienceless bureaucracy which goes on governing as it likes 
ill spite of the people, wliieh does cause tliese vjurions movcjnents ; :ind it 
does seem to me that the way to deal with these movements is not to tiy 
to suppress them, but to deal with them in the only manner known to demo¬ 
cratic and civilised countries, namely, hy establishing responsible pai’ty 
government in those countries. 

I w^ant again to echo yiour own words, Sir ; 

•• 1 submit that unless there is really something much deeper behind this Bill 
than we can fathom, on the face of it, this Bill is a measure which lacks justification 
altogether.’' 

We lare not able to see any jirstification for it ; and in the words of 
Lord Irwin : 

“In so far as the present movement involves any of the forces that we call 
nationalism, 1 would repeat what I have said more than once, that an attempt to 
meet the case witli rigid and unyielding opposition is merely to repeat the unitelligent 
mistake of King (Canute. ’' 

On the whole, Sir, it seems to me that the Government are legislat¬ 
ing in a fit of temper ; and legislating in a fit of temper is not statesman- 
ship. The futility of repressive legislation ought to be apparent to the 
Government. The history of all countries shows it. Has repressive 
legislation killed nationalism in Ireland, in Egypt, or in Eussiiav or in any 
country ? Why do you believe that you can kill nationalism by this 
repressive legislation ? And after all are Government so clear in their 
minds that Ciivil Disobedience ought to he killed ? It is the inherent 
right of man, and it does seem to me that all government must depend 
upon this fundament al basis that while in ncwnal times subjects ought 
to give unquestioning obedience to the Government, when crises arise it is 
undoubtedly the duty of citizens to break unjust laws, so long as they take 
the consequences ; and you cannot put down that movement by any stretch 
of imagination. They may feel horrified. Supposing we come into power 
and we enact that Europeans in this country shall wear TOiiiuldiir dhoties 
alone and go about in Khaddar shirts, I should not be surprised if these 
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gentlemen break into Civil Disobedience then. Therefore, it does seem 

to me.... 

The Honourable Sir James &rigg (Finance Member) : Not civil. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : My friend says not civil, -I agr(‘e, -disobe¬ 
dience, but not civil, and timt is the note which I want to stJ-ike. Sir, 
is the Government i>erfectJy clear that the ills of liunianity can be letter 
solved by physical warfare, and not by Civil Disobedience ? Today 
Italy and Abyssinia are almost going to war. Britain and France stand 
helpless, Germany’s ways are mysterious, Russia, no one knows. And is 
the Honourable the Home Member perfectly clear in his mind that 
Mahatma Gandhi m India is not doing a service, not alone to his own 
country but to the whole of hinnanity, by substituting soul force for 
physical force ? (“ Hear, hear ”, from Congress Party Benches.) Are we 

I'Jear in our own minds that Civil Disobedience may not be the saviour 
of liiiman civilization to set right individual and national wrongs, that 
Civil Disobedience may not be tlie Kau* more humane, the far more civi¬ 
lized method, than the brutal warfare which kills innocent women and 
cliildren ? Tt does seem to me, therefore, that even on fundamentals, the 
Government is hoi)elo>.sly wrong. The true remedy is Swaraj for all 
tliC.se things. Even ilicn there may be (vivil Disobedience, but we shall 
meet it by administering the laws judieially, or by resigning and giving 
place to those who want to practise Civil Disobedience. Then, they 
will learn that they cannot or need not practise Civil Disobedience. 

And wliat is tlie object of the Government in this Bill ? T suggest 
they want to enthrom' bui’eaucracy, tliey want to stifle all criticism, they 
want to obstruct Swadeshi and prohibition and any kind of decent social 
reform. They want to interFero Avith peaceful picketing, they want to 
introduce a new criminal procedure in the country, they want to prcA^ent 
all associations Avhich the Government dislike from functioning, they 
want to stifle the Press. What is the kind of public o])inion or public 
activity they want ? A certain class of animals whom T shall not name, 
invited another class of animals to attend and sing at a marriage party. 
At that ])arty iim.sic was going on, and each said to the other. “ Oh, wliat 
a fine voice you have, what a fine figure you have !” I shall iio-t name 
the animals.... 

An Honourable Member : Who are those animals ? 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : ....T smrgest, therefore, that the Government 
want to live in their own way, taking public opinion from their sycophantu 
who say Oh, what a Sircar ! Wliat a Qrigg, what a Sir Henry ? 
There is a lot of statesmanship in them ; they know what there is to know, 
what they do not know is not worth knowing, and they are serving and 
working for the best interests of the country. Long live the Executive 
Government of India Is that the kind of public opinion they want T 
It seems to me, Sir, that this Bill shows the wicked intention that is be¬ 
hind their minds. 

Therefore, I come t<o these conclusions. You don^t believe in your 
OAvn reforms. You treat yourselves as an armed camp in a hostile country, 
and^ therefore you want these powers. You do not trust your own Courts 
of justice, and you want the angry planter or the angry colonel or the 
angry civilian to rule this country. I know you will enact this measure 
in spite of us, but I want to say this. This is not only bad law, but it 
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purports to abrogate whatever j ule of law we have to regulate the political 
activities in this country. This measure seeks to substitute executive dis¬ 
cretion and power for the judgment of the Courts. And it seems to me, 
Sir, that if in spite of the warning of this House, if in spite of the expe¬ 
rience of other countries, if in spite of the experience in their own 
country, the Government will enact this measure in spite of public 
opinion, tliey are ignoring the writing on the wall and they are driving 
another nail in their own coffin, for, Sir,— 

“ The moving finger writes and having writ 
Moves on ; Nor all thy piety nor wit 
Shall lure it back to cancel half a line, 

Nor all thy tears wash a word of it.” 

I oppose this motioii. (Loud and Prolonged Applause.) 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths (Bengal : Nominated Official) : Sir, it is with no 
little trepidation that I rise to make this my maiden speech in this Assembly 
upon so controversial a matter, a matter whicli has jilready calh^l fortii 
the splendid eloquence of Mr. Satyamurti and will no doubt attract into 
the arena other speakers of his calibre. T can only justify my temerity 
on this occasion by the fact that I have some personal experience of the 
matters to which this Rill relates. During the past two years as Dis¬ 
trict Magistrate of the notorious district of Midnapore. I have been iu close 
contact,—^may I say, Sir, in unpleasiintly close contact,—with terro!*lsm 
and other subversive movements, and, as a result, the ]>oint oF view from 
which I regard this Bill is entirely different from that from which the 
Honourable Member opposite regards it. To many Members of this 
Hoiuse, Sir, this Itill deals with abstract principles, and they are content 
to oppose it upf ji academic grounds, but to us, who are called upon 
to maintain j)eace and traiupiillity iu the districts of this country, 
it deals with i)owen\s which we know are vitally necessary for tlie maiii- 
teiiance of the peace and that tranquillity. (“ Hear, hear ” from Offichil 
Benches.) I must congratulate Mr. gtatyamurti upon the restraint with 
which he has condiintecl liis opposition, but, unfortunatel}’', Sir, that same 
restraint has not been practised in the campaign carried on against thi^ 
measure in the press in recent weeks. We have been told that this Bill 
strikes a serious hloAV at the lil>erties of India, that it symlx)lises the 
enslavement of the Indian j)eo];Ie, and that it indicates the unfitness of 
the bureaucracy to govern this country. I hope to satisfy Honourable 
Members of this House that those a])prehension.s are quite groundless, 
that this Bill is in no sense drastic, and that it in no sense interferes with 
any ol the fundaiiieutal liberties oi tlie sul)ject. I challenge Honourable 
Members opposite on this point. Which fundamental liberties of the 
subject does this Bill Touch ? Does it touch the right of Habeas CorpiLs 1 
Does it touch the right of o]>Qn trial ? (Several Honourable Members : 

Yes.^) Does it touch the liberty of the individual to record his vote ? 
Does it affect the right of Honourable Members to use every pos'^ible 
legitimate influence in their own constituencies? All these things are 
the main ingredients of the fundamental liberties of the citizen and 
they are left untouched by this Bill. The ordinary peaceful citizen is 
untouched in pocket, unhampered in his work, and unrestricted 
in his recreations by this measure, unless Honourable Members 
contend that picketing is one of the reasonable recreations of a peaceful 



THE CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL. 


469 


citizen. That this measure is in no sense drastic may be readily seen. 
Sir, by comparison with the legislation in other countries which have 
a terrorist problem to face. 

May I, in the first place, call the attention of my friends to a country 
which is, I believe, dear to the hearts of many of my friends,—I refer to 
Soviet Russia. No doubt, Honourable Members have read in the press 
recently an account of the execution of 63 citizens of Soviet Russia with¬ 
out trial, without evidence, simply on suspicion that they were hatching 
a conspiracy. Again, let us turn to a more civilized country. Let us turn 
to Italy. During the past few years, confiscation of wealth of loading 
citizens without trial, and without evidence, has become part and nareel 
of the ordinary administration of the country. I am not here to defend 
those acts, but I am here to ask Honourable Members to preserve a sense 
of proportion and to remember that, if they are prepared to call methods 
of this kind drastic, they will have no words left in their vocabulary to 
describe the measures in force in those other countries. 

Several Honourable BCembers.: There they have National Gov¬ 
ernments. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths : As Honourable M(.*mbers will probably not 
be prepared to accept the analogy of Italj" or of Soviet Russia, may I 
call to tlieir attention the analogy of England ? Honourable jMeinbers 
have no doulit very much more detailed knowledge of English hlstoiy than 
I can claim, and they will remember the exceedingly severe legislation 
Avhieh was passed in England before, at the time of and after the Chartist 
movement. England, at the time of the (^hartist movement, was in very 
much the same iwisition as India has been in during the past few years, 
and the legislation which is now being proposed is very much milder than 
the six Acts or the other legislation which was enacted in the early part 
of the niuteenth century in England. The plain truth is that no eouutiy, 
Avliich lias to deal with suhversive movements, can avoid having special 
legislation, but the Oovernnicnt of India, largely because it is a Govern¬ 
ment based upon the will of the people.... (Some Members on the 0/)po- 
siiion Benches : “ Oh ! —I repeat, largely because it is a Government 
based uyion the will of the people, has always had a rooted dislike to un¬ 
necessarily drastic legislation, and that Government has, therefore, placed 
before the House a Bill which wuld be considered milk and water in any 
other country where the terrorist problem exists. 

Noav, Sir, let us consider briefly what the effect of the present Bill 
will be. Its effect is fourfold. In the first place, it will make the Indian 
Press Emergency Powers Act permanent. In the second place, it will 
make permanent the power to take possession of a notified place used 
fo-r the purposes of an unlawful association. In the third place, .it creates 
permanently two substantive offences. In the fourth place,—and this 
point has been lost sight of by Honourable Members on that side of the 
House,—^in the fourth place, it delet<‘s from the Statute-book four very 
serious offences which exist at the present time. From the date of the 
passing of this Bill, dissuasion from enlistment, tampering with public 
servants, boycotting public servants, and dissemination of false rumours, 
will, in general, not be offences under the law of this land. It will be 
open to any citizen of this country, who wishes to do so, to dissuade from 
enlistment to thait very array which Honourable Members opposite wanted 
to send to Abyssinia. It will be open to any citizen without fear of con- 
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sequences to induce petty Govermnent sul>ordinates to neglect or misilo 
their duties. It will be open to any ordinary citizen to boycott public 
serv^ants, be they high or low. It will be open to any ordinary citizen to 
conduct himself in such a way as to paralyse the administration of this 
oountiy. These four things which have ceased to be oft’enee.s were 
actually done in many parts of British India not so very long ago, and 
there is no certainty that they will not be done again. But notwith¬ 
standing that fact, the Government of India in their anxiety to avoid being 
too drastic are prepared to give up these otfences and to delete them, from 
the Statute-book. 

[At this stage, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Ilahim) 
vacated the Chair, which was then occupied by Mr. Deputy President (Mr. 
Akhil (Chandra Datta).] 

Let me turn now to the s])ecific que^ition of the Indian Press Em¬ 
ergency Powers Act. If wc are to justify the continuance of this Act, 
we have to make out two propositions. The first pro|)asiti()n is that at 
every time when the press of this country lias been free from restrictions 
similar to those under the present Act, tJie irresponsible section of the 
press has indulged in deliberately inflammatory writing. Having proved 
that proposition, my next task will be to show that such deliberately in¬ 
flammatory writing actually is dangerous in practice and does lend practical 
support to the terrorist movement. Let pie deal first with the contention 
that, on every occasion, when no such legislation is in force a section of 
the press lias been inflammatory. Instead of indulging in long, and 
perhaps unconvincing, arguments, I propose to read to the House tliree 
very brief extracts. The first extract is taken from a paper in lieu gal 
and was written just after the Chittagong Armoury Jlaid, at a time when 
no restriction on the press was in force. This is the extract : 

The Swadhinata, S4th Aprils 1930,—** Revolutionary Bengal has revealed itself in 
Chittagong on the distant frontier of Bengal, as a result of the ruthless oppression 
of the English JNatioii extending over hundred; years, the rebellious soul of India 
has more than on.^o struck Government in different places. But such success as at 
Chittagong was never noticed anywhere. Itemembering this military expedition of 
revolutionary Bengal, the head of the Elation is today bent in respect, their hearts 
are inllatcd with hope, enthusiasm and joy and glory.'' 

Do Honourable Members want to lend their support to publication of 
deliberately revolutionary matter of that nature ? 

An Honourable Member : What is the name of the paper ? 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths : Swadhimata of the 24th April, 1930, page 3 
of the printed extracts. I will pass on to another extract from MuktL 
dated the 3rd December, 1928. 

Mr. *B. Das : On a point of information. Sir. The Honourable the 
Home Member said that the extracts would be circulated tio all Members. 
I have not received a copy, and T do not think that anybody else on this 
aide has received it. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths : If the Honourable Mem])er is anxious, I will 
let him have a copy of the extract. This is an extract from the Mukti 
of 1928. 

The Multi, 3rd Decemher, 1928 ,—“ The sacred fire of the Revolution was lighted 
by Rousseau and Voltaire, .and Lenin led the lire of the Russian revolution like this. 
Wc want that fire should burn in our country like the same. Tf that fire burns 
everj’thing, let it bum : but it has become our greatest need." 
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I would call the special attention of Honourable Members to the last 
sentence, “ If that fire burns everything, let it bum In other words, 
'' Bovolution may proceed to disastrous lengths, but revolution we will 
have 1 should like to know whether Honourable Members on that side 
of the House approve of publication of matters of this nature. 

(Dr. Bhagavan Das rose in his place on a point of information.) 

Some Honourable BKembers : Order, order. He docs not give way. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths : I may request my Honoui-able friend to wait 
till the conclusion of my speech. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) : Is it a point of 
order ? 

Dr. Bhagavan Das (Cities of the United Provinces : Non-Muham- 
niadnn Urban) : On a point of information. Sir. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) : The Honourable 
Member does not give way. 

Mr, P, J. Griffiths : The last extract which I propose to read and to 
which T hope Honourable Members will listen carefully is an extract from 
the Advame of the 7th July, 1931, an extract which has no doubt been 
debated before in this House, but I quote it here again, because it is the 
worst of all examples that I have come across of deliberately inflammatory 
writing. It reads ; 

The Advance {Calcutta). 7th July, 1931 .— 

“ Daunt Jens Dincish J)ios with the Dawn. 

'rhousands gather at Street Crossings. 

Dody cremated inside Prison Compound. 

Imiiiodiate Hartal all over the City. 

And tloath is all the brighter that he died. 

And llo.aveii is all the happier that he’s there, 
yp.s what is all that tires a hero's scorn of death— 

the hope to live in hearts unborn.’' 

My only comment on that is that Dinesh Gupta was a murderer, and, 
in accordance with the tradition of a certain section of the irresponsible 
press, murderers were adulated. These are the facts in siipporf of my 
contention that, whenever any such law as the present one is not in force, 
very large sections of the press become irresponsible. 

I now come to the second part of my argument. Honourable Members 
may say that, though these things are written in the press, they do not do 
any practical harm. I want to contradict that statement from my own 
pemmal knowledge and the personal knowledge of everybody who is con¬ 
cerned with the terrorist movement. I do not know whether Honourable 
Members have any idea as to what is the ordinary process of recruitment 
to the terrorist party. 

An Honourable Member : All unemployed. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths : Terrorist recruiting agents do not go and say 
“We are terrorist agents ”. They start off by giving the recent literature 
to read. In the first place, they give him comparatively harmless literature 
to read, and, then, in the second place, they lead him on to inflammatory 
articles in the irresponsible press. I am not speaking of one case. I have 
seen the cases of two or three hundred boys W’ho were being recruited into 
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the terrorist movement. Many of these two or three hundred boys have 
made statements, and, in Jiterally every case, the path of recruitment has 
been through inflammatory literature. If, Sir, we are to permit literature 
of this nature to be published, we can make up our minds once for all that 
teri'orism will continue to be a menace in this country. Those, Sir, are the 
grounds on which I contend that the press sections of this Act are essential. 

I now wish to deal with the obvious objections which will be raised by 
Honourable Members opposite. We shall be told in the first place that if 
this Act passes into law no reasonable freedom will be left to the press. 
We shall be told that the press has been deprived of the power of reason¬ 
able criticism of the actions of Government. On that point, I hope to 
convince Members of this House merely by reading to them three extracts 
from articles which have appeared in the press, even under the aegis of the 
present law. By so doing I hope to satisfy Honourable Members that the 
present law allows ample scope not merely for just criticism, not merely 
for reasonable criticism but for unjust, untrue and unreasonable criticism. 
In reading these extracts, I am not concerned with the truth or the falsity 
of the matters referred to. I merely wish to show Honourable Members 
that very great freedom of criticism does exist in the press under the pre¬ 
sent law. This is from the Rangoon Mail : 

“ VVe have often drawn attention in these columns to the hard lot of the Bengali 
detenus and the very unfair, incquitfible and harsh treatment generally moted out to 
them.' ^ 

T am not concerned willi the question as to whether the treatment meted 
out to them is unfair, inc(iuitahle and harsh. The point at issue is that 
under the present law, wliieli is exactly the law which the present Bill 
proj)Oses to reproduce, harsh criticism of this kind can he levelled against 
the Government from day to day. 1 shall quote another example, and tliis 
refers to the situation in Bahore and Amritsar : 

“ Tlio JouriiaJists' Association records its emphatic protest against the action 
of (ho District ^Magistrates of Lahore and Amritsar in imposing indiscriminately a 
most liatofiU and illegal form of ccmsorslnp on all newspapers, which constitutes an 
unwairanted attack on tho self-respect and independence of the Press.’* 

Tlial may or may not be true, but would that writin" be possible if 
Government, with the present powers in its hands, were determined to sup¬ 
press the freedom of the press. The very fact that articles of this kind are 
j)ublished from day to day is a clear and convincing proof that under the 
present law, the Press has ample and pwliaps more than ample freedom. 

1 turn briefly to the next objection of the opposite side of the House, 
the objection that the ordinary* laws should suffice. This argument is based 
on a misunderstanding. Apparently the desire of Members on the opposite 
side of the House is to punish miscreants, whereas the desire of the Govern¬ 
ment of India is to prevent mischief. We are quite aware that there are 
ample powers under the various Codes to punish people after they have 
done something ivrong but our aim is to have preventive sections which 
will induce those people not to commit that particular offence. It is per¬ 
fectly true (that one such .section exists in the ordinary law. 1 refer to 
section 99A of the Criminal Procedure Code. My objection to section 99A 
of the Criminal Procedure Code is that it applies to only one issue of the 
paper in which the offensive article appeared. One more point in that 
connection I will touch briefly. The Honourable the Home Member spoke 
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of the question of dummy editors. My Honourable friend, Mr. Satyamurti, 
argued that the Honourable the Home Member wished to punish people 
regarding whose guilt he had no proof. If I may say so, my Honourable 
friend entirely missed the point. It is not a question of punishment by 
any process of law. If security is to be deposited, who is going to deposit 
the security ? Does the Honourable Member imagine that the dummy 
editor will deposit the security ? The security will be deposited by the 
person actually concerned in the running of the paper and when the secu¬ 
rity is forfeited, it is that person who will have lost his money. Govern¬ 
ment may not know, it does not matter whether they know, who the real 
editor of the paper is but whosoever was responsible for the paper will have 
lost his thousand rupees or whatever the figure may be. I think that suffi¬ 
ciently disposes off the point made by my friend, Mr. Satyamurti. 

Then, Sir, we are told that this Act is unnecessary because the Civil 
Disobedience Movement has now been abandoned. That, Sir, is a point on 
which my Honourable friends opposite are more competent to speak than 
myself. Prom their speeches and from the wording of the resolutions of 
the Congress Working Committee, the ordinary plain man in the street 
would by no means feel so certain that Civil Disobedience had been finally 
abandoned. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; It will never be. It can never bo. 

Mr, P. J. Griffiths : That being so, that disposes of Mr. Satyamurti 's 
other arguments. It is because my friend says that that movement will 
never be abandoned that we on this side of the House claim that permanent 
legislation is required. If my Honourable friend could say that the Civil 
Disobedience Movement would probably be abandoned in three years time 
then there might I)e some justification for the argument that this should be 
temporary legislation but we have just been told that it will never be 
abandoned and as long as so subv-ersive a movement is not abandoned, so 
long an Act of this kind will be necessary. 

J pass on from the question of (hvil Disobedience. Civil Disobedience 
is not the only subversive movement which we Ijave known in this country, 
r liave aJready spoken of terrorism. 1 do not quite know how far Honour¬ 
able Members on the ()])posite side of the House are prepared to admit that 
terrorism is still a living factor in the situation. If tliey are not so pre¬ 
pared, T can prove it to them but it wull save a great deal of time, if it is 
admitted that terrorism is a*s real a problem now as it was five years ago. 
I admit that there has been great improvement in public opinion, parti¬ 
cularly in the province in which T serve and in the district in which I 
serve. That I readily acknowledge but in spite of that the fact remains 
that terrorist plans, terrorist outrages and terrorist recruitment are still 
going on and as long as those plans, those outrages and tliat recruitment 
continue, so long it is necessary to ensui’o that deliberately inflammatory 
articles are not published in the vernacular press. Another objection 
which may be raised to this Bill is that it interferes with liberty. Speaking 
for myself, I consider that there is very little foundation in this objection. 
Of course, it interferes with liberty. Every Statute .placed upon the 
Statute-book in this House interferes with somebody's liberty. The only 
question is whose liberty it interferes with. Does it interfere with the 
liberty of the majority of decent, peaceful citizens or does it interfere only 
with the liberty of those who wiei to plunge this country into civil war t 
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Only a few days ago we were discussing tlie Oijieinalograph Bill on th« 
floor of the House. I understand that under tiiat Act every him exnun eu 
to the public has to be censored. 1 did not hear my Honourable friencis 
objecting to thal on the ground that it interferes with liberty. If it is 
reasonable to interfere with the exliibition of objectionable and dangerous 
films, why is it not reasonable to interfere with the publication of objec¬ 
tionable and even more dangerous literature ? As a matter of fact, there 
is perhaps no word which is more abused in this House and elsewhere than 
this unfortunate word ‘ Liberty ’. The essence of civilisation is the sub¬ 
ordination of the liberty of the individual for the benefit of the com¬ 
munity. I understand, Sir, thal the purveying of poisons requires a 
licence. Do tny Honourable friends opposite suggest that that constitutes 
an infringement of liberty ? Would they propose that fire-arms, guns 
and poisons should be handed about freely to wdiosoever asks for them t 
If they are prepared to concede that the purveying of poisons and 
dangerous drugs requires restrictions to be placed on it, why are some 
such restrictions not required on tlie most dangerous of all poisons ? I 
refer to dangerous and inflammatory literature. (Loud Applause.) Once 
we get to the hard ground of practical fact, Sir, we at once realize that 
il is the bounden duty of Government to protect the youth of this country 
from contamination by the lying and dangerous statements which have 
a])peared from time to time in certain sections of the press. During the 
course of the last few years T have had a good deal of connection with 
terrorist youths in Bengal. I have been struck in every case with their 
extreme ignorance, their extreme immaturity, their extreme emotional 
instability and the extremely dangerous way in which their feelings can 
be played uixm by any kind of sentimentality. Now, it is our duty to 
protect those youths, while they are still immature, from contamination by 
this dangerous poison. (Hear, hear.) The policy of the Government is 
radically opposite to the policy advocated by the Members on the opi)Osite 
side. Their |)oIicy is ; wait till an offence is committed and then send 
the offender to jail 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : That is the civilized policy. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths : J am surprised that it can be suggested that we 
should wait till we are forced to send young boys to jail, I am surprised 
at Mr. Satyamurti’s remark. As far as we can, we try to administer justice 
but it is also our concern and our constant ambition not to send young 
boys to jail. (Interruptions.) The Honourable Member interrupting 
may believe me when I say that it was a pitiable sight throe years ago 
to see the jails in Bengal crammed with youths who certainly would 
not have been there but for the dissemination of this poisonous literature. 
fTIear, hear.') 

I turn now. Sir, briefly to the question of the working of the Act. 
In the first place, T would ask Honourable Members to observe that the 
effect of the Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Act is very moderate in 
its working. (Voices : Oh, Oh ! '0 It imposes no kind of censor¬ 
ship and it does not involve suppression. It lays down two simple prin¬ 
ciples. The first is that if a newspaper publishes certain kinds of ob¬ 
jectionable articles, that newspaper has to deposit security. Is there any 
very great hardship in that, Sir ? It lays down, secondly, that if that 
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newspaper repeats the offence after this definite and formal warning, if 
that newspaper again publishes inflammatory articles, that newspaper 
tlien has to forfeit its security deposit. Is it a very great injustice, is 
it a very great hardship (Voices : “ Not at all ! ”), that some financial 
peixalty should bo levied upon a newspaper which has deliberately on two 
separate occasions, and after one solemn warning, published inflammatory 
literature f After all, Sir, what art the particular kinds of taings which 
tJie newspaper may not publish ! They are these : 

Firtsly, “ which incites to or tends to incite or to encourage the 
commission of any offence of murder Do Honourable Members want 
that newspapers sliould be free to publish incitements to murder ! 

An Honourable Member : They may be puiiished by a Dourt of law. 

Mr. P. J. Griffiths : 8e(*oiully, “ wliieii tends to seduce any officer, 
soldier, sailor or airman or any police officer from his allegiance or duty 
In a veiy short time, Sir, Honourable Members on that side will be the 
Government of India. {Voices : ‘‘ Oh, Oh ! I^o they then wish that, 
under their regime, every Tom, Dick and Harry shall be at liberty to 
seduce their soldiei*s, their sailors, their police officers, their Civil 
Surgeons, from their allegiance to them ? (Hear, hear.) Well, if they 
do so want, tlien T can only suggest that they are laying a rod in pickle 
for their own backs. (Hear, hear.) 

Now, Sir, let me deal with the question of the administration of this 
Act. I have told the House that the xVet is moderate ; I have now to 
convince the House that the administration of the Act has been still more 
moderate. {Voices : “ Oh, Oh I ^’) 1 wonder if Honourable Members 
have any idea how many newspapers there are in British India. 1 will 
tell them. There arc 4,630 newspapers. The total number of security 
orders—and this includes both newspapers and presses -is 781, that is, 
a little less than one in six ; in less than one out of six cases newspapers 
have been required to deposit security. Of these 781 newspapers, in 
how many eases has the deposit been forfeited ? Twenty-five. These are 
not my figures but are available to the Honourable Member opposite him¬ 
self. Out of 4,630 cases, in only 25 cases has the security deposit been 
forfeited,—a little less than one in 180 ! Can it be pretended that Gov¬ 
ernment has secured a strangle-hold upon the press of this country merely 
because one in 180 has had to forfeit its security deposit ? (Tioud 
Applause.) And what are the amounts of these security deposit ? 
Doubtless Honourable Members know that the Local Governments can 
demand a security deposit up to Rs. 3,000, but Government does not do 
this. Government never wishes to proceed to extremes. {A Voice : 
“ Infinite kindness ! ”) Yes, it is a gi’eat kindness. Of the newspapers, 
only in one case out of six has that security exceeded a thousand rupees. 
I would like to ask Honourable Members whether they wish that the 
press of this country should be in the hands of such men of straw that 
they cannot deposit one thousand rupees. {Voices : ‘‘Oh, Oh ! ”) 
Again, Sir, while I deal with the question of the moderate administra¬ 
tion of this Act, I may say that of some 4,200 prosecutions launched 
under section 18 (i) of the Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Act, some 
four thousand have resulted in a conviction ! My Honourable friend 
has told us that he has coinplete faith in the Courts of this country but 
not in the Executive, He will observe that practically every case sent 
up by the Executive has resulted in a conviction by the very Courts in 
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which he has faith. (Loud Applause.) T have only one other point 
to make in this connection, Sir, and that is to dejal with the allegation 
that the Act is stifling the press. I wonder if Honourable Members 
opposite have troubled to get the figures as to the number of newspapers 
in existence five years ago and the number ol* newspapers now in 
existence. They will be interested to know that the number of news¬ 
papers in British India has increased by 716 in the last four years, and 
the number of printing presses has increased by 1,029. (Hear, hear.) 
Does that suggest to an impartial mind that Government is exercising 
a strangle-hold upon the press ? Does it not conclusively prove that 
the people most concerned, the people who run the newspaper business 
themselves realize that as long as they can comport themselves with some 
bind of decency, they have ample safety, ample liberty and complete 
justice ? (Loud and Prolonged Applause.) Finally, Sir, I wish to read 
to you in this connection a quotation from the very high authority 
w'hom the Honourable the Home Member quoted this morning, but as 
the latter part of the ciuotation is more germane to my present point, 

1 should like to read that part of the quotation. This is from Young 
India of the 28th Mlay, 1931, and purports to come from Mr. Gandhi : 

“ 1 have bpforc me extracts from journals coiitaiiiiiifj some gruesome things— 
These are communal incitement, gross mis-repreaentation, and incitement to political 
violence bordering on murder." 

Now, this is the important point. I suggest Honourable Members 
should listen to the important point which is now eoming ; 

“ The real remedy is a healthy public opinion." (Hear, hear.) 

I hope the applause will continue : 

"We have our journalist association. Why should it not create a department 
whose business would be to study various journals and find objectionable articles and 
bring thorn to the notice of thoir respective editors ¥ " 

That was an article by Mr. Gandhi in May, when there was 

no Press Act in force. The Government of India waited patiently for a 
lonpr lime ; they hoped tliat some notice would be taken of that appeal 
by Air. Oaiidlii. Was anything done ? Did the «Tournalists Assoeialion 
make the least attempt to brin" its influence or to bring i)ublic opinion 
to bear upon the question of Ihe publication of these inflammatory 
articles ? No, Sir. For five months after that warning tlu' Association 
r(*mained silent, and, as a result. Government were compelled to bring 
in in October, 1931, the Press Emergency Powers Act. Mr. (faudbPs 
words were the correct words—the re.al remedy lies in the hands of the 
journalists themselves. And it is because a certain, section—do not 
say tlie majority- of journalists refused to lake their responsibility 
seriously that Government has had to step in and enforce this res])onsibi- 
lity for them. 

The nevt effect of the Act is the power to take possession of notified 
places or to confiscate funds. I understand this subject will be dealt 
noth more in detail by other speakers and therefore I propose to be very 
brief about it. T merely wish to say this that the power to take posses¬ 
sion of a place which is used by an unlawful association is merely a 
logical corollary to the fact that you have declared that association un¬ 
lawful. We are not discussing here today whether Government should 
or should not have the power to declare associations unlawful. Under 
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the present law Government has that power and 1 cannot conceive of any 
man of reason maintaining that Government can declare an association 
unlawful but should not have power to confiscate the funds of that asso¬ 
ciation—or in other words, that we should be compelled to sit by idly 
and watch an admittedly unlawful association carry out its nefarious 
activities. I may also say in this connection that without some such 
power it would be utterly impossible to prevent or even to make less 
likely secret meetings of those very associations which have been dec¬ 
lared illegal. I must pass on quickly. The last elfect of the Act is to 
create two substantive offences. The first of those substantive offences 
is that laid down in section 5 of the existing Criminal Law Amendment 
Act which refers to the dissemination of the contents of forfeited docu¬ 
ments. Here we are not dealing with the question as to whether any 
document should be forfeited or should not be forfeited. If the view 
of the opposite side of the House is that no document should be for¬ 
feited, then they will have to introduce a very great body of legislation. 
They will have to repeal the Sea Customs Act, the Posts and Telegraphs 
Act and a dozen other Acts which could easily be named. As the law 
at present stands, certain documents are liable to forfeiture and are for¬ 
feited. What could be more illogical and what could be more stupid 
than to confiscate those documents and allowr some one to memorise them 
and read them out ? No sane Government could contemplate such an 
extreme inconsistency. As Jong as you have a law for the forfeiture of 
documents, so long you must have a power to make dissemination of those 
documents or the contents of those documents a penal offence. One 
more point which is perhaps hardly relevant here and wdiieh I missed in 
]ny remarks about the press. My Honourable friend, Mr. yatyamurti, 
said : Why do you want this central legislation about the f)ress ? fie said 
llie worst trouble is in llcngal and in the Punjab and in liengal you have 
special Acts which deal wdth these matters : so there is no necessity for 
such legislation here. I am afraid, my Honourable friend is misinformed. 
There is no special legislation in Bengal wdiich- gives Government any 
kind of control over the press. I presume he had in mind sections 35 
and 36 of the Bengal Sujipression of Terrorists Outrages Act. Those 
sections deal wdth an exceedingly limited elass of eases and are meant not 
so much for application to the press but for application to private indi- 
\iduals who pass round printed or manuscript copies of seditious litera¬ 
ture. My Honourable friend is misinformed when he says that that legis¬ 
lation for this purpose is available in Bengal. 

The last point with which I wish to deal is section 7 of the Criminal 
Ijaw Amendment Act. at present in force. That deals with molesting 
and picketing. The Government of India ohjeet to molesting and 
picketing because experience has shown that there is no such thing 
as peaceful picketing. Picketing may start as peaceful—this is not 
theory that I am talking but it is what every Member of this House has 
seen with his own eyes—but it invariably finishes up in disorder and 
violence. If Honourable Members want concrete examples, T will give 
them one that comes to my mind. Take, for example. Dacca. T hope 
there is some Honourable Member who comes from Dacca and who 
can corroborate what I say. There in the year 1929-30, picketing 
molestation and enforced hartals were the order of the day. 

Mr. Suryya Kumar Som (Dacca Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Rurall : It IS absolutelv false. 
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Mr. P. J. Griffiths : I fear, Sir, the Honourable Member must have 
stayed inside of his house. But I was the whole time in Dacca and saw 
it happening day after day and week after week. Here the shop¬ 
keepers were forced to join in hartals and w’ere picketed if they 
refused to do so. It so happened that most of the poor shopkeepers 
were Muhammadans whereas most of the wealthier people were Hindus. 
That was an unfortunate accident but the effect of this picketing and 
enforced hartals was tJiat there were commiinai riots in 1930 and 1 
challenge any Member of this House who was in Dacca at that time to 
repudiate those facts in detail. But, Sir, Dacca is not the only example. 
Vou have Cawnpore and you have a dozen other examples in the last 
ten years where picketing and molestation have led, as they always must 
lead, to violence and to defiance of law and order. It is very common 
to say, as my Honourable friend has said, that the ordinary law is quite 
adequate to deal with picketing and molestation. lie read out a very 
interesting scries of extracts from rulings and he tried to establish 
conclusively the argument that those acts are offences under the ordinary 
law. I do not know if my friend is a lawyer but if he is I can only 
hope that he will be a High Court Judge before long and I hope that 
he will then persuade Courts to take that very view which he has now 
enunciated. These sections are introduced because our practical ex¬ 
perience shows that convictions cannot be secured for molestation and 
Ijicketiug under the ordinary law except in the most exceptional cir¬ 
cumstances. Do not let the Honourable Member think that this is a now 
idea. The Honourable Member is apt to think that all this time neither 
the Government of India nor its officials have ever read the Indian 
Penal Code. I can assure the Honourable Member that for the last few 
years we have been reading the Indian Penal Code most diligently. We 
have been most diligently looking for ways of dealing with miscreants 
and in particular of dealing with picketers and people who molest and 
it is because we have failed to find a remedy under the ordinary criminal 
law that the Government of India have had to resort to the proposed 
present section. 

I have nothing more to say, Sir, except this that this Assembly is 
the forerunner of what will be the Government of India in a very short 
time and the best service that this Assembly can render to that future 
Government is to arm that Government with the very weapons which 
they will otherwise have to seek for themselves. If Honourable Mem¬ 
bers opposite had a true sense of gratitude they would bo thanking the 
Honourable the Home Member for saving them the most unpleasant task 
which would assuredly fall to their lot in two or three years’ time. But, 
Sir, the best augury for the future Government of India will be if this 
Assembly will display its sense of responsibility by lending its support 
to a measure which steers the midway course between liberty on the 
one hand and licence on the other hand. fLoud and Prolonged Applause.) 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Friday, 
the 6th September, 1935. 
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The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Recruitment of Probationers in the Traffic Department op the 

Calcutta Port Trust. 

lo.l. *Mr. Basanta Kumar Das : (a) Did the Calcutta Port Trust 
authorities ever hold any departmental examination, as was set forth in 
the prog^ramrae of training: for the probationers appointed by them in 
1929 in the Traffic Department, to test their relative ability, efficiency and 
intellijrence ? If not, why not t 

{h) Is it not a fact that Government employees of almost all grades 
of services, including those in the Imperial ranks, have to sit, before their 
confirmation in the services, for departmental examinations and the results 
thereof go to determine their progress at the early stages of their careers f 

(c) If the answer to part {h) be in the affirmative, do the Calcutta 
Port Trust authorities adopt a similar system with regard to the services 
under them ? If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) No. The pro¬ 
bationers were required to submit monthly reports on tli*5 work done 
by them. The sectional heads also interviewed them and reported on 
their progress. They were further interviewed at regular intervals by 
the head of the Department and interrogated as to their work. It was 
considered that the manner in which the probationers did their work 
furnished sufficient indication of their ability. 

(&) It is not a fact, although there are a few G(»vernment services 
in which the passing of departmental examinations after appointment 
is a necessary preliminary to confirmation. 

(c) Departmental examinations are not held by the Calcutta Port 
Commissioners because they consider that the results of such examina¬ 
tions would not give a correct index as to a man’s qualifications for anl 
outdoor supervising post where character, personality and tempera¬ 
ment are of at least as great importance as ability to secure high results 
in examinations. 

Mr. Basanta Kumar Das : If examinations are not held, on what 
basis are the entrants to the services confirmed in their respective posts t 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : On the progress 
report of their work. 
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Mr. Basanta Kumar Das : Do the Port Trust authorities draw up any 
comparative statemeut of the quality of the work done by the candi¬ 
dates in order to see whethej* any man should be promoted in preference 
to another man ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : As £ have already 
read out in llie answer, reports arc made from tinu; to time on the 
progress they are making with regard to their work, and, it is on the 
basis of tlicfo reports, that the result is arrived at as to the comparative 
merits of the different probationers. 

Appointment of one Mb. Hocjan as a Yaro Master in 'ihb Traffic 
Department of the Calcutta PoR'r TRUs'r. 

lo8. -''Mr. Basanta Kumar Das : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that towards the middle of the year 1934, the 
('*ah*utta Port Trust authorities appointed one Mr. Hogan as a Yard 
Master in their Traffie Department ? 

(6) IF the answer to ])art (a) be in the affirmative, what are the 
quabTication.s, academic or otherwise, of Mr, Hogan and on what salary has 
he been ap[>ointed ? 

(r) Is it a fact that iMr. Hogan has been ap])ointed on a higher 
initial salary than wJiat usually happens to be the “ Seale of a Yard 
Master in the Port Trust ? If so, what are the special reasons for doing 
so ? 

(d) Was the vacaui*y, before it was filled up, at all notified If not, 
how did the Port Trust authorities ascertain that no Indian with qualifi¬ 
cations similar to or better than Mr. Hogan’s would offer himself as a 
candidate for appointment, and what made tliern to come to the conclusion 
that Mr. Hogan was the best available ])erson for the i)ost ? 

(f) Is it a fa(‘t that one Mr. Oawford, an outsider, has been 
appointed by the Paleutta Port Trust authorities ? If so, was his post 
arlvertised, and why was no probationer appointed ? 

(/) Ts it a fa<*t that ^Icssrs. Bolst and Ward, wdio had retired from 
the services, have again been taken in by the Calcutta Port Trust autho¬ 
rities ? If so, will Government be pleased to state the circumstances under 
which they have been re-appointed ? 

(g) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table of the House the 
correspondence that passed between them and the Calcutta Port Trust 
authorities and the Bengal Government with regard to the resolution 
passed in the Council of State in September, 1932, on the question of 
Indianisation of Port Trust services ? 

(A) Is it a fact that in pursuance of the resolution passed in the 
Council of State in S(»ptfmiber, 1932, on the question of Indianisation of 
Port Trust servieos, the Calcutta Port Trust authorities formulated the 
policy that in Hie ordinary circiimstanees it would not be n»‘ce.'sary to 
recruit non-Indians for most of their Departments and Sections ? 

(i) If so, will Government be pleased to state why that policy has 
been departed from in the ease of the ajipointmcnt.s referred to in parts 
(rt), (e) and (/) above • , 
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The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : {a) Yvh. 

(b) Mr. Jlogan had 15 years’ Bailway experience. He had passed 
the Guard’s and Assistant Station Master’s examination and the Junior 
and Senior j4udit Examinations. He had also passed as Section Con¬ 
troller at the A. S. M. Training School. While on ten montlis’ leave 
out of India in 1933-34 lie passed in “ Bailway Economics ” at Cardiff 
Tecliuieal Collojure, was attached to the G. W. llailway at Cardiff for five 
moutlis and studied Goods and Docks working, Yard working, Train 
control, (jt)ods Depot work, Claims and Rates and Parcels work. He was 
appointed as Yard Master in the Traffic Department of the Calcutta 
Port ('oninii.s.sioners on a pay of Rs. 440 per mensem in the scale of 
Rs. 300--20—600. 

(c) Y(s. His services could not have been secured on the minimum 

pay. 

(<1) Xo. About this time there was a sudden and unexpected increase 
of woj’K in file Transportation Section, an increase which coincided with 
the death of one and tlie retirement of two experienced officers. In conse- 
queneo the Port Commissioners required an experienced Railway man at 
shoi't notice and applied to the Railways. Mr. Hogan was slriongly recom¬ 
mended by tlie East Indian Railway authorities. 

(<■) Yes. The post was advertised. No probationer was found 
qualiiled for the post. 

(/) Yes, on a tenifiorary basis, because there was a rush of work and 
expei’jciicod traffic officers were required. 

(g) A copy of the correspondence is laid on the table of the House. 

(h) Yes, 

(i) The. position has been explained in reply to parts {a), (d), (e) 

and (f) of this question. I would, however, add that Mr. Crawford is a 
statutory Indian. 


Madras, Marine {Finance) Department, 

4 *1 o ^ , i^<^fnbay. Political ~D^^melu, 

Letter io the Secretary to the Government of ^ - ./--r- 


Genyal, Marine Department, 


Burma, Hevenue Department, 

and the Chief Commissioner, Aden, No. 204-P. cf L.\S2, dated the 19ih April, 
J9SS. ‘ 


I am directed to address you on the subject of the Indianization of Port Trust 
Services. 

the Local Cxoverniiiciit 

2. As --doubt) aware Sir (then Mr.) P. C. 

Sethna, in January, 1922, moved a Resolution to the following effect in the Council 
of Stato : 

“ This (-ouncil recommends to the Governor General in Council that steps 
be taken to increase the number of Indians in tho higher grades in the 
services of the Port Trusts, and to lay down a definite policy in regard 
to the same for the future.'’ 

The Government of India in accepting the Resolution made it clear that in their 
view the most practical way in which Govt'rnmeiit could give effect to it would be the 
amendment of the Port Acts so as to strengthen Indian representation on the Port 
Trust Boards. Accordingly, the Port Acts of all major ports except Aden were 
amended with this end*in view. 

L1S7LVI) ..2 
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3. tSince the acceptance of the above Kesolution by the Government of ludia^ 
the question of the appointment of Indians in substantial numbers to the higher 
grades of the Port Trust Services has received considerable attention both in and 
outside the Itegislature. Cjuestions have been asked on numerous occasions in the 
Central Legislature as to the action taken by Government and the Port Trusts on 
the Kesolution and as to the progress achieved in the direction of Tndianizatiou in 
the diiferent branches of the Port Trust Services. Frequently also, more especially 
in recent years, representations have been made by Indian commercial bodies and 
others expressing dissatisfaction with the slow rate of Jndiauization or alleging specific 
instances in which appointments have been filled without due regard to the possibility 
of employing eligible Indians. In September, 1932, the Honourable Sir P. C. Sethna 
again moved a Kesolution on the subject in the Council of State in the following 
terms : 


“ This Council recommends to the Governor General in Council to adopt 
effective measures to secure a substantial improvement in the matter 
of Indianizing the services of the Port Trusts to an appreciable 
extent.'' 

This Kesolution, as will be seen from the Council of State Debates, Volume II—No. 4, 
pages 169—186, was accepted by the Government of India on the understanding that 
it did not commit Government to further amendment of the constitutions of Port 

Trusts. 


4. Tho Government of India note with satisfaction that Port Trusts are generally 
in sympathy with the principle of Judinnization and recognize the importance of 
adopting measures to secure a wider employment of Indians in their Superior 
Services. The stage has, however, now been reached at which it is desirable that 
concrete proposals or programme should be formulated for carrying through an 
effective policy of liidianization. Under the various Port Acts, except in the case 
of certain high posts, the statutory power to make appointments to their Superior 
Services is vested in the Port Trusts, and tho power to implement a policy of 
J ndianization of these Services lies therefore mainly with the Port Trusts themselves. 
They are, moreover, in the best position to judge, having regard to the special condi¬ 
tions of each port, what steps should be taken to hasten tho pace of Indianization, 
and also to indicate tho practical limitations or difliculties, if any, which oppose 
themselves to the recruitment of Indians in particular Departments. The Govern 
nient of India, therefore, consider that the onus of formulating detailed schemes for 
carrying out the purpose of the Uesolution lies primarily on the Port Trusts them¬ 
selves, I am accordingly to request that the Kesolution n'lay be brought to the notice 
Madras, Port Trust 
Honibav and Karachi Port Trusts 

of the C alcut ta rort ComniiS^Tonora ” ami flic (Jovornment of India informed 
Kangoon li^ort Commissioners 

Xdeirport~Tfust 


in detail, as soon as possible, of the specific measures which the Port 


Trust (s) 
Commissioners'" 


propose to take to give effect to the Resolution. The Government of India would be 
glad if the Local Government would at the same time favour them with their views 

Trust Cs) 

as to tho adequacy of any proposals made by the Port together with 

suggestions as to any further action which may usefully be taken for the attainment 
Of the object in view. 


• 

5. A number of the superior posts under tho Port Trusts require mercantile 
marine qualifications, and one of the factors which have militated against the appoint¬ 
ment of Indians to these posts has heen the dearth of Indian candidates possessing 
the requisite qualifications. The position, however, will be rectified when passed 
cadets of the Indian Mercantile Marine Training Ship ** Dufferin have obtained 
their certificates of competency and have acquired tho necessary experience. It is in 
the highest degree desirable that the local material which will thus become available 
should be utilized to the fullest extent possible in filling appointments for which tho 
possession of mercantile marine qualifications is considered essential. The Govern¬ 
ment of India have accordingly already embodied in the recruitment rules of the 
Bengal Pilot Service provision to the effect that preference shall be given to candidates 
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who have passed through the “ Dufferin ”, I am to enquire whether the 
Madras Port Trust 

Bombay and Karachi Port Trusts would be prepared, in filling such posts under 
Port Commissioners 
Aden Port Trust 

them, to give a similaT preference to ex-** Dufferin ** cadets possessing the requisite 
qualifications. 

6. The Government of India are frequently called upon to answer questions ift 
the Legislature regarding the progress of Indianiz.'ition in the Port Trust Services 
and are obliged on practically all such occasions to call for the requisite information 
from the Local Governments. In order to obviate, as far as possible, the labour and 
inconvenience involved in the compilation of the relevant data at frequent intervals, 
1 am to request that the Government of India may be furnished in January each year 
with : 

(a) a report on the progress of Indianization of tho Superior Services under 

Madras Port Trust __ 

Bombay and Karatdii Port Trusts 1^^ 
the control of the TiJTu-iitta Port Commissioners during the preced- 

Kangoon Port Commissioners 
Aden Porf l^st 

ing twelve months, in which the circumstances attending the various 
appointments made iii the course of the year should be fairly fully 
explained, and 

(h) a stateiuent in the attached form showing the superior staff of the various 
branches of their Services as on the 31st December of the previous 
year. 

I am also to say that the Government of India consider it desirable that they 
should remain in close touch with current developments in regard to the process of 
Indianization and would therefore bo glad if they could be kept fully and constantly 
supplied with all relevant information on the subject which is likely to be of interest 
to them. 


Name. 

Nationality and Religion*. 
Designation. 

Scale of pay. 

Present pay. 

Total Service. 

Remarks. 


Copy of letter No, g646-Mne,, dated the ISth Deoember, 19SS, from the Government 
of Bengal, Commerce and Marine Departments, to the Government of IndiOf 
Department of Commerce, New Delhi, 

Subject :—Indianization of Port Trust Services, 

I am directed to refer to Mr. Raisman’s letter No. 204-P. & L.|32, dated the 
19th April, 1933, on the above subject, and to say that, as requested by the Govern¬ 
ment of India, the Resolution of Honourable Sir P. C. Sethna was brought to the 
notice of the Port Commissioners, Calcutta. A copy of the reply of the Chairman 
in his letter No. 58402, dated the 11th September, 1933, is enclosed for the informa¬ 
tion of the Government of India. 

2. The Chairman states that the policy of the Calcutta Port Commissioners is 
that if there is any person already in their service fully qualified and in every way 
suitable for the vacant post, that person will be promoted, and the appointment made 
regardless of race. If there is no suitable person in their service, and in consequence 
the vacancy has to be filled from outside, full opportunities will be given to Indians 
to apply for the vacancy, and when an Indian with the necessary qualification is 
available and candidates of other nationalities are not better fitted for the post, the 


*I,e,, whether European, Anglo-Indian or Indian. 
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Indian candidates will be appointed. The Chairman states that this polio/ has been 
unanimously accepted by the Commissioners, and, as the Government of India are 
aware, three of the Commissioners are elected by the Bengal National Chamber of 
Commerce, one by the Indian Chamber of Commerce, and one by the Corporation of 
Calcutta. 

3. The Chairman also states that the Commissioners have taken action to ensure 
that, as far as possible, Indians will be appointed to their' service suitable for promo¬ 
tion to higher appointments. In the Traffic Department, probationers have been 
appointed for special training as officers ; in the Accounts Department, qualified 
accountants have been appointed as Inspectors of Accounts, so that it should no 
longer bo necessary for the Commissioners to recruit from outside for the senior 
appointments in the Accounts Department. Indian assistants have also been appointed 
in the Engineering Department. 

4. From further enquiries it has been ascertained that the system of appointing 
probationers in the Traffic Department for special training as officers was started 
in 1922. Two men wore then appointed and both are now officiating as Deputy Dock 
Superintendents, each drawing Ba. 1,000 per mensem. Another probationer was 
appointed in 1924, but, as he was found unsuitable for the service, his services were 
terminated in 1927. Another was appointed in his place, but he also proved unsuit¬ 
able and was transferred to a post of Head Shed Clerk. In 1928 three probationers 
were appointed. One was transferred to the Secretary’s Department, and he is now 
an Assistant Secretary ; one is now officiating as Superintendent, Kantapukur, on a 
salary of Its. 600 per mensem while the third proved unsuitable and his services were 
terminated in 1932. Six more probationers were appointed towards the end of 1929, 
and they arc still in the Commissi oners’ sorviee. 

5. As regards the Accounts Dep.nrtmeut, the appointment of iiualificd accoiiiitaiils 
as Inspectors of Accoiinls was started only in 1931. Three qualified Indians were 
appointc'd in 1931 (of these one was a promoted clerk), and two more were appointed 
from ()utsid<* in 1032, while some men already in the service have also qualified as 
ao^ountauts. In this connection J am to refer to the eorrespoiulence ending with the 
Local Government’s letter No. 402-Mnc., diited the Jlth February, 1933, from which 
it will bo see.n that, with the exception of the present Chief Accountant and Deputy 
Chief Accountant, all the present accounts staff of the Commissioners arc statutory 
natives of India, that the Commissioners have acccpteii the position that as regards 
future recruits to their Accounts Department enrolment on the Register of Accountants 
will be regarded as a sufficient (jualification, and that owing to the arrangements 
made for the roc mi tin out of qualified officers to junior posts in the Accounts Depart¬ 
ment it should ordinarily be unne<*.essary to recruit from luitside to the posts of Chief 
and Deputy Chief Accountant. Since then the Commissioners as the result of a 
reference made to them by the Local Government in connection with the letter of 
the Government of India, Department of Cominoreo, No. 28 (1)-T. & B. (11.A.), dated 
the 1st September, have revised their further decision that in future all appoint¬ 
ments from outside to posts of Audit Tiispcetor or senior posts will be restricted 
to persons enrolled on the Register of Accountants (vide the Port Commissioners’ 
letter No. 05840, dated the 31st January, 1933, a copy of which was forwarded to the 
Government of India with the letter quoted earlier in this paragraph from the Local Gov¬ 
ernment). The reason for this change in view, which the Local Government regard as 
reasonable, is contained in the enclosed letter of the Cluiirman, No. 66112, dated the 
23rd October, 1933. 

6. With regard to the engineering side of the Port Commissioner’s work, it has 
been ascertained that there are now five Indian Assistant Engineers in the Com¬ 
missioners’ service, one of whom is now officiating as an Assistant Executive 
Engineer. Two of these engineers however arc promoted subordinates, and are said 
to be not fully qualified for further promotion. 

7. With regard to paragraph 5 of Mr. Raisman’s letter, it will be seen that the 
Commissioners will be prepared to give preference to ex-** Dufferin ” cadets possess¬ 
ing Master Mariner’s certificates when such candidates are available. The Commis¬ 
sioners, however, expect candidates to have served afloat at least as second ofllcers 
and prefer them to have served as Chief officers. Apart from posts which must 
be tilled by Master Mariners, it is said that there are several posts requiring sea 
experience, which have in the past been necessarily filled by Europeans, buf which 
the Commissioners intend to fill with ex-** Dufferin ” cadets with second mates 
certificates when they arc available. Such posts are second officers in the Commis¬ 
sioners’ Dredger and Despatch vessel service and it is the Commissioners’ intention 
to appoint ex-** Dufferin ” cadets possessing second mates certificates to these posts 
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with a view to training them as Berthing Masters. It is stated also that in the 
Kivcr Survey the recruitment of Europeans has ceased, and that three out of the 
last four appointments have been made direct from the Dufferin This method of 
recruitment the Commissioners intend te follow in future. 

8. The Chairman states that the recruitment of some Europeans will still be 
necessary in the Chief Mechanical Engineer’s Department owing to the dearth of 
qualified Indian mechanical engineers with the necessary practical experience, especially 
of ship repair work. Marine Engineers with Board, of TVade Certificates are aho 
required, and it is stated that there are few Indians available with this qualification. 
It is also stated that there arc no Indian shipwrights. Whenever Indians with the 
necessary cpialificatious are available however they are bein^ appointed and it is 
stated that tlie electrical section is already under an Indian Electrical Engineer. 

9. 1 am to say that the Local Government have nothing to add to the letter 

of the Chairman with respect to the policy !*v th#* (*oinmissioners. The 

Chairman states that the Commissioners have taken such action as is within their 
power to ludianize their services. He goes on to say that the r.ate of Indianization 
must depend upon the retirement of the European ollieers now in their service. The 
Local Government are of the opinion that as the Commissioners have accepted 
generally the principle that where properly qualified Indians are available, they will 
receive preference, no further action can be taken by Government towards Indianiza- 
tion. In particular, the Local Government inviti> the attention of the Government 
of India to the fact that tho Commissioners Jire nnaniniously opj)osed to any sugges¬ 
tion that Europeans should be compulsority retired to make way for Indians. With 
this sentiment the Local Government are in entire agreement, and they trust that 
any such idea would be strongly opposed by the Government of India. 

10. I am to add that the information requested in pgiragraph 0 of Mr. Baismaii's 
letter as amended by Mr. 8tnart-Smith’s letter No. 233‘P. & L. (4r)|33, dated tho 23rd 
September, 1933, will bo forwarded regularly to the Governmont of India. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

i'our most obedient servant, 

(Sd.) 

Joint Seoretary to the Ooverninent of Bengal. 


Copy of a letter No, 584019, dated the Itth September, 1933, from the Chairman of the 

CommiJisi-oners for the Port of Calcutta, to the Secretary to the Government of 

Bengal, Marine. Department. 

I have the honour to refer to your letter No. 60-T. Marine, dated the Ist May, 
1933, forwarding a copy of letter from the Government of India, Department of 
Commerce, No. 204-P. & L.|32, dated the 19th April, 1933, on the subject of the 
Indianization of Port Trust services. 

2. The policy of the Calcutta Port Commissioners in the matter of filling appoint¬ 
ments is as follows. If there is any person already in their service fully qualified 
and in every way suitable for a vacant pbst, he will be promoted and the appointment 
will be made regardless of race. If there is no suitable person in their service and in 
consequence the vacancy lias to be filled from outside, full opportunities will be given 
to Indians to apply and when an Indian with the necessary qualifications is available 
and candidates of other nationalities are not better fitted for the post, the Indian 
candidates will be appointed. This policy was unanimously accepted by the Oommis 
sioners. 

3. The Commissioners have taken action to ensure as far as possible that there 
will be Indians in the service suitable for promotion to higher appointments. In 
the Traffic Department probationers have been appointed for special training as 
officers ; in the Accounts Department, qualified accountants have been appoint^ as 
Inspectors of Accounts so that it should no longer be necessary for the Commissioners 
to reernit from outside for the senior posts in this Department ; and Indian assistants 
have been appointed in the Engineering Department. 

4. As a result of the action taken, it will not be necessary in ordinary eircum- 
stanees tO' recruit Eurc^eans for any post in the Ttust, other than posts in the Deputy 
Conservator’s and Chief Mechanical Engineer’s departments. I say in ordinary 
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circamatimees b^caute it is always possible that the necessity for an outside appoint* 
iiient may arise, and there may not be a suitable Indian candhtate available. 

5. The recruitment of Europeans will still be necessary for the Deputy Con¬ 

servator *8 department because the incumbents of many posts must be holders of 
Master Mariner’s certificates, and Indians with this qualification are not now avail¬ 
able. They will be available in the future, and the Government of India ask whether 
the Commissioners will then be prexiared to give them preference. The rex)ly is in 
the affirmative, but it must be remembered that the mere possession of a Master 
Mariner’s certificate is not sufficient as the Commissioners expect candidates to have 
served afloat at least as second officers and prefer them to have served as Chief 
Officers. Apart from posts which must bo filled by Master Mariners, there are 
several posts requiring sea experience, which have in "the past necessarily been filled 
by Europeans. Dufferin ” cadets w'ith Second Mates certificates will shortly 

be available and it is intended to apiioint them w’hen vacancies occur as second officers 
in the Commissioners* Dredger and l)esf)atch vessel service with a view to training 
them as Berthing Masters. In another important section of the Deputy Conservator’s 
Department, viz,, the Biver Survey, men can be recruited young and receive the neces¬ 
sary training in the service. The recruitment of Europeans for this section has 
ceased, the three out of the last four appointments made have been direct from the 

Dufferin This method of recruitment will be followed in future. 

6. The recruitment of some Europeans will still be necessary in the Chief 
Mccluinical Engineer’s Department owing to the dearth of qualified Indian Mechanical 
Engineers with the necessary practical experience, especially of ship repjiir work 
whicli is such an important part of the work of this department. Also, Marine 
En^neers with B. O. T. certificates are necessary and there are at present few Indians 
available with this qualification, and there are no Indian shipwrights. Whenever 
Indians with the necessary qualifications arc available, they are being appointed and 
the electrical section is already under an Indian Electrical Engineer. 

7. The Commissioners have taken such action as is within their power to Indianise 
their services, but the rate of Indianization must depend upon the rate of retirement 
of the European officers now in their service. It has never been suggested that 
Europeans should be compulsorily retired to make way for Indians, and the Commis¬ 
sioners would be unanimously opposed to any such action. The rate of Indianization 
has also been adversely effected by the abolition of posts on account of trade depres¬ 
sion. 

8. The Commissioners will in future forward to you annually the report and 
statement referred to in paragraph 6 of the letter from the Government of India. 


THE COMMISSIONERS FOR THE PORT OF CALCUTTA. 

The gSril October, 19SS, 

No. 66112. 

From 

T. H. ELDEBTON, Esq., 

Chairman, 

To 

The secretary to the GOVERNMENT or BENGAL, 

MARINE DEPARTMENT. 

Sir, 

1 have the honour to refer to your letter No. 422-T.|Mne., dated the 9th October, 
1933, forw\Mrding copy of a letter from the Government of India, Department of 
Commerce, No. 28 (i)-T. &) E. (R.A.), dated the Ist September, 1933, regarding 
Auditor’s Certificates Rules, 1932. 

The Government of India in the last paragraph of their letter ask the Local 
Government to consider the desirability of prescribing enrolment on the Register of 
Accountants as the qualification reqnired of candidates for various posts requiring 
knowledge of accountancy. The Port Commissioners would not be prepared to insist 
upon this qualification in tho case of their service, for the following reasons : 

(a) No person will be eligible for enrolment on the Register under Rule 6 (a) 
unless he has completed a certain period of service under, articles. This 
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would exclude from enrolment all persona who have received their early 
practical training in the Commissioners^ service. 

(h) There would appear to be no justification for insisting upon a person 
qualified for enrolment under rule 6 to incur the cost of enrolment when 
he had no desire to act as a public accountant and would not be per¬ 
mitted by the Commissioners to do so. 

At present men who are obtaining their practical experience in the Commissioners' 
service can acquire by private study the theoretical knowledge which is necessary for 
promotion to the highest posts, and they can prove the possession of this knowledge 
by passing the examination qualifying for tho Gov'eriiment Diploma of Accountancy 
or the examinations held by bodies such as the London Association of Accountants. 
The Commissioners would certainly not be prepared to adopt any course which would 
unnecessarily exclude from promotion men who have all the theoretical knowledge 
required for enrolment on the. llegistcr and also have long experience of the practical 
side of their duties in tho Commissioners' service. 

J take this opportunity to correct tho statement made in the penultimate para- 
grai>li of this office letter No. 5840, dated the 31st January, 1933. Although anyone 
enrolled on the Register of Accountants will be deemed sufficiently qualified for any 
post in the Commissioners' Accounts Department, future appointment from outside to 
posts of Audit Inspector or senior posts cannot be restricted to such persons. 
Theoretical qualifications such as the qualification G. D. A. will certainly be insisted 
upon but to prescribe the further condition of enrolment on the Register of Accountants 
might only render it impossible to appoint the most suitable candidate. 

I have, etc., 

(8d.) T. H. ELDERTON, 

Ohatf^aan. 


Mr. Basanta Kumar Das : How long will these men be retained ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I can discover 
that if the Honourable Member is anxious to know. 

Mr. Basanta Knmar Das : How long after their retirement they were 
taken in 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafimllah Khan : I have no informa¬ 
tion on the point, but I can discover that if the Honourable Member 
wants. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With reference to the answer to part (A), may 
I know if this policy is being enforced now t Are they recruiting only 
Indians now ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad IZafrullah Khan : No, if you mean 
only Indians. If you mean progressive recruitment of Indians, yes. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What proportion of Indians and non-Indians is 
recruited ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : T cannot state the 
exact pvopoilion of reci’uitment of Indians, but I may say that every 
year the recruitment of Indians has been on an increasing scale. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is the exact proportion I 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I can give that. 
In 1927, there were 64 Indians, including Anglo-Indians and 235 Euro¬ 
peans. The percentage of Indians, including Anglo-Indians, was 21 
per cent. In 1932, Indians including Anglo-Indians were 147, and 
Europeans 293. The percentage of Indians including Anglo-Indians was 
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33. lu J935, there are 204 Indians including Anglo-Indians and Euro¬ 
peans 295. The percentage of Indians including Anglo-Indians is 40. 
In 1927, Indians, excluding Anglo-Indians, were 14 and the percentage 
was 4.6. Jn 1935, Indians, excluding Anglo-Indians, are 88, percentage 
17.6. 


Rbobuitmbnt op Indians in the Calcutta Port Trust. 

157. ’’‘llllr. Basanta Kumar Das : (a) Is it not a fact that in the 
latest Administration Report of the Bombay Port Trust it has been main¬ 
tained that during the last ten years, the authorities at Bombay while 
lllling up vacancies did not appoint any European, if Indian candidates 
with the requisite qualifications were available t 

(&) What steps do Government propose to take in order that the 
legitimate aspirations of qualified Indians may not be ueglccled by the 
Calcutta Port Trust authorities ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; (a) It is presumed 
that the Honourable Member refers to the following statement in the 
Administration Report of the Bombay Port Trust for 1933-34 : 

“ ' * * jw JKJuropojni has been rei'ruitod to any post in the Trust parrying 

a saJary of Ks. 500 and over during the past ten years, except in the 
case of certain speeiahsod appointments in the Port and Kngincering 
J)cpartment.« reeprring technical qualifications not vet possessed by 
Indians, such as J)redgiug Masters and Kugincers with Board of Trade 
certificates or Master Mariners with Foreign-going certificates/' 

(b) Gc)\*ernment have no reason to suppose that the legitimate 
aspirations of qualified Indians are being neglected by the Calcutta Port 
Trust authorities. 

Appointment of Non-Indtans as Probationary Assistant River 
Surveyors in the Calcuita Port Trust. 

158. *Mr, Basanta Kumar Das : (a) Will Ooverniuout be pleased 
lo state \vhet\u'r it i.s a fact that in the month of June, 1934, two non- 
Indians, as distinct from persons of pure Indian parentage, were appointed 
as probationary Assistant River Surveyors by the Calcutta Port Trust 
authorities *? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, were those uon- 
Inilians appointed due to Indians with similar qualifications not being 
available or not offering as candidates for appointment t 

(c) What an* the (jualifieations of the persons appointed, and what 
is the scale of salary for an Assistant River Surveyor during the pro¬ 
bationary period and on confirmation 1 

(d) Were the ]) 0 sts, before being filled up, properly advertised ? 
If not, what was the reason for the Calcutta Port Trust authorities for 
not ])roviding adequate opportunities to Indians who might have other¬ 
wise offered themselves as candidates for appointments, and how did the 
authorities determine that the persons appointed were with their qualifi¬ 
cations the best available for the posts ! 

(e) Is it not a fact that the persons appointed never served as cadets 

in the Mercantile Marine Training Ship Dufferin t • , : 
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(/) Was it not decided by the Calcutta Port Trust authorities that 
Kiver Survey section of the Deputy Conservator's Department could be 
Indianlsed without difficulty by taking in cadets from the Mercantile 
Marine Training Ship DiCfferin, as being eminently suitable for the 
purpose f 

If the answer to parts (e) and (/) be in the affirmative, what 
is the reason for prescribing one set of qu^ifications for non-IndiaiH and 
another for Indians f 


The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) Two .^glo< 
Indians who are Statutory Indians were appointed as probationary 
Assistant River Surveyors on the 1st June, 1934. 

(ft) The names of three Indian candidates were received from the 
Prinoi])rtl, Bengal Engineering College, but the candidates were found 
to be over-age. 

(c) The qualifications required of probationary' Assistant River 
Surveyors are given in the statement laid on the tabic. The probationers 
appointed po.sses.sed the^se qualifications. 

The salary during the probationary period of three years is Rs. 75, 
Rs. and Rs. 115 per nieiisem, respectively. The pay on confirmation 
is Rs. 200 in the scale of Rs. 75~-20—95—115—200—256>- :]10—3()--400— 
450—50—1,200 per mensem. 

(d) The posts have not been advertised in the past. The names of 
three Induni candidates were received through the Principal of the Bengal 
Engineering College. I believe it is intended to advertise these posts in 
the future. The two [irobationers appointed were considered suitable. 

{«) Yes. 


(/) The following is an extract from a letter of the Chairman of the 

to the Secretarj' to the Government of Bengal, dated 
the 11th September, 1933 : 


" Jn another important section of the Deputy Connervatot-a Depaitment vh the 

Kiver SuTvtjy, men can be recruited young and receive the necess^irv fr*iinin«v in 
service. The recruitment of Kuropeau^ for^his sectrhas cea^ S £ 

last four appointments made have been direct from the * Dufferin * Thia mpfhn/i 
recruitment will be followed in future.. This method of 


(ff) The qualifications required are the same for all 
and non-Indians. 


candidates, Indians 


rntement of prohati^ry Bitar Surveyor, 

tn the service of the Calcutta Port Commissioners, 

(1) The candidate should be less than 18 years of age 

to ^ ^ examined by the CommissioneTs' Medical Olftwr prior 

head^tf his'l^geiTO*."*”** a certificate of conduct and eharacter from the 



490 


UEGIStATIVB ASSEMBLY. 


[6th Sep. 1936. 


Indians, Anglo-Indians and Europeans serving in Port T^ust in India. 

l.il). 'Mr. Bassnta Kumar Das : With refoi-un.se to the answers to 
starred questions Nos. 537 and 308 (6) and (c), asked in tins I on 
the 29th February. 1932, and 31st August. 1933, respectively, will tioveru- 
ment bo pleased to state separately the number of the Indian, Furopcau, ana 
Anglo-Indian officers serving up to date in the higher and more remune- 
rative posjts in all the Port Trusts f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; A stateinciit 
giving the required information is laid on the table. 


Stfitvinent ffhowiftg the number of Superior Officers in the r trioti't Port Tru<tfs h tldin j appoint - 
meuts cnrrifing a nuiximnm salary of 100 and over a<i on the ‘itst .WtirrA, t9‘i1 {in the 
case of Aden upto the. 31st December.. 1934)» 


Tort Truf»t. 

Indian. 

! European. 

Anglo- 

Indian. 

1 

! 

! Mauritius. 

I, .. . 

Chiiic.so. 

Armcriaii. 

1. Madras .. 

6 

! 

12 



,, 

.. 

2. Calcutta 

25 

114 

85 



. - 

3. Bombay 

32 

74 

11 

1 


• - 

i. Karachi 

10 

18 

2 

.. 



5. Chittagong 

• • 

8 


i 

• • 


6. Rangoon 

12 

59 

20 


2 

1 

7. Aden 

1 

10 




•• 

Totals 

86 

1 

295 ! 

1 

118 

1 

2 

1 


Indianisation of Services in Port Trusts in India. 

160. *Mr. Basanta Kumar Das : What measures do Government 
jiropose to adopt in order to ensure the speeding up of the Indianisation 
of the services in all the Port Trusts in India t 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The desirability 
of Tndianising the superior services under them has been brought to the 
notice of the Port Trusts and the Government of India have been in¬ 
formed that the Port Trusts have generally taken and will continue 
to take such action a.s lies within their power to accelerate the process 
of Indianisation. 

Mr. Basanta Kumar Das : Has any time limit been fixed within 
which Indianisation of the services in the Port Trusts is to be completed ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : No, Sir. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : When was this communication sent to the Port 
Trusts by Government f 
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Tli« Honouvabto Sir Mahammad Zafmllah Kliaa : The correspondence 
] liHvc laid on the table supplies all the information. 1 think it was on 
the 19th April, 1933. 

Mt. S. Batjramnrti : Since then, how many Indians have been 
appointed to the superior services of the Port Trusts 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafmllah Khan : I shall require 
notice of that question. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May 1 know if there are any Indian^, as 
Cliuirnien of Port Trusts t 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafmllah Khan : Notice of this 
question has already been received and it will be replied to when it is 
reached. 

Report on the Co-operative Movement in India submitted by 

Mr. M. L. Darmnu. 

161. '''Mr. Basanta Kumar Das : (a) Is it a fnct that Mi*. M. Jj. 
Darliup, I.C.S., Special OfScer in the Finance Department of the Oovern- 
inert of India, has submitted to Govcnmient a report on the Co-operative 
movement in India ? 

(b) If .so. will Government be pleased to lay on the table of the House 
a copy of the .said report and to state what action they propose to take 
on the .said report T 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : (a) and (6i. Mr. Darling was 
primarily appointed to advise on the con^itution of the Agricultural 
Ch’cdit Department of the Reserve Bank and the methods by which this 
Department could best assist agricultural credit including the co¬ 
operative movement. To his main report Mr. Darling has added a 
report on the eo-operative movement in India as a whole and notes on 
the inoA'ement in the various provinces. The reports are primarily 
intended for the consideration of the Board of the Reserve Bank to 
whom they have been forwarded, and Government are not in a position 
to make any statement regarding their publication until they have 
received the views of the Board. 

Prof. N. G. Banga : Have Government reviewed those reports f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : As I say, it is primarily for the 
Board of the Reserve Bank to review them. Tho duty of considering 
the question of agricultural credit has been placed upon them by 
Statute. 

Prof. N. G. Banga ; Has it been reviewed by the Board of Directors 
of the Reserve Bank ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg ; It is under consideration. 
Whether they have completed their review I cannot say. 

Mr. M. Anonthasayanam ^^ryangar : When was the report sent to 
the Reserve Bank ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I do not know exactly, but some 
months ago. 

Mr. M. Ananthaaayanam Ayyangar : What have the Reserve Bank 
done till now ? 
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The Honourable Sir James Origg : 1 have just answered that question. 
The Report is under their consideration, but I cannot say whether they" 
have coifij)]eted their consideration of it or not. 

Mr. Basanta Kumar Das : Did Mr. Darling investigate into the 
working of the department in all the various provinces ? 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : 1 cannot say o£E-hand about 
every proviJiee. but he certainly did it in most of them. 

Schemes Ruraj. Development received from the Provincial 

Governments. 

162. '‘‘Mr. Basanta Kumar Das : (a) Will Government be pleased 
10 lay on the table the schemes for rural ui)lift recfeived from the Pro- 
viiieial Governments ? 

(?)') Will Government he pleased to state how the one erorc of ru[»ees, 
gi'anted for the rural uplift, has been allotted to the different provinces ? 

(c.) Have Government made an estimate of the sum that mmU he 
recjiiired for thorough rural uplift Avork to be carried on Avith a prograrcime 
iiP(Jving continuous Avoek for the next few years ? 

(d) Do Government pro])ose to jiuliide in the ])rogramme of A/ork for 
rural uplift fJie AA’ork of reviving A'illage industries ? If so, are Goverii- 
inerit prepared to eoii^ider the desirability of co-ordinating the Govern¬ 
ment scheme Avith that of ilio Congress seheme that may be formulated 
under the auspice.s of the Village Industries Association '/ 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : (a) and (6). A statement 
slioAving the distribution of the grant and the schemes recommoiided by 
tlie Local Governments and apy)rovecl l>y the Government of India is 
laid on the table. 

(c) It would be impossible to form such an estimate. 

(d) Ah Ihe Honourable Member Avill see from the statement, some 
of the Provinces y)ropose to devote part of their grants to the improvement 
of village industries. The Government of India have not required Local 
Governments to co-ordinate their schemes with schemes formulated under 
the auspices of the Congress Village Industries Association. 

Perhaps I may say that I think there is now available a full supply 
of this statement for the use of Honourable Members. 


The Govermnent of India Grant for Rural Development in 1935-36. 

In the budget speech for 1935-36 it was announced that the Government 
of India proposed to make a grant of Rs. 1 crore for distribution to the Pro¬ 
vinces to be spent on schemes for the economic development and improvement 
of rural areas. It was indicated that 10 or 15 lakhs of this sum would bo 
earmarked for the purpose of assisting the co-operative movement and that 
the remainder would be allocated among the Provinces on the bas»s of rural 
population. The money was to be spent on schemes approved by the 
Government of India which would improve the economic position of the 
people in rural areas. The term ‘ economic position ’ was intended in its broad¬ 
est sense, i.e., it was meant to cover measures designed to improve the actual 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


493 


money incomes of the people as well as those designed to improve their health 
and education. The schemes were of course to be additional schemes, i.c., 
over and above the ordinary activities of the Provincial Governments. 

A demand was laid before the Legislative Assembly for the transfer of 
one crore from the 1934-36^ surplus to a special fund to be devoted to the 
economic development of rural areas. At a later stage it was proposed to 
transfer to the fund the unallocated balance of that sur})lus, then estimated 
to amount to 13 lakhs, in order to provide scope for varying the allotments 
payable on the rural population basis where it seemed desirable to do so, 
particularly in the case of some of the economically l)ackward Provinces. 

In the first place, 15 lakhs have been set aside for developing the co¬ 
operative movement. Even before the decision to make ii grant of Rs. 1 crore 
was taken, the Government of India had placed Mr. M. L. Darling, formerly 
Kegistrar of Co-operative Societies, Punjab, and an acknowledged authority on 
the subject, on special duty to enquire into the state of the co-operative move¬ 
ment in each Province with a view to assisting the Reserve Bank in 
developing its proposals for the creation of its agrhmltural credit depart¬ 
ment. As the result of Ids eiujuiries Mr. Darling was impressid with 
the neglect from which, in certain of the Provinces at any rate, education in the 
principles and practice of the movement of official as well as non-official workers 
engaged in it had suffered. He was strongly of opinion that unless this neglect 
w'cre promptly remedied, there would be no real revival of co-operation. The 
Government of India recognise how wide is the scope for co-operative principles 
in rural reconstruction. They, therefore, agreed with Mr. Darling’s view that their 
proposed contribution for developing the co-operative movement should be 
devoted to giving effect to the educational schemes which he had worked out in 
consultation with the Provincial Registrars of Co-operative Societies. Local 
Governments have been informed of this and the Government of India now 
await their final views on Mr. Darling’s proposals. On receipt of these the 
sum of Rs. 15 lakhs will be distributed. 

Next 85 laklis were allocated on the basis of rural population as follows :_ 


Madras .. 




lls. 

Lakhs. 

14 

Bombay .. 




6 

Bengal .. 




.. 16 

United Provinces .. 




.. 16 

Punjab .. 




7-5 

Burma 




5 

Bihar and Orissa .. 




.. 12-5 

Central Provinces .. 




6 

North-West Frontier Province 




1 

Assam 

,, 

,, 


3 


Then from the supplementary amount available, I lakh was set aside for 
each of Coorg, Delhi and Ajmer-Merwara, while an additional 2 lakhs each 
were assigned to Assam and the North-West Frontier Province. These two 
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Provinces are sparsely populated and economically backward and clearly 
offer the most abundant opportunities for development. The needs of Assam and 
its case for special treatment have been recognised on all hands in recent years. 

Finally the Government of India considered that the distribution on the 
basis of rural population somewhat under-estimated the needs and claims of 
Bombay and the Punjab and an additional lakh was given to each of these 
Provinces. 

Thus, in the end, 92^ lakhs have been allotted, as shown in the following 
table, and lakhs have been kept in reserve :— 


Madras .. 



Rs. 

Lakbs. 
.. 14 

Bombay .. 



.. < 

Bengal 



.. 16 

United Provinces .. 



.. 16 

Punjab 



.. 8*6 

Burma 



.. 6 

Bibar and Orissa .. 



.. 12*5 

Central Provinces .. 



.. 6 

North West Frontier Province 



.. 3 

Assam 


• • .. 

•. 0 

Delhi 



.. 0*5 

Ajmer-Merwara 


.. .. 

.. 0*5 

Cooig 


.. 

.. 0-6 



Total 

.. 92-6 


Immediately the demand was passed by the Legislative Assembly, Local 
Governments were asked to submit schemes to an amount somewhat in excess 
of their allotment in order to allow for the possibility of some of their proposals 
not finding favour with the Govermnent of India. The scope for initiative and 
experiment in rural reconstruction is of course vast. But the Government ot 
India decided to give a lead to Local Governments by indicating certain categories 
which in their view covered the most pressing needs of village life and offered 
the most practical benefit. These categories are as follows:— 

1. Sanitary measures, e.gr.— 

(i) Anti-malarial schemes, 

(ii) Village water-supply including well-boring, 

(m) Village sanitation including drainage. 

2. Consolidation of holdings, 

3. Village roads, 

4. Discretionary grants to District Qfiicers to enable them to promote or 

assist minor local works of improvement, 

and Local Governments were told that the Government of India would accept 
without question schemes falling under these heads. It should be emphasised 
that these categories were not meant to be exhaustive but only to direct effort 
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into channels that appeared to be most fruitful. Some of the Provinces pro¬ 
posed to spend the bulk of their allotment on projects of these general descrip¬ 
tions but a considerable number of other schemes were put forward covering a 
wide range of activity, some of them representing entirely new departures 
which should in time make a radical transformation in the conditions of 
village life. The nature of these various schemes can most conveniently be 
described by a recital Province by Province of the projects actually approved 
by the Government of India. A further report as to the actual progress of 
the schemes will be laid before the Assembly in due course. 


Madras. 


(1) Rural water supply 

(2) Village ooniinunications 

(3) Village sanitation 

(4) Anti-malarial measures .. 

(6) District Officers’ discrotionary grants 


Total 


Rs. 

5,50,000 
4,50,000 
3.00,000 
50,000 
50, 00 


14,00,000 


(1) The works will be executed by the district boards and, where the 
schemes relate to protected water-supply, the approval of the Sanitary Engi¬ 
neering Department will be insisted upon. The grants will be confined to new 
works only and they will be spread over as many taluks as possible in each 
district. 

(2) A sum of Rs. 3 lakhs will be allotted to District Boards tor the improve¬ 
ment of village communications in areas other than those within the jurisdiction 
of non-union Panchayat Boards. It is proposed to distribute a sum of Rs. 
1,50,000 through the agency of the Inspector of Local Boards and Municipal 
Councils for the improvement of village communications in non-union 
panchayat areas. In each case, the local Government will sanction the grants 
after satisfying themselves that the works proposed are really useful and 
that the grants are distributed evenly in all districts. 

(3) A sum of Rs. 3 lakhs will be spent on village sanitation as shown 
below: 

Rs. 

Lakhs. 

(t) Borehole latrines in rural areas .. .. .. 2*75 

(it) Poonamallee Health Unit scheme .. .. .. 0*25 


Total .. 3*00 


(t) Borehole htrirhes .—The Director of PubUc Health has drawn up a 
Scheme providing (1) for the construction of two public latrines in each 
lilSTIiAD B 
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viUage selected, the local body or villagers undertaking to maintain them, and 
(2) for the supply of concrete slabs at hal f cost and the full supply of borers neces¬ 
sary for installing private latrines in a few houses in each village, subject to the 
condition that the house-owner finds funds for the enclosure, labour for boring 
and construction, and also the other half of the cost of the slabs. Work will 
be confined to about 100'important villages in a typical taluk of each district 
and the needs of areas inhabited by depressed classes will also receive due 
consideration. The work will be executed by the Public Health Department. 

(ii) Poonamallee Health Unit Scheme .—It is proposed to utilise a sum 
not exceeding Ks. 25,000 on a scheme of intensive health work in a selected area 
to demonstrate the benefits that will accrue thereby to the health and welfare 
of the rural population. The health unit will work under the Public Health 
Department. 

(4) The following anti-malarial measures will be carried out in four 
typical areas : 

(а) provision of sub-soil and open drainage at a place in the Vizagapa- 

tam Agency; 

(б) sub-soil drainage at a place in the Nilgiris (hilly tracts); 

(c) anti-malarial measures in the Bameswaram Island; and 

{d) anti-malarial measures in certain coastal areas in the Nellore dis¬ 
trict. 

The works will be executed by the Public Health Department. 

(5) The discretionary grants will be spent on urgent village necessities 
in particular localities and will be non-recurring. The objects on which the 
grants may be spent are restricted to the following ; 

(i) Construction or improvement of public baths; 

{ii) Improvement or provision of minor village communications such as 
river landings, foot-bridges, culverts, foot paths, boats for crossing 
streams and canals. 

(m) Wells or other drinking water sources for the poorer classes. 

(iv) Playgrounds for village schools. 

(v) Burial and burning grounds. 

(ri) Belief of poor people who have suffered from fire, flood, cyclone 
or other sudden calamities or who are obliged to vacate their 
houses owing to plague, etc. 

The question whether Collectors should be authorised to spend this 
grant of Es. 50,000 on objects other than those specified above is under the 
consideration of the Local Government. 
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Bombay. 


(1) Village Improvement scheme: 


Rs. 

Re. 

Northern Division 


1,08,000 


Central Division 


2,02,000 


Southern Division 


1,68,000 


Sind .. 


1,38,000 

6,06,000 

(2) Improvement of buffaloes and disposal of milk 



42,000 

(3) Improvement of poultry .. 



15,000 

(4) Co-operative egg-collecting and marketing .. 



2,000 

(5) Improved preserving and tanning of hides .. 



26,000 

(6) Inland fisheries 



10,000 


Total 

.. 

7,00,000 


(1) The Village Improvement Scheme of the Bombay Government 
organised on the lines laid down by the late Governor, Sir Frederick Sykes, 
has now been in actual operation for nearly two years. 

The essential factor of the scheme is the co-operation of all agencies— 
Government, local authorities, non-official associations and local effort, to 
improve all sides of the life of the cultivator, concentrating in the first instance 
on the more pressing needs of the particular village concerned. The scheme 
is based on the view that no effective progress is possible without the co-opera¬ 
tion of the villagers themselves and that the first task is to arouse in them an 
interest in, and a desire for, improvement of their condition. 

Under the scheme the primary agency is the District Executive Com¬ 
mittee for village improvement of which the Collector is the ex-officio Chairman 
and the President of the District Local Board is the Vice-Chairman. The 
Committee normally includes Government officers representing the social 
service departments of Government, representatives of local bodies, such as 
Local Boards and the like, and persons concerned with social service, educa¬ 
tion, charitable organisations, etc. 

Under the District Executive Committee, work is carried on in the talukas 
of the districts, either through the existing Taluka Development Associations 
or by the formation of Taluka Committees. In villages themselves Panchayats 
established under the Village Pancffiayats Act or local committees arc made 
use of. Particular subjects, as for instance, educjition, co-operation, agricul¬ 
tural improvements, etc., can also be dealt with by the appointment of special 
sub-committees. 

In eac*h Division the Commissioner secures the general co-ordination of the 
village improvement work being carried on by the District Executive 
Committees in co-operation with the various Departments of Government. 
District Executive Committees have been formed in all districts of the Presi¬ 
dency proper, except the Bombay Suburban District, where the work of village 
improvement is entrusted to the District Local Board. Taluka and village 
committees have also been established in most talukas and villages. Up to 
the present secretaries have been appointed in eleven districts to carry on 
propaganda and organise activities in the districts, the necessary financial 
provision for them being made by Government. 

The manner of development has not been the same in all districts. In some 
a start was made at the top with District Executive Committees, from which 

Lrl87LAD b2 
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the movement spread downwards to the taJiikas and villages, while in other 
districts there was concentration on villages from the start, certain villages 
being selected to test the experiment or to serve as models. 

The Local Government recommended and the Government of India 
agreed that the greater part of the grant should, in the case of Bombay, be 
utilised for furthering this scheme which has already produced striking results. 
Out of the Es. 6,06,000 to be devoted to the scheme, Es. 2,00,CKK) will be dis¬ 
tributed to District Officers for expenditure on tlie objects which the scheme 
seeks to promote, and of this Es. 2 lakhs, Rs. 1 lakh will be reserved for villages 
where the scheme has not been introduced. The balance will be distributed 
ihrcugh District Committees and other local bodies. Es. 55,000 out of the 
provision for Sind will be utilized for agricultural and industrial improvement. 

The following schemes will be confined to the Presidency proper and will 
be in charge of the officers of the departments concerned. 

(2) The scheme for the improvement of buffaloes will bo spread over 5 
yeais. It is picpcsed to employ the agency of the village improvement com¬ 
mittees or other similar bodies, or, where such bodies are not available, the 
agency of Government officials. One inspector and 4 non-graduates will be 
specially employed. 

(3) The scheme for the improvement of poultry is in two parts. Cocks of 
improved breed will be introduced in a certain number of villages, and a limit¬ 
ed number of premiums will be awarded to poultry farmers who undertake to 
abide by certain conditions, one of which is that their eggs will be sold locally 
for breeding purposes at controlled prices. 

(4) It is proposed to institute a pioneer co-operative society in order to 
improve the marketing of eggs. 

(6) For the improvement of preserving and tanning of hides two touring 
demonstration parties will be employed for a period of 3 years, 

(6) It is proposed to stock 6 or 6 selected tanks with small fish from the 
Madras Presidency. Little or no recurring expenditure is anticipated when 
once the tanks have been stocked. 


Kengnh 

(1) Establishment of seed, paddy and crop demonstration centres 

(2) Improvement of cattle and of fodder crops 

(3) Improvement of poultry 

(4) Propaganda in the districts—loud speakers and gramophones 

(6) Wireless transmission in Midnapore district .. 

(6) Improved marketing - juto and paddy 

(7) Coir spinning and weaving 

(8) Union Board dispensaries and improvement of water supply 

(9) Attachment of agricultural farms, etc., to secondary schools, and 

provision of play-grounds and village halls 

(10) Boy Scouts, Giil Guides and Bratachari 

(11) Minor drainage and flushing schemes 

(12) Chittagong Hill Tracts 

(13) Discretionary grants to Commissioners and District Officers 


Rs. 

1,09,000 

1,75,000 

500 

20,000 

82,000 

50.000 

40,700 

3,50,000 

1,80,000 

20,000 

3,30,000 

25,000 

2,17,800 


.. 16,00,000 


Total 
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(1) The spread of improved paddy seed is hindered by the he^vy cost of dis¬ 
tribution. Local centres have therefore been opened for the multiplication and 
distribution of better types of seed by 114 Union Boards in Bengal. More 
Boards are willing to provide land for opening such centres. It is therefore 
proposed to extend the scheme to 450 Union Boa.rds in all. 8 acres will b?. 
provided at eac^h centre, 6 for multiplication of seed and 3 for general demons¬ 
tration. The Union Boards will pay for the cost of cultivation and recoup 
tlieinselves from the money received for the produce. 

(2) There are at present 2 temporary live-stock officers working in Bengal 
and 3 more will now be employed. These officers will work in 10 districts, in 
each of which a temporary Veterinary Assistant Surgeon will also be employed 
on the work. It is proposed to introduce 100 pure bred bulls in each of the 
districts and thus to promote the development of an indigenous breed of 
cattle and eliminate the necessity of importing bullocks from outside the 
Province, which costs Bengal at the present time Rs. 50 lakhs a year. 

It is also proposed to introduce on a larger scale the cultivation of Napier 
grass as green fodder for cattle. This grass can be grown on areas at present 
not under cultivation : one acre of such grass will keep 8 animals fully supplied. 
It is proposed to introduce sufficient cuttings of Napier grass to grow 100 acres 
in each of the 10 districts at a total cost of Rs. 10,000. 

The total cost of giving effect to the Local Government’s schemes under 
this head is Rs. 1,90,000 of which the Local Government will themselves provide 
Rs. 16,000. 

(3) The nucleus of the scheme for improving poultry in Bengal will be the 
Dacca Farm, which is under the charge of a specially trained officer. In each 
of the 10 districts mentioned above 20 selected mating birds will be supplied from 
this farm to villages which agree to get rid of their old male stock. Three centres 
have already been devtdoped on these lines in Bengal as an experiment, and 
the experiments appear to have been successful, 

(4) One of the most effective and established methods of rural uplift pro¬ 
paganda in the districts is through mass meetings. It is proposed to provide 
30 loud speakers with dry cell batteries, 30 gramophones and 30 sets of musical 
records for use with the loud-speakers. It is proposed to use this grant to meet 
the initial cost and the recurring cost for one year. 

(6) It is proposed to establish a rural broad-casting service in Midnapore 
district with a medium-wave transmitter installed in the Midnapore Court 
building. From this will be served 50 receiving sets instJilled in different parts 
of the district. The transmitter will be used for broadcasting the amusements 
programme from the Calcutta Broadcasting Station, and also to broadcast 
from Midnapore in the local dialect news, instructions and propaganda talks 
of the kind required by the people of the district and in the form likely to appeal 
to them. The station will be worked for the 6 months of the year during which 
the reception of the programme can be guaranteed to be satisfactory. The 
scheme will be worked for 2 years, at the end of which it is hoped to establish 
it on a business footing. 

(6) The Government of Bengal have been considering a scheme estimated to 
cost Rs. lakhs for establishing jute-marketing and paddy-marketing 
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societies. There is a general desire for some scheme for the improved market¬ 
ing of agricultural products in Bengal but past experience has indicated the need 
for caution. The Local Government therefore intend to use Rs. 60,000 of this 
grant for opening one jute-marketing and one paddy-marketing society by 
way of further experiment. A special officer will be attached to the Agricul¬ 
ture and Industries Department of the Local Government to work out the 
scheme. 

(7) A prolific supply of cocoanuts is available in the deltaic districts of Bengal 
the fibre of which is at present used only for fuel. But there is the prospect 
of its being put to a more remunerative use as string, rope, matting, tatties, 
etc. The articles of these kinds at present sold in the bazars of Bengal come 
mostly from Southern India. An experimental coir-making and spinning 
demonstration party was created in November, 1934, which showed that there 
is a reasonable prospect of developing a local industry. It is therefore proposed 
to organise 4 demonstration parties with suitable equipment, to tour the deltaic 
areas and demonstrate the method of turning cocoanut fibre to economic use. 
The sum which the Local Government propose to utilise for this purpose will 
enable this experiment to be conducted for 3 years. 

(8) The Local Government propose that halfthis sum of Rs. 3J lakhs, should 
go towards the establishment of Union Board dispensaries, and the other half 
towards the improvement of rural water-supply. But if local opinion in any 
district does not favour dispensaries, any amount which is made available 
thereby will be diverted from dispensaries to water-supply in that district. A 
cheap form of dispensary with brick walls and corrugated iron roof will be erected, 
provided with a tube well if required. No such dispensary will be opened 
unless there is a definite assurance that the recurring expenditure involved 
will be forthcoming from local sources. 

In the distribution of the money available for improved water-supply 
those areas in which cholera is endemic will be given preference. Money will 
be allotted to specific projects by the District Officers in consultation with the 
Chairmen of District Boards, 

(9) It is proposed to attach a farm, dairy or workshop to selected schools in 
the province so as to provide a vocational or rural bias and keep the schools 
in touch with the rural population. This will be the first step in the Govern¬ 
ment of Bengal’s new policy of introducing a rural bias in education. 

The Local Government also propose to establish village halls, with small 
libraries attached, in certain selected villages to form the centres of village 
life. It is also proposed to construct and equip village play grounds in con¬ 
nection with and in close proximity to the village halls. It is also proposed 
to acquire and prepare playgrounds for selected schools, particularly girls’ 
schools, many of which have at present no playground or open space attached 
to them. 

It is hoped to establish a village hall and playground in each sub-division. 
The Local Government have been asked to consider whether some economy 
could not be effected by utilising the school building itself for the purpose 
of a village hall and library. 
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(10) A sum of Rs. 20,000 is to be spent on approved schemes for the 
promotion of the Boy Scouts and similar movements. 

(11) Money will only be spent on minor drainage and flushing schemes 
examined and approved by the Local Government’s technical experts. In 
selecting projects the following principles will be observed as far as possible: 

(a) that the expenditure is calculated to effect a permanent improve¬ 

ment, 

(b) that the schemes are schemes which are really wanted by the people 

themselves, 

(c) that money will be available locally for maintenance if required. 

(12) This sum will be expended on water-supply, drainage (sanitary and 
agricultural), and communications (including wooden bridges). 

(13) The balance of the grant will be used to augment the discretionary 
grants of Commissioners of Divisions and District Officers, who will be 
instructed that these additional sums are to be spent only on supplementary 
projects within the intention of this grant. 


United Provinces, 


(1) Main Scheme 

Ra. 

.. 7,00,000 

(2) Agricultural schemes 

.. 3,28,000 

(3) Public Health and medical relief schemes 

.. 3,16,000 

(4) Industrial schemes 

70,000 

(«5) Publicity and propaganda schemes .. 

.. 36,000 

(6) Kumaun district .. 

.. 50,000 


15,00,000 


(1) The “ Main Scheme ” referred to is the Local Government’s scheme 
of rural development, the object of which is to promote the spirit of self help 
in the villages. To this end the Local Government propose to employ for about 
two years a special staff consisting of: 

(i) at least six organisers in each one of the 45 districts (the three hill 
districts of Kumami being excluded); 

(n) one inspector in each district to guide and supervise the work of 
the organisers. 

Rach organiser will work more or less on the lines on which the “ Village Guides” 
work in connection with the co-operative movement. It is expected that he 
will be able to look after about 12 villages; but this number may later on be 
increased. The organisers as well as inspectors will, before appointment, 
undergo special training in sanitation and hygiene, agricultural practice and 
co-operative methods. This special staff will be under the control of the 
District Officer. There will be district rural development associations with 
consultative functions. For the execution of minor local works of pubiie 
utility a sum of at least Rs. 5,000 (on the average) will be placed at the disposal 
of each of the 45 District Officers. 
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For the initial two years the cost ol the stall and the district allotments, 
together with a small reserve for unforeseen opportunities, is estimated to 
amount to Rs. 9 lakhs. Out of this the Local Government propose to provide 
,Rs. 2 lakhs, which will be utilised towards the cost of the staff. The balance, 
viz., Rs. 7 lakhs, will be debited to the Central Government’s grant. 

(2) It is proposed to spend Rs. 1,20,000 in making grants-in-aid, up to 
one-third in each case, towards the cost of sinking tubes in existing wells. 
3,000 such borings will be carried out over a period of two years in areas un¬ 
served by canals or tube wells. An extra sum of Rs. 18,000 is added to pro¬ 
vide guarantees against cases of failure. 

A sum of Rs. 79,000 will be spent in constructing embankments to prevent 
soil erosion and to retain moisture, particularly in the eastern districts. For 
the construction of these embankments a tractor will be purchased which 
at other times of the year will be utilised for the eradication of kans grass. 
It is also hoped to excavate 260 temporary reservoirs, towards which Gov¬ 
ernment will contribute up to one-third of the cost, subject to a maximum of 
Rs. 300 in each case. 

To develop the culture of fruit in the Province, grafts, plants and seed 
will be supplied to villages included in the ‘‘ Main Scheme A fruit chow- 
dhuri will be employed in each district. The total cost of these measures will 
amount to Rs. 20,000. 

Rs. 80,000 will be spent partly in buying up inferior seed in the villages 
and replacing it by good seed supplied by the Agricultural Department, and 
partly in improving the system of distribution of departmental seed. This 
will involve the subsidizing of privately managed seed stores and also, if neces¬ 
sary, of developing the system of seed multiplication. 

Rs. 3,000 will be utilized in the establishment of poultry farms at Jaleswar 
and Etawah, and Rs. 8,000 on “goat improvement” by the maintenance 
and distribution of suitable bucks. 

(3) The Local Government propose to establish nine health units, each 
of which will cover a compact and exclusively rural area of about 50 villages 
with a population of about 30,000 at an estimated cost of Rs. 11,000 a year. 
They propose also to introduce a scheme (estimated to cost Rs. 2,540 per unit 
per year) for medical relief in conjunction with these health units, and also 
a scheme estimated to cost Rs. 36,000 a year for the supply of village medicine 
chests in villages included in the Main Scheme. 

The total estimated cost during the initial two years is Rs. 3,16,000. 

(4) The Local Government consider that the development of marketing 
is one of the most promising lines for giving help to village industries. With 
this object a sum of Rs. 8,000 will be set apart for the existing Government 
Emporium of Arts and Crafts at Lucknow to cover the initial outlay on pre¬ 
paring catalogues, price Usts, samples, etc., and as insurance against the risk 
of possible losses from the marketing of products of village industry. It is 
also proposed to subsidise local retail shops to induce them to sell articles of 
local manufacture, the annual subsidy being Rs. 60 each. It is proposed 
to esiablish co-operative arrangements for the marketing of ffhi in the five 
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important gr/li producing districts of Etawah, Agra, Muttra, Aligarh and Etah, 
and to subsidize private associations at Hathras and Agra for the testing and 
control of the purity of ghi on the lines of the institution which has already 
been established at Etawah. It is also proposed to expend a further Rs. 40,000 
under this head, but the Local Government’s final recommendations have not 
yet been received. 

(5) In order to ensure abiding results from rural uplift work, the 3,240 
villages to which the Main Scheme is to apply will receive gratis newspapers, 
monthlies and reprints, featuring rural uplift articles and news, at least once 
a week ; the estimated cost of this is Rs. 30,000 for the initial two years. 

A hundred sets of double-sided records pertaining to rural uplift will also 
be prepared at a cost of Rs. 6,000. 

(6) The “ Main Scheme ” will not be applied to the hilly region com¬ 
prised in the Kumaun Division. It is, however, proposed to spend Rs. 50,000 
for its benefit, and suitable schemes are under preparation. 


Punjab. 

Rs. 

(1) Consolidation of holdings 

.. 1,04,000 

(2) Sanitary improvements in 31 villages in Gujrat district .. 

9,000 

(3) Bore-hole latrines in Shakargarh tashil of Gurgaon district 

10,000 

(4) Water-supply schemes 

.. 2,26,0(X) 

(5) Serum cellars 

.. 20,000 

(6) Reconstruction of veterinary hospitals in Rohtak district 

12,000 

(7) Construction of 10 veterinary hospitals 

.. 60,00i) 

(8) Broadcasting scheme 

48,000 

(9) Tanning scheme 

.. 76,000 

(10) Fruit growing 

62,000 

(11) Well-boring 

.. 60,000 

(12) Cinema films and loud speakers 

59,000 

(13) Sheep development .. 

16,000 

(14) District Officers* discretionary grants .. 

.. 1,00,000 

Total 

.. 8,50,000 


(1) It is universally admitted that no measure can confer greater benefit 
on mmindars in the Punjab than consolidation of their holdings. The work is 
at present progressing in 11 districts at the rate of 60,000 acres a year through 
the agency of co-operative societies formed for the purpose, under the guidance 
and supervision of a staff of 8 inspectors and 104 sub-inspectors employed and 
paid by Government, assisted by a staff of 3 assistant inspectors and 22 sub¬ 
inspectors paid for from the contributions of applicants for consolidation. It is 
now proposed to employ a special consolidation officer and 8 inspectors and 88 
sub-inspectors in order to expedite the progress of tlie work. Any sums which 
may be collected from zamutdars who are benefited will be used to employ 
additional staff. 
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(2) These improvements will consist in the provision of sullage drains, 
pavements of dry brick on edge, hand-pumps, repairs and roofing of percolation 
wells, etc. The villages have been selected in consultation with the district 
officers. One-third of the cost will be debited to this grant, one-third to the 
district boards, and one-third to the Isluh’-o^Tarc^qi committees of the 
villages. 

(3) The Shakargarh tashil in Gurgaon district is infected with hook¬ 
worm disease. The construction of bore-hole latrines is intended to prove to 
the people their advantage in preventing re-infection from the soil. The 
money will be spent in purchasing augers and squatting seats. The further 
expenditure involved will be met by the district board. 

(4) The water-supply schemes will provide a protected supply of drink¬ 
ing water in selected villages in Kangra, Shahpur, Mianwali, Dera Ghazi Khan 
and Jhelum districts, where it is particularly required. 

(5) 100 serum cellars will be constructed at suitable centres so as to facili¬ 
tate the prompt despatch of sera and vaccines on the occasion of outbreaks 
of cattle disease. The recurring expenditure involved will be met by the district 
boards. 

(6) Great damage was done to the veterinary buildings in Rohtak district 
by floods in 1933, and the district board cannot afford to restore them. 
This will now be done at the expense of this grant. 

(7) 10 new veterinary hospitals will be constructed on a standard plan in 
the areas covered by the Dhanni and Hariana cattle-breeding schemes, where 
the district boards are too poor to afford the cost. The boards will, however, 
be liable for the recurring expenditure. 

(8) For the instruction and entertainment of the people of the districts 
nearest to the Delhi Broadcasting Station, namely, Rohtak, Karnal and Gur¬ 
gaon, it is proposed to instal 40 receiver sets and maintain them for two years. 
Arrangements will be made in consultation with the Government of India to 
broadcast suitable programmes from Delhi to the villages, under the control of 
the Commissioner of Rural Reconstruction. 

(9) The Punjab is one of the principal centres in India for the export of 
goat skins and has practically a monopoly of the export of lamb skins. Ap¬ 
proximately 8 per cent, only of the skins exported are tanned in the Punjab. 
Punjab hides also are of good quality and there is a local supply of tanning 
material. It is proposed to create a central tanning institute for rese.arch and 
demonstration, wuth two travelling demonstration parties. 

(10) Es. 47,000 will be spent in producing and distributing reliable fiuit 
nursery plants at cheap rates and on a large scale, and Rs. 16,000 on installing 
a fruit preservation plant on a semi-commercial scale for experimental and 
demonstration purposes. To achieve the former object existing nurseries 
will be extended and new nurseries opened: after two years the scheme should 
be self-supporting. The other part of the grant will be spent in opening a 
small canning plant at Lyallpur, which is regarded as of primary importance 
to the Punjab fruit industry. It is hoped that after the first year the recurring 
expenses of this factory will be covered by the receipts. 
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(11) Experience in the Province has shown that the boring of wpIIs in¬ 
crease their yield by anything up to 300 per cent. In addition to the cost of 
the pipes and strainers left in the wells after boring, Government at present 
chwge 12 annas a foot for all bores, whether successful or not. In order to 
assist and encourage the public in this direction, they now propose to remit 
the charge of 12 annas a foot for 2 years. The cost is estimated atRs. 60,000. 

(12) Cinema shows are extremely popular and useful in the Punjab and 
the public are prepared to pay for attending them. The local Government 
already possess two touring outfits; three more are required to provide one 
for each Division and another as a reserve. In addition, more and better 
films are required for instructional purposes: it is proposed to spend Rs. 36,000 
on films of this kind, and Rs. 4,000 on films for entertainment. Two loud¬ 
speaker sets will also be provided.. 

(13) The sheep development scheme will be confined to the 6 districts of 
the Multan Division. The unit of the scheme will be the flock consisting of 
1 ram and 60 ewes. Breeders at selected centres will be provided with one or 
more such units as the lessees of Government on the understanding that they 
will carry out the instructions of the Civil Veterinary department, keep no 
mature rams in their flock unless approved by the department, and only dispose 
of their surplus animals at prices fixed by the department. 

(14) The District Oflicers’ discretionary grants will be used for carrying 
out petty works of local improvement. 


Burma, 




Rs. 

(1) Rural development centres 

.. 

3,35,000 

(2) Deputy Commissioners* discretionary grants 

.. 

60,000 

(3) Anti-malarial measures 

.. 

.. 1,16,000 


Total .. 

.. 5,00,000 


(1) The object of the scheme for rural development centres is partly the 
formation of model village groups from which it is hoped that the idea of rural 
uplift will gradually spread to surrounding areas, and partly to furnish a means 
by which each department can experiment in intensive development. It is 
proposed that four rural development centres should be opened in different 
parts of Burma. Each centre will comprise a typical group of villages with an 
area of probably 30 square miles, but varying according to density of popula¬ 
tion. Within this unit expenditure will be incurred in four principal directions. 

(i) Public //eakJl.—There will be a dispensary and health centre. Steps 
will be taken to improve the record of vital statistics, investigation and control 
of diseases, sanitation, and propaganda and to introduce maternity and child 
welfare clinics. 

{ii) --School buildings will be increased and improved. Prob 

ably 6 primary schools and one central school with a High department will be 
required. Compulsory education will be introduced if possible, and special 
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attention will be paid to the possibilities of technical education. Playing 
fields will be provided and also a library. 

{Hi) farm school will be established if there is not one 

already in the vicinity, and short courses will be given in practical agriculture 
to sons of cultivators with special reference to the improvemenls effected by 
the Agricultural Department. There will also be a special Agricultural Assist¬ 
ant who will conduct an intensive campaign within the centre in order to 
demonstrate agricultural improvements, and attempts will also be made to 
improve the marketing of crops. 

{iv) Increased facilities will be provided for inoculation, etc. 

General work, such as improvement of tank's, wells, roads, etc., will also be 
undertaken in each unit. It is intended to use the assistance of the Co-opera¬ 
tive Department and various non-official agencies. 

It is hoped that as the experiment proceeds, the need for supervision and 
the cost will decrease, and that eventually the control of the units will be taken 
over by the local bodies. Until then the estimate of expenditure assumes that 
the work will continue for 4 years. 

Each centre will be under the control of an Executive Officer who will be 
advised by a local committee consisting of officials and non-officials. 

(2) The sum set aside for Deputy Commissioners’ discretionary grants will 
be utilised for the improvement of village wells and tanks, for roads and small 
bridges, for improving village schools and assisting village libraries, for provid¬ 
ing recreation grounds or e(iuipment, for assisting poor communities to start 
boy scouts or girl guides associations, and to encourage rural industries. 

(3) The sum provided for anti-malarial measures will be expended on the 
extensive issue of cinchona febrifuge over a period of 5 years, and on the general 
free issue of quinine in schools in areas where malaria is endemic. Larvae eai ing 
fish will also be bred at certain centres near the malarial areas. 


Bihar and Orissa, 

(1) Village communications 

(2) Rural water-supply 

(3) Schemes for draining chaurs and desilting tanks in North 
Bihar .. 

(4) Village welfare 


Rs. 

6,00,000 


5,00,000 


1,00,000 

50,000 


12,50,000 

(1) The improvement of village communications is one of the most urgent 
needs of the province, particularly in order that the cultivator may be able to 
dispose of his crops more easily and profitably. It is therefore proposed to 
spend Rs. 6 lakhs on the making or improving of cart tracks which will connect 
the villages with main roads and so with markets and railways. It is also 
hoped that this expenditure will further increase the utility of the marketing 
officers recently appointed by the Local Government. The intention is 
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that the work should be carried out under the direct control of the District 
and Sub-divisional Officers, who will invoke the assistance of the leading men 
in the area where any particular project is undertaken and get them to make 
themselves responsible for the actual supervision of the work. The villagers 
themselves will be encouraged to co-operate by making free gifts of the land re¬ 
quired for these village roads and by providing labour free or on reduced wages. 
Preference will in all cases be given to schemes where practical co-operation of 
this sort is forthcoming. 

(2) The need for improved rural water-supply is universally recognised. 
More wells and more village irrigation dams are required. This work will be 
carried out on the same lines as the projects for the improvement of village 
communications, and special attention will be paid to the needs of the depressed 
classes. 

(3) The necessity for draining certain of the chanrs in North Bihar has 
frequently been pressed on the JiOcal Government for years past. The present 
is a suitable opportunity to undertake some of the more promising of these 
schemes through the agency of the Irrigation Department. Part of this pro¬ 
vision will also be used for desilting tanks in North Bihar ; the expenditure in¬ 
curred in desilting tanks in other parts of the Province will be met from the 
allotment for rural water supply. 

The choice of the actual schemes to be carried out under heads (1), (2) and 
(3) will rest with the District Officers after canvassing the views of the local 
public. 

(4) A sum of Rs, 60,000 will be placed at the disposal of the Hon’ble Educa¬ 
tion Minister for experimental village-welfare schemes. These schemes will 
not involve any recurring commitments, but they will aim at setting up village 
organisations which will be capable of self-development in future if the experi¬ 
ments meet with success. The programme of work which these village organi¬ 
sations will set before themselves will include the introduction of improved 
methods of agriculture, the encouragement of cottage industries, the improve¬ 
ment of village sanitation, the provision of good drinking water, etc. 

Central Provinces. 

(1) Rural water supply .. 

(2) District Officers’ discretionary grants 

(3) Welfare of aboriginal tribes in scheduled districts 

(4) Dispensary buildings in villages 

(5) Experiments in poultry farming 

(6) Better bulls for District Councils 

(7) Farm in Mandla district 

(8) 5 additional debt conciliation boards 

(9) Cinemas on lorries for demonstration work 

(10) 2 tractors for use in Saugor district 

(11) Storage accommodation for cultivators* produce .. • 

Total 


Rs. 

1 , 20,000 

1,00,000 

40,000 

16,000 

10,000 

30,000 

30,000 

1,00,000 

20,000 

16,000 

20,000 

5,00,000 








508 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[6th Sep. 1935. 


(1) The Local Government report that there is a constant demand for 
assistonce in the provision of proper water-supply in villages, especially in 
certain tracts of Berar, and that the amount which could be spent for this 
purpose is almost unlimited. 

(2) The discretionary grants placed at District Officers’ disposal are 
for small works of village utility, the carrjdng out of which will greatly add to 
the amenities of rural life. Instances of the kind of works contemplated by 
the Local Government are the construction of small culverts over bad nala 
crossings, repairs to village tanks and wells, construction of fair weather roads 
and building of village rest houses. 

(3) The grant for the welfare of aboriginal tribes will be devoted to the 
development of certain areas inhabited by backward and aboriginal tribes with 
special reference to improved water-supply and educational and medical 
facilities. 

(4) 27 cheap plan dispensaries have already been established and a 
number of schemes are still pending on account of financial stringency. The 
policy of the Local Government is to give a non-recurring grant equal to half 
the estimated cost of the dispensary building and to provide an Assistant 
Medical Officer and a small contribution towards maintenance. The balance of 
the cost of the buildings and of the recurring charges is met locally. The sum 
provided will enable more institutions of this kind to be opened. 

(6) A scheme has been prepared by the Department of Agriculture for the 
distribution, free of cost, of pure bred cockerels from Government farms, and the 
grant proposed is to bring this scheme into effect. It is hoped that particularly 
in the neighbourhood of large towns an industry subsidiary to agriculture will 
spring up which will add considerably to the village income. 

(6) It IS proposed to supply a better c^ass of bull free of cost to the District 
Councils for breeding purposes. The Councils will be required to keep the 
animals suitably fed and in good condition. 

(7) Large quantities of seed are imported every year into Mandla district. 
The provision of Rs. 3(),()C(? will cover the non-recurring and recurring expendi^ 
ture for one year of a seed farm in that district. Thereafter the l^ocal Govern¬ 
ment will assume responsibility. The scheme was approved by the Board of 
Agriculture in 1923, but the liOcal Government have never been able to give 
effect to it. 

(8) A Debt Conciliation Act was passed in this Province in 1933, and the 
first tw^o debt conciliation boards were established in July, 1933. The Act 
provides for the conciliation of accumulated debts by a debt conciliation board 
by means of mutual agreement between debtors and creditors. So far six 
boards have been at w^ork, and four more are being added during the current 
year. But for the financial diflicuJty more boards would have been established. 
The six boards already at work have reduced a total debt of Rs. 63*67 lakhs 
to Rs. 36 38 lakhs. 27 to 55 percent of the original debts has been remitted. 
Easy instalments, worked out according to the paying capacity of the debtor 
and generally not exceeding the amount of the annual rent payable by him, 
have been fixed for the reduced debt. The entire debt is to be repaid in such 
instalments in periods of 10 to 12 years. The area of operations of a board 
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generally covers one or two tahsils, and it is expected to complete its work in 
about 2 years. The annual cost of each board is Rs. 10,000. The cost of one 
board thus comes to Rs. 20,000. 

(9) A lorry and cinema outfit for demonstration purposes was purchased 
in 1928-29 and the demonstrations given by it have been much appreciated by 
the public. It is proposed with this grant to purchase three more lorries. 
These lorries will be accompanied by ofiicers of the Agricultural Department 
and they will also be used by other departments which are concerned with 
village uplift. 

(10) It is proposed to provide tractors for ploughing up land which has 
been thrown out of cultivation by the growth of Jeans grass. The land will be 
ploughed at cost price so that the cultivators may get the benefit of the gift of 
the tractors from the Government of India. 

(11) It is proposed to construct godowns in market towns where culti¬ 
vators can store their produce temporarily when they are faced with the neces¬ 
sity of disposing of it at disadvantageous rates. One or two experimental 
godowns will be constructed in the first place. No recurring expenditure is 
anticipated. 


Assam, 


Rs. 

(1) Rural water-supply ., . .. .. .. .. 3,00,000 

<2) Village roads .. .. .. .. .. .. 1,00,000 

(3) Discretionary grants to Divisional Commissioners .. • • .. 40,000 

(4) Village sanitation .. .. .. .. .. .. 40,000 

(5) Purchase of pumps for irrigating 6oro'paddy lands .. ,. 20,000 

Total .. 6,00,000 


(1) The improvement of the rural water-supply in Assam is a crying need 
which has been urged again and again in the local Legislative Council. This 
is a particularly suitable opportunity for effecting improvements in this direc¬ 
tion for which it has liithcrto been impossible to find fimds. It is proposed to 
sink wells or (if this proves absolutely necessary owing to the failure of wells) 
to dig tanks as may be dictated by local conditions. The money will be allot¬ 
ted by the Local Government on conditions approved by the Public Health De¬ 
partment. The recommendations of the District Officers will be made after 
consultation with ad hoc committees constituted in each sub-division. This 
arrangement will be adopted in connection with village roads and village 
sanitation also. 

(2) The sum allotted for village roads will be distributed by the Divisional 
Commissioners after consultation with District Officers and local boards. 
The allotment of money will be conditional on the local boards concerned 
undertaking to maintain the roads on completion at their own cost. 

(3) The discretionary grants will be administered by the Divisional Com¬ 
missioners for purposes of public utility and works of petty local improve¬ 
ment. 
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(4) The provision for village sanitation will be given out in the form of 
grants by Commissioners to village authorities or other suitable agencies. 

(5) In certain low-lying areas of the Surma valley the aman or long stem¬ 
med paddy crop has proved very insecure in recent years owing to recurring 
floods, and it is expected that the condition of the people will be much improved 
if they are enabled to grow another (spring) variety of long stemmed paddy, 
called horo, which can be harvested before the flood season. The Agricultural 
Department has been working on this problem and experiments have shown 
that one portable pump can irrigate 800 bighas in a month. It is proposed 
to purchase 10 portable pumps for use in this valley. Experiments with a 
pump will also be made in suitable areas of the Assam valley. They will be 
worked under the charge of an Inspector. After the crop has been harvested, 
it is intended that 1^ maunds of paddy per bigha should be recovered as hire 
for the use of the pump. 

North-West Frontier Province, 


Rs. 

(1) Drinking water supply .. .. .. «. 1,20,000 

(2) Discretionary grants to Deput 3 ' Commissioners .. .. 90,000 

(3) Village roads .. . • .. .. .. 10,000 

(4) Anti-malarial measures including purchase of quinine .. 15,000 

(6) School farms ., .. .. .. .. .. 10,000 

(6) Marketing facilities for local industries .. .. .. 3,000 

(7) Damming of torrents in D. I. Khan District .. .. 10,000 

(8) Head works on the Bara River in Peshawar District .. 6,000 

(9) Industrial shop .. .. .. .. .. 7,000 

(10) Other miscellaneous schemes .. .. .. .. 30,000 

Total .. 3,00,000 


(1) In certain parts of the province drinking water has to be fetched during 
the hot season from as far as twelve miles away, and the necessity for improve¬ 
ment in this respect is continually being pressed upon Government. The diflS,- 
culty is particularly acute between Dera Ismail Khan and Tank, in the sandy 
Marwat tract in Bannu, in the Khattak country of Kohat District and at 
Mansehra in the Hazara District. 

(2) Of the District Ofiicers’ discretionary grants a part will be earmarked 
for expenditure on schools, and the balance will be spent on providing materials 
for minor schemes, such as culverts and embankments, for which the villagers 
themselves are prepared to provide the labour. It has been decided to allot 
Es. 15,000 to each district and Mardan sub-division. 

(3) This amount will be spent in small suras, distributed as widely as 
possible throughout the districts on small improvements to existing roads and 
construction of short tracks to connect villages with main roads. It is intended 
that this money should be spent on materials only and that labour should be 
obtained from the villages concerned. 
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(4) This sum will be earmarked for the purchase of quinine and cinchona 
febrifuge for distribution among the rural population through hospitals and 
travelling dispensaries throughout the province. 

(5) With the sum of Rs. 10,000 provided for school farms, it is proposed to 
buy plots of land adjoining schools for the purpose of giving the pupils practical 
training in agriculture and gardening. This system has given satisfactory 
results in the adjoining province of the Punjab. 

(6) For the improvement of marketing it is proposed to construct sraal 
mandis at selected places and to encourage the exhibition of locally made 
articles. 

(7) The irrigation scheme in Dera Ismail Khan District is intended to con' 
trol the flow of flood water in certain hill streams which is at present unmanage¬ 
able though of vital importance to cultivation. 

(8) The scheme on the Bara River is for the purpose of assisting the 
villagers to make pucca distribution heads instead of the existing kutcha heads. 

(9) To encourage and develop minor industries of the province 
(blanket making, embroidery, basket work, pottery, copper work, etc.) a 
retail shop has been opened in the Peshawar Cantonment. The buying orga¬ 
nisation will comb the province for suitable wares, find the best markets in 
India, and possibly Europe, and establish direct relations with the pro¬ 
ducers. The shop is expected to be a self-supporting concern within a period 
of three to four ye.ars. The scheme will be subsidized from provincial revenues 
as may be necessary in future years. 

(10) The Local Government are considering other schemes calculated to 
benefit the rural areas and no expenditure on these schemes will be incurred 
till the Government of India have accorded approval. 


Coorg. 

Hs 

(1) Water supply .. .. .. .. .. 32,500 

(2) Cattle breeding .. .. .. .. . • 2,500 

(3) Discretionary grants .. .. .. .. 15,000 

Total .. .. 50,000 


; 1) Of the provision for water supply, Rs. 10,000 will be spent on construc¬ 
ting 28 draw-wells to provide drinking water for the villagers in selected villages; 
the balance of the cost of constructing the wells will be met by subscriptions 
of the residents. 

Rs. 15,800 will be spent on repairing 64 tanks which have silted up and 
ceased to be useful. These tanks are required for the purpose not only of pro¬ 
viding drinking water for men and cattle but for irrigation also. The local 
people have promised to supply free labour to complete the work. 

Rs. 6,700 will be spent on excavating or repairing 12 irrigation channels. 
Each of these channels is designed to irrigate over 100 acres of wet cultivation. 
The villagers will supply free labour. 
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(2) The provision for cattle breeding will be spent in accordance with the 
recommendations of the Animal Husbandry Expert of the Imperial Council 
of Agricultural Research. 

(3) The discretionary grant of Rs. 15,000 will be at the disposal of the Com¬ 
missioner, and is intended for improving village communications, for anti- 
malarial work and improvements in village sanitation, as well as for assistance 
to certain occupations subsidiary to ^liculture. 


(1) Wells (a) repairs 


Rs. 

24,000 

(6) new 

.. 

8,000 

(2) Re-modelling village 

.. 

3,000 

(3) Roads and communications 

.. 

10,000 

(4) Deputy Commissioner's reserve .. 


6,000 


Total 

.. 60,000 


(1) A survey of wells throughout the rural area administered by the Chief 
Commissioner of Delhi has been carried out by officers of the Public Health 
Department. In order to ensure the supply of drinking water, wells which have 
fallen into disrepair will be repaired and new wells will be constructed where 
they are urgently required. 

(2) The Assistant Director of Public Health has prepared a scheme for 
re-modelling a small viUage by the main Delhi-Najafgarh Road. It is hoped 
to make this village a valuable object-lesson to the public. 

(3) It is proposed to repair certain hUcha roads which are important 
arteries of communication in the rural area and which have fallen into such 
serious disrepair that they are at present of little use. 

(4) Rs. 6,000 will be placed at the disposal of the Deputy Commissioner 
who during his cold weather tour will distribute this sum in supplying urgent 
necessities in the villages. 


Ajmer-Merwara. 

Rs. 

(1) Impwvoraent of village roads and construction of small 23,000 

bridges and culverts. 

(2) Propaganda for improvement of agriculture .. .. 23,000 

(3) Improvement of live-stock .. .. .. 1,000 

14) Discretionary grant at the disposal of the Commissioner 3,000 

Total .. .. 60,000 

(1) Rs. 23,000 will be spent on improving 97 miles of the more im pny tftnt 
village cart tracks, so as to convert them into ordinary fairweather roads. 
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(2) For the purpose of agricultural propaganda 3 Agricultural Assistants 
with 3 demonstrators will be appointed, one for each of the 3 sub-divisions. 
The function of this stafE will be to give practical demonstrations in the culti¬ 
vators’fields of improved methods of cultivation, and to supervise the distribu¬ 
tion of good seed from seed depots to be opened for the purpose. 

(3) 20 bulls will be purchased and maintained at different places in the 
district under the control of the veterinary staff of the district board. 

(4) Rs. 3,000 will be placed at the disposal of the (>>mmissioner for petty 
works of local improvement. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : Is the Honourable Member aware of the fact 
that in the Madras Mail a report has appeared that the Chief Minister 
of Madras. 

The Honourable Sir James Ghrigg : 1 know what is coming ; there 
IS a queslion down about that. I made inquiries from the Madras 
Govenment and received a most categorical denial of the truth of that 
report. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know if the statement placed on 
the tabic shows for what purpose the money has been raised 1 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Certainly, but the Honourable 
Member can get the statement in two minutes or at any rate in the next 
half hour, and he will be able to satisfy the whole of his curiosity, I 
hope. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With reference to clause (d) of the question, 
may I hnow the reason why Government did not ask the Local Gov- 
erninents to seek the co-ordination of the Congress Village Industries 
As.sociatk n ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : For several reasons : partly 
because they did not think it was necessary, and partly because they 
did not wish to interfere unduly with the discretion of the Local 
Governments. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Have Government watched the working of this 
Association, and have they any reasons to believe that such co-ordina- 
lion will bo undesirable or unnecessary ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : To be quite honest with the 
Honourable Member, the information in the possession of Government 
about the w(»rking of this Association is of an extremely sketchy 
character. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; Have Government put any ban against the 
T.ooal Governments inviting or utilising their co-operaLion f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : No, Sir ; the Government of 
India, have been completely passive in the matter. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With reference to the answers to clauses (a) 
and (6), have all these schemes been examined by the Finance Member 
in the light of the tests laid down by him, I think in his Budget speech, 
as to the manner in which this money should be spent, and is he satisfied 
that these schemes are all in conformity with those tests I 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg: Yes, Sir. ^ 

L187LAD c2 
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Prof. N. G. Banga : Have Government considered the advisability 
of setting apart a part of this one crore of rupees for the working of 
new village post offices ? 

The Honourable jSir James Grigg : No, Sir ; I think I undertook 
to consider that independently in connection with the general budget, 
but not in connection with this grant. 

Losses caused to Government in the Quetta Earthquake. 

Ib’.'i. *Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : (o) Will Government he yileased 
to lay on the table a statement showing separately the approximate figures 
of losses caused to Government, military and civil buildings in the recent 
Quetta earthquake disaster ? 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state what approximate amount 
of expenditure they will have to incur if they re-build the Quetta military 
and civil buildings ? 

BIr. G. R. F. Tottenham : (a) The approximate book value of the 
Government buildings destroyed or damaged by the earthquake is as 
follows : 


Army 


Rs. 

2^ crores. 

Railways 

. . 

25^ lakhs. 

Posts and Tel^raphs .. 

• • 

3 lakhs. 

Other civil departments 
buildings) 

(including municipal 

70 lakhs. 


(&) The present estimate of the cost of reconstruction, which must 
necessarily be extremely rough, is between seven and eight crores. 

Casualties in the Quetta Earthquake, 

164. ’'-Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : Will Governiueut bo pleased 
to .state how many persons died and how many were injured in the 
Quetta earthquake, giving, separately, the approximate number of Mili- 
tary, Iloyal Air Force and civil and railway employees ? 

Mr. G. B. F. Tottenham : I lay a statement on the table, giving, so 
far as pos.sible, the figures of casualties among officials and their 
families. 


Statement showing the number of persons killed and injured in the Quetta Earthquake 
amongst Military, Eoyal Air Force, and civil and radway employees. 


Killed. Injured. 

(t) Military (includinf; families) .. .. 447 127 

(fi) Boyal Air Force (including families) ., 120 132 

(Hi) Civil Department (in some cases families 

have not boon included) .. 948 362 

(iv) Railway employees (including families) .. 975 813 

Total .. 2,490 1,434 
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Re-Bxhlding op Quetta. 

165. ’^Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : (a) Will Qovernmer.t bo pleased 
to state vlieiher it is their intention to re-build <he oily of Quetta ? 

(b) If the reply to part (a) above be in the alTBrmative, do Gov¬ 
ernment inopos*? not to invest large amounts in re-building Quetta, and 
to transfer the Western Command of Quetta to Karachi or some sueh 
other place, in view of the speedy means of communication and transp 
porlation by Railway, road, and air, nowadays ready at hand for cases 
of emergency ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : (a) and (b) The Honourable Member’s 
attention is invited to Chapter VITI of the pamphlet The Quetta Earth¬ 
quake, 1935 ”, copies of which were sent to all Members of the House 
on the 29th August, 1935. 

The whole matter is still under consideration. 

Losses to Civil Population in Quetta. 

166. *Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : Will Government be pleased 
to Ftate the approximate amount of losses to civil population and their 
movable and immovable properties in Quetta ? 

Mr. J. O. Acheson : The Honourable Member is referred to Chapters 
I and TT of the Pamphlet ” The Quetta Kartlnpiake, 1935 ”, a copy of 
which has been sent to him. It is not possible at present to give even 
an aj)proximate estimate of the amount of the losses to the civil popula¬ 
tion of Quetta. Hut some idea of the magnitude of the losses can be 
gained from the fact that approximately 15,000 shops and houses were 
destroyed or ba<lly damaged. 

Casualties in the Suburbs op Quetta. 

167. *Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : (a) Will Government be ideased 
to state the approximate number of casualties in the suburbs of Quetta 
in Hritisli Baluchistan ? 

(b) What was the : 

(i) number of c.asnalties, both dead and injured ; 

(ii) approximate amount of losses to Government and railway pro¬ 

perties ; and 

(iii) the approximate amount of losses to civil population f 

Vb. O. R. P. Tottenham : (a) and (ft) (?) The Honourable Member’s 
attention is invited to pages 1, 8 and 16 of the pamphlet The Quetta 
Earthquake, 1935 ”, a copy of which was sent to him on the 29th August, 
1935. He will, however, realise that it is impossible as yet to give 
accurate figures of deaths among the civil population. 

(ft) (ii) The attention of the Honourable Member is invited to 
Uie reply I gave to part (a) of. his question No. 163. 

(ft) (iii) It is impossible even to hazard a guess. 

Losses in Tribal Areas in Baluchistan due to Earthquake. 

168. Haji Abdoola Haxpon: "Will Government be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing detailed particulars of losses exiw- 
rieneecl in i riba I areas in Baluchistan t 
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Mr. J. G. Acheson : There were no losses in the tribal areas in 
Baluchistan. 

Certain Facilities providbu in Quetta after the Earthquake. 

169. ^Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : Will Oovernment be pleased 
to state wbht provisions for medical aid, supplying of food, water and 
clothes and other available resources, were provided by Govern)nent in 
the following territories after the earthquake catastrophe : 

(i) Suburbs of Quetta ; and 
{ii) Quetta City If 

Mr. Q. B. F. Tottenham : The Honourable Member’s attention is 
invited to Chapters III, IV and V of the pamphlet ‘‘ The Quetta Earth¬ 
quake, 1935 ”, a copy of which has been sent to all Members of this 
House. 

Applications invited for Posts of Army Officers from England. 

170. ^Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : (a) Is it a fact that 
applications have been invited for posts of Army Officers from England ? 

(6) Why is it that no similar applications are called for from 
Indians t 

(c) How many ])osts are vacant, and how many applications have 
been received t 

(d) Are the posts to be filled up j)crmancntly or temporarily ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : (a) Owing to over-recruitment during the 
war, and under-recruitment in the years immediately succeeding it, it 
recently became necessary, in ordei to make tlie establishment in each 
rank correct, to eliminate troni tlie Indian Army a large number of senior 
officers and take on a smaller number of less senior officers. Jt is for 
this latter reason that it was recently decided to revive llio practice, 
wdiich had been held in abeyance for a few years, of allowing transfers 
from the British service and invite applications from officers of the 
required seniority. 

{h) Because all the Indian officers of the required seniority are 
already serving in the Indian Army, and there is no other outside source 
from whicli they could be procured. 

(c) The War Office have agreed to permit up to 100 officers to 
volunteer for transfer to the Indian* Army. Applications may reach the 
War Office or Army Headquarters, India, up to the 22nd September, 
1935. 

(cZ) Permanently. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Before this, are there any 
Indian officers who were taken temporarily to these posts and sent away t 

Mr. G- R. F. Tottenham : No, Sir : there are no Indian officers taken 
temporarily. All the Indian officers that there are, are already employed 
permanently in the Indian army. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam A:^angar : Have all these posts, for which 
applications have been invited in England, been held by British officers 
till now ? 
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Mr. Q. B. F. Tottenham : As I explained, we are just getting rid of 
about 400 officers practically all of whom are British officers, and we are 
taking in 100 British officers from the British service to fill up the gaps in 
the lower ranks. 

Sbleotion of Dufferin Cadets from the Royal Indian Marine. 

171. '^Mr. H. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : (a) How many of the 
students who have received training in the Ship Dufferin have been 
selected for the Royal Indian Marine Force, year after year^ during the 
past seven years, and how many from outside have been appointed in that 
Force ? 

(6) What is the principle of selection, and why have not more men 
been selected from among the Dufferin cadets t 

Mr. G. B. F. Tottenham : (a) Since 1928, 19 Indians have been 
selected for employment in the commissioned ranks oE the Royal Indian 
Navy. Of these, six came from the Indian Mercantile Marine Training 
Sliip Dufferin, I lay on the table a statement showing the recruit¬ 
ment year by year. 

(6) The principle of selection is to obtain the best material avail¬ 
able, but in putting this principle into effect Government have been 
influenced by a knowledge that public opinion in this country attaches 
considerable importance to the retention of the open competitive examina¬ 
tion. 


StiUement shofvif*g the rerruitpnenf J92S of Indian commisaioned officem in the Royal Indian 

Navy. 


No. of canvlidates recruited. j I 


Year. 

On the rcBi 
open and “ 
examina 

!" 

' Open. 

1 

alts of the 
Dufferin ” 
tions. 

1 

1 

Dufferin. 

1 

As 

direct 

entries. 

1 

1 

Total. 

1 

Remarks. 

1 

1928 


,, 

1 

1 


1929 

2 



2 


1930 

1 

•• 


i 

1 


1931 


4 

!♦ 

5 

* Since permittiHl to 
resign his commis¬ 
sion. 

1932 

4 



4 


1933 

. • 

1 

1 

1 

2 


1934 

3 

1 

1 

•• 

' 4 
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Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Besides the six officers who 
wore trained on the Dufferin, what are the qualifications of the other 
thirteen ? 

Mr. G. B. P. Tottenham : I could not possibly give a list of the quali¬ 
fications of all the men who have joined since 1928. 

Mir. M. Ananthas ayanam Ayyangar : Is there any other ship besides 
the Dufferin in which naval training is given to Indians f 

Mr. G. B. F. Tottenham : No, Sir ; nor is naval training given in the 
Dufferin which is a Mercantile Marine training ship. 

Mr. M. Ananthas ayanam Ayyangar : Besides these six who W(;ic 
trained on the Dufferin, can the Honourable Member say whether the 
other thirteen had any training at all, either mercantile marine or naval } 

Mr. G. B. F. Tottenham : No, Sir ; neither did^ the six who^ were 
taken from the Dufferin possess any naval training, t.e., training for 
work in thei Navy. This training they received after passing the 
examination and being sent to England to be trained in the naval dock¬ 
yards there, 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Why were not all of them taken 
from among those who had the same training on the sea ? 

Mr. G. B. F. Tottenham : I have explained that the idea is to thiow 
open to open competition throughout India the officer ranks of the 
Indian navy, and it is quite impossible to afford sea training of any 
kind to all the boys in India. 

Rbcommendations of the Hilton-Young Ci^rrkncy Commission. 

172. Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : (a) What are th() recom¬ 
mendations of the Ililton-Young Currency Commission, which have been 
given effect to ? 

(6) What other recommendations do Government projiDse adopting 
during the current year ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : (a) and (5). The reconimenda- 
tious of the Ililton-Young Currency Commission can be divided into three 
parts : 

(i) a recommendation for the establishment of a gold biillion 
standard ; 

(m) the establishment of a Central Reserve Bank ; and 
(in) the fixation of the ratio of the rupee to gold at l.c. 6<1. 

(») and (m) were put into effect in 1927 but have since been suspended 
while (ii) was put into effect as from 1st January last. 

Bfc. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : When they were put into effect 
in 1927, what was the amount of gold in the reserve I 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg ; I cannot say off-hand : if the 
Honourable Member likes to put down a question, I can find it out for 
him. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar ; Was any quantity of gold kept 
in the reserve at all ? 
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The Honourable Sir James Origg : 1 think the amount of gold in 
the gold reserve appears in the weekly statement of the Rest^rve Bank. 

1 cannot remember off-hand the last figure, but I may say that the gold 
figures in that statement at the old parity, so that it under-estimates or 
under-represents the amount of the gold reserve at current market 
values. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : Do Government propose to increase their gold 
holdings ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : That is a matter for the Reserve 
Bank now’ : Government itself is no longer concerned wuth the custody 
of the gold reserves of India. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Why was it suspendnl in 
rj27 ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : It was not suspe^ided in lli27. 
bul in 1931 when the United Kingdom left the gold standard. 

Prof. BT. G. Ranga : In view of the increase in counterfeit rupee 
coins. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Really. Sir, I do not think that 
arises. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ajryangar : Was it in pursuance of that 
policy that ten crores worth of silver were sold away by the Govern¬ 
ment of India in the year 1930-31 ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I think if the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber ^vants to discuss silver, he had better put down a question sepa¬ 
rately : it does not arise directly out of this. 

Compilation of StativStics for Agricultural and Industrial Wages. 

173. "^Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : (a) Are Government 
aware that both in the Economic Enquiry Committee Report and the 
Iliiton-Yoimg (Commission Report, there is a suggestion that index num¬ 
bers sliould be ])ropared for ^vages, agricultural and industrial / 

(6) Have Government been compiling such statistics ? If so, foi* 
liow’ long ? If not, w^hy not t 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a; Yes. 

(/;) No. The compilation of such statistics is properly a function 
of Local Governments. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Have the Local Governments 
prepared such statistics regarding wages, agricultural and industrial 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I cannot answer 
that question : I do not know. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam A3r7angar : Will Government supply us 
information regarding this 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : If the Honour¬ 
able Member desires that an inquiry should be made from Local Govern¬ 
ments and this information obtained, and if he puts down a question on 
the paper, I shall see if it can be obtained. 
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Prof. N, O'. Banga : Is it not one of the recommendations^ of the 
Economic Inquiry Committee that there should be a Central ticonomic 
Enquiry Board established by the Central Government here t 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : I would require 
notice of that : it does not arise out of this question. 

Revision op the Exchange Ratio. 

174. *Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : (o) Are Government 
aware that in paragraph 190 of the Ililton-Young Commission Report, 
they state it as an argument for the fixing of the ratio at Is. fid. that 
India’s foreign trade had not been adversely affected, after 12 months 
of the Is. fid. ratio till then t 

(6) Are Government aware that India’s balance of trade since the 
Hilton-Young Commission Report, dwindled from nearly 76 erores to 
nothing ? 

(e) Do Government propose to take immediate steps to revise the 
exchange ratio ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : (a) and (6) India’s fayoiir- 
able balance of trade in 1925-26, when the Hilton-Young Commission 
Report was issued, ivas Rs. 109,25 lakhs. In the year 1934-35, it was 
Rs. 78,10 lakhs. Obviously tlie shrinkage in trade is due to world condi¬ 
tions and not to the ratio. In any case the ratio in 1925-20 was Is. fid- 
gold whereas it is now Is. fid. sterling which, expressed in terms of gold, 
IS approximately the equivalent of lid. only. 

(c) Quite definitely. No. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Does the balance of trade of 
78 erores in 1934-35 include export of gold in specie 1 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Yes. 

Mr. M. Ananthasa 3 ranam Ayyangar : To what extent ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I believe about two-thirds. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : The balance of trade has, 
therefore, gone down to 15 erores ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : 15 is wrong : in one year it was 
30 and in another year about 23. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Is it not a fact that in 1924 the 
balance of trade was 115 erores ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I am quite prepared to take that 
from the Honourable Member. 

Prof. N. G. Banga : Whal steps do the Government of India propoM 
to take in order to improve our position in regard to the balance of 
trade ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : That is too long a question to be 
dealt with in answer to a supplementary question. 

Prof. N. G. Banga : Do Government propose to take any action ? 
The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Yes. 
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Monopoly op 8uppi.ying Petroleum Products in the Madras Presidency 
HELD BY THE BuRMA OiL COMPANY. 

175. *Mx. 0. N. Mnthuranga BSndaliar : (o) Will Government 

please state whether it is a fact that the Burma Oil Company has the 
monopoly of supplying petroleum products in the Madras Presidency ? 

(b) Was it at least so for some time after the Great War T 

(c) Is it a fact that liquid fuel is largely needed by the a^iculturists 
for their pumping plants, wherever there are no irrigation facilities t 

(d) Was liquid fuel being sold in the Madras Presidency at Rs. 30 
to Rs. 40 per ton before the War t 

(e) Is it a fact that the price rose to Rs. 60 per ton during the War 
and to Rs. 90 per ton after the War t 

(/) Is it a fact that Government are allowing a protective duty of 
two annas and nine pies to the Biirma Oil Company products, while 
Indian companies who import foreign oils are assessed to a duty of three 
annas nine pies f 

(ff) Do Government ])ropase to fix a fair selling minimum price for 
all petroleum products and thus protect the agriculturists from abnor¬ 
mally high prices for their needs f 

(A) Is it not a fact that the Burma Oil Company import also Persian. 
American and Russian petroleum i)roduets besides the Burma Oils ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I feel, Sir, in view of the stric- 
turo.s ])a8sed upon me for butting into other people’s affairs yesterday, 
1 ought to apologLs<‘ in advance for answering this question which con- 
eerns both the Finance and the Commerce Departments jointly. 

(a) No. 

(b) No. 

(c) Yes : if the pumping plants are worked by oil engines. 

(d) and («). Government have no precise information as to the 
sale prices of fuel oil at the periods referred to. 

(/) No. The duties in question are revenue duties. 

(ff) Government are not aware that the agriculturists are paying 
abnormally high prices. 

(h) The Burma Oil Company import petroleum products from 
Persia and America. 

Mr. 0, N. Muthuranip Mudaliar : May 1 know why differential 
rates should prevail, if this is only a revenue duty and not a protective 
duty ! 

The Honourable Sir Jamea Grigg : That question has a long histoiy, 
and it is not possible to deal wdth it in reply to a supplementary ques¬ 
tion : if the Honourable Member will put down a question, I will give a 
considered answer. 

Prof. N. G. Banga: Will Government try to abolidi these differ¬ 
ential duties f 
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The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I think the Honourable Member 
had better look at the terms of the Indo-Burma trade agreement. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai ; With reference to clause (/), may I know 
whether the Indian companies and the Burma Oil (V)mpany are paying 
the same import duty 1 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : That is the question 1 have 
aiiowered : the question is whether Government are allowing a jn’otec- 
tive duty to the Burma Oil Company. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : Am I to understand that there are differential 
duties ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : They are certainly differential 
duties. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : May I know how much they are t 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : They are given in the question 
itself in part (/). 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is the reason for this difference, even if 
they are revenue duties t 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I have just answered that : I 
am not prepared to answer that in answer to a supplementary question ! 
if a question is put down, I will give a considered reply. 

Mr. C. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar : With reference to part {g)y does 
the Honourable Member consider the price not high when it is between 
86 to 90 rupees a ton nowadays, as compared with Bs. 30 a ton in jire- 
war days ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I have some hesitation about 
dealing with that part of the question which concerns the ('ommercje 
Department : I think the Honourable Member had better put down a 
question separately. 

Appointment of Inihans as Teachers in England. 

176. '^Mr. 0. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar : (a) lias the attention of 
Government been drawn to questions and answers in the House of Com¬ 
mons on the 26th Marcli, 1935, regarding the difficulties experienced by 
Knglisli-born Indians seeking appointments as teachers in Great Britain, 
despite their educational qualifications ? 

(h) Will Government state if they have information of any kind 
regarding the numbers of such Indians employed as teachers in Great 
Britain ? If not, do they jiropose to obtain such information as can be 
available from tlie India Office or any other such authority in England ? 

(c) Arc Government prepared to take necessary steps to represent to 
tlie Seci*etary of State for India that not only English-bom Indians but 
Indian-born Indians, who have got the requisite qualifications, obtain a 
fair chance in applying for teachers’ appointments in Great Britain should 
they desire to do so ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai: (a) Yes. 

(6) The Board of Education, London, who were consulted in the 
^tter, regret that the information asked for by the Honourable Member 
is not available. 
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(c) The appointmeut of teachers in Great Britain is a matter which 
is in the hands of local educational authorities or other bodies responsible 
foi the management of the schools. The Board of Education state that 
they are not aware that any considerations other than the general suit¬ 
ability of the applicants are token into consideration in making an 
appointment. 

Inadequacy of Indians employed in the Offices of the League of 

Nations. 

177. *Mr. 0. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar : (a) Are Government aware 
of the feeling of dissatisfaction prevailing in India as regards the inade¬ 
quacy of the number of Indians employed in the offices of the League of 
Nations, and if so, are Government prepared to take suitable action toi 
acquaint the authorities of the League at Geneva of these feelings t 

(b) Are Government prepared to take early action to make represen¬ 
tations to the authorities of the League of Nations to so increase the 
number of Indians employed in its various offices that it may be in pro¬ 
portion to the contribution made.by India? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : (a) The League authorities 
are fully aware of Indian feeling in this matter and an infornuil repre- 
^skCntation on the subject has been very recently adilressed to the Secre¬ 
tary General. In these circumstances, and in view of the fact that the 
League authorities are not, as the Honourable Member appears to suppose, 
unsympathetic towards Indian feeling, no purpose would be served by a 
furtlier communication. 

(b) I Would refer the Ilonourable Member to the latter part of my 
reply to part (d) of question No. 121 asked by my Ilonourable friend, 
Mr. S. Satyamurti, on the 4th September, 1935. 

Appointment of an Indian in place of the Late Mr. A. C. Chatterjee, 

A Member of the Information Section of the League of Nations 

Secretariat. 

178. *Mr. C. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar : (a) Are Government pre¬ 
pared to move the authorities of the League of Nations to appoint an 
Indian in the place of Mr. A. C. Chatterjee, a member of the Information 
Section of the Loagne Secretariat who died recently ? 

(6) Are there already Indians in the Information Section of the 
League Secretariat who are qualified to fill the place rendered vacant by 
the death of Mr. A. C. Chatterjee ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : (a) Government have 
already taken steps in this direction and they have been informally 
assured that an Indian will be appointed. 

(b) From the latest Staff List of the League Secretariat it appears 
that one other Indian, Mr. S. N. Ghose, is employed in the Information 
Section. Government have no information regarding his qualifications 
to fill the appointment held by the late Mr. A. C. Chatterjee. 

Prof. H. O. Ranga : What is the usual practice followed by the 
League Secretariat in making these appointments ? Do they consult the 
Government of India ? 
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The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : No, Sir ; but this question 
I have answered during the last three Sessions about eight times, and I 
have placed before the House information relating to the number of 
appointments made, names of the officers appointed, their salaries, and so 
on, and I have nothing further to add ; but, in making these appointments, 
the League Secretariat do not consult the Government of India. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Has this vacancy been filled T 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : To the best of my informa¬ 
tion, not yet. 

Establishment of Bubal Libbabieb. 

179. *Mr C. N. Mnthuranga Mudaliar : (a) Are Government aware 
that recently rural libraries have been started in many villages f 

(b) Are Government aware that the various Provincial Governments 
insist that such rural libraries associations should be registered under the 
Societies Registration Act XXI of 1860, before grants-in-aid could be 
sanctioned for such libraries t 

(c) Is it a fact that the said Act requires that a fee of Rs. 50 should 
be paid as registration fee for registering literar>% scientific and charitable 
societies i 

(d) Are GoA^ernment aware that almost all the rural libraries have 
got very slender resources and cannot pay a high registration fee of 
Rs. 50 t 

{e) If the answer to part (d) above be in the affirmative, are Gov¬ 
ernment prepared to consider the advisability of fixing a nominal fee of 
Rs. 5 for registration of such rural libraries under section ;{ of tr.e Act T 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) and (c) Yes. 

[b) and (d) The information asked for by the Honourable Member 
is not readily available. 

(f) It is within the power of Provincial Governments to amend the 
Aet with the |)revious sanction of the Governor General, if they desire to 
do so, in order to reduce the registration fee, and the matter Avill be 
brought to their notice for .such action «is they may consider desirable. 

Prof. N. G. Banga ; Is it not a fact that it is in the power of the 
Governor General in ('ouncil to amend the rules made under this parti¬ 
cular Act in order to bring down the figure of Rs. 50 ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I have had that particular point 
examined, and llie inforuiation given to me is that this is a matter which 
ean best be dealt with by each Local Government. 

Mr. 0. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar : But Societies Registration Act is 
an All-India Aet ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Tt may be an All-India Act, but accord¬ 
ing to my information, the libraries are provincial libraries. 

Salt Tbade op Madbas. 

180. *Mr. C. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar : (a) Is it a fact that the 
exports of salt from Madras to Calcutta have been steadily decreasing 
during recent years t 
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(6) Are Government aware that large quantities of foreign salt are 
being dumped in Calcutta f 

(o) Are Government prepared to take steps to improve the expan¬ 
sion of salt trade from Madras to other places in India by putting adequate 
duties on foreign salt 1 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : (a) There was a steady decline 
in the three years ending with March, 19;W, but there was a noticeable 
revival in the year ending with March, 1935. 

(6) No. 

(c) The attention of the Honourable Member is drawn to the provi¬ 
sions of the Salt (Additional Import Duty) Act, 1931, which has been 
extended up to the 30th April, 1936. 

Factories working under the Monopoly System op Manupacturino Salt 
IN THE Madras Presidbnoy. 

181. ’"Mr. C. N, Muthuranga Mudaliar : (a) Is it a fact that the 
only factories working under the monopoly system of manufacturing salt 
in the Madras Presidency are (i) Polavaram, (it) the Ennore Group and 
(lit) the Karambalam block f 

(b) Is it a fact that all other factories in the Presidency work under 
the excise system 1 

(c) Are Government prepared to consider the advisability of intro¬ 
ducing the excise system uniformly for the factories referred to in part 

(a) above f 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : (a) Yes. 

(b) All the other factoric.s in the Presidency are worked under either 
the Excise or the Modified Excise system. 

(c) The (’entral lioar<l of Revenue have issued orders for the closure 
of the Monopoly factories in the Ennore group with effect from 1st 
January, 1936, and the existing licen.sees of these factories have been given 
the oi)tion of taking Modified Excise licenses. The Government will 
('xamiiie the question of the conversion of the remaining Monopoly facto¬ 
ries into Exchse or Modified Excise factories. 

Concession op Collecting or Making Salt in certain Taluqs op the 

Madras Presidency. 

182. ’'IVfr. C. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar : (a) What are the specific 
abuses referred to in paragraph 4 of the Administration Report of the 
Salt Department, Madras Presidency for 1933-34, which led to the with¬ 
drawal of the concession of collecting or making salt in Chingleput taluq f 

(b) Were the local residents in the tcUuq apprised of the abuses 
before the concession was withdrawn, and was any enquiry held 1 If so, 
will Government please place the results of the enquiry on the table of 
the House ? 

(c) If the residents were not previously warned, are Government 
prepared to re-introduce the concessions in that ialug once more on getting 
an undertaking from th6m against future abuses t 
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(d) Are Qovemment also prepared to allow this CMicession to the 
residents of the coastal villages in Ponneri and Saidapat ttUuqs t 

The Honourable Sir Janies Orlgg : (a) Salt much in excess of local 
requirements was removed from swamps in the Ohingleput taluq of the 
Chingleput District. Many cases of removal to distant places by carts 
and boats were detected. 

(6) The villagers in the taluq were given warning to the effect that 
if the abuse did not cease the concession would be withdrawn. The warn¬ 
ing was published in the villages on the 7th, 8th and 9th of September, 
1993. but the abuses continued. No formal enquiry was held, but the 
decision was reached on the basis of continual reports from the salt 
statf and the results of proceedings in the criminal courts. 

(r) Does not arise. 

;<i) The concession has not yet been withdrawn from the taluqs 
named in this part of the question. 

Mr. C. N. Muthnranga Mudaliar : Will it not be possible to grant 
the concession after getting an undertaking from the people f 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : I answered a lot of questions in 
the last Session about the machinery for applying for restoration of these 
concessions. That machinery still holds good. 

Position op Indians in Fiji. 

183. *Mr. C. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar: (a) Has the attention of 
Government been dra\vn to an article by ‘ Seafarer ’ in the Hindustan 
Times of the 17th March, 1935, regarding the position of Indians in Fiji f 

(5) Ts it a fact that restrictions are placed in the way of Indian 
settlers getting leases of land from the Fijian landlords for agricultural 
purposes ? 

(c) Are Government prepared to consider the advisability of sending 
out a Commission to enquire into the question of the land settlement in 
Fiji ? 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai: (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c) Under the Fiji Native Lands Ordinance of 1905, the 
consent of the Governor in (’ouncil is neces-sary to the lease of land by 
Fijian landlords to all non-Fijians, Indian or European. The Regulations 
relating to the conditions on which such consent is granted contained cer¬ 
tain j)rovisions which di.<scriminated against Indians in the matter of area 
of land and terms of lease, but these were deleted by the Ordinance of 
1933. The Government of India have made certain inquiries as to the 
actual working of the Ordinance and the relevant regulations. The ques¬ 
tion what further action on their part is necessary will be decided when 
the result of the.se inquiries becomes available. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar ; For how long have these in¬ 
quiries been going on f 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : The inquiry, Sir, if I remember aright, 
was addressed to the India Office about six weeks ago. 
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Be-of£nin6 of Salt Works in certain Places in the Madras Presidency. 

184. *Mr. C. N. Muthuran^ Mudaliar : {a) Is it a fact that 
Qovernmnnt have not been allowing the people in Kattur village, Ponneri 
taluq and Kandadu village in Tindivanam taluq, Madras Presidency, to 
work on salt pans in those places t 

(6) Are Government aware that the people have been put to heavy 
loss on account of stoppage of works t 

(c) Do Government propose to allow the people to re-open the salt 
w'orks in those places 1 

Vtr, A. H. Lloyd : (a) The Kattur Salt Factory is at present open 
and is being worked under the Monopoly System. Formal orders for the 
closure of this factory as a monopoly factory, with effect from 1st 
January, 1936, have isvsued but the existing licensees have been given the 
oi)tion to take modified excise licenses. The Kandadu Salt Factory waa 
closed in 1897 as there was no necessity for it. 

(b) The people have suffered no recent loss by the closure of the 
Kandadu Salt Factory which occurred many years ago. Government are 
now paying compen.sation in accordance with the provisions of the Madra.s 
Salt Act as this was not done at the time of the closure. Compensation 
admissible under the Act will also be paid to the licensees of the Kattur 
Salt Factory. 

(c) At present there is no necessity to re-open the Kandadu Salt 
Factory as adjoining factories arc overstocked and prices are very low. 

Ifr. Sami Vencatachelam Ohetty : It is a fact that the compensa¬ 
tion now offered is on the basis of the reduced dittam ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : Tlie dittam in recent years has been taken into 
consideration in fixin;; the compensation. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chetty : Reduced dittam ? 

Mr. A. H. Uoyd : 1 think the reduction of dittam has been taken 
into account, but, speaking from memory, the compensation has not been 
based on the lowest dittam. However, if the Honourable Member will 
put down a question, I shall try and give him the information. 

Mr. C. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar : Are the Government of India 
aware that the compensation offered is very inadequate 1 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : T am quite prepared to take it from the Honour¬ 
able lirember that there have been complaints of this. 

Prof. N. O. Banga : For how many years is this compensation to he 
paid ? Is it paid annually ? 

Mr. A. H. Uoyd : It is a lump sum. 

Otfioebs in Arohaxolooioal Survey. 

135. "'Mr. 0. K. Mnthnraziga Mudaliar: (a) Will Government 
please state who are the officers in Archoeological Survey with qualifications 
in : 

(«} Ardiiteetore ; and 
(tt) Archteology f 

lilSTIiAD p 
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(6) Do Government propose to consider the advisability of restricting 
the work of officers qualified in Architecture to purposes of conservation 
and ei^cavation ? 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai ; (a) A statement is laid on the table. 

(h) Financial considerations impose limits on the siz.e of the cadre 
which renders the Honourable ilember’s suggestion impracticable. 

Names of o/ficers in the Archaeological Department with qualifications in (i) Architec 

ture, and (ii) Archaeology, 

(i) Architecture, 

1. Mr. J. F. Blakiston. 

2. Mr. G. C. Chandra. 

3. Mr. H. H. Khan.. 

(ti) Archaeology, 

1. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Zafar Hasan. 

2. Mr. K. N. Dikshit. 

3. Mr. Mya. 

4. Mr. M. S. Vats. 

5. Mr. M. H. Kuraishi. 

6. Mr. JY. O. Majunidar. 

7. Hr. ^r. Nazim. 

8. Mr. TI. Ij. Srivastava. 

9. Mr. Q. M. Moneer. 


Countries with banned or restricted ImporTvS from India. 

18G. *Mr. C, N. Mnthuranga Mudaliar : {«) Will Ooveminent 

please state tiie names of <-onntvies which have either banned or restriotod 
the imjiort of Indian 5 i'<K)ds into their countries t 

(/>) ^Vhat is the amount of loss of trade caused to India by each oL' 
such countries ? 

(e) What steps have Government taken in r('}»ard to this matter ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : {a) and (o). Tim 
Honourable Member is i-eferred to the reply given by me to parts («), 
(c) and id) of ^Ir, T, S, A\inashilingam t^hettiar^s starred (luestion Mo. 
6 on tlie 2nd September, lOIlu. 

{h) Xo estimate of the loss to India on account of the.se restrictions 
can be made. 


Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May 1 know if the Government of 
India have rar-ed any objection to that ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have alrcadv 
replied on the supplementarie.s to the question to which I have referred. ‘ 

. ^ «”• Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : What is the answer to clause 

(c), Sir ? 


The pnourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I said that the 
Honourable Member is referred to previous replies given bv me to 
Mr, Chettiar’s question No. 6 on the 2ud September, 1935. ^ 
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Prof. N. O. Ranga : Will any attempt be made at all to estimate 
this loss of trade caused to India ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullab Khan : It is not possible 
to make any estimate of the loss of trade caused to India on account of 
these restrictions owing to the complexity of the factors that enter into 
the situation. 

Prof. N. O. Banga : In view of the recent establishment of an 
Industrial Research Bureau, will Government be pleased to refer this 
queslion to them for making the necessary estimate ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullali Khan : Which particular 
Research Bureau is the Honourable Member referring to ? 

Prof. N, G. Banga : The Honourable the Finance Member will 
answer it. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Again and again with refer¬ 
ence to answers (a) to (c), it has been said that negotiations are going 
on. Whenever anj^ other country put an embargo, are we to go on ])ros- 
trating every time ? Why don’t you immediately put a ban on the 
import of their articles ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : If the implica¬ 
tion is that our inquiries and efforts re.sult in nothing, I would draw the 
attention of the Honourable Member to tlie ease of Roumania. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : What has been tlic ease with 
regant io Italy ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have explained 
that corr(»sp()n(l(*nce slart(‘<i with Italy, and it was expected that the eor- 
respoiulence would lead to negotiations, but owing to the refusid of Italy 
to ‘<tart wdth an initial <M)ncession wiiieh had been considered as absolntoly 
nece.ssary before negotiations eonld start, that eorres])ondence is at the 
pr<‘seiit im)inent in aheyanee, and negotiations have not begun. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar ; Why have not retaliatory 
measures ])een taken agaiusi (’eylon since 1932, and wdiy has preference 
been slunvii to < VyloTies<» articles ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : How does that 
arise out of this (juestioii ? 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Yes, it does, part (c) of the 
question. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : My general 
answer to that eritiei.sm i.s that, wdth regard to a large number of these 
countries, the balance of trade is in favour of India I need not go on 
explaining the implications of that. I am sure. Honourable Members will 
understand that retaliatorj’^ measures become impossible under those con¬ 
ditions. 

Publication op Daily Lists op Exports and Imports by Customs Houses. 

1^7. ’'•Mr. Mathuradas Vissanji : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state, if it is a fact that Calcutta, Madras and Rangoon Custom Houses 
publish daily lists of exports and imports ? If so, what is the expendi¬ 
ture incurred by each Custom House in this regard, and what is the 
income received by the respective Custom Houses by way of subscrip¬ 
tions to these lists 1 

L187LAD no 
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(6) Will Government be pleased to state whether Bombay and 
Karachi Custom Houses publish such daily exports and imports lists 1 
If not, why not ? 

(c) Is it a fact that in Bombay and Karachi, the Bombay Chamber 
of Commerce and the Karachi Chamber of Commerce publish such daily 
lists ? If so, what facilities do the Bombay and Karachi Custom Houses 
give to the above-mentioned private agencies for such publications 1 

(d) Will Government be pleased to place on the table the compara¬ 
tive statements of subscriptions for daily exports and imports lists issued 
by the Calcutta, Madras and Rangoon Custom Houses and subscriptions 
charged by the Bombay and Karachi Chambers of Commerce for their 
daily lists ? 

(e) Is it a fact that recently the Indian Merchants^ Chamber, 
Bombay, approached Government with a request to arrange for publica¬ 
tion of such lists by Bombay and Karachi Custom Houses on the lines of 
the Calcutta, Madras and Ran&roon lists ? Is it also a fact that Govern¬ 
ment refused the above request ? If so, why t 

(f) Arc Government prepared to get the lists published by the 
Bombay and Karachi Custom Houses instead of assigning the same to 
private agencies ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : (a) Yes. A statement showing the income and 
expenditure is laid on the tabh\ 

{!)) and (c). At Bombay, dail}^ lists are published by the Bombay 
Chamber of Commerce. At Karachi, in accordance with an agreement 
reached in 1930, lists dealing mainly with foreign trade are issued by 
the Karachi Chamber of Commerce, aud lists dealing mainly with the 
coasting trade arc issued by the Joint Board of the Karachi Merchants^ 
Association and the Buyers’ and Shippers’ Chamber, Karachi. Since 
April, 1935, the Karachi Chamber has discontinued the publication of 
daily lists of imports and exports but has issued enlarged monthly state¬ 
ments. Clerks deputed by the.se bodies are allo^ved to w'ork in the 
Custom Houses and are given access to the relevant doeninent^. 

(irf) A statement is laid on the table. 

(e) and (/). A representation suggesting that the Bombay lists 
should be issued by the Bombay Custom House was received from the 
Indian Merchants’ Chamber in December, 1934 Government do not see 
sufficient reason for altering the existing practice, since they are not 
satisfied that if the work were undertaken by the Custom Houses they 
would be able to recover the cost without raising the rates of subscrip¬ 
tion. 


Statement I. 


Expenditure incurred hy Custom Houses on the publication of daily lists of experts 

and imports. 

Income, Expenditure, 

Rt. 


Calcutta .. 
Madras .. 
Rangoon .. 



Bs. 

20,241 

28,551 

6,589 

6,405 

18,446 

17,000 


JVote.—The Hgures for Calcutta relate to the calendar year 1934 and the tiffnres 
for Madras and Rangoon relate to the llnaneial year 1934-35. 
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Statement II. 

Annual sabscnptwn for Dcihf L of IniporLs and Exports. 


Bo. 

Calcutta— 

Import .. .. .. . • .. 100 

Export .. .. .. .. • • 100 

Madras .. .. .. .. .. 00 

Rangoon- - 

First copy .. .. .. .. .. ^^40 

ailditioiial »opy .. .. .. •• 1-0 

RoinOa v Ch:im]H*r of ('omiiK‘r<*o - 

Members .. .. .. . . .. 100 

>;on-iiioiii!)eis .. .. .. . . . • 320 


Karaebi (’hamber of <'ommert‘C (moiitlily staliincnts; .. lUO 

Joint Board of tbe Karachi Indian Merchants Association and 

{he Buyers’ and Shippers’ Chainber, K'lrathi .. .. 0 


Employment of Indian Seamen on Britisu Ships. 

is;s. -IVTr. Mathuradas Vissanji : Has tlie attention oi Govern 

nieiil been drawn to Iho Debate in the House oL* ( onuninm on the 4th 
Doeeinbor, and in the House of Lords on the 12th February, 1935, 

Avith reirard to subsidies in Dritish Tramp Shipping ? 

{h) Is it true that, in the course of the debates, Official Labour 
Opposition took up an anii-indian attitude, deinanding that no subsidy 
ftliould be given to any ^liip wliich employs Indian seamen, so long as 
tlif-rc AVcis unemployment among Avliite British seamen ? 

(a) Arc Government aware that some (.Companies owning some of these 
ships are receiving patronage from the Government of India in Mail 
subsidies and are also receiving freight on Indian products and on Indian 
imports, and in virtue thereof there is a general feeling among the public 
in India that there should be no interference witli the scope and employ¬ 
ment of Indian seamen 1 

(cl^ Do Government propose to make a represcntiition to the Secre¬ 
tary of Stfte on the subject, pointing out the .strong feeling thereon in 
India ? 

(e) Do Government support racial discrimination against Indians in 
this matter ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; (a) Yes. 

(b) Government are aware that certain Members of the Labour 
Party in the course of the debate advocated that the subsidy should be 
given only if employment was given by preference to European seamen. 

(c) So far as Government are aware, no subsidy has been giv(*n to 
a company having mail contracts with the Government of India. 

(d) In view of the statement made in the coui*se of the debate on 
behalf of 11 is Majesty's Governinoiit, ilic Gov^uMuiieiu of India consider 
it quite unnecessary to make any representation on the subject. 
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(e) Tlie question does not arise. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know what is the stat(*mciit of the 
Secretary of State 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Board of Trade slated : 

“ I jun asking the Committee to allow me to emphasise the eiiormoiis eonsetpionees 
and impliciitioiis of : ii\ suggestion that you ean subdivide Kritish nationality and 
allegiance iiit(» diffen it groups. 1 am content to say at the moment that the vast 
majority tlu\se 'ais are Hritish subjects^ entitled to J^ritisli jiassports and to 
all the ailv.intages of Uriti.sh citizenship to which any llonourable ember of tins House 
is entitled. 


rKKPARATIOXS TN InDIA POR A WaR IN ECROPK. 

181). ''Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether they are preparing for any war in Europe by any 
arrangements in India ; 

(/)) whether it is a fa^t that military contractors are being sounded 
about their capacity to supply provisions to the Army in 
certain eventualities ; and 

(f) whether tliere is any pnqiosal ti' increase or le-arraiige the 
distribution of armaments and forces in India ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : ia), (h) and (e"). No. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May 1 know, apart from any imm»‘iliate war, 
whether any contractors are being sounded m order to lest tlndr ea))acity 
to supply i)rovisions to the army ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : No. 

Government’s Policy with reoard to the Tribes on the North-West 

Frontier. 

100. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state ; 

ia) what their definite policy is with regard to their dealings with 
the tribes on the North-West Frontier ; 

(h) whether it is a policy of peaceful penetration, or of ultimate 
conquest ; and 

(c) which tribes are friendly, and which are unfriendly ? 

J. G. Acheson : (a) and (/>). The attention of the Honourable 
Member is inviti’d to He- ri*nly given ,nj the l‘?th Sfuiteinher 19118 to 
Mr. .Ma.swood Ahmad’s 'le'i’oj! No. SSO. 

(c) The pre.scnt position is that out of tlie great transborder tribes 
for which the Government of India is responsible, the Yusafzai, the 
Mohinnods. A,Iridis. |lw» th^ Wazir*' tbo Mahsuds. the 

Baluch, and the Br«‘ihni only one small clan on the Hazara border, three 
of the lesser Mobmand elan*.’, end ot;o of M:e Wazirs ean be described 
as hostile unfrie]»dlv. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Wliat ‘'s the jinswer of inn;] please ? 
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Mr. J. O. Acheson ; 1 have pleasure in reading it out. The answer 
given by Mr. Glancy was as follows : 

‘‘ The policy of the Government of India is to maintain the peace of the border 
and foster good relations with the tribes in the hope that in time civilisation will spread 
gradually through the tribal area. For further particulars regarding this policy, I 
would invite the attention of the iloiiourable Member to the speech made by Sir Denys 
Bray on the 5th March, I92.‘l, in this Assembly.^* 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Wliat are the means whicdi tin* Government of 
fndia are pursuing to s])r('a(l civilisation among tlicse tribes ! Air 
bombs ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : No, Sir. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Tlien, wliat arc the other means ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : Mainly tin' eonstruetion of roads. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : l^nt may I know whether they recognise the 
independent position of these tribes, or whether they consider them 
^eini-independent, whether they consider them hostile or friendly 1 
What is the exact relatioiislilp in the jnt<n*national law between Great 
Britain in India and these unfortunate tribes 2 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : The question contains an innuendo, but I will 
overlook that. The position is that the tribes arc with India, though 
not with British India, and the Government of India is resjionsible for 
them. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Wliat is meant by India 1 Is it an independent 
state 1 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : The (j nest ion raises difTicult legal point with 
which I am not prepared to deal ofThand. The status of the tribal 
territory has in tlie ])ast been described as that of Indian States, but I 
understand that there will be in future an alteration in status as a result 
of the new Constitution Act. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : is any attempt being made to make honour¬ 
able pt'ace with these tribes ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : (Vrtainly. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May T know with regard to the answer to clause 
(b) of the question, whether it is the policy of ultimate conquest of 
these tribes 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : I do not think that that inferonc'C can be put 
on the statement of policy which T have made. 

Dr. Khan Sahib : Is it a fact that a tribe of the Mohmand llalimzais 
has been helped by the Government with rifles and money to fight the 
Upper Mohmaiuls in order to create a feeling of blood feud among 
them ? Ts it for hel])ing or destroying them • 

Mr. J. G. Acheson ; It is a fact that the Ilalimzai Mobmands are in 
friendly relations with the Government and they have always carried out 
their relations loyally since they entered into them They have been 
helped in repelling attacks upon them by the Upper Mobmands, but 
the rest of the Honourable Member’s statement I cannot admit. 
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Mr. S. Batyamurti: Is it the policy of the Goyenuneut to make these 
.rib" "it ./«ns tlu.,»»«lvr«. in ..r,lrr t.; junt.f.v Ibr ... 

expenditure on the North-West FvoDiiov . 

Mr. J. O. Acbeson : Coriaiuly not. thu' of the main (hniciijties js 
fjie maintaining of peace anwu^ the tribes, and one of our ehiet loes 
is that of arbitrator between warrin^j: seetions. 

Wound received by Mr. L. W, B. II. BEiST, Political Agent in the 

Malakand Agency. 


191. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will (icvorninoiil be pleased to state : 

(a) the circumstances under which Mr. L. W. B. H. Best of the 

Indian Civil Service, Political Agent in the Malakand Agency 
Area, was mortally wounded in action on the lltli of April ; 

(b) the causes which led to this incident ; and 

(r) what the relations are betAveen Goveriuiieut and the Faqir of 
Alingar I 

Mr. J. O. Acheson : (a) and (h). The information is contained in 
the Associated PrCvSs mcssagi* from Peshawar, dated the 16th April, 1935, 
which cippeared in the Cinl and Militatij (lazetli of tlio 17th Ain-il and 
other newspaiiors. 

(c) The Fa(|ir of Alingar has not entered into relations with Govern¬ 
ment. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: Is he an en(in\ ol* tin* Government ? 

Mr. J. 6. Acheson : 1 think tliat is a pretty fair dcsciption of the 
person in (piostion. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: Did Govenimeni make any ciupiiry into the 
causes of this unfortunate incident after tho Associated l*ress me.ssage 
and really satisfy theinsehes that the iclegraia sent out was accurate ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : 'J he facts iriA'cri in the t(d«*m ani Avere sidistan- 
tially correct. 

BIr. S. Satyamurti : Did Governinen? investigate and find out 
whether the facts were aeeui*atc ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : The (Jovernment Avere already aware of the fa('ts. 


Article in the Aynrita Bazar Patrika about the Faqir of Alingar. 

192. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will GoA^eriiment bt* pleased to state : 

(а) whether their attention has been drawn to an article in the 

Amrita Bazar Patrika about the Faqir of ^ingar ; 

(б) whether the facts stated therein are correct ; and 

(c) the reasons why this Faqir of Alingar goes on creating 
trouble 1 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : (a) Yes. 

(6) No Sir. There has been .some ecniftision of tAvo distinct actions ; 
but the article is correct in suggesting that the Alingar Faqir is an 
incorrigible fomenter of armed rebellion in the tribal territory. 
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(<■) Ilis chief motive is believed to be to gain power among the 
ignorant and turbulent tribesmen. 

Dr. Khan Sahib : Is it a fact that on the Frontier there is a 
rinnour that the Fa()ir of Alingar is bribed by some of the political 
officers in order to create tins trouble 1 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : I have jiever heard the rumour, and 1 should 
think it has only to be stated to condemn itself. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Does this Faqir of Alingar possess a ehariued 
person t 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : T shiodd be very gbol if the llonoii.iiole Mem¬ 
ber will give me sonie information on that ptont 1 have iiotu* my¬ 
self. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti; .\i" (!o\<TPtnent heiries^ 'n this matter;! 

Prohibition op certain Iiipoim from I’EiistA ,\nu Afohanistax into 

CERTAIN PaKBS OF InJjI-V. 

193. ’"Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will G<)V(;rniuoiit be plensed to state : 

(a) whether it is a fact that the proliibition of certain imports from 
Persia into British India and into the Balueliistaii Agency 
territories has been extended to imports from Afghanistan 
as well as into the Political Agencies of the Xorth-West 
Frontier Province ; 

(h) the reasons therefor ; and 

(c) what the effect of such prohibition has been ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : (u'J Yes. 

(h) The protection of the revenues of India. 

(e) Imports of the prohibited articles liave liccn eliccked. 

Mr. S, Satyamurti : May I ask for sonn» more elueidation than is 
contained in the eryptic answer “ The protection of the revenues of 
India ? How were they going to he ailversely affected by these 
imports from Afghanistan not having been prohibited’ 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Tiiere is no land enstonis line 
there. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Was there any question of smuggling ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : A great deal. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : To what extent f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I will try and find out some 
information. 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : A very large number of artieb's liable to heavy 
duties had been landed on the coast of Makran and the eastern part of 
Iran and were finding their w'ay over this frontier into British India. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : lias the prohibition been effeetive ’ 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : It bas been particularly (dfeetive 
in the case of silver. Owing to tbe reduction of tlie import duty hsst 
April, tbe inducement for smuggling is substantially less. 
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Mr. 8. Satyamnrti: What about other articles / 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I iinswcr 

notice, except in so far as it is covered by my general answer that am- 
ports have been checked. 

Effect of the Fixation of Import Duty on Broken Rice. 


194. *Mr. S. Satyamurti ; Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) the effect of the fixation of the import duty on broken rice, in 
so far as the imports of rice and paddy into Madras are 
concerned ; 

(If) whether the import duty has had the desired effect ; and 
(c) whether Government propose to take any further action in the 
matter t 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : uM and (/>). I 
lay on flu* tabic a siafcnu'iW mji inijxn^ts of rice and paddy from 

forciirn ('ounfric'; into tUo Madras Trcsidcncx up (f) duly. IDdo. jmd also 
a comparative statement of prices of all (piaiitios of rice at Madras ports 
ill April and July iluriiiy; the three years 19JJ, 19J4 and It);!,*). It is too 
early as yet to expnss an opinion on the (dVeetIveness of the new duty 
whieli came into force only on the Ulh April, 19Jr). hut prices have 
generally risen since tlien aiul are substantially higher than thosi» pre¬ 
vailing in April and July of 19‘lt and 19JJ. 

(c) No, Sir. 


Imports of rice frtnn foreign r&untrits in o Madrns Presidency. 


Hire. Hrokon rire. Paddy. 


I 






Tons. 

Tons. 

i Tons 

Aup;iiRti, 1934 .. 




4,109 

17,713 

1 10,516 

September, 1934 




7,203 

11,426 

■ 6,708 

October, 1934 .. 




2,032 

35,402 

1 

16.794 

November, 1934 




3,860 

2.3,591 

1 

i 8.449 

December, 1934 




4,875 

29,073 

26,093 

Janiiarj’, 1935 .. 




1,395 

4,396 

1,517 

February, 1935 




3,138 

13,213 

3,935 

March, 1935 




6,008 ' 

1 

27,7.58 

I 

April, 1935 



• • , 

007 j 

4,518 

1 

, 1,442 

May, 1935 




500 

1 

j 

1 

10,548 

June, 1935 

•• 

•• 

• • 

1 

4 

.. 

7,363 

July, 1935 

•• 

•• 

• • : 

506 

1 

.. 

8,484 
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Statement thawing the prieet of all qualitiee of rice at Madras Ports. 


Centre ami quality. 

Year. 

Prices in 
April. 

Prices in 
July. 


i 

(last week), j 

(as on I9th 
July). 

MfuIruM — 


(In rupees p>r maurid.) 

Cnieuita Xn^jara Bulled 

lO.W 

3-33 

3*86 


um 

3-.3r» 

3 8.3 


193.) 

383 , 

408 

Ou-nimda Boilf'd Dolti 

93.3 

•; i)i 

3 01 


931 

2 82 

2-94 


93,. 

3 • .55 

.3-60 

Banstoun Boiled Milrhar 

93.3 

2-7« 

2-88 


934 

2-70 

2-82 


93r» 

.3- 11 

3-.54 

Haw Broken A1 

1033 

2-.7.5 

2-67 


1934 

21« 

2-,)5 


1935 

.3-21 

3*34 

Calicut — 

Cocanada Boiled 

193.3 

1 

2-4S 

2-79 


1934 

2-91 

3-09 


193.“) 

3* 0.5 

.3-85 

Rangoon Milohar Rice 

1933 

2*41 

2-73 


1931 

2-.54 

2-73 


1935 

.i-.w I 

3.59 

Rangoon Raw Broken 

19.33 

2-.V. 

2*.59 


1934 

2-25 

2-25 


19,45 

3 04 

3-23 

Cochin — 

Inferior Milcber Burma II 

19.3.3 

2-32 

2*38 


1934 

2-32 

2-76 


19.35 

.3-51 

3-45 

Siam Broken Al 

193.3 

212 

2-22 


1931 

1-93 

2-39 


1035 

3-24 

3-34 


Mr. S. Satyamurti : Are Oovernnient juvarf of tho faot that, very 
recently, there have been inereas<*fl iniporis nf Siamese rii*e into the 
Madras Pr&sideney a.<j compared with thc> period inst after the levy of 
the import duty f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafmllah Khan : I think, if T read 
out a few figures supplementinar those in the stateeient wliieh I have laid 
on the table, the ITnnournble Member will be able to see the position 
quite clearly. Tn May, 1035, there was ininort of rice to the extent of 
500 tons and the import of paddy w^as 10.51S. Tn -Tune. 1035. the import 
of rice was four tons as compared with June, 1934—14,620 tons. Imports 
of paddy in June, 1935—^7,363 tons as compared with June, 1934—15,884 
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tom. la Julr. im iinporto o[ ri™ -W («»» 

tons in the previous your find imports oi pmhj} ' ^ | , 

5,600 previously. JJojioiinihie JUt'iiihers « ilJ set* Jiuit f lero has « 

slight increase in imports in July. IM.*. as against paddy, but the 
of paddy and rice imported in July, lUJo, is iniicdi less than I no total Ot 
paddy and rice imported in duh, 1934. 


Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chetty : Is the Honourable the Coninieree 
Member aware thai just before ihe Aid m le\y a duty on imporiod rice, 
there was a very heavy impoetfilion of broken nee and paddy in the 
Madra; Presidency 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : 1 have laid on the 
table all the li^nires for tin* last twelve months. 


Prof. N. G. Ranga : Does iios imdnde broken ri<'e ! 

The Honourable Sir Muhannaad Zafrullah Khau : The li^Mires 1 have 
quoted, namely, 500, 4, tnd 506 for May, dune and July, P'35, aia* for 
rice and broken rie*' touetln r. bn! n]‘ ' • A[>ril 1035, be^diuiing with 
Aujrust. 1934, in the statement whieh 1 ha' e laid on the table, figures are 
given for riee and broken riee sf'parately. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chetty : Does not the Honourable Member 
think that tin' reduction in the import^ oi rice firm May last might have 
been due partly lo the larger imports earlier than May and alsr) to the otf- 
season for importation of rice ! 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafnillrh Khan : I have no means 
of judging at ])re.sent, but, pos.sibly, a few months lienee, a eomparison 
of the figures will enable me to arrive at some eoneluslon with regard to 
it. 


Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chetty : Ts tin* IIr)noural)h* the Commerce 
Member aware that already complaints arc jiouring in to the Government 
of India that imports are increasing ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Some complaints 
have been received to that effect, but the figures do not seem to justify 
them. 

Mr. C. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar : May I know from the Honourable 
Member that more than 3.000 tons of rice and paddy have been imported 
into the Madr,‘IS Presidency in the eourse of August 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have not yet 
received the August figures. 

Dr. T. S. S. Bajan : Has the import duty raised the price of rice and 
paddy 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Yes. The figures 
I have laid on the table justify that conclusion. That is with regard t j 
both broken rice and riee, the price has gone up. 

Dr. T. S S. Bajan ; The import duty is only on broken rice f 
The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Tea. 
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Sending op British Troops to Indu. 

195. ’■‘Mr. 8. Satyamiirti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether there has been any change in the practice of sending 

British troops to India ; 

(b) whether more senior troops are now being drafted for India 

with resultant increase in cost ; and 

Cc) if so, the reasons therefor f 

Mr. O. B. F. Tottenham : (a) and (b). No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. S. Satyamnrti : May I take it, therefore, that the same practice 
which prevailed before still continues 1 

Mr. Ct. B. F. Tottenham : That is the meaning of my answer. 

Mr. 8. 8at3ramurti : Then the statements in the newspapers on this 
subject are inaccurate ? 

Mr. Q. B. F. Tottenham : If there have been any such statements, 
they must have been inaccurate. 

Disabilities suffered by Match Manufacturers in British India. 

196. *Mr. 8. 8atyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(а) whether their attention has been drawn to a statement by the 

Association of Indian Match Manufacturers, B<»mbay, as 
published by the Associated Press, regarding the disabilities 
suil'ered by match manufacturers in British India ; 

(б) whether Government propo.se to take any steps to remove the 

disabilities under which the match industry is suffering ; 
and 

(c) if not, why not ! 

Mr. A. H. Uoyd : (jovernriieiit have seen only a press report of the 
statement to which the Honourable Member refei's. Any representation 
which may be received from the Association of Indian Match Manufac¬ 
turers or from other representatives of the industry will naturally be 
carefully considered. 

Prof. N. 0. Ranga : In view of the large increase in the price of 
matches, do Government propose to fix the maximum price for a match 
box ? 

Kr. A. H. Lloyd : There is no such proposal before Government. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Are Government considering the question of 
Ihe abolition of the excise duty at least on the smaller match factories t 

Mr. A. H. Uoyd : No. 

Mr. 8. Satyamnrti: Why f 

The Bononrable Sir James Origg: That is a separate question. If 
the Honourable Member puts down a question, I will give him the usual 
answer that Government do not give advance notice of their intentions in 
regard to taxation. 
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Prof. N. O. Ranga : Is it not because of this excise duty on matches 
that the demand for matchwood produced by Government in their Anda¬ 
man forest has gone down 1 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg: I think it is extremel}’^ likely that the 
heavy tax on matches has reduced the consumption. There can be no 
doubt about that, but T wouJd point out to the Honourable Member that, 
as far as I remember, the excise duty in itself is no more burden on tho 
consumer than the corresponding customs duty. 


STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE. 

Information promised in reply to the starred question No. 138 asked by Mr, M. 

Mastvood Ahmad on 19th July^ 1934. 

Transfers of the Assistant Commissioners of Income-tax. 

The answer is in the negative. 

If^ortmlion 'promised in reply to unstarred question No. 92 asked by Mr. 
Bhuput Sing on the 20lh August, 1934. 

NoN-CoNHRMATIOX op CERTAtX ClERKS IX THE OpFIOES OP THE TeLEORAPH 
Storeyart), Aliporr, Calcutta. 

(a) The undennentione<l I've ollieers are at present located in the Telegraph 
Htoreyard, Alipore : 

(/) Ofliee of the Controller of Telegraph Stores, Alipore, 

(n) Odiee of tlie Klcetrical Kngineerin-Chief, Alipore, 

{in) Oi1ic(‘ of the Superintendent of Telegraph Workshops, Alipore, 

(ir) Office of the nivisionnl Engineer, Ka^tern Wir»‘l»ss Division, Alij)()re, 

(v) Office of the Accounts Officei, Telephone Heveinie, Store'* and Woikshops, 
Alipore. 

Kxcept in the ofliee of the Contioll i ni’ Tel.’; 4 i;»ph Stores tln re ;tie. no clerks who have 
been in temporarv service for seveij i.r ei'jlit v*;ns, lojt in th.ai office there were 
clerks with tein])orary service ranging from two to nine years. 

(f>) Tile qncstivm of the re-organisation of the office of the CWtroller of 
Telegraph Stoies has been inulor consideration for some time, bnl for administrative 
and financial reasons it was not jiossiblo for some time to bring the tem]»orary 
staff of the office on to the permanent establishment. Hut in March last, after !i 
decision had been arrived at as to tlie rc-organisation of the office, orders were issued 
to bring tho temporary staff on to the permanent establishment with effect from the 
1st April, 1935. 

(c) As regards the lii.'.t p:. » • 'pii* ikii d is a fact that officials appointed 
on a temporary basis are not eligible for increments. As regards the second part the 
rules apply to all classes of Government servants and Government do not consider that 
there is any case for their amend incut on the linos suggested by the Honourable 
Member. 

Information promised in reply to starred question No. 163 asked by Mr. V. V. 
Giri on the 12th February^ 1935. 

Leave Reserve for each Category of Employment on State Railways. 

Government are informed that it is the practice on State-owned Railways to 
provide regular leave reserve for certain categories of staff in the different Depart- 
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ments and to take gubstituteti in leave vacancies in other categories. The provision of 
regular leave ri'servc which depends on local conditions varies considerably. It is not 
possible to specify percentage of substitutes taken in leave vacancies as the number 
of such vacancies fluctuates considerably from time to time. 


Information promised in reply to starred question No. 751 asked by Sardar 
Mangal Singh on the 8th March, 1935. 

Demotions and Suprbsessions in certain Divisions of the East Indian 

Railway. 

The Ajfoiit, Fhist rndijiii Railway, reports : 

(a) If the question relates to the travelling ticket examiner on the Moradabad 
Division referred to in tlie ausi\er to question 440 (a) <|noted whose former substantive 
pay prior to the introduction of the Moody-Ward skdieine was Rs. 160 per mensem 

phts Rs. oO consolidated allowance and who was absorbed as a travelling ticket 

examiner under the Moody-VVanl scheme in the grade Rs. 70—.>—thl, the position is 
as follows :— 

In accordance with the orders communicated in the Riiilwny Board’s letter 

No. 822-K.(r., dated the 22nd December, 10.*>2, to absorb higher paid 

travelling ticket examiners in posts carrying rates of pay erpiivalent or 
as near as possible to the rates of pay drawn bv them in their substantive 
])osts jirior to their absorption in the Moody-W^ard scheme, this travelling 
ticket examiner was subsequently appointed as assistant heml ticket 
colle<'tor (grade 110 -5—HO) and was allowefi to continue to draw 
Rs. KiO per mensem but the consolidated allowance was discontinued as 
the post in whiefi he ^^as appointed involved stationary duties. 

(h) and (e). An assistant head ticket collector «lrMN\mg pay at Rs. 140 in the 
grade Rs. 110—5—MO was ]ir(»ninted to the grade of junior inspector of tickets in the 
gra<ie Rs. I.IO--lO- -lOn when the individual refeired to in part (o) to this question 
was still a travelling ticket examiner in grade Rs. 70.—.5—05. The former being in 
a higher grade nas senior to the lattt*r, 

(f/) and ((}). T would refer the Hononriible Member to the information laid on 
tlie table of the House, in leply to question Xo. 301 askisl by Dr. X. B. Kharo on the 
0th April, Hh'tn. 

(c) and (/). (lovernment are unable to make enquiries as the Honourable Member 
has not <|un{<'d s]>ecitie crises in \\hich supersessions have taken place. 

(/i) The Agent, Rast Tiidian Railway, reports : 

The answer to the lirst pait of the question is ill the aninuative, but with this 
(|ualifieatiou that the restoration A\as limitefl to such as were eligible ami 
exercised the option accorded. There are no grades under the Moody- 
Ward scheme equivalent to old Kast Indian Raih^ay grades, mentioned 
in the question. 

(i) Absorption of “ the hohlers of the restored substantive grades ” in grades 
in the Moody-Ward scheme commensurate with their pay is a matter dependent not 
only on the availability of \^icanc ' in .'su ii graiies but also on the ability of the men 
concerned and their qualifications to be considered suitable for holding such grades. 
There can, therefore, be no rigid direction that all who were restored to their old scales 
of pay should be absorbed indisi'riuniiately in vacancies within any fixed limit of 
time. 


(.?) (^opy of Railway Board’s letter No. 822-K.ri., dated the 22iid December, 1982, 
to the Agent, East Indian Railway, is attached herewith. It ui.ay, however, be men¬ 
tioned that notwithstanding the option given under certain conditions for the election 
of old substantive grades the policy is that the holders of such posts should be con¬ 
sidered for vacancies in existing higher scales which approximate in value as nearly 
as possible to the pay drawn by them in the old scales. 
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Copj/ of letter No. 8^2-E.G., dated the December, 19d^, from the Director, 

Eailway Board, to the Agent, Bast Didian Railway. 

Ticket Cueckinq Staff. 

With reference to the correspondence endings with your letter No. 157, dated the 
i^5th August, 1932, I am directed to state that, while the liailway Board are con¬ 
vinced that there is no justification for paying the ticket inspecting or examining staff 
mileage allowance as running staff, they are inclined to think tfiat some considera¬ 
tion should be shown to those employees who now hold the posts of Travelling Ticket 
Examiners and who, prior to the Crew System, held permanent posts of Travelling 
Ticket Inspectors in a substantive capacity and drew a mileage or running allowance, 
in view of the comparatively large reduction in their emoluments. The Governor 
General has accordingly decided, as an ex gratia measure, that with effect from the 
Ist December, 1932, the following scale of monthly consolidated travelling allowances 
should be sanctioned to such eniiHoyees : 

Per mensem. 

Bs. 

For staff drawing less than Bs. 100 .. .. 35 

For staff drawing Bs. 100 and over but less than Bs. 200 .. 50 

For staff drawing Bs. 200 and over .. .. .. 65 

2. I am further to state that the Bailway Board have decided that an employee 
who held a permanent post in a substantive capacity as a Travelling Ticket Inspector 
prior to the introduction of the Grew System and who on the introduction of the 
Crew- System and who on the introduction of the Moody-Ward Scheme is now assigned 
duties the same or approximately the same as he discharged prior to the introduction 
of the Crew System should be allowed the option, with effect from the introduction 
of the Moody-Ward scheme, of retaining the scale of pay applicable to the permanent 
poet held by him in a substantive capacity prior to the introduction of the Moody- 
Ward scheme with the benefit of increments therein. With a view to reducing the 
extra expense arising from the grant of this concession the Board desire that such 
employees should be considered for promotion to higher posts for which they may be 
qualified as vacancies occur in such posts. 

3. I am to add that the Hailway Board do not .agree with the recommendation 
nia<ie in paragraph 29 of the ‘ lleport of the roinmittec appointed to consider the 
appeals received from the Ticket (Hiecking Staff absorbed in the Moody-Ward Scheme 
on the East Indian Railway \ The Railway Board are of the opinion that if a 
mistake has been ma<le it should be rectified and the pay of the staff in question 
reallixed in the manner suggested in paragraph 20 of the Report, vis., in the lower 
grade of Rs. 37—3—.12, the number of posts in this grade being temporarily increased 
as jiroposed in paragraph 29 of the roinniittee’s report, the men in question being, 
however, allowed to retain the rate of pay actually drawn by them at present, and the 
difference treated as personal ]):iy to be ab‘iorb(Ml in future increments. The Board 
v;ould like >ou to take steps accordingly unless you have any further representation 
to make on this point. 


InformtUion promised in reply to unstarred question No. 165 asked by Mr. 

B. B. Varma on the 9th March, 1935. 

Treating of Locomotive Assistant Running Shed Foremen as (Continuous 
Workers on the East Indian Railway. 

(a) The Agent, East Indian Railway, reports that the daily duty hours of the 
Assistant Running Shed Foremen a1| Bandel, Ondal, Allahabad, and Tundla are 12 
and that they are classified as * Supervisory ' and that their classification as such is 
based on the nature of the duty they perform in accordance with the Hours of Employ¬ 
ment Regulations. 

(h) The question whether they should continue to be treated as Supervisoiy staff 
or should be treated as continuous workers and brought under the Hours of Employ¬ 
ment Regulations is under investigation by the Supervisor of Railway Labour. If 
the conditions of work of these employees justify a reclassification from supervisory 
to continuous, necessary action will be taken in due course. 
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Inforn^ion promised in reply to urhstarred qmstion No. 207^ asked by Mr. N. M 4 
Joshi, on the 9th March, 1935. 

Action taken on the Resolutions adopted at the Conference of the 
East Indian Railway Employees’ Association. 

Govorumont are informed that the Association referred to by the Honourable 
Member has not, so far, been reeognised by the Agent, East Indian Railway, and 
consequently he is not bound to eonsltler representations which may be made by that 
y\s 80 ciation either direct or by means of resolutions. The Agent, East Indian Railway, 
reports that he, nevertheless, took action on resolutions which concerned the East 
Indian Railway Administration. He accepted resolutions Nos. 7, 10 and 19. Resolu¬ 
tions Nos. 4, 9, 11, 11-B, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 20 and 21 were not accepted. As 
regards the matter dealt with in resolution No. 13, orders have since been issued 
that arrangements should be made for the provision of Box KhalUmcg for the carriage 
of boxes of all classes of drivers when circumstances render this necessary. The 
matter referred to in resolution No. 6 is under consideration. As regards resolution 
No. 5, the Honourable Member is referred to the replies given to starred questions 
Nos. 1545 and 1516 asked by Bhai Parma Nand in the Legislative Assembly on the 
5th April, 1935. It is understood that thf statements made in resolutions Nos. 8, 18 
and 25 are not based on facts. 


Infomuttion promised in reply to starred question No. 957 asked by Mr. Sri 
Prakasa on the 21st March, 1935. 

Examination hbld at Chandausi for thk Selection of Candidates fob 
Assistant Station Masters’ Course. 

The Agent, East Indian Railway, reports : 

“(o) Yes. 

(b), (c) and (d). Requests for application forms together with the fee were 
required to reach the Divisional Huperintemleiit ^s office, Moradabad, not later than the 
2Sth December, 1934. Accordingly, application forms w’ere correctly issued up to 
the 28th December, 1934, afternoon. Candidates who obtained the application forms 
oil payment of Re. 1 up to the 28th December, 1934, were given time to submit their 
applications up to the 4th .lanuary, 193.>. Application forms received after the 4th 
January, 1935, were not considered. 

(e^ Applicants were required to be qunlihed in telegraphy with a speed of 20 
words per miniito in receiving and sending. Several of the candidates who passed 
the test or wore finally selected did not attain a speed of 20 w'ords a minute in tele- 
gra))hy. The final selection did not necessarily depend only on the speed in telegraphy. 
Some candidates with higher spi*e<l in telegraphy were not selected as the Selection 
Hoard did not eonsi<ler tln’iii otherwise suitable. 

(/) 96 candidates with bettoi rlaims and qualifications were selected .for the* 
Telegraphy Test, i.c., four times the number required. The fee of Re. 1 was not 
refunded in terms of the adv<Mtisement. 

(g) This was due to late arrival of the train by which an officer of the com¬ 
mittee was returning to Headejnartors. The Selection Board had to sit late in order 
to avoid inconvenience to candidates who would otherwise have had to remain at 
Moradabad for another day. 

(h) 13. 

(i) Six candidates were selected for signallers’ posts. Candidates having a higher 
siaed in telegraphy but otherwise considered unsuitable by the Selection Board were 
not selected.* ’ 

(./) No. The candidates not selecled were not consi<lered suitable for appoint¬ 
ment. 

L187LAD 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. <. 


544 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. <. [GtH SeP. 1936. 

Information promised in reply to unstarred (fueHion No. 238, tsshed by Sir 
Muhammad Yakuba co% the 25th Mardi, 1935. 

Candidates for Legislative Assembly Election who lost their 

Securities. 

lA^ of candidates whose deposits in re forj* ifrd und^r rvle J2{3) of the fjegislative Assembly Electoral 
Rnhs \n u'tfh the general eleetion rf Ifj34, 


Name. Constituency. 


I. Mr. V. Subrahmanyam 

J. Mr. T. Kanthimathinatha I’illai 
1 . Mr. P. Varadarajuln Nayudii 

L Mr. T. R. Venugopal Chetti .. 

►. Kalami Sahib J. A. alias Nawah Sahib 

L Mr. J. M. Mehta 

Mr. A. O. Koreishi .. 

I. Mr. Narayan Ilamji Ounjal .. 

I. Mr. Baburao \'i8hwanatha Hatane 

. Capt. Sardar Bhimrao Xngojirao 
Patankar. 

. Mr. Nasservanji Navroji AnKle.Mria 

I. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt 

I. Mr. Joy Kumar Singh Dudhoria 

. Rai Bahadur Rameshwar Prasad Bagla 

. Mr. Yusuf Imam 

. Mr. Khayali Ram 

. Kunwar Gajendra Pal Singh .. 

. Sardar Rajindra Singh 
. Resaldar Anup Singh 
. Mr. Jagat Narain Lai 
. Mr. Ram Krishna Jha 
, Mr. N. K. Ohaudhuri 
Khan Bahadur H. M. Wilayatullnh 
Mr. Kunjilal Dube ,. 

Rao Sahib Baburao Ramji 
. Mr. S. G. Jog 
, Mr. Maganlal 


East Godavari. West Godavari cum Kistna 
(Non-Muhammadan Rural). 

Madura and Raninad curn Tinnevelly (Non- 
Muhammadan Rural). 

Salem and Coimbatore curn North Arcot (Non- 
Muhammadan Rural). 

Tanjore cum Trirhinopoly (Non-Muhammadan 
Rural). 

North Madras (Muhammadan). 

Bombay (’ity (Non-Muhammadan l^rban). 
Bombay (-entral Division (Muhammadan Rural). 


Bombay Central Division (Non-Muhammadan 
Rural). 


I Bombay N(/rthr*rn Division (Non-M\d)ammadan 
j Rural). 

I Biirdwan Division (Non-Muhammadan Rural). 

I 

Presidency Divi.sion (Non-Muhammadan Rural). 

[ Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions (Non-Muham- 
, madan Rural). 

j Ignited Provinces Southern Divisions (Muham- 

I madan Rural). 

i-| 

>Agra Division (Non-Muhammadan Rural). 


East Punjab (Sikh). 

West Punjab (Sikh). 

Patna cum Shahbad (Non-Muhammadan). 

Darbhanga cum Saran (Non-Muhammadan). 

Chota Nagpur Division (Non-Muhammadan). 

Central Provinces (Muhammadan). 

Central Provinces Hindi Divisions (Non-Muham¬ 
madan). 

^Berar (Non-Muhammadan). 

Ajmer-Merwara (General). 




Iv^ormaiion promised in reply to starred question No. 1012 asked by Mr. C. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar on the Ma/rch, 1935. 

Attached Offices of the Govebnmevt of India Secretariat. 

Btatemejjt. 
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One port to be filled ap from Irt April 1930. 
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Infonnation promised in reply to part (b) of starred question No. 1038 asked by 
Mr. A. K. Fuilul Iluq on the f^th March, 1935. 

Beoovbby of House Rent from Ticket Collbctobs on the East Indian 

Railway. 

(b) Yea. Applicationa for rcmiaRioii in whole or in part are being considered 
on the merits of each case. 


Information promised in reply to starred question No. 1235 asked by Pandit 
Sri Krishna Dutta Paliwal on the 30th March, 1935. 

Heabino of Appeals by the Divisional Superintendent of the 
Allahabad Division, East Indian Railway. 

(a) The Agent, East Indian Railway, reports that it is not a fact that appeals 
in the Allahabad Division are always left to bo disposed of by the very officers who 
initiate the punishment. Government do not consider that any useful purpose will 
be served by collecting statistics of appeals personally enquired into by Divisional 
Superintendent, Allahabad, in which the orders of subordinate authority were 
reversed. 

(h) Yes, in the cases which are covered by the Rules regulating the discharge 
and dismissal of State Railway non-gazetted Government servants. 

(e) The ("hief Operating Superintendent personally reviews all appeals that lie to 
him under the Rules. 

(d) The orders of the Divisional Superintendent are reversed only if the Chief 
Operating Superintendent on examining the grounds of an appeal which lies to him 
finds that the orders of the Divisional Superintendent are not justifted. 

Information promised in reply to starred question No. 1355 asked by Dr. N. B. 

Khare on the 2nd April, 1935. 

Applicability of certain Paragraphs of the State Railway Open Line 
Code, Volume II, on State Railways. 

Many of the rules contained in paragraphs 155 to 302, 319 to 384 and 403 and 
Appendix 8 of State Railway Open Line Code, Volume TI, have been superseded by 
new rules and regulations. An up to date Establishment Manual is under preparation 
at presi^nt, a copy of which will be placed in the Library of the House when 
ready. 

Paragraphs 562 to 589 have been superseded by Volume I of Railway Audit and 
Account Code. 

Appendix 2 of the State Railway Open Line Code, Volume TI, has been super¬ 
seded by Book of Financial Powers. 

Appendix 3.—The rules for issue of free passes are at present undergoing 
revision, a copy of which will be placed in the Library of the House when ready. 

Appendix 5 is still operative. 

Appendix 6 has boon superseded by the State Railway Code (Revised). 

Appendix 10 has been amended to some extent by later orders. 


ESLECTTON OF A MEMBER TO THE TMPERIATj COUNCIL OF 
AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH AND ITS GOVERNING BODY. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Order, order. 
12 Noon. ^ inform the Assembly that upto 12 noon on 

. , Thursday, the .5th September, 1935, the time fixed for 

receiving nominations for the Imperial Council of Agricultural Reacarch 



ILBOTION OF A MEMBER TO THE IMPERIAL COUNCIL OF AORICULTURAL 549 
RESEARCH AND ITS COVERNINU B01>Y. 

Biid its Governing liody, only one nomination was received. As there 
is only one vacancy I declare Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali to be duly elected 
to the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research and its Governing 
body. 


THE CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL. 

Mr. President (Tlie Ilonourahlo Sir Abdur Rahim) : The lluu.vj 
will now resume consideration of the following motion moved ye.sterday 
by the Honourable Sir Henry Craik : 

“ That tho Bill to iiineiid the Criminal Law be taken into consideration/’ 

Mr. K. L. Oauba (Bast Central Punjab : xMnhamniadaii) : Mr. Presi¬ 
dent, the Honourable the Homo ]\leinber referred to the triple menace of 
terrorism, Communism and oommnnalism. \ am afraid the Honourable 
Member for«?ot a fourth meunee, and a innoh bi^srer one, namely, ctti 
irresponsible executive. ‘‘Tn 1927said the Home Member, ‘‘ after 
the Calcutta riots, every Indian newspaper lost its balance.’' We wouPl 
like to know. Sir, how many Provincial (jovernments, in the intoxica¬ 
tion derived from the powers of the Criminal Law Amendment Afet of 
1932, kept their balance 1 The Home Member referred to the voiceless 
millions of India. These voiceless millions have had many friends : the 
Moaning Post (Laughter), Sir Michael O’Dwyer, and Mr. Winston 
C’hurchill ! Perhaps the Home Member does not know the silent i>rayer 
of the voiceless millioibs—God save us from our friends ! ” 

The picture of India, Sir, which the Honourable the Home Member 
has painted, is a picture which shows that India is undermined w’itli 
terroristic activity, that it is overrun by Communistjs, that communalism 
IS rampant in the country. If these facts are really correct, I am afraid 
the Honourable Member has come to the wrong shop for the wrong 
remedy. If these are the necessities of the situation as he has painted 
it, the proper place for the proper remedy is the Viceregal Lodge for 
an Ordinance ! But, Sir, we know that the picture is not the picture 
of the country in substance. Terrorist activity, whatever it was in the 
past, is certainly not now what it was before.—and Communism is a 
much too exaggerated danger. It is merely a plea to get powers, which 
fhis House might not otherwise be ready to concede. When, Sir, we 
see oflRcials waxing pathetic over communalism, we are reminded of the 
fact that even crocodiles can weep ! 

Tho Governirient, Sir, have come here for legislation. If this 
legislation is to go through, and if this House is to consider that legis¬ 
lation. it must be based on four essential facts : it must bo tested by 
four distinct criteria. Firstly. Government must prove that there is a 
present and a proximate nece.ssity. Secondly. Government must estab¬ 
lish tha> the ordinary Ihav is insufficient to meet the requirements of the 
situation. Thirdly, the Government must give a guarantee that i"he 
powers which they want under the legislation will not be abused. 

Pandit Tjilrahml Kanta Maitra (Presidency Division : Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) : What is the value of that guarantee T 

Mr. K. L. Oauba : Fourthly, Sir, the objects and terms of the legis¬ 
lation must be clearly and distinctly defined. 
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[Mr. K. L. Qauba.] 

Let us for a moment consider the question of the present necessity. 
My learned friend referred to a terrorism which was rampant. Of course, 
in the case of terrorism, we are supposed to accept the statement that 
terrorism is rampant. That statement is based not on any published 
facts, but merely on confidential records. I would remind the House of 
only one thing. In January last, there was a motion for adjournment 
of this House on the question of the internment of a Member of this 
Assembly—Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, and the reason for his detention. 
The reason why he had been prevented from coming to this House was 
said to be based on confidential information. The Government could 
not take any of the Leaders of the Parties into confidence over those facts; 
Government could not even place those facts before three eminent 
Judges for consideration. Sir, those were allegedly very damaging 
facts against an Honourable Member of this House. What happens .six 
months after ? Government release.s Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose ! I say, 
Sir, if that is the test of Government’s confidential information, well, we 
know what value to attach to that confidential information. 

Communism is the next of the menaces with which this country is 
alleged to be faced. Here also we are expected to accept the statement 
that Communism is rampant. lias the Honourable the Home Member 
put forward any evidence, whatsoever, before this House to convince 
this House that Communism is actually rampant in the country ? 
We have had a harrowing picture of communalism in the shape of riots 
of 1926 and 1927, the outbursts of 1921 and the fierce articles of 19.30. 
Has the Honourable the Home Member made out any case on the ground 
of communalism in 1935 ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik (Home Member) : I thought that 
was obvious. 

Mr, K. L. Oauba : On that point I am ready at any time to join 
issue with the Honourable the Home Member. Well, Sir, we are told 
over and over again that India must prove her fitness before she can 
be given a further measure of responsibility. How has she managed the 
powers which have already been given to her ? Well, so far as the 
executive is concerned, I think this House is entitled to put the very 
same test. We entrusted them with certain powers in 1932, and now 
they have come to us for further powers or for the continuation of those 
very powers for ever. We are entitled to know and the country is en¬ 
titled to ask ; “ You have had three years of these extraordinary 
powers, and how have you used those powers during that time f ” We 
are entitled to put that question, and, unless we get a definite, proper 
and convincing answer, we are not prepared to give them any further 
powers. Sir, we gave them certain poAvers to meet terrorist activities. 
Communist activities and communal activities, but we did not give them 
power to muzzle the press in such matters as the Quetta earthquake. I 
did not know until last evening, when I was looking at the .statement 
which was laid on the table yesterday, that 15 papers had been penalised 
for articles about the Quetta earthquake. Well, Sir, if the Government 
want powers for terrorism. Communism and communalism, the Quetta 
earthquake does not come within that category. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik ; Have you read those articles ? 
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Mr. K. Zi. Oauba : You might circulate those articles, and we will 
consider them on one of these days. Well, Sir, day before yesterday, 
there was an intimation in the newspapers that the security of the Ahsan 
of Lahore had been forfeited for an article entitled “ Government and 
Shahidganj ”. I have not seen that particular article, but from the 
nature indicated by the title of that article it is perfectly clear that that 
article cannot come within either of the three categories mentioned by 
my learned friend opposite. The control and censorship of the press 
during the Shahidganj agitation was not directed towards avoiding so 
much of the conflict between one community and another. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Question 

Mr. K. L. Oanba :.... .. as to conceal the illegal acts, violent acts 
and unjustifiable acts of the military and the Punjab Government. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Ob, no. 

Mr. K. L. Oauba : The Honourable the Home Member may say 
Oil, no ” over and over again, but he knows it definitely, and every 
Member of the Punjab Government knows it well, that on the question of 
Shahidganj they are not prepared to face an inquiry. If that is the 
casi% how can they blame us if we put the worst interpretations on their 
avoiding of an iminiry. 

Well, Sir, one could understand if the Government of India had 
come to this IFouse and said : ** You gave us powers then and they were 
emergent powers. In 1932, we were desperately in need of legislation and 
the clauses of the Bill of 1932 were passed in a hurry. We think that those 
powers are necessary in the interests of the country and in a case of neces¬ 
sity, justice, equity and good conscience may be over-ridden. Now, that 
necessity has gone but we still want those powers. We have no objection 
if tliose powers are put into legal and proper form.’’ But, Sir, Govern 
ment have done absolutely nothing of the kind. They have put forward 
the legislation of 1932 and 1931, mutatis mutandis^ for this House to re¬ 
enact in perpetuit.y. I will refer to only one instance. Take section 7 
regarding picketing. Now, \rhat was the case which the Honourable the 
Home ^lember made out as regards picketing ? After all, it is a very 
important provision and great deal of the speech of the Honourable the 
Home Member was devoted to picketing. What case did he make out 
of picketing ? He said there had been picketing in the Maclagan Engi¬ 
neering College at liahore ; there had been picketing in the Technical 
College of Lahore ; and there had been picketing in a cinema at Amritsar. 
The Maclagan Engineering College incident is, I think, fresh to most 
Members of this House. That was not directed against Government but 
the fec'lings of the students were outraged by certain remarks which are 
alleged to have been made by the Principal of that college. The dispute 
over the Hindu I’eebnical College, Lahore, was more or less of a similar 
character. As regards the cinema incident, we are entitled to ask whether 
one cinema incident in Amritsar is a sufficient argument or a sufficient 
reason to saddle the whole of the country with legislation of this charaC' 
ter ? That is the type of argument and reasoning which has been put 
forward. Sir, I came here yesterday with an absolutely open mind. If 
Government had made out a clear and convincing case of the necessities 
of this situation, I think.many Members of this House would have been 
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ready to give this legislation their best consideration. But so hxv they 
have made out no ease at all. 

Sir, 1 will refer to tiie Bill in a very slight detail. Alight I draw 
the atteiitioii of the House to section 5 of the Criminal Law Auiendineiit 
Act ? This section refers to the reproduction of certain books, news 
papers and documents which have been proscribed. The procedure laid 
down in the se(*tion is, that if Government takes any objection to any 
reproduction, it will issue a certilieate to a Court and that (^ourt must 
regard thai eerrifieate as linal in the nature of its being either S(*ditious 
or otlHM-wi.si*. We are not having emergent legislation now. We are 
eor.sidering an Act whicli Government want to be permanently placed on 
tlie Statute-book. Tf Goverumenl really w'aiit a section of this kind, the 
proper wording for it should be, that if any Court on a prosecution lodged 
by (TOYernment is of Die opinion that a particular proscribed passage or 
seditious passag(3 has hem reproduced, the Court having arrived at that 
decision might convict the offender. If Government is to inslilute the 
prosecution, if Government is to be the judge, why shouldn’t Govciument 
itself pass the seulencc. Why shouldn’t the Local Government itself 
issue a w’arraul of arrest, take the man and lodge him in prison instead 
of going through the farce of a proceeding in a (’ourl of law. That is one 
instance of the erud.e phraseology, the crude provisions of this Act. Look 
at section Seel ion 16 adds various clauses to the powers gi\cn under 
the Kmergency Tress Act of 1931. In 1931, it was considered sufficient 
to control the Pr(*ss in respect of certain articles about terrorist and those 
persons wdio praised murder. If that was the case in 1931, how^ is the 
situation in the country worse in 1935 to justify the continuance of sec¬ 
tion 16. 

There is one <»uestion on which I think every Honourable Alember of 
this House has a right to demand of Government a frank and straight¬ 
forward answer. Do the Government want this legislation to meet lerro- 
vjsm. Communism or communalism ? Are the Government willing to 
confine this Act for these three purposes t Or are they taking this Act 
from ns on the pretext of three purposes but in reality to be emph^yed for 
50 purposes aftenvards. Sir, I think before this House decides whether 
it is to give this Bill consideration or not, we should have from the Gov¬ 
ernment a clear and frank answer on this subject, namely, whether Gov¬ 
ernment really want this Act to meet tliese three purposes only or whether 
they want it for otlicr purposes and whether the Government are prepared 
to confine the provisions of this Act to the three purposes which tJie 
Honourable the Home Alember lias mentioned. 

There is anollier question which I think the Honourable the Home 
Afemhev should ausAver for the benefit of Honourable Members of this 
House, namely, wliether he wants this Bill as it stands, word For word, 
letter for letter or whether he is prepared to consider here on the floor 
of the House with the Members of this House fair and proper amendments 
to this Bill. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Certainly. 

Mr. K. L. Chinba : I am very glad to hear from the Honourable the 
Home Member that he is open to consider proper amendments. 
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Mr. S. Satyamurti (Madras City: Non-Muhammadan Urban): Will he 
accept them '/ 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I did not say, accept. t)bviously 
1 cannot commit mysolt in advance. 

Mr. K. L. Gauba : N(‘itlier, Sir, do we commit ourselves to accept the 
Bill in the final form in which it might api)ear. (Hear, hear.) The 
purpose of the Bill has been stated to be to help the now Govoriiinents 
that arc coming into force. Well, Sir, I think that the new Govoruments, 
like those voiceless millions, can be left to look after themselves. The 
new Governments have been amply armed. Their armoury is full of 
defensive weapons, safeguards, Ordinances, individual discretions. If 
there were any armaments required for the new Governments, I am sure 
Mr. Winston (,’hureliill would have discovered them. I do not wish to 
detain the House any longer. All 1 wish to say is this and I say it frank¬ 
ly and openly to the Honourable the Home Member opposite that so 
far as the Hill stands in its present form, it is entirely unacceptable 
(Applans(‘) to every community in this country. (Hear, hear. ) Tn any 
oilier form (mw cannot say, but in its present form, it is an insult to the 
intelligence of this House (Hear, hear) and it is an insult to the people 
of this country. A])plause.) 

Mr. Q. Morgan (Bengal : European) ; Mr. President, before I state 
the views of the Etiropean Group on the motion before the House, I desire 
to congratulate most heartily my Honourable friend, Mr. Griffiths, on 
liis excellent maiden speech. [ may say, Sir, that it is the best maiden 
speech I have ever heard in this House. My Honourable friend showed 
a complete grasp of the subject, and from what I could see, no one in 
this Honourable House was more astonished than my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Saljainurti. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : That he could make such a good case out (jf a 
bad one. 

Mr. G. Morgan : Sir, I have risen to support the i*esolution before 
the House, 

My Honourable friend Mr. Satyamurti stated that the Opposition in 
opposing this resolution were acting under a deep sense of responsibility. 
Sir, I say that to vote against this resolution would show that one had 
no conception of what one’s responsibility was as a Member of this House, 
or what was one’s duty to India. 

My Honourable friend Mr. Satyamurti stated that if his. 

Mr. Satyamurti : You will always vote with the Government. Tiiat 
is your sense of responsibility. 

Mr. G. Morgan : My Honourable friend, Mr. Satyamurti, stated that 
if his Party were in power they could rule the country without this Bill. 
He is an optimist. Mr. Satyamurti’s points were, in the course of a long 
speech, three, so far as I could gather : 

1. That Government were seeking to rule by executive action with¬ 
out any interference from Courts of law. 
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2. To suppress all journalists who were not friendly to Govern¬ 

ment. 

3. That the ordinary law of the land was quite sufficient to cope 

with all subversive activities, and objectionable press publi¬ 
cations. 

Sir, with regard to the first point, no one in their senses could 
interpret this Bill as meaning what Mr. Satyamhirti says it does. 

The second point is pure imagination on my friend's part. 

The third point, in regard to the press, the House has been assured 
that the existing Act is an obstructive measure which makes it practi- 
eally impossible for responsible journalists to carry on their work. The 
answers te <(uestioiis recently put in the Bengal Legislative Council reveal 
that only in an insignificant number of cases have deposits been forfeited, 
which seems to show that no very great hardship exists. Tlier? is no 
foreign country where the press is so free as in India, as a perusal of 
the daily papers shows. 

Under the Act of 1932, a large number of presses have been started. 
So it cannot be argued that the Act has been a deterrent to journalists. 
Can it he said that th<^re has been any misuse of the Act of 1932 ? 

The press is at liberty to criticise Government. This legislation is 
designed not to restrict that freedom, but to prevent open incitement of 
people to lawlessness, and sympathy with suWersive crime. No one in 
this Honourable House can object to that. No one can say that this 
legislation interferes wdth the real liberty of the press. No decently run 
})ress has anything to fear. The press is absolutely free to carry on the 
activities for which the press is intended. 

I would refer the Honourable Members to the explanations at the 
foot of section 16 which is retained. 

Sir, when I was taking notes yesterday morning, I put down cinemato¬ 
graph vs. press pamphlets, &c., but my Honourable friend, Mr. Griffiths, 
has already made the point I had hop^ to make. 

Sir, Goveninient desire to continue the powers they have at present 
to curb certain subversive activities, which Government have reiterated, 
time after time, they cannot do under the ordinary law of the land. My 
Honourable friend, Mr. Griffiths, has explained this point very clearly. 
The ordinary law as stated by the Honourable the Home Member has no 
terror for those who decide on revolutionary activities. 

Now, Sir, the opposition say the Bill is unnecessary, because, 

(1) Emergency has gone and the country is now quiet. 

(2) The ordinary law is sufficient. 

But in fact though the country is quiet this is only because the Civil 
Disobedience Movement is quiescent and Congress themselves have 
emphasised that Civil Disobedience has only been suspended, and not 
abandoned. But this argument—^namely that Civil Disobedience has been 
suspended and that therefore the Bill is unnecessary—^is, as a matter of 
fact, off the point, because as the Statement of Objects and Reasons shows, 
the sections of the existing Acts, directed against special features of the 
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Civil Disobedience Movement, have been dropped in the Bill now before 
the House. 

Sir, I repeat the Bill is a preventive measure designed to fill in gaps in 
the Indian Penal Code and the Criminal Procedure Code. As the Honour¬ 
able the Home Member has explained, these are not sufficient under 
modern conditions to cope with certain forms of subversive or lawless 
activity. 

Sir, the drastic sections 6 and 8 of Act 23 of 1932 have been dropped. 

The main provisions of the new Bill are designed : 

1. to deal with picketing, 

2. to enable Government to take action in connection with premises 

and funds used for the purpose of unlawful associations, 

3. to extend the period of the Indian Press Emergency Powers Act, 

1931. 

Under section .'i()3 of tlie 1. P. C. the intention is clear that 
picketing should be unlawful, but as the experience of recent years has 
shown fliis form of lawless activity has been and is being used against 
individuals who do not share the political, social or economic views of the 
picketers, or (as in some cases) are simply trade rivals. Section 7 of 
Act 23 of 1932 remains, therefore, urgently necessary. Moreover it 
.should not be forgotten that, as a safeguard against its abuse, it only 
comes into force in areas notified by the Provincial Governments and 
action can only be taken upon it on reports made by senior police officers. 

In reganl to se<!tion 13 of the Act of 1932 this section remains as 
necessary today as it was in 1932, to enable Government to deal with un¬ 
lawful bodies such as communist or terrorist organisations. The Honour¬ 
able the Home Member has explained fully the reasons for this section 
and I heartily support him. 

Sir, I share with the Honourable the Home Member the desire to make 
this Bill a permanent Act on the «Statute-book. 

I f it is of a temporary nature, those who are busy with sub\ ersive acti¬ 
vities will always cherish the hope that the Act may not be renewed. In 
any ease Honourable Members are aware that an Act can always be re¬ 
pealed. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Today being 
Friday. I adjourn the House now to 2-15 p.m. The Honourable Member 
can resume his siieech when the House meets again. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till a Quarter Past Two of 
the ( lock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at a Quarter Pa.st Two of the 
Clock, Mr. Pre.sident (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) in the Chair. 


STATEMENT OP BUSINESS. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra ihrear (Law Member) : Sir, with your 
permission, I desire to make a statement as to the probable course of 
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Government business in the week beginning Monday, the 9th September. 
You have already directed, Sir, that in tliat week the Assembly shall sit 
for official business on Monday, the 9th, Tuesday, the 10th, Wednesday, the 
nth, Thursday, the 12th, and Friday, the 13th. 

On Monday, the first item of business will be a motion for the election 
of a Member to the Standing Advisory Oommittee for the Indian Posts and 
Telegraphs Department. Leave will then be asked to introduce a Bill to 
supplement the Ontral Provinces (’ourts Act, 1917. Thereafter, the dis¬ 
cussion of the motion to take the Criminal Law Amendment Bill into 
consideration will be resuoie<l. Honourable Members will realise that it 
is difficult for me to say at this stage hoAV much time will be occupied 
next week by this Bill. All that I can say lh that, if time allows, we shall 
proceed to dispose of business left unfinished on Tuesday’s List, and, 
thereafter, we sliall take tiie consideration of the Payment of Wages Bill 
as reported by the Select Committee. 


THE CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL—tonW. 

Mt. O. Morgan ; Sir, the Honourable the Homo Member ref'^rred 
to four things which have to be guarded against, namely, (1) Civil Dis¬ 
obedience, (2) Terrorism, (.3) Communism, and (4) (’ommunal Unrest. My 
friend, Mr. Gauba, mentioned another, 1 think, and that was the irrespon¬ 
sible executive, but he forgot that the new Government of India Act was 
legislation to accomplish the very object he had in view. With regard 
to Nos. 1, 2 and 4, we know more or less where we are, but, with regard 
to No. 3, Communism, we are in considerable danger. It is a much 
bigger thing than any of the other three. Communism is in open conflict 
with the democratic as well as the capitalistic system. In this connection, 
I would like to quote what the Bulgarian Communist declared at a recent 
meeting of International Communists in Moscow held early in August. 
He declared that Communists mu.st remain irreconcilable enemies to every 
Bourgeois Government. He said that Communists must constantly 
endeavour to persuade their fellow workers that overthrow of existing 
Governments and establishment of proletariat dictatorships are the only 
final solution. Those who favour democratic institutions would do well 
to take note of this fact. The Honourable the Home Member has pointed 
out that the Congress views would be opposed by Communism. My friend, 
ilr. Gauba, said that Communism was a much exaggerated thing, that Gov¬ 
ernment could not prove that Communism was rampant in India. That 
may be so, but we do not want to wait until anything is rampant in the 
country to pass the necessary laws to enable the Government to deal with 
any situation which may arise. We should not wait until the danger has 
got to such a pitch when it can be called rampant and then have to take 
much more drastic measures than a measure of this description to check it. 

Sir, lo conclude, we support this resolution, because we feel that it 
is in the best interests of India. I come from Bengal, and 1 endorse 
every word spoken by my friend, Mr. Griffiths. We wish to save the 
youth of this country from all subversive crime and we wish Govern¬ 
ment to have all powers that are necessary to achieve their object, and 
save India fi*om disaster. 
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Sir Ohulam Hiuwalin Hidayatallah (Sind Jagirdars and Zamindars : 
Ijandholders) : Sir, I will not take much time of this House. I shall 
make only a few observations. The Honourable the Home Member has 
in his lucid statement told us the objects of this Bill, and those object 
are to check terrorism, Oomraunism, Civil Disobedience and communal 
unrest. Before I show this House the necessity for this legislation. I 
will deal with the various objections that have been raised in this House 
against this measure. I request Honourable Members to consider this 
measure on its merits. Face the facts as they are, and don’t be led away 
by prejudices or fancies. 

Now, S?ir, I shall first deal with the objection that was raised by the 
Opposition, including my friend, Mr. Oauba, whom I don’t see here. 
He said there was no necessity for emergency laws, because \ve can deal 
with all these by the ordinary laws. 1 may remind the House that this 
is an emergency measure. When the Government find that this cannot 
deal with some of these evils by the ordinary law, when they find that 
they cannot ,adequately and effectively deal with some of the activities 
or movements which are not covered by any of the existing laws, this 
must bring forward a measure which can effectively deal with all these 
evils, and, therefore, they have brought forward this Bill. Take, for 
instance, terrorism. No doubt, it can be dealt with by the ordinary law', 
but what has been the result 1 In most cases, we cannot get evidence. 
When witnesses come forward to give evidence, what is their fate ? They 
are shot dowui. Therefore, Sir, special measures are necessary to deal 
with evils like terrorism. My friend, ]Mr. Gauba, said that he would not 
be satisfied till Government had made out a strong case in justification 
of this measure and proved that terrorism was rampant. I wnll draw his 
atlention to the debate in this Assembly last March in Delhi, w'hen the 
Honourable the Leader of the House quoted a catalogue of eases wdiich 
were tlie reports of judicial proceedings of Courts and proved that 
Terrorism was rampant, and if my friend likes it, I will make a present 
ol those proceedings to him. Sir, even when Government have these 
emergency powers, there are the terrorist crimes committed, and the 
Honourable the Leader of the House had quoted a number of cases that 
had occurred from 19130, 19131, 1932, 1933, 1934, 193t5 and 1936. 

Mr. T. S Ayinashilingain Ohettiar (Salem and Coimbatore cum 
North Arcot : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Not 1935 or 1936. 1936 has 
yet to come. (Loud Laugliter from Opposition Benches.) 

Sir Ohulam Hussain Hidayatallah : Sir, I am used to these laughters. 
When things are unpalatable, you can only laugh. I am quite used to 
tlicse laughters for the last 14 years. I am used to laughters even at my 

home, because I have four noisy boys who create laughter. (Interrup- 

Hons.) 

Pandit Nilakantha Daa (Orissa Diivision : Non-Muhammadan) : 
Why do yon always spealc unpalatable things then ? 

Sir Ohulam Hussain Hidayatallah : I have very good experience. 
You never listen to reason. Whenever truth is told to you, you never 
listen. Everybody must have patience to hear the other side. Afterwards, 
you may decide the case as you like. I do not like interruptions. Other¬ 
wise, I will every time interrupt you, it is hardly fair to a speaker to inter¬ 
rupt him incessantly. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Honour¬ 
able Member can go on. The Chair hope.s Honourable Members will not 
interrupt him. 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah : Otherwise I will also adopt the 
same tactics. I now come to picketing. On that point I join issue with 
my Honourable friend, Mr. Satyamurti, that it is an offence under the 
Indian Penal Code. 

Mr. S. Satyunurti : On a point of personal explanation, Sir. 1 said 
picketing carried on by unlawful or illegal means is an offence under the 
ordinary criminal law of the land. 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah : Not picketing by itself. That 
is my point. And I may tell my Honourable friend, Mr. Gauba, that had 
he been, a.s we w'ere, in the thick of the fight in Bombay when there was 
Civil Disobedience, lie would have found in every street and in every 
market picketing, boycotting and nothing else. 

Mr. K. L. Gauba : That is an old story now. 

Sir Ghulam Hussaiin Hidayatallah : They have suspended it, the 
Honourable Member should realise they may revive that movement any 
time. (Interruptions.) I object to all these interruptions. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Honour¬ 
able Member does not like to be interrupted, and the Chair hopes that 
Honourable Members on the Opposition Benches will give him a chance 
to speak without being interrupted. 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah : They are talking of the liberty 
of speech, the liberty of the citizen. Is this not restraining the liberty 
of speech t As regards picketing almost all the commercial associations 
in the ("^ity of Bombay, I am speaking from memory, were tired of this 
picketing. They actually made representations to the Government of 
Bombay to tighten the law in regard to picketing. I am sorry I do not 
find my Honourable friend.s fi-om Bombay. 

Some Honourable Members : Here we are. half a dozen are here. 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah : Those who made those repre¬ 
sentations I mean. Hon- can you know of those representations when they 
were against you ? Those representations were made, I am speaking from 
memory, by the Millowmers’ Association and several other commercial 
associations. 


An Honourable Member : Mainly European. 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah : Indians also. And when Gov¬ 
ernment want to make picketing an offence, my Honourable friends oppose 
it. Suppose picketing is an offence luider the ordinary law, it will not 
ccrve the purpose unless, as provided in the Bill, it is made cognisable 
and non-bailable. Whenever any person has protested against picketing, 
what has been hrs fate f The picketers redouble their efforts to harasf. 
turn, and they make his life miserable by picketing, by social boycott and 
other means. Therefore, the object will not be served unless the niefceter 

Honourable triend, Mr. Sol.v.mnrii, 7 'wTS'dlrecW 
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a<^ainst temperam*e and swadeshi movements. I may assure him, if he 
reads the section carefully, he will find that if those movements are carried 
on peacefully by mere speeches, by persuation, by distributing leaflets, 
they will not come under this section at all. My reading of that section 
is, that intention to coerce followed by overt acts will be an offence. 
Tlierefore, the legitimate activities of temperance and Swadeshi movements 
cannot be covered l)y this section. 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena (Lucknow Division : Non-Muhammadan 
liural) : Tliey have been covered. 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah : I do not knon. 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : I was convicted. 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah : Another point that was made by 
the Opi)osition was that public opinion lias not supported this Bill. May 
1 ask the opponents of this Hill, have llicy prodiiceil any evidence that any 
public association lias opposed this Bill .' 

An Honourable Member : Every association. 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah : Where arc they ? Wliat arc 
they ? Who are their leaders ? I have not received any complaint. What 
is public opinion ? Are not the memhers of local Legislatures representa- 
lives of public opinion ? Have they not imssed three years ago supple¬ 
mentary" legislation to this legislation, and I assure this House that even 
supplementary legislation with regard to this present Bill will be passed 
in all the provinces. They are the representatives of the people. (Inter¬ 
ruption.) You may say the press is against these provisions, but I may 
tell the House that the opinion of the press is divided ; the sober and 
moderate press is in favour of the measure, only the extremist section is 
afraid of being affected by this Bill. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know which Indian newspaper has sup¬ 
ported this Bill ? 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah : (Interruptions.) W^e have two 
Hindu Associations—^tlie Hindu Mahasabha, and the Sind Hindu Associa¬ 
tion. What is their programme for the new Assembly of Sind ? They 
say they will oppose the acthnties of the Congress. Openly they have 
declared in the press, and T challenge anybody to contradict it. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : They 
have not done so yet. 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah : But I know they have done so. 
Then, the Muhammadans are against these subversive activities, and they 
form three-fourths of the population of Sind. So, I have popular support 
at my back in what I say. 

An Honourable Member ; What is the percentage of people behind 
you 1 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah : The whole of Sind. I represent 
the Hindu and Muhammadan Zamindars and Jagirdars of Sind, those who 
have a stake in the country, and some of them have 15,000 to 20,000 
tenants. (Interruption.) The other argument that I heard against this 
Bill is that it will interfere with the liberty of the citizens. It has been 
I'eplied to, that every law to a certain extent interferes with the liberty 

L187LAD T 
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ol* the citizen. Is not picketing ami boycotting interference with the liberty 
of the people ? What is this measure going to do ? Restoring the liberty 
of those whose liberty has been restrained by i)icketing and by boycotting. 
It will only restrain the liberty of those who wish to restrain the liberty of 
the ordinary citizen. 

Now, Sir, the (piesiion was whether tliis legislation should be made 
permanent or not. The Honourable the Home Member gave very cogent 
I’eason.s on that subject. Wlieji we have temporary legislation we raise 
hopes in the minds of people that it will expire and those affected by the 
legislation will think of renewing their activities. In the meantime, 
they organise themselves. ^ly friend, Mr. Satyamurti, said that the 
Congress is not going to withdraw tlie Civil Disobedience Moveiiient and 
that confirmed my belief that they want to resort again to their picketing, 
disobedience and b(\vcott. Therefore, I am convinced that the measure 
should be made permanent. It seems from their attitude that they will 
not work the reforms but wreck them, and how can they do it if these 
emergency law's are on the Statute-book. They do not want the new 
3Iinisters should have this additional Aveapon in their armoury to deal wdlli 
them. Now', Sir, as regards the temporary legislation, I may quote a case 
cited by the Leader of the House. He says : 

“ I would ask ^Afembers of this House to realise the fuel that this apparent 
(luioscenec for four years did not mean that if pressure >\ere relaxed there was not 
goin^j to be any further trouble. Tn this trial, letters written by or to some of these 
six detenus or six loa<lers, whatever one might like to call them, were exhibited, from 
w’hich it appears Unit one was actually wTitinfj to the oth(*rs that now that the 
Ordinance has dropped and 'we are not being matched by the police, this is the time 
for us to prepare.^’ 

So, Sir, tho.se Avho oppose this Bill are afraid tliat if tliis Act is ?uade 
permanent, they will have no time for preparation. 

Noav, I come to terrori.sm. Ts it still in existence or is it dead 1 Tlie 
Honourable the Leader of tlie House had (pioted a lunnbcr of ca.ses. I 
shall not Avaste tbe time of tlie House by repeating them. Terrorism is 
.still in existence in .spite ot* the.se laA\s and but for Iuavs, it Avould 

have been still Avor.so. When terrorism exist.s, are we not justified in Iegi.s- 
Idting th\s measure ? 

I iioAv come to Communism It is al.so makiiur rapid stride*s. The 
Honourable ^lemhcrs wiio belong to tlie (Vuigis'ss know that there is a 
('(miiniinist parly in lh^ (’oni'-re>s also but their platform is quite different. 

1 think the day is not far distant Avhen tliey will eaiituro tlie Congress and 
my friend.s Avill be a back number. Now', T will quote the reply of the 
Honourable the Home Member to a que.stion on the 14th August, 1934, by 
Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh : 

“ In its draft platform of action tho communist p.arty of Indi.a ha.s, ninongst 
others, laid down the following : 

(1) The complete iiidopendmice of India bv the violent overthrow of Britinh 
rule, (2) the cancellation of all debts, (3) the abolition of the Indian 
States, (4) the creation of an Indian 'Federal "Workers and Peasant 
Soviet Bepublic, (5) the confiscation w'ithout compensation of all the 
lands, forest and other property of landlords, Ruling Princes, Churche.s, 
British Government officials .and money-lenders and handing them over 
for the use of the toiling peasantry. 

The more important of the stated methods by which the communist party propose 
tp achieve those ends are (1) to develop a general strike and convert into a genefal 
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politii'ul strike, (2) to develop ii spontaneous peasant movement for the non-payment 
of rent, debts and taxes into an all-India movement directed into channels of agrarian 
revolution, and (3) to spread revolutionary propaganda among soldiers and police 
and to explain to them the necessity of their armed insurrection together with the 
masses of the country, against British rule.'' 

Now, Sir, how oan any Government satisfy the communist unless they 
abdicate ? Wlien such a movement exists, is not Government justified in 
having this emergency Bill 1 

Now, I come to communal strife. We must all admit to our shame 
and humiliation that we have not been able to compose our differences. It 
is no use throwing llie blame on the third party. 

An Honourable Member ; 8o long as jobs are there. 

Sir Qhulam Hussain Hidayatallah : 1 have heard the leaders of the 
Hindu community say Hindustan is tor the Hindus I did not want 
to say this, but you arc compelling me to speak about it. Those feelings 
a?*c there. T think, on that inatter, the less said the better. 

Now, 1 come to the Civil Disobedience Movement. Had it been with¬ 
drawn, there was a case to ask Government to drop certain sections which 
iuigld he directed against that. What is the past histoiy of the Congress t 
Ii might lie non-\iolont in theory but, in practice, 1 will show yon what 
tlmv liave boon doing. What is picketing ? By boycott and picketing they 
lictvc sought to destroy the whole trade, commerce and industry of the City 
of Bombay. Now, Sir, wliat have they been doing in regard to the various 
murders committed by the terrorists 1 What resolutions have they been 
pMvsing i They have been passing resolutions condemning the murders, 
l>ut ))raisiug the murderers. (Hear, hear.) What have they said of the 
\ariuu.s murderers I They have eulogized them for their patriotism, for 
tlitdr heroism, and have held them up as martyrs for the country. Whafc 
is the cfiect sueli resolutions on the wnpressioiiahle minds of young 
stinleiits i Well, the student will say it is a good thing to be a martyr, 
lo sacrifice one’s life for the country. What has the greatest man of India, 
.\Icjhaliua Gandhi, said about these resolutions ? lie calls them a form of 
s‘*Jf-deccption ; he says, tliese resolutions are against the principles of 
iion-violence. 1 think there cannot be a greater authority than the 
Mahalnia who has coiulemncd these resolutions of the Congress. 

An Honourable Member ; Do you follow him T 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah : Well, wherever his theories are 
not ilestriictive. (Laughter.) 

An Honourable Member : The Deputy Mahatma ! 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah : Sir, I will not waste the time 
of this Honourable House by quoting various cases that were already 
quoted at one of the meetings of the last Assembly by the Honourable the 
Leader of the House, showing the connection of some of the members and 
office-bearers of the Congress with the terrorist movement. 

Now, Sir, I come to deal with the various clauses. Objection was 
taken fu-st to clause 5. Sir, the object of clause 5 is this. Under the 
Criminal Law Amendment Act the executive Government has the power 
of proscribing any publication whether it be a book, newspaper or anything 
else. Now they have under that Act that power already. They are not 
seeking that power now. They want to make penal the rebublication 
L187LAD t 2 
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under this clause. If the Goveniment have the power to proscribe, and 
they have no power to punish re-publication that power is not effective. 
Therefore they are seeking this iiow’cr. Already the Legislature has given 
the executive the power of proscribing. Wc should not niis-interpret this 
clause 5. Then, Sir, clause 7 only punishes “ whoever with intent to cause 
any person to abstain from doing or to do any act which such person has 
a right to do or to abstain from doing, obstructs or uses violence to or 
intimidates such person or member of his family or person in his employ, 
etc., etc.swadeshi or temperence movement will not be affected by this 
clause. Again to clause 11, Sir, some objection was raised. Under the 
Criminal Law Amendment Act Government has already the power of 
declaring any association illegal : that is, the executive is already armed 
wdth that power, but the further power that they want is to take posses¬ 
sion of the place where these subversive activities an* being carried on 
and to confiscate the moveable property and all the funds with whl^*h 
those activities are carried on. So the executive has already tlie power ; 
but to make that power effective, these elausos are added. Sir, I do not 
want to say anything about the Pre^*^ It has boon dealt with very abiy 
by our new recruit to lliis Assembly, my Honourable friend, Mr. (iriffiths, 
from Midnapore, the hot-bed of terrorists (Hear, hear) : and 1 mii.st 
congratulate him on his very able maiden s[)eeeh, and on the excellent 
way in which he has placed the ease. (Loud and Prolonged Cheers.) 
With these remarks, Sir, I support the motion. 


Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions : 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I had no mind to intenTiie in this debate 
at this stage. As a matter of fact, I had requested the Honourable the 
Home Member yesterday to supply me with a proof copy of his sj[>eecli 
so that I might be able to refer to it and not tely upjon iiiy 
memory alone. I had planned, S^ir, that I would speak on the 
tJiird or the foui'tli day of the debate, after having enjoyed the pri¬ 
vilege of having listened to the speeches of all the supporters of the Bill 
and after having heard all that could be urged in favour of this Bill. But, 
as we know, Sir, in tliis world of ours, inan is a mere creature of circum¬ 
stances. He proposes, God dispo.ses, and so, inspite of me, the speech of 
the Honourable Member from Midnapore has driven me to my feet. But. 
before I take up his speech, I, with your permission, Sir, w'ould like to 
publicly congratulate liiiii on hi.> very admirable maiden performance. 
(Loud Applause.) His zeal, his earnestness and the manner in which 
he defended this outrageously indefen.sible Bill, in spite of the fact that 
his was a hostile speecjh, has won our admiration. I hope, Sir, that in 
the near future he will one day be sitting on the Front Treasury Benches. 
(Hear, hear),—for I think the.se are the essential qualifications which are 
necessary for the officiaLs of tlie Front Treasury Benches. So far as he is 
concerned, Sir, I can only say that his zeal, his earnestness, his great powers 
of expression were worthy of a better cause. (Hear, hear.) 


Coming to bin speech. Sir, I muat say that his waa the outlook of an 
adminislrator ; he looked at the matter solely from the point of view of a 
T®® ^2/^ i^tural for him to overlook the point of view 

2“ “i. em« 

flw elenMiktaiy rights ***"’ ** 

^ ^ I have been a journalist for the last 
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25 years and more. A magistrate does not and cannot know what we 
]iave to suiter from. He cannot even imagine all that. It is only ^^e, 
poor editors, who know where the shoe pinches, how and where it hurts 
and how it draws the blood from our bare bodies. I wish I had the ea^e 
and the advocacy of the Honourable the Leader of the Opposition. I wish 
T had the debating skill, the power of repartee aind the fluency of my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Satyamurti. I wisli that, for pleading this cause 
of juiue, I liad the analytical power of the Leader of my Party, 
th»‘ Honouiable Mr. Aney, and I wish I had the choice of language and 
diction of my Honoui'able friend, Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai. Sir, [ know', 
T can denioliidi every argunieiiL that has been advanced by the supporters 
of the Hill. Truth is on my side, justice is on my side, and mine is the 
cause of righteousness, the defence of the God-giveii gift of freedom of 
expre ssion. This tongue would be a useless thing if it did not exert 
itself in defence of its own birth right. I do not, Sir, remember exactly 
the name of the jierson who- said it, but it has been said by a great 
thinker that al^ the evils of thLs Avorld w'ould have disappeared 
liad not the man gagged the babbling child f^om saying ius innermost 
thoughts. This tvas said in by-gone ages. In our own day. Sir, a great 
writer, a great thinker, has said that : 

“ Tlu* HIM 11 whoso tongue is constrioted by hiAvs or taboos against free speeeh, 
who^o pen is roust rioted b v the oeiisorsliip, whose loves arc eonstrieted by an ethic 
\\]ii«h joMlousy a better thing than afTortion, whose childhood has been 

imprisoned in m code of manners and whose youth 1ms been drilled in a cruel orthodoxy, 

t’ei'l against the world that hampers him the same rage that is felt by the infant 
mIkjso arms and legs are Indd motionless.*’ 

The «u1hor of these lines is no le.ss than Bertrand Russell, an illus- 
3 pm trions countryman of the Honourable the Home Mem¬ 
ber. T leave this point here. T wdll not argue it. It 
can take care of itself. 

Sir, the House had had a glimpse into the life of an administrator 
through the eyes of the Honourable Member from Midnapore. T beg you. 
Sir, just to have a glimpse into the life of a poor editor who has to look 
after the management of the [)ress, the editing of the paper, and also to 
beg, borrow Oir steal and find money for the press to make both ends meet. 
The Honourable Member from Midnapore narrated his own experiences, 
and I will, Avith your permission, Sir, narrate mine. My troubles began 
soon after the Press Act was passed in 1910. Fortunately or unfortunately, 
I claim a smattering knowledge of international politics and affairs. 
About the year 1912-13, T began a series of articles in my paper Abhytulaya, 
tbe title of which Avas Sansar-Sanhat or the “ World Crisis In this 
series I forecasted a world Avar in the near future. T said. Sir, that 
England and Germany would fight, that England was itching for a war to 
annihilate Germany and that Geniianj^' AA’^as dying to strangle the throat 
of England. T do not exactly remember at this late date Avhat exactly 
I had written. But Avhatever I wrote was the precurser of troubles. 
I began to be sent for by the magistrates of my town and receiv'ed Avam- 
ings and advices. When the war began, I perhaps Avrote that if only 
Sir Edward Grey, may his soul rest in peace, had spoken out his mind and 
had told Germany that he Avonld make a drastic jump in, there would 
have been no war and no bloodshed. ThLs was more than the little 
Mughal could bear, and I wiaa again sent for to be reprimanded, advised 
wid cajoled. The greatest trouble began, Sir, when I advocated the 
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cause of Turkey. I am not praising myself, but if the tiles of the Indian 
newspapers were to be ranstaeked, it will be proved that the Abhyudaya 
was, if not the first, the second paper in the country to raise its feeble 
voice in defence of Turkey. TJie late lamented Maulana Muhairimad Ali 
of sacred memory, with liis big brother, was in internment, and those who 
were free would not come fonvard and do something for Turkey. 1 re¬ 
member to have gone in vain from door to door begging my Mussalraiin 
friends to agree to be, conveners of a public meeting to raise a voice in, 
favour of Turkey. But, by this time, a new Mughal had come to my 
district, and one of his first acts was to send for me and ask me as to 
why should I, a Hindu, raise a Qvy like this when the Mussalmaiis them¬ 
selves did not much care. 1 gave the reply that I would raise a cry on 
behalf of any country, even Kngland, if J find that England was suiiied 
against and the blood of humanity was going to be shed. The history 
of such magisterial invitations will be a voluminous document, and I, 
therefore, will not refer to all of them, but will describe only one of them. 
I 'wrote something about Zanzibar, Africa or the Cold Coast of Africa. 
I was sent for, and a discussion about Africa in gem^ral began. I would 
not 3 deld and the little Nawab was a slici-t-tempered man. lie was a very 
good man otherwise, and 1 never had an oce.asion to have any complaint 
against him. To cut short the story, our voices became louder, wo got 
excited and it was not unlikely that 'we might have come to blows or 
have thrown our chairs at each other’s heads but for the providejitial 
appearance of the lady of the house who took her husband away for tea 
and thus the interview eiult'd abruptly. The Honourable Member from 
Midnnpore asked whether the Oovenurient should allow every Tom, Dick 
and Han*}' to seduce inroeent youths for terrorist purposes. 1 wish 
to ask him, in all humility, through you. Sir. whether it is right and 
proper that every Tom, Dick and IIarr 3 % who docs not see beyond his nose 
and who kiiOAvs precious little, should have the power to send for ns, 
tender us unsolicited ami gratis advice and tell us what is right, what is 
wu'ong, what is proper and what is irnj>roper. 1 know, Sir, these Mughals 
know precious little, 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan fAgia Division : Muhammadan 
Rural) : Why not say Brahmins 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : 1 do not figlU ^^hy t)r that word 
but my difficulty is that Bralnnins were poor and were never Kings. 
Well, Sir, these good friends have no time to study and they have not 
got up-to-date knowdedge of anything. I ask. Sir, through you, my 
Honourable friend, whether invitations and curtain lectures like tliese 
hurt or do not hurt our sense of self-respect, wdiether all this is not an 
insult to our intelligence and whether the treatment acxjorded to us is not 
galling to the extreme. I want to know from the Ilonourahlo the Home 
Member as to wdiat is going on in Bengal today. T crave Ibe indulgence 
of this House to read a few (Extracts from an admirable welcome address 
by Sreejut Mrinala Kanti Bose, the talented editor of the Amriia Ihnar 
Pairika, the address which he delivered as the (chairman of the Reception 
Committee of the all-India flournalist Conference. Under the heading 
Operation of laws ”, he says : 

“ A sum of Rs. 23,200 was provided in the budget and the officer was appointed 
in 1930. Since then we, in Bengal, particularly those of the Calcutta Press, are 
being advised by siiccossive Press Officers who havi* all belonged to what has bean 
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as tin/ lieavoii boni stTviee, that is the Indiaii Civil Service. I do not knovf 
what \otir id^a about llu* advico is. We, particularly those among us who are 
supposed t«i have long passed the age ot* adolosccncc in our mutual relations generally 
speaking, resent advice that is given gratis or unsolicited. But in this particular case, 
the^ Bress olhcei* s advice is more often than iioi given not only gratis but uusolicited. 
It is not permissible for me to state all that 1 have come to know of what happens 
belpud the purdah ,nnd were I to attempt to do it, you will feel no doubt considerably 
interested, and 1 shall run the risk of being hauled up for libel, for though the Jiidian 
Journalists Association, instructed practically by all the leading journalists of (Jalcutta 
wild have the privilege of being constantly advised by the Press officers, requested 
the latter to gi'e liis advice in writing, that request has ahvays been turned down 
and the officer has chosen to follow the well-knowm maxim, ‘ say a hundred things, 
but do not commit anything to writing Thus, the advice is either given on the 
phone or the Editor is summoned to the office of the Pn ss Offi.-cr in the Writers’ 
Buildings where explanation i are calh'd for ami advice gi\»ii with varying degrees of 
carnostiio.'is, the j»re<‘iso difficulty of which J slnll n ft.iiu frriu "luing for the reason 
jiist slated, la the eoiirse of a note cir'iil.*ted to the Members of the local Legislative 
Council, and a <*<iliy of it was also su]'>plied to the Ooveriin'cnt, the Indian Journalists 
Association thus described the niodufi tiin'injidt «*f the Press Officer’s direction given 
almost from da\ to day. JIcu they are : 

(1) News that is allow'ed to bo published in Ihe papers of all-India circulation 

in oilier proviin <*s is not allowed to be published in Bengal newspapers 
of similar cirvuilatmn. I( has sninctimi s happened tliat firoviiicial news- 
pa]>eis that are sold in (Calcutta contain news that the Bengal papers 
had not been allowed to publish. 

(2) Correct and authenticated news of a particular kind is no( allowed to be 

published and wdion allowed is mutilated in such a manner as to make 
the news more iiiislearling. 

(3) Display of news of a certain character is not allowed. 

(4) Detailed directions are given as to the printing types that are to be used 

in the headings and body of the news and for the exclusion of certain 
expressions such as arrest of ladies and Muslims from the headings of 
news. 

(5) Double column headlines of cerbiiii news are not allowed. 

(6) Detailed directions are given as to the arrangement and position of columns 

of news. 

(7) Proceedings of the Indian Legislative Assembly ”, 

— 1 waut ihe Hou/te in please note this ,— 

” and of the Bengal Legislative Council are not alloAved to be ])ublished 
in full, but arc censored. 

(8) Proceedings in law courts of Civil Disobedience cases and of cases involv¬ 

ing terrorism are not allowed to be published in full, but in mutilated 
form and as in the case of the statement of Miss Bina Das accused in the 
Governor shooting case, the State^<imnn was allowed to publish passages 
in thfit statement in regard to which strict fliroctions were given to Indian 
daily newspapers that they were not to publish them. 

(0) Legitimate criticism of policies and of action of Government and Govern¬ 
ment officials are even objected to.” 

Well, Sir, this is how the Press officers act and how the editors of 
journals have to suffer under tlie. rigours of the law which is being pro- 
niijdgafted. Now, coming hack to my oAvn storj% in 1915 or thereabouts, 
the keeper and proprietor of the Abhyutlaya Press was called upon to 
deposit a security. The editor who was responsible for writing w'as not 
asked, the printer and publisher were not asked, but the proprietor was 
asked, who knew’ precious little, of Avhat I was writing. My only fault 
was that I had written something regarding the soldiers in the Gold Coast 
of Africa and their treatment by tbeir masters. By a long stretch of 
imagination, it was argued that I was tolling the Indian soldiers that 
they were not well off, nor avpII paid, nor well treated by their masters 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[6th Sep. 1936. 


g66 

[Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya.] 

in India. 1 stopped the paper, because I regarded the demand of security 
as an insult and as an attack upon my personality. A great hue and cry 
was raised in the country, and, as my good fortune would haye it, Lord 
Hardinge, the good, was then ruling as the Viceroy. He intervened, and 
I think, for the first and the last time in the history of the Press Act, an 
order for the deposit of security was withdrawn. In my life. Sir, I have 
been twice hauled up in the name of sedition, under section 124-A, tlie 
j rlnce of repressive laws. Once, while T uas in jail and undergoing a 
sentence of nine months on account of the (Mvil Disobedience Movement, 
sometime back a poem had appeared in my paper. Generally I write the 
editorials and do not see what else is being published in the paper. A 
poem, a very old one, wliich was culled out by some one in the office from 
a book whieli was selling in the market, appeared in my paper. The 
trying magistrate gave me another nine months, but he was good enough 
to write in his judgment that the creed of the \)aper was non-violence, 
tliat in that very issue there was enough evidence to show that non¬ 
violence was nnred am! pn^aidied, or some siuh lliijig. I was in jai! and 
cannot be sure, but wiieii the matter icaehed the High Court, a Lordship 
lliore came to tlie conelnsion that violence was preached. The trying 
magislrate was an Imliaii ; he is a good himself. Jle knew the 

language and arrived at Ids conclusions by reading the paper himself. 
Tint this mighty Judge of the High Goiirt, who was innocent of my 
language, oj)ine(l that violence was preached and thus I had to suffer for 
his ignorance of my language. Once, while T was in jail, 8ir, the ]K)lice 
pounced upon my press and searched, H. The suspicion was that the 
leaflet which was thrown in this Assembly together with the bomb 
by Bhagat bingli was printed at my press. Perhaps the llonourablo 
Member is Jiot aware of the fact that in every press there are some police 
informers and spies. One of the compositors, who was a spy and had 
been in my press for only a few months, gave the information that he 
had composed the matter himself. Fortunately for us, the authorities 
in Allahabad know us well. They know full well that we arc as far remov¬ 
ed from violence and things of this sort as the Home Member himself. 
They made inquiries and A^ere conririccd that the alleged types in wliich 
the leaflet was said to have been printed were received by us only a few 
months before from the Bombay Giijrati Type Foundry, that Bhagat 

Singh’s (may his soul rest in peace !) leaflet was thrown in the Assembly 

years before, and so nothing was heard of the affair. A security was 

demanded at this time or a little l>efore it, and it was only due to the 

goodness of a few friends of mine that the paper could deposit the security. 

I had no money and would not have been able to deposit the security. 

The Honourable Member thinks that the deposit of security is an easy 
matter. He does not know our condition. He talks glibly, only because he 
does not know. May I tell him, Sir, that we are always running into 
debts ? That we can hardly manage to make both ends meet ? Speaking 
for myself, [ resent such treatment at the hands of the executive. I know 
I arn an honest man, I will never injure a fly, I will not lie and I will 
not ]>rev;irica^e. T will not eompromi’^p with truth. T will never dis¬ 
grace the editorial chair by writing something which I know to be untrue, 
but Government now compel us to fight shy of naked truths and have 
recourse to half truths and all that. I feel. Sir, that that editor is not 
worth his salt who, for the favours of Government or for his own selfish 
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ends or for saving his skin, writes matter which he knows to be untrue or 
says things which he knows ought not to be said in the best interests of 
the country. IMie editor, accord!^ to me, Sir, is the preceptor, the guru, 
he is for the time being above Kings and sliould only sit on the chair if 
he is conildent that he will be impartial, will say nothing which is untrue 
or Avhich is not in the best interests of mankind. The Press Act wants 
us to be dishonest, it wants us to stifle truth, to curb our own thoughts and 
to be more careful, lest, by blurting out the naked truth, we might become 
His ^MajesJ^ 's permanent guests. I have at times differed from MaiiatmajL 
i have differed, at times, from my own uncle, I have differed from the 
Congress, I have always differo<l from the Government. But when 1 differ 
from my own people, lliese rulers of ours are happy, but when 1 criticise 
them. tJjey think 1 am committing a crime. J u*ll you, Sir, that the Press 
Act has made it impossil)le for any man to be an honest journalist. To 
secure safety, one must ])n.ss over so many things that happen eveiy day. 
1 win gi^(• you an instam*e. As soon as sojiie security from a paper was 
deniiimhd in tlic name of (Quetta, 1 wrote in my paper that the name of 
Quetta need no more ho mentioned in u'v paper. I also requested m\ other 
brotlier journalists to forget for the time being that there is any such 
place in this country wliicii is known by the name of Quetta. During 
tlie periods of the Civil Disobedience Campaign, 1 have a standing rule 
not to puhlush any editorials, “ we ” disajipears for the time being, only 
news arc published. We would be hauled up e\ery minute, if we were 
to Avrit« what we feel or what w’c see or know. I ask my Honourable 
friends lierc whether they have read in any papers that are being pub¬ 
lished ill this country anything written aliout Chittagong, about 
MidnaiMire, about Dacca and all that has been going on there. This 
is how things are being suppressed. I will not take uj) this question ; 
I leave it to my Bengal friends to tell you, i5ir, what Black and Tan 
met hods have been tried in those jiarts of our country. I want to know, 
why I'iiiiJiot the members of the executive regard us as honest men ) Why 
cannot tliey trust us 1 Have we no love for our country ? Are we not 
patriots ? Are wc not comjietent enough to be good judges of what is 
best for our country ? Do they think that we will mislead our own 
youths ? What for and why i Are they not our own children ? Are 
they not of the same blood 1 Have we no feelings for them ? Do not 
wc want to better their lot ? The Britishers are entitled and justified in 
taking away their youths from their own universities to fight an unrighteous 
war in the name of Belgium, but we are not entitled to ask our youth.s to 
join us in a non-violent civil fight with these Masters of ours for just 
securing to us our human rights. One thing in this connection is note¬ 
worthy. We who preach these things do not take cover behind the lines ; 
we who preach these things are always in the front. 

The Honourable Member from Midnapore said that it was the bounden 
duty of Government to protect the youths of this country from falling 
into the hands of terrorists. But he forgets that the duty of Government 
neither begins nor ends there. May I know, if it is or it is not the duty of 
the Government to see that these youths have enough to maintain their 
bodies aud souls together t Is it or is it not the duty of this Government 
to see that these youths are employed ? Has it made any arrangement to 
see that these youths should have sufficient clothing and food and a roof 
to give them shelter t He talks as if he cares more for the good of these 
young men than we. He tries to befool us by posing as their benefactor 
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and trios to lead us to believe that he is more anxious for the well-being 
of our youlhs. We have a proverb which says, Sir, that a woman wlio says 
that she Joves a child more than its mother is not a woman but a she- 
demoii. 1 wish to draw the attention of the Honourable Member to what 
is bein^ done in other countries by tlieir Ch>vernments to 'tight unemploy¬ 
ment. What about the doles in England V What about the schemes that 
are every day ])eing thought of in America V Will the Honourable 
Member from ^Midnapore or the Honourable the Home Member tell us, 
Sir, whal their Government have done or are doing to help these educated 
unemployment young men except driving them to despair, suicides and 
terrorism ? Me has talked of terrorists and the Honourable the Home 
Member has dilated upon three menaces. May 1 tell him that they are 
not three menaces, they are only the triplets born of foreign domination t 
They are the products of their own creation : by their repressive policy 
and for their own ends they have given birtli to them. They are driving 
our young men to despair, so mneh so that they take their lives in their 
own hauils and prefer death to this life. Do the Government realize, Sir, 
tliat the repression has reached to sue!) Inughts that it has goa<led even 
our young sisters and daughters to bid goodbye to their ordaiiie-l lives 
and join the fray, the end of wdiich cannot but be death and the 
gallows ? Have they ever considered thal those terrorists will di.sappear 
if the repression was not there ? If they had employment to keep them 
busy and engaged, if they could act up to tlieir ideals and realise their 
ambitions in life here, these terrorists will become the most responsible 
members of our society. If we had our own Governmeni, every one of 
these youths would have risen high both in the civil and military 
service oi’ our motherland. Those who w’ere in Ghiltagong, those mis¬ 
guided youths of our country, if they only had been in tlie army and 
responsible members of society could have very well led an army and 
fouglit on any battle-field with honour and su(^(*,ess. You deny them 
oppoj’tunitic.s, you w^ant them to remain hewers of wood and drawer.s of 
w'^ater i?i their own land ; you do nothing to provide them with a living 
wrage ; you do not trust them ; you w'oiild not make tliem captains and 
general in the Army and the Xavy for which they are most fitted ; you 
will take lliousands of years to Tndianise our Army and, in the meantime, 
the flowers of our race, our hopes of the future, are withering and dying 
an unnatural death. 

Let I hose wiio have eyes to see note that terrorism, communalism and 
Conimuni.mi are all fruits of the economic situation—and some of them 
have been directly fostered by our Masteirs. Do w'e not know how' com- 
munalisrn is spread, bow^ it has ))een planted in our own land ? Do we 
not knf»w' the hi.story of separate electorates ? Do we not know" the 
history of the Communal Aw^ard ? Does it lie in their mouth, Sir, to talk 
of communalism ? 

Wc are being warned further and a bogey is being set up before ub 
of Communism. May I know if there are not Communists in England f 
May 1 knew w^hat the British Government is going to do with them or ba« 
so far (lone to them ? May T know if the British Government has ]>asaed 
law's like the one which this Government is going to pass in this country t 
My friend here reminds me, that England has now entered into a treaty 
with Russia. Why and wherefore then this talk of Communism t But 
assuming for argument’s sake that Communisift is a bad thing, I hold no 
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brief ior it, may 1 know wiiether democracy has succeeded or wiiether 
democracy has tailed in iiJurope ? Will any Honourable Member kindly 
point out to me whether there is democracy in h'rancM*, wliellier lh(*re is 
democracy in Italy, whether there is democracy in Germany, whctlier tnere is 
democracy in Turkey, wdietlier there is democracy in any part of Europe to¬ 
day 1 May I tell you, iSir, that in England, Parliament no doubt rules, but 
these Parliaments arc ruled by unaudited Party Funds ? Do our Honour¬ 
able Members want us to have a Fascist regime here V Do they want us to 
have National Socialism here ? Then, why this bogo^' of Communism ? 
We know our men : we can sit down, talk and discuss things with them : 
they are our own kith and kin ; wc will settle our ddferences or even tight 
among:.iL ourselves ; but what we are interested in, in the beginning, is to 
get rid of this foreign domination ; and rcjila* c it ]iy a responsible Gov¬ 
ernment, in which thv\v also can have a share, it they want to settle liere as 
fellow cilizens, when we have got rid of a third [larty which magnidos our 
dilVereiices and makes capital out of it. then, Sir, there will be time 
enough to settle our own domestic quarreLs aiul diiVerenres 1 

While we are talking of terrorism, 1 am reminded of agents provocateurs. 
You must have read, Sir, about them, how tliey induce the youth, egg them 
on and tiicii giv<* informal ion to their nuiNlers. Tinu'e are cases t>n record 
of informers i)]anting hoiiihs in the houses of innocent piniple aiul impli¬ 
cating tliem. I will tell you of eases of whi(*h I have personal knowledge 
or just as good as personal knowledge. One agent iirovucateiir seductnl a 
young hoy, and, after some time, gavii him a revolver and taught him how 
to use it. The boy began to move about w’ith the revolver in his pocket 
and a few* days after lie began to be shadowed l)y the police. Afler all, 
he w*as young ; he got territied aiul ran to a brother journalist friend of 
mine and told him liis trouble. My friend reprimanded him and asked 
him to go and doliv(»r tlie revolver back to the man who gave it to him, 
and, after he liad done that, he took him in his care and saved him from 
future gallows. T want to inform the Honourable tlie Home Memlier that 
this very same revolver was found in the Laliore (-onspiracy ease. The 
Honourable Member should also know that this very journalist friend of 
mine, a most selfless w’orker, the honour and pride of our profession, 'who 
is unfortunately no more, wms no other than Qanesh Shankar Vidyarthi, 
the man 'who worked hard in hot haste, that the attempt on Lord Irwin 
should be foiled. As soon as he somehow got the information he used his 
personal influence to see tliat the attempt sliould not be made. The 
Honourable Member from Midnapore lias nothing but mirses for us 
journalists. I want to tell him that but for us journalists I do nor know 
where this ruthless exploitation of our country and these repressive laws 
wdll drive our young men and what will happen in this r?ountry. 

I ''vill tell you another story. A young man came to me not long ago 
at dead of night and told me that he w^as in trouble and wanted my help 
and advice : he told me that ho was a revolutionary that he Avas being 
hunted down by the police, that he hid himself in the day and moved 
about by night, was constantly moving to avoid arrest and never lived 
in a place for more than a few hours, that he had been asked to attempt 
the life of so and so on such and such a date, but that he was nervous : he 
hod s])eiit all the money he had in moving about and hiding himself, tliat 
he was hungry and badly in need of money. I saw his weapons with my 
own eyes : he had two of them. T gave him food, gave him money after T 
had extracted a solemn promise from him that he would desist from the 
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path, iiiul instead of proceeding to the appointed place he will go back 
lo his mother and leave his friends who were training him in these ways 
and leading him astray. He promised with tears in his eyes and went 
away. If he was a police spy and had been sent to find out my views, 
the Hononiable the Home Member must be aware of this by now, but if 
he w’as a genuine misguided revolutionary, I know that he acted up to the 
promise lie gave me as a gentleman. I might, here, as well, refer to the 
mucli-iimligned admiration of terrorists. 1 myself plead guilty to the 
charge ; and say, Sir, that one would be less or more than human who 
would iioi at times be led away to admire uncommon deeds of self-sa(u*ifice 
and valour although one may be religiously observing non-violence as a 
ere»H], as a supreme faith of life and although temperamentally one may 
even shudder at the thought of murder or violence. Does the Honourable 
^Member from ]\lidnapore or the Honourable the Home Member know’ w^ho 
paid the highest tribute to Kauai Lai Dutt, the man w’ho shot the 
inf«»i*mer (lossaiii in the Alipore Jail ? May I tell you, Sir, that the man 
wlio could. m)j. resist admiririg \va.s a perfectly honest and most trust-ed 
pucca Knglisliinan, a cent, per cent. Britislier. 1 mean the editor of the 
Pif^trrr. Our difficulty is tliis. .. . 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : The (Mlitor of the Pinvet r ? 
Was it Mr. Wilson ? What was his name ? 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : I don't remember bis name, it is 
an old st(U’y of the year 1908 or thereabout. I think it was Mr. ( 'hesney. 
I am not speaking of the Pioneer of today. T am speaking of the Pioneer 
as it was conducted some years ago, when every single editorial was written 
by the best T. C. S. iieople in the land. I am talking of lli«» PioTiet r when 
it was at the top of its glory, wdien it was regarded as the best paper in 
India. This honest English gentleman, I mean the editor of the Pioneer, 
could not bo suspected, he was above suspicion and nobody couhl dare 
misunderstand or put a different meaning on hih WTiting.s but we are 
suspects, and whatever we may do or say. we will reii’ain suspects, and 
our ordinary writings will be made to bear meanings which they should 
not. I w’ill only narrate one case more, that of poor Azad. He is no more. 
May his soul rest in peace. But may I say, Sir. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Is he another murderer too ? 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : You may call him a murderer, if 
you so choose. T am only pleading for tliose who are not here to defend 
themselves, hut please first hear w^hat I have got to say. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : Js he also another murderer 1 
Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : I am speaking of Azad. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Also another murderer f 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : If you are so anxious and curious 
to know about him, T shall tell you presently what 1 have hoard about 
him. I say. Sir, that we Indians could have dept soundly, without caring 
for the defences of our country, by making him our Commander-in-Chief• 
A man of vahiur, a great organizer, a gentleman to the core of his bones, 
from all that I have heard of him, and one of the best shots that was ever 
born on this earth. T am sorry I never met him in life, but I want to tell 
you. Sir, that this Azad was persuaded by some people to give up terroriam* 
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He had agreed to do so, but the difficulty was that the police was Hunting 
him down ; he would have been arrested, even if he had given ui) hi» way 
of life, and bad honestly decided to live like us. If he had been caught, 
be would have been eitiier transported or hanged. If we were trusted by 
the Government, if we were in their confidence, I could have gone to the 
Honourable tlie Home ^[ember and told him that henceforth this youngman 
is ill my charge, I am responsible for him ; he has given up the life of 
terrori.sni, so do not molest him any more, if you find him deviating from 
the right path, just drop a hint to me, do not harass him, let him settle 
down in life. This is what 1 would liave told the Home Member. Tiic iii'e 
of this young man would have hern saved, he w^oulrl have lived a useful 
life and adorned any place, wherevTr he may have been, but this is not 
possible. We ourselves are suspects, what then alioui those who are 
recomnnuided hy us Well, Sir, I iu'aiYl tlint A/ad bad agreed to cliange 
his mode (d* life, and he'*ause it was not posssMr for hiio tt> live in saioly 
in thi.> country, f,-jends decMiI^d Mmt 1.^ -bouJiI b avf‘ the eomilry and 

go and seill( dowui somewh'^re ♦ Kse in a diNKuit jdaee like Japan or America 
or anywhere else. Where wii'i the money to come from ! Some ibiemls 
agreed t(» raise the money, ami they raised about Its. 1,000 or Its. 1,600 
for him. He was paid about lis. 1,300, and only about Rs. 300 was 
wanting, and he was sitting in the Alfr«‘d Park in Allahabad, beeaius* 
someone bad promised liim that somebody wmuld give Jiim the balance 
there. He was sitting there to receive the money. He would have got 
it within lo or 20 minutes, and he would have left Allahabad and bid 
India also good-bye for ever, but some one informed the police, and he was 
all (»f a smblen surrounded on all sides unawares. He had no knowledue 
and he was shot at and maimed, because the poliee knew’ him to be the best 
shv)t. and no one W’ould approach him even from a distance of say 100 yards. 
He was shot while he was sitting under a tree talking to some friend, 
perhaps bidding good-live to him for ever. He w’as maimed and lamed 
before he had any knowledge of the danger. What happened afterwards ? 
Wmild yon care to know. Sir, he was being shot at from all sides, and he 
was defending himself all alone ; he could not rise, he could not riiTi, he 
could net even get up. He was under a tree, in the open, and the 
defenders of lavv and order and justice were shooting at him from all 

vsiclos fnnn behind the trunks of the trees. A"ou will be surprised to learn, 

Sir that not one shot of Azad missed the mark. The marks left by the 
bullets on the trunks of the trees .showed that every shot wa.s correct to 

the point of an inch, was pointed at the heads of the shooters. 

Whichevtr side he shot, the marksmanship was perfect. Who can help 
pitying and admiring this misguided unfortunate youngman, a picture of 
physical health, in the prime of his life, if you sec his photograph, but it 
is not file admiration...... 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I can’t admire him. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Kalaviya : Will you please bear with me for 
a little while ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : It is very difficult to be patient. 

Pandit Kiishiui Kant Iblavisra : But, Sir, it is not admiration. We 
weep and shed tears for the loss of young lives of great promise. I Ava.s 
in jail then. What could I have done even if I had been outside 1 But 
I want to impress Upon you, Sir, thW the life of this youngman could have 
been saved if we knew that enjoyW the confidence of the powers that 
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be, if we could only depend upon them and approach them to get pardon 
for the ^'oung man when he was changing his way of life. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Pardon for a murderer ? 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : We could have placed him in 
iihai'ge of an Army. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : The Army does not take 
murderers. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : The Honourable the Home Alem- 
ber is getting very excited, I beg him not to bring heat in the dis- 
cassion. I have to plead for those who arc not here to plead for 
themselves, he refuses to see the tragedy of our lives, and I would, 
therefore, like to talk to him about another Home Member who was 
adorning the Front Benches in this very House. T tell him there was 
one Home Member,—may his soul rest in peace. (Interruption by the 
Honourable the Home Member.) I am sure, my friend, the Home 
Meiiii)er, will iiot be proud of the expression he had used when I tell 
him that 1 am referring to no less a person than the late Sir Alexander 
Miiddunan. I am sorry. Sir, he said something about his predecessor 
which he should never have said. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : 1 said nothing at all about him. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : Well, Sir, Sir Alexander Muddi- 
nian died an untimely death, his death is mourned by everybody who 
knew him. Sir, I was a Member of this House, I was a non-co-operator, 
and [ never mixed with any officials, in fact I remained in this House 
for a pretty long time without talking to many officials. But, one day, 

I approached the late Sir Alexander Muddiraaii, with diffidence. 

T told )iim thar 1 was inierested hi a bomb case prisoner who was under 
n sentence of transportation for life, that 1 had never met the man in 
my life, that 1 knew nothing about his antecedents, that 1 hy chance 
hap\)encd to meet him while I was in jail, and that be might give him 
H ciiancp to start his life again. May 1 tell you, Sir, the re])ly that T 
got from him ? He said that he hated keeping these young men in 
jail, lie asked me whetlier T would be responsible for him, and on 
»ny saying yes. he •-jdd, your man will be released. He further asked 
mo whether he should write to the Deputy Commissioner of the district to 
keep an eye upon him and give him a post, and on my saying that 
T would find him a pla^u? somewhere, orders were issued, the man was 
released, and this Siddique Ahmed, a God-fearing man, is in service 
now and is enjoying married life in peace and contentment. Govern- 
mcnl has not lost anything by this act of grace and mercy. The 
TTonourablc the Homo Member and the Honourable Member from 
Midnapore know not our difficulties. T must have become a most 
dangerous suspect even now in the eyes of the Honourable the Home 
Member. He won^t trust us. Let him trust us, let ns co-operate with 
perfect good will and trust and every young man will give up this path 
of terrorism. 

Mr. P. E. James (Madras : European) : May I remind my Honour¬ 
able friend that the three immediate predecessors of the Member from 
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Midrapore, moHt beloved of Englishmen, who were popular with the 
people, have been murdered by these men t 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : My Honourable friend ought to 
know that I am not defending murders, I am a Brahmin, they are 
revolting to me, but T will give an answer to that later. Trust begets 
trust and I will reply to what you have said later, when I have a talk 
with you outside this House. As I was saying. Sir, I must have 
become a most dangerous suspect in the eyes of the Honourable the 
Homo Member even now. I may be charged with association with 
terrorists. I may be charged with hiding and helping suspects 
having sympathy for them and one thousand and one other things. 
But vtM’y few people realise that these misguided youths are our own 
kith and kin, of our own blood, and our own countrymen and as you 
know, Sir, sons may be truants, they may be wayward children, Ihey 
may be «‘vcn bad, but a mother is a mother and she loves even her 
worsi son. Who can be more interested in their welfare thnn our¬ 
selves V Wc want them to change, but they look to us and are nc^ 
fed. When they drift we have no knowledge of them, when we know 
them we cannot help them. Even talking to them is beset with danger. 
You I'liow not where they are and they will not come to you, even if 
they df», vou knoAv not their inner thoughts. May I tell the Home 
Jleinher, Sir, that I met a famous revolutionary in a town whore 
T had gone to address a meeting, he w'as introduced to me under a 
false name and it is only now, after three or four years that I have 
conm to know who he was t 

[At this stage, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim) 
vacated the Chair, which was then occupied by Mr. Deputy President 
(Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta).] 

Does the Honourable the Home Member know that there is one 
sitting in this House on my side for whose arrest, alive or dead, this 
(huarnment of his had announced a prize of Tis. 25,000 ? Dues the 
Honourable the Home Member realise now how good and tame 
these terrorists are V Will they even now repent for their mistakes ? 
Will they change their methods ? Every one of these terrorists would 
h(‘ an M. L. A. and sit with us here and be a most responsible member 
of our society, only if the police will not hunt them down, v ill not 
rhirst for their blood but allow them to live in peace the moment they 
conn* hack to us and solemnly give us a promise that henceforth they 
'vill be like us and will have nothing to do with terrorism. After all 
tlie ferrorists also must have been fed up with the life of hide and 
ami constant dangers which at the best cannot bring about 
much. 

While talking about terrorists, T think it would not bo amiss if 
T refer, Sir, to one more matter in this connection. The one great com¬ 
plaint of the Honourable the Home Member and the Member from 
Midnapore is that why are these terrorists painted and admired as 
marlyrs ? They want to know why these are not condemned as mere 
simple murderers. My reply to this is. Sir, that they are the loyal 
subjects of the Crown and imitate their Masters. I am afraid I will 
have to explain it. I will not say much., I virill refer to only one 
mifortnnate incident, and I hope the House and my Mxissalmatf 
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friends especially will pardon me for this reference. I am only refer¬ 
ring to it as a reply to the Honourable the Home Member. I believe 
in Revile not the dead ” and I have nothing to say against the 
departed soul. Does the Honourable the Home Member remember 
the genesis of the Karachi firing ? Was the Government very 
anxious not to hurt the susceptibilities of my Mussalman friends ? 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah : But you did not support us,— 
your Party. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : You know not what you talk. 
You have not heard what T have said. Were the Government anxious 
not to hurl the susceptibilities of my Mussalman frieinls ? Were the 
Government very keen to see that the last honours were duly paid to 
the departed soul ? Am T to understand that the Government regarded 
the soul departed as a martyr ? What Government do in the name 
of placating the Mussalman friends, we do in the name, of humanity, 
for every controversy ceases with death. T think this answer will 
satisfy the Honourable the Home Member. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : On point of order, Sir. ll.is 
this anything on earth to do with the Bill under discussion ? 

BSr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta; : The Honourable 
Member appears to be in order, because he is giving some of his 
grounds for opposing the Bill. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Blalaviya : The Honourable the Mend)er 
from Midnapore knows not, he professes his love for the youtlis of 
this country, he knows not what we, poor and powerless as we are, do. 
We have no power in our own land, we are not trusted by the Goverji- 
ment. If we had the power, if we could only throw open opportunities 
in life, we would have every young man employed and engaged. 'Vhe 
Honourable the Horne Member is moving in a vicious circle. He wants 
to have mango fruits by planting “ Babul He forgets that as you 
sow, ro you reap. He wants to kill and extirpate terrorism which is 
a bye-product of his own terrorism, by repression and more and mor^ 
repression. He knows that his Government has not succeeded so fjp\ 
He had had these laws for years, but they have not proved effective. 
He knows all this, but still he is for repression more and more. He 
wull ]iot learn that terrorism begets terrorism. His thirst for repression 
like that of wine leads him to cry for more and more. He will not 
change his methods, he will not learn, he will not take ns into his 
confidence, he will not trust us. lie will not believe ns when we tell 
him that wc are as anxious to extirpate terrorism as he, perhaps more 
because we want to save the lives of our youths. He will not give 
us power and say, manage your youths and make them responsible 
citizens. He will not give us a chance even. I want to tell him, Sir, 
Trust us, have faith in us, give us power to remove poverty and 
unemployment. Open out fresh fields and pastures new for qur young 
men ’’and then this phase of terrorism will fade away like a bad 
dream. Will he listen to us f Will he be good enough to follow this 
advice for even a few months 1 
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My friend has talked of picketing. He says it is not peaceful 
and it cannot remain peaceful. I may or may not agree with the first 
part but with the latter part I do agree, and why f During the last 
Civil Disobedience Campaign picketing was going on in the 
market of Allahabad. Ladies of the most respectable families in 
Allahabad were picketing a foreign cloth shop. 1 was sitting at a 
dis^nce. Some senior man had to remain in the market so long as 
these sisters and daughters of ours were there. At about noon, one 
man came and told me that two riff-raffs of the town had been given 
drinks and had 1)een persuaded to come to the shop for purchases, 
create ti'ouble and insult the ladies. 1 at once left my place and went 
and sat in a neighbouring shop. Within five or ten minutes the 
drunken riff-raffs arrived and can you imagine, Sir, what they did ? 
Their first act was to rush through the chain of the pickets, abusing 
them and trying to molest them. I had informed the ladies. They 
were careful and nothing untoward could happen and the situation 
was saved, hy this time some people assembled. Those who knew 
the riff-raffs, reprimanded them and they were persuaded to go back. 
I do not insinuate anything. I blame nobody. I can say for the 
authorities in Allahabad that they are very civil to us. They have 
never failed in showing me every courtesy. They have to carry out 
orders and they carry them out honestly without at the same time 
bidding good-bye to their good manners and civility. But I ask the 
Member from Midnapore and the Home Member how can we encourage 
the use of Swadeshi, how can we carry on a campaign of “ Buy Indianj 
goods ”, how can we protect our key industries ? We have not the 
power to pass a law and protect them. We liave not the power to erect 
high tui'iff walls around us or ban the imports of foreign goods. We 
have not these powers and the Government will not pass such laws to 
help us. What is left to us, then, but picketing, entreating and 
begging our people not to buy foreign goods or not to go in for 
liquorshops. If wo had the power we could achieve all this by one 
stroke of the pen. But does the Honourable Member know how his 
people in England behaved when Indian fabrics were exported in large 
quantities to England ? Those who wore them could be fined, if I 
mistake not, £75 and the Honourable the Home Member will, [ hope, 
not be surprised if T tell him that ladies wearing Indian fabrics were 
molested and their clothes torn off in public streets. 

Sir Abdul Halim Ohiunavi (Dacca cum Mymensingh : Muham¬ 
madan Rural) : When and where f 

Pandit Krishna Kant lIKalaviya: In London, during the times the 
East India Company was here. It is very good to sermonise and 
preach where your interests are not ajt, stake, where you do not suffer 
and where you have to gain all and lose nothing. The truth of the 
matter in the words of a poet is : 

** Ham dh hhi harte hain to hojdte hain ho/Mm 

Vch Ka^ hhi bofte hain to f^unreha nahin heta 

Even if ve sigh, complain or criticise and say that we are suffer¬ 
ing, we. are given bad names, while when they commit murders, the 
news of those murders are not even allowed to be published and they 
are not known. I would not. Sir, pursue this line of argument Imy 
lilSTIiAD 0 
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further. I would only draw your attention to what the Honourable the 
President said in this Assembly in 1932 when the Press Law was being 
passed. The Honourable the President, an Honourable Member ns he 
then was, called it, Sir, a double-faced and deceptive measure, professing 
to control violent writings but really aimed at taking control of the 
entire Press. We know, Sir, that we are powerless, the exemitive is 
bent upon passing this Bill into a law. We can only say, let them 
have it, if they so choose, in spite of us. We will not share the res¬ 
ponsibility of disfiguring the Statute-book. His Excellency the 
Viceroy has powers of veto, he has the powers of certification, let His 
Excellency certify this Bill also and bear the responsibility but, at the 
same time, S'r, I want to draw the attention of the Honourable the Home 
Member to a very wholesome principle laid down by his own colloiigues 
in the Repressive Laws Committee Report. They said. Sir, in their 
report that it is undesirable that any Statutes should remain in force 
which are regarded with deep and genuine disapproval by a majority 
of the Members of the Legislatures. The Rei)ort of the Press Laws 
Committee is also before us. The whole question was judged by three 
tests (1) has it been effective (2) whether an Act like this is necessary 
for the maintenance of law and order (3) whether on a comparison 
of the advantages and disadvantages which the retention of this Act 
will involve, its continuance is desirable and the conclusion at which 
they arrived at after mature consideration was that the law should 


be repealed. As the Honourable the Home Member must be aware, 
these committees were presided over by the Right Honourable Sir 
Tej Bahadur Sapru and Sir William Vincent was a prominent member 
of these committees. I have nothing more to say. The Home Member, 
Sir, has not proved his case. He began as if he was going to convinee 
us why the measure was necessary and why the ordinary law of the 
land was found to be insufficient. I am sorry that he began by 
assertions, went on with assertions and ended with assertions without 
proving anything or convincing us. To give this Bill the name of 
‘ law ’ will be insulting and degrading the word ‘ law ’ itself. To tuc 
it seems that the best name that we can give to this gravest encroach¬ 
ment that any Government has ever made on the liberty of the Press 
and the public in times of peace should be “ Sir Henry Craik's Boa 
Constrictor I want the Honourable the Home Member to tell you, 
Sir, why this indecent haste, why this hurry to place this enactment on 
the Statute-book. Will Heavens fall down if the measure does 7 Md 
become law by December, 1935, or 1936 t Will the British domination 
disappear if he does not arm himself with this poisonous gas, 
the use of which should be tabooed by all civilized Governments. T 
know. Sir, that constitutional reforms have always been preceded bv 
simh l^ess Acts. We had the IVess Act in 1910 when the Montagu- 
Chelmsford Reforms were coming. The new Constitution has been 
pa.s.sed into law. The executive knows that it has to be thrust upon 
our heads in spite of iw. It knows that the new Constitution has been 
condemn^ by eve^ shade of public opinion in this country, that there 
Me people here who are pledged to destroy it, mend it or end it: The 
bureaucracy is anxious to see. Sir, that it is worked, and they want to 
have the )»oin1s of their bayonets raised at us every minute of our lives 
and to be ready for all emergencies. Their Damocles’ sword of tWh 
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Bill will be dangling at our heads, so that if we raise our heads even by 
an inch, if wo want to carry on agitation for the rejection of the new 
Constitution they will be able to draw out blood. I, therefore, say Sir, 
that tliis Bill is unfair, unjust and has no moral sanction behind i^ and 
I only end by saying in the words of an Urdu poet : 

“ Earn ne dekhi thi ada ktd tere diwano hi 
Dhajjiyan kuek liye haithe the garibano ki 
Aj darband kiye Jate hain gindano ke 
Aur higadenge mieaj ap ke ditoano ke,” 

(Loud Applause.) 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : Go on cheering. He has 
praised murderers ! 

Dr. O. V. Des hmukh (Bombay (’ily : Nou-Muhanimadan Urban) : 
Mr. President, I must say that I like the Honourable the Home Member's 
speech better than many of the speeches that I have heard from the other 
side. Well, Sir, although Il;e Home Member has left the Hall and although 
lie lias not himsiilf obser\'«d, what he has so very much preached to this 
side of the House, that is, to keep dispassionate and exx)l, in spite of aid 
that, I wDl say that I stick to what I said originally, namely, that I like 
his speech better than the other speeches I have heard from over there, 
and I will tell you whj'. It is for this reason that it has seemed to me t»i 
be a little leas panicltj'. and there seemed to be a little more analysis in his 
speech than in the speeches T have .so far heard on the other side. What 
did w'e find in Sir Ohulam Hussain Hidayatallah t Sir, ho allowed him¬ 
self to be panicky and nervous and heated, and he was talking about 
terrorism. Communism and communalism without giving any thought to 
the subject. 

Sir Ohulam Hussain Hidayatallah : I have given the matter better 
tJiought than you. 

Dr. O, V. Deshmukh : Sir, I do feel that when the Home Member 
4 pm comes forward before this House in connection with a 

measure that was passed simply because it was a 
temporary measure at the time of an emergency, I do think that when 
it is sought to be put permanently on the Statute-book, there should 
be something more than the mere desire of their having more and 
more authority in the hands of the executive. Sir. as is well- 
known, the appetite grows by eating. You very will know. Sir, and 
those who have been old Members of the Assembly knoiv, that when 
this mensure first came up before this House, it was considered in its 
legal aspects, and when it ivas considered in its legal aspects, it w'as abso¬ 
lutely demonstrated that this measure violated every principle of law, 
that it was indeed a misnomer to call it a law, that h must be called A 
lawless law, that it violated the first principles of jurisprudence, that it 
adjudged a man guilty when by all the codes of jurisprudence a man 
ought to be considered innocent till he is proved to be guilty. It took away 
the right of appeal. It subordinated the powers of the L^islature and of 
the judiciary to those of the executive, and what is more, it handed over 
powers to the magistracy which are not given even in ordiilary_ cases. 
I do not want to deal with this subject from the l^rf aspect. Sir, the 
Home Member very adroitly has avoided this aspect in introducing this 
Bill even though he has suggested that this temporary measure should be 
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permanent. I have a shrewd guecss as to why he did it. I believe he still 
finds that there still is that small band of fighters w'ho fought this Bill 
to the last, especially the Press Emergency Bill when it was managed to 
be brought up at the fag end of the Session.: and perlialpa it may be that 
Ihe Honourable the Home Member might have been frightened and dared 
not deal with the Bill in its legal aspects in view of the fact that the 
Honourable gentleman who adorns the Chair today is the Honourable 
Sir Abdur Rahim of that band of fighters. The Home Member has come 
up for the sanction of this House to the passage of this Bill on four grounds 
and they are these. The first ground is the Civil Disobedience Move¬ 
ment—and I 'will say it to his credit that whereas other speakers merely 
got panicky over Civil Disobedience, the Home Member (pialified his re¬ 
marks by saying that the Civil Disobedience Movement has nearly dis¬ 
appeared, so that it was a disappearing Civil Disobedience. 

As to the second alleged ground. teri‘orism, the Home Member was 
good enough to say “ reviving terrori.sm ” ; he did not say it in the same 
way as other speakers have done, and he also admitted that there an? some 
signs of “reviving terrorism “ only in Korthern India—I think I am 
rightly quoting the Home Member. Then uith regard to a(h"j)ncing com- 
munalism—^the third of the alleged grounds for this measure—we should 
like to know whether there are any valid grounds at all for this panicky 
state of things and committing us to putting a piece of legislation on the 
Statute-book of this country and disgracing it in this fasliion. Sir, let 
me take Civil Disobedience first. The Honourable Member who spoke 
yesterday afternoon was y^ry pleased 'when my colleague, Mr. Satyamurti, 
admitted and admitted frankly and honestly that (hvil Disobedience will 
never be given up. 

Hr. P. J. Griffiths (Bengal : Nominated Official) : I was sorry. 

Dr. O. V. Deshmukh : After all, what is Civil Disobedience? Civil 
Disobedience is an idea, and I may a.«sure the Honourable Member who 
made his speech yesterday that, whether you like it or not, (hvil Disobe- 
dienee has come to stay not only in India but all the world over because once 
an idea comes into this world, the idea is immortal. And what is Civil 
Disobedience 7 The principle of Civil Disobedience is this that when a 
helpless people has to deal wulh an oppressive and unjiLst (loverinnent, then 
Civil Disobedience is the only weapon, is the only non-violent weapon 
with which you can fight any unjust and oppressive Government. Well, 
if my Honourable friend is not pleased with this, under the circumstances, 
what is wrong with the aiisw'er that Civil Disobedience can only he suspend¬ 
ed and cannot be stopped ? I say it can only be suspended and cannot be 
stopped. May I tell the Honourable gentleman who spoke so much about 
the Civil Disobedience that his owm country, England, is not free from it 1 
What did the waitresses of Regent Street do ? Was it not Civil Disobe- 
diesee 1 I suppose you think that is too insignificant an illustration. 
Then, I will refer him to the fanners of Kent. What did they do ? Did 
they not use Civil Disobedience t If yon do not call it Civil Disobedience, 
then what is it f Therefore, I repeat again that it is absolutely impossible 
that the Civil Diaobedience will evier be stopped. Well, Sir, with a very 
oeeurate diagnosis of the situation, section 7 seems to have been retained, 
bMSuse the Government of India have diagnosed that if ever the Civil 
l^obedience Movement is going to be launched again, then it will be by 
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means of pieketiiifj. Now, here, agrain, my Honoui*ablc friend, who spoke 
yesterday afternoon, said that picketing can never be peaieeful. If that 
is so, then do away with it completely. In that case where is the necessity 
of the explanation of section 7 ? You have the section above in which 
you mention the things which must not be done and then to save your own 
face, because you are not certain whether picketing really can be considered 
illegal, to show you are reasonable, you add an explanation saying that 
for indigenous goods and for tf*mi)ei*ance purposes it may be used and it 
will not come under this section. I will refer him again to the history of 
his own country. Does lie mean to tell me that when picketing is done 
in this fa.shion in connection vith temperance it can ever be peaceful ? I 
will refer him to what happened in England when a certain gentleman 
came there who.se name I forget. 

Some Honourable Members : Pus.syfoot Johnson. 

Dr. O. V. Deshmukh : Yes, he was the man. I want to ask you 
wlu’thm- those movements in the interests of temperance were ever peace¬ 
ful. I must say to the credit of my medical colleagues and students of 
all the hospitals that in Tiojidoii they took a leading pait in this movement. 
In spite of all oiir activities, I did not see any legislation from the Parlia¬ 
ment or from tlie executive authority of England saying that this is a 

very bad sign ami that if this temperament developes it will again be 

used for other movements and, therefore, it will lead to disorder ; there¬ 
fore, they must have the concentration of authority into the executive 
hands. I can umler.staiul your attitude if you go the whole hog with it. 
I can uiulenstaml y<»n if you say that we will have nothing to do whether 
picketing is legal or illegal ; we want to abolish it. But what is the mean¬ 
ing of the saving clause in this explanation ? That only goes to show that 
you yourself are not certain about what you arc doing and that it is only 
a pretext to concentrate all the authority in your own hands. We were 
also told yesterday that so far as liberty in this country is concerned, we 
are very much better off and we were given instances of Russia and Italy. 
We were told that wo were very much better off and we had no reason to 

grumble. Now, if you take tlie ease of Russia and Itaily, then w^hat are 

the Ooverninents there ? Do they pretend that they are democratic Gov¬ 
ernments? They say dow nright they are dictatorial Governments. If you 
are prepared to do that, I w ill agree with you. But .so long as you do not 
do that, then I say there is such a thing as noblesse oblioe. If you pride 
yourself on your parliamentary institutions and if you pride yourself 
that you are going to rule your vast Empire by means of parliamentary 
institutions, then T say that in your own interests do not give us instances 
from these dictatorial countries. It will not help you. If, on the other 
hand, you say that whatever it may be in England, we are not going 
to rule in India according to the forms of Government in England, there 
again 1 agree with yon. T will liave no complaint against you if you do 
that openly and frankly. Bnt, then, jmu should not have these farces 
of parliamentary govern iriont such as. Round Table Conferences, Joint 
Parliamentar}'' Committee Reports, White Papers and Parliamentary Acts. 
Wind up all that and say that wo want to establish a miniature Mussolini 
in every district and a hefty Hiller at the centre and we want to rule like 
a dictatorial and despotic Government. If you do that, I will agree with 
you. But till such time m you do not do that, then it is either hypocrisy 
or you want to concentrate all your power into the hands of the executive. 
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Figures and statistics are very good things and I have to deal \vith them 
a great deal but they are only valuable if you look at them in a dry way. 
But where vital values are concerned, I can tell you that statistics do not 
mean anything. My friend, tlie Honourable gentleman from Midiiapore, 
spoke yesterday witli earnesinoss and sincerity and I think I was one of 
those who congratulated him at the end of his speech. Now, what was 
the point he made ? He said why should Indians grumble so much for, 
after all, these laws, even if they are repressive laws, are not working so 
liarshly and he gave a few statistics. The statistics were that in this 
coiintiy there are 4,000 odd newspapers and there were only 70 or 80 pro- 
^secutioiis and the proportion of prosecutions was something like 1 to 180. 
Therefore, we have to accept that the laws here are exercised very mildly. 
He will pardon me if I give him anollior illustration. Xow% the population 
of this country is .‘hlO millions and 1 will not make any difference between 
the Europeans who are in this conntiy and the Indians Avho are in this 
country. I should like to treat the whole lot for my purposes as one. Now, 
how many terrori.st outrages have taken place ? I take it that there* arc 
about 300. 

An Honourable Member : Muc*h more. 

Dr. O. V. Deshmukh : I do not mind wdiatever you say. But w'hat 
is the pro]X)rtiou that w’orks out ? It w’orks out to about one in a million. 
Does my Honourable friend want me to wait till the proportion comes down 
to 1 to 180 ? Does he mean to say tliat until that time terrorism is e.xer- 
eised very mildly in this country and, therefore, nothing should be done t 
If that is the kind of argument, T wwld despise iny.self as a man. I repeat 
again that where human values are concerned, it is not the statistics which 
help us but it is the principle of the thing wdiicli is important. I know 
that Indians, as a class, deplore terrorist crime ; they are not fond of 
terrorist crime. If the principle is bad, then it matters very little to me 
w'hetlier one pres.^ has been prosecuted or 100 presses have been prosecut¬ 
ed or whether the proportion comes to 1 in 180 or 1 in 18,000. Now, that 
I am oil the question of figures, I might refer to another thing. We were 
told by some other speaker that in spite of these repressive laws, the 
])rinling presses iiave gone up in this country. The conclusion drawn 
was that if these repressive law^s had come in the way of the prosperity 
of the printing presses, then the figure w’onid not Iiave gone up. Now, 
figures, as I said, are always correct but the interpretations that you can 
put on them nun be different. I do not say that m 3 ’ Honour able friemrs 
interpretation may not be correct, but what I do say is this that there arc 
many other interpretations that can be put. And the interpretation 
that I am going to put may also be correct and I hope the Honourable 
Member will do me the justice of saying so. India is a pcxir country 
and according to your own estimates there is a large number of edueaited 
population. I am not talking about the poor millions resting iieacefully 
in their villages and only wanting to follow their religion. I am not 
talking about them. I am talking about those discontented graduates, 
educated persons. What are the avenues left for thorn t Nothing. 
Therefore, especially in times of world depression when practically every 
profession was in distress, then these young men took to small and petty 
presses, and in opening them up is it not likely that the number may g<^ 
up ? So, I submit that the number of presses does not mean anything. 
What I would like to know is tliis. If printing profession or the press 
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was thriving on accoujit of this law, how many of the big presses were 
instituted into this country. Until I know that and until 1 know that 
the big presses, which were existing in this country beiore the Press Act, 
ha\'e acliialiy made more profit after that time, I Avill pay no ratention 
to this figui*e of 4,000 presses which are existing in this country. Then 
again about the papers, we were told that there are about 4,000 odd pai)ers. 
[ am taking a little time over this because it does seem to me that an 
attempt was made to misguide the House by means of statistics and 
figures. My oi)inion is that unless you have vital values and human values 
considered with these figures, these figures do not mean anything. We 
are tolil again that there arc a large number of papers in this country, 
as many as 4,000 odd newspapers in this country. What does that mean i 
That does not mean anything. Does the circulation of all these jyapei’s 
put together come up even to the eireulation of a single pa])er like the 
Tiwes, 1 am not referring to the Tifies of India, 1 am talking of the 
London Times. On the one hand you yourself will say, that our masses 
are veiy ignorant, tliat lileraey is veiy poor and, therefore, you must 
necessarily admit tliat tlte circulation of these papers must be very little 
and that possibly even though a pajicr might have a circulation of 100, or 
200 or even 500 that w'ould be included in your statistics as a newspaper 
to swell up the number of papei's which go on your record. But 1 say 
that the circulation of all these papers put together, I doubt very much, 
whether it will come up to the circulation of one paper like the Thacs of 
London or the Ntw York Herald, in the West or in Europe. Ymi cannot 
have it both ways. You cannot have an argument that the masses of 
tliis country are ignorant, illiterate, very apathetic and that they do not 
care what kiiul of ])olitical Government there is, they pay their taxes, 
and remain quiet ; and at the same time say that the presses somtdiow or 
oilier must be choked, must be throttled, ^cause othenvise they diffuse 
and spread widespread discontent, that they spread inflammatory material 
1 () the luiblic and that it will lead to public danger. I say that this is not 
a fair argument to apply. I think I have pretty nearly disposed of some 
of the statistical fallacies connected wdth tlie speech of my Honourable 
friend of yesterday afternoon. 

Xow', so far as Civil Disobedience is concerned, what are you going 
to do with it ? Are you going to stop Civil Disobedience by means of 
this Act 7 The objfHjt of this Act any one can see, it does not need very 
much a<;umen to find out where it is driving at. It is not so much the Civil 
Disobedience. You are not frightened by these terrorists. You cannot 
tell that now to the Indian people. I know that the Britisher is a brave 
person, he has fought Germany, he is constantly fighting wars on the 
different frontiers of the Empire. It is not that. I tell you what is the 
whole idea behind this meiisure. You want to attack the Press ; that is 
the whole objective behind tliis game (hear, hear). You are not going 
to tell me that you, who fought perhaps some of the bravest nations on 
the face of this oaj^h, that you, are frightened by 100 or 200 terrorists 
and that you cannot take care of them. I will not believe it. I say that 
in every measure that you propound there is isomething quite different 
behind it. We are no more children in this country to take your measures 
at their face value. The facade is quite different ; there is soinething 
niside the house which is entirely different. I will now try my best to 
prove it to you and to the people who are willing to be convinced by reason 
that this is the whole and main objective behind all this. In the case of 



LKOMLATIVI iMlXBLT. 


[ 6 th Sip. 1936. 


582 


[Dr. 0. V. Deshmukh.] 

the Civil DisobtMiience Mo^ement, in ease it is goiiij? to revived, if you 
admit that it is a principle which has come to stay, how are your pi^ 
laws, or how is the ('riminal T^aw Amendment Aet ^oiug to prevent the 
Civil Disobedience Movement 1 Therefore, it cannot be prevented. 


I will now come down perhaps to the sec*oiul f?roiind which the 
Honourable the Home Member has ijiveii to the House to authorize him 
to {dace this Act on the Statute-book, and that is on account of terrorists. 
The best thin^ when one becomes panicky or t‘ri},ditened is to analyse tin? 
situation. I believe that that course will not be denied to iiie by the 
Opposite Benclies. What is terrorism i Is terrorisin foreij^n to our 
nature, to our culture and to our traditions or is it something that 
•we will take to readily / Vou have only to look at the traditions 
and culture of India to realise that terrorism is something that is 
very foreign to the people of this country. I do not do any injustice 
by saying this, I do not claim very much more than what has already been 
granted to the Indian, the mild Hindu il* you plea.se. Terrorism is sii 
foreign to his nature that actually it has l)tH?4>ine a fault of hi.s and the 
opprobrious name of ** mild Hindu has l>i*eii applied to him. I am 
convinced that it will also eonifort my Honourable friend, Sir Chnlam 
Hussain Hida^’atallali. to know that he is not inelmled under very much 
of a different category to the mild Hindu. Therefore, terrorism is after 
all against the tradition of the eountry. Well, then, 1 am not talking of 
reviving terrorism of today or the terrorism that during this preced¬ 
ing period when it was nearly wiped out. I want to Ik* fair to the oppon¬ 
ents and I am going to take terrorism in its worst days. On the oilier 
side of the Ganges, in Southern India and in the Oentral India, where 
were the case.s of terrorism ? There were none. .Mind you. Sir. it is a 
vast tract of country, perhaps five-sixths of India and witli all that, in 
these, it w’as not that the papers were not l>eing circulatetl. I will pre¬ 
sently try to explain it in a boiler way. Where was fen’orisra ? Terro¬ 
rism was localised to two Provinces, that is the Punjab and Bengal or the 
north of India. It is merely common .sen.se that when a V'ast coiintr}'^ like 
this is practically free from terrorism and when oiilv in a b‘w ju-ovJiices 
it is localised, tlien wliat a good physician or a goofl doctor* will do ? IIow 
will he diagnose ? Will he coiideinii the whiio country or will he he 
right in saying that this is a local disease and, therefore, when a treatment 
is to be undertaken it is to be entirely local. 


The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Leader of the House) : 
Amputate that portion. 

Dr. 0. V. Deshmukh : But you do not amputate the whole body. 
I am glad that the Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar has taken the very 
words out of my inoiith. I am coming to the very argument presently. 
I am glad that the Honourable MeinW has anticipated me. I say it is 
a local disease and if there had been any torrori.sm in aiiv other part of 
the country I can assure you that Uie Honourable the Home Member would 
have informed us of it, but even ye,sterday in an apologetic way, he said 
that terrorism seemed to be reviving in Northern India. Well Sir, if 
that is so, what I say is this. ’ 

Mr. Muha mm ad Tamin Khan : What about the attack on the 
Bombay Governor f 
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Dr. O. V. Desbmukh : You .nc v(*ry good, 1 wan not going to 
I'orget it ; I wna going to numtion it. It was no\ an iu:t 
ui* tcTrori.^ni, if you lutvo read the c<use. That is why I say you are 
piiniuky, and, with the names of terrorism and Civil Disobe- 

dieiue, you seem to lose your brains and get panicky 

(li.iugliteiv, and that is |io\\ an att4‘inpt Ls being made to stampede y.iu 
and i)eoj)le of your type into voting for thi.s measure (LaugJiter). Now, 
Sir, 1 say that if the ^lisease is loeal yon must try to find out local 
niiiedies fur it. Why is it that terrorism does not exist in the rest of 
liuiia hut seems to exUt only in the land of the -Jalliauwalla Bagh and 
in the land oi detenus where (tetenus are kept in prison without trial, 
witlu»ut giving tlnuii a ehanee to ilefeiid themselves and without bringing 
ihtun to trial .* 

The Honourable Sir Henry Graik : Has there been no lerrori,sm in 
Ifomhay 7 

Di. U. V. jJeshmukh . N**. Sn*. 

xhe Honourable Sir Hf*nry Graik. What about the attemju to 
murder Sir Kriu‘^t liritson ’ 

Dr. O. V. Deshmukh : Would you call that an aet of terrfirism ? 
What is an aet of terrorism f If, without warning in the middle of the 
night, somelKxly tries to come and kill you, that may be called an act of 
tfurorism. After all, you yourself have never proved that it was an act 
of terrorism. It might have been a private grievance ; I am not here to 
defend it. But 1 do deny that that particular aet was an act of terrorism. 
But even supposing fur the sake of argument that there was one attempt 
which fortunately did not result in any loss of life, in the whole of the 
o bths of India with a population of about 200 million. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Graik : That is quite inaccurate ; there 
were acts of terrorism in .Madras too. 

Dr. O. V. Deshmukh : I am absolutely in love with your style of 
making ns.sertions. What T say is that if there was only an attempt in 
a vast territory containing about more than 200 million population, 
would you call that terrorism in the country ? When it suits you, you 
say that India is a big country, it is not a country, but it is a continent ; 
it eon.si.sts of different races and different provinces. But can you show 
me a single week in which in the continent of Europe there is not one 
single act of violence ? You see terrorism in the civilised parts of 
Europe such as Prance, Oerniany and England and in other parts but you 
do not on that account have repressive law's and laws concentrating the 
whole of the power in the executive authority. 

Mr. P. E. James : My Honourable friend is pobably not aware that, 
over a greater part of the continent of Europe, there are such repressive 
laws as my Honourable friend does not dream of. 

Dr. O. V. Deshmukh : My Honourable friend docs not seem to have 
either heard or understood what I said in the earlier part of my speech. 
H you have a dictatorial and despotic Government here tomorrow, I am 
with you ; I have no complaint against you. But because you make a 
pretence of democratic and Parliamentary Government, that is why I am 
coming forward before you, and I say that if you want to kwp your 
prestige as a Parliamentary nation, you must grant ns Parliamentary 
institutions and yon must behave in a democratic fashion. And it is no 
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good your picking up instances from countries which are ruled autocra¬ 
tically and applying those to us and then saying that you are still a 
Parliamentary nation. That is my complaint ; I hope you are satisfied. 
(Laughter.) 

Well, Sir, coming back to this terrorism, will you penalise the whole 
country by having a general measure like this ? I say that for a local 
complaint you can certainly by all means have a local remedy. And you 
cannot deny that you have plenty of weapons in your armoury. Ami I 
do not know why so much fuss is being made about tlie future Constitu¬ 
tion and trying to see that the future Ministers may be left in compara¬ 
tive peace. That does not mean much of a compliment to my own com¬ 
patriots and countrymen because it is an insidious insult if only my 
countrymen will look at it. The argument is put forward that they want 
to give to the future G<n’ernment these Acts so that ih.eir administration 
may be easy. I suppose the Members of this House widl know tliat the 
future Constitution Is supposed to be provincial autt)noiny and that all 
the authorities are supi)osed to be transferred to Indian hands ; and they 
have no confidence that my own countrymen, the Indian .Ministers. ^viIl 
be able to administer properly under criticism unless from now on they 
make this preparation that there shall be no eritieism hv (he press. Sir, 
this is an insidious underground insult to my own count n men and under 
the garb of saying that they want to leave the tiitnre Coiistitiition safe 
and smooth to work. This is the insult that is being hurled at my own 
countrymen. In the case, therefore, of this local terrori.sm T have no 
complaint if you have local measures. It is not that even in the future 
Constitution you'are not supplied with the ]Woper remedies. Why, you 
have the discretion of the Governor ; it is n<»t uierelv the Governor 
General ir Council but you have his independent judgment. He is 
responsible for the safety, he can have Ordinances and even Ordinance 
Acts. With all these powers and with provincial autonomy soon to come 
in, I fail to see the force of the argument that in the interests of the 
future Cous^itutinn that is condug in, let us have an alMndi;* incasnrc 
so that the ‘’iitiirc Constitution maybe safi* to work. T ‘Nay :hat lh(‘rc is 
something behind this and that something, .so far as I can guess, is 
nothing but attack on the press. 

Xow, Sir, let mo come to the third ground on whieh the TTonie 
Member wants tlie permission of this ITonse for this Statute, and that is 
Communism. There again T am not very much frightened of Com- 
munism. And after all is -sjild and donf» in snite of the lurid picture 
that was drawn before our eyes so that our hair may stand r)n end that 
there will be armed revolution and the fabric of the society will be 
destroyed, I say here agaiii I am not frightened at all. Can you prevent 
the principles of Communism coming into this country 1 You go round 
to all the booksellers and their shelves are full of Russian history and the 
principles of Communism. They arc not WTitten in Russian, if you 
please, but by your own English authors. And thev are not revolutionary 
authors but men like Bertrand Rassell and H. O. Wells and others. Ton 
will find libi^ries full of this Russian literature. Therefore, so far as the 
principles of Communism are concerned you cannot absolutely prevent 
them ; you cannot* prevent the intercourse of nations in these days much 
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as any tyrant would like to do. It is impossible, the times are not with 
them. 

Pandit Krishna BLant Malaviya : And there is the judgment of the 
Calcutta High Court. 

Dr. O. V. Deshmukfa : Yes, I wiU come to that. 

Then, ho far as the principles of Communism are concerned, I do not 
think anybody can prevent them. And what is more, if you object to 
those principles, how is the progress of humanity to go on t It is the 
glory of England and perhaps the one consolation that w'e have,—it might 
l>e a very ])oor consolation but it is a consolation and a grievance also,— 
that a nation which stands so much for free thought and has given 
shelter to so many persecuted Princes and (lovernnn*fits of Europe should 
by chance govern us but at the same time deny us the same privileges 
which they accord, not only to their own people, but particularly to those 
people whom they have nothing to do wdth. That is our grievance. All 
these hooks you cannot prevent. What is going to happen to vour iudicial 
Courts 1 

I At this .stage, Mr. Pre.sideut (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) 
resumed the (‘hair.) 

What is going to haj»pen after the decision in the Paleutta High 
t’ourt the other da> ? For mere d(\Mirning or planniiur you eanno^ put 
a man in prison. 1 suppose there again the Ooven.ment of India will 
say “ We eannot bring these enlprits to book and, th.erefore, let us have 
new legislation, wliich will take away the power of the Hiirh (\>urts and 
|)Ut it in the hands of the Distriet Magistrate as has been done in the case 
<»f press in this very A<*t I take it that that is going to be the next 
‘f“P u»uh‘r this (hunoeratie parliamentary floverimn nt What arc you 
LTointr do by having this Prew Act t By preventing papers saying 
.inything about rommunism, you eannot prevent the principles being 
disseminatecl amongst the intellectuals or amongst the reading puhlie of 
t^i^ c nintry , ami, thereftire, you might as well not make the attempt to 
ii.M'/./Ie the press. If it comes to aetion wliich goes against the law of the 
'ind or airamst soeiety, T take it that the Honourable the Home Member 
\\;i! not sleep as he is doing no\v : we will certainly expect him to stir 
.'•I I sit up and <lo something—thi‘re is snfThdent powder in the country 
prevent that. But in the hope that some day danger ought arise 
' o; an* not going to fetter the eounirv by all kinds of measures at the 
Mi sw'nt ^ime. 

But even here, the analysis of Communism does rot stop. I might 
^permitted an<l exc used if T give* some of my perscuul ex]ieriem*es that 
I have liad with the leaders of this Communism. 1 think that the first 
I'f-d display of the Communistic spirit, that might be said m have 
“cnrrcd In this country, w-ns in 1928—I think it was in connection with 
die textile strike that took place in Bombay. Mv friend. Sir Ghulam 
Ffn s'-Tin Hidnyatallah, will bear me out. that I took a cnnsiderahle part, 
'"■fnpyinjj an important position—the chair of hono\ir in that city, that 
N the Prcsiflent of the Bombay Municipal Corporation which pave two 
^'"•h illnatrioua Prcaidents to this Assembly. {A Voire : “ Yon will be 
lie third ”.) May be. During that time—^this strike went on for nearly 

Ave«kB or three months and it was a repular textile strike : I 
''»Pi)ened to po anxonpst the majority of men who were prisoners in the 
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AJeerut Conspiracy Case later under tlie charge of Communism or 
Bolshevism or something of the sort— I will tell you the genesis of this 
and that miglit suggest a nmedy to the Government, if they mi*an to take 
it up : I say that this Communism in India as everywliere else is nothing 
but a struggle between the haves and the have-nots : and if tin' have-nots 
have not got sutliiient to feed themselves and if they are starved and if 
they have to go and live their lives in niiseiy, then call it Communism or 
call it Bolshevism or call it capitalism and labour trouble—yon are going 
to have trouble ; and if it has developed further into the so-called Com¬ 
munism 1 say thij^t the genesis is entirely there, because to my mind Avlien 
they went on strike it was not so entirely unreasonable : I had conferences 
with the Millowuiers^ Association—I tliink my llonor.raltle friend. Sir 
Gluilam Hussain llida^’atallah, w’as in eharge of inn de]>artmeut of 
Government which deals with this and what is more, nor only wms 1 oi. the 
opinion, but here is one who was also of the same opinion. \ ask him 
whether he ean deny it : he cannot ; beeaiise he had a conference with 
them at the Secretariat : if he had thought that they were Coii.irunists, 
that they were red-hot Bolshevists, I take that he w^ould not have i on- 
ferred with them. 


Sir Ohulam Hussain Hidayatallali : May I rise to a ])er.sonal ex¬ 
planation and as the Honourable Member has spoken of me { At that 
time 1 was in eharge of Cabcuir and I wanli*d to settle tin' strike : 
therefore, I had to eall the leaders wdiether they w'ere ('onnnunists or 
others ; and I succeeded in settling that dispute. 


Dr. G. V. Deshmukh: I am very glad that Sir Ghiilam IIiis>,iin 
has given his explanation. The dispute was finally settled ))y Sir 
Ghulam Hussain on the last day ; but if you ask tliose •.rentleme!i 
themselves they will have to admit that praetieally all the preparatioit 
for it w^as done by the Bombay Municipal Corporation. I do not 
grudge Sir Ghulam having the credit—let him have it. If if. is for the 
W'clfare of my country and people—F do not eare w^ho takes the eredil 
I do not >^are even if the present Government of India take the 
credit. What T stand for is the w’eal and welfare of my people and 
it is from that point of view that 1 am discussing all these things. I 
sav if yon w^ant to prevent Communism or Bolshevism coming In. it 
w ill not be by throttling the press : it will not be by repressive mea¬ 
sures ; but ^t will bo by improving the industries * of this t»ouotry. 
I see the Finance Minister puffing out his cheeks and smilin*^ 
(Laughter.'I T am glad he has done that. Tf he had a chance, I am 
sure he would have quoted some Professor Pegu or somebody or other-- 

^ simple questions 

ChiindJr nfitT Indians, like Romesh 

Chunder Dutt and Mahadev Govmd Ranade, found out a lonir time 

WrA afro, before either the Finanee Member or^I Was 

horn. By the statistics and producing power of this country they 

Sain thi^ JSfIL • agriculture, agriculture cannot 

maintain the popnlation in this country. It is all very well for him 

pr7oio"7 metar 

J suppose if in England they had a Finance Minister like this who 
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kept ujj the balance of trade by exporting precious metals he would 
soon have been exported. (Laughter.) 1 do not know if that is the 
cause oi his being here. (Itenewed Laughter.) iiere, with no res¬ 
ponsibility, with no power of criticism in the people, he can go about 
proaciiiag his old ancient ideas which do not suit present conditions 
of the country, quote professors, bully inereiianis wherever he goes, 
talk to them what he likes as he did iu Bombay and do generally as 
he likes with the country. But L do not think he could have done it 
in Jus or in any other country\ (Interrui)tions and cries of “ Go on.*^) 
ThertUore, the real remedy against tliis is the industrial regeneration 
of the country. What country' is there on this earth winch will on 
grounds ol economy say'—where the Commerce Member will be 
allowed to continue if lie uses the arguments : “We can buy our 
materials outside at a cheaper rate in the case of vital industries.*’ 
The labourers of that country, the industrial labourers would not make 
his lile as a Coiiimerce Member worth while even for two days : they 
will soon see to it that he has to vacate his ot'ticc. We hear all kinds 
of argumeats here. We hear that because it is cheaper to buy some 
materials from outside,- 1 do not want to allude personally to any¬ 
body, and I hope that nobody' will lake my rcMuarks as personal,—it is 
not from the present CoiiiiiKnce Member alone that we luar it but we 
also lieard it from his predoeossor.s,—we hear tiiat because it is cheaper 
to buy some material from iiutside we should buy it in preference 
t(» ihe iiuligenous material. Sir, whoever has heard in regavil to com¬ 
mercial policy that when you start thinking of an industry, the deli- 
lau'aiioiis go on for l.i years, aiul at the end of years you say that 
li is not p»ohtable to get tin* inahnial in this country because accord¬ 
ing to statistics it is elieajier f<»r you to buy' that stuff from outside 1 
Sir, ! ''a.v that all vital industries of tin- country must first be started 
jrrespcM'tive of whether they are profitable or not, because, »Sir, besides 
ealeulaiing the return in pounds, shilling and pence, it gives em¬ 
ployment to labour, it improves tin* status, tlie manhood of the nation, 
it imjiroves the level of life. It has so many indirect advantages 
which cannot be eulcuiatetl in ruiieos, annas aiul pies. Therefore, I say 
lliai Si) long as the policy of this country continues to be what it is at 
[present, if vital industries are ignored or negleeted, if industries 
are iioi started, fostered ami devidoped in this country, what is the 
mduslrial labour to do 1 \our law and order may' be all right, peace 
and tranquillity may be all right, but tlii\v are only means to an end. 
Where the Honourable Member wiio spoke yesterday and we on this 
side difiVr is in this, lie wants peace and tranquillity' as an end in 
itself ; we want peace and tramtuiliity' as a means to an end. You will 
have peace and tranquil lit y^ when yiL u have the tranquillity of death ; 
ue also want the repose, but w'e w'ant the repose of life. That is the 
difference between your way of looking at things and our way' of 
looking at things, hene.e arises all this difference between you and us 
ami the difference in point of view betw'oen y'ou and us. That is the 
vital difference, and, therefore, \vhatever you may say cannot appeal 
to us, and I daresay whatever we say cannot and will not appeal 
lo y'ou, because our way of looking at things is quite different 
Jrom yours. Sir, I think it is Balzac wlio mentions in one of his 
novels about somebody'’s wife crying. Tie was one of those ultra 
scientists very fond of facts and figures. His wife happened to be 
L187LAD 1 
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crying, and he tells her, “ Why are you crying 1 Do you know what 
youn tears mean 1 They mean 99.94 per ceut, of water and perhaps 
.06 per cent, of sodium chloride ”. ijLaughter.j Whenever our own 
wife and chila cry we realise the pain and feeling, but that realisa¬ 
tion cannot be the same when we see the wife and child of somebody 
else crying. Logic and life cannot go together. You are talKmg 
merely of your dry facts and figures, whereas we are vitally concerned 
in our country’s welfare in tins question. You are merely coucerned 
with the interests of your oflice, you are ooucerned to that extent 
alone, and no more. As soon as your term of office is over, you take 
your pay and whatever fortune you make and clear out of this coirntry. 
And what is still more regrettable, you take away with you the ex¬ 
perience that you gain from this country. What we want to do,—and 
that is M'hat we are trying to do for the welfare of our people,— 
we want to keep all that talent and experience ni this country. iNow, 
wo as human beings are not very dilierent from you, but we look at 
things from diiferent viewpoints, or to use a very common expression, 
from a diticreut angle of vision. We look at bai)y’'s tears as our 
baby’s tears which will move us from an emotiou.d point of view ; 
you look at them from an economist ’s point of view so far as India is 
concenied ; not that you are incapable of feeling when the emotions 
are stirred. Why f Y'ou saw the attitude ami conduct «)f the Home 
Member just a little while ago when the passions were stirred. In 
spite of his advice to us yesterday that we should not introduce bitter¬ 
ness or emotion into the discussion we saw him perturbed and .igitnred, 
and he could not hear the speech of my' friend. Pandit Malaviym. You 
may thoroughly dislike it. We hear many things from your side 
which we thoroughly dislike. I suppo.se yesterday the Home Member 
was prominent on that side in shoutiiu; ‘ Order, order ’, if I am not 
very much mistaken. I don’t sa.v he was wrong ; he was perfeetly 
right ; and I would do the .same on this side. But it is very' easy to 
talk about being dispa.ssionate, being cold and looking at things merely 
in the lif'ht of cold rca.son and logic when things do not touch you. 
As soou as things really touch you, not nuTidy in the matter of emotions, 
but in the matter of interests, then every human being is apt to lose 
his logic. 

Mr. President (The ITonourahle Sir Abdur Rahim) : If the 
Sr.M. Honourable Member has much more to say...... 

Dr. G. V. Deshmukh : Sir, T have a great deal more to say. and I 
•hall require a little more time. 

Mr. President (The TIonourahh* .Sir Abdnr Rahim) : Then it i.s 
better we adjourn now. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Monday, 
the 9th .September, 1935, 
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The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Tribal Vkndetta on thb North-West Frontier. 

197. "‘Mr. B. Batyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether the facts regarding the tribal vendetta on the North- 

West Frontier })ublished on tlie 22nd iMay, 1935, are 
correct ; 

(b) what part Government played therein ; and 

(c) whether Government observe neutrality in such matters t 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : With your permission, Sir, 1 propose to reniy 
to questions .Nos. 197, 210 and 213 together, as they all relate to tiie 
murder of Khan Sahib Zangi Khan, Madda Khel. and the events which 
followed it. 

The reports published in the papers were noticed by Government. 
Tlie f'lets .stated in the account pulili.shed on the 22nd May, 193.‘), are 
based on infortnation supplied by Govertinient to the Pre.ss and arc 
sul'.slantially correct. 

These events took place in unadministered tribal territory, vhere 
iiov(*rntiient do not exercise control in regard to purely internal tribal 
limiters. 

Iiit’oriniition regardintt important events on the Norlh-West 
Kionlier is invariably furnished, as in this instance, to the Pros.s. 
(ii'Vernmcnt do not consider it nece.s^ary lo table the papers. 

Mr. S. Sat3ramurti ; May T know what is meant by unadministered 
JiicMs W!>at is the extent and nature of Government control in these 

•'tr»iis .* 

Mr. J. G. Achason : Government control is of a general nature and 
N iiminly confined to protecting the interests of the inhabitants of the 
I" ii^dibeuring administered districts of British India. 

Mr. S. Batyamnrti: With regard to the Honourable Member’s 
aiwncr to clause (r) of question No. 197, may I know whether in these 
'll) 111 ministered areas the Government observe strict neutrality among 
fliowe tribes or whether they support one tribe as against the other, 
if so, on what considerations T 

( 589 ) 
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Mr. J. G. Acheson : It is extremely difflcull to ^/ive answers lo 
general questions regarding unadiiiinistered tribal territory as the 
conditions vary enormously from place to place. If the Honourable 
Member will si)ccify any particular area, I will give an answer. 

Dr. Khan Sahib : Ts it a fact that in the unadministered area round 
about Loc Agra the woods there are kept as a preserve for the pleasure 
shoots of the Political Oflicer and his British friends, and is it also a 
fact tliat, if any tribal man intercedes, he is fined Rs. 50 and given 
three months’ rigorous imprisonment? 

Mr. J. 6. Acheson : 1 have no information, but the story ^lounds to 
me extremely improbable. 

Mr. S. Satyamiirti : May 1 know what is meant by purely inter¬ 
tribal matters ? 

Mr. J. O. Acheson : It is ditlieult to give legal definition such 
short notice, but speaking offhand, I should define purely inter-tribal 
matters as being matters which do not concern the inhal>i^aiits (»f tlie 
neighbouring districts of British India. 

Dr. Khan Sahib : Will the Honourable Member kindly takt‘ the 
trouble of finding out if vhat I have stated is true ? 

Mr. J. 0. Acheson : Certainly. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know the reasons why Oovernmen: at 
all interfere as between these tribes ? What are the reasons why 
Government interfere ? 

Mr. J. O. Acheson : In the interests of the semirity of trie neigh¬ 
bouring di.stricts of British India and the interests of the si*curity of 
India as a wlude. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Have Government tried to come to any terms 
with those ])cople, in onler to observe eertaiii rules in their relations 
with one a7m1her ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : Certainly. In most eases agr»'»MnenN 1 av»» 
been executed with the tribes, and these are being observed. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : In how many ea.ses, have .such agremneiits 
been executed ? 

Mr. J O. Acheson : I cannot give the exact number, but I would 
refer the Honourable Member to Aitehi.son’s Treaties, a copy of wlueh 
is, I believe, in the Library of the House. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Is that the latest word on the subject ? 

Mr. J. O. Acheson ; It is the latest word up to, I believe, 1928, 

when the last edition was revised. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Are there any treaties after 1928 f 

Mr. J, 0.^ Acheson : I believe there have been one or two agr*’<'’ 
menl.s--onc, for instance, the Jhalanai Agreement of 1933 which has 
recenlly been broken by the Tipper Mohmand.s. 

Mr. S. Satymurti : With reference to the Honourable Member’s 

answers to question No. 210 which was also answered along with 
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question No. 197, may I know whether the Durand Line is still the 
Frontier reco^ruised by the tribes as such 1 

Bb. J. O. Acheson : Yes, Sir. I will suggest that I sliould meet 
my Honourable friend and some of his friends and give them a lecture 
on the subject and give answers to questions. I find it very difficult 
to answer this miscellaneous mass of questions in the House though 
f am very happy to give all the; information I possibly can. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : T do not want lectures, but T want some intelli¬ 
gible iiir<»rinatioii about the Frontier. 1 am asking the Honourable 
Member why, in spite of all these various treaties, the tribal \varfar »5 
perpetually goe.s on costing enormous sums to the Indian Exchequer 
and loss of life 1 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : It is a big 
question, and it cannot be answered by means of questions and 
answers. 

Mr. 8. 8atyamurti : Sir, it is a non-voted subject, and what else 
can we do t We can only ask questions. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : It deals with 
a big question of poliey, and the ( hair thinks it ean be more appro¬ 
priately discussed on the budget. 

Mr. 8. 8atyamurti : We are seeking information, and we cannot 
get information on the budget diseu.ssion. Anyhow, 1 leave it at that. 
As regards the Honourable Member’s answer to question No. 213, 
r thought I heard the Honourable Member say that this was in con¬ 
nection with the construction of a road. 

Mr. J* O. Acheson : I did not say that, it had no connection with 
the construction of a road. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Then, what was this murder due to t 

Mr. J. O. Acheson : As far as can be ascertained, it was committed 
in prosecution of a typical Pathan blood feud. 

Dr. Khan Sahib ; Is it a fact that people who know about this 
unirdcr on the Frontier attribute it to the Political Department t 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : I rcstnu that question very much. I have 
never heard of any such allegation, and it is entirely false. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : With reference to the Honourable Member’s 
answer to part (c) of question No. 213, will Government place all the 
i*eh»vant papers on the table of the Hou.se T 

Mr. J. O. Acheaon : Government do not consider it necessary to 
place the papers on the table of the House. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : May I know why they do not consider it 
necessary t 

Mr. J. G. Adheaon : I have nothing to add to my answer. 

Safsouardiko of the Interests of Indians in Kenya. 

198. B, Satyamurti: Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether after the debate in this House during the last Session 
on the adjournment motion on the question of Indians in 

a2 
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Kenya, especially as regards the reservation of the highlands 
for Europeans, any correspondence has passed between them 
and the British Government, and if so, whether they will 
place the correspondence on the table ; 

(b) whether there has been any change in the situation, and if so, 
for better or for worse ; and 

(e) what steps Government propose to take to safeguard the 
interests of Indians in Kenya f 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : (a) Since the debate referred to by 
the Honourable Member the representations foreshadowed by me have 
been made to His Majesty’s Government, and the result is awaited. 
Government regret that publication of the correspondence cannot be 
considered until the negotiations have been completed. 

(h) So far as Government are aware there has been no change in 
the situation for the worse. 

(c) Government have already taken such steps as seemed desir 
able to safeguard Indian interests in this matter. 

Mr. S. Satjramurti : With reference to the answer to clause (a) 
of th(3 question, may I know when the (lovcrnmcnt of India addressed 
His Majesty’s Government on this matter t 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : Soon after the debate. 1 do not 
exactly remember the date. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Have they had any reply to it or none at all t 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : The position is that the Seeretary of 
State fur India and the Secretary of State for the (^)lonies are disena- 
sing this matter. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With reference to clau.se (6), I take il then* 
has been no change for the better either. 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : There is no change at all. The 
status quo remains. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With reference to clause (c), 1 thought inv 
Honourable friend said that Government have taken some steps. Ma]v 
r know definitely what steps they have taken ? 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai *. At this .stage, thi* only step taken is the 
step (if representing the position to His Majesty’s Government. 

• Will the Government of India remind His 
Majesty s Government and ask them to expedite a decision on this 
matter ' 


Sii- Girja Shankw Bajpai: I think rny Honourable friend will 

(he Colonial Office 
contented with the existin(r 
ThirwJn I -rJH® S”!,*’ iB^very much better than the position 
let the Colonial” (^der in Council were passed and we want to 

ifder tJ,£ wt in order to eon- 

^der tl.i., matter no long as the result of the consideration is favourable 
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Mr. S. Satyamurti : Are Qovernmeiit satisfied that no final order 
will be passed, until the Government of India have had their final say 
it] the matter 1 

Sir Girja Sfiiailkar Bajpai : The Seeretary of State for the Colonies 
gave an assurance to that efieot in the House of Commons. 

Mr. B. Das : Is the Honourable Member aware of the statement of 
Mr. Pandya and has he approached the Honourable Member in that 
connection t 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : With the exception of the interview 
<hat he gave to the press, Mr. Pandya has taken no steps to approach 
the (Sovernment of India either in regard to this matter or any other 
matter affecting Indians in Kenya. 

Mr. B. Das : He is probably disappointed with the Government of 
India. 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : That is a question which my friend 
might address to Mr. Pandya, but my recollection of the interview is 
fhat he expressed satisfaction with the steps taken by the Government 
of India. 

Positions ov Iniuans in Zanzibar w'ith RsoARn to the Clove Ordinances. 

IIH). *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be plea.scd to stale : 

(a) the latest position of Indians in Zanzibar with regard to the 
clove ordinances ; 

ih) what steps the Government of India have taken and are taking ; 
and 

(f) whether the question will be settled when the next clove crop 
comes in. and if not, why not t 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) and ib). The attention of the 
Honourable Member is invitetl to the reply given by me on the 4t.h 
Se|)teniber. to question ^o. 118. 

(el T hope so. Sir. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May T know, apart from this oiitimiitie tein- 
porainent which I entirely share with my Honourable friend, he has 
any reason.s for this hope ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : The mere fact that the Colonial Gffiee 
have not told us definitely that they propose to do nothing, is. in my 
Dpinion. a eircnmstsnee that irives ri.se to hope. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Is there nothing more hopeful than that in 
•lie situation * 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai ; My friend will appreciate that there 
i*an he nothing more definite until we have had a definite reply, 
" liieb has not yet materiali.sed. 

Mr 8. Satyamurti : Will the Government of India ask the 
^'olonial Office to expedite the reply t 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I can assure my Hononrahle friend 
tliat the Government of India are stimulating the Colonial Office to such 
an extent as they consider desirable. 
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Bb*. M. A Ayyang&r : Is the Honourable Member 

aware of an Associated Press message that a company has been floated 
in ISngland by name Zanzibar Distilleries Company t 

Sir Oirja Bajpai: I think my Honourable friend, Mr. 

Joshi, put a similar question, and I asked him to supply information 
so that I might consider whether an inquiry is desirable. If my 
Honourable friend will do likewise, I shall be very glad to oblige him. 

Rate-Wab between the British India Steam Navigation Company and 
THE Aoarwal Steam Navigation Company. 

200. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether they are aware of the rate-war going on between the 

B. I. S. N. Company and the Agarwal Steam Navigation 

Company ; 

(b) whether Government propose to take any steps in the matter ; 

and 

(c) if not, why not 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Kh a n : With your per¬ 
mission, Sir, I shall answer questions Nos. 200 and 225 together. 

The Government of India recently received from the Agarwal 
Steam Navigation Company a complaint alleging that the British 
India Steam Navigation Company had started a rate-war against 
them by reducing the passenger fares on the run between Rangoon 
and Calcutta, and requesting the intervention of Government in the 
matter. Shortly thereafter a representation was also received from 
Me.ssr.s. Ganga Singh and S. C. Bhattacharjee, on behalf of one 
Passenger Service League, Rangoon, reejucsting tin; intervcntiim of 
the Government of India in regard to the question of reducing pa.ssage 
rates between Rangoon and the Indian ports to the pre-war level and 
in the rate-war alleged to have been started by the Briti.sh India Steam 
Navigation ('onipany. As regards the alleged rate-war, the Agarn-al 
Company, on their own showing, were the first to reduce thir passage 
rate between Rangoon and Calcutta and only complained when a further 
reduction of rates was made b.v the other Company, The Government 
of India, therefore, decided not to take any action in the matter. With 
regard to the general question of reduction of passage rates between 
Rangoon and the Indian ports, reference is invited to the reply given 
by the Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore to Mr. Anantha.sayanaro 
-\>wangar’s umstarred questions Nos. 116 and 118 on the 27th 
Febrnary. 1935. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is *he position of the Ooveniment of 
India ? Do they refuse to interfere to reduce the fares between Rangoon 
and Indian ports ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Ah the Govern¬ 
ment of India found that the rate-war which had been complained of had 
hern started l.v the complainant company, they did not consider it fair 
to call It to the notice of the other eomnanv eoneerned Tn this ease, 
the rate-war had been started by the Agarwal Company theWHelves. 
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Mr. B. Batyamurti : Apart from the original responsibility, do not 
the Government of India consider that, in the interests of the develop* 
ment of Indian shipping, they should lay down certain maxima and 
minima rates, so that there may be a fair chance for Indian shipping ? 

The Honourable Bir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Under what 
authority ? 

Blr. B. Batyamurti : Have* the Government examined that question T 

The Honourable Bir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Government have 
looked into the question whieh was raised, to which I have given a reply, 
lint if my Honourable friend will tell me under what authority he expeet ; 
(Jovernmeiil to interfere, T shall look into the question further. 

Mr. B. Batyamurti : Have Government considered the need for giv- 
intr some opportunity for Indian shipping to develop 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : It appears from 
the correspondence carried on between the two companies that according 
to one of these companies the rates are already so low as to be 
uneconomical. 

Mr. S. Batyamurti : With regard to clause (b) of question No. 225, 
may T know what is the reason why the Government do not propose to 
reduce these fares to the economic level prevailing immediately before 
the War ? 

The Hononrable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; I have suggested 
that if my friend will refer me to the nnthorily under whieh Government 
< ;ni interfere, I shall bo very happy to look into the matter. 

Mr. 8. Batyamurti : Am T the legal adviser to the Ooveniment of 

India i 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdiir Rahim) : The Honourable 
Memlier’s re]>lv that Government have no authority. 

Mr. S Satvamurti : Thev could easily say so ? 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Ohetty : Is it the contention of the Govern- 
imud that the Agarwal Company violated the agreement entered into 
l>y them with the R T N. Co. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Was there any 
*i/reement entered into • 

Mr. Bami Vencatachelam Chetty : 1 thought Sir Joseph Bhore 

brought about eertain eompromise between the.se two companies ! 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : These were uot the 
^•nTnpanies eoneemed. 

Prof. H. O. Ranga : Do Government consider that the unfettered 
inf e-war now going on is in the interests of Indian shipping ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Klmn : If T am hound to 
offer an opinion on that, T think, when companies start a rate-war 
l)f»‘-.ve(Mi themselves, it is bound to injure some interest or other, but T 

not in a position to give an opinion as to this particular rate-war and 
♦^0 limits that it has reached. 
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Mr. Band Vencataohelam Ohetty : Will Government make a similar 
arrangement as in the case of the other companies 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Oovemmeiit’s 
good offices were invited in connection with one or two previous disputes 
and Government W’^ere ready to offer their good offices when they found 
that the companies concerned were willing that Government should take 
a hand in the matter. When Government find a similar readiness on 
behalf of any other group, I think Government will not be behind¬ 
hand in offering their help, if, by the offer of such good offices, they 
can help to bring about a settlement. 

Mr. Sami Vencataohelam Ohetty : Having regard to the fact that 
one of the companies stands to gain by this struggle, would it not be 
possible for the Government themselves to intervene and bring about a 
settlement 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : At the stage 
where matters stand. Government are not sure which company is likely 
to gain and which is likely to lose. When they come to a stage when they 
require the good offices of Governnnuit and the intervention of Govern¬ 
ment is likely to lead to good results. Government will not be unwilling 
to render such assistance as they can ? 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Are Government not aware that Indian shipping 
is in an infant stage ai coinpare<l with these giants ? Will not Govern¬ 
ment offer their good offices in the interests of tlie development of Indian 
shipping ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Government’s ex¬ 
perience is that the offer of good offices at a stage when the good offices 
are likely to bo rejected hy those eoiieerne<l does not lead to any useful 
purpose. A stage might arise wh<?n such good offices might lead to good 
results. 

Gold exported from India since England went off the Gold Standard. 

201. *Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) the total quantity of gold exported from this country since 

England went off the gold standard ; 

(b) the effect of it on the internal or the external trade of India ; 

and 

(c) whether Government propose to take any step to prohibit and 

restrict the export of gold from this country, and if not 

why not 1 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : (a) About 30^ million ounces 
between 22nd September, 1931, and the 25th Augnsi, 1935. 

(b) nr,a (c). r would invite llie attention of the Honourable Meml>er 
to ihe reply given by me to starred question No. 8 bv Mr. T. S Aviiinslii- 
inigam fhettiar during the current Session. 

to. 8. ^tyamurti : Has the Finance Member not changed his 
opinion yet 7 

The Honourable Sir James Orij» : Not yet. 
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qussnoMB and answsbs. 

Hr. 8. Satyamurti : Uhh tite Finance Member examined the quebtiou 
aa to how much of tliia gold is what is called distreiss gold ”, that is, 
not gold which cun be spared easily, but gold which is given up out cf 
distress of the unfortunate people concerned ? 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : I have considered that aspect of 
the question in so far as it is pos.sible to do it without a special inquiry. 
A special inquiry would, of course, be extraordinarily expensive, and, 1 
think, would lead to very indefinite results. 

Mr. 8. 8atyamurti : What is the conclusion of the Finance Member’s 
examination of this question f How much of this is distress gold ? 

The Honourable Sir James Or^^g : Not very much, in my own 
opinion, but I do not claim that it ia more than a matter of opinion. 

Prof. N. O. Ranga : Is the Honourable Member aware of a book 
called ” Wisdom and Waste ” written by one of their own experts, 
Mr. Darling, in which it is definitely stated that a great part of this 
gold is, naturally, very distress gold t 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : I do not entirely agree with 
.Mr. Darling, though, of course, this may be presumptuous on my part. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Will Oovernment institute an inquiry and find 
out liow much of this is <listres.s gold, and whether the interests of the 
tsountry do not demand at least a limiteil embargo on this gold export ! 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : No, Sir. 

Prof. N. G Ranga : What is the extent of the scope for the further 
exports of gold from India ’ 

The Honourable Sir James Origg ; Do you mean how inucli gold ib 
left in India ? Some figures were given in one of the League of Nations 
publications. I can look it up, and I can give the Honourable Member 
the referenee. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I ask what have been the aggregate 
exports to date and how much of gold is still left ! 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : My recollection is—if you look 
at the l^eague of Nations publication to which I have referred—that 
oidy about a fifth or sixth of the gold stocks has left the country. 

Prof. N. 0. Ranga : In view of the deplorable condition of oui* 
present balance of trade, liow much longer does the Finance Member 
expf*et our unrestricted gold «‘xports to help him in the balance of 
trade T 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : As long as is necessary. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Does the Honourable Member wish and expect 
the gold to be exported ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grlgg: No. Sir. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : With reference to clause (h) of the question— 
I am not prying into Budget secrete — may T ask, whether the Honourable 
Mcrnber has considered the possibility of these gold exports falling, and 
his apple cart being then upset f 
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James dtigg : 1 have considered that possibility, 
but I do not think it is probable in the near future. 

lb. La l cband Navaltai: How much gold does the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber wish should remain in India ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg 1 am not prepared to answer a 
hypothetical question like that. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai ; I only want the Honourable Member to 
give us the aggregate quantity that has been exported and 1 want to know 
how much scope for further exports there is now t 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : 1 am not prepared to answer that 
offhand. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Next question. 

Riohts op Indians in Zanzibab. 

i!02. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether their attention has been drawn to the statement made 
by Mr, Ohulam Ali Qadarbhoy, Zanzibar Indian Leader, 
published by the Associated Press of India, on the 19th 
May, 1933 , regarding the rights of Indituii in Zanzibar ; 

(h) whether the statements made therein are true ; and 

(c) what step if any, Government propose to take in tlie matter T 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai: (a) Yes. 

(6) The statements referred to by the Honourable Member contain 
both facts and inferences. Of the former, only those relating to Zanzibar 
appear to be precise. These are substantially correct. 

(e) The position of Indians in tlie territories mentioned continues to 
engage the attention of Government. As regards the Zanzibar I<and 
Alienation Decree, a Commission was appointed by the Government of 
Zanzibar to report on the problem of agricultural indebtedness in the 
Protectorate. Its report has been submitted and is under the considera¬ 
tion of the Colonial Government. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Have the Government of India got a copy of 
that report ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Yes, Sir, but it is still confidential. 

S. Satyamurti : Have this Government made any representations 
to His Majesty’s Government on that report ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai: Yes, Sir, we have represented to His 
Majesty’s Government that the report should be published as soon as 
possible. 

Mr. S. 8at3ramurti : Have they made any recommendations from the 
point of India to His Majesty’s Government t 

Sir Girja Shanltor Bajptd ; The Government of India prefer to defer 
representations until they are in possession of the views of the Colonial 
Government. 
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Mr. 8. Sstyamurti : Are the Government of India satisfied that the 
Colonial Government will not pas.s final orders, till the Government of 
India have had an opportunity of expressing their opinion ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : The Secretary of State fur ihe Colonies 
has been asked to take no action on the report or on the recommenda¬ 
tions of the Government of Zanzibar until the Government of India 
have had an opportunity of making tlieir reprcsenlations ? 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Hais he made any yet f 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai: Yes. 

Financial Adjustment for the Creation of the New Provinces of Orissa 

AND 8ind. 

203. *Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether the financial adjustment tor the creation of the new 

provinces of Orissa and Sind have been completed ; 

(b) if so, what they are ; and 

(c) if not, whether the Governments of Madras and Bihar and 

Orissa in respect of Orissa, and the Goveimmcut of Bombay 
in respect of Sind, will be given opportunities to state their 
case before a final solution is arrived at t 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg ; (a) and (b). Final conclusions in 
these matters have not yet been reached. 

(c) The Governments concerned have already been given the fullest 
opportunities to .state their cases. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Did they state their cases ? Are their cases 
being considered ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg ; Naturally. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : May 1 know whether, before Draft Orders in 
Council on this matter are placed before Parliament, the Government will 
have an opportunity of stating their opinions with regard to these 
arrangements ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Indubitably. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Will this House be given an opportunity of ex¬ 
pressing its opinion t 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : 1 cannot give any undertaking in 
that matter. For the most part these are accounting arrangements, and 
the questions of principle are very simple. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know since the Federal Government will 
presumably have to foot a portion of the Bill at least in respect of these 
provinces, what are the reasons why this House should not be given an 
opportunity of expre.ssing its opinion on these fundamental matters ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : The questions of principle con¬ 
cerned have been in the main determined by the Imperial Parliament. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With regard to the actual amount of contribution 
which should be paid by the Central Government, no principle has been 
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laid down. May I Itnow wlielher the actual proportion will be laid 
before the House for its opinion / 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : 1 cannot give any undertaking iu 
that matter. 

Hr. l AlfthawH Navalrai : May 1 ask if a uon-offieial is going to be 
joined with the officens who are investigating into this financial question 
of separation ? 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : No. Sir. 

lifr. Lalchand Navalrai: Why not f 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : Because I consider it is more ex¬ 
peditious and, in the end, more satisfactory if the question is deter¬ 
mined impartially and if there is no wrangle between members re¬ 
presenting the various provinces. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Ooe.s the Honourable Member think that, 
if a non-official were joined to this committee of officials, he would not he 
impartial ? 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : T cannot hear the Honour.able 
Member. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : I am talking quite loudly. 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : It reverberates. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Will the Honourable Member say, if a non¬ 
official Member is joined to the committee of officers who are investigat¬ 
ing this question, that he will not be impartial ? 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : Of course not ; non-officials will 
represent the provinces they come from. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May T ask if the very important quastion of the 
financial solvency of the projroscd federation and of these provinces is 
not a matter which .should be di.scu.s.sed on the floor of this House ? What 
are the reasons why the Government propose to conduct the inquiry in 
camera, and pass orders over our heads ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : The TIonourabIc Meinber had 
better put down a question and then T can give a coTisiderod answer. In 
any case, the main responsibility in the matter is the Government’s. 

Establishment op a Gebman Automobile Factoby in Bombay. 

201. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to slate . 

(a) whether it is a fact that a German automobile factory is being 

established in Bombay with a capacity for turning over 
fifteen thousand cars and one thousand omnibuses annually ; 

(b) whether any permission is sought for or given for the opening 

of that factory ; and 

(e) if so, on what conditions f 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell: (a) Not so far as I am aware. 

(b) and (c). Do not arise. 
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Tndun Exports and Imports and India’s Trade Position. 

205. ’’’Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether it is a fact that during the year 1934-35 Indian 

exports to the United Kingdom showed only a small increase 
of about 32 lakhs ; 

(b) whether during the same period Indian imports from the 

United Kingdom increased by over six crores of rupees ; 

(c) whether India’s trade with other Empire countries showed any 

appreciable rise in exports ; 

(d) whether imports from Empire countries into India showed an 

increase from 67 crores to 69 crores ; 

(e) whether Government have considered these il^ires as bearing 

on India’s trade position ; 

(/) whether Japan contributed considerably to India’s export 
trade ; and 

(gj whether India’s exports to foreign countries have increased in 
spite of the great decline in export to Germany, France, 
Italy and Turkey f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) According to 
the latesi available flgurt^. exports from India to the United Kingdom 
were Its. 47.H1 crores in 1934-35 as compared with 47.21 crores in 1933-34, 
an increase of Rs, 60 lakhs. 

(b) Imports into India from the United Kingdom amounted to 53.73 
crores in 1934-35 as compared with 47.59 crores in 1933-34, an inercase of 
Ks. 6.1 crores. 

(<:) India’s exports to the other Empire countries amounted to 21 53 
cj-ores in 1934-35, as against 20.94 crores in the preceding year. 

(d) Imports into India from Empire countries, other than the United 
Kingdom, were valued at Its. 11.62 crores in 1934-35 as against Its. 10.1i 
crores in 1933-34. 

(e) Government are fully aware of the position disclosed by these 
figures of India’s export and import trade. 

(/) Yes. 

(</) Yes. An increase of Rs. 10 crores in Japan’s taking of rav 
cotton more than counterbalanced decreases of Rs. 2 crores in e-xports to 
both Prance and Germany. Exports to Italy, however, showed an in¬ 
crease while in the case of Turkey there was a small decrease. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With reference to answer to clause (d) of the 
question, did I hear the Honourable Member to say imports from other 
than Empire countries 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafhiUah Khan : I said the imports 
which came to India from Empire countries other than the United 
Kingdom for which I have already given the figures. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : In view of the answers to clauses (a), (5), (o) 
and (d) of the question, may I know if the Honourable Member has 
examined these figures, in the light of the working of the Ottawa 
Agreement J 
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The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : Yes, Sir. 

M. S. Satyamurti : May 1 know if the Govermuent’s attention has 
been drawn to the fact that, while imports to this country have gone 
up very largely, the exports have risen only by 60 lakhs t 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : That follows from 

the answer. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: May I know whether Government are satisfied 
that India has got anything like reasonable benefit from the working 
of the Ottawa Agreement t If so, what are their reasons for arriving 
at thit! conclusion ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan ; Government do 
not propose to express any opinion as to the working of the Ottawa 
preferences as this House will have an opportunity of discussing them 
in the Budget Session on the basis of the report which Government have 
prepared. 

Mr. S. Satyamturti ; May I know whether Government have examined 
the causes for this large increase, of imports into this country, and 
whether it is not due to the preferences given to Britain ? 

Ifr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : I think it 
would be better if the Honourable Member puts these questions when 
the report is before the House. 

Preparations in India por a War. 

206. *Mr. S. Satyamurti: Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether their attention has been drawn to the statement of the 
United Press emanating from Bombay on the 3rd May, re¬ 
garding the Indian Army getting ready for war ; and 

(7j) whether the facts stated therein are true t 

Mr. G. B. F. Tottenham : (a) Yes. 

(b) No. 

Mh*. S. Satyamurti : Not even after the Italo-Abyssinian crisis T 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : No. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : You are always prepared for war 1 

Mr. Lalchand Navalraii: May I know from the Honourable Member 
if any attempt has been made to recruit people for the outside services 
up till now f 

Mr. O. B. F. Tottonbam : I do now know what the Honourable 
Member means, but the answer is probably in the negative. (Laughter.) 

Mr. M. Anantbasayaaam Ayyangar : With reference to part (a) of 
the question, may I know what are the steps that are being taken in this 
direction t 

Mr. O. B. F. Tottenham ; No steps. 
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Hiohkb Okkicbs held by Indians in the Govebnment op India 

Secbbtabiat. 

207. *llr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(tt) whether, in respect of the Government of India Secretariat 
there is a definite attempt to oust Indians from the higher 
offices : 

(6) how many Indians there were ten years ago nml five years ago 
in tile Qovernincnt of India Departments as Secretary, Addi¬ 
tional Secretary, Deputy Secretary or Under Secretary ; 

(c) how many Indians there are holding these offices to-day ; 

(d) how many Indians there are occupying such places in the 

Finance Department ; 

(e) whether there are any Indians in the Home Department holding 

such offices ; and 

(/) whether Government have any policy in this matter, and if so, 
what the policy is t 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (a) The answer is in the negative. 
(b) and (c). I lay a statement on the table. 

(d) One. 

(«) Yes ; one Under Secretary. 

(/) I would refer the Honourable Member to the Preamble to the 
Government of India Act, 1919. 


Statement ithowing the nuttihfff of Secretaries, Joint Secretaries, Deputy Secretaries and Under 
Secretaries {indudimj officers of correspondintf status) employed in the Government of India 
Secretariat on the 1st January, If)2o, 1930 and 1936, 


192.'). ' 193h. 1935. 


1 

Designation. j 


1 


Total 

No. 

i I 

No. of 
Indians. 

Total 

No. 

i 

1 

No. of 
Indians. 

Total 

No. 

No. of 
Indians. 


Secretaries 

U 

2 

1 

17 

3 

15 

4 

Joint Secretaries 

2 

Nil, 

5 

1 

7 

2 

Deputy Ret retaries .. 

20 

3 

20 

5 

22 

9 

Under Secretaries 

12 

6 

12 

0 

11 

6 

Total 

48 

11 

54 

1 

18 

55 

21 


Bfr. B. Satyamurti : I will put my supplementary questions on this 
question. Sir, tomorrow, after I have read the statement that has been 
laid on the table. 
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Mr. B. Das : Is it not a fact that except the Department of Educa¬ 
tion, Health and Lands, there is no Indian Deputy Secretary or Joint 
Secretary or Secretary in any other Department of the Government of 
India f 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I do not think that is the case. 

Mr. B. Das : Is it not a fact that there was a Joint Secretary in the 
Kuance Department and there was a Deputy Secretary in the Home 
Department and now. 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : I suggest to my Honourable 
friend that he should talk to me personally and I will tell him some 
facts about that which he does not know. 

Negotiations with the Shamozai Tribe on the North-West Frontier 

EOR A Friendly Agreement. 

208. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether their attention has been drawn to a telegram from the 

Free Press of India, dated Simla, the 1st May, regarding 
negotiation with the Shamozai tribe on the North-West 
Frontier for a friendly agreement ; 

(b) ^vliether the tacts stated therein are true ; and 

(o) whether any further progress has been made in this matter t 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : (a) Yes. 

(h) In the main—^the Shamozai were at their own request permitted, 
not invited or pressed, to come into a jirga. 

(c) Yes ; the road to Loe Agra has since been completed and it has 
been posKiblc to allow normal trafific across the river. 

Trade Neoo'j [attons be'jween the United Kingdom and Italy and India. 

209. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(o) whether their attention has been drawn to the statement made 
by Colonel Colville in the House of Commons, with regard 
to the trade negotiations between the United Kingdom and 
Italy ; 

(6) whether the Government of India have made any progress in 
negotiating such arrangement with the countries mentioned 
therein ; and 

(r) if not, why not 1 

The Honourable Sir Muha mm ad Zafrullah Khan : (a) On the assump¬ 
tion that the Honourable Member is referring to the statement made by 
Licnt.-Colonel Colville, Secretary of the Department of Overseas Trade, 
in the House of Commons, on the 29th April, 1935, the reply is in the 
affirinotive. 

(b) and (<;)• The countries mentioned by Colonel Colville were, Italy, 
Turkey, Egypt, Spain, Peru and Uruguay. Representations have already 
been made in respect of India’s trade relations with Italy and Turkey. 
The trade relations of India with the other countries mentioned dp not 
appear yet to .iustify the initiation of negotiations. 
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mx, M. Ananthasayaiiam Ayyangar : Is it a fact that all articles 
from India to Italy have been banned f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : No. 

Trouble on the Durand Line on the North-West Frontier. 

f21(). '’'Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether their attention has been drawn to the telegram of the 
P^ree l^ress of India, dated the 1st May, 1935 from Sinda 
regarding the trouble on the Durand Line on the North-West 
Frontier ; 

(/?) whether the facts stated therein are correct ; and 
(r) whether Government from time to time ar*^ I)rei)ared to issue 
authoritative communiques so as to give accurate aiid up-to- 
date information to the public ? 

Indian and Kiiroj*ean Associations (X)Nsultkd about the Extension of 

Kepressive Legislation. 

211. '"Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) wliellier they cmnsulled the Pluropean Associations in the 
country with regard to tlie extension of repressive legisla¬ 
tion, some of which expires by the end of this year and if 
so, which are the Associations they consulted ; 

(h) whether they will place the information they hive received on 
the table of the House, and if not, why not ; and 
(r) whether any Indian Associations were consulted, and if not, 
why not ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (a) and (e ». No Associations, 
cither Kuro]KMn or Indian, was consulted in X\w mati n’. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; Did any Association forwarrl their opinions to 
the Govc-niLieiit of India, without being consulted ^ 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I think a goo«] jnany individuals 
and Associations submitted their opinions to the Governiiient of India. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Did any Indian Association send its opinion ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : [ cannot remember that, but 
we have bad a good many opinions. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Did any European Association offer any 
opinion ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I am not sure about that. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Was any European Association against this 
Bill ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I must have notice of that 
question, 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; Was any Indian Association in favour of this 
Bill ? 

Th e Honourable Sir Henry Craik : There, again, I must have notice. 

tFor answer to this question, gee answer to question No. 197. 

H92LAD B 
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Consumption of Indian Linseed in Gbeat Bbitain. 

212. *Mr. S. SatTamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether it is a fact that during the year 1934-35 Great Britain’s 

oonsiuuption of Indian linseed dropped by about 65 thousand 

tons ; 

(b) whether it is a fact that the Argentine imports of linseed 

increased by ten thousand tons ; and 

(c) whether this decline and increase are growing, .ind what are the 

latest figures 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) and (b). 
The position stated by the Honourable Member is correct as compared 
with the year 1933-34. 

I lay a statement on the table showing the imports of linseed 
into the United Kingdom from India and Argentine iluring the tJiree 
years ending 1934-35 and the months of April to June during 1933, 
1934 and 1935. It is not yet possible to say whether the tendency to 
which the Honourable Member refers still continues. 


StatemerU showing the imports of linseed into the United Kingdom from India and Argentine 
during the period 1932-33 to 1934-35. 



Total. 

From India. 

From 

Argentine. 

1932-33 

1 

Tons. 

338,657 

Tons. 

13,620 

Tons. 

316,069 

1 

1933-34 . 

243,474 

173,988 

67,113 

1934-36 . 

186,667 

108,697 

77,411 


Statement showing the imports of linseed into the United Kigndom from India and Argentine for 
the months April to June in the year 1933,1934 and 1935. 






Total. 

From India. 

From 

Argentine. 







Toiu. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

April 1933 




23,747 

2,220 

21,017 

May, 1933 




14,612 

4,118 

9,486 

June, 1933 




14,128 

8,674 

4,799 

April, 1934 




19,347 

4,928 

14,419 

Ifay, 1934 




15,738 

10,788 

4,950 

Jane, 1934 




10,617 

6,276 

4,341 

April. 1936 .. 




10,223 

55 

17,164 

Hay, 1936 




16,047 

1,742 

14,306 

Jane, 1936 




14,549 

7,451 

7,087 
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Mr. 8. Satyamurti : In view of the fact that there has been a 
frantic propaganda about linseed after the Ottawa Agreement, will the 
Honourable the Commerce Member examine this phenomenal drop, and 
sec how far it is due to mere laws of supply and demand, and preference 
had nothing to do with it f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Sir, the drop is 
not phenomenal as a reference to the figures that 1 have submitted 
w«)uld show. For instance, in 1931-32, the export of linseed from India 
was 15,933 tons altogether. In 1932-33, it was 13,520 tons. In 1933- 
34, it was 173,988 tons, and, in 1934-35, it was 108,697 tons. There has 
been some drop, but I do not think that the inference can be drawn 
that there has been a phenomenal drop. Besides, it might be due to 
seasonal factors. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Is a drop of 65,000 tons only a small one t 

(No answer.) 

Mubder of Khan Saheb Zanoi Khan op Maddakhel, Nobth-West 

Frontier. 

t213. *Mr. 8. 8atyamnrti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether their attention has been drawn to the Associated Press 
statement published from PeshaWar, on the 18th May, re¬ 
garding the murder of Khan Saheb Zangi Khan of Madda- 
khel, North-West Frontier ; 

(5) whether the facta stated therein are true ; and 

(e) whether Government will place all the relevant papers on the 
table of this House T 

Committee for the Classification of Railway Goods. 

214. *Mr. 8. 8atyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether their attention has been drawn to the leading article 
in the Hindu, dated the 2nd May and entitled “ Railway 
Goods Classification Committee ” ; 

(5) whether they propose to deal with the complaints stated therein ; 
and 

(r) if so, what steps they will take to meet them t 

Mr. P. B. Bau : (a) Yes. 

(5) and (e). The difficulties experienced by the public to which 
reference is made in the article have been recognised by Railway Ad¬ 
ministrations, and the investigation, which is at present being made 
by the Indian Railway Conference Association in connection with the 
revision of the Railways’ General Classifieation of Goods, has simplifica¬ 
tion as one of its objects. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : At what stage does this investigation stand t 
When was it started, and when is it expected to finish t 

tFor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 1S7. 

L192LAD b2 
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Mr. P. E. Bau : I gave a full reply to this question only last week. 

Prof. N. O. Banga : May I know if the Andhra Chamber of Com¬ 
merce has brought to the notice of the Honourable Member certain 
anomalies in the rates classification that prevail on the Madras and 
Southern Mahratta Railway 1 

Mr. P. B. Bau : If my Honourable friend is referring to the inter¬ 
view that T had with the Andhra Chamber of Commerce, I may inform 
him til at they have given nie a printed memorandum which is under the 
consideration of the Railway Board. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government expedite their decision on 
this question ? 

Mr. P. B. Bau : I informed my Honourable friend last Wi!ek that 
Government would do their best to expedite their decision. 

Mr. P. E. James : May I ask, Sir, whether there will be another 
meeting of the conference which was held between the representatives 
of the Railway Conference and the representatives of the Chambers of 
Commerce in regard to this classification of rates ? 

Mr. P. B. Bau : I have not seen the proceedings of the last Con¬ 
ference, and, I am not sure, whether it was intended that they should 
meet again. 

Profe N. G. Bauga : Will all the interests concerned -industrial, 
commercial and agricultural—be given an opportunity of expressing their 
views before a final decision is reached in regard to tliis rc-classification 
of ratos ? 

Mr. P. B. Bau : I think that has always been the intention of the 
Government. 

Article entitled ‘‘ The Civil Service Bomb ” in the Amrita Bazar Patrika. 

1^15. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to slate ; 

(a) whether their attention has been drawn to an article, entitled 
“ The Civil Service Bomb in the Aairifa Bazar Paprika ; 

(h) whether they propose to follow up the publication of tliitt 
circular with a view to finding out the real authors thereof ; 
and 

(o) whether they propose to take any disciplinary actir)ii against 
them, and if not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (u) Yes, Sir. 

(b) No. 

(c) No, because the opinions expressed in the note were private 
opinions which were never intended for publication. 

Mr. 3. Satyamurti : Is it the position of the Government of India 
that their services can express any ofiinions in private for being considered 
by Service Associations, however much they may be against the policy 
of the Government ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I do not see how the Government 
of India can stop it. 
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Mr. 8. Satyamtirti: May 1 ask if these opinions were expressed by 
these Uonourable gentlemen as memoranda for the Bengal Civil Service 
Association ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : The suggestions contained in that 
circular were rejected by the Bengal Civil Service Association. 

Mr, 8. Satyamnrti : Do Government, therefore, propose to take no 
action again.st these gentlemen whose opinions clearly show that they 
are against even the reactionary Government of India Act, now placed 
on the Statute-book t 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : We do not punish people for 
holding private opinions about certain subjects. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Even though such opinions arc expressed pub¬ 
licly ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : No ; they were expressed 
privately. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Not even under the Press Act, can you punish 
them ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Only if they are published. 

Abolition of the existing Fbanchise enjoyed by Indians in Fiji. 

216. *Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether their attention has been drawn to the fact that a 

proposal is on foot in Fiji to abolish the existing franchise 

enjoyed by the Indians there ; 

(b) if hereafter they will be represented on the legislature by the 

nominees of the Government ; 

(c) whether the Government of India were consulted in this matter, 

and what their opinion was ; and 

(d) whether Government propose to start enquiries in the matter 

and take steps to see that the legitimate rights of Indians 

are protected 1 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai: (</) to (d). The attention of the 
llonourable Member is invited to the an.svver given by me on the 5th 
September, 1935, to Mr. Avinashiiingam Cheltiar’s question No. 149. 

Appointment of a Board of Non-Official Visitors to the Andamans. 

217. *Bfr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(а) the date on which they invited Dewan Bahadur Gopathy 

Narayanasamy Chettiar to visit Port Blair in the Andamans ; 

(б) the reasons why they invited him to do so ; 

(e) whether Government met the cost of his trip to and fro, and 

if so, why ; 

(d) whether this visit was planned after the letter of Mr. Mohan 

Lai Saksena to Government on this subject ; 
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(#) whether Government are proceeding ^ with their scheme to 
appoint a board of non-official visitors to tbe Andamans ; 
and 

(/) if so, at what stage the matter stands and when it will be 
completed 1 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (a) to (c). The Government of 
India did not invite Diwan Bahadiu* G. Narayanaswami Chetti to visit 
Port Blair. In September, 1933, he asked for permission to visit the 
Andamans. The permission was granted in November, 1933, as a 
special case, as the Diwan Bahadur has taken an active interest in prison 
administration and prison reform in India. Circumstances prevented 
him from paying the visit till April, 1935. The expenses of the journey 
to and from Port Blair were paid b}'^ the Diwan Bahadur himself. 

(d) No. 

(e) and (/). The question is under consideration. 1 hope to discuss 
it further with the Chief Commibsioiicr who is likely to visit Delhi during 
the cold weather. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May T know what are the general principles 
on which permission is given or refused to gentlemen who want to visit 
Port Blair ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I do not know if there are any 
general principles. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know why permission was refused to a 
Member of this Honourable House, while permission was given to a 
Member of another House ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik ; The reason w'hy permission was 
refused to a Member of this House is the subject of a later question. 

Prof. N, G. Ranga ; Why was this special treatment accorded to 
Diwan Bahadur Narayanaswami Chetty to visit the Andamans ? Is it 
because that he has been notorious in keeping down the amenities of 
‘‘ C ’’ class prisoners in Madras ? 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know if the Diwan Bahadur is a '' friend¬ 
ly ” person to Government, as there are friendly Presses ? Is it because 
ot his being a friend of the Government of India that he was permitted 
to visit Port Blair ? 

Tho Honourable Sir Henry Craik : He is a friend of mine, although 
I was not a Member of the Government at the time when permission was 
given to him. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know whether Government have perused 
his description of Port Blair as an Utopia, and do they propose to trans¬ 
fer their headquarters to Port Blair for some time ? 

James : May I ask, with the permission of my Honour¬ 
able friend, Mr. Satyamurti, whether it is not a fact that Diwan 
Bahadur Narayanaswami Chetty hp for years past been interested in 
the general question of prison administration and is, iu fact, one of the 
prime movers of Discharged Prisoners’ Aid Society both in Madras and 
lu Delhi and Simla ? 

BIr. 8. fotyamurti : The Honourable Member is giving information, 
and not asking a question. o e 
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Prof. H. 6. RAnga : lie is also a friend of the Madras Government. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : Yes, Sir. The Diwan Bahadur 
is a well known authority on prison administration, and prison reform. 
I think he was the founder of, or, at any rate, he was instrumental in 
lounding, the Prisoners’ Aid Society in Madras. 

Mir. S. Satyamurti : Is it not a fact that his is a faithful echo of 
“ His Master’s Voice ” ? 

Possibility op giving Warnings to the Public about Impending 

Earthquakes. 

218. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Gcrvernment be pleased to state : 

(tf) whether their attention has been drawn to the question 
answered in the House of Commons about the possibility of 
giving warnings to the public about impending earthquakes ; 

(b) whether Government have taken any action in the matter ; 

and 

(c) if so, with what result ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. O. Mitchell : (a) Yes. 

(6) and (c). The Government of India have consulted the 
Director General of Observatories whose opinion is that there is no 
practical method of giving warnings of impending earthquakes. He 
lias, however, suggested that a special research organisation is needed 
to study earthquakes in India, and this suggestion is now under eonsi- 
<leration. 

Refusal of Permission to Public Organisations to proceed to Quetta 
FOR Earthquake Relief Work. 

219. *Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether the President of the Indian National Congress appealed 

to the Viceroy and the Government of India to permit 
bond fide public organisations, including the Indian National 
Congress, to proceed to Quetta after the earthquake in order 
to help in giving relief ; 

(b) whether such permission was given or was refused ; and 

(c) if it was refused, the reasons why it was refused 1 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : (a) The answer to the first part 
the question is in the affirmative. 

(b) The permission w’as refused. 

(c) The reasons for refusal were stated in paragraph 3 of the 
C ommunique issued to the Press on the 5th June, 1935, copies of which 
^vill be found in the Library. 

Mr. S. 8at3ramurti : Were there any political reasons for the refusal 
of permission, for example, that the Indian National Congress^ shall not 
oe allowed to add to its prestige by doing humanitarian work in Quetta, 
they did in Bihar, during the last earthquake there T 
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The Hanonrable 8ir Henry Oraik: No reasons of that kind. 

Mr. &. Satyamurti : Were there any military reasons why strangers 
should not be allowed to see the havoc done by the earthquake in wd 
around Quetta ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Not that I am aware of. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Was this the reason—that the salvage work 
was stopped too early by Government, and, therefore, they did not want 
strangers and outsiders to come and see for themselves, in order to form 
their own conclusions, as to the right or wrong of having stopped the 
salvage work too early by Government f 

The Honourable Sir Henry Cyaik : 1 do not admit that the premises 
on which the Honourable Member’s presumption is founded are e.o)*- 
rect. 


Organisation of Sugar Marketing. 

220. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(а) whether their attention has been drawn to the paper read by 

Mr. V. C. Bhatt before the Royal Society of Arts, London, 

on India’s sugar industry ; 

(б) whether Government propose to take any steps for the better 

organisation of sugar marketing ; 

(c) w’hether a Sugar Bureau is proposed to be started for a self- 

supporting information service ; and 

(d) what other steps Government propose to take in this matter t 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : {a) The Government of India are not 
aw'are of any paper read by Mr. ‘ V. 0. Bhatt ’ before the Royal Society 
of Arts, London. Presumably my Honourable friend came across a 
Tamil variant of B. 0. Burt’s. Tliis officer has coiitribiUed a jiaper to 
the Journal of the Royal Society of London ajid Government have seen 
that. 

(h) and (d). This matter has been taken up by the Indian Sugar 
Mills’ Association and by the Indian Sugar Producers’ Association. The 
Sugar Technologist, Imperial Council of Agricultural Research, has 
given them all the technical assistance required in the preparation of 
standards of Indian factory sugars, ami is Chairman of a small committee 
set up by the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research for this pur¬ 
pose. FuiJfls for the preparation of standards were provided by th3 
Imperial Council of Agricultural Itcscarcli. It is expected ibat these 
Standards which will be prepared annually, tvill be on sale shortly to 
all requiring them. 

(c) A sugar Bureau has been in existence for many years. An 
Indian Trade Sugar Information Service on a self-supporting basis has 
been in operation since A])ril, 1934, while a Sugar Cable Informalion 
Service, vdiicli is also self-supporting and which gives to subscribers 
information about sugar prices, production, crop prospects in foreign 
countries, has been functioning since 1922. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : I plead guilty to the charge of reading Tamil 
pamphlets and newspapers. May I ask the Honourable Member 
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whether these departments are on a permanent basis, or on a temporary 
basis I 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I am not quite sure to which departments 
my Honourable friend refers. The Imperial Council of Agricultural 
llesearch is a department on a permanent basis. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : AVhough on a supplementary grant ! I am 
asking wlietlier tliose research departments wliich iny Honourable friend 
mentioned just now, in reply to part (c) of my question, are on a per¬ 
manent basis, or on a temporary basis ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : The position as regards that is that the 
Sugar Technologist who forms part of the Department of Imperial 
Council of Agricultural liesearch is, I believe, on contract. This par¬ 
ticular Research into Sugar standards is only a temporary thing for 
two or three years, I believe. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Has the Imperial Council of 
Agricultural Research evohed a scheme tor making India soli-snfficient 
in the production of sugar ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I do not think that is the function of 
the Tmi)erial Conneil of Agricultural Hesi^arch. 

Proposal to establish a Swadeshi Automobile Industry in India. 

221. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether certain businessmen of Bombay, or any other place in 
India, approached the Government of India with regard to 
a proposal to start and establish a swadeshi automobile 
industry in India ; 

(h) what their reply to the request was ; and 

tc) what steps Government propose to take in this matter T 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : (a) No. 

(b) and (r). Do not arise. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; May I know if Goveniment will apply to them 
the same standard as llic Griggian standard tliat tiiey must be self- 
siiiricient five years hence, before they give them any facilities ? 

The Honourable Mr. D, G. Mitchell ; The question has not yet 
arisen. 


Raising of New Loans. 

222. *Mr. S. Satyamurti ; Will Government be pleased to state : 
(flf) whether they propose to raise any new loans this year ; 

(fo) whether those loans will be raised in India or in England ; 
and 

(r) if the reply to part (a) be in the affirmative, what the terms 
and conditions will be ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : One sterling and one rupee loan 
have already been raised and the terms and results have been published 
in the Press. As regards the question of furhter loans I do not think 
it is in the public interest that I should make any statement. 
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Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Are Government considering any proposals 
for raising loans for conversion purposes ? 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : I do not quite know what the 
Honourable Member means. The whole debt programme of the 
Government of India is constantly under review and Government 
embark on conversions at the earliest moment when they are likely to 
give good results. It is a continuous process. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Apart from the maturing programme, are Gov¬ 
ernment constantly considering the question of using the present low 
rates of interest in the money market, to give relief to the Indian 
tax-payer by way of conversion ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Certainly, but, of course, each 
conversion is a question of the rights of the existing holders. You 
cannot force them out, you can only persuade them out ; and some¬ 
times it is rather more expejisive to persuade them than is worth 
while. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Then, why does not the Honourable Member 
consider the question of buying them out, and thus follow the right 
British precedent ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I cam certainly prepared to 
consider buying them out at any time when it gives favourable results. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : What were the respective rates of interest 
paid on these two loans ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I think the London one was 
about 3.1|6 and the Indian one a shade under 3^ ; that is including 
redemption. 


Rise in the Price of Silver. 

223. *Mr. 8 . Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

{a) whether they have considered the situation arising out of the 
continued rise in the price of silver ; 

(?>) whether they have considered the desirability and practica¬ 
bility of introducing the Government of India Rupee Secu¬ 
rities on the London Stock Exchange ; and 

(c) what the precautions are, if any, which Government propose 
to take to see that the Rupee does not go out of‘circulation, 
and an inconvenient demand does not arise for the conver¬ 
sion of currency notes into silver rupees t 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : {a) It is not quite accurate to 
say that there has been a continued rise in the price of silver. During 
April the price rose from about Ks. 68 to Rs. 84 per 100 tolas. It has 
since dropped to something in the neighbouidiood of Rs. 65. 

(6) and (c). Government have naturally been keeping a close 
watch on events and will continue to do so but I cannot say now what 
action they will find it necessary to take in any particular situation. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : With regard to the answer to clause (6), may 
I know whether Government have considered this particular sugges- 
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tlou of mine of introducing Rupee Securities on the London Stock 
Exchange 1 

The Honourable Sir James Qrigg : To be quite honest with the 
Honourable Member, I was not quite certaiu what the suggestion was, 
because the quotation of securities in other currencies on the London 
Stock Exchange is entirely a matter for the Committee of that Ex¬ 
change. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Have Government made a representation to 
that Committee ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : No, Sir. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Why, Sir ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Hecause Government do not 
consider that it is necessary. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Is it not desirable ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg ; L think probably not. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Have Government examined this question with 
any seriousness and with expert information, or is it case of off-hand 
opinion ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : It all depends on how the 
Honourable Member regai’ds my opinion. If I am an expert, then it 
has been considered by an expert. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : rnfoiiunately you are. Hut, with regard to 
the answer to clau.se (<•), what steps have Government considered in 
connection with this matter ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I do not think I can answer 

that. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Is there any possibility of that kind ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg ; That is a matter of opinion, 
and one o|>inion is obviously held by the Bombay Bullion Market. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is the expert’s opinion ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I think the expert’s opinions 
are in number equal to the number of experts. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is the Finance Member’s opinion ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : T cannot give yon that. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : What is the quantity of 
silver sold by the Government of India ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : There is a question on that 
later on. 

Bbpamatory Passages about Indians in a Publication entitled “ Sou¬ 
venir Programme oe Malayan Celebrations 

224. "‘Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether their attention has been drawn to a publication en¬ 
titled “ Souvenir Programme of Malayan Celebrations ” of 
the Silver Jubilee of His Majesty the King, issued Iqr Messrs. 
T. B. Rogers and Co., Ltd., and e^ted by James H. Martin ; 
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(b) whether their attention has been drawn to the defamatory 

passages about Indians in that publication ; and 

(c) whether Government propose to proscribe the book or take 

any other steps in order to prevent such defamation 5f 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) and (/;). Yes. 

(c) As the Honourable Member is probably aware a representation 
against the passages referred to by him was made on behalf of the Indian 
community in Malaya to the Government of the Colony. In Govern¬ 
ment's reply, which was widely published, His Excellency the Governor 
expressed, on behalf of the general public, his profound regret that the 
reputation of the Indian community should have been subjected to such 
an odious and unjustified attack. The publishers also agreed to ex¬ 
punge the offending passages from the unsold copies of the publication. 
The Government of India were advised by their Agent in Malaya that 
no further action was necessary on their part and they accepted this 
advice. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : With regard to clause (c*), I got no answer. 
May I know whether this Government propose to take any steps to 
proscribe that book in India ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : The Government of India are not aware 
that any copies of this book have actually reached this country. 
Their Information is that this was a publication of entirely local 
interest printed exclusively for local circMilation. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : But have Government considered the possi¬ 
bility of this book heiinr introduced into India, and do they proscribe 
books only after they arrive here, and never before ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : The Government of India consider it 
extremely unlikely that a supplement to a newspaper of purely local 
interest will reach this country. If my Jfononrable friend has informa¬ 
tion to the contrary in liis possession, 1 shall he very glad to bring to 
the notice of the department concerned the fpiestion of restrictive 
action. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know why my Honourable friend is 
answering this rpiestion when the department concerned is not 
answering it ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I am speaking on behalf of the De¬ 
partment of Education, Health aiul Lands, which is primarily eon- 
eernod with Indians overseas. 

Rate-War between the British India Steam Navigation Company and 
THE Agarwal Steam Navigation Company. 

t225. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether they have received any representation from Mr. Ganga 
Singh, M.L.C., and Mr. S. C. Bhattacharjee, editor of the 
Rangoon Mail, about the rate-war started by the B. I. S. N. 
Bangoon-Calcutta line against its new rival, the Agarwal 
Steam Navigation Company ; and 


tFor answer to this question, see answer to queetion No. 200. 
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(b) whether they propose to interfere, in the larger interests of the 
public, and stop this rate-war, and reduce the passage fares 
between India and the Rangoon ports to the economic level 
prevailing immediately before the war 1 

Transfers from the British Services to the Indian Army. 

226. *M[r. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether it has been decided to re-open the transfers from the 

British Services to the Indian Army, which had been closed 
for the last four years ; 

(b) whether oflie,ei'.s cotmnissiuucd between 1921—30 w’ill be accept¬ 

ed for transfer ; and 

(c) whether this arrangement will entail extra cost to the Indian 

Exchequer, and if so, how much ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : (a) and (b"). Yes. 

(c) No. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Is there no proposal to transfer more Indian 
senior officers now, tlian before, to the Indian annv 7 

Mr. O. R. P. Tottenham : Wherefrom 7 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Prom the Britisli army 7 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : There are no Indian officers in the 
British army. 


Appointment of Delimitation Committees. 

227. *Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state ; 

(а) whether they are aware that Delimitation Committees have 

been appointed by Madras and by other provinces ; 

(б) whether the Government of India were consulted in this matter ; 

and 

(c) what the functions and powers of these Delimitation Committees 
are 7 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : (a) Yes. 

(6) No. 

(c) The functions of these Committees are advisory and relate to 
matters pertaining to the delimitation of constituencies and connected 
electoral points referred to in the terms of reference to the Indian Delimi¬ 
tation Committee in respect of the future Legislatures. 

Jfc. S. Satyamurti : May I know if these Provincial Governments 
have appointed these delimitation committees, without any reference 
io the Government of India at all t 

The Honourable Sir NMpendra Sircar : I have answered the qxi^ 
tion whether the Government of India were consulted in this matter in 
the negative. 
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Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Does my Honourable friend draw a distinc¬ 
tion between consultation and reference 1 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : What is exactly meant by 

reference ? 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : I think my Honourable friend knows it better 
than I do. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : We were not consulted. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Were you informed about it { 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Yes, we were. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : And what was your answer ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : The answer was acknow¬ 
ledgment. It is a matter for the provincial committees to decide. 
We gave them no directions, and that is why 1 said that we were not 
consulted. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Do the Government of India contemplate varie¬ 
ties of voting and constituencies in the various provinces, and do they 
leave absolute discretion to the provinces to evolve fancy franchises, 
fancy votes, and fancy constituencies ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I object to all these insinua¬ 
tions in the question about fancy this and fancy that, and, if my 
Honourable friend will properly put the question, I will answer him. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : There is no insinuation. In Madras, for 
example, they have suggested single transferable votes. I am asking 
whether the Government of India do not consider some amount of 
uniformity necessary in the working of the various provincial fran¬ 
chises. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : That is a matter for the 
Committee to consider and uniformity is impossible, for conditions in 
the different provinces are absolutely different. 

Seth Gtovind Das : Are Government aware that, as far as the 
Central Provinces Delimitation Committee is concerned and its work 
is concerned, there is great dissatisfaction felt by the northern dis¬ 
tricts ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : We have no specific 
knowledge, but we know this much that whatever is done will cause 
dissatisfaction to some part of the provinces. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : My question is this : do the Government of 
India propose at any time to examine the proposals of these committees 
with a view to testing their soundness, their practicability, and their 
facility to promote the working of democratic institutions in this coun¬ 
try, or do they propose to observe benevolent neutrality in these 
matters ? . 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar: Whether they will adopt 
an attitude of benevolent neutrality or malevolent neutrality or whether 
they will take up belligerent attitude are matters on which no 6nal 
(le^ision has been arrived , 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : My question was whether this Government 
proposed to examine these various proposals of the provincial com* 
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mittces with a view to testing their soundness, practicability, and their 
fitness for democratic institutions : do they or do they not ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Wliat the Government of 
India will do in the future is a matter about which there is at present no 
final decision. 

Mr. S. Satyamnrti ; Questions can be asked only about the future 
course of Government action. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Chair 
thinks, the Honourable Member has answered it ; he has saiil that he 
lias not arrived at any decision. 

Mr. S. Satyamnrti : I take it from you, Sir. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Api*ointment op Assamese in Certain Appointments in the Comptroller’s 

Office, Assam. 

23. Srijut N. 0. Bardaloi : (o) Will Government state whether the 
number of appointments in the Comptroller’s Office in Assam, Shillong, 
are filled up as follows ! 


Kind of service. 

No. 

Hindus of Ben- 
gftli race includ¬ 
ing Sylhet Ben- Others, 
galees. 

(i) All-Jndia Service * .. 

2 

1 

1 

(it) Assistant account officers 

3 

3 

NU. 

(tit) Superintendents and Senior 
Assistants 

17 

17 

NU. 

(iv) Divisional accountants 

3 

3 

NU. 

(v) Clerks 

112 

90 

22 

(vi) Typists and stenographers 

4 

3 

1 

(vii) Record clerks 

12 

6 

6 


(b) Is it a fact that prior to 1929 Non-Bengali candidates had to 
pa.-is an office test whereas Bengali Hindus were exempted from passing 
that test f 

(o) Is it a fact that since 1929 recruitments are made direct without 
any test in the proportion of two Hindus and one Muhammadan f 

(d) Is it a fact that the number of Hindus in the Assam Valley 
Districts of Assamese race far out-number the Hindus of the Surma 
Valley who are Bengalis by race t 

(e) Will Government please state how many Assamese are there in 
Ihc list given above and how many Hindus of the Surma Valley are 
appointed till now t 

(/) Apart from the all-India services, is it not the policy of Govern¬ 
ment to distribute posts and preferments equitably among aU communities 
and races Y 

(ff) Is it a fact that the selecting officers in the Comptroller’s Depart¬ 
ment are two Bengalis arid an Anglo-Indian t 
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(A) Are Government aware of the fact that the Gauhati College and the 
Calcutta Colleges are turning out scores of Assamese graduates every year, 
and that great discontent among Assamese youths for being deprived of 
their legitimate shares in the posts of these lucrative Departments is 
prevalent ? Are Government prepared to re-shuffle the posts of these 
Departments and fix a proportion of appointments to be given to the 
Assamese according to their iH)pu!ation in the Province ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : The intormation is being obtained 
and will be laid on the table of the House in due course. 

Pekiodical Transeek of the Supervising Officials in the Madras 

Customs House. 

24. Mr. B. B. Varma : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the present Assistant (Collectors and (-hiof 
Inspector of the ^Madras Customs House have been working in the Madras 
Port for many years, and if so, will Government please state the number of 
years each official, referred to, has been working in the Port ? 

(b) Will Government bo pleased to state whellier it is a fact that the 
supervising officials of the Madras (Justoms House belong to all-India cadre 
and are liable to transfer to other Ports i 

(c) Is it a fact that in the Salt Department amalgamated with Customs 
recently, supervising officials are not posted continuously in the same 
station for man}^ years in public interest i 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state whether they are aware that 
only two or tJiree sample })ackages of cement bags, importeii fruits, etc., 
are reserved for weighing while the rest of the goods go unchecked and,, 
if the reply is in the affirmative, are Government aware that considerable 
customs revenue is lost by this defectivie piiocedure ? 

(^0 Do Government propose to arrange for periodical transfer of the 
supervising officials posted to the .Madras Customs House ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : (ff) The two AssistJint Collectors have been .serv¬ 
ing at Madras in their present capacity since 1927 and 1929, respectively. 
The Chief Inspector has held his present appoijitiucnt sinee 1921. 

(d) Only the (Collector and the Assistant (,'ollectors, who are mem¬ 
bers of the Imperial Customs Service, are liable to transfer. One of 
the present Assistant Collectors was promolcd froin a class II appoint¬ 
ment in the Madras Custom House and normally such are retained at 
the Port where they have served before such promotion. 

(d) Government have no reason to believe that the procedure- 
adopted at Madras is defective or results in loss of revenue. 

(c) and (e). Both in the Customs Department and in the Salt 
Department transfers are effected only when they are in the public 
interest and not after any fixed periods. 

Grievances op the Staff on the Bombay, Baroda and Central India 

Railway. 

25. Pandit Sri Erislma Dutta Paliwal: (a) Is it. a fact that 
the relieving staff on the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway ia 
sufficient only to cope with the cases of ordinary leave f 
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(b) If the answer to the above question be in the affirmative, will 
Government please state what steps they intend to take to remove the 
grievances of the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway employees 
with 8i>ecial reference to leave 1 

(c) Is it further a fact that the Railway staff between Bayana-Agra 
section, specially at Fatehpur Sikri station, had to be on duty more than 
84 hours a week f If so, do Government propose to take steps to stop 
this over-work ? 

(d) Is it a fact that this Railway Staff gets no holiday either on 
Sundays or on any gazetted holiday ? 

Itir. P. R. Ban : (a) and (b). Government have no information. 
The staff of the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway are not 
Government servants and the Agent is competent to deal with the 
matter. 

(c) and (d). Government have no information. The Hours of 
Employment Regulations are being introduced on the Bombay, Baroda 
and Central India Railway with effect from the 1st November, 1935, and 
any departure from these Regulations thereafter will be investigated by 
the Supervisor of Railway Labour and brought to the notice of Govern¬ 
ment. 

Refusal of Leave to the Railway Staff of the Mobadabad Division. 

26. Pandit Sri Krishna Datta Paliwal : (a) Is it a fact that 
the Railway Staff of the Moradabad Division is not granted leave when 
they apply for it f 

(6) Is it also a fact that they are not granted even casual leave t 

Mr. P. B. Ban : (a) and (6). Government have no reason to 
believe that the facts are as stated. 

Free Quarters for the Commercial Staff at certain Stations in the 

Moradabad Division. 

27. Pandit Sii Krishna Datta Paliwal : Will Government please 
state if it is a fact that the commercial staff at certain stations in the 
Moradabad Division are not supplied with free quarters in preference to 
the transportation staff f Is it a fact that they too have to perform night 
duties, etc. 1 If so, why are the former not supplied with free quarters f 

Mr. P. B. Bau : Government have no information but have for¬ 
warded a copy of the question to the Agent, East Indian Railway, to 
consider whether any action is required. 

Difference in the Scales of Pay of the Goods Clerk and Booking 

Clerk. 

28. Pandit Sri Krishna Datta Paliwal: (a) Is it a fact that 
a difference in the scales of pay of the goods clerk and booking clerk has 
been enforced since the 1st November, 1928, in favour of the former t If 
so, why t 

(b) Is there a difference in the scale of pay of the office clerks and 
the time clerk, which favours the former f If so, why 1 
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Mr. P. R. Ban : Govornment have no information. These ques¬ 
tion have been left by them to the Agents of State-managed Railways to 
deal with. 

Want op Dibect Train Connection between Muttra and Allahabad. 

29. Pandit Sri Krishna Dntta Paliwal : (a) Is it a fact that 

there is no direct train connection between Muttra and Allahabad, the two 
great cities of pilgrimage for Hindus ? 

(6) Arc Government aware thaft on account of the insufficient lighting 
arrangements and very little interval between the two (Tlombay, Baroda 
and Central India and East Indian Railways) night trains at the Hathnis 
Junction the passengers are put to very great inconvenience ? 

(c) If the answer to the above two parts be in the affirmative, whai 
steps do Government proi)Ose to take to remove the grievances ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : (n) V<‘S. Throngli trains between Ilovrah and 
Muttra were run prior to 1st March, 1931, but the service was dis- 
conrinued as the number of long distance passengers entraining and 
detraining at Muttra did not justify its continuance. The total numbei' 
of tickets issued from Allahabad to and vui Muttra and to stations in 
the Agra area and via for a period of twelve months ending Jime, 1934, 
averaged 29 per day. 

(5) and (c). The Agent states that the station is lit by four high 
power lamps and nineteen ordinary platform lamps and that he has not 
been able to trace any complaints regarding the lighting arrangements 
at the station. He is, however, having the matter looked into further to 
see if there are any grounds for complaint. 

The interval between the arrival of the East Indian Railway’s 
train and the departure of the Bombay, Baroda and Ontral India 
Railway’s train is 21 minutes. This does not appear to be inadequate. 

Rebate allowed by the Leading Shipping Companies for Passages to 
Europe for Railway Servants. 

30. Mr. V. V. Oiri : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that several shipping oompaniefe allow a rebate of 
about 5 per cent, on the passages for railway servants T If not, will 
Government slate the exact amount of rebate allowed by leading com¬ 
panies for passages to Europe ? 

Is it a fact that the Railway Board used to deduct rebate amounts 
from tiio passage money allowed to railway officers or officials entitled to 
the Lee Concessions up to August, 1934 ? 

(c) Will Government please state the amounts credited to raihvay 
revenues on each State-owmed Railway in regard to rebates allowed on 
passage money from the time the Lee concessions were sanctioned ? 

(d) Will Qm^ernment state whether it is a fact that the Raihvay 
Board have decided to allow railway officials to pocket rebates on passage 
money allow^ed under the Tjee Concessions and, if so, will Government be 
pleased to state the actual loss suffered on each Class I Railway by allowing 
this concession over and above the actual cost of passages ? 
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Hr. P. R. Ban : (a) Government understand that some shipping 
companies grant a rebate on passages booked by railway servants 
whether at their own expense or as part of the Lee Concessions. Gov¬ 
ernment are not aware of the exact amount in all cases. 

(6), (c) and (d). These rebates were not, so far as Government is 
aware, credited to railway revenues. Originally they were credited to 
the passage accounts of the officers concerned ; later it was decided that 
the rebates, when allowed by the companies, may be received by the 
officers in cash. This decision did not ultimately make any difference 
so far as railway revenues were concerned ; but the whole question of 
whether such rebates should be brought into the Government accounts 
at all and, if so, how they are to be accounted for, is being reconsidered. 

Frrtgiit charged on certain Ciasskr of Goods. 

31. M. V. V. Giri : Will Government be pleased to state 
the freight charged on goods classified under several clas.ses of generfd 
goods cla.ssification on each .('lass I Railway, within the minima and 
maxima prescribed by the Railw^ay Board ? 

Mr. P. R. Ban : For the purpose of Trcight rales, commodities ar<; 
placed in ten different classes, I attach a statement giving the maximum 
and minimum rates per maiind per mile for each class. 

Within the maxima and minima, Railway Administrations are em¬ 
powered to quote such rates as circumstances require. The rates 
actually charged are notified by the different Railway Administrations in 
their Goods Tariffs. 


StfUemeM, 


Claflfl. 





Afinimum. 

Maximum. 






Pie. 

Pie. 

1 





•10 

•38 

2 





•10 

•42 

3 





•166 

•58 

4 





• 166 

•62 

6 





•166 

•77 

6 





•166 

•83 

7 





•166 

•96 

8 





•166 

104 

9 .. 





•166 

1-26 

10 


•• 

.. 


•166 

1-87 

Cost of Repair 

AND Maintenance incurred 
Railways. 

ON Rolling 

Stock on 

32. Mr. V. 

V. 

Giri : 

Will Government 

be pleased 

to state 


the av<?rage cost of repair and niaintcnaiice incurred on each unit of 
rolling stock condemned in 1933-34 and 1934-35 on each Class I Railway ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : I am unable to understand the Honourable 
Member’s question. Condemned rolling stock is usually broken up and 
L102IiAD C2 
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serviceable material obtained therefrom is again used. The remainder 
is sold as scrap. No cost is incurred on repair and maintenance on these. 

Output Capacity of the Tatanagab Railway Workshops and other 
Workshops for Manufacture of Carriage and Wagon Under- 
Frames. 

33. Mr. V. V. Giri : Will Government be pleased to state 
the maximum output capacity of the Tatanagar Railway Workshops and 
other \vorkslioi)s ownried by Government for manufacture of carriage and 
wagon under-frames f 

Mr. P. R. Bau : The capacity of tlie Tatanagar Workshops per 
annum is 550 L R. S. Broad Gauge 68'—0" Bogie under-frames or 2,200 
I. It. S. Broad Gauge 4-wheeled wagon under-frames. 

The only other Railway Workshop undertaking the manufacture of 
under-frames is the Ajmer Workshop of the Bombay, Baroda and Central 
India Railway. Its annual capacity is 75 Metre Gauge Bogie carriage 
under-frames plus 800 Metre Gauge 4-wheeled wagon under-frames. 

Manufacture of Locomotive Boilers in Railway Workshops. 

34. Mx\ V. V. Oiri : Is it a fact that locomotive boilers used to be 
manufactured in several railway workshops, and if so, will Government 
please state the difference in cost in manufacture in railway workshops 
and outside ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : I believe that many years ago locomotive boilers 
used to be manufactured in one or two of the railway workshops : at 
present the only workshop that undertakes the manufacture is the 
Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway Workshop at Ajmer. I am 
endeavouring to obtain the cost of manufacture at Ajmer and the cost 
of purchase of a similar boiler from outside, t shall lay a statement on 
the table later. 

Interest allowed on Provident Fund Deposits of Railway Servants. 

35. Mr. V. V. Oiri : Will Government be pleased to state 
the actual interest allowed on the Provident Fund assets of the railway 
.servants in the last ten years 1 

Mr. P. R. Rau : A statement showing the rate of interest allowed 
on all provident fund deposits (including deposits of servants of State- 
managed Railways) for the last ten years is attached. Servants of the 
Assam Bengal, Bombay, Baroda and Central India, Bengal Nagpur, 
Madras and Southern Mahratta and South Indian Railways have also, 
during the period in qusetion, been allowed the same rates. 


Year. 

1926- 27 . 

1927- 28 .. 

1928- 29 .. 

1929- 30 .. 

1930- 31 .. 
1931.32 .. 

1932- 33 .. 

1933- 34 .. 

1934- 36 .. 

1935- 36 .. 


Rate of interest. 

Ci% 

4i% 

4f% 

H% 

6 % 

6 % 

6-26% 

«•«% 

5-26% 

«% 
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INTEBE8T ALLOWED IN CALCULATING COMMUTATION VALUE OP PeN8ION8. 

36. Mr. V. V. Girl : Will Government be pleased to state 
the amount of interest allowed in calculating^ commutation value of pen¬ 
sions each year since 1921 in regard to Government pensions ! 

Honourable ffir James Gxigg : A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement. 


For applications made in India. 

For applications made in 
Kingdom. 

the United 

Period. 

Rate ! 
of 

interest. 

Period. 

Kate 

of 

interest. 

From the let Januai^, 1921 to the 
13th Jane, 1921. 

31 per cent, 
per annum. 

From the Ist January, 1921 to 
the 14th January. 1926. 

1 6 per cent, 
per annum. 

14th June, 1921 to the Slat March, 
1927, 

51 per cent, 
per annum. 

15th January^ 1926 to the 16th 

1 March, 1927. 

51 per cent, 
per annum. 

iBt April, 1927 to the 3rd Decem¬ 
ber, 1928. 

If per c.ent. 
per annum. 

■ 17th March, 1927 to the 3rd 

1 December, 1928. 

, 4| per cent, 
j per annum. 


For officers of Asiatic domicih*. 

For other officers. 

1 

Period. j 

1 

i 

Rate I 

of 1 

interest. 

j Rate 

Period. of 

interest. 

From the 4th December, 1928 to 
the Slat March, 1930. 

4 J per cent, 
per annum. 

From the 4th December, 1928 i 4| per cent, 
to the 31st March, 1930. j per annum. 

Ist April, 1930 to the Slst July, 
1933. 

6 per cent, 
per annum. 

Ist April, 1930 to the Slst I 6 per cent. 
May, 1933. | per annum. 

Ist August, 1933 to the 16th Sep¬ 
tember, 1934. 

41 per cent, 
per annum. 

Ist June, 1933 to the I5th 41 per cent. 
July, 1934. 1 per annum. 

16th September, 1934 onwards.. 

41 per cent, 
per annum. 

16thJuly, 1934onwards .. ^ 41 per cent. 

1 per annum. 

! 


Additional Appointments and Retrenched Employees on State 

Railways. 

37. Mr. V. V. Qiri : (a) Will Gk>vernment be pleased to state 
the number of additional appointments of officers on all State-owned Class 
I Railways after retrenchment campaign of 1931 ? 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state the number of retrenched 
persons taken back into service on old scales and on lesser paid scales of 
pay, respectively, on each Glass I Railway since 14th July, 1931 f 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state the number of retrenched 
employees now on the waiting list of each Class I Railway f 
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Mr , p. p, Bau : (a) I would invite the Honourable litember’s atten¬ 
tion to the statement showing the number of appointments created and 
vacancies which occurred among officers of gazetted rank on State Rail¬ 
ways and of corresponding rai^ on Companies Railways which appears 
as appendix ‘ G ^ to Volume I of the Annual Report by the Railway Board 
on Indian Railways, for 1931-32, 1932-33 and 1933-84. 

(6) and (c). The available information is contained in the state¬ 
ment laid on the table of the House on the 2nd September, 1935, in connec¬ 
tion with starred question No. 158 asked by Mr. V. V. Giri on the 12th 
February, 1935. All persons who were originally appointed before the 
16th July, 1931, were, when re-employed after retrenchment in accord¬ 
ance with the existing orders, eligible for the old scales of pay. 

Motor Buses run by the Railways. 

38. Mr. V. V. Oiri: Will Government be pleased to state 
the number of motor buses run by the Railways under the provisions of 
the Indian Railways (^Xmendment) Act of 1934 ? 


Mr. P. B. Ban : None. 


Constitution op a Joint Standing Machinery on Railways. 

39. Mr. V. V. Oiri; Will Government be pleased to state 
when they propose to arrive at a decision regarding the constitution of 
a Joint Standing Machinery on Railways as recommended by the Whitley 
Commission and demanded by the All-India Railwaymen’s Federation, and 
will Government be pleased to state whether they propose to inform the 
said Federation about the draft proposals before coming to a final 
decision ? 

Mr. P. B. Bau : The matter is still under consideration. 

Amount credited to Railway Revenues under Fines, Forfeiture op 

Provident Fund, etc., and Income and Disbursements op the Staff 

Benefit Fund of each Railway. 

40. Mr. V. V. Giri : Will Government be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing the sums credited to Railway Revenues under 
fines, forfeiture of the Provident Fund Bonus, etc., during 1931, 1932, 1933 
and 1934 on each Class I Railway, and a .statement showing the income and 
disbursements of the Staff Benefit Fund of each Class I Railway during 
the same years ? 

Mr. P. B..Bau : Four statements showing the transactions of the 
Fine Funds|Staff Benefit Funds on Class I Railways, during the years 
1931 to 1934, are attached. 



: Aowing tranaoeUam of Ae Fine Funds of CUue I BaUvoayefor the pnanekU year 1930-31. 
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Staff to impusment the Hoobb of Empi<oymeiit Regulatiohs oh the 

Madbas and Southebn Mahbatta and the Bombay, Baboda and 

,Centbal Jndu Railways. 

41. Mr. V. V. Girl: Will Government be pleased to state 
the number of additional staff required and proposed to be appointed to 
implement the Hours of Employment Regulations on the Madras and 
Southern Mahratta and the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railways f 

Ml’. P. R. Ban : The Agents, Madras and Southern Mahratta and 
Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railways, report that the number of 
additional staff required to implement the Hours of Employment Regu¬ 
lations on their railways is approximately 421 and 581, respectively. 

Tbansfeb of the Management of the Company-managed Railways. 

42. Mr. V. V. Oiri : Will Government be pleased to state 
whether any steps are being taken to transfer the management of all 
Company-managed Itailways, to facilitate amalgamation of Railways as 
recommended by Pope Committee ? If not, why not ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : Such transfer can only be made at the termination 
of existing contracts ; otherwise, hy private negotiation outside the con¬ 
tracts w’hich may be very expensive. The (luestion raised by Mr. Pope 
is, however, receiving attention. 

Repobt on the Question of the Manufacture of Locomotives in 
Railway Workshops in India. 

43. Mr. V. V. Oiri : Will Government be pleased to lay on the 
table a copy of the Report of Enquirj'^ into the question of locomotive 
manufacture in railway workshops in India t 

Mr. P. R. Rau : A memorandum on the subject is being prepared 
and will be placed before the Standing Finance Committee for Railways 
as early as possible. 

Persons discharged on Disciplinary Grounds on Railways. 

44. Mr. V. V. Giri : Will Government be pleased to state 
the number of persons discharged on disciplinary grounds on each Class I 
Railway since the New Discharge and Dismissal Rules of 1930 were 
introduced f 

Mr. P. R. Ban : Government haYe no information and consider that 
the collection of the information required will involve an amount of time 
and trouble unlikely to be justified by results. 

Proposed Railway Line from Syxhet to Chhatak. 

45. - Mr. Basanta Kmnar Das : With reference to the answers given 
on liehnlf of Government to starred question No. 529, ai^ed on the 25th 
February last, will Government be pleased to state if any report has been 
submitted after the investigation undertaken regarding the proposed rail- 
v*y frotn Eyihet to Chhatak as a part of the Sylhet Chhatak- 
Theri^iaghat pWject’t If so, what is the purport of the report and what 
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action, if any, do Government and the Railway Department propose to 
take to open the line as early as possible f 

B&. P. R. Ean : A project estimate prepared by the Railway Ad¬ 
ministration has been received and vs under examination by the Railway 
Board. 


Covebed and Raised Platforms for Important Stations on the Assam 

Bengal Railway. 

46. Mr. Basanta Kumar Das : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state if a copy of starred question No. 531, answered on the 25th Feb¬ 
ruary. 1935, regarding covered and high level platforms for important 
stations on the Assam Bengal Railway was sent to the Railway Company 1 
If so, what reply have Government received from them t 

(6) Are Government aware that the Assam Bengal Railway is now 
building a new station at Sylhet and that no arrangement for a high level 
platform and a covering for the station has been made f If so, are 
Government prepared to consider the desirability of asking the .^sam 
Bengal Railway to provide a high level platform and a covering for the 
new station at Sylhet t 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) Yes. Government consider that Agents of 
Railways are in the best jHisition to decide on the distribution of funds 
allotted to their railways for this purpose. Hence no reply was ai^ed 
for. 

(6) Government are aware of the proposal to build a new station at 
Sylhet, but are not aware of the details. The matter has been brought to 
the notice of the Agent. 

Provision of Additional Openings in the Embankment from 
Fbnchuganj to Sylhet Bazar. 

47. Mr. Basanta Kumar Das : With reference to starred question 
No. 797, a.sked on the llth March last, on the Report of the Assam 
Flood Enquiry Committee, will Government be pleased to state if they 
have now received any information from the Assam Bengal Railway 
authorities as to what steps they have taken or propose to take to give 
effect to Ihe recommendations of the Committee for providing additional 
openings in the embankment from Penchuganj to Sylhet Bazar ? 

P. R. Rau : The information required was placed on the table 
of the House on the 3rd April, 1935, and will be found on page 3518, 
Volume IV, No, 5, of the Debates of the AEsembly, 


Effects of the Import of Burma Rice in India. 

48. Mr. Basanta Kumar Das : (a) Are Government aware that the 
import of Burma rice in India tends to keep down the price of paddy in 
ludia, socially in Assam and Bengal, and offers serious competition to 
the husking industry in those parts of India t 

(5) Are Government aware that in Assam and Bengal and other 
parts of India, where paddy is the staple product, huj^ng by hand ie 
one of the chief cottage indu.stries carried on by the poorest section of the 
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comiaunity and that the inxport of Burma mill rice reduces the price of 
rice so low that it becomes no longer profitable for them to husk rice for 
sale with the consequence that they are thrown out of employment ? 

(c) Is there any proposal to admit Burma rice into India duty-free, 
after the separation of Burma, in exchange for free admission into Burma 
of Indian products such as tea, etc. f 

(d) Have Government taken into consideration the desirability of 
preserving the independence of the Indian Legislature as to the fiscal 
policy to be adopted after Burma is separated from India, specially its 
freedom to afl’ord protection to the Indian products and Indian husking 
industi^j' ? If niot, are Government prepar^ to prebs this matter upon 
the attention of His Majesty’s Government in England ? 

(c) Do Government propose to take into consideration the desirability 
of leaving the question of such reciprocal engagement to be negotiated 
with tlic future Federal Government t 

(/) In case it is found desirable to conclude such agreements imme¬ 
diately on the separation of Burma, will Government consult the opinion 
of tlie Assembly first before coming to any final decision 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : {a) and (b). Gov¬ 
ernment have no reason to believe that tho position is as stated by the 
Honourable Member. They understand that different varieties of Bengal 
rice invariably fetch a higher price in Calcutta than the imported Burma 
rice. 

(c) The Honourable Member’s attention is invited to Article 3 of 
the Provisional Draft of India and Burma Trade Regulation Order recently 
published in the While Paper on the Trade and Tmndgration Relations 
between India and Burma after separation of Burma. 

(d) The answer to the first part of the question is in the affirmative. 
The second part does not arise. 

(e) This matt«*r is already provided for in the new Government of 
India Act. 

(/) The Houourable Member’s attention is invited to the reply 
given to parts (c) and (d) of Mr. Satyamurti’s starred question No. 143. 

Estabijshmbnt of a High Court for Assam. 

49. Srijut N. 0. Bardaloi : (a) In view of the fact that Assam has 
been made an autoniomous Province, will Government state whether a 
High Court will be established in that Province t 

(b) Do Government propose to place the proposal for a High 
Court in Assam before the Subvention Committee 1 If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : (a) There is no such intention 
at present. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Establishment of a Univebsitv at Gauhati. 

50. Srijut N. 0. Bardaloi : (a) Are Government aware that the 
establishment of a University at Gauhati was strongly recommended by 
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the Royal Commission presided over by Sir Michael Sadler, on the ground 
that Assamese culture and civilisation required the establishment of such 
a University f 

(6) Is it a fact that the late Sir Ashiitosh Mukerjee, and eminent 
educationist and a member of that Commission, heartily supported the pro¬ 
posal and stated that the Gaiiliati College with the blocite of compact 
boarding houses, an oxeellent laboratory and a library attached, makes it 
possible to convert the same into a residential University t 

(c) Do Government propose to place the proposal before the Sub¬ 
vention Committee ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) ajid (/>). The (Calcutta University 
Commission (of which the late Sir Ashutosh Mukerjee was a member) 
did not recommend the creation of a separate University for Assam at 
any specified period but expressed the opinion that Ganhati might rightly 
aim at becoming a seal of a University at some future date. 

(e) It will be for the Assam Government to plead its own case at 
the Financial Enquiry". 

Grievances of the Passenegers at Ghutkc Station on the Bengal 

Naopctr Ratlw^ay. 

«51. Seth Sheodass Daga : (a) Is it a fact that Ghutku Station on 
Bengal Nagpur Railway, a B Class Station, is open for passengers’ traffic 
since its opening, ?.e., about 1892 ? 

(M Is it a fact that at night, two Up and Down trains are halting 
there ? 

(r) Is it a fact that the said station is about three quarters of a mile 
away from the town and is surrounded by fields ? 

(d) Is it a fact that, since the demolition of the old station, i.e., 23 
years past, only a temporary shed with tin roofing is erected, and the 
waiting room is open from three sides ? 

(r) If the reply to part (d) be in affirmative, are Government aware 
that it is ’^^ery much troublesome and inconvenient all round the year for 
the passengei’s, i,e,, in summer noon on account of the hot wind and roofing, 
in the rainy season on aceiount of the showers coming in, and in winter 
nights on account of the chilly cold weather ? 

(/) Are Government aware that the platform of the said station is 
so low that it is very troublesome and risky for passengers to get in and 
out of the train ? 

(g) Are Government prepared to get the said grievances of the 
passengers with regard to the station waiting room and platform redressed 
by the railway authorities concerned ? 

Mp P. B. Ban : Government consider that these matters are best 
left to the Advisoiy Committee. The Agent’s attention havS, however, 
been drawn to the question. 

Vacancies in the Engineering Department of the Great Indian 

Peninsula Railway. 

52. Khan Sahib Nawab Siddique All Khan : (a) Is it h fact that 
there were several permanent vacancies in the permanent subordinate cadre 
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the Engineering Department of the Great Indian Peninsula Bailway 
and that these have been recently surrendered f If so, how many, and for 
hoiv many years were these kept unfilled f 

(6) Is it a fact that while pemanent vacancies were kept unfilled, 
several subordinates have been retained on the temporary cadre chargeable 
to Lump Sum Revenue Grant for a number of years, and that these men 
are not engaged for a particular capital work and have been retained 
during the period wlien the railways have passed through a financial 
crisis ? Why have they not been confirmed in suitable unfilled perma¬ 
nent vacancies and their temporary posts abolished insteiid of surrender¬ 
ing permanent posts t 

(c) Is it a fact that th^ recent policy of the (^hief Engineer, Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway, is not to fill up vacancies above Rs. 300 per 
month for t(jchnical men drawing old scales of pay, with the exception of 
Permanent Way, Bridge and Signal and Interlocking Inspectors, thus 
depriving the Inspector of Works, Supervisors, Head Draftsmen, Surveyors 
and Draftsmen, of all chances of promotion ? 

(d) Is it true that in the Mechanical Department, Transportation 
Department and Traffic Department, there are graded posts of Rs. 240— 
300, Rs. 300—1373, Rs. 375-^50, Rs. 450—550, Rs. 550—650 on the 
permanent subordinate cadre while in the Engineering Department techni¬ 
cal staff except for P. W. Is. and Bridge, Signal and Interlocking Inspectors 
have no oliance of promotion beyond jfe. 300, although they are entitled to 
the old scales of pay ? 

(f) Is it true that when superior service officers go on Home leave, 
their immediate subordinates on the subordinate cadre are not given a 
chance to act in their places, although these subordinates may be fully 
qualified to take up their posts ? 

Mr P. R. Rau : I am obtaining the information and will lay a 
reply ou the table of the House in due course. 

Mail Sorters in East Bengal and Assam. 

53. Srijut N. 0. Bardaloi : (a) Will Government state how many 
‘candidates passed the departmental competitive test held in 1929-30 for 
mail sorters’ appointments from East Bengal and Assam ? 

(b) Was any warning given to these persons that revised rates for 
pay of the posts for which they Were candidates was under considera¬ 
tion ? 

(c) Were the above persons approved candidates for appointment as 
sorters in the “S’’ division 1 

(d) Is it a fact that the passed candidates were appointed as reserve 
sorters in the grade Rs. 40—5—140 in 1930 1 

(e) Is it a fact that in spite of there being many vacancies in the 
list of reserve sorters’ posts many of the appointed candidates ^vere 
relieved of their posts on the 31st December, 1930 t 

(/) Were there fourteen posts vacant before the 16th July, 1931, 
when the above were still unemployed ? 

(ff) Is it a fact that those persons were employed in 1933 and 1934 
but in a lower grade 1 
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(h) Will Government refer to the Director General’s special gene¬ 
ral Circular No. 37, dated 11th March, 1935 t 

(i) Are Government prepared to place the x>ersons mferred to above 
in the old lime scale of pay of Rs. 40—-5—140 t 

The Honourable Mr. D. O. IMQtchell : (a) to ({). Information has 
been called for and a reply will be placed on the table of the House in 
due course. 

Production of Quinine and Cinchona. 

54. Srijut N. 0. Bardaloi : (a) Will Government please state what 
quantities of quinine and cinchona are produced in India through Gov- 
eiiimeiit agency and what quantities through private agencies ? 

(6) Will Government please state what amount of profit Govern¬ 
ment usually make by the sale of quinine ? 

(c) At wliat price are quinine and cinchona sold to Ijocal Board 
and District Board Dispensaries t 

(d) At what price can Government supply quinine if they forego the 
profit made from the sale of quinine t 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) A statement showing the quantity 
of quinine and cinchona febrifuge produced at Government factories on 
behalf of the Government of India and the Governments of Madras and 
Bengal jn the years 1931-32 to 1933-34 is laid on the table. Government 
have no information regarding production through private agencies. 

[b) and (d)- Including overhead charges and interest on the reserve 
of 150,000 lbs. maintained by them, it is doubtful whether the Government 
of India make any profit at the price at which they supply quinine to 
Local Governments. 

(c) lls. 18 per lb. for (luinine sulphate and Rs. 9 per lb. for cinchona 
febrifuge (powder). 


Production at Govern merit factones of quinine. aulphaU and cinchona febrifuge, during the vearH 

193J-32 to 1033-34. ^ 

1931-32. 


Government of India 
Government of Madras .. 
Government of Bengal . . 

.. 


Quinine 

Sulphate. 

lbs. 

1,536-4 

22,307 

43,534 

Cinchona 

febrifuse. 

Ibsf 

459-3 

9,084 

13,079 




67,377-4 

22,622-3 


1932-33. 




Government of India 
Government of Madras .. 
Government of Bengal .. 

• . .. 


3,981 

23,153 

42,239 

2,004 

10,998 

22,749 




69,373 

36,746 


1933-34. 




Government of India 
Government of Madras .. 
Government of Bengal .. 

.. 


5.739-0 

22,716 

45,728 

3,394 

13,141 

25,129 




74,183-6 

41,664 
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Preponderance op Muslim Extra-Departmental Sub-Postmasters in 

Aora. 

55. Bhai Parma Nand : Is it a fact that out of eight pennaneut 
Extra-Departmental Sub-Postmasters seven are Muhammadans in the Agra 
Town ? ir so, what is the reason for such an abnormal heavy propor¬ 
tion of the minority community and who is responsible for this V 

The Honourable Mr. D. O. Mitchell : As regards the first part, Gov- 
eruTuent have no information. 

As regards Ihe second part, the Honourable Member is referred to the 
reply given to his own unstarred question No. 81 in this House on the 
22n(l Fol)iTiary, 1935. 

Increase in the Proportion of Muslim CANj>ii>ArEs on the Waiting List 
OP Inferior Cadre in the Agra Post Office. 

56. Bhai Parma Nand : Is it a fact that during the tenure of the 
I)resent Postmaster at Agra the proportion of Muhammadan candidates 
on the Waiting list of inferior cadre has considerably increased specially 
since the officiating appointment of the Muhammadan Town Inspector t 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : Government have no informa¬ 
tion and do not propose to call for it as the waiting list has nothing to do 
with (he actual recruitment. A copy of the question and this reply is, 
however, being sent to the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs, who 
is eompefent to deal with tiic matter. 

Appointments of Employment Officers on State Railways. 

57. Mr. V. V. Giri : (a) Will Government be pleased to state if 
appointments of Employment OflBcers have been made in certain depart¬ 
ments of the State Railways in accordance with the recommendations 
of the Wliitley Commission f 

(b) If the reply to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state the qualifications of the persons recruited for the 
posts and the duties allotted to them t 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state if the employees in the 
Electrical Department of the East Indian Railway get the advantage of 
the services of sncIi Employment Officers t 

(rf) If the reply to part (c) be in the negative, will Government be 
pleased to state how the grievances of the staff in the said department 
are enquired into and the establishment matters dealt With t 

(c) If the reply to part (c) be in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state if there is any Employment OiBeer particularly for 
this department and if so, where he is posted ? 

Mr. P. R, Rau : (a) Yes. 

(b) Full details of the reasons for sanctioning these posts are con¬ 
tained in a memorandum placed before the Standing Finance Committee 
for Railways on the 2nd February, 1934, which will be found on pages 
17—19 of Volume X, No. 6, of their proceedings, to which I would refer 
the Honourable Member. j 

L192LAD D 
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(c), (d) and (e). I have called for information and will lay a reply 
on the table of the House in due course. 

Pbocedube followed in pilling dp op Vacancies in the Electrical 
Department on the Bast Indian Railway. 

58. B&. V. V. Oiri : Will Government be pleased to stale the 
procedure followed in the Electrical Department on the East Indian 
Railway to 611 up vacancies in the higher grades of the supervising sub¬ 
ordinate stalt' 1 

BSr. P. B. Rau : I have called for the information and w'ill place it 
on the table of the House when received. 

Representation op the Staff in the Electrical Department op the 
East Indian Railway in the Welfare Committee. 

59. Mr. V. V. Giri : Will Government be pleased to state Avhetlior 
the staff in tlie Electrical Department of the East Indian Railway have 
got any representation in the Welfare Committee ? li so, whether the 
delegate is elected by the staff or nominated by the Administration f 

Mr. P. B. Ban : The available information is given in the documents 
placed in Ihe Library of the House in connection with unstarred question 
No. 7 asked on the 5th February, 1935. 

Reduction of Pay op Graduates in Commerce in the Posts and 
Telegraphs Department. 

60. Mr. V. V. Giri ; (a) Is it not a fact that the Government of 
India. Industries and Labour, Posts and Telegraphs Branch, in their 
Memorandum No. 74-Est.-A|28, dated 19th September, 1930. recognised 
graduates .and under-graduates in Commerce as equivalent to graduates 
and under-graduates in Arts and Science f 

(b) Is it not a fact that before the issue of the above orders certain 
graduates and under-graduates in Commerce wore actually recruited in 
the Postal Department on a higher starting pay allowed to graduates 
and under-gaTidnalcs in Arts and Science at that time, and that they 
were allowed to draw that higher rate of pay for several years 1 

(c) Is it not the strict principle of the Government of India not to 
reduce the pay of an official which he was allowed t'> draw on the reason¬ 
able belief that he Was entitled to it f 

(d) If the replies to parts (a) to (c) above be in the affirmative, 
liow is it that the pay of graduates and under-graduates in Commerce 
who were recruited on a higher starting pay was reduced after several 
years with retrospective effect to the minimum stai’ting pay allowed to 
Matriculates, thereby also depriving them of their higher position in tlie 
'Circle Gradation Li^ t 

(e) Are Government prepared to consider this grievance and restore 
the pay and position of those who were started on a higher .starting pay 
which was afterwards reduced ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell: (a) Yes, but only with respect 
to men reeruited on and from the date of the order. 
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(b) Yes, but the concession had been wrongly allowed by local authori¬ 
ties in a few cases. 

(c) No. 

(d) aud (e). Do not arise in view of the replies to parts (6) and (c) 
above. I may add, however, that the recovery of the amounts ovenlrawn 
by the oflieials concerned ijrior to the date of orders in question was v.’aived 
by Government. 


MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

Interest of Indians concerned in Zanzibar. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : I have received 
notice of a motion for adjournment on the Zanzibar 
que^ition from Pandit Oovind Ballabh Pant. I under¬ 
stand llie Honourable the Leader of the House and the Honourable Member 
have talked over the matter and perhaps they will inform the House what 
has been the result. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Leader of the House) : Sir, 
tlie positicni is this : we had some talk with Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant. I 
am not prepared to give an undertaking or guarantee that we shall be able 
to do this, hut 1 am jirepared to say that I shall try my best to give him 
two hours towards the end of the Session. If that satisfies m> friend, 
he can aet accordingly. If, on the other hand, he wants an undertaking 
or guarantee on a particular day, I am not in a position to do that and 
my Honourable friend can move his motion. 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : 
Non-]^Iuhammadan Rural) : Sir, I feel a little handicapped in proceeding 
with my motion after the conversations I had with Sir Girja Shankar 
Bajpai and with the Honourable the Leader of the House. I understand 
his staleiuent is as reasonable a guarantee as a person in his responsible 
position can give, that he will try his utmost to accommodate us. I can¬ 
not expect from him more than that. Perliaps he could have said as much 
in a more graceful manner, but that is after all a matter of taste. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : That is your monopoly. 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant : But, all the same, I am thankful 1o 
him and <!onsider it unnecessary to proceed with my motion now in the 
circumstances. 


ELECTION OP A MEMBER TO THE STANDING FINANCE 

COMMITTEE. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : I have to 
inform the Assembly that up to 12 Noon on Friday, the 6th September, 
1935, the time fixed for receiving nominations for the Standing Finance 
Committee, only one nomination was received. As there is only one 
vacancy, I declare Mr. P. E. James to be duly elected to the Standing 
Finance Committee. 

Til02LAD - d2 
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STATEMENT LAID 


Cases in which the Lowest Tenders have not been accepted by the 

Government 

The Honourable Bfr. D. O. Mitchell (Member for Industries and 
missioner for India, showing all eases in which the lowest tenders have not 
during the half-year ending the :i0th June, 193.5. 

High commisbionek 
India Stork 

Abstract or .casks in which tenders for stores demanded by the Central Govern 
goods demanded, were accepted on the grounds of superior quality, 

inspection, quicker 

HALF YKAR ENDING 


Stores ordered. 


Contract number. 


Name of Contractor. 


Amount 

of 

Contract. 


Part A. —Cases in which lower foreign tenders, including British teiulera for foreign 

Nil. 

Part B. —Cases in which the discrimination 




1 

1 

£ 8, d. 

Tapes, measuring 
Steel No. 80. 

1 

R. 2769/4994/16-3-36 .. 

1 

1 

J. Chesterman & Co., 
Ltd. 

75 5 0 
(British). 

Timber, lignum vitae, 
10 ewts. 

1 

1 

T. 78/27/13-4-36 

Waterman & Ross, Ltd. 

i 

16 0 0 
approx, 
f. o. b. 
London 
(British). 

Timber, lignum vitae, 
26owts. 

T. 321/464/17-6-36 

Waterman & Ross, Ltd. 

30 10 0 
approx, 
f. o. b. 
London 
(British). 


Part C.— Cases in which the discrimination 
NU. 


Part D, —Cases in which lower British tenders have 
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ON THE TABLE. 

High Commissioner for India in furohasino Stores for tub 
OF India. 

Labour) ; Sir, I lay on the table a statement, furnished by the High Corn- 
been accepted by him in purchasing stores for the Government of India, 

roR India. 

DePARTM ENT. 

inent, other tliau the lowest complying with the technical description of the 
superior trustworthiness of the firm tendering, greater facility of 
delivery, etc. 

30th JUNE, 1035. 


Lowest Tender 
not 

accepted. 


Ileason for Acceptance. 


made goods, have hem set aside wholly or partially in favour of British tenders. 

Nil. 


is between British firms only. 


£ s. d. j 

71 13 9 ! The lowest tenderer required twelve weeks for delivery. As this 

(British). ' delivery would not meet the rc^qiiirements of the Indenting 

Officer the order was placed with the next lowest tenderer 
I who offered delivery in four weeks. 


U 0 0 
f. o. b. Liverpool 
(British). 


'Fhe accepted tender was the more advantageous having regard 
to the extra cost of inspecjtion at Liverpool. 


29 lo 0 
approx, f. o. b. 
Liverpool (British). 


Ditto 


ditto. 


is between foreign firms only. 

Nil. 

been set aside in favour of foreign tenders. 


Nil. 



MLECTION OP A MEMBER FOR STANDING ADVISORY COM¬ 
MITTEE FOR 'lUE INDIAN POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS 

DEPARTMENT. 

Ibe Honourable Mr. D. Q. Mitchell (Member for Induntries aiul 
Labour) : Sir, T move : 

“ That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable the 
President may direct, one Member for the Standing Advisory Committee for the Indian 
Posts and Telegraphs Department to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of his 
■eat in the Assembly by Sir Darcy Lindsay.’’ 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question is ; 

“ That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable the 
President may direct, one Member for the Standing Advisorj' Committee for the Indian 
Posts and Telegraphs Department to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of his 
seat in the Assembly by Sir Darcy Lilldsa3^” 

Tile motion was adopted. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : 1 have to 
inform Honourable Members that for the purpose of election of a Member 
to the Standing Advisory (Committee for the Indian Posts and Telegraphs 
Department, Ihe Notice Office will he open to receive nominations iipto 
12 Noox on Wednesday, the 11th September, and the election, if necessary, 
will, as usual, be held in the Secretary’s Room in the Assembly Building 
on fViday, the Pith September, 1935, between the hours of 10-30 \.at. and 
1 p.M. The election will be conducted in accordance with the princ»})le of 
pro])ortional representation by means of the single transferable vote. 


THE (CENTRAL PROVINCES COURTS (SUPPLEMENTARY) BILIj. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Law Member) : Sir, I move 
for leave to introduce a Bill to supplement the Central Provinces Ciuirts 
Act, 1917. I need say nothing beyond the fact that this Bill is intended 
to make certain amendments of a formal nature in some enactments con¬ 
sequent on the establishment of a High Court of Judicature at Nagpur 
in the Central Provinces. Sir, T move. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question 
is : 

“ That leave be given to introduce a Bill to supplement the Central Provinces 
Courts Act, 1917.” 

The nmtion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Sir, I introduce the Bill. 


THE CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BlLL-con/d. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The House will 
now resume consideration of the following motion moved by the Honour¬ 
able Sir Henry Craik on the 5th September, 1935 : 

“ That the Bill to amend the Criminal Law be taken Into consideration.” 

Dr. O. V. Deshmukh (Bombay City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
Mr. President, the other day T tried to bring to the notice of this House 
that the alleged grounds of suspended Civil Disobedience and revival of 
terrorism and extension of Communism, which were brought forward 

( 642 ) 
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before the House by the Home Member for the sanction of a permanent 
measure like this, were not sufficient. There was another ground that he 
brought forward, and that was communalism ; and if one were to look at 
his speech, it almost seems as if he tried to put stress on this ground of 
communalism. What I should like to realise is what is this communalism f 
I am all the while trying, so that we may not get into a panicky state 
and b(.* stampeded into voting for something that wt have not given 
sufficient thought about. 

Communalism can be of two kinds. One is what I might say the 
intellectual communalism, and the other one may be the lower type— 
what may be called the rowdy type. All the blame of communalism is 
going to be put on the scapegoat of the press, as if it is tiie press which is 
responsible for this communalism. Let me dispose of this intellectual 
communalism or the higlier type of communalism that unfortunately has 
been created in tliis country. If it exists today, who is the worst offender 
in this respect ! I am aL*aid Mr. Morgan’s group and his community 
in this country is perhaps more responsible for it than any other of the 
indigenous eommunities in this country, ((^ries of “ Oh from the 
European Group Benches.) T will prove it if you say “ Oh It is not 
merely ]\rr. Morgan’s community that is resjionsible for this, but there is 
the other parly also, that is, the Government of India. (Opposifion crkfi 
of ‘‘ Hear, hear.”) What is the meaning of fancy franchise ? What 
is the meaning of all kinds of different compartments into which the 
Constitution has been divided ? What is the meaning of the overwhelm¬ 
ing 31 umber of seats in the Bengal Legislative Council which has been 
given to the European eommunity, out of all proportion ? What is the 
meaning of your re.serving all the highly paid services in the Army, Navy 
and e ther branches exclusively for Europeans ? You start from the 
Magna Charta right U]) to the latest pronouncement made by the Viceroy, 
and what is the promise given to this country ? That promise is that no 
distinction of race, creed or colour will be observed in giving appoint¬ 
ments, and yet, what is the position today 1 In the last Session of the 
Assembly, we were told what was the percentage of Indians in the higher 
services in this country. Look at the Indian Civil Service, look at the 
Indian Medical Service with which I am well conversant, and. I say, 
if that is not communalism, what else is it ? Communalism does not 
mean merely going for each other in a rowdy manner, communalism also 
means giving everything to one community, and I make bold to say that 
perhaps in this res])ect no other community can be charged to the same 
extent with communalism as the European community. (“ Hear, hear ” 
from Congress Party Benches.) I was surprised. Sir, to hear my intel- 
leetual friends like Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah saying that it is a 
blot on us that communalism does exist without trying to understand the 
causes of such communalism. Why, let me now come to the lower type of 
communalism. If there is rioting in some place, are we going to take 
part in it. Or can the papers be held responsible for either one type or 
other ? No. It is not on account of presses that this kind of communal¬ 
ism exists. I do not want to go into the sinister origin of these communal 
troubles. I am not here to prove that. My only point is this, that this 
Bill is intended to muzzle the press in this country, and, therefore, T want 
to prove to the House conclusively that the press has nothing to do wdth 
either the starting or the stopping of riots. Here I may be permitted to 
give my own personal experience. I have seen these riots. I have had 
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a great deal to do with those intor-communal riots, the so-called Ilindu- 
Musliiii riots in Bombay twice. One riot took place in 1928 and the other 
in 1932. Now, Sir, I want you to take note of the dates particularly. 
In 1928, there was no Criminal Law Amendment Act in existence. By 
the time the riots broke out for the second time in Bombay, and that 
was in 1932, the Criminal Law Amendment Act came into being, and what 
do we find ? Sir, in 1928, the riots came to an end within eight days, 
witJi much less casualties, wdtli much less trouble and loss to the com¬ 
mercial community in Bombay. 

Mr. F. E. James (Madras : European) : That was because you were 
the Mayor of Bombay ? 

Dr. G. V. Deshmukh : That was partly due to that. Sir, I had a 
great deal to do wdth it. As a matter of fact, it was not the papers 
which were responsible for bringing the riots to an end, but it was the 
Peace Committee which was started in that City by the Mayor of that 
year which brought the riots to an early end. C* Hear, hear from 
Congress Party Benches.) Now, Sir, look at the riots of 1932. The 
rioting went on for ten Aveeks with untold misery to the i)oor people, and it 
inflicted a great deal of loss to the commerce of Bombay. Therefore, what 
is the good of your saying that, if you don’t have these laws, eommunalism 
will be rampant, that you sec great danger ahead, tlierc^ were never such 
times as the present wdien eommunalism Avas rampant ? There is abso¬ 
lutely no meaning in these arguments at all. SomehoAV or other, f feel 
that ihis is a flimsy argument brought forward to enact this measure, 
and all these arguments are urged in faA^our of the measure so that some 
of our friends, avIio do not want to think over the matter themselves and 
want to take the opinions that come from the other side, may swalloAv them. 
Well, Sir, all the arguiiients that liaA^e been urged in favour of the four 
points by the Honourable the Home Member for receiving the sanction 
of the House have not got much substance in them. Bui, then, T want to 
put it to you the other Avay. At any rate, even the Opposition con(feded 
that tlu\se are all different trouble.s lia\’ing difiVreut causes, having differ¬ 
ent geographical origin, and, therefore, wdiat is the duty of an administra¬ 
tor ? The duty of an administrator is not to suggest, like a quack, one 
remedy for all diseases. That indeed is not the duty of a good physician ; 
he should see that each disease is treated on its oaaui merits, but the 
qua<»k prescribes a common remedy for all diseases. He prescribes one 
remedy for all diseases from constipation to cholera. This is what the 
administrator should not do. The Covernmeut say they will have one 
Bill and that will cure all the political ills of this country. Sir, the whole 
object Ia’c of this Rill has been, whatever appearance it may have, ta 
miwzle the press, and our European administrators are not doing this for 
nothing. T do not Avant to go into the reasons as to why they are doing 
it, but T kiiOAv this much that they are not doing this for nothing, and the 
reason is obvious. Anybody conversant with general literature wdll know 
that it is the printed word that is of great importance, that it Avas on 
account of presses and the printing machines which came into existence 
in Europe that Europe was pulled out of its dark ages. It was on account 
of the printed word that the su])erstition which existed before was made 
to disappear, it was the printed copy of the Bible that made all the super¬ 
stition disappear, and. Sir, I have not the slightest hesitation in saying 
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that the object of this Bill is to muzzle the printing press and the printed 
word. If they had the choice, they would muzzle even the spoken 
word. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali (Delhi : General) : They are muzzling it. 

Dr. O. V. Deshmukh : My friend says, they are muzzling it. 1 have 
not the least doubt that they have done it, or, at any rate, if they could, 
they would certainly muzzle the word of mouth too. You can see that the 
whole object of this measure is to attack the press, because they do not 
want tliat our people should be sufficiently educated to criticise the actions 
of the Government officials, the actions of the bureaucracy, so that these 
bureaucrats and other Government officials may be left uncriticised, so 
that they may continue in the enjoyment of limitless powers in this village 
land of India. The fact is, they do not want that the people should 
im])rove, and that is why the whole measure has been brought forward. 
After all, this measure. Sir, as you yourself suggested years ago, is a two- 
faced measure. It sliows one face to us, Assembly Members, and the other 
face to the outside world, but the object behind it is quite different, and 
that object is, as I have been trying to impress upon Honourable Members, 
to muzzle the press. Sir, there is a saying in India, and that saying 
ap'plie.s most ap])ro])riately to this measure, and the saying is : “ Mukhse 
Ham liagal men Chlioori For the information of my friends opposite, 
I may say, it means this : With a Sermon on the Mount m tlie Mouth, 
but a stiletto in the side.” And it is said that this measure is being 
enaeted to save us from cominunalism, terrorism, and all the other I.^ms, 
but the whole object of the Bill is, whiehever way you may look at it, 
to safeguard and protect the officials in the future Constitution ; the real 
underlying object is, wdiicbever w’ny the officials may Ij^have in the future 
Constilotion, to see that they should go on untrammelled in the exercise 
of their tyrannical power. It is only on account of that that this measure 
is bi ing enacted in the teeth of ])opular op])0.sition. Therefore, Sir, T am 
entreating all my Indian friends to look at the whole question from a 
])roper perspective, and not to bo led away by specious arguments when 
recording tlieir votes, I entreat all my Indian frieud.s to record tboir vt)tes 
with reason. Sir. w’c on this side have nothing to offer to our friends ; all 
that wv' can do is to convince them on grounds of reason that this measure 
is .superfluous and dangerous and how^ they should vote ; wo have nothing 
else to offer, but to entreat them to think seriously before they east their 
votes. Mo.st of us are at tin* other end of our life, but if this m'^asnro is 
passed, what is going to happen to our children and grandchildren ? It 
is mainly by means of new’spapers that ])ub1ie opinion is created. 

Tile Honourable ^Member from Midnapore, tbe otlier day, said, what is 
wrong with the curtailment of liberty ? I think he was righl. ih* is one 
of those Fnglishmen w’bo has been surfeited and satiated with liberty. He 
Is naturally. Sir, suffering from indigestion of liberty and thinks that, 
liberty is t\ poison to others ; but wrill he refer to the history of his ow^ii 
country for a moment and will he deny that it was for the retention of 
liberty that the British nation lost one continent ? Otherwise, today the 
American continent also would have been painted the same red colour as 
the other half of the world. And what is the good of comparing liberty 
with professions, dangerous professions ? Liberty cannot be compared 
^vith professions. The analogy is entirely wrong. It is no good saying 
that yon demand security from the dealers in poison. Is liberty poison ? 
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I ask my Honourable friend to refer to the literature of his own coiuitry. 
Liberty is life, is the very breath of life, and if you are going to say, that 
a i)erson m^t deposit Rs. 500 before his child starts to breathe, or that he 
must deposit Rs. 5,000 or Rs. 10,000 as he grows old at the age of five or 
ten, would that be reasonable ? Even this question of liberty is not being 
looked at from the proper point of view. It is liberty that we want, 
liberty under the law, and we are, therefore, keen that these laws Avhich 
actually come in the way of liberty shall not be passed. 

Sir. a great deal of point has been made about dummy editors. I 
should like to ask the Honourable the Home Member whether Babii 
Motilal Ghose was a dummy editor, whether Lokanianya Bal Gangadhar 
Tilak, the father of the Home Rule Movement in India, was a dummy 
editor, whether Agarkar, the social reformer in Maharashtra, a dummy 
editor, whether Mr. (afterwards Sir) Surendra Nath Banerjea was a 
dummy editor. You come here and give us as reason for your action some¬ 
thing that has been produced by your owm action. It is the same old trick. 
The common law of the land, section 124A, was misused, and, therefore, 
can yon blame people when no honest man is allowed to continue as 
editor ! It is tlie .same old trick of the administration. It was alluded 
to by Abrahatu Lincoln. You do something to provoke p<'o})le and then 
you take that as an excuse to bring forAvard some other repressive measures. 
Wliat are you doing under this measure ? You are putting discretion, 
it may be nominal, in the hands of the District Magistrate—bad enough. 
But on whoso evidence will he demand security ? On the evidence of the 
police- that police of ours who mistake sweetmeats for bombs- -I suppose 
everybody knows the incident—that police like this, that 0. 1. D. like 
this--or the information of these men, the District Magistrate is going to 
ask the man to put down the security immediately. We consider that Hie 
liberty of the press which this Bill is going to take away is absolutely 
vital for the advancement of our country. It cannot be admitted for a 
minute that the poivers which were given during the time that the present 
Act was in force ivere exercised in the proi)er fashion. By the fruits 
shall yo.i judge them ? I will give you a very little incident and that is 
this. l7i Bombay vee have w’hat is called the Rationalist Association. 
It may be information for Mr. Janies to hear that I am the President of 
that Rationalist Association. We conduct a magazine which is called 
Ben non. 

Sir Ohulam Hussain Hidayatallah (Sind Jagirdars and Zamindars : 
Landholders) : Jlay T put one question to my Honourable friend f He 
referred to the riots of 1932. May I ask him* in what month those riots 
took place : 

Dr. G. V. Doshmukh ; 1 do not know if the Honourable Member 
was in charge of that deiiartment of riots. 

Sir Ohulam Hussain Hidayatallah ; When did the Criminal Law 
Amendment Act come into force ? At the end of 1932 or before ? 

An Honourable Member : The Ordinance was there. 

Dr. O. V. Deshmukh : Sir Ohulam Hussain Hidayatallah was in 
office, he had a great deal to do in office. 

Sir Ohulam Hussain Hidayatallah: I had nothing to do with the 
riots. 
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Dr. O. V. Deshmukh : I know that you had nothing to do with the 
riots. 1 never saw you round about there. (Laughter.) But I can 
prove to you. 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah : You made an assertion and the 
burden lies on you to prove the dates when the riots occurred. 

Dr. 0. V. Deshmukh : You were the Executive Councillor of the 
Government of Bombay, and you were in Bombay itself and you do not 
know that the riots were taking place in June ? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdiir Rahim) : The Honour¬ 
able Member should address the Chair. He cannot carrj^ on a conversa¬ 
tion across the floor of the House with another Member of the House. 

Dr. O. V. Deshmukh : Very well, Sir. Through you I want to tell 
iny Honourable friend that the riots continued from April to June. And 
the Ordinance was there. ('Laughter.) The Press Act was there Ff he 
had .s(s*n the trend of my argument, he would have realised that my 
argument was that these riots to which so much attention has been drawn 
did occur in sj)ite of the I'ress Act being there. That I suppose the 
Jlonoinahle JMember cannot deny if ho is keen on these dates. 

Sir Qhulam Hussain Hidayatallah : I wanted to correct you when 
you ma(le a statement that the Criminal Law Amendment Act was in force 
al tlie lime. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdiir Rahim) : Order, order. 
The IIoi\onrable Member must address the Chair. 

Dr. O. V. Deshmukh : I am very sorry to waste the time of the 
House over this thing. The Emergency Pre.ss Act was passed in 1931 If 
you i)lcase. Is that right i That is one year before the riots. 

An Honourable Member : Ignore those interruptions. 

Dr. Q. V. Deshmukh : I will take no notice because he had nothing 
to do with the riots ; during the three months, I never saw him even once 
ill Bombay. (Laughter.) Where was I when you interrupted me ? 

An Honourable Member : You were the President of the Rationa¬ 
list Association. 

Dr. G. V. Deshmukh : I thought those who interrupted me might 
oblige me by telling where I was when I was interrupted. I w^as telling 
you that we have a magazine that is being edited for all intellectuals, 
having nothing to do with politics, and that is called Reason, What do 
wc find ? One day a sub-inspector of police comes into the office 
and says, “ Hand over all the copies of the Reason you have got The 
Secretary, naturally, being a young man, not having much experience of 
this world, resented and telephoned to? me as to what was to be done. We 
are not lawyers, we do not know much law. I said : “ The best thing 

we can do is to hand him over the copies.’^ He took those copies away. 
We quietly submitted to the sub-inspector. But, after a month, those 
copies were returned to us, I do not know for what reasons. Now, you 
can imagine if this kind of thing exists in Bombay Where public opinion 
is, to a certain extent, of some importance, what must it be in the country, 
what must jt be outside ? What will it be in distant places and villages ? 
And it is absolutely useless for you people to come here and say, these 
powers M’ill be exercised mildly and let us have them on the Statute-book, 




648 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[9th Sep. 1935. 


[Dr. G. V. Deshmukh.] 

and, after all, we have a right of repealing the measure. 1 will tell the 
Honourable gentleman who put forward that argument, that judges after 
judges have i>ointed out the deficiencies about section 124A, but what 
provision have you been able to make to repeal it ? Look at the notice 
given by my Honourable friend, Mr. Satyamuii:i, for the repeal of all 
the repressive laws dating back to 1818. What have you been able to 
repeal ? It does not soern to me to bo a common sense argument. We 
will soil ourselves first and then we vdll have a cleaning afterwards. Why 
soil yourself first by this Bill and try to have a cleaning afterwards ? 
Have nothing to do with the Bill from the very beginning, from now. 
We think that the pre.ss is absolutely necessary for the requirement of 
our people, and tliat is A^hy we are oj)posing these provisions so strongly. 
If the Honourable the Home ]\Iomher does not take away all the individual 
restrictions, I would consider it as of little importance ; if he likes t*' 
keep those restrictions, I would not care. But what I do care is that the 
press being the means of educating and elevating our people, let there 
be no restrictions on that press. We have been exhorted, times without 
number, by speakers rn that side that we must take the full sense of ouj' 
responsibility, but that responsibility we feel is the education and eleva¬ 
tion of our people, tlie uplift of oiir people, so that they may not be serfs 
and slaves, but |)rot}er .•^ubje^'ts, so that they will claim their just rights, 
and, what is more, liiaintain them against a bureaucracy limitless in 
power. Sir, tliat is our object and that is the responsibility which 
have underlaken and will undertake, and, in the name of that respon¬ 
sibility, we Avill not aece])t this Bill. 

Mr, R. S. Sarma (Nominated \on>Official) : Sir. it is always very 
difliciilt and a great handicap to rise |o speak immediately after so etfee- 
tive and accomplished a sp(»aker as Dr. Deshmukh who has jnsl finish'd, 
but all I he same I am grateful to you, IMr. President, for the opportunity 
you have given me this morni\m of making one or two brief ob‘vi*vations 
on the iiiotioii m.w bef'»n' the 1 shall indeed be very brief, as 

r propose to confine my >rniark.s solely to those provisions of the Bill 
wi.icli relate to the ]n‘<*ss. S’r, the heavy artillery of the i)pposition has 
been directed against those clauses of the Bill whicli seek to enntrol the 
press ; I tliink I ean claim, of al! Members of this House, to be in a better 
position to .speak about this ]'»articnlar a^'pect of the Bill, as T have been 
a working journalist for over a decade or so, 

An Honourable Member : Friendly journal ? 

Mr. R. S Sauna : Yes, although I have not had the advantages 
enjoyed even hy unfriendly journals today. As one who owned, at one 
time, three daily papers in Calentta and at the present time the owner 
ef a weekly paper, T rise today to state to the House what f, as a work¬ 
ing journalist and as a new^spaperman, feel about this Bill. Before doing 
so, let me, Sir, make a passing reference, and a passing reference only, 
to the speech of my friend, Mr. Krishna Kaiil Malaviya. Dr. Deshmukh 
in the beginning of Jiis speech said that he liked the speech of the Honour¬ 
able the Home Member. I may also say that of all the speeches delivered 
from those Benches, T liked the speech of Mr. Malaviya most. I was 
rather surprised at the slight annoyance experienced by the Finance Mem¬ 
ber or the Home Member wdion Mr. Malaviya spoke. Tf I weTe the Home 
Member, I would have immediately run to the seat of Mi\ Malaviya and 
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embraced him, because there was no speech more helpful and more useful 
to the Home Member than the speech of Mr. Malaviya himself. Some 
Honourable Members might have had doubts about the wisdom of a mea¬ 
sure of this character at this juncture. There might have been others 
who might have had doubts, whether apart from the merits of the Bill, 
the time was oppoi’tune just on the eve of the introduction of gieat coiisti- 
tuitonal changes in this country, to put on the Statute-book a measure 
which might be called a reaetionary measure, but after the clear and uu- 
niistakable speech of my friend, Mr. Malaviya, all those misgivings 
must have vanished from tlie mind of every Member. 

An Honourable Member : You have no-t understood him. 

Mr, R. S. Sarma : Because, Sir, however, much Mr. Malaviya might 
have condemned the acts of violence and terrorism, his speecli was a clear 
glorification of the motives and the patriotism of those people who had 
committed those ollences. It if? speeches of that character and writings 
of that character in the press that this Bill is intended to prevent. 

Now, Sir, I want to tell the House as a common sense journalist how 
I view this measure and I do it from a simple standpoint. (Interrup¬ 
tion.) 1 do not mind interruptions so long as they are intelligible -and 
I am accustomed to interruptions in this House. Just as every other 
measure in the Statute-book, this is essentially a preventive measure. 
There are provisions in the existing Penal Code and the (Criminal Pro¬ 
cedure Code whieh give powers to the executive and judiciary, ])owers 
which are terrifying wlion one reads them, but I com? to the logical con- 
elusion that these are only danger signals serving as a warning to those 
people who want to overstep the limits of the law. Judged from that 
point of view, I do not tliink any one need fear any of the provisions of 
the present Bill. I do not think there is anything to fear, if one does not 
want to break the law. Dr. Deshmukh said that the newspaper is a great 
force and plays a great part in educating public opinion, and that tliis 
measure is intended to stifle the freedom of the press. I know that news¬ 
papers are vei*y j^owerful, that newspapers are necessary, they are often 
talked of as the fourth estate of the realm. The influence of the press 
is very great indeed all over the world and it is all the more so in our 
country, thoiigli I do not know whether this tremendous influence in India 
is for good or for evil. If one has followed the writings in the Indian 
press during the last few years, one would realise the mischief that the 
Indian newspapers have been able to create in the cause of terrorism and 
other subversive movements in this country. 

An Honourable Member : Question. 

Mr. R, S. Sarma : In Knglaiid or any other country in Europe, 
people read only the news and not the views in the papers" and come to 
their own conclusions, but things are very different in India. With our 
maisses, whatever is printed is gospel truth. 

An Honourable Member : It is just the other way. 

Mr. R. S. Sarma : Not at all, Sir. I have known Members of the 
Legislature in some provinces who have not read the Government of India 
Act but have gone and dison:?sed the Act witli high officials and when 
they were questioned in detail, they had to admit that they had not read 
the Government of India Act but only the comments in papers like the 
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AmHta Bazar PaMka and the Hindustan Times about the Government 
of India Aet. Kven the head lines of some of these papers are dangerous 
and revolting. Uveryhody is familiar with the famous head line which 
appeared in a Calcutta paper, when that dangerous terrorist, Dinesh, 
was executed. The paper brought out the head line ‘ Dauntless Dinesh 
dies at dawn ’. Look at the alliteration and the emotion. If these things 
do not manufacture terrorists, I wonder what does. Any one who has 
followed the leading articles in n^any of the Indian newspapers will have 
no hesitation in coming to the conclusion that these terrorists are not 
born but are made in the columns of some of the newspapers ; our Indian 
masses are very credulous and the ignorant and the sentimental section of 
the public are being most mcreilessiy exploited by journalist politicians. 
That is a factor which the Government are hound to take note of. 1 shall 
give from my own experience an illustration of how the ordinary man is 
misled. It is to protect that kind of man from being exploited that 
1 want an Aet of this kind put on the Statute-book. 

Mr. Birla, who was once a distinguished Member of this House, owned 
the Calcutta evening newspaper, The New Empire, of which [ was the 
editor. There Avas a breakdown in our press and we could not print 
our paper in our own press. As there w’as no other well equipped Indian 
printing press in Calcutta, where ai daily newspaper could be printed, we 
arranged to print it in the Statesman press. At that time, the Statesman 
was subjected to a very severe boycott because of certain articles that 
appeared in that paper against the late Lokamanya Bal Gangadhar Tilak. 
There was .s great propaganda in the newspapers as to why Mr. Birla’s 
paper was printed in the Statesman press. There Avas a vigorous cara- 
padgn against us going on in the press and there w'as a great public meet¬ 
ing called one day to condemn Mr. Birla and myself for our printing our 
paper in the Statesman press. Well, the fact is, we tried the Indian press 
and we did not succeed, because no Indian press could, day after day, 
print (),0(K) or 7,000 copies and Ave were indeed very thankful to the 
Statesman that they alloAved us to do it. There Avas held this public 
meeting, attended by tAA'entytliousand men, and Mr. Birla asked me : 
“ Why don’t you go to this meeting and explain matters, and Avhy v.e 
were obliged to print our paper in the Statesman press.” Though I kneAv 
the hostile character of the audience, I took courage in both hands, went 
to the meeting, got upon the platform and explained matters to tl’e 
audience. Well, the audience looked as if they AA’cre convinced. 1 said, 
if anybody could suggest any Indian press AA-here Ave could print, I was 
Avilling to pay a thousand rupees a month more than what we Avere paying 
to the Statesman. One fellow got up atnd said : ” Why, there is the 
Marwari press, (Mr. Birla i.s a Marwari), in which you can print the 
paper.” I asked, what i.s this Marwari press which can print a daily 
neAvspaper ? Then c<r,e man got up and said : ” There is of course the 
Ilahvasiya press.” I said the Halwasiya press was a jute press and not 
a printing press ; but a man suddenly got up on the table and shouted : 
” Never mind, all the same it is a press.” (Laughter.) He AA'on the 
day. Now', Sir, that is the mentality of the masses who) read our nevra- 
papers. It is said that the effect of this Act would be to prevent honest 
expression of views. I deny this. Can anybody point out whether any 
extremist newspaper which has not been malicious or scurrilous has been 
subjected to any embarrassment ? T Avill give you a A-ery good illustra- 
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tion. Take the Hindu of Madras. Now, it always enjoys the blessings 
of jMahatiua (iandhi, who has said that the Hindu is iuing a great national 
service. It is a Congress organ. (Voices : “ No, no.”) Yes, Sir, for 
all practical purposes, though it has not the Congress label. Well, at the 
last elections, what did it do t My Honourable friend, Mr. Satyamurti, 
depends upon the Hindu of Madras to publish all his speeches.... 

Mr. S. Satyamurti (Madras City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
No, Sir, I depend on the justice of my cause—1 depend on the Indian 
National Congress and on nobody else. 

Mr. B. 8. Sarma : Why, as to publicity and propaganda, 1 say 
Mr. Satyamurti preaches through these newspapers, through the Hindu. 
Therefore that paper is for all practical purposes a Congress paper. Now, 
has it suffered in any way ? It wrote openly saying tliat Sir Shanmukhain 
Chetty should be defeated, that Diwan Bahadur llainaswamy Mudaliar 
should be defeated, that Mr. Sami Veneatachelaiu Chetty and Mr. Satya¬ 
murti sliould be returned witli large majorities. Has it suffered in any 
way for its expression of views ? On the other hand the Hindu is favour¬ 
ed with all Government advertisements. The paper is in the good books 
of the Government. An illustrious Member of the Government of India, 
Sir Frank Noyce, went last year to Calcutta and performed the opening 
•ceremony of the Calcutta office of that paper. Now, the editor of that 
paper is supposed to be the editor of an extremist paper. Has he suf¬ 
fered in any way ? lie even got a Siher Jubilee medal ! I am only 
trying to show that the Government do not mind, however, violently it 
writes so long as it does not support terrorism, so long as, by seeming 
to condemn acts of violence, it is not glorifying such acts as being inspired 
by patriotism and noble idea.i- 

An Honourable Member ;T)oes the Hindu snppo)’t this measure ' 

Mr. B. S. Sarma : It docs not. That is my argument. Even when 
Government docs not get the support of that paj>er in the matter, I say, 
look at the consideration that the Government is giving to that paper. 
Only the lothcr day. Honourable Members might remember, that the 
Honourable the Home Member on the floor of the House, raised the Hindu 
to the dignity of a friendly pres.s. My iioint is while paiiers can write as 
violently as they do such as the Hindu of Madras or the Amrita Bazar 
Palrika of Calcutta, so long as they do not overstep the limits of decency, 
so long as they do not secretly sjunpathizc with the terrorist movement, 
.so long as they do not supply in.spiration and encouragement to terrorists 
and breakers of law—I say no man need fear this legislation. I admit, 
Sir, that the tone of the press has lately improved. Amd why ? Because 
of the existence of these provisions—not because of any change of heart. 
I know sometimes even some of these extremist papers privately like such 
Acts like this. (Vo-ires of : ” Oh, oh ”) 

An Honourable Member : Where did you get that from ? 

Mr. B. 8. 8arma : Now, suppose the Press officer in.stead of exercis¬ 
ing his powers goes in a friendly manner to some of these papers and 
gently says : “ Why don’t you please co-operate with me ? Don’t 
publish this kind of inciting stuff.” How often the editor of such a 
paper will not actually say, as so many have done, ” I agree, but you see 
if I do not publish this, my rival newspaper will, and, therefore, it ’S 
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better that you issue some sort of communique that nothing should be 
published.” (Laughter.) Tliat is the attitude of many of the papers. 

Sir, there is one important point which my Honourable friend, Dr. 
Deshmukh, mentioned and which, other speakers on the Opposition side 
have mentioned, namely, that the most essential thing to do in order to 
combat terrorism is to find avenues of employment for our educated 
youth. That is a very important subject no doubt ; but I want to make 
one observation. This tcrrori^ is confined to India or rather to Bengal ; 
but unemployment is all the world over. Why should this terrorism be 
here alone f Of coiuse that does not prevent my agreeing fully with 
what my Honourable friend, Dr. Deshmukh, saiid on this point, namely, 
that the one thing you should do is to find avenues of employment and 
occupation for our educated young men. Now, coming from Bengal as 
1 do, I am proud to make the statement, on the floor of this Hoiise, that 
no one in India has a clearer and fuller realization of the need of effoits 
in this direction than my Governor, His Excellency Sir John Anderson. 
(Lo’vid and Prolonged Cheers.) Only last week. Sir, he made a most not¬ 
able pronouncement in the Bengal Legislative Council. In words of clear 
and incisive eloquence, words all the more weighty because of their 
restraint and reticence and careful avoidance of over-emphasis, 
His Excellency examined the present position of the terrorist movement in 
Bengal and made a notable announcement which I shall read in his own 
words : 

” Oovernment have decided upon giving to selected detenus at the expense of the 
State a training which would enable them to assist in developing the natural resources 
of the country, both to their own profit and to the profit and advantage of the country 
at large.” 

The details of the scheme which has been propounded by His Excel¬ 
lency are now public property and have been published in the papers.... 

An Honourable Member ; After how many years 1 

Another Honourable Member ; Under what conditions ? 

Mr. B. 8. Sarma : Under conditions necessary for this experiment 
to succeed. Honourable Members will find that in this great and statesman¬ 
like announcement there lie the beginnings of a still greater and more 
faiweaehing campaign of solving the unemployment problem and 1 think 
it is my duty, on the floor of this House, on behalf of Bengal, to pay my 
unstinted meed of tribute and admiration to His Exjcellency Sir John 
Anderson. (Loud and Prolonged Cheers.) Sir, one Honoui-able friend 
asks me—^why then the need for this Act and what is the particular need 
for this legislation ? I say it is to prepare the field for the successful 
working of the new experiment, so that these unfortunate young men will 
not be induced again to fall into the trap of pursuing these violent and 
destructive methc^s. That is the reason. (Hear, hear.) I say nobody 
need be in fear except those people who lurking in the backgroiuid exploit 
eager and tl:oughtless youth in the interests of universal disorder. (Hear, 
hear.) 

Sir, one word more and I have dione. The Hindustan Times charac¬ 
terised raither sarcastically this Bill day before yesterday as Lord 
Willingdon’s parting gift. 

Some Honourable Members : Parting kick. 
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Mr. B. S. Sarma : In my opinion, it is a real gift, and my country- 
men may not realise the value and significance of this measure today. 
They may think that it is a reactionary piece of legislation ; but let me 
assure this House and my friends that long after the present political 
turmoil is over and long after the dust of the present political controversy 
has subsided, when my Honourable friends, Mr. Bhulabhai Desai, 
Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant and Mr. Satyamurti, become Ministers in 
their own provinces and sit in their official chairs, engaged in useful con¬ 
structive national work, free from the fear of the bomb and the revolver, 
when they will find that the youngmen who are now an embarrassment 
to the State become useful members of society, when the future Indian 
Prime Minister of this country, who may be a Congress dictator, finds that 
he can carry on his work of national reconstruction without tlie necessity 
of a Hitler purge of the 30th June of last year, when this consummation, 
God willing, materialises, not only will the name of Lord Willingdon be 
cherished with affection by my grateful countrymen and remembered with 
gratitude but his whole policy will stand out as a shining testimony of 
what he and his Colleagues had been able to do to make India not only 
fit for self-government but safe for the enjoyment of those precious 
privileges. (Applause.) 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions : 
Non-Muhammadan iiural) : Sir, I wisli to speak on a point of personal 
explanation. I did not want to interrupt the Honourable Mr. Sarma when 
he was in the midst of his speech. I am afraid he would have charged me 
witli discourtesy as he has charged me with other things. His charge is 
entirely baseless and I treat his insinuations with the contempt which they 
deserve. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : That is not a 
point of personal explanation. The Honourable Member must confine 
himself to his point of personal explanation. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : I am coming to that. He said 
that 1 was glorifying murders. That was the charge that he laid at my 
door. I do not object to my Honourable friend for he is speaking on 
behalf of the constituency which he so ably represents. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : If the Honour¬ 
able Member is making a speech, the Chair cannot allow that. He can 
only say something by way of personal explanation. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : What I want to say is this. I come 
as a representative of the people of this country and as their representative 
I have to speak. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Order, order. 
If the Honourable Member has no personal explanation to offer, the Chair 
would ask him to sit down. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : What I wanted to say was this 
that I was speaking for men who could not speak for themselves here. 
The Honourable Member has entirely misunderstood me. I did not de¬ 
fend murders. 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Chair 
would ask the Honourable Member to resume his seat. Apparently, he has 
no personal explanation to make. 
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Sir Mubammard Yakub (Bohilkuud and Kumaon Divisions : Muham¬ 
madan Rural): JMr. President, the Bill before the House is not a new 
measure. It has passed throu«?h the searching scrutiny of a strong 
Select Committee and was also hammered on the floor of this House, in 
a full-dress debate, in 1932, when it was placed on the Statute-book of the 
country, for a period of three years. That period is now going to expire, 
and the present Bill is intended to remove some of the provisions of that 
Act and to continue others for an indefinite period. It is, therefore, our 
duty to examine under what conditions the (Criminal Law Amendment Act 
of 1932 was passed and whether the time has come and the conditions in 
the country are such that the whole of this Act should be repealed. 

Sir, we all know it very well that when the Criminal Law Amendment 
Act of 1932 w’as pa.ssed, the country was passing through a state of chaos 
and anarchy. Civil Disobedience and boycott were rampant, the peace of 
the country was threatened everyday and persistent boycotts and hartals 
made the peaceful avocations of the da^" impossible. It was under these 
circumstances that the Government of India were forced to enact a measure 
which was no doubt of a repressive nature but which was justified to meet 
the conditions in’evailing in the countiy. When this Bill was passed, 
what was the effect 1 The effect of it was that all those pernicious move¬ 
ments and all those nefarious activities were stopped and the peaceful pro¬ 
gress of the country continued unmolested. The Government have, there¬ 
fore, decided that the provisions of the Act which are no longer required 
should now be rei)ealcd. It shows that the Government of India do not want 
to keef) harsh measures on the Statute-book a minute longer after the 
necessity for their enactment becomes non-existent. During the time when 
this Act was in force, no difficulty was experienced in lawful activities and 
peaceful political movements of the country. The Indian National ('ongress 
was able to hold a full-fledged Session in 1933, at Bombay, without in any 
way exf)eriencing any difficulty on account of this Act. Similarly, many 
other Provincial Conferences were held unmolested. This shows that the 
power which was vested, by this Act, upon the local authorities and the 
Provincial Governments was not misused or abused. 

Now, Sir, of the sections of the Act of 1932 which will he retained 
under the new Bill, the most important ones to which objection has been 
taken are sections 5, 7, 11 and 13. Section 5 relates to the dissemination 
of the contents of })roscribed documents and it is considered as an attack 
on the liberty of the press and the liberty of the speech. I quite agree 
with my Honourable friend. Dr. Doslimukh, when lie says that the press 
is a very powerful machine for moulding the public opinion and, there¬ 
fore, it becomes extremely necessary for us to see whether the great power 
which the press exercises in the country is being exercised for ibo benefit 
of the young generation of India or to their detriment. Is it not a fact. 
Sir, that the misehievous speeches of some irresponsible persons are the 
root cause of many of our miseries and troubles ? Is it not a fact that 
the communal tension and communal riots in India are caused by fiery 
speeches. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : Of communalists. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : Yes, quite right. The present Bill is 
j intended to stop the activities of those communalists. What 
I was going to say is that the communal riots are caused by 
the fiery speeches of mischievous persons and by the mischievous articles 
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that appear in the communalist papers of India. (Hear, hear.) Lo<^ at 
the small State of Loham, which is not even equal to the four walls of our 
Legislative Assembly, and yet a lot of agitation is being carried on. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : I rise to a point of order, Sir. Is the Honourable 
Member in order in referring to an Indian State ? Can we make any 
reference to any Indian State in this House and to the incidents going on 
there f Some of my questions were disallowed on that very ground. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim) : The Honour¬ 
able Member, the Chair is sure, will not refer to incidents in Indian States. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : I am not referring to the incidents that 
take place in Loharu. What I am going to say is that the mischievous 
speakers in British India go from Simla and Delhi and publish their 
poisonous statements in communal papers in Delhi and Lahore and I, 
therefore, say, that these mischievous jiersons are responsible for the com¬ 
munal tension from liajputana to Lahore. If there is a small spark of 
communal tension in one part of the country, the communal papers fan 
it into a huge blaze which would set fire to tlie whole country from one 
end to the other. This is what we have experienced for a very long time 
and which we are seeing here every day. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : Yes, the communalists sit in con¬ 
ference in the cool heights of Sinda. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : Of course they do meet and at the expense 
of the Government of India, because they also draw their daily allowance 
of Rs. 20 a day ! 

Now, Sir, is it not the duty of the Government to impose restrictions 
and curtail the liberty of such mischief-making press ? Of course all 
lionour is due to the nation-building section of the Indian Press. They 
liave done their work nobly in a way which comm/mds our respect, and 
they have nothing to fear from any measure which may be placed on the 
Statute-book. (Hear, hear.) Sir, probably there is no other country' 
in the world, except Prance and England, where the Press and the platform 
enjoys more liberty than is enjoyed by the Press and the platform in India 
even in the face of the present laws on the Statute-book. Liberty un¬ 
restricted is a very luring term to pronounce, but does it—nay, can it 
exist in any phase of our social or political life. On the contrary we find 
that those who are the loudest in their demand for unrestricted liberty are 
the greatest sinners in curtailing the liberty of the people. (Hear, hear.) 
The case of Soviet Russia is a case to the point. It will take our Honour¬ 
able friends on the Opposition Benches a good deal further up if they 
gather courage to go to Russia and make a speech criticising the adminis¬ 
tration of that country. The Press and the platform in Russia are being 
used there only as the mouthpiece of the Government and the mouthpiece 
of the administration and it would be too bold indeed to associate the 
liberty of the Press and the platform with the present state of conditions 
prevailing in Soviet Russia. Mr. President, two years ago when I was in 
Constantinople, a number of the representatives of newspapers of that 
historic city called on me and approached me with the request that I 
should give them a statement about my impression of the tour. Being an 
Indian Mussalman, I started by saying that for a long time I cherished 
a great desire to pay a visit to the capital of the old Islamic Khilafat and 
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that I was glad that that desire was fulfilled then At this the poor 
representatives trembled in their shoes and said that it was impossible for 
them to publish anything containing the word Khilafat or “ Khalifa ” 
or things like that. (Hear, hear.) These are the conditions prevailing in 
countries where monarchs were butchered and thrones were over-turned 
in the name of liberty and freedom. Coming nearer home, may I be 
excused if I say that even the Congress movement in India cannot subsist 
without putting drastic restrictions in their own field. (Hear, hear.) 
The Ehaddar franchise, the taking of pledges from members or ban 
against attending social functions given in honour of Government ser¬ 
vants are some of the examples of this curtailment of the liberty on the 
part of the Congress movement. (Applause.) We are not ignorant of the 
feeling which is in the minds of certain Congress members in opposition 
to these restrictions. 

Some Honourable Members : No, no. There is none. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : There it is all the same, and I leave it at 
that. For a Government the imposition of restrictions becomes more a 
duty than a mere convention and a Government would not be worth the 
name if it does not restrict the liberties of some in the interests of all. 
The unfinished speech of the Honourable the Law Member on the Bill 
which was sponsored by my Honourable friend, Mr. B. Das, has clearly 
proved that Communism and terrorism not only do exist but they are still 
germinating in this country and he has also proved beyond doubt how the 
Congress movement is linked with that, a fact which was proved by the 
speech delivered by my Honourable friend, Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya, 
the other day. Is it, therefox’e, wise on our part to refuse to arm the 
Government with the necessary powers to deal with a situation arising out 
of the circumstances ? Now, Sir, the question is, whether we only want 
applause from the Press. 

An Honourable Member : And also from Government. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : And the public and from the Government 
as well. I am quite sure that Congress will receive applause from the 
Government because I imagine that there has been for a long time some 
subterranean connection between the Government and the Congress. 
(Laughter.) Whenever Government want to give some liberty to the 
country, some more reforms to the country, the Congress comes in 
between and puts some spoke in the w^heel of the advancement of the 
country ; and that shows that there is some subterranean connection 
between the Congress and Government. (Laughter.) Therefore, my 
friend is right when he says that they would also expect an applause from 
Government. If this Bill is thrown out at this stage, the Opposition no 
doubt will have the satisfaction, the empty satisfaction, of 
inflicting another defeat upon Government, which tliey can¬ 
not remove by their vote. But what would be the result t 
Will they be able, by doing so, to stop the placing of this Bill on 
the Statute-book 1 On the other hand, if we allow the consideration 
motion, we will be able to improve the provisions of some of the clauses, 
when the Bill is discussed, clause by clause, we can move amendments and 
the united House can pass amendments. I am not in a position to advise 
the Honourable Members on the Opposition Benches, but I am more con¬ 
cerned with my friends on the Opposition Benches because they are our 
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countrymen and their goal and our goal is the same, while the goal of 
Government is not the same ; and I want you to join hands with me and 
take the ball to the common goal. Nor do 1 pose to play the part of a 
peacemakerj but as an humble worker and as a sincere friend of my 
country, I appeal to the Honourable Members on the Opposition Benches 
that they should allow the clauses of this Bill to be discussed on the floor 
of the House so that we may be able to modify some of its provisions and 
we may also be able to fix a time limit on its life as we did on the previous 
occasion. Here are two alternatives : either you have the Bill on the 
Statute-book, in the form in which it is presented before the House, or you 
have a modified, polished and a more imi)roved Hill if you vote for the 
motion before the House. From this point of view 1 feel myself con¬ 
strained to vote for the motion before the House. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the 
Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the 
Clock, Jlr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) in the 
Chair. 


MEMBER SWORN. 

Mr. John Desmond Boyle, M.Ij.A. (Bombay : European). 


THE CRIMINAL LAW AxMENDMENT BILL—cohW. 

Sardar Sant Singh (West Punjab : Sikh) : Sir, after the surgical 
operaiions of the Bill performed by the distinguished surgeon of l^ombay— 
I refer to the Honourable Dr. Deshmukh—I thought that the local sore 
would show some signs of cure ; but from the speech of my Honourable 
friend, b.ir Muhammad Yakub, who is not now in his seat, and my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Sarma, who too does not seem to have come back, 
it seems tliat the other distinguished surgeon from Southern India, 
Dr. Rajan, will have to repeat the operation in order to bring about a 
recovery. 

The history of the various nations has left certain lessons for Ihe 
administrators of states, but I find that in this land the lessons of history 
are ignored. History tells us that the multiplication of grievances of the 
subject races leads to discontent, which in its turn leads to resentment, 
which in its turn leads to open armed rebellion. The lessons of history 
are very clear on the point, and, if ignored, they extract the full price 
from those who happen to be in power for the time being. That this 
lesson is known to the Honourable the Home Member is clear from the 
very fact that in his speech he said that this legislation is directed for the 
benefit of the dumb millions, the masses of this country. Whether it is 
for the benefit of the millions or not is to be judged from the actual facts 
that are taking place in the country and not from the idle professions 
which can be made on the basis of certain police information supplied 
to the Honourable the Home Member. May I ask him one simple ques- 
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tion in this connection ? What is the principle underlying this Bill t 
As a lawyer and as a Member of this august House, I am entitled to a reply. 
The Honourable the Home Member, like his predecessor when this Act 
was before the last House, has tried to evade a reply to this question. 
The question is not only an important one, but a vital one for the coimtry 
as a whole. If we have a reply to this simple question as candidly as we 
got once when a similar measure was being discussed in the House, then 
the reply would be : “ The Bill seeks to invest the executive with powers 
to decide certain judicial issues That is to say, the executive judgment 
is to be substituted for the judicial judgment. It was a candid reply made 
by an Honourable Law Member, who discMissed a similar measure 
before, in this House. If that is so, and if this is the principle iinderl) ing 
this Bill, there should be no doubt as to the attitude of all lovers of liberty 
towards this legislation and that attitude is summary rejection of the 
Bill. My reasons for this are not very difficult to fathom ; but I am 
doubtful whether my view^s, even if strengthened by the highest authority 
from the land wherefrom the Honourable the Home Member comes, will 
find some response in that quarter, if response is possible. 

Lord Sankey, when Lord Chancellor of England, made a speech in 
1929 where he said that rule of law’ was a condition precedent to liberty. 
The Government of India Act was passed in the teeth of opposition of 
the people of India, and we know that the Government of India Act 
received a cold reception from the j^eople of this country who are to be 
vitally affected by that legislation. If we w^ere to ignore the opinion of 
nationalist India, if we were to call those who have declined support to 
the Government of India Act as irreconcilable agitators and, if we only 
consider and take into account that school of thought which says that we 
should give a trial to this legislation in India, then this would be a perti¬ 
nent question to ask, is this legislation to be a precursor of that Goa’’- 
ernmeiit of India Act which pretends to confer liberty or responsibility 
upon tliose who would like to Avork it later on ? Is it that every piece of 
reform given to India should be preceded by a storm ? Yon remember 
the consequences of the passing of the Rowlatt Act in the old Imperial 
Council Avlien the reforms of 1919 were introduced. Have you forgotten 
the histoiy of those times when the passing of the Rowlatt Act against 
the will of the people was followed by a huge rising and riots in the 
Punjab, I myself being one of the victims ? Even in those days it was 
claimed that this Rowlatt Act Avas passed in order to make the exercise 
of responsibility conferred by those reforms easy for those who A\ere to 
exercise it. But what was the length of the existence of that Rowlatt 
Act f Did it not remain a dead letter on the Statute-book without finding 
a single mourner on its death ? Why then repeat the same blunder, I 
ask ? I will reserve this point for the moment to be dealt with when I 
come to discuss the effect of such legislations on the country. If this 
legislation is allowed to be passed by this House, it will mean the negation 
of all liberty. This mentality of the bureaucracy is manifested by a 
certain remark which a retired Anglo-Indian once made. When passing 
by the House of Commons, he asked, what are these buildings ? ** And 
being told that they were Parliamentary Houses, he said, really is the 
rubbish still going,on t ” That is the mentality, Sir, which a bureaucrat 
brings to bear upon the conditions of this country and then carries the 
same impressions to his Home after retirement. Such mentality has been 
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described in some pithy formulae by no less a person than the Chief 
Justice of England, lie says : 

** If a similar method were applied to the ardent bureaucrat, the amateur of the 
new despotism, his reflections might perhaps be indicated in some creed as this : 

(1) The business of the Executive is to govern. 

(2) The only persons flt to govern are experts. 

(3) The experts in the art of (Joverniriont .'ire the permanent officials, who, 

exhibiting an ancient and too much neglected virtue, * think themselves 
worthy of great things, being w'orthy 

(4) But the expert must deal with things as they arc. The ‘ four-square * mau 

makes the best of the circumstances in which he finds hirasilf. 

(5) Two main obstacles hamper the beneficent work of the expert. One is the 

sovereignty of Parliament, and the other is the Rule of Iiaw. 

(6) A kind of fetish worship prevalent among an ignorant public, prevents the 

destruction of these obstacles. The experts, therefore, must make use of 
the first in order to frustrate the second. 

(7) To this end let him, under Parliamentary forms, clothe himself wdth 

despotic power, and then, because the forms are Parliamentary, defy the 
Law Courts. 

(8) This course will prove tolerably simple if he can (a) get legislation passed 

in skeleton form ; (h) fill up the gaps with his own rules, orders and 
regulations ; (c) make it difficult or impossible for Parliament to check 
the said rules, orders and regulations ; (d) secure for them tho force 
of statute ; (e) make his own decision final ; (/) arrange that the fact 
of his decision shall bo conclusive proof of its legality ; (g) take power 
to modify the provisions of statutes ; and (h) prevent and avoid any sort 
of appeal to a (lourt of Law. 

(9) If the expert can get rid of the Lord Chancellor, reduce the Judges to a 

branch of the Civil Service, compel them to give opinions beforehand on 
hypothetical eases, and appoint them himself through a businessman to 
be called ‘ Minister of Justice \ the coping stone will be laid and the 
music W'ill be tho fuller.’^ 

For, these are tlie underlying ideas with which the present Bill has 
been framed by the Bnreaucraey. The real issue between those who 
adorn the Treasury Ilenelies and those who occupy the Opposition is 
whether India shall be allowed to be governed by the executive or by the 
trained judges ; whether the rule of law shall prevail or the executive 
will shall prevail, whether the Courts of law shall he supreme in land or 
the executive will of a despot sitting in his office will govern. That is the 
issue. 1 do not think that even the Honourable Members of the Treasury 
Benches can accuse those who are opposed to them of any personal ill-wnll 
towards them, but the real struggle is betw^een the two principles. We, 
on this side, can never allow to be governed by executive authority alone 
without giving us an opportunity to defend ourselves. What we want 
is that the progress of the country should only lie on the institution of 
liberty, equality, security of person and property. Here is a contention, 
Sir, and I want the Honourable the Law Member to take note of it,-—why 
should he yield place to his brother sitting by his side, the Honourable the 
Home Member f Supremacy of law has been regarded as a great asset for 
the liberties of the people. Why should he not put up a strong fight when 
the Honourable the Horae Member comes to him and asks him to abdicate 
his place and to give him the right to rule the country^ by executive 
decrees ? T really don’t see whether such a thing is possible in the Gov¬ 
ernment of India as it is constituted today, and T do not pretend to know 
whether such a struggle did really take place in the Cabinet of the country 
or not. But if I were an advocate of the rule of law, I would cei-tainly 
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put up a stiff fight before I permitted any Government of India to intro¬ 
duce such a piece of legislation that wants to substitute executive judgment 
for judicial judgment. Sir, even taking into consideration the fact tiiat 
whoev»‘r becomes the Member of the Government of India is inspired by 
certain considerations which make him infallible or unerrable to which 
M^eakness every human being is liable, even then such a benevolent ali- 
knowing despot would not be a good substitute for the judgment of a 
Court, hi this connection I will again with your permission quote from 
the Chief Justice of England. This is what lie says : 

** All that is involved and implied in the term ‘ Court ’ is essential. It may 
well be that, in a particular case, a perfectly correct opinion might be obtained from 
some anonymous person, incapable of identilication, who heard none of the parties 
to the controversy, but brought his individual reason to bear in private upon a mis¬ 
cellaneous bundle of correspondence. It is even possible that, in a particular case, a 
mysterious individual of that kind might not be in the smallest degree tempted or 
diverted from a sound opinion by the fact, if it happened to be the fact, that ho was 
closely associated with one of the parties to the controversy. But it is manifest that 
an opijuoii is arrived at differs by the whole width of tlie heavens from tho decision 
of a Court. The work of a Court involves many important ingredients, as for 
example, (1) that the judge is identified and is personally responsible for his deci¬ 
sions ; (2) that the case, subject to rare exceptions, is conducted in public ; (3) that 
the result is governed by the impartial application of principles which are known 
and established ; and (4) that all parties to the controversy are fully and fairly 
heard. In other words, the decision of a Court is in every important respect sharply 
contrasted with the edict, however benevolent, of some hidden authority, however 
capable, depending upon a process of reasoning which is not stated and the enforce¬ 
ment of a scheme which is not explained. The administration of the law of the land 
in the ordinary Courts presupposes, at least, personal responsibility, publicity, 
uniformity, and the hearing of the parties. 

Now, Sir, with such an authority at my back, may I ask the Honour¬ 
able Member with what show of plausibility he can come to this Hou'-e 
and ask us to substitute executive decree for the rule of law ? The plain 
duty of Honourable Members who have any respect for the libci-ties of 
their fellow-beings, in this land, is to throw out such a legislation, whetlier 
it be the Criminal Law Amendment Act or any other Act which substi¬ 
tutes executive judgment for judicial judgment. 

• 

T will now come to the next point. What is the justi6cation for such 
a law ? Before I deal with the justification given by those who are 
advocates of this piece of legislation, 1 should like to refresh the iiiemories 
of Honourable Members with the history of this legislation. After the 
Gandhi-Trwin Pact had been arrived at and after ilahatraa Gandhi had 
left for England to join in the deliberations of the Second Rounil Table 
Conference, and when Mahatma Gandhi was still there in England, a 
con8i)iracy was hatched in India by, I regret to say, the European resi¬ 
dents of this country to thwart the political activities of one important' 
political body, namely, the Congres.s. My ITonourable friend, Mr. James, 
says, that it is not true, but T am going to adduce evidence which is 
verj'^ conclusive, which is incontrovertible and which even he would not 
he able to deny. In this connection I would refer you to the speech of no 
less a person than Mr. Winston Churchill made in the House of Commons 
on the 3rd December when Mahatma Gandhi was still in London. In 
his speech he said. The question was in relation to the Committees which 
were to tour India to enquire into what changes should be made in the 
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constitution of India, lie said, speaking on this motion in the House 
Ox (Commons : 

“ What aro we to do f We are to send out committees to India ; they are to 
roam around India, large parts of which may be under something like martial law. 
They will roam around India in places where ordinary constitutional rights are 
superseded by measures of enforced protection. They aro to bo subjected to the 
same sort of ill-usage as that to which the Simon Commission were subjected by the 
adherents of the Congress party. India has to be kept in this state of unsettlemont 
perhaps for two or throe years.'* 

At that time the Government had not promulgated the Ordinances, 
there was, at any rate, no knowledge on the part of the public that such 
Ordinances were to be promulgated. How could ]\Ir. Winston Churchill 
know on the 3rd December, 1931, that such would be the condition, that 
such would be the treatment meted out to the Committees that would come 
to India, and that there would be a sort of x/wo^t-martial law in this 
coiinry 1 1 hope this one quotation will be sufficient to satisfy iny 

Honourable friend, Mr James, about what I said, that there was a 
conspiracy hatched by the European residents here to suppress all legi* 
timate political activities before Mahatma Gandhi returned to India. 
(Interruption by Mr, F. £. James.) T expect you to quote some opinion 
in your favour. 

I am sorry I have not got at this time the circular issued by the 
Eiirojiean Association whicli is known as something—I do not remember 
the exact name. There was a circular which I quoted last time in this 
House, buc I will give another piece of evidence from a highly respe(?table 
Indian, 1 mean Dr. Ansari’s statement before he sailed for Europe in 
tliosc days. He made an r)pen statement in the Press that he had actually 
seen the draft of the Ordinances before Mahatma Gandhi has come back. 
The history is very simple. The Conservative Government had replaced 
the Labour Government in England, Lord Irwin had left the shores of 
India and new angels had come to take charge of Indian Government. Is 
it not a fact that (Juring the five years of Lord Willingdon's Government 
we are being treated to suppressive and repressive laws ? And yet the 
European community in India will deny that they are no party to this 
conspiracy ! 

Now, coming to the justification given for the introduction of such 
a piece of legislation. We are told that there are three very active move¬ 
ments in India, the first is terrorism, the second is Communism, and the 
third Is communalism. The advocates of the Government Benches have 
added a fourth, and that is Civil Disobedience Movement. The first ques¬ 
tion that naturally arises is, were not terrorism and Communism rampant 
in tlie land before the introduction the Ordinances ? Why were 
not Ordinances promulgated then ? Why should it be left till after the 
conclusion of the Second Round Table Conference, the return of Mahatma 
Gandhi and the well-known refusal of Lord Willingdon to see Mahatmaji 
after his arrival 1 If they were really intended to strike at the terrorist 
and the Communist, they should have been promulgated when the Civil 
Disobedieixce was in abeyance. But no such thing was done. There can 
be no concealing the fact that these Ordinances were aimed at patting 
down and crushing any reviving spirit of Civil Disobedience. When the 
Civil Disobedience Movement is in suspense and when the advcjicateB Pf 
Civil Disobedience are now adorning the Opposition Benches Jn this House, 
the pretence of the Government cannot hold ^od. They say that the Bij^ 
is necessary and like benevolent despots charitably inclined they siiy tllese 
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powers are necessary, not for themselves,—^no, they are quite safe from 
the hands of any of these three issues,—^but for the coming Government ! 
And the coming Government, according to their own statement, is to con¬ 
sist of grown up children who would have no knowledge of how to defend 
themselves 1 Why, the same argument was used by the predecessor of 
the present Home Member in this House ? But that ncAv Government un¬ 
fortunately never came into being during the three years that the Bill 
has been in operation. The question that naturally comes before us is— 
is this a pretence or a real fact or it is only to placate those who may be 
wavering on which side to vote ? Sir, let me deal with these movements 
one by one. I will take up communalism first. 

Nobody will deny the fact that communalism took its birth on the 
3 PM. when an engineered deputation waited upon 

Lord Minto and demanded separate electorates for 
the miislim community. The birth of communalism dates from the birth 
of separate electorates. Well, who gave the separate electorates ? The 
Government. Well, the Government is responsible for communalism. The 
concession of separate electorates was followed by similar other concessions 
and tlie policy of divide and rule was taken to such an extent that now 
Government finds itself the victim of the reaction that is bound to come. 
The separate electorates were followed by the Gommunal Award and the 
Communal Award was followed by the communal service award and the 
communal service award is followed by the various acts of favouritism 
whicjli are daily to be seen in the advertisement in the public press issued 
by the various Government departments. What has been the principle 
underlying all this policy 1 Is it justice or political expediency 1 I 
will, with your permission, address my Muslim brothers on this point and 
tell them that they should take a lesson from the history of the Sikhs. 1 
reiaeiiiher the days of 1857 when there was a rising of the army and Delhi 
was the scene of bloodshed. The Sikhs had then lost their empire only 
nine years before that outbreak. Lord Lawrence and other members of 
the English Government sent for the Sikh Chiefs and asked them to give 
them a passport u]) to Bombay and get back their empire. The Sikhs 
refused. They said : “ No, we will protect you ” and we successfully 
defended them with the result that now the Sikhs have been thrown out, 
because political expediency does not require them. Political expediency 
does not listen to reason, to honesty, sincerity or anything. Muslims are 
very glad. They are dancing over the little favours that they have got. 
I tell them that the length of the period of this favourtism is measured 
by the law of political expediency which gave birth to it and political 
expediency will end it. There is no love of any religion in the Executive 
Government of this country. I am very very glad to hear from no less a 
person than Sir Muhammad Yakub that communalism is an evil. T wisli 
he had made a further declaration on the floor of this House that tlie 
Muslims henceforth would have nothing to do with communalism and I 
would certainly have followed him by a similar declaration that the Sikhs 
no longer stand for communalism. Let the Mus.salmans come forth even 
now, with a declaration that henceforth they will stand on their own legs 
and will stand for merit alone. I have the honour to belong to a very small 
minority in India, I would not, on behalf of my community, hesitate 
to announce that the Sikhs regard communalism as unsuperable obstacle 
to the progress of India. It has been said that communalism is raising 
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its head in the ^njab. Unfortunately it is true to some extent but, if 
1 were free to disclose the facts that fanned the situation in the Punjab, 
if I were free to tell this House how this communalism has been used as a 
weapon to engineer this false agitation over the Shahidganj Gurdwara, 
I think I would be able to convince Honourable Members of this House 
that it is not an agitation which anybody should be afraid of. But with¬ 
out going into that question I may mention one fact that is very apparent 
and obvious and that is the coming elections to the Provincial Asseuibly 
based upon separate electorate is responsible for all this trouble. There 
is no genuine feeling behind it. It is only a race for votes. 

Mr. M. Ohiasuddin (Punjab : Landholders) : May 1 ask, Sir, how 
all this is relevant under this Bill t 

Mr.^Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) : In the opinion 
of the Chair, it is in order, because the Honourable Member is referring 
to communalism and how it arose. 

Sardar Sant Singh : My Honourable friend should not have taken 
offence on this question. I do not want to injure the feelings of my 
Muslim brothers in the Punjab. I only referred to it in passing to show 
that such demonstrations and agitation are bound Lo take place and 
will continue to take place whenever there is a race for catching the 
votes of the illiterate masses. My remarks are intended more for the 
Treasury Benches than for my countrymen on this side of the House, 
This communalism is prevalent only because of the coming elections 
and to saj' that such a piece of legislation as this is necessary to put 
down communalism is not true. I will come now to another point. 
Soon after the Shahidgunj agitation, prosecutions for possessing more 
than one kirpan by the Sikhs were started. The case was taken to a 
magislrate. The magistrate gave the judgment and discharged the 
accused, holding that according to the law’ Sikhs could carry any 
number of kirpans. May I ask the Honourable the Home Member and 
the Law Member what was the duty of the Executive authorities under 
such circumstances ? When the judgment was given, was it not the 
plain duty of the authorities to respect the law and to respect the 
judgment of their own Courts ? Put the I’unjab Executive authorities 
did not do any such thing. What did they do ? They started more 
arrests and placed the case before another magistrate. According to 
my understanding of the functions of the administration, I think the 
best example the Executive Government could set was to show respect 
for the Law which they themselves had made. The Sikhs have been 
carrying these kirpans for the last ten years without being molested 
anyAvhere by Ihe police. All of a sudden, without any notice, the Sikhs 
were ayrcisted for possessing more than one kirpan. What did it show f 
Well, it only shows that the executive tries to interpret the law as it 
suite them. The decision of a Court was given, but they treated that 
decision with contempt which no civilised administrat ion can afford to 
do. Sir, it is their business to set an example to the public that the 
law must be respected. But when the executive do not respect the 
law there can be only one re^t and that is that the public begins to lose 
respect for the law. In this particular case, the Punjab Government, 
after the judgment of one Coqrt. started further prosecutions and 
succeeded*—obtaining a different finding. Now, there were two judg¬ 
ments in eonfiiet with each other. May I ask a simple question again— 
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what is the duty of the Executive Government in any country Is it 
not their duty to make the rule of conduct for the people clear and 
unambiguous 1 It was their duty to tell the people what the law is, 
but instead we find this Government giving us conflicting decisions. 
We are left to follow the judgment of one magistrate or another 
magistrate without any guidance. When the agitation started and 
the Sikhs came out in procession with two kirpans with each man 
and defied the Government, then the Government realised the folly of 
their action of securing conflicting judgments. My point is that the 
Government at first creates a situation, and when the Government finds 
itself in a tight corner, it comes forward to ask the Legislatures for 
more power for the executive. Who is going to give them such powers 
under such circumstances ? Have you ever seen any executive in the 
world not respecting the judgment of their own ("oiirts 1 But here in 
India they do it : and when they find that the same amount of response 
is not forthcoming as in other countries and the people begin to defy 
the authority of the law, then that defiance of law becomes a ground 
for asking for more powers. 

Goveriiment complains of picketing, complains of the Press activities ; 
why should there be complaint when the people have only taken 
measures in self-defence against the aggressive measures of the Govern¬ 
ment ? Why did the Civil Disobedience Campaign come into existence ? 
Because the Government did not listen to the public opinion. Now, 
there is a story in the Ramayan that one of the members of the family 
of Ravan used to sleep on for months together, and when the need came 
for him to bo awakened, drums were beaten, elephants were brouglit 
to trample him down. It was only then that he could be awakened. 
Is this the sort of sleep in which the Government of India are going 
to indulge 1 Why are they not listening to the intelligent public 
opinion ? AVhy are they turning a deaf ear to public opinion ? If 
they had but listened to the public opinion they woiihj not have needed 
such legislation. Sir, their duty is to be responsive to public opinion. 
WJiy do they not do so 1 Is it not then our plain duty as nonest men 
and is it not the duty of all lovers of liberty to tell them that, unless 
you respond to us, we will never respond to you ? You complain of 
non-»^o-o]^eration—with what face ? Have you co-operatod with us ? 
Was not the last Assembly a co-operators^ Assembly ? Did you not 
get all you wanted from that Assembly ? Can you then show a single 
instance in which you responded to the criticisms from those who were 
on this side of the House. 

All Honourable Member : There was the three years’ duration of 
the Bill. 

Sardar Sant Singh : But what about the substitution of executive 
for judicial judgment ? Did we not claim that the executive should 
not have such vast powers over the lives and liberties of the people ? 
Sir, the Government did not show us the least regard then. My Honour¬ 
able friend refers to the three years’ duration of the Bill. Let me tell 
him one fact which happened in the Select Committee on this Bill, 
namely, that several nationalist members of the Select Committee had to 
walk out from the Select Committee declaring that thenceforth they had 
nothing to do with it. Sir, my friend, the Honourable the Home Member 
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pleads for the change of heart. How can you expect us to change our 
heart and our attitude towards such legislation when you do not change 
your own heart t Sir, I leave Communism and terrorism to those who 
know about them much more than I can pretend to do. I will now 
come to the plain duty of the Government. I think, Sir, tliat the present 
Government of India and its predecessors are conscious of only one 
function ; they think that their only function in India is to maintain 
law and order and that there is no other function. Their main plea for 
bringing forward such legislation is that law and order cannot otherwise 
be maintained. May I remind the Honourable the Home Member that 
this is iKd even the primary object of the Government, what to say of 
the main object. Sir, it is a secondary object ; and in this connection 
I will just read a small extract from my speech on this Bill at the last 
time : 

“ Tho purpose or end of Government is the weal and welfare of the community. 
But we find, Sir, if we go through the literature that has been broadcast by the 

Government Benches, that they liave laid very great stress on this point that the 

maintenance of law and order is the only function of Government. I will presently 
qnote from Austin again to show that the maintenance of law and order is not the 
primary function of Government ; it is a secondary function and it is a necessity which 
enables tho Government to bring about the welfare of the community over which they 
have been placed by the deity. 1 cannot give long quotations as the time at my 

disposal is short, but this is what he says : 

* But, by most or many of tho speculators on political government and society, 
one or a few of the instriim(‘ntal ends through which a government must accomplish 
its proper absolute end, are mistaken for that paramount i>urposc. 

For example : It is said by many of the speculators on political government 
and society, that * the end of every government is to institute and protect property \ 
And here 1 must remark, by the by, that the ])Topounders of this absurdity give to 
the term ‘property' an extremely’large juid not very definite signification.' It is, 
therefore, clear, that those who want to govern must govern, not for the end of 
umintaining law and order, but for the purpose of bringing about the welfare of the 
community of which they arc in charge for the time being." 

Now taking tliis view of the functions of an administrator, may i 
ask the simple qiiesti<)n again whether the present piece of legislation 
fulfils this object ? Will it tend to the weal and welfare of those who 
are in your charge at the present time ? Sir, the effect of such legislation 
will be only to kill all political activity, as it has killed it in the past 
three years. In this comicctiou I will not be doing justice to the effect 
of this legislation in a better way than Mahatma Gandhi did when you 
brought up thiji piece of legislation in 19.‘12. He said : 

Repression appears to me to be crossing what might be called tho legitimate 
limit, and governmental terrorism is spreading through the land. Both English and 
Indian officials are being brutalised. The latter, high and low, are becoming 
demoralised by reason of the Government rew^arding as meritorious disloyalty to tho 
people and inhuman conduct towards their own kith and kin. The latter are being 
cowed down. Free speech has been stifled. Goondaism is being practised in the 
name of law and order. Women who have come out for public service stand in fear 
of their honour being insulted, and all this, as it seems to me, is being done in order 
to crush the spirit of freedom which the Congress represents. Repression is not con¬ 
fined to punishing civil breaches of the common law. It goads people to break newly- 
made orders of autocracy designed for the most part to humiliato them." 

Sir, tills was said in 1932. It is as true today as it was then. What 
do we find in the country 1 We may find there is peace, but it is the 
peace of the grave ; it is not the peace of a living, active nationhood ; 
it is the peace that you find in a house which has a perpetually mourning 
aspect about it. Do you want to perpetuate similar conditions. I will 



6^6 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[9th Sep. 1936. 


[Sardar Sant Singh.J 

certainly appeal to my Honourable friends to my immediate left to 
consider the situation in a more dispassionate manner. You have in¬ 
herited the great traditions of Parliamentary Government and the 
sovereignty of the rule of law has been the standing feature of the 
Parliamentary Government. Why do you want to deny us that form 
of Government i If you want to deny us that form of Government, 
why don’t yon say so openly 1 Do not pretend to give us democratic 
government v/hen that government is not a democratic government at 
all. Do not commit fraud upon us. Do not be a hypocrite towards 
us but be honest. If you tell us that we are being governed by sworci, 
I will be the first man to swear loyalty to your Government. But that 
loyalty, as you know, will last as long as you hold the sword in your 
hand. But my eyes shall constantly be on that hand which holds the 
sword and the first opportunity that I get to snatch that sword will be 
utilised by me. That is a sort of loyalty where honesty, sincercity 
and genuineness will prevail and not the hypocrisy and fraud. Do not 
treat us as simpletons and ignorant people who do not understand. You 
may be very strong at this time and you may be unshakable at this 
time. But the empires that have preceded you have left a mark up 
on the history of various people. Their history shows that they were 
as powerful in their time as you are now. Those empires were lost, not 
because they lost their administrators but because their administrators 
lost their imagination which is necessary to keep an empire. Do you 
mean to say that those Governments which prosecuted certain individuals 
were insane governments or government who had no imagination T They 
had it, but their imagination was as limited as is yours now. If you road 
the history you will find that not a single reformer or even a prophet 
or a Chiru or an Avatar was but as a rebel to the then society. May I 
refer with due humility and respect to the life of Jesus Christ T Why 
was he crucified ? He must have been crucified under similar laws and 
convicted by the courts then in existence. Why was the Prophet of 
the Mus-sahnans prosecuted and persecuted 1 Why wore the Sikli Gums 
so cruelly martyred ? Has that martyrdom enhanced their respect or 
have they lost it ? They have become deities in our eyes and wo 
respect them and we listen to their words. But if they are to be 
judged by the standard which is being set now by the Government of 
India, then they will all be called rebels and terrorists and what not. 
I appeal to you even at this eleventh hour to beware of the coining 
danger. A time comes when people cannot be goaded to a greater 
extreme and then rebellion becomes a justifiable act and open revolt to 
the authority becomes legalised. This is not what T alone say bub 
this is what your great jurists have said. I will take the liberty of 
quoting onco more from Austin’s book of Jurisprudence before I finish 
my remarks. He says : 

“If we take the principle of utility as our index to the Divine Commands, we 
must infer that obedience to established Government is enjoined generally by the 
Deity. For, without obedience to * the powers which be % there were little security 
and little enjoyment. The ground, however, of the inference is the utility of Govern¬ 
ment : And if the protection which it yields bo too costly, or if it vex us with needless 
restraints and load us with needless exactions, the principle which points at submis¬ 
sion as our general duty may counsel and justify resistance. Disobedience to an 
established government, let it be never so bad, is an evil ; For the mischiefs inflicted 
by a bad government are less than the mischiefs of anarchy. So momentous, however, 
is the difference between a bad and a good government, that, if it would lead to a 
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good one, resistance to a bad one would be useful. The anarchy attending the traiisi* 
tiuii was an extensive, but a passing evil : The good which would follow the trausi* 
tion was extensive and lasting. The peculiar good would outweigh the generic evil ; 
The good, which would crown the change in the insulated and eccentric case, would 
more than compensate the evil which is inseparable from rebellion.’’ 

Sir, in the end, I want only to appeal to the Members on the 
Treasury Benches. You may consider yourself quite safe and you 
may think that even if this House throws down this Bill, you have a 
power to certify it. You can do so, and you may do so, but do you 
know wliat amount of resentment you will create in the country ? 
Will you take into account that amount of discontent that will follow 
i]i its wake and the respect for law in the country will slowly but 
steadily disappear ? You and 1 both want the niaint(*nance of peace : 
it is our mutual interest. But if you go on taking the step that you 
are taking now without caring for the future, you will need de.sperate 
action. But my only hope is that wiser counsels will still prevail. Sir, 
1 have done. 

Sirdar Jogendra Singh (Fyzabad Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : Mr. Deputy President,. 

Bhai Parma Nand (West Punjab : Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, I 
want to speak on a point of personal explanation. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) : But the 
Honourable Member has not yet spoken. 

Bhai Parma Nand : Certain other Honourable Members have 
spoken, and I want to explain my position as I understand I will not have 
a chance to speak. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) : The Honour¬ 
able Member will be quite at liberty to speak if he gets his chance, 
but, having not spoken at all up to now, there is nothing to explain. 

Sirdar Jogendra Singh : Sir, the Honourable Mr. Achesou, the 
other day, referred to King Charles' head as being the favourite 
niglitmare of Dick. It api)ears the Congress has become the King 
Charles' head of Government and a constant nightmare for the 
Honourable Sir Henry Craik. (Applause.) When the Ordinances 
expired, the Government of India came to the Legislatures, then very 
conveniently constituted for them, and wanted the Ordinances to 
become an Act of the Legislature. We are told by the Honourable the 
Home Member that it is true. Civil Disobedience has been called off, 
but the nightmare of its being revived at a future date still haunts 
the authorities aud they cannot have sound and i^eaceful sleep unless 
the Assembly places in their hands the “ Big lathi '' of the Criminal 
Law Amendment Act which they say has helped them so well in the 
past. The Honourable the Home Member has my heartfelt sympathy. 
This, Sir, reminds me of Dionysius, the ancient autocrat of Syracuse, 
who felt similarly insecure. He was, therefore, constantly building up 
fortifications against potential consiprators to come. He was so 
nervous that he used to sleep iu a room which could only be approached 
by a drawbridge in a palace which was connected with the outside world 
by another drawbridge. 

Bhai Parma Nand : I did not quite follow your ruling, Sir. My 
point is that the Honourable Member. 
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Mfr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) : Is it a point 
of order that the Ilonourable Member is raising now */ 

Bhai Parma Nand : I want your ruling on this point, Sir. My 
submission is that if an Honourable Member in this House pointedly 
refers to another Member, who wants to make a protest against his 
remarks and rises to make a personal explanation, then what is your 
ruling ? Do you mean to say that you will not allow him to give an 
explanation of his position t 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) : The Chair has 
given its riding. 

Bhai Parma Nand : What is it ? 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) : The Chair’s 
ruling is that if, in reply to the speech of another Honourable Mem¬ 
ber, the Honourable Member (Bhai Parma Nand) wishes to offer a 
personal explanation, the Honourable Member is not in order. He will 
be entitled to make a speech, but no question of personal explanation 
arises in view of the fact that he has never spoken at all. 

Bhai Parma Nand : He has clearly referred to me. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) : Order, order : 

Sirdar Jogendra Singh : The king could not trust any one, not even 
his own queen when asleep and hence slept all alone. The king was 
demoralised to such an extent that he used to i)ull up the drawbridge 
himself before he retired for the night. Sir, the Agents of this foreign 
Governnieiit are like Dionysius and are even afraid of their own 
shadows. 

When Lord Macaulay formulated or, shall I say more correctly, 
invented the precious volume known as the Indian Penal Code, even 
the most eminent jurists of Britain hailed it as the most perfect Code 
to meet effectively offences of all kinds whatsoever. 

[At this stage, Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) 
resumed the Chair.] 

With the passing of time. Government have begun to feel that, 
that consumate Code is not enough. They further desired more 
arbitrary powers to meet the recurring challenge to their authority. 
Therefore, the Agents of the alien Government in India wish to con¬ 
tribute their further share towards the mischievous design of so 
lightening Britain’s control over our Motherland as to make it impossible 
for us to attain complete independence which is our birthright. 
They first wanted the vicious Ordinances for six months only. Then 
they persuaded and appealed to the soft conscience of some of our pre¬ 
decessors, who fell an easy prey to the machinations of this foreign 
Government and allowed these autocratic powers for a further period of 
three long years. No^v, the Government desire to put this barbaric 
Act on the Statute-book permanently. This, Sir, appears to be 
Dominion Status in action. 

Let me tell the Government, Sir, that power unrestricted and 
arbitrary is like an intoxicant. (Hear, hear.) The more you take it, 
the more you want it. But the end of those who intoxicate themselves 
with power is recorded in history as the same as that of the unredeemed 



TUE CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL. 


669 


inebriate. They both bring about their destruction through surfeit. 
I'hc Government have brought before this House this Bill to still fur¬ 
ther deprive the entire nation of every shadow of human rights such as 
liberty of speech, liberty of press and even freedom of association. 
The Honourable the Mover of the Bill as well as the llonoiirable Mr. 
Griffiths have very eloquently advised that this atrocious Act is intend¬ 
ed to prevent terrorism and Communism, but let me tell them, very frank' 
ly, that both these will exist in spite of this Act. (Hear, hear.) The 
only remedy whieli I would humbly suggest is that the best way to 
extinguish terrorism and Comnumism is, not through the aj)plication 
of this Act but, by providing constructive schemes by whiidi you can 
give employment to several hundred thousands of our intelligent young 
men who in sjhte of the highest academical qualifications are starving 
for want of food and raiments. 

The Honourable the Home Member has further stated that this Bill 
is intended as a set-ofi' against the so-callerl spirit of communalism, 
which is according to him in a virulent form in our country at the 
present moment. I may be permitted to state with somewhat brutal 
frankness that ‘ Divide and rule ' has been the traditional policy of 
British Imperialism in this country. It has been by such tactics that 
they arc perpetuating their domination over our unfortunate country. 

If I am to state in a lighter vein, I am reminded of mj^ school 
days when I read the story of the “ monkey and the two cats 
(liHUghter.) 1, however, hope that Tiidians, to whatever ciced or 
religion they might belong, will think in terms of Indians firsL, Indians 
last and Indians ahvays (Applause), and that is Ihe only way in which 
wc can eliminate the third party who is responsilde for many of these 
ills sulfored by us in this country. Underneath the surface of the Bill 
T honestly perceive evil designs to deprive the elementary right of 
citizenship. 

If the Bill is a foi’ccast of the new Act, as I do believe it is, I 
Avould appeal with all the sincerity that J can command to throw out 
the measure and save our Motherland from the further fetters of 
slavery. Sir, with these humble words, I oppose this Bill. (Applause.) 

Mr. T. Ohapman-Mortimer (Bengal : European) : Sir, in rising 
to support the motion of the Honourable the Home Member, I am con- 
s<iious of the f^ct, that on the one hand, I have not the knowledge of debate 
of some of my Honourable friends opposite, and, on the other hand, that 
I have not the mastery of the subject which my Honourable friend, Mr. 
GriflSths, showed ns the other day in his admirable, may T also say, 
conrageons speech. If I venture to make a few remarks now, Sir, it is 
because I cannot let pass without a reply some of the remarks of, among 
others, my Honourable friend, Dr. Deshmukh. It is perhaps natural for 
my Honourable friend in alluding to the possibility of legislating for one 
Province and not for others that he should have drawn an analogy from 
surgery. But as my Honourable friend, Mr. Griffiths, so ably and ad¬ 
mirably put it, the object of this Bill is not to perform surgical opera¬ 
tions, but it is to prevent situations arising when surgical operation 
becomes necessary. 

My Honourable friend, Sardar Sant Singh, very kindly reminded 
the Plouse this afternoon of the appalling state this country was in in 
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1930-31 before this present Act was in operation. I thank him for 
reminding us, as, I am quite sure, none of us wants to see the kind of 
situation arising again that we saw in those years, a situation which 
very definitely called for tiie surgical knife. I have always under¬ 
stood, Sir, that, before you call in the surgeon, you call in the physician. 
The wise physician who treats his patient for a sore head, for instance, 
or a gouty hand generally, does something rather dilferent than cut 
it off. I imagine he orders his patient a strong physic or it may be 
that he suggests that he should restrain himself and that his diet be 
severely restricted. That, Sir, is exactly what my Honourable friend, 
the Home Member, has done. He proposes in this Bill to restrict 
picketing, to restrict the activities of unlawful associations and to 
restrain within the limits of decency and public safety that section of 
the press of this country which, over and over again, whenever these 
repressive laws are not in existence, forgets what decency means. 
According to my Honourable friends on tlie other side of the House the 
new measure is unnecessary, tyrannical and unjustified. 

In an effort worthy of a better cause, in my opinion, my Honour¬ 
able friend, Mr. Satyamurti, tried the other day to prove how unneces¬ 
sary this Bill was, unnecessary, that is to say, in his opinion. In his 
view the ordinary provisions of the law are ample and cover all the 
subversive activities of lawless bodies or persons. If my Honourable 
friend means that the ordinary law lays down that incitements to 
murder, picketing, lawless associations and criminal consipracy are 
illegal, I quite agree. But lie knows and every Honourable Member 
of this House knows that there are forms of picketing and criminal 
conspiracy and incitements to murder wliich it is impossible to tackle 
under the ordinary law of this land. And it is because it is so im¬ 
possible that in 1930-31 we had the most disgraceful situation not only, 
as my Honourable friend, Dr. Deshmukh, suggests, in Bengal, but at 
least as bad, if not worse, in Bombay and other provinces. That 
situation was only saved by the bringing in of this emergency measure, 
first the Ordinances and subsequently the Acts. Now, Sir, we all 
know how impossible it was to prevent that situation arising that arose 
in 1930-31, because the ordinary law of the land made it extremely 
difficult for the executive to catch hold of neople who were the real 
sinners and who paid four annas to small boys and others to go to 
jail for them. Honourable Members admit with one breath that the 
crimes this Bill seeks to prevent are illegal and deplorable—I am glad 
they agree with Honourable Members on this side of the House on that 
point—but they hasten immediately to add that there is no need for 
Government to take any necessary measures to rectify a situation which 
every Government worthy of the name must face. They do not think 
it is necessary to bring in measures to put down these deplorable acts 
which they all agree are undesirable and illegal. 

That, Sir, is one of the arguments of the Opposition. 
The second argument of the Opposition seems to be this. They say 
this is a tyrannical measure. One would think, after having heard 
some of their speeches, that they seem to think that if this Bill were 
passed into law the executive would become a lawless body ; it 
would take the law into its own hands and act without any kind of 
restraint from the judiciary. That is absolutely incorrect. 
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Sardar Sant Singh : I may point out to my Honourable friend 
that the objection is to the substitution of executive judgment for 
judicial judgment. 

Mr. T. Chapman-Mortimer : It would be an insult to their intel¬ 
ligence to suppose that they do not understand the meaning of the llilL 
Tliey know ])erfectly well what is proposed and that what is proposed 
still leaves the Courts with a very strong restraining power over the 
executive. It seems to me tliat the only conclusion we can draw from 
this aj*gument of tlie Opposition is that they are trying to persuade 
some of those Honourable Members who came, as my Honourable 
friend, Mr. (iauba, suggests, wiiii an open iiuiul. 1 am very glad 
indeed to hear my llonoiii'able friend tell us tinu so many of his friends 
and he too came here with an open mind, l)eeause. 1 a'm sure, that if 
they consider the real issues at slake in tins debate they will vote with 
this side of the House. If they admit that it is the duty of every 
tTOvernment to maintain the law and, if necessary, to restrain the 
liberty of individuals who are trying to take from other individuals 
their liberty,—and that, Sir, is iirescnt in every law because you have 
to restrain some persons from doing ill in order that the rest of us may 
go free or com[)aratively free,—^if they aflmit the necessity for that, 
I submit that they have no alternative but to come forward and support 
the motion. The Honourable the Home Member lias made it quite 
plain that though he did not say he would accept them, he was, neverthe¬ 
less, prepared fairly to consider any reasonable amendments proposed. 

In this connection. Sir, several Honourable Members including my 
Honourable friend, Sardar Sant Singh, said, that if only we, on this 
side, would frankly admit that this is an autocratic Cfovernment they 
would have no objection to the Bill. They say that what they object to 
IS that India should be told that it has a democratic constitution but 
that on the other hand severe measures are necessary. Honourable 
Members who use this argument seem to forget several things. In the 
first place they forget that no one suggests that tJie Government of this 
country, as at present coiistillued, is a democratic Government though 
it has certain democratic aspects. At the same time no one on this side 
of the House calls it,—certainly I should not call it,—a democratic 
Government. Then again tliey forget that it lias been stated over and 
over again by high autliority that the present Government forms a 
transitional stage. My Honourable friends, rightly in my view, look 
to the British constitution as a better model than that of the autocracies 
of Italy, Germany and Soviet Russia. What they always forget is that 
we in the United Kingdom only reached our present stage of consti¬ 
tutional development after hundreds of years. They are trying to 
bring in, or rather we are trying to bring in with their help, a 
democratic constitution which will in the fulness of time place India 
in her rightful place among the Commonwealth of British Nations. 
We are trying to bring this constitution in with their help in a few 
<lecades. T suggest that if you consider that, you will less often cast 
it in our teeth wliat is an absolutely untrue and unjust assumption 
that we, on this side of the House, are false to the promises that the 
British Government has made over and over again. We have not told 
India that she has now got democracy : we have told her that in the 
fulness of time we hope she will attain to it ; and, as His Excellency’s 
distinguished predecessor wisely said, the goal and the path to it are 
L192IiAD r2 
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not the same and should not be confused. This argument of the 
Opposition seems to me, therefore, eiitirel^^ beside the point. 

Lastly, it has been argued that this all-Tndia measure is unjustified 
because, so it is suggested, there is peace throughout the length and 
breadth of India except in tliese two plague spots, Punjab and Bengal. 
I suggest that though my Honourable Irieiid in making this suggestion 
no doubt did so unwittingly, he reflects a mentalily which my Bengali 
friends rightly resent. They feel, and I am sure all of us here feel who 
think it out, how unjust it is to blame them for acts for which, in many 
eases, they are not alone responsible and to which they have been 
incited by extravagant messages in the press and propaganda conducted 
from other centres. We all know how sentimental and nationally- 
minded the patriotic Bengali is, and, I think, it is unfair that we should 
play on his feelings, first incite him to boycott, picketing and Civil 
Disobedience, and then when the lime comes say Oh, no : we are 
quite innocent : it is the terrible Bengali and Punjabi who is the cause 
of all the trouble ! ” I submit, all-India legislation is absolutely 
necessary and I, therefore, strongly support the proposal that this 
Bill be taken into consideration by this House. 

There is one other point in this connection and it is this : clause 7 
of the existing x\ct which is sought to be retained is a clause which is 
only, so to speak, a permissive clause. It only comes into force when 
Local Governments consider that the situation in some particular dis¬ 
trict or province or city warrants its introduction. It seems to me that 
in these circumstances the very clever play which my Honourable 
friend, Mr. Satyamurti, made with that section of the Bill, relating to 
annoyance, picketing, etc., is not a very reasonable argument to bring 
against this measure. After all, in the South, he says, there is peace : 
in that case it is quite certain or almost certain that in his proviiufe, 
at aJl events, this section, which worriers him so much, will not come 
into force at all. 

Finally, Sir, tlie issue before the House seems to me simply this : 
do we admit that picketing, criminal conspiracy and incitement to 
murder are evils ? If Honourable Members are agreed that they are 
evils, we have to consider whelher or not this Bill is necessary in the 
interests of the maintenance of law and order and, in pariicular. to 
safeguard the Government and the community against tliese three 
evils caused by lawless persons. If wc are agreed that that is the 
issue, it is impossible that there can be any doubt as to the wav iu 
which we should all vote when the division time comes. After all, if 
Honourable Members feel that they agree with the principle that these 
acts are evil and illegal, they still have always the oyiportiinity to put 
forward reasonable and sensible amendments ; for as the TTonourable 
the Home Member has already told us, if this motion is passed by the 
House, he will be open to consider all sueh reasonable amendments. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : Mr. President, I have risen to offer just a few 
observa/f.ions and remarks with reference to this Bill, before the House is 
actually upon to register its vote. Various aspects of the Honourable the 
Home Member’s speech which he delivered in support of this Bill have 
been touched upon by speakers on this side of the House, but T feel that 
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there are at least two pointa which have been left untouched and I ahall 
try to refer to them. While the Honourable the Home Member was 
speaking in support of this Bill, it struck me that he had chosen, for the 
text of his speech, a sentence which I would not be far wrong in adopting 
myself for my speech today. He said “ the price of liberty is eternal 
vigilance and it is vigilance which animates us on this side of the 
House to oppose this Bill. We want vigilance on their side as much as 
on our side : we must watch their actions, watch tlieir proposals and 
see to what extent they go against the liberties and the freedom of the 
people. But of that later on. In the course of his speech, which was 
rather brief—and there is a reason for its being very brief. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik (Home Member) : You ought not 
to complain of that. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali ; I should not coniiilHiii of it— it was very concise 
4 PM indeed and tellinj? in its own way. There was a good 
reason for it. While I was listening to the Honourable 
the Home Member’s speech, I was wondering whether it was born of the 
conviction that this Bill was absolutely essential to the maintenance of 
peace, law and order or not ; and, towards the conclusion of his speech, 
I was convinced that it was not born of thal conviction, but it was born 
of a confidence, which is always there on the Treasury Benches, a con¬ 
fidence that, whatever the result m this House, so far as this Bill is con¬ 
cerned, it will find its way somehow or other into the Statute-book* 
That is why the Honourable the Home Member’s speech was concise, and 
not as detailed as it should have been. When you are proposing a 
measure of this nature, when you are asking for special powers or when 
you are trying to perpetuate special powers, you ought to support it 
with facts and figures : you ought to place before us definite facts and 
figures which might justify your demand. But what do we find ? Not 
one titte, not one shred of argument which is supported by facts and 
figures—only the Honourable Member from Midnaporc who was fitly 
described by Dr. Deshmukh as fhe Mussolini of Midnapore—a nickname 
which might go down in history—^tried to bring up a few facts and 
figures, and they were utterly misleading. They were wrong, as I shall 
have time and opportunity enough to prove later on. They were not 
the facts and figures that we wanted. (OfiScial Laughter.) He who 
laughs last laughs best : do not laugh too soon. What were the facts 
and figures that he brought up ? The facts were only with regard to 
murders— (Official Members : Oh, no.^^)—only murders, and 1 shall 
tell you a tale of murders—do not worry : murders by whom ? By terro¬ 
rists. About 300 of them, heinous, despicable, abhorrent murders, and 
we detest them as much as you do. (Honourable Members : Oh ”.) 
Do not say “ Oh ” : we are sincere, we are honeist ; when we say a thing, 
we mean it. If we did not believe in the creed in which we do, you 
would have heard a different tale. (Cheers from Congress Party 
Benches.) And today India’s fate would have been different. (Hear, 
hear.) You ought to be thankful to the Congress whose policy of non¬ 
violence has checked political assassination and terrorism, and do not 
imagine for a single moment that it is your preventive measures or your 
repressive laws that have gone and controlled the terrorists. It is tjie 
Congress, it is the non-violent creed of the Congress that has prevented 
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and controlled the terrorists. And, talking of murders, Sir, they ought 
to know a few facts and figures from their own reports. Let them just 
refer to their own reports, and they will find that, during one decade, 
beginning from the year 1921 up to the year 1931, there were as many 
murders reported in India as 62,800 and odd, and in how many of these 
cases were convictions obtained ? With all the great paraphernalia 
which they always ask us to finance, with all the police and all the other 
arms that they have in their armoury, what did they do ? In only 17,000 
and some odd cases could they obtain convictions. What happened to 
the 45,000 and odd ? Do you place the murders of poor people. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim) : The Honour¬ 
able Member should addrc.ss the (^hair. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : Do (lovernment. Sir, place iminlers of these 
55,000 and odd peojde on a different basis to the murchu’s of 300 public 
servants, murders that are equally despicable, equally abhorrent / You 
may ask me why these 55,000 cases were not successful. My answer to 
that is. all the attention of the Government is concentrated on nothing 
else, but what they call, political crimes which are merely political 
demonstrations. The [)olice is engaged the wliolo time in tracking down 
innocent political deiuon.strators, and thousands and thousands of people 
are run after by them, while they leave these murders alone ; they leave 
other crimes alone. Let me give the House a more detailed account of 
some of the other crimes which have been coinmitted in India during the 
last (Iceade and what thf\v have done with respect to them. Sir, in 1932, 
as many as 167,939 eases were reported of house trespass, and house break¬ 
ing with intent to commit theft, and how many eoiivictiojis were obtained? 
22.000 convietiojis wer(* obtained. And this tale goes on year after year, 
murders, dacoities, serious offences against person, ordinary theft, and 
so on, and, on an ordinary ealeulation, that I made, I found that as many 
as two million cases weiv left untraced. Dili you then ever come to 
ns. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Law Member) : The Honour¬ 
able Member is not addressing the (,'hair. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : Did Government come to us then and say that the 
ordinary law of the land was insufficient, it was inadequate, and v^hether 
we would strengthen their hands with respect to these murders, whether 
we could not give lliem more powers, even under the ordinary Indian 
Penal Code ? Did they over come to us ? They did not. Thev did not 
pay even a second lliouglit to this. But today, when the Civil Disobe¬ 
dience Movement is not in existence, when this movement is not in pro¬ 
gress, today when they themselves admit that the situation with regard 
to terrorism has improved Iremendonsly,—they themselves admit that 
for a long time there has been no terrorist crime",. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik ; No, no ; T said nothing of the 

sort. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : How many crimes have been committed during the 
lest two yeans ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : During the last five months, .. 
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Sir. M. Asaf Ali : I am asking for two years or for even one year t 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Certainly a dozen murders. 

Mr. M. Aeaf All : How many convictions have been obtained in each 
caue If In how many cases have you been able to trace not merely mur¬ 
ders, but conspirators connected with them 1 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : What is the relevancy i 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : The relevancy is this, that the ordinary law is more 
than enough for your purposes. You cannot restrain murderers by 
passing this measure. Ito you know how revolutionary conspiracies are 
hatched ? There is the gentleman sitting next to .you, Sir Muhammad 
Zafrullah Khan,—I had the honour of working with him in connection 
with the trial of the Delhi conspiracy. He knows something about it. 
Please a^fk him, and he will tell you that these conspirators do not go 
and put up their sign boards in public places and say : “ This is a society 
for committing murtlers ”. These are secret societies. You cannot 
possibly control them by declaring secret associations unlawful, and, 
even if you do, it makes no difference whatever to them. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Address the Chair. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali ; The whole time I liavt* boon adcirossinjj: the Chair, 
and if I face tlie Honourable Member, he ouglil not to feel frightened. 
Ill so far as tin' facts and tigiiros are coneoriiod, I simply want the Gov¬ 
ernment to place before ils the actual facts and figures relating to the 
failure of the Government to obtain convictions in cases of the nature 
witli which the}'' want to deal under this law. This Bill, Sir, is really the 
tabloid form of tin* emergency legislation that has preceded it. 
It is the tabloid form of all the ('Ordinances Avhieh were condemned hi 
this very House, and by noiu* with greater eloqutMic(» than yourself. E 
shall just read orn* passage from your nwn sp{*eeh. Ueferring to these 
Ordinances, you said on one occasion : 

* ‘ I maintain that tho sPO]>e of tho Ordinance is to deprive every one of every 
ustige of right of personal speech, right to liberty, right to property, right to 
nssorijition and ever;y right that a human being may possess, and who is the rndian 
w'itli the least self-respect who can tell the Government : ‘ We have confidence in you, 
and what von have done is right.' la this how you are preparing India for Swaraj, 
for Dominion Status. You have deprived the entire people of their elementary and 
fundamental rights.'’ (Hear, hear.) 

In tlu^se words you described the Ordinances, and the Ordinances were 
then translated into emergency legislation. The emergency legislaiion 
had three years’ run under circumstances which are known to evei’y 
one. And, now, when the emergency legislation is about to expire, they 
come to us asking ns to grant a new lease of life—^not a new lease of life, 
but to grant perpetuity for this Bill. Mr. President, the Honourable 
and Learned Home Member or the gallant Home Member, wdiichever you 
like, in his speech said something which touched my heart, and it must 
touch the heart of every decent Indian. He said, one of the reasons for 
bringing up this legislation at this time was that the present Government 
wanted to oblige their successors. The present Government wanted to 
spare their successors the odium which they might incur if they also 
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flponsored an odious legislation of this kind. I agree with the llonoui- 
able the Home Member that this is an extremely odious, an atrociously 
odious, a scandalously odious piece of legislation. But since he proposes 
to do his successors a good turn, we, as the representatives of his suc¬ 
cessors, may tell him and assure him that we will not be outdone in this 
act of generosity. This mood of expansiveness, this generosity, this 
;solicitude for the future Government of this land is really worthy of 
gratitude, and we can show our gratitude in only one way, and that is, 
to spare the present Government the odium of carrying this measure 
through. We would like to reject this measure here and now so that the 
present Government may be spared that odium. One good turn deserves 
another. That is the only way in which we can oblige them. 

So far as the real objects and reasons for this legislation are con¬ 
cerned, T have got some observations to offer. My first suspicion is, wliicJi 
I was mentioning to another colleague of mine—my first suspicion is 
that probably the present Government is under the impression—1 do 
not know, it may or it may not be so, but F feel that it is so. T suspect 
that they are under the impression that under the new Government of 
India Act, 1035, there is a ])rovision made for concurrent legislation by 
the centre and by the provinces in so far as the existing criminal laws 
are concerned. The actual phra»sing I forget^ I have not got the Act 
with me here, but T believe it is something like this, that in regard to 
criminal laws there will be concurrent jurisdiction. The Central 
Legislature and the Provincial Legislatures will enjoy concurrent juris¬ 
diction only in so far as those criminal laws are conceimed which 
happen to be on the Statute-book at the time of the passage of the Bill. 
If iliat is so, tlien I am absolutely certain that the present Government of 
India feel that under the new Act the Central Legislature will have no 
authority to undertake legislation of this character concurrently with 
the provinces... 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan (Member for Com¬ 
merce and Railways) : That is entirely wrong. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : It may be wrong, I am only stating my suspicion. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; I am giving you 
information. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : The information is very welcome, but T can assure 
you that legal opinion may differ. You are entitled to your opinion and 
I am entitled to mine. We are both lawyers. Probably I have got as 
much right to »say that I am right as yon have to say that yon are right. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : And more. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : I did not say that. If you happen to be a Member 
of Government. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ahdur Rahun) : The ITonoinabb^ 
Member must address the Chair. 

Mr. M. Asaf AR : It was simply because the other Honourable Member 
addressed me directly that I had to answer him directly. 

An Honourable Member ; Paying off old scores ! 
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Mr. M. Asaf Ali ; This is one of the reasons f suspect, but supposing 
that that reason is not right, I was really surprised tW the Honourable 
the Home Member abandoning the printed objects and reasons here, 
which happened to be only three, wandered far and wide and opened a 
new door to an argument and reasoning by bringing in three other 
reasons. In the printed paper I find the following objects and reasons : 

“ The present Act includes— 

(a) provisions ag^ainst certain forms of intimidation, 

(b) provisions against associations dangerous to the public peace, :ind 

(c) provisions to secure greater control over the Pr*'ss/’ 

So, obviously, the object of this legislation is not to crush terrorism, 
—not a word is said about terrorism here,—not 1o crush terrorism, not 
1o crush communalism as was affected by the Honourable the Home 
Member, but only to control the press and to have some provisions to 
crush what they call associations dangerous to the public peace. I have 
already said that, in so far as terrorist organisations are concerned, 
Iherc is not the ghost of a chance of any enactment of this nature ever 
giappling ^^ith that problem. And why do T say so ? The history of 
terrorism is before you. It began in 1903, T should not like to go beyonl 
thar, although it is quite possible for one to go as far back as 1857 and 
trace the whole history upwards, but I shall only confine myself to the 
])eriod beginning wdth 1903. Tt was in 1903 that Barin Ghosh, who 
went from Ahmedabad to Calcutta, to try and establish an association, 
but be failed. By 1905. other associations had sprung up. In 1907, 
we had the first bomb outrage, and then the history of repressive legis¬ 
lation '*oiiimonces. In 1908, the Government passed four or five re¬ 
pressive legislations, among which three happen to be legislations on 
which this Bill is based, namely, Incitement to Offences Act, the 
Seditions Meetings Act, and the 'Criminal Law Amendment Act of 
1908. These three Acts were passed. But did the number of terrorist 
outrages after that dwindle down, or did it continue to mount up ? The 
history of terrorism is rather eloquent in itself. The terrorist outrages 
eontinmd to multiply. By 1910, the Government felt compelled to have 
a Press Act. the Press Act of 1910. Then, by 1911, they wanted more 
and more repressive legislation, and the history of repressive legislation 
goes oil. It is.a melancholy tale, it is a most mournful tale. Year after 
year some legislation was being brought up until in 1919 we had the 
Rowlatt Bills, one of which became the Rowlatt Act which never came 
into operation. Did the terrorist outrages dwindle down in number t 
On the contrary, year after year the terrorist outrages w^ere mounting 
up. 

Then came the Congress movement. The Congress adopted the 
creed of non-violence, and if you then study the history of terrorist 
outrages you will find that the adoption of the creed of non-violence had 
its o^vn effect. They are talking about the inadequacy of ordinary laws. 
They fought down the rising of 1857 without these laws. They fought 
down the Wahabi movement, which was a regular uprising, without 
these laws. They fought down the Thuggee and Kooki movement with¬ 
out these laws. And are they now telling us that the ordinary laws have 
ceased to have any effect f My answer to that would be they are bad 
workmen who are quarrelling with their tools. They do not know how 
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to use them. They do not know the po^’ers under the existing laws, 
that is quite obvious. I shall have an opportunity later on perhaps to 
examine the Bill itself and the provisions of this legislation clause by 
clause and show you how they are futile, or superfluous, or too 
dangerous. They fall into three categories ; either they are superfluous 
because ordinary laws are more than enough, or they are so dangerous 
that we cannot possibly clothe the present executive with these powers, 
and we will never do so. After all, the new Government are coming 
into existence. They will deal ivith these matters tliemselvse when the 
opportunity arises and let not the present Government forget the fact 
that there is a world of difference between the mentality of those wlio 
now adorn the Treasury Benches and the mentality of those who are 
going to adorn the Treasury Benches in the future, because there will 
be no nominated blocks as far as the j)roviiiccs arc concerned at any 
rate and people will depend entirely and absolutely on their electorates, 
people who have been in close association with those who are accused of 
being either agitators or persons who are. in sympathy with certain 
movements which are called subversive. Mr. President, this poor word 
** subversive ” is one of the most over-worked terms employed in this 
House. The word subversive has been before ns for a very long 
time and somehow or other we do not seem to be quite sure vhat it 
really means, beeause the passage of a peaceful political procession 
through a street is a subversive movement. The wearing of khaddar 
becomes a subversive movement. Once I had a most interesting ex- 
j)erience while T happened to be acting as ammin curiae in one of these 
political eases when T had to examine the ('^ity Magistrate of Delhi. He 
said “ Yes, such and such a person is definiPdy guilty under section 16 
of the Criminal Law’ Amendment Act But how V\ “ He was parti¬ 

cipating in activities organised by an unlawful association.’^ ! put this 
question : Suppose the nnbnvful association says ‘‘ keep clean, use soap 
evi'ry day and I go and use soap in obedience to the instruction of that 
unlawful association, w'onld I be guilty of an offence ? ‘‘ Decidedly 

yes ” was the reply. Stipposing the unlawful association says “ pnunot? 
your ow’ii industries, Avear khaddar ” ivould you hold me guilty of that 
offence. The answer was “ Decidedly yes, because you are following I he 
instructions of an unlawful association. These are the directions issued 
by an unlawful association and so long as you ol>ey those directions yvui 
are committing that offence That is the mentality of those who deal 
with these laws. Do the Government want us to clothe tlumi witli these 
po^vers so that they may be abused indiscriminately ? This is nol the 
only illustration. I have got here heaps of literature w’liich 1 could read 
out to you. Perhaps it Avill take me days to read all these instaiuTs of 
the abuse of the law by executive authority. These are tin* bulletins 
•psued by the (Congress from time to time and the interviews which in¬ 
ternational travellers granted to representatives of the people during 
the continuance of the r(*prcssion of the so called subversive movement 
and there are various other reports written not by the Congress but by 
others. If I were to read all of them it would take me weeks together. 
Let me give you a few illustrations of the manner in which these laws 
operate in actual practice. It is all very well to talk of the maintenance 
of law and order. Believe me these Acts have proved in India a 
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veritable Pandora’s Box. All the evils have flowed from them. These 
repressive laws have been at the foundation of most of the movements 
that have come into existence in India. But instead of reading these 
illustrations of the abuse of law and instead of reading these various 
reports, I should like to read to this House the opinion of the Repressive 
Laws and Press Committees, because that would be far more relevant. 
These Committees were constituted in 1921 and considered the various 
enactments which were considered to be objectionable by certain sections 
of the people. Fortunately, at that time. Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru 
happened to occupy the position which the Honourable Sir Nripendra 
Sircar occupies today. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar ; Uo now i^^grets the mistake 
he made. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : Bpforo I read Ihe opinion of those coininittces, T 
should like to read a passage out of the Government comrauniejue which 
gave the opinion of tlie Government of India with regard to the move¬ 
ment which was then in progress. The movement which I am referring 
to was the non-co-operation moveimmt which liad already begun in 1921 
and Inis was the opinion of the Government of India of those days. 
This Resolution is No 4484, dated the 6th November. 1920 : 

** In till* lirsi ])Iace, Ilu*y ((Jovcnimcut) liavi* been roluetsiut to interfere with the 
liberty of speech and freedom of press at a time when India is on the threshold of a 
great advance towards the realisation of the principle of self-government within the 
Kmpire, when indeed the first elections are only in sight.*’ 

Exactly the same situation faces us today. The new cloetions are in 
sight. 

The present Goverinnent do not want the new Government to begin 
with a clean slate. They want to write as much as possible on this slate 
and hand this di.sfigured palimpsest to the new Government and start 
the new Government with this halter round their neck. Is that what 
they want to do ? The Honourable the Home Member said that he 
wanted to save the new Government the odium of sponsoring such a 
legislation, flan the new Government last -4 hours if it resorts to this 
kind of legislation ? It eannot last 24 hours. Therefore they are 
trying to edit the very ground from under their feet and not only that, 
by asking us to be parties to such a legislation, they are eutting the 
ground from under onr feet. What elected Member, I should like to 
ask, would have the courage to be a party to the passage of this 
enactment and then go and face his constituency ? He wilt not be able 
to come back to this As.scmbly or any ’ Legislature, much loss form a 
Government. If the Honourable the Home Member felt that he was 
doing a great good turn to the future entrants and to the future Govern¬ 
ment, I am afraid he was very much mistaken. Or perhaps he was 
rather astute. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I am never astute. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : They (the Government) said further : 

“ In the second place, the Government are at all times reluctant to embark on a 
campaign against individuals some of whom may be actuated by honest, if misgpiided, 
motives. This considertiou is reinforced by the knowledge that the form of prosecu¬ 
tion under the ordinary criminal law ” 
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-and this is what I want the present Government to take note 

of— 

that the form of prosecution under the ordinary criminal law would bo likely to 
give those against whom it might be directed the" opportunity of posing as martyrs 
and might also by evoking false sympathy swell the number of adherents to a cause 
which has in itself no intrinsic merit to commend it to public acceptance/’ 

And what was said of that movement by the Government then may 
be said of communism today. I do not know why we on this side o£ the 
House always accuse the present Government of lack of imagination ! 

I think the Honourable the Home Member evinces a tremendous 
amount of imagination. He indulged his imagination and drew upon 
his imagination a good deal, when he created this mare’s nest of com¬ 
munism. Where is that communism t How many associations are 
there in India today, and in how many centres do you think they can 
possibly strike roots 1 Sir, India is the last place where, for a long 
time to come, communism can strike its roots. The kind of communism 
which now prevails in Indian villages, tliat is, communes (they are not 
villages but they are communes), where people share a common life, 
that is the kind of communism Avhich is acceptable to India today ; 
but the kind of communism to which the Honourable the Home Member 
was referring will take a long time to find a footing, and until that time 
arrives, I do not think there is any need for the present Government to 
bother its head, to worry itself, about its existence. I would like, Sir, 
now to go back to the opinions of these Committees first. Now, Sir, a 
Committee was appointed, I think, in 1921 under the presidentship of 
Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru : and, after having considered the Press Act of 
1910, which was considered an extremely obnoxious measure in those 
days, in spite of the fact that the non-co-operation movement was in 
progress, they came to these conclusions. They said : 

“It is apparent, however, that the main object of the Act ”,—(that ut to sa/y, 
the Press Act of 1910) —was to prevent the rtisscniination of incitement to violence and 
sedition, although the scope of section 4 of the Act is much wider.” 

Then, they said : 

“ The chief questions that have to be examined, in our opinion, are, firstly, 
whether the Act has been effective in preventing the evil against which it was directed. 
Secondly, whether legislation of this character is now necessary for the maintenance 
of law and order ; and, thirdly, whether, on a comparison of the advantages and dis¬ 
advantages which the retention of the Act w^ould involve, its continuance is desirable 
in the public intere.st 

—and they came to the definite conclusion : 

“We vrtay say at the outset that on a careful consideration of those points, we 
are of opinion that the Act should be repealed.” 

Well, it was repealed. Later on, they say ; 

“We 'Ate not, however, satislied that the cessation of such incitements is due 
solely or even mainly to the Act or that in present conditions the ordinary law is not 
adequate to deal with such offences.” 

Sir, this was their opinion. I am not the only one who says that 
the preveiitiou of these incitements to murder, etc., has not been due to 
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the repressive laws. This has been due to other causes. Later on, Sir, 
they said : 

“ Many wiiuesscu indeed are of opinion that the Act is fatal to the growth of a 
healthy spirit of responsibility in the Press and that it deters persons of ability and 
independent character from joining the profession of journalisin. Finally it is main¬ 
tained that the Act places in the hands of the executive govcrnnient arbitrary powers, 
not subject to adequate control by any independent tribunal, which may be used to 
suppress legitimate criticism of (rovennnent find that sueii a law is entirely inconsistent 
with the spirit of the reforms scheme and the gnidual evolution of responsible govern¬ 
ment. There is in our judgment great force 

—mark these words— 

“ There is in our judgment great force in many of these criticisms. We lind, as 
already noted, that the Act has not proved effective in preventing the dissemination 
of sedition and that it is doubtful whether it is necessary to retain it for the purpose 
of preventing incitement to murdei and similar violent crime ; ” 

Now, Sir, there are some provisions here, in so far as the press is 
concerned, which relate to the confiscation of presses, the forfeiture of 
sccuvities, and so on,—and this is the opinion which that Committee 
formed at the time : 

“ \Vc have also considered the question of vesting Courts of .Justice with power 
to confiscate a Press, if the keeper is convicted for the second time of disseminating 
sedition. Although section 517 of the Criminal Procedure Code affords some faint 
authority for the enactment of such a provision in the law, we feel that it would 
operate ine<juitably, particularly in the case of large and valuable presses used not 
only for the printing of a particular paper hut also for other miscellaneous 
work. 

'riiis wa.s with respect to the press law of the lime. 1 think I can 
quote at some length portions of the opinion of thi.s Committee which 
we ought to consider while we are considering this particular Bill. 
Now, Sir, in the same year there was what was called the Repressive 
Laws Committee and this is what that Committee put on record in the 
year 1921, I repeat when the non-co-operation movemeur was in its full 
swing ; 

“ Wo also appreciate the fact that the use of the ordinary law may in some 
cases advertise the very evil which the trial is designed to ]»iinish. It is undesirable 
that any Statutes should remain in force which are regarded with deep and genuine 
disapproval by a majority of the Members of the Legislatures. The harm created by 
the reteutioii of arbitrary powers of imprisonment by the Executive may, ns history 
has shown, be greater even than the evil which such powers an* directed to remedy. 
The retention of these Acts could in any case only be defended if it was proved, 
that they >vere in present circumstauees essential to tlie maiiitenanee of law and order. 
As it has not been found necessary to resort in the past to these nieasiires save in 
c.ases of grave emergency, we .advocate their immediate repeal." 

The result was that the Seditious Meetings Act went, by the board, 
it wa.s rep(!aled. The Incitements to Offences Act was repealed. The 
Press Act went by the board ; and not only that, even the Criminal 
Law Amendment Act, 1908, was retained only in so far as the second 
part WHS concerned, and the first part was repealed. Now, this was at 
a time wdien a grave emergency existed,—this was at a time 
when, T believe, it was Lord Lloyd, Sir, who happened then to be 
the Governor of Bombay, who said that these people (the Congress) came 
within an aec of success—believe it was Lord Lloyd Yes, 

yes ’’)— well, it was at that time that all these repressive laws were 
repealed : and, today, when no emergency exists of any description 
W'hatsocver, yon ask us to clothe you with this amazing authority ! 
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A-Vhere, Sir, is the necessity f Terrorism, I have already told you, cannot pos¬ 
sibly be controlled by this Act. Communism does not exist; it is not a present 
danger. Now remains communalism. Yes, that is a danger at the 
time. I am in entire agreement with the Honourable the Home Member 
when he says that the communal tension today is much greater than it 
has ever l)een before. 1 think he said that during the 4U years of his 
service he had not known communal tension worse than it happens 
to be today. 1 believe he used words to that effect and I am in entire 
agreement with him. But may I ask the Honourable the Home Member 
and tJie (loven'ment which he represents : Who is the author of this 
communalism ? Is it or it it not a fact that in 1900 Lord Minto sent for 
the Nawab of Dacca and all those gentlemen who happened to be 
members of a deputation and before doing so, he had already beeti in 
communication with Lord Morley who happened to be the Secretary 
of Stale for India at that time. It is recorded in the letters of Lord 
Morley who wrote back to Lord Minto and said : What is this new 
hare that yon are starting 1 I believe he used wor»is to that effect. 
And what was the new hare V The new hare w'as separatism. Until 
that time India had not known separate elections and it was in 15109 
for f he first lime that they came into existence. From that day onwards 
communalism has been the bane of India. I beg my Mussulman friends 
to forgive nic and I am not suggesting for a single second that they 
should or should not ask for separate electorates. I am not suggesting 
anything of the kind. But my answer to the Honourable the Home 
Member is : If by communalism Government means the demand of 
certain eommunitios for jobs and the demand of certain communities 
for seats, then the Government has killed communalism by giving the 
jobs they wiinfcd and the seats they wanted. I shojdd like to know 
why any communalism should be there now ? If the answer of the 
Government of India is that they cannot control the Frankenstein 
which they tliem.selves once created, then I would ask them to leave it 
to ns. Lei us come and occupy the seats which you are occupying now', 
and w'c shall deal with the Frankenstein and lay it to its eternal rest. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : You have had several tries at it. 

Vb, M. Asaf Ali t I shall take up that challenge. Yes, we made 
several desperate tries and honourable efforts and what was the result f 
Every time some new hare was started by you. What did we not do 
at the Unity Conference of Allahabad and Lucknow' ? For weeks we 
were sitting together and we nearly solved our problems when W’ithin a 
w’eek of the solution of that problem—I should not like now' to give out 
the names —I had the honour and privilege of meeting one of the 
Members of Government w'ho happened to be a Member of Government 
at the time. At any rate, he was in agreement with the solution which 
we had arrived at and within the next week what did we find A 
message was received from London and that was more than enough to 
frustrate our efforts and the whole thing went by the board. 

Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon (Sind ; Muhammadan Rural) : To w'hich 
communal settlements are you referring ? 

w you happened to he attending the 

Rounu 1 able (.‘Onferences in London when we were making our efforts 
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At any rate, you did not happen to be in India at the time. Perhaps 
you were in Ottawa. Anyway, these developments were being watched 
"by those who were at the Round Tablci Conference and we have been 
aiithoritativeJy informed that our deliberations and the conclusions at 
which we arrived had a good deal to do with some of the conclusujiis 
which were arrived at at the Round Table Confereuc;. This is wliai I 
was told : I do not know how far it is true. I am not in the know of 
things. Those who attended the Round Table Conferences must know 
about it. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Attended by whom 1 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : 1 believe you were at the Round Table Conference 
at the time. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : No : I did not attend the 
Seeoncl Roiiiul Table (.^mfereiiee. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : At any rate, my simple and straightforward pro- 
])osition is this. You created this monster : you creaied this Franken¬ 
stein ; \on caiiiK^t control it today and you have confes.sed your in¬ 
ability. We will not grant you any power to deal with it now because 
there is the or(linar 3 ' law. If you cannot control it, we will do that 
wlieii wi? come to occupy yonr places and I can assure you that the 
ordinary law will be more than enough for our purposes and we shall 
deal with this monster as well as any other monster that may arise 
liereaftei* all right. 

In >0 far as the question of presses is concerned, 1 think in the 
hegiiiniiig I made a reference to the Member from Miduapore who 
quoted tvroiig figures. I believe he told this House that there were as 
inan.v as 4 tiuoisand and odd presses in India. That is perfectly correct. 
Hut there are not as man^' newspapers. There are only 1,282 newspapers 
in Imlia inchidiiig daily journals. 

The Honourable; Sir Henry Craik : There are over 4,000 newspapers. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : Then I shall stand corrected. I should like to 
know the Government’s figures. 1 am only quoting from this book 
(“ Time’s Indian Year Book ”), which, I believe, is well-known to 
everybody. It says that there are 4,509 presses and 1,282 newspapers. 
Gut of these 1.282 newspapers, 448 have been dealt with by you and 
all these 448 have emsed publication. That means that "praetically 
oO per cent, of the newspapers of the country have ceased to exist on 
aeeounl of the inequitable, unjust and tyrannical op*»ration of the law. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : The Honourable Member’s 
figures are quite wrong. The total number of newspapers according to 
my figures is 4,630. 

^ Some Honourable Members : That figure includes newspapers and 
periodi'*nls. 

m. M Asaf Ali : I am talking only of the newapapera and T am 
i|noting from « well-known book of reference—the Indian Year Book 
of the Times of India. I can assure you that it is not a Congiress book ; 
we have not published these figures. There are not more than 1,282 
newspapers in India ; there may be more periodicals. 
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The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : But they are subjeut to the 
same law. 

Mr, M. Asaf Ali : You know what class of press and what class 
of journals you want to get at. You have been getting at nothing else 
but newspapers. I can read out the entire list of those papers which 
have ceased publication, dailic.s and weeklies. 

Well, Sir, in so far as as special legislation is concerned, and in so 
so far as special powers are concei'ned, I should like to put a few 
principles on record by which they ought to be judged before any 
Legislature can possibly agree to clothe the executive with special 
powers. The fijst of these principles should be that the special powers 
asked for must cover certain conditions existing in the country. The 
Honourable the Home Member made certain nebulous, general and 
vague assiM'tions but he did not prove the existence of the conditions 
which require an enactment of this nature. Special powers must be 
proved to be absolutely necessary because the ordinary law has failed. 

I have already shown that there Ls nothing whatsoever before the 
lIou.se to lead us to think that the ordinary law of the country has 
failed to attack the kind of evil which is intended to be controlled, 
arre.sted and extinguished by this legislation. On the contrary, we 
find that so far as terrorism is concerned. Government admit that there 
has been an improvonient in the situation. In so far ns Communism 
is concerned, Government have put forward no case whatsoever. 
Special powers must have the fullest sanction of the people and should 
not be assumed in deliberate opposition to the will of the people. T 
feel. Sir, I am perfectly right when I assert that the bulk of the country 
is dead opposed to any legislation of tliis nature as is fairly clear from 
the altitude of Honourable Members of this Homs.*. Various Honour¬ 
able Mt'mliers have spoken from both sides of the Hon-sc and you 
know. Sir, that the majority of the elect*d Members of the lIou.se has 
already .spoken against the Bill which shows that public opinion, at 
any rate, is not with the Government. Repressive law’s have never 
achieved their object. I have already told this to the Hou.se. The 
history of terrorism on the one hand and th*> history of the ortliiuiry 
non-violent national .struggle on the other is absoUiUdy sufficient to 
jn-ovc this assertion, namely, that repressive laws have never crushed 
any of those tilings. Have you forgotten the history of various other 
countries ? Did not the British Government enact a Prevention of 
Crimes Act in 1882 and again in 1888 for Irelaiul. What was the 
result of it ? The result of it was that not very long ago, Ireland 
became a Free State and the British King had to issue a Proclamation 
by which he conveiu'd a (’oiistitueut Assembly which Con.stitiu>nt 
Assembly .settled the constitution for Ireland. If repressiv*; laws could 
control the national destinies of people, then Irel.iu-1 ought to have 
been today as much a subject nation as India happens to have the 
misfortune of being today. Repressive laws caaso resentment and 
agitation and tempt the people to disobedience and generally drive the 
iu(i\ement underground. That tliey eau.se resentment you caniioi 
fleuy. So far as the Civil Disobedience Movement is concerned, it is 
not a suIiA ersive movement. It can never be called a subver.sivo move¬ 
ment. r am prepared to join ksue with any constitutionalist anywher** 
and assert that civil disobedience is a perfectly constitutional movettient. 
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It is merely a political demonstration because the Government happen 
to be absolutely irremovable. We cannot turn the Government out of 
power. We cannot control their legislation. What else are we to 
do in this House 1 Will the Government kindly change ])laces with us 
and let us Ihon see what they will do under similar circiunstances ? 
Supposing we formed an irremovable Governineni. Supposing 
we made laws to control their destinies which they cannot 
possibly inllucnce in any way. What would they do under such circum¬ 
stances ? Would they or would they not civilly disobey the laws ? 

I think every Britisher would be the first to say, “ I am not going to 
obey laws of this nature ”, Therefore in so far as Civil Disobedience 
is concerned, it is a perfectly constitutional movem-*nt, but 1 admit 
that revolutionary movements are different. I also wanted to say that 
reftj-os.sive laws ahvays put a premium on inefficien<!y among both the 
magistracy as well as the police. Why t Because th.* attention of 
the police is focussed upon, and their attention is diverted to political 
offences and they let the ordinary offender alone. The result is in¬ 
efficiency in administration. All ordinary criminals go scot-free, where¬ 
as the political demonstrators arc tracked down as criininals. Sir, I 
know that there are other better and abler speakers, rather I should 
say there are able speakers, for I do not claim any ability, who will 
later on speak on this motion and so I do not wish to take up the time 
of the House. I shall address only one word to the elected Members of 
this House. Til so far as the Government arc concerned, their mind is 
made up and those who .support the Government are not likely to be 
inflneneed by any arguments that may be addressed to them hero. So, 
it is absolutely uuuece.ssary for me to address them, for their minds 
are up. To tlie elecled Members, I should just like to address one 
word. If the elected Members desire to go back to their constituents 
some day, then they ought to remember that the atrocious nature of 
this enactment will not easily be forgotten by their eonstitnonts. The 
country will not forget their actions whatever they may be and they 
have to think a hundred times before they cast their votes for the 
consideration of this measure ; for to vote for the consideration of this 
Bill means that you accept the principle of the Bill. If the elected 
.Alembers are going to be a party to the acceptance of the principle of 
the Bill let tliem remember that they will have to go back to their 
constituents. I need not paint a gloomier picture than that of one of 
the ex-Prosidents of this very Ilouse who happened to be occupying a 
.'••oat in one of the Boxes the other day. In so far as he was concerned, 
it wa.s only the Ottawa Pact that made him lose his seat in this Ilouse. 

Mr. President (The Honourabh'< Sir Abdur Bahim ) ; The Honour¬ 
able Member ought not to discuss personalities here. 

Mr. M. Asftf All : I have named none. 1 am only just reminding 
the elected Members of the fate which awaits those tvho betray the 
country. (Cheers.) 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday, 
the 10th September, 1985. 
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LE(HSLAT1VK ASSFJMBLY. 

Tuesday, lOtk September, 1935. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr. President (.The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Personnel and other Details of the Delimitation Commission. 

228. '^Ml. 8.' Satyamiuti : Will Government be pleased to stale : 

(a) whether any correspondence was going on between the Secre¬ 
tary of State and the Government of India regarding the 
'personnel and other details of the Delimitation Commission ; 

(/>) witeii (hat Commission will bo sent out to India, and what the 
scope of its work will be ; and 

(c) whether this House will be consulted in this matter at any stage, 
and if not, why not f 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : (a) and ib). 1 invite the 
Honourable Mfinher's attention to the communique of the 31st July 
announcing th.! personnel, terms of reference, etc., of the Indian Deli¬ 
mitation C^nnmittee. The Committee is expected to begin its work 
at the end of September. 

(c.l The Government of India propose to give the Indian Legis¬ 
lature, in due course, an opportunity of commenting on Federal matters 
I'ovei'oj by the report of the Delimitation Committee before framing their 
reconnnendaliont. to Ilis Majesty’s Government. 

Mr. 8. Satyamprti: In view of the fact that the Federal Legisla¬ 
ture, i.e., the lower House will be composed of represeutiiti\ cs indirectly 
elected by the Provincial Legislatures, will Government give this House 
an ojiportunity, at a suitable date, of pronouncing upon the provincial 
franchise as well T 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : At the present moment, I 
cannot give an assurance, but I can undertake lo convey this request 
to Government. 

Mr. 8. Satyamnrti : May I know if Government’s attention has been 
drawn to a proposal, specially in Madras, for the single transferable 
vote in ,ioint electorates which return harijau candidates, and do they 
not consider that that goes against the spirit, if not the letter, of the 
Poona Pact, to which His Majesty’s Government is a party t. 

( 687 ) 
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The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I am ijorry that I did not 
know that 1 shall have to answer this question today in a particular 
matter relating to Madras, and I am afraid I cannot answer it. 

BIr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government send for the papers and con¬ 
sider this vrry important question that a proposal of the Provincial 
Franchise CJommittee accepted by the Provincial Government goes 
right in the teeth of the Poona Pact f 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : We are quite prepared to 
consider iho objection which has fallen from my Honourable friend. 

Prof. N. G. Bimga : When the proposals of the Provincial Delimita¬ 
tion Comiiiiltees are sent to the Government of India, will the Govern¬ 
ment of India try to consult the Indian Delimitation Commission also 
about their views in regard to those recommendations t 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra SSrcar : I have said in answer to a 
supplementary question from my Honourable friend, Mr. Satyamurti. 
that I am not prepared to give any guarantee or undertaking, but I am 
prepared to carry this to Government for consideration. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know if Government’s alientioii has been 
drawn to the proposal of the Provincial Franchise Committee in Madras 
and accepted by the Madras Government that tens of thousands of 
graduates who now enjoy the franchise should be deprived of the 
franchise for the University seat in the Provincial Assembly, and whether 
Government propose to consider this matter ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I have already said that I 
shall see that they consider the matter. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettior : Is it the policy of Government 
to have a uniform system of franchise throughout the country or to 
have separale systems of franchise for each province ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I cannot make any pronounce, 
ment on Government’s policy and I do not know that there is a definite 
policy in this matter. It must wait until the publication of the report of 
the Dcliinitalioi: Commission and discussion in this House. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Is it the policy of Government to extend or 
restrict the existing franchise as a whole ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I think it is fairly clear 
from what has happened before that the idea is to extend and not to 
restrict. 

BSr. P. E. James : Is the Honourable Member aware that in Madras 
the represenlaiives of the party to which my Iloiiourablo friend, 
Mr. Satyamurti, belongs, though invited, declined to serve on the 
Delimitation Committee ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I was not particularly 
aware of that, but I am prepared to take it from my Honourable friend 
as correct. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Are Government aware that the Committee 
was packed Avith representatives of the reactionary party and we 
would be in a hopeless minority f 



QUBSHONS AND ANSWBB8. 


689 


The Houourable Sir Nripendra Sirear: 1 absolutely repudiate that 
suggestion. 

Amsndmbnts or the Government or India Bill in the House or Commons 

REQABDINO THE PbINCBS AND THE FEDERATION. 

229. ’■‘Mr. S. Satsramnrti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether, with regard to the amendments of the Government of 

India Bill in the House of Commons, regarding the Princes 
and the Federation, they were eonsulted by the Secretary of 
State ; 

(b) if so, what the advice was which they gave ; and 

(c) if, apart from consultation, they made any representations in 

this matter to His Majesty’s Government t 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar ; With the permission of the 
President, I would like to answer parts (o), (b) and (c) of the question 
as a whole. 

The Government of India were consulted by the Secretary of State 
on the amendments referred to by the Honourable Member, but I regret 
that I am not in a position to disclose the contents of the confidential 
correspondence. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know, if the reasoti for Government’s 
refusal is that public interests will be affected t 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : My Honourable friend has 
for once correctly anticipated the formal answer. That is the answer. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; With regard to clause (o), may I know. if. 
apart from the reply to the consultation, they made any further rei)re- 
sentations to Government ? 

The Houourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I believe that is part of 
the confidential correspondence, and I regret I cannot disclose it. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Are Government aware that Mr. Monckton is 
reiiorted to have made some promises to the States Ministers’ Con¬ 
ference at Bombay last week, and are Government aware if he is given 
any authority by the Secretary of State for India to negotiate directly 
or indirectly on behalf of His Maje.sty’s Government t 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I am not aware of any such 
thing. 


Discrimination against Indians by the Kenya Government. 

230. *Bir. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether their attention has been drawn to the telegram from 
the Free Press of India, dated the 25th May, 1935, regard¬ 
ing Kenya Government discriminating against Indians ; 

(h) if the facts stoted therein are true ; and 

(c) if so, whether Government propose to take any steps to protect 
legitimate Indian interests.? 

Sir Oif jft Shankar Bajpal : (a) Yes. 

lilSSliAD a2 
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{b) Not to the kuowled^fe of the Government of India. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mir. S. Satyasiiirti: Did Government make any inquiry after the 
receipt of this question f 


Sir Qirja tjttm-wlciw Bajpai : Government perused with great care 
the cutting whicli my Honourable friend sent, and it is so completely 
fall of misstatements that it really was not worth while making any 
inquiries. For instance, 1 will just read out a bit : 

It is understood th<at tho whole scries of cotton markets established over cotton 
producing areas where cotton passes, etc.'' 


Practically no cotton is produced in Kenya. The gentleman must 
have been thinking of Uganda. 


KNqUlBY INTO THE PRODUCTION AND TbADE OP RiC'E JN THE MaDJRAS 

Presidency. 

231. * Mr 8. Sa^ramurti ; Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether their attention has been drawn to the Report of hlr. 
C. B. Srinivasan, Special Officer, appointed by the Madras 
Government, to enquire into the production and trade of rice 
in the Presidency, especially the recommendation in favour 
of a reduction of railway freight for transporting rice and 
paddy from producing centres to different coiuiuniing centres 
in the province ; and 

(ft) whether they propose to take any steps in tho matter, and if 
not, why not ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai: (a) Yes. 

(b) As I'egards (t) of the recommendations .summari-sed at the end 
of the report, the Honourable Member’s attention is invited to the 
provisions of the Indian Tariff (Amendment) Act, 1933. It is under¬ 
stood that the Government of Madras have been in touch with Railway 
administrations concerned, as a result of which freights in certain cases 
have been reduced. The rest of the recommendations concern the Local 
Qo\ ernment exclusively. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know, in somewhat more detail, in how 
many cases approximately and for what distances this freight for trans¬ 
porting rice and paddy from producing centres to consuming centres 
has been reduced f 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai; All that I know at the moment is that 
the actual reductions have reached as much as 16 per cent, in certain 
cases ; but, if my Honourable friend wants details of the kind he men¬ 
tioned just now, t shall endeavour to obtain them and place them at his 

disposal. 

ftof. N. O. Banga: Is the Honourable Member aware of the fact 
that, in as many as 12 districts of the Madras Presidency and in the 
Andhra districts, no steps till now have been taken hy the railway 

authorities to reduce the railway freights for the tranwort of paddy 
and rice f -r ft 
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Bir Oirji^ f^^i^wicu.r Bajpai: I am prepared to examine the informa¬ 
tion which my Honourable friend has furnished. 

Prof. N. Q. Banga : Have Qovemment received any communica¬ 
tion from the Andhra Chamber of Commerce with a request that these 
freights should be reduced as far as these articles are concerned in the 
Andhra districts t 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : I could not really answer that question, 
because it concerns the Railway Board : I can say that 1 made inquiries 
from my Honourable friend, Mr. Ran, and he docs not remember to 
hav j seen any siieh representation. 

Prof. N. G. Banga : Have the Government of Madras sent any com¬ 
munication to the Government of India t 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : No, the Government of Madras have 
sent no communication to the Government of India. 

Application in’ a System of Control over Imports by the Japanese Trade 

Coi;ncil. 

23*2. "^Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether their attention has been drawn to the action of the 

Japanese Trade Couneil, who have decided to apply a system 
of control over imports, and to introduce safeguarding 
♦ueasures against countries which impose severe restrictions on 
Japanese imports ; 

(b) whether they have coiusidered the effect of this on India’s trade 

with Japan ; and 

(c) what steps, if any. Government propose to take in the matter t 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafmllah Khan : (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) and (c). Trade relations between India and Japan are governed 
by the Indo-Japanese Trade Convention and Protocol, and the Govern¬ 
ment of India have no reason to believe that the Government of Japan 
hav<' any intention of discriminating against Indian imports to Japan in 
contravention of the e.xisting agreement between the two countries. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Has there been any correspondence between this 
floiernment and the Government of Japan in this matter! 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafmllah Khan : No, no occasion 
has arisen for any correspondence so far. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Have Government made any inquiries after the 
I’eceipt of this question ! 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : There was no 
need to make any inquiries, because, as I have said, no portion of this 
agreement has been contravened. 

Kr, 8. Satyamurti: When is this trade convention due for revision 
next T 

The Honourable Sir Mn ■ Mnnuid Zafirullah Khan : I cannot say 
whether it is due for revisitm or not, but it continues in force till the 
spring of 1937. 
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Prof. N. Q. Banga : Is there any Indian Trade Commissioner in 
Japan f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : No. 

Prof, N, O. Banga : If there is no Trade Commissioner there, how 
and through what channel do the Government of India try to ascertain the 
policies and intentions of the Government of Japan t 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : I have said 
nothing with regard to the intentions of the Government of Japan except 
this, that we have not found there are any reasons to consider that they 
will in any way try to contravene the agreement already arrived at 
oetween us : but there are several channels, apart from trade commis¬ 
sioners—publications, declarations, statements of policy, correspondence, 
and so on. 

Prof. N. G. Banga : Is there any agent at all of the Government of 
India in Japan who can try and ascertain the facts there. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : There is no trade 
agent in Japan. 

Prof. N. O. Banga : Do Government propose to appoint one now t 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : That matter is 
l)eing considered. 

Restric'hon of Indian Imports into Roumania, Italy and Germany. 

233. ’^Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to states . 

(a) whether they have taken any steps wth regard to the restric¬ 

tion of Indian imports into Roumania, Italy and Germany ; 

(b) whether they have investigated the matter ; and 

(c) what their conclusions in the matter are ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : The Honourable 
Member is referred to the replies given by me to Mr. T. JS. Avinashilingam 
Chettiar\s starred question No. 5 on the 2nd September, 1935, and the 
supplementarie.s thereto and to parts (b) and (r) of his own starred ques¬ 
tion No. 209. 

Mr, S. Satyamurti : I am asking only with regard to Germany : 
what is the position with regard to the trade of this country with 
Germany ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Kha n : What is exactly 
meant by “ position ? In reply to supplementaries, I explained the 
position : but if the Honourable Member will explain what he means by 
‘‘ position T will be able to tell him. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: Is there any restriction on Indian imports into 
Germany ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : Yes, as part of 

the general restrictions imposed by Germany with regard to imports from 
all countries. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; The Chair 
thinks the matter was explained the other day. 
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Mr. 8. Satyamurti: Have Government made any representations to 
the Government of Germany, with regard to these restrictions on imports 
from India into that country ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafmllah Khan : Not yet. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti: Wliy not f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafmllah Khan : Government have 
the matter under consideration : they are getting all the information 
I'elevant to this question and are considering what action is neces¬ 
sary. 


Results of the Ottawa Trade Acrbement. 

234. *B(D:. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state ; 

(а) whether the examination of the results of the Ottawa Pact are 

complete ; 

(б) when they will be place<l before this House ; and 

(c) whether this House will be given an early opportunity to 
consider the matter and give its opinion on it 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafmllah Khan : (a) Yes, up to 
the end of the Fiscal Year 1934-35. 

(i) The Report for that year will be laid on the table of the House 
at an early date. 

(r) The IIou.sf> will be afforded an opport»inity of discussing the 
results of the Ottawa Trade Agreement in the next Budget Be.5sion. 

Inconvenience cai'.sed to Indian Pas.sf,noers on account of Eurofean 
Soldiers travellino in Ordinary Second Ciass Compartments. 

235. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleaseil to state : 

(o) whether their attention has been drawn to the fact that 
great inconvenience is caused to the Indian passengers on 
account of European soldiers travelling in ordinary second 
class compartments ; 

(i») whether Government propose to make other arrangements and 
thereby minimise the inconvenience caused to Indian pas¬ 
sengers ; and 

(c) whether arrangements will be made to transport soldiers in 
separate comjiartments reserved for them t 

Mr. P. B. Ban : (a) Occasional complaints have been received. 

(6) Government have no reason to think that a reference to the 
railway staff in the case of a genuine complaint will not set matters 
right. 

(c) No. The arrangement suggested would result in a waste of 
aeeommodation. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : May I know whether the Honourable Member’s 
attention has been drawn to recent occurrences—^I need not give the 
details—and will Government consider the desirability, in the interests of 
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Indian passengers, of reserving carriages for these European soldiers 
and charging the Array Departraent for the entire cost of transporting 
them ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : The position is 
that if there is a small number of British soldiers travelling, it would, as 
has been explained in the answer, amount to waste of accommodation to 
x'eserve compartments for them, wdien there is not a full complement of 
passengers to occupy these compartments, let alone the reservation of 
carriages for a small number of British soldiers. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know whether the Honourable the Com¬ 
merce Member has considered, in the light of recent events, the 
great iiicoiiveuieiiee and discomfort likely to be caused to Indian pafc,- 
sengers by these European soldiers, especially when they are travelling 
without any superior in command ? 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : What is the insinuation f 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : The insinuation is that they behave like 
brutes. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : I cannot under¬ 
stand the inconvenience likely to be caused : as the Financial Commis¬ 
sioner has explained in reply to the question, occasional complaints liavt* 
been received, and Government has no reason to think that a reference 
to the station authorities would not .set matters right. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Are Government aware that in Bareilly Station, 
when British soldiers left their baggage there and the clerks asked them 
for money, they were assaulted by these soldiers f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : I am not aware 
of that. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Of course, you are not. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : Are Government aware of the fact that thinl 
class passengers also experience gr<‘at inconvenience because of these 
sepoys and soldiers travelling third cla.ss in their compartments 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : No : 1 am not 

aware what kind of inconvenience is being referred to. 


Indianisation of the Government op India Secretariat. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : I tiow jmt my supplementaries on question 
No. 207. May I ask the Honourable the Home Member what is the 
reason for this slow progress in the ludianlsation of the Secretariat in 
the Government of India / 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I do not think the progress is 
particularly slow. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Why is it slow, particularly or otherwise, in 
view of the fact that in the Preamble, to which my attention has been 
drawn, which stands unrepealed, the increasing association of T ndlft rn* 
was declared in 1919,—16 years ago now 1 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : The association is steadily 

increasing. 
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Hr. 8. Satyanmrti : May 1 know whether there are any Depart¬ 
ments in which there is discrimination against Indians—say, the Home and 
Finance Departments T 

The Qononrable Sir Henry Oraik : No : there is no discrimination 
against Indians in either Department. 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : The Honourable Member from 
Madras has reason to know that that is not true. 

Hr. S. Satyamurti : I shall not discuss that on the floor of the 
House : I clioose to respect confidences : the Honoiirable the Finance 
Member does not. Therefore, I will not pursue that matter. But I will 
ask the Honourable the Home Member whether Government are on the 
whole satisfied with the results of these Indians being recruited to the 
Secretariat T 

nie Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : My own experience is com¬ 
paratively limited ; but I do know this, that at least on one occasion since 
I assumed office I have triefl to get an Indian, bnt no Local Government 
was in a position to spare the services of a .suitable Indian. 

.4i<lboed Impersonation and MAiiPBAcncES employed in Elections to the 
Le(H8i.ature8 and Looal Bodies. 

2:16 ’’''Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) lias the attention of Government 
been drawn to a number of articles appearing in the Sind Observer, dated 
the 14tli May, 1935, referring to impersonation and other glaring mal¬ 
practices employed in elections to the legislatures and local bodies t 

(6) What steps do Government propose to take by way of amend¬ 
ment of law and rules in connection therewith for better preparation of 
the electoral rules and checkmating impersonations T 

(c) Do Government propose to amend the law, making offences of 
impersonations cognizable and triable siimm,arily 7 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : (a) The Government of India 
li.ive perused the articles referred to. 

(6) and (c). The Government of India are in consultation with Local 
Governments as to whether a more effective procedure is desirable to check 
impersonation at elections. 

Hr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know if the Honourable Member 
knows that the Karachi Municipality have started a system by which 
identification marks of voters are taken down and that prevents impersona¬ 
tion : will the Honourable Member consider that system 7 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I was not aware of that : I dare 
»Hy, it is a very good idea. 

Prof. N. 9* Hanga : Is the Honourable Member aware of the fact 
that this evil of impersonation and sometimes glaring impersonation is 
widely prevalent in the Madras Presidency also 7 

The Honoun^ble fHr Henry Oraik : I believe it prevails in all pro¬ 
vinces. 

Prof. N. 0: Baaga: Will Ck>vemment try to take steps to see that 
fnles are suitably amended to prevent this all over India 7 
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The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I have alreadj' aaid that we urv 
in consultation with Local Governments to consider whether more effective 
procedure can be devised. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : The Honourable Member may have no idea 
as to what the Karachi Slunicipality has done ; but I am givitiff the idea 
to the Honourable Member : will he kindly look into it when some improve¬ 
ment is going to be made ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : Yes : if the Honourable Member 
will give me the facts, I will certainly look into it. 

Ahendmjbnt op the Indian Medical Council Act. 

237. -'"Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Will Oovernment be plea.^ed to 
state if they have received a copy of the resolution passed by the 27th 
Annual Conference of the All-India Medical Licentiates Association, 
urging ui>on Government to amend the Indian Medical Council Act so 
as to include the Indian Medical Licentiates within the scope of the 
Act f 

(b) If so, what steps do Government propose to take in the matter f 

(c) Have Government reconsidered the desirability of amending the 
Act to the aforesaid scope, since the passing of the Act f If so, in what 
way and with what result t 

(d) Were any reports called for on the subject while considering the 
question after the passing of the Act ? If so, will Government be pleased 
to place those papers on the table ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) Yes. 

(b), (c) and (d). 1 would invite the Honourable Member’s atten¬ 
tion to the di.scu.ssion.s that took place in this House in February and 
September. 1033, on the Indian Medical roiineil Hill, now the Indian 
Mc^cal (’ouncil Act. Government s position in regard to licentiates was 
fully explained then. Xo reports were called for from Local Govern¬ 
ments nor have any been submitted by them .since the Act was passed. 
In the opinion of the Government of India no extension of its scope in the 
manner .suggested by the Honourable Member is called for. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Is it not a fact, Sir, that in those dis¬ 
cussions it was given out that the reports w^ould be sent for and the ques¬ 
tion whether the scope would be extended to the licentiates also would 
be con.sidered hereafter f Have Government con.sidered it f 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Sir, I made it perfectly clear, then, 
because I made the statement on behalf of the Government on that 
occasion, that, as a result of pressure brought upon Government by the 
House, we had consulted the Local Governments, and they were not in 
favour either of the preliminary inquiry or of any additional inquiry of 
the nature suggested by the Honourable Member. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May T know from the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber whether, now that the Act i.s in operation, Government will inquire 
from the medical licentiates and other bodies and alao from the I^al 
Governments to reconsider that qnestkm T 
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Sir Qirja Shankar Bajpal : Sir, the operation of the Act by its very 
terms being limited to medical graduates has no effect upon medical 
licentiates. 

Fees demanded by the Civil Surgeon, New Delhi, during Hospital 

Houm. 

238. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state if the Civil Surgeon in charge of New Delhi Municipal Hospital 
(Williiigdon Hospital) is entitled to charge fees for examina¬ 
tion of patients in the hospital during the hospital working hours t If 
so, liow much and under what rule or order of the Municipality or of 
(loverruncnt f 

(b) Is it a fact that in other hospitals in India, the medical officers 
are permitted to charge a particular fee for examination only when they 
examine iirivate patients in their private quarters during their leisure 
hours ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Civil Surgeon at the New Delhi Hospital 
charges out-patients, who are not first class Government officers, for 
examination only in the hospital during hospital hours ? If so, how 
much anti iimlcr whose orders ? 

{dj Are Guveriimem aware that, in the event the Civil Surgeon, 
whose services are loaned by the Government to the Municipal Hospital 
at New Delhi, tloes make a cliargo on all non-first class Government 
officers and private residents of N>w Delhi for mere consultation in the 
hospital during consultation hours, it becomes impossible for such of 
those that cannot afford to pay the fee demanded by the Civil Surgeon 
to obtain expert advice t 

(c) Are Government aware that in Great Britain, where most of 
flic hospitals are maintained niit of voluntary contributions, any person 
is permitted to obtain expert advice even from Honorary Physicians and 
Surgeons during their c<»nsiilting hours in the hospital on the payment, 
if not entirely free, of a very small fee to the hospital and not to the 
physicians and surgeons i If so. how is the CiNil ISurgeoii, New Delhi, 
justified in demanding foes for consultation during hospital hours from 
nut-patients T 

if) Do Government propose to find out how long and in how many 
^?^lNe.s the Civil Surgeon at the Municipal Ilospitel in New Delhi has 
received fees from out-patients for examining them during hospital hours, 
and do G<»vernDient propose to make him refund the amounts so received 
to the particular patients f If not, why not ? 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : (a) (c), (d) and (/). The Honourable 
Member’s question presumably refers to the practice in respect of out- 
l>atient8. The position in New Delhi in regard to such patients is that, 
unless they are officials entitled to the services of the Civil Surgewm, they 
have to see the senior Assistant Surgeon who is in charge of the out¬ 
patients’ department. The Assistant Surgeon may consult the Civil 
burgeon when necessary. If a non-official, who is not entitled to the Civil 
burgeon’s service and who is in a position to pay a fee, insists on seeing 
the Civil Surgeon, he may be seen in the hospital and charged a fee not 
exceeding Rs. 16, Officials entitled to medical attendance by an officer 









Civil Surgeon have the right of aeceiys to the Oivii 
Surgeon, when necessary or when difficulty ariaea, and no fee is demanded 
or expected. In the circunistaneos Government do not consider it neces- 
sary to make the enquiry suggested by the Honourable Member in part (/) 
of his question. 

(6) There is no uniform practice in tJiis matter. 


(e) The position in Great Britain is not as suggested by the Honour¬ 
able Member. In most haspitals an out-patient is examined by the 
hospital almoner as to his financial position before being admitted to the 
con.sulting room. When admitted, he has no choice of consultant but has 
to appear before the doctor or his assistant who may be on duty on that 
day. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May 1 know, 8ir, on what grounds a first class 
officer has the right of consulting the Civil Surgeon even for a slight ill¬ 
ness, while a subordinate officer has not got the same right ? What is 
the reason for this kind of discrimination ? 

Sii* Oirja Shankar Bajpai : 1 don't think iny Honourable friend has 
quite appreciated the position. A subordinate official of the Government 
for a minor ailment is entitled to the services of an xVssistant or Sub- 
Assistant Surgeon, as the case may be, but if either the Sub-Assistant 
Surgeon or the Assi.stant Surgeon feels that the character of the disease 
is such that the Civil Surgeon .should be consulted, the (’ivil Surgeon is 
consulted and renders his service free of charge. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask, Six*, whether it will not serve the puj*- 
po.se of economy if a first class officer goes to a subordinate medical officer 
for consulting about a minor ailment ? 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : I don’t think that will he so, becau.se. 
after all. if economy is the main objective, probably my friend will suggest 
that there should be a first cla.ss Civil Surgeon to do all the work, but 
inasmuch a.i there are only 24 hours in a day. I doubt very much whether 
that first cla.ss Surgeon could do it. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May T know whether the Government of India will 
consider if it will not be proper to offer the services of the Civil Surgeon 
according to the nature of the malady, instead of according to the class 
of the officer ? 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : lna.smnch as the existing arrangemcni 
seenLs to meet all reasonable requirements. Government don’t think it is 
necessary to consider a modification.. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know if a non-official pays th*' 
fees and the Civil Surgeon examines him, will he examine him during 
hospital hours or after the ho.spital hours T 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : Ordinarily, private practice is done out¬ 
side hospital hours, but if there Ls a special case when a non-official goes 
to the hospital and seeks the assistance of the Civil Surgeon and it is. held 
that he is in a position to pay the fee, in that case he is examined during 
hospital hours. 


Mr. Lalohand Navalrai : To whom is the fee paid then t Ts it 
to the Civil Surgeon himself or to the Municipality or the Gtevem- 
ment ? 
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sir Oirja flhankiur Bajpat : To the CHyil Sturgeon in the case of the 
New Delhi Municipality. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Does the Honourable Member know 
iliat in (rther (Sovemment hOMjMtab, Civil Burgeons, durinff hospital 
liDura, examine patients without fees 1 Will the Honourable Member 
advise the New Delhi Municipality or the Civil Surgeon there to conform 
to that practice which Is followed in other provinces T 

Sir Qirja Shankar Bajpai : 1 have already answered part (b) of my 
Honourable friend’s question, and 1 have said that there is no uniform 
practice in this matter. 


Mr. T. 8. Avinashilingam Chettiar : Sir, may I, with your permission, 
ask this question, because Mr. Mathuradas Vissanji is nut here t 

Mr. President (The ilonoiirahle Sir Abdur Ualiim) : Has the Houour- 
at)le Member got any mitiiority from bim t 

mb’. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : No, Sir. 

Mr. President (The lloiiourable Sir Abdur Hahimj : Then he can- 
I (it ask that question. 

Protkctiox to the Co<'oanut Industry in India. 

239. *Mr. Mathuradas Vissanji : Will Government he pleased to 
■state : 

(a) whether they have received the recommendations of the Sub- 
Committee appointed by the Imperial Conueil of Agricul¬ 
tural lle.si'arch on Dr. Patel’s Report on the cocoanut 
industry in India and, if so. when ; 

(1) what action (Jovenuuent have taken on the recommendations 
of tlie Sub-Committee ; and 

(o) wiiether (iovernment projiose to take immediate action to 
afl'ord protection to the cocoanut industry lu India f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafmUah Khan : (a) Ye.s, in 
l•■|l)nlary, 193.'». 

(b) and (<•). The recommendations of the sub-committee are still 
under tlie consideration of the Government of India. 

Refusal of Permission to Mr. Mohan Lal Saksena to visit the Cellulab 

Jail at Port Blair. 

240. ’■‘Mr. Sri Prakasa : (a) Is it a fact that Mr. Mohan Lal Saksena 
had applied for pennission to visit the Cellular Jail at Port Blair and 
tliat Government refused to give the required permission t 

(b) Is it also a fact that he had offered to go there at his own 
expense t If so, will Government be pleased to State the reasons why 
the permission was refused f 

(c) Is it a fact that the Honourable Diwan Bahadur G. Narayana- 

^ami ChettI, rMmtly paid a viat to the Andamans t If so, will 

Oovernmient ho J^iea^ to stote wht^hbr he was grahted permission after 
Mr. Mohan Lal ekikaena’a appUeation t 
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(d) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the 
correspondence that passed between the Honourable Diwan Bahadur 
G. Narayanaswami Chetti, C.I.E., and Government in this connection f 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik: (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. I would refer the Honourable Member to my letter to 
Mr, Saksena of 27th April, 1935, a copy of which has been placed on the 
table of the House. 

(c) Yes. The Honourable Diwan Bahadur G. Narayanaswami Chetti 
was granted permission long before Mr. Saksena’s application. 

(d) A copy of the correspondence with the Honourable Diwan 
Bahadur G. N. Chetti on the subject of his visit to the Andamans is 
placed on the table of the House. 


Copy of a letter No, F. 60\S5-Jaile, dated S7th April, 19S5, from the Government of 
India, Home Department, to Shri Mohan Lai Sakeena, MXi,A,, Advocate, Aminud- 
daulah Dark, l/acknow. 

In your letter of April 17th you asked to be informed of the reasons which led 
the Government of India to refuse your request for permission to go to Port Blair. 
The reasons are as follows : 

in your original request you stated that you had received a number of complaints 
regarding the treatment of prisoners in Port Blair. In reply to an enquiry from 
mo you refused in your letter of March 29th to reveal what these complaints were 
and admitted that you had no evidence iit support of them. The investigation of 
complaints in regard to the treatment of prisoners is essentially a matter for Govern¬ 
ment to take up themselves and the Government of India are always prepared to 
undertake such investigation when specific complaints are brought to their notice. 
But to allow a non-ollicial to visit the Settlement with the express object of enquir¬ 
ing into complaints, especially when they are unspecified and admittedly es; parte, 
w'ould in the opinion of Government encourage the presentation of such complaints by 
prisoners and would thus be highly prejudicial to jail discipline. Government cannot, 
therefore, agree to give facilities to any individual for such a purpose. 


Copy of a demi-offloial letter No. ISl€\S3’Jails, dated the SOth October, 19SS, from the 
Government of India, Home Department, to the Honourable Dewan Bahadvr 
G. N. Chetti, Member of the Counctl of State, 9, Windsor Place, New Delhi, 

You approached the Honourable the Home Member in fc?imla with a request that 
you might be allowed to visit the Andamans, in a private capacity and at your own 
expense, about Christmas time, so that you might have an opportunity of visiting the 
Cellular Jail. Mr. J. W. Hmyth, the Chief Commissioner of the Andamans, is at 
present in Delhi and is staying with the Honourable the Home Member at No. 2, King 
Edward Hoad. Ho will be leaving Delhi on Thursday evening. The Honourable the 
Home Member has asked me to write to you and say that Mr. Smyth will be very 
glad to sec you before he leaves Delhi and discuss with you your desire to visit the 
Andamans. If you would like to meet Mr. Bmyth, perhaps you will write to him 
direct at Mo. 2, King Bdward Koad, and let him know when it would be convenieut 
for you to call upon him. 


Copy of a demi-offloial letter No, D,-I4.>il\S$-JaiU9, dated the tOth November, \t9SS, 
from the Government of India, Home Department, to the Honourable Dewan 
Bahadur G. N. Chetti, Member of the Council of State, 9, Windsor Place, Neu 
Delhi. 

In continuation of my demi-ofUcial letter No. 1316133- Jails, dated the 30th 
October, I write to inform you that the Government of India have no ohjitotion to 
your visiting the Andamans in a private capacity. The Chief Commiaplonelr 
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j^ested that you should sail by the S. 8. 
lollowing trips : 

1. Leave Calcutta 
Arrive Port Blair .. 

Leave Port Blair .. 

Arrive Calcutta 

2. Leave Calcutta 
Arrive Port Blair .. 

Leave Port Blair .. 

Arrive Madras 


* Maharaja ** on one or other of the two 

December 10 
.. .. December 13 

December 20 
.. December 24 

December 31 
.. January 3 

.. .. January 10 

.. .. January 14 


2. Tho Agents of the 8. 8. Maharaja '' are Messrs. Turner. Morrison and 
Company, Calcutta, and,^ after you have decided the dates most suitaole to you, you 
should write to them direct about accommodation. I am sending a copy of this letter 
to them so that there may be no difficulty in regard to accommodation. 


Mr , Sri Prakasa : Why was a discrimination made between the two 
gentlemen in the matter of granting permission to visit the Andamans f 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I would refer the Honourable 
Member to the correspondence I am laying on the table. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : Sir, 1 want a definite answer at once, becau.se 1 
want to base my supplementary questions on it. It will take some time 
for me to get the answer from the table of the House. Cannot the 
Honourable Member read otit that correspondence ? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : If the answer 
is to be found in the correspondence, the Chair thinks tiie Honourable 
Member can read tlic correspondence and afterwards put his supple¬ 
mentary questions. If the Honourable Member reads that correspondence, 
it is possible that supplemenatry questions may not be found necessary. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : That is impossible. Sir. 

BIr. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : May 1 know from the Honourable 
Member if a single reform has been effected within the prison walls on 
the advice given by Diwan Bahadur Narayanaswami Chettiar till now ? 

Prof. N. 6. Banga ; Not even butter milk is supplied to prisoners in 
Madras. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Ilonoui’- 
ahle Member cannot carry on a conversation like that. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Yesterday it was stated that, 
on account of the special experience of the working of the Jail Adminis¬ 
tration, Diwan Bahadur Narayanaswami Chettiar possessed a special 
advantage, and, theref<»re, he was given a passport to proceed to the 
Andamans. I am now asking the Honourable Member to state if. in all 
his experience, even a single reform has been effected as a result of the 
advice tendered by Diwan Bahadur Narayanaswami Chettiar ? Is there 
a single reform to the credit of Diwan Baliadnr Nara.vanaswami 
Chettiar t 

The Bonourable Sir H^iry Oraik : I think the gentleman in question 
has effected a great deal of reform in jail administration. 
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Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : May I know if 6yen a single 

reform has been elfected in all the millions of jails in this country as a 
result of the advice given by Diwan Bahadur Narayanaswami Chettiar t 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I do not think that arises out of 
this question. I happen to know that the gentleman in question has 
done a great deal especially in regard to helping released prisoners. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : That is outside the jails. My 
question relates to reforms effected, if any, inside the jails. Released 
prisoners are no longer in jails. I want to know what additional com¬ 
forts or any other improvements in the amenities of life of the prisoners 
inside the jails have been made as a result of the advice tendered by 
Diwan Bahadur Narayanaswami Chettiar ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : That does not arise out of the 
answer I have given. If the Honourable Member wishes to have this 
information, he should put down a question on paper. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : On what grounds was that 
gentleman chosen to go to the Andamans in preference to my Honour¬ 
able friend, Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena, who is a Member of this House t 

Prof. N. O. Ranga : He is a well-known loyalist ! 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : I want to ask you, Sir, for the sake of informa¬ 
tion, whether, if I feel that any supplementary questions should be 
asked after reading the papers, I could put them tomorrw, or shall I 
have to wait and take my cliance later ? 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdiir Rahim) : The Honour¬ 
able Member may ask any supidementary questions that may arise out 
of the correspondence, lomorrow. 

Train Service between Gudur and Katpadi and Dharmavaram on the 
Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway. 

241. *Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: (a) Are Government 
aware that the train service between Gudur and Katpadi and Dharmavaram 
on the Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway, is very slow, and conse¬ 
quently bus service is flourishing and making good income to the detriment 
of the Railway income ? 

(b) Are Government also aware that the third class carriages in use 
are all rickety, having doors opening outside and having no proper bolts 
and hinges ? 

(c) Are Government awwe that the lavatories in the third class 
carriages are not provided with water, are not cleaned properly, are too 
small for free ingress and egress, and are highly insanitary 1 

(d) Are Government prepared to take immediate steps to remedy 
these defects T 

Mr. P. B. Bau : (a) There are heavy gradients on each of the 
sections referred to, and all trains have to stop at every station. Owing 
to the light section rails in the track a more powerful engine is not 
available for use on these sections. Under these circumstances the 
speed of trains is restricted. 
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(6) No. All trains running on those sections are composed of 
bogie stock. 

(c) No. Tanks of lavatories of third class carriages running on 
those sections are filled witli water and the lavatories cleaned at six 
stations. 

(d) Government are forwarding a copy of the question and the 
answer to the Agent, Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway, to see 
whether any steps can be taken to accelerate the service. 

Prof. N. O. Banga : Are Government aware of the fact that latrines 
in these trains are in an abominable condition ? 

Mr. P. E. Rau : No, Sir. T understand that they are cleaned at 
six stations out of eighteen. 

Construction op a Railway Line between Tirupati and Madras. 

242. '^Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : (a) Are (joverument 

aware of a resolution passed by the Bar Association, Tirupati, that the 
Tirupati Railway Station shoTild be connected by metre gauge to Madras ? 

(6) Has not the line been surveyed and lands acquired for laying 
the railway at an enormous cost ? 

(c) Are Government prepared to take up the construction of the rail¬ 
way at an early date t 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) No. 

(/;) No land has been acquired. As I informed my Honourable 
friend in February last, the total cost of the survey is about Rs. 76,000. 

(c) The project is one of those being reconsidered at the present 
moment. 

Proposal to construct a Funicular Railway from Tirupati to Tirumaijli 
Hills in the Madras Presidency. 

243. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : (a) Are Government 

aware of a proposal to construct a funicular railway from Tirupati to 
Tirumalai Hills via Chandragiri in the Madras Presidency ? 

(h) Are Government aware that there is a lot of public opinion 
against it on the ground that the sanctity of the Tirumalai Hill would be 
destroyed and that town of Tirupati would sink into insignificance ? 

(c) Are Government prepared to take steps to prevent the construc¬ 
tion of such a railvi^ay t 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) Yes. 

(h) and (c). No. The proposal is one primarily for decision by 
the Government of Madras. 

Protection op Indians from Air Raids. 

244. *Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : (a) Are Government 
aware that all countries in Europe and in the East are taking steps to 
protect the civil population from air raids, in case of an air attack, by 
giving them mask drills 1 

DiaSJjAD B 
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(6) What steps, if any, are Government taking in this direction to 
protect the people of India 1 

(c) Do Government propose taking any steps to improve their 
defence in case of a possible outbreak of war in Europe or in the East f 

Mr. O. B. F. Tottenham : (a) Government understand that the 
Governments of several countries have been studying the matter, but 
they have iio precise information as to the extent to which they have 
been training their populations by means of gas mask drills. 

(b) and (c). The poss*i])ility of air raids on India is remote at 
present, and no active measures to train the civil population in methods 
of protection are considered necessary. The Honourable Member may 
rest assured that the (iovernment will take such steps as may be neces¬ 
sary, if the need arises. 

Prof. N. O. Banga : Is there any possibility of the Government of 
India thinking of throwing bombs on the civilian population outside the 
frontier ? They are already doing this on the frontier now. 

Mr. G. B. P. Tottenham : T could not hear tlie Honourable Member’s 
question. If he could speak a little slower and a little louder, I might be 
able to hear him. 

Prof. N. 6. Banga : Is there any possibility of the Government of 
India thinking of throwing bombs on the civilian population on this side 
of the frontier f 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : That docs not 
arise. Next question. 

Refusal of Permission to certain Persons to enter Quetta for 

AFFORDING ReUEF TO THE EARTHQUAKE SUFFERERS. 

245. *Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar ; (a) V/hy have Govern¬ 
ment refused permission to the Indian National Congress Secretaries and 
to Mahatma Gandhi to enter Quetta for affording relief to the earthquake 
sufferers f 

(b) Is it not a fact that the Congress leaders rendered invaluable 
services to Bihar by giving relief to the earthquake sufferers ? 

(c) What steps have Government taken to see that no thefts are com¬ 
mitted of the properties of the earthquake sufferers at Quetta t 

(d) What is the total value of the property recovered from out of 
the debris at Quetta, and how much of this was restored to the owners 1 

Mr. J. Q. Acheson : (u) I would refer the Honourable Member to 
the answer given by the Honourable Sir Henry Craik to part (r) of Mr. 
Satyamurti’s starred miestion No. 219. 

(h) Yes, Sir, Government are aware of the services rendered by the 
Congress to the sufferers in the Bihar earthquake. 

(o) The Honourable Member’s attention is invited to Chapters IV 
and VI of the pamphlet The Quetta Earthquake, 1935 ”, copies of which 
liave been sent to all the Members of this House. 

(d) It is not possible to estimate the total value of the property 
recovered from under the debris before the city was sealed, as the 
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property excavated was handed direct to the owners and no record was 
kept. Since the preliminary salvage has started within the sealed area, 
property valued at over rupees four lakhs has been handed over to the 
owners. 

Hr. M. Ananthasayanam Asryangar : What is the value of the 
articles still in the possession of Government which have to be surrender¬ 
ed to the owners ? 

Mr. J. O. Acheson : I am afraid 1 cannot answer that question 'with¬ 
out notice. 

Pandit ICrishna Kant Malaviya : Is it a fact that one Mr. Ilogg of 
the Boy Scouts was allowed to proceed to Quetta ? 

Mr. J. O. Acheson : I do not think that arises out of this question. 

Prevention of the Export of Silver and a Rise in its Price. 

246. "^Mr. M. Ananthasayanam A 3 ryangar : What steps do Govern¬ 
ment propose to take to prevent the export of silver and to prevent a rise 
in the price thereof ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I would invite the attention of 
the Honourable Member to the reply given by me to Mr. Satyamurti’s 
starred question No. 223 during the current Session. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : No, Sir. When 1 asked that 
question, my Honourable friend said there was a question on the paper 
later which he would answer, and now he is asking me to go back to 
the answer which he gave to the first question. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : The Honourable Member was 
referring to another question of his which appears later on, but if he 
wants me to answer the question before it has been reached, I will tell 
him here and now, that I do not propose to make any statement of any 
kind of the subject of silver while the bullion market is in its present 
jumpy state. I do not desire to give the speculators any kind of lead 
in any direction. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam A 3 ryangar : The Honourable Member. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Honour¬ 
able the Finance Member has said that he is not going to make any 
statement on the subject of silver. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : There is a question out of the 
vague answer that my Honourable friend has given. The Honourable 
Member who puts this question is not a speculator himself, I may assure 
him. I want the Honourable Member to state what steps have been 
taken till now to lower the price of silver, let alone the steps that have 
to be taken in the future ? What steps have been taken till now to 
lower the price of silver ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : The price of silver has been 
regulated by market conditions. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Has a very large quantity of 
silver been sold by the Government of India to reduce the price of 
silver f 

LIWoLA D b2 
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The Honourable Sir James Grigg : That is a question which 1 do 
not propose to answer. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : I am asking with regard to 
the sale that has already taken place, and not to the sale that may take 
place hereafter. Ila^T the Government of India alread}" sold a large 
quantity of silver to bring down the price of silver t 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Docs the Honourable Member 
mean before the present speculative rise in silver took place ? Of course, 
they did. Information about that appears in the annual reports of the 
Controller of Currency. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : May I know what quantities 
M’^ere sold ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I cannot say olf-hand. You will 
find it in the Controller's report. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Was any quantity sold during 
the last three months ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : That is a question which I refuse 
to answer. 

Combine fob working the Gold Mines in the Nilgiris. 

247. *Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar . (a) Are Government 
aware that some Australian and London companies have entered into a 
combine for working the gold mines in the Nilgiris ? 

(b) Have Government investigated the possibilities of opening up 
gold mines tliore ? 

(e) Do Government i)ropose to take steps to start a company locally 
or to nationalise that industry f 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : (a) The Government of Madras 
report that an unregistered company, called the Wynaad Gold Develop¬ 
ment Company, Limited, with English and Australian Directorate has 
obtained permission to prospect for gold in certain private Janmam lands 
in the Nilgiris. 

(6) Certain investigations were made in 1879 and 1901-1902. 

{c) No. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Why not ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : In all possibility it was not 
worth while. 

Prof. N. G. Banga : Have Government ascertained whether it would 
be worth while or not T 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : The grade of the ore in that 
part of Madras is so low that, even with the present high prices of gold, 
there is no likelihood of its development being a paying proposition. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Then, what is the explanation 
of this private company coming in when there is no prospect of getting 
any profit 1 
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The Honourable Mr. D. O. Mitchell: The Honourable Member must 
remember that hope which springes eternal in the human breast and 
which has resulted probably in more money being spent on hunting 
and prospecting for gold than has ever been derived from the mining of 
it. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar ; What are the results of the in¬ 
vestigations of 1879 and the later year to which the Honourable Member 
referred ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. O. Mitchell: Complete failure. One com¬ 
pany in particular obtained no gold whatsoever. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : I suppose this information is 
available to the persons who are floating the present company ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. 6. Mitchell: I presume so. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Then, why are they floating a 
company of that kind ? 

Mr. President (Tlie Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Next question, 
No. 248. 

Refusal of Permission to certain Persons to enter Quetta foe 

AFFOBDINO RELIEF TO THE EARTHQUAKE SUFFEBEBS. 

248. =>'Sardar Sant Singh : (a) Is it a fact that Mahatma Gandhi 
and Babu Rajondra Parsliad, President of the Indian National Cojigress, 
applied to the authorities for permission to visit Quetta, after the eartli- 
quake ? If so, what was the correspondence which passed between the 
Government and the gentlemen concerned ? Will Government lay the full 
text of the correspondence on the table of this House ? 

(ii) What were the reasons M'hich led Government to refuse permis¬ 
sion to ]\Iahatma Gandhi and the President of the Indian National 
Congress t 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : {a) Mr. Gandhi applied for 
such permission for himself and others. Babu Rajendra Prasad applied 
for such permission for relief parties. Government would have no ob¬ 
jection to laying the correspondence on the table but have not the per¬ 
mission of the gentlemen concerned to do so. 

(6) I would refer the Honourable Member to the reply I gave to 
parts (h) and (c) of Mr. Satyaraurti’s starred question No. 219. 

Earthquake at Quetta in 1931. 

249. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state if there was an earthquake in Quetta in 1931 t If so, how much 
loss of person and propertv did it cause ? 

(6) What steps did Government take in Quetta to guard against 
such incidents happening thereafter f 

(c) Were any earthquake-proof buildings constructed at Quetta t 
Were they private or public, and how far did they stand the recent 
dreadful earthquake at Quetta f 
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Hr. J. 0. : (a) The attention of the Honourable Member 

invited to the answer given by the Honourable Mr. B. B. Howell on the. 
7th November, 1931, to parts (6) and (c) of his question No. 1245. 

(6) All public buildings constructed since 1931 have been built to 
earthquake-proof design. 

(c) They stood the recent earthquake very successfully. Vs far as 
is known no private houses were constructed on earthquake-prool lines. 

Mr. TAlnhawH Navalrai : May I know from the Honourable Member 
if he can give me an idea of the reply given by Mr. Howell in reply to 
part (a) 1 

Mr. J. O. Acheson : I have it here. It reads ; 

“ The Honourable Member is referred to the communiqu6 issued by the Honour¬ 
able the Agent to the Hovemor General in Baluchistan, dated the 29th August, L931 
(which gave the particulars of the earthquake). 

Xu all, 104 deaths have been reported in Kalat State territory and seven deaths 
in British Baluchistan. The Central Jail, Railway buildings and other Government 
property at Mach were seriously damaged. At Quetta and Ziarat a considerable 
number of Government buildings were slightly damaged. In the Bolan pass neighbour¬ 
hood, numerous Government buildings and also the Railway and the road were 
seriously damaged, etc.’’ 

The answer is rather long, but the portion I have read out gives siirti- 
cient indication of its nature. 

Prof. N. O. Ranga : Why is it that no condition was imposed upon 
the private owners to see that they should build their houses only as 
earth-quake proof ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : Not that I am aware of. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : Do the Government of India propose to impose 
any such condition for the construction of houses in future. 

Mr, J. G. Acheson : Such a proposal i.s under consideration. 

Recent Earthquake at Quetta. 

250. *Mr, Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Will Government h-* pleased 
to make a full statement as to the happening of the recent earthquake at 
Quetta, and state at what time it took place, what immediate ste])s 
Government took, and what arrangements were made for immediate help 
and succour to the people on account of the earthquake ? 

(ft) At what time after the earthquake shock did Government, through 
the military and civil authorities, commence helping the people who were 
alive, and what help did they render to them T 

(c) When waa the digging out of people from under the debris com¬ 
menced and when was it stopped and why f 

(d) How many persons were dug out, dead or alive, during the above 
period t 

(e) Was any outside help called for the purpose of bringing out 
people 1 

(/) Did Government do anything to immediately import into Quetta 
outside labour and volunteers in order to help the military and to do 
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more extensive work of digging out people during the period it was being 
done ? If not, why not ? 

{g) Is it a fact that people and organizations from outside Sind and 
the Punjab volunteered to come to Quetta with any amount of laboui*, 
provisions and food-stuffs to dio work in an organized, systematic and 
disciplined manner under the control of the military ? If so, did Gov¬ 
ernment accept the offer t If not, why not ? 

(A) Are Government aware that the opinion of the people and the 
Press has been that had the authorities requisitioned adequate, organized 
and disciplined corps from outside and rushed them to Quetta witliin a 
day or two of the occurrence of the earthquake, not only thousands of 
lives would have been saved, but the possi])ility of the alleged stench 
and danger of epidemic would have disappeared I Will Government be 
pleased to state full reasons for not so requisitioning ? 

(0 Is it a fact that responsible persons from Shikarpur actually 
offered to go v;ith volunteers, labour, provisions, and other necessaries t 

(i) Is it a fact that they were permitted to do so and that they 
arranged for a special train and equipped it, but the order was counter¬ 
manded and they could not carry out their wishes ? If so, why was the 
order changed ? 

(A) Is it a fact that Government subsequently allowed four promi- 
nient citizens of Shikaiqiur, with attendants and provisions, to proceed to 
Quetta and also placed two wagons at their disposal for carrying supplies t 

(i) I 3 it a fact that the party left Shikarpur but on reaching Jacob- 
abad, the Deputy Commissioner, Avho had received counteiinanding orders 
stopped them from proceeding to Quetta ? How do Government ex¬ 
plain this action ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : {a) to {h), I think the Honourable Member 
will find these parts of his question answered in the pamphlet “ The 
Quetta Earthquake, 19.‘15 

(0 to (1), T lay on the table a statement based on information re¬ 
ceived from the local civil authorities which shows that the Honourable 
Member has been misinformed in some important respects. 

Statement, 

(t) and (j), A band of about 12 volunteers, with provisions and money, left 
Shikarpur on the evening of the 31flt May and reached Quetta, where they remained 
for about two weeks. 

On June 1st, Khan Bahadur Allahbakhsh, Mahomed Umar and the Hindu 
Panchayat, apparently after consulting the local authorities, collected a band of about 
50 volunteers, with provisions, money and necessaries, and wanted to send them by 
;i special train. The \ocn\ railway authorities were only prepared to attach an addi¬ 
tional coach to the ordinary train ; but Khan Bahadur Allahbakhsh wired to the 
railway authorities at Karachi asking for a special train. In the meantime, orders 
were received from the military authorities at Quetta prohibiting movements to that 
place, and the railway authorities had, therefore, to refuse the Khan Bahadur's 
request. It is thus not true to say that a special train had been arranged and 
equipped. 

(Jc) and (I). The facts are as follows. On this occasion two wagons chartered 
by the persons mentioned above actually left Shikarpur, one attoched to a goods 
train and the other to a passeneer train. At Jncobabad a deputation of Rhikarpiiris, 
headed by Khan Bahadur Allahbakhsh and containing two prominent Shikamuri 
doctors, called on the District Magistrate, Jacobabad, and asked to be allowed to 
proceed to Quetta for relief work. Permission wa« granted ; but subsequently the 
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District AJugistrate received instructions from Quetta not to allow medical relief 
parties, as llio amount of medical aid in Quetta was adequate. The District Magistrate 
met the party at the railway station and eiiplained to them that ho could not let them 
proceed to Quetta. They liad already attached their goods wagon to the train, and 
although the District Magistrate requested them to allow the wagon to proceed, they 
insisted on detaching it, as they themselves were not allowed to go to Quetta. At 
a later date, under instructions from the Administrator, Shikarpur, this wagon was 
re-booked to Quetta for free distribution to sufferers as a gift from the bhikarpur 
Kelief Committee. 

There was an entirely separate party, consisting of three persons (not four as 
stated in the question), which travelled from Shikarpur by the same passenger train 
as Khan Bahadur Allahbakhsh and his party. This party, the members of which 
were Diwaii Bahadur Murlidhar, Mr. Alibakhsh (not to be confused with Khan 
Bahadur Allahbakhsh) and Mr. Chainrai had received permission to proceed to Quetta 
and did so. They w’ero also met by the District Magistrate at the railway station at 
Jaeobabad. They had no wagon. 


Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know from the Honourable Member, 
with regard to (e), whether any outside help was called for the purpose 
of bringing out people alive ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : If the Honourable Member would read tfie 
pamphlet, he would find the information there. 1 cannot lay my hands 
on the exact page, but it is there. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (Jan Ihe Honourable Member give any idea 
whether outside help was called or not. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Honourable 
Member should read the pamphlet. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : I have read the pamphlet, and I do not find 
in it the answers to the questions I have put. May 1 know from the 
Honourable Member if any additional help was called in to help the 
military in order to bring out people alive f 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : T would refer the Honourable Member to 
page 12 of the pamphlet. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May T know then from the Honourable 
Member if Mr. Hogg and his scouts were allowed to come in ! 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham ; I would refer the Honourable Member to 
the bottom of page 12 of the pamphlet. It is all stated there. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai; T find in the pamphlet that after the 3rd 
evening there was no possibility of finding people alive t May T know 
how it was not possible to find people alive f 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : That is not stated in the pamphlet. 

Mir. Lalchand Navalrai : Is it not a fact that on the 3rd evening, they 
stopped the excavations on the ground that further people will not be 
found alive f 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : No, Sir. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai; What was the reason then 1 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : If the Honourable Member will wait for the 
next question, I will explain the reason. 
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Excavation Work at Quetta after the Earthquake. 

251. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Will Government be pleased 

to state if any attempt was made at any time to resume the excavation 
work after it was stopped for the first time after the occurrence of the 
earthfiualie in Quetta V If not, why not ? If so, when and for how 
long, and how many people were extricated from under the debris alive 1 

(6) Is it a fact that the digging work with a hope of bringing out 
people alive was stopped owing to medical and sanitary reasons If If so, 
who gave that opinion, what was it, and which was the highest authority 
which accepted that opinion t 

(c) Why were not suitable sanitary precautions, such as are usually 
taken when dead bodies are exhumed, taken or gas masks used for fur¬ 
ther excavating the buried people t 

Mr. O. B. P. Tottenham : (a) Regular excavation work in the city 
was suspended at night fall on the 3rd June, 1935. Street clearance was 
commenced early in July ; salavge of undamaged houses about the end 
of July ; and continuous excavation work early this month. 

II is not possible to state accurately how many persons were extri¬ 
cate* 1 alive. 

(6) Yes. The senior civil and military medical offleei*s all agreed 
that to continue operations at that juncture would have involved the 
lisk of a serious outbreak of disease. This opinion was accepted by the 
General Officer Commanding-in-Cliief, Western Command, wlio at that 
time was in chief civil as well as military command. It was endorsed 
a few days later by the Public Health Commissioner with the Goverri- 
ment of India when he visited Quetta. 

(e) Regular excavation could not have been carried out even with 
the use of gas masks without grave danger of an outbreak of di^o.ise 
among the surviving population. By that time the chance of anybody’s 
being alive in the debris was remote, while an epidemic among ihe rur- 
vivors would certainly have caused the loss of numerous lives. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May T know how it was considered that 
the ehances of finding people alive were remote ? 

Mr. O. B. F. Tottenham : That was the experience of those who were 
working in the area at the time. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Did these people realise that, when they 
stopped excavations, there were many people alive ? 

Mr. O. B. P. Tottenham : T should like to know what authority the 
Honourable Member has for that statement. People on the spot were 
satisfied that there was very little chance of finding anybody alive. 
During the last few hours of excavation work, T believe nobody was 
brought out alive. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya: Even if one man could have been 
saved, he should not have been allowed to die. 

Mr. 0. B. P. Tottenham : The Honourable Member can make any 
statement he likes. 
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Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : May 1 know when martial-law wa^ 
proclaimed in Quetta 1 

Mr. O. B. F. Tottenham : There is another question on that subject. 

Dr. T. S. S. Rajan : What is the epidemic which the medical officers 
were afraid of ? 

Mr. O. B. P. Tottenham : Cholera, I believe. 

Mr. M. Ananthasa 3 ranam Ayyangar : Is the Honourable Member 
aware that for a week and more i)ersons, who were imbedded in earth 
in the Bihar earthquake, were found alive later on. 

Mr. G. B. P. Tottenham : That may have been so. 1 have no informa¬ 
tion. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Why was Ihe operation sus¬ 
pended within three days 1 

Mr. O. B. P. Tottenham : The damaj^e and devastation in the (*ity 
of Quetta was of a different character from the damajre done in th<' 
comparatively small townjs and villapres in Bihar. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Have excavations b(?eji made 
since then for recover^’ of property from under the debris ? 

Mr. O. B. P. Tottenham : 1 would refer the Honourable Member to 
the answer I have read out. 

Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : Ts salvage work beinp: done at present 
by the Government. 

Mr. 6. R. P. Tottenham : There are other questions on the subiect 
which my Honourable friend, the Foreiirn Secretary, will be answering 
shortly. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Would the recovery of pro¬ 
perty also have led to the outbreak of cholera ? 

Mr. O. R. F. Tottenham : There was grave risk of disease arising 
from the exposure of corpses lying under the debris. Whether excava¬ 
tions had taken place for the recovery of bodies or of property, Hie 
danger would have been the .same. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : May I know if excavation work 
was stopped as Government were short of hands ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : Not at all. 

Dr. T. S. S. Rajan : Is not cholera a water borne disease 1 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : I am not a doctor, Sir. 

Dr. T. 8. 8. Rajan : To say that a decomposed body would give rise 
to cholera is against all scientific facts. 

Mr. 8ri Prakasa : Was the nature of the damage done in Quetta 
different in nature to that done in the great city of Monghyr ? 

Mr. 0. R. P. Tottenham ; I have no knowledge of the damage done 
there. 

Mr. M. 8. Aney : As regards the outbreak of cholera, may T know the 
names of the medical officers who gave that opinion. 
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Mr. O. R. F. Tottenham : The Honourable Member will find them in 
this pamphlet. 

Mr. M. S. Aney : Can the Honourable Member oblige me by giving 
me the names ? 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : On what authority did the Honourable Member say 
that The damage done in Quetta was different from that in Bihar ? 

Mr. O. R. P. Tottenham : On the basis of facts, Sir. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : But did not the Honourable gentleman say that 
he had no knowledge of the damage done in Bihar ? 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May 1 know from tlie Honourable Member 
whether, when the excavations were made for finding out the property, 
cholera raged there then or not i 

Mr. O. R. P. Tottenham : The excavations were made after due 
precautions had been taken, and the danger of disease, I under^'^tand, is 
no^v less, because a large number of the corpses have dried up. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Ma^' I know if no precautions would have 
availed at that time ! Would any precautions not have availed at the 
time after the llrd of that month if 

Mr. O. R. P. Tottenham : I have answered that in reply to part (e) 
of the Honourable Member’s original question. 

Alleged Disappearance of certain Persons after the Earthquake at 

Quetta. 

‘jrpj. '‘"Ml. Lalchand Navalrai : {a) Is it a fact that some ‘people, 
including some women, were taken to the Relief Camp immediately 
after the earthquake at Quetta t If so, had they any ornaments and 
valuable on their person, and how were they disposed of ? 

(6) Is it a fact that some persons, including certain women, dis¬ 
appeared after they were secured from under the debris ? 

('*) Were they traeed subsequently ? What steps did Government 
take to find them out ? 

'Mr. O. R. P. Tottenham ; (a) Hundreds of people of both sexes were 
taken in lorries to the Relief Camp soon after the Earthquake and a 
very large number went there on foot. It is naturally quite impossible 
to say what ornaments or valuables they had in their possession nor how 
they disposed of them. 

(b) and (o). As far as is known no persons disappeared after being 
dug out from the debris. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know from the Honourable Member 
whether, when these people were taken to the hospital, the ornaments 
on the persons of the women were removed or not T 

Mr. O. R. P. Tottenham.: Certainly not. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Where did they go, then t They must 
have had some ornaments,—or they had no ornaments at all t If there 
were no ornaments, where did they go ? 

(No answer.) 
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Seth Cfovind Das : Did those ornaments then go into the poekela 
of the Government servants f 

(Cries of “ Order, order.”) 

Mr. T.ftl/»lni.Tiri Navalrai: Sir, the Honourable Member is not answer- 
ing: my question. 

Kfr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim) : Apparently 
the PJoiiourable i\Iember is not in a position to answer it. 

Children secured after the Earthquake at Quetta. 

253. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Were any children secured on 
the night of the earthquake at Quetta and thereafter 1 If so, how many 
were males and how many females, and how were they disposed of 1 

(6) Were there any unclaimed children and orphans in charge of 
Government ? If so, how have they been disposed of I 

Mr. O. B. F. Tottenham : (a) and (ft). Many children were rescued 
and left the city with tlieir parents or relatives, but I am unable to give 
their numl>ervS. As far as is known only one orphan, a Sindhi girl, was 
found. She wa.s admitted to the Race Course Hospital on the 2nd June 
and was subseipiently sent to the Shikarpur Orphanage. Twenty-two 
Muslim orphans, who were living in the Quetta Muslim Orphanage, were 
removed to the Lahore Orphanage on the 2nd June, 1935. 

Mr, Lalchand Navalrai : Were there no orphans admitted to hos¬ 
pitals, and, if so, where were they then sent ? 

Mr. O. R. F, Tottenham : I have just given the information in reply 
to the Honourable Member’s question. 

Casualties during the Earthquake at Quetta and Value op the 

Property lost. 

254. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (r/) Will Government be ])leased 
to state how many people in all were killed during the earthquake at 
Quelta, and how much property was lost ? 

(6) How many Europeans, civil and military, were killed and 
injured, respectively ? 

(c) How many of them were secured alive from under the debris, 
and when was excavation made for them, and for how long T 

(d) Were any Europeans sent away to Europe f If so, what was 
their number, and when were they sent ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : (a) As regards the first part, the Honour¬ 
able Member’s attention is invited to page 1 of the pamphlet The 
Quetta Earthquake, 1935 ”, a eopy of which was sent to him on the 29th 
August, 1935. 

As regards the second part, it is impossible to estimate the value of 
the property lost, but in Quetta city alone, approximately fifteen thousaml 
shops and houses were destroyed or badly damaged. 
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(6) The approximate numbers are : 


Killed. Injured. 

(») Army 

11 

30 

(it) Royal Air Force 

56 

132 

(iti) Civil 

90 

59 

(iv) North Western Railway 

95 

27 

Total 

252 

248 


—— 

— 

(c) The approximate numbers are : 

Army 

22 


Royal Air Force 

83 


Civil 

56 

These figures do not 
include many 

Europeans who 

were able to ex¬ 
tricate themselves 
or were rescued by 
their servants 

before o^rganised 
rescue parties 

arrived. 


It is impossible to say in each case when excavation began and how 
long it lasted. 

(rf) Yas, 1,176. They were provided with passages as soon as accom- 
Diodation in steamers wa.s available for them. Tlie majority were sent 
in a specially chartered ship on the 21st June, 1935. Some had to be 
detained until fit to travel. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : What was the total popula- 
lion of Europeans in Quetta at the date of this earthquake If 

Mr. G. B. F. Tottenham : I do not know, Sir. 

Salvage of Property at Quetta after the Earthquake. 

255. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) When did the salvage of pro¬ 
perty commence at Quetta after the earthquake, and how long did it 
last f 

(6) How much property was secured during the salvage work and 
what was the cost incurred for doing so ? 

(c) Is it a fact that a persistent and earnest demand was made 
for an early salvage t If so, why was it refused 1 

(d) Are Government awar*i that the traders of Quetta, particularly 
Shikarpiir bankers, had a great stake and is it a fact that they reque.^ted 
for very early excavation of their documents and valuable securities, but 
the request was rejected J If so, why ? When were such excavations 
made after all f 
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Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : (a) The salvage of certain essential items, 
such as food and x)ctrol, began immediately after the earthquake. On 
the fifth day it had to be confined to selected areas owing to the danger 
of ijifection, and operations in the city area were suspended for this reason. 
The Honourable Member is referred to the Communiques issued on the 
10th and 30th July and the 30th August regarding the resumption of 
salvage operations. 

(ft) Government have no precise information as to the value of the 
large amount of property that has been salved or the cost of salving it. 

(c) and (d). Such demands as were made for early salvage had to be 
refused for the reasons explained in the answer to part (a). The rescue 
of human beings rather than of property was naturally the first concern 
of the authorities. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know if excavations have now been 
made for the purpose of salvaging the documents and securities or not ? 

Mr. Q. R. P. Tottenham : If the Honourable Member will read the 
communiques to which I have referred in part (a) of my answer, he will 
find what has, and has not yet, been done in this matter. 

JSr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Is there no list maintained of 
property recovered from the debris ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : Does the Honourable Member wish to 
know whether a list of property owners is maintained ! 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : A list of the property re¬ 
covered. 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : Yes, I believe very careful lists are 
maintained. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Why then are Government not able to 
estimate the value of the property recovered ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : My Honourable friend, the Foreign Secre¬ 
tary, has already stated the value of the projierty which has been recovered 
since the regular excavation work began a few weeks ago. That amounts, 

I believe, to something between rupees four and five lakhs. We have no 
definite information as to the value and amount of property that was 
recovered in the earlier days, directly after the earthquake took place. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar ; In the earlier stages, was the 
])roperty salvaged handed over without any receipt, irrespective of the 
claims of the rightful owners ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham ; Just after the earthquake, a number of 
owners of property were able to go and take over their property them¬ 
selves, and no precise record, I imagine, was kept of those transactions. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Arc Government assured that 
Avhatever property came into the hands of the relief workers were passed 
to the rightful owners ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : Every possible precaution is being taken 
and every possible step is being taken to see that property is restored 
as far as possible and as quickly as possible, to its rightful owners. 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWBB8. 


717 


Re-Building of Quetta. 

256. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Do Goverfimeiit propose to 

re-build Quetta T If so, at what place, under what plan and with what 
safety J 

(6) What precautions do Government propose to take to mitigate 
loss of person and property from any earthquake in future in the 
Quetta area f 

Mr. O. S. F. Tottenham : (a) and (b). The Honourable Member’s 
attention is invited to Chapter VIII of the pamphlet “ The Quetta Earth¬ 
quake, 1935 ”, copies of which were sent to all Members of this House 
on the 29th August, 1935. The whole matter is still under consideration. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyanger ; With reference to the state- 
laeut of the Honourable Member in connection with the previous question 
as to the loss of life among the European civil and military officers there, 
may I know for the information of the House whether the houses that 
have been built for European civil and military officers were of a different 
ly])e and earthquake-proof ? 

Mr. O. R. P. Tottenham : No, Sir. Before this earthquake, there 
were no earthquake-proof constructions in Quetta, apart from the few 
buildings that were built on earthquake-proof lines between 1931, when 

last earthquake took place, and 1935 : and none of those buildings, 
a.s far as I am aware, were buildings for military officers ; they were 
mostly, I think, for railway officers. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Then, how does the Honour¬ 
able Member account for the lesser loss of life among the European mili¬ 
tary and civil officers ? 

Mr. O. R. F. Tottenham : The main reason was that the buildings 
in the city were extremely badly constructed ; they had no proper mortar, 
Hnd so forth. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know, since Quetta is still shaking, 
wl ether on that account Quetta would be removed from its present .site, 
and, if so, where ? 

Mr. O. R. P. Tottenham ; 1 cannot give any further information on 
that point. The matter is still under consideration at the moment. 

THE CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The House will 
now resume consideration of the following motion 

12 Noon. moved by the Honourable Sir Henry Craik ; 

“ That the Bill to amend the Criminal Law be taken into eonsideratioii. *' 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division ; Non-Muhammadan) : Sir. T was 
rather disappointed when T heard the speech of the TTonourable the 
Home Member. It seemed that the Honourable Sir Henry Craik was 
treading upon fresh ground and he had no knowledge of the past, the 
commitments of his predecessors, Sir James Crerar and Sir Harry Haig. 
When the Emergency Press measure was fir.st introduced in 1931, Sir 
James Crerar gave a definite assurance to the House that the Bill was a 
temporary measure and it was only aimed at terrorist crimes and terrorist 
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uiovenieuts. Thereafter, not only Sir James Crerar, but his successor, Sir 
Harry iiaig, repeated tliat assurance and he even gave the assurance to 
the House that the Press Emergency Act which was incorporated in the 
Ordinance Act of 1932 would be withdrawn in time. But, since then, the 
Ilonoiirabie Sir Henry Craik has discovered new sins on the part of us, 
Indians, and he wants to perpetuate this Act. Last year, when he was a 
fresh Member to this House, he said that India had two public enemies— 
public enemy No. 1, the terrorist, and public enemy No. 2, the Communist. 
But this year, very obviously, he has discovered public enemy No. 3, which 
is the communal dissenter. If I know the way in which his mentality is 
working, I will not be surprised if, in the near future, he discovers another 
public enemy, which will be called public enemy No. 4, namely “ the 
contempts of the High Courts in India 1 will, later on, try to show 
that tlio High Courts in India are siding with the executive and making 
us believe that Indians cannot expect the British sense of justice any 
more from the Indian High Courts. 

Sir, I must take this opi)ortunity of offering my congratulations to 
Mr. Griffiths for his able maiden speech. This is the second time that 
Bengal lias sent us a civilian—^the first was the Irish civilian, Mr. 
Donovan—who can make a fine speech. But I w^as very much surprised 
to find that both Mr. Griffiths and Sir Henry Craik were trotting out the 
same old arguments of 1930-31. They had no fresh arguments to put 
forward as to why this Press Emergency Act and this Ordinances Act 
should be i)er])etuatcd. There was nothing new in all the arguments that 
Mr. Griffiths brought forward and for which he wa.s cheered by the liencli- 
meii of rlio Government sitting on the other side of the House. All those 
arguments were repeated ad nauseam by Sir James Crerar and Sir Harry 
Ilaig and the tlien supporters of Government. Not a single new fact was 
br()u<';ht oni by the Home Member or e>'en by liis able supporter from 
iVIidiuijiore. T would ask Mr. Griffiths--! am sorry he is not present in 
the House—whether lie read the speeches of Mr. K. C. Neo'jry and 
Mr. 8. a. Mitra on the <iue.stion of the Dacca riots and the Midnapore riots 
Ht the time wlien the Bengal Ordinance Bills were discussed and jiassed, 
and th(? various tragedies that were per])etrated by the Bureaucracy in 
Bengal hy those Black and Tan methods ? T challenge also Mr. Griffiths, 
including the Home Alember, to tell me why the Nelson Committee’s report 
was not published. Why is it that the Adami Committee’s report oti the 
Dacca riots was not published ? The Adami Committee was appointed 
to inc|iij*’i* into the troubles of Dacca, and I believe at that time Mr. Griffiths 
was in Dacca. Very likely he wa^s the Diwan of the Nawab of Dac<*a when 
the riots took place at Rahmatpur and other places T want to know why 
those two reports were not publislied. Sir Harry JIaig gave us an assur¬ 
ance on the floor of the House that a Government Committee was being 
ap])oin1e(l to inquire into the causes of the Dacca riots. That report never 
^;i\v light of the day. When the predecessor of the present Home 
Member was questioned, he began to reply in a roundabout way. Gov¬ 
ernment did not publish those two rc])orts because they knew that, if those 
two reports would see the light of the day, the Bengal Government, the 
Bengal executive and the Bengal police would stand condemned, not only 
before the people of India, but before the civilized nations of the world. 
That was the reason why those two reports were not published. The .same 
remarks also apply to the report of the Government Committee in connec* 
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lion with the riots m the Hijli camp, which also did not see the light of the 
^ when the Home Member stands up to justify his unjustifi¬ 

able position, he will be good enough to say why those three reports were 
never published. Sir, I will only ask the Honourable the Home Member, 
who IS so very new to the Bengal politics and the mysterious dealings of 
the Bengal administration, to revise his memory by reading the debates 
that took place on the floor of the House and, though I am not a Bengali, 
the impression that was left on my mind was that the Bengal Oovevninent 
was overdoing tJie case. 


Sir, one must seek the grounds why Government want to perpetuate 
tills legislation.^ Ihe Honourable the Home Member has dropped a hint, 
lie waiiis to give a certain amouiil of security to the new Ministers! 
W iietner the new Ministers will have any power or whether the Bureau¬ 
cracy, llu* (hvil Service, will control the new Ministers under the new 
(iispensation ol provincial autonomy or whether they want to conlinw.e 
the present system ol autorratie miministration, are points on which I 
(io not wisli to express any opinion. JUit I do wish to say this that the 
(jovevr.uieiit of India are not anxious so much for the new Ministers as to 
eiiable tiicir followers, the Civil Service, to continue the present system 
of ailiniiiistration. 1 want to know liow' is it that, wlienev’’er the Govern- 
nienl i;i‘ India introduce a Criminal Law Amendment Bill on the floor 
of tiiis House, red leaflets and red placards ^re always circulated in 
(Miittagoug and placards are posted all over the town / Here is a cutting 
I have get from the Hindustan Times which says that the northern 
<(uarter of the town of Chittagong w^as plastered with red leaflets in 
Bengali which were removed by tlie police. As far as 1 know—and I 
woiiiil like to be corrected by the Honourable the Home Member if I am 
wrong-theie is martial law in Chittagong and no Bengali youth can 
go out after the evening. This very thing happened in 1931 "and 1932 
when tills House discussed similar measures. Sir, the public suspicion 
is, and we have often given expression to this, that the police is behind 
all rlie^e. The ])oliee and the military are controlling the Chittagong 
town ai'J there are curfew orders there ; and, yet, in the night, scnne 
youths were able to go out and put these placards all over the towui. This 
is very surprising indeed 1 ft only shows the methods that are adopted 
by the Bureaucracy and the alien Government to justify their case. 

Sir, tile Amrita Bazar Pairika has published a Government circular 
w hich leads me to infer w'hat is beliind the Government mind in perpetuat¬ 
ing this Ordinances Act. This is the circular issued by the District Tn- 
telUgeiKt Braneli Institute of Bengal, f am glad that my Honourable 
friend. Idr. Griffitlis, is here and he will justify this circular if he gets 
aiiotlier chance to S])eak on this Bill and he will justify the action which 
his Government lias taken. This circular which the police in Bengal 
circulated to their underlinks of the police department reads thus : 

“ At the iiistnneo of Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, a new party has grown 
up under the caption of ‘ Congress Nationalist Party In Bengal, its nominees have 
fi'vept ail the polls in the recent Assembly elections, defeating their rival candidates 

up by the Congress Parliamentary * Board of Dr. B. C. Roy. The Gdngress 
Nationalist Party aims at the rejection of the Communal Award and the White Paper. 
Whether any members are being enrolled by the Nationalist Party or any organisa¬ 
tion supporting them is being set up, you would intimate accordingly. Henceforth, 
ony enrolment of Congress members or organizing Congress activities should be ftien- 
tionod in your weekly confidential reports." 

LlUoliAD C 
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Sir, this shows what tlie Bengal Government has in mind, and if the 
Honourable the Home Member is still exercising superintendence and con¬ 
trol over the Government of Bengal, then, I think the Government of 
India is a party to this kind of circular to the departmental myrmidons 
in Bengal. 1 hope, when my Honourable friend, the Deputy President, 
rises to speak on behalf of Bengal, he would like to tell us how the police 
are harassing the Nationalist Party and the Congress organisations in 
Bengal, so that my Honourable friend, Sir Henry Oaik’s secret ambition, 
that the Ministers under the new regime should be all toadies and not 
nationalists, would bo fructified. This shows that the Government have 
got a deeper j)olicy. A new Homo Member comes and repudiates what 
his f)i’odecessor has said in the past, namely, that this measure would not 
continue permanently and that this measure would aim at only terrorist 
crimes. 

Sir, I have often condemned, on the floor of the House, terrorist crimes, 
and Sir Harry Haig, Avliile he was a IVIeinber of this House, agreed in the 
end witli the Government of Bengal and wanted that the Government of 
India and the Government of Bengal should collaborate in finding employ¬ 
ment for the unemployed and they should find the energies of these youths 
diverted from terrorist crimes. My Hcnourable friend, Mr. Sarrna, talked 
of Sir George Anderson’s speech. 1 take this opportunity to refer to 
i\rr. Sarma’s speech just a second. It seems Mr. Sarrna made an excur¬ 
sion last year to England and hob-nobbed with the high and mighty in 
the India Office and gave banquets which were all well-known. But he 
seems to have had no time to acquaint himself with the British public, and, 
therefore, he took shelter as a speaker on the floor of this House and 
insulted the intelligence of the British public that they do not read the 
British press and that public opinion is not shaped by the British press. 
If I were an Englishman, I would feel indignant at such a statement coming 
from anybody, and I believe my Honourable friend, Mr. Sarrna, got an 
embrace* from the Honourable the Home Member which he was eagerly 
looking forward. Well, Sir, the Honourable the Home Member might 
embrace Mr. Sarrna, but no Britisher, proud of his nation and of the 
liberties of the British press, would embrace Mr. Sarrna, rather would 
detest his speech. If His Excellency Sir George Anderson, at this late 
stage, wants that the detenus should be trained in agricultural activilies 
and opportunities should be found for them as to how to live in the 
pursuit nf agriculture, I want to know what did the Government of India 
and the Government of Bengal do in the past, and why did they not think 
of solving this so-called problem of unemployment, whether it is among 
the educated classes of Bengal or amongst the unemployed workers in 
Bombay whom the Honourable the Home Member dubs as Communists. 
Th? i^Ieerut Conspiracy Case proved that there is very little justification 
for thinlking that there is any widespread movement of Communism in 
India. T read Communist books and I believe the Honourable Sir Henry 
Craik in his leisure moments may be reading those books just to enligliten 
his soul and spirit. That does not mean that the soil of India is suitable 
for the spread of Communism. I challenged the Honourable the Home 
Member last Session whether he wants to condemn Socialism as a public 
enemy of India, and he did say, no, he had no aim at Socialism. I know 
in India there is the Socialist Party growing inside the very Congress to 
which I belong. If it is honest and pure Socialism, the Socialism of 
Pandit Jawahir Lai Nehru I have nothing to quarrel with ; but to raise 
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tliis bogey ol Communism to perpetuate measures that will give a handle 
to tlie lieutenants of Government to do anything they like, to pursue 
Black and Tan methods which they pursued in Ireland just before 
De’Valera freed Ireland from the yoke of England, then, Sir, I (joiideinn 
the action of the (jovernment. 

1 sjiouid like to allude to one tiling more. The Honourable the Home 
Member talked about tJie friendly and the unfriendly presses. As an 
old Member of this House, J know and I have been accustomed to see 
Home Members ni the past taking all the press into their confidence and 
talking U) tliein. Somehow, tiie Honourabie the Home Member, fcjir 
Henry Craik, experienced as he is, tried to flirt with the Ilmdu of Madras 
and iiiviiod the only Indian rcjiresentalive of that paper. He did not 
invite the ropresentatives of the other jiapers^ not even the representa¬ 
tives ol' I he Associated Press of India or the Lhiited Press or the Free 
Press of India. This new system of flirtation will not do any good. I 
do not know whetlier the llonouralde tne Home Member read that speech 
of the late Mr. A. llangaswami Iyengar wdiile he presided over the All- 
India Journalistic (.Conference in 1931 and where he condemned the Press 
Ordinance tliat was introtluced in 1930. So, if the Honourable the Home 
Member thinks that by setting one particular section against another 
sei'tion of the Indian press, he Avill try to create dissension amongst tlie 
Indian press, he will be thoroughly disillusioned. Ilis prcde(3essors did 
the same. They caused communal dissension Avhicli he now calls Public 
Enemy No. 3. If there is communal difference in India, as my HonouJ’able 
friend, Dr. Deshmukh, lias already pointed out, T blame the (lovernment 
for it. i do not say that ihe Honourable Sir IIoni\> Craik was a party 
to it, lie might have been a ])nrty to it in the Punjab, 1 do not know any¬ 
thing about his work in the Punjab. But 1, wlio has been here for the last 
12 years, know how the policy of the different Home ^Members has caused 
this deej> communal tension. Well, the .story has ended. My Muham¬ 
madan brethren have got tlie (^ommunal Award and they are satisfied with 
it, and they are not going to ])lay any more into the hands of the Govern¬ 
ment and play their tune. So, 1 submit that Government cannot set 
a nationalist paper like the IJimlu against the other press so that there 
will be dissension and they can get help from an unexpected quarter 
where no Government will expect help. I congratulate, rather I pity, 
the Government of India for having postponed my Bill to r^eal the 
Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1908, to another date. It is comiitg on 
the 17th of this month. T sliould have thought that Government had a 
grain of common sense. Why did Government originally fix the 3rd 
instant as the non-olRcial day for Bills ? While the ballot box was 
placed on the table outside the Chamber, and while most of us signed 
onr names in the numbered list, suddenly a faiwa comes in in the mime 
of the Governor General to the effect that the non-official day has been 
changed from the 3rd to the 24th. I submit that either the Governor 
General has not discharged his responsibility or that ho is incompetent 
to discharge his responsibility, because, why was it done on the day w-hen 
tlie ballot box was placed on the table for Members to sign their names 
in that register. That shows the incompetency of the Governor General 
and his advisors, Avhether they are the wdiolo Executive Council or only 
one Member is involved in it. 

Sir, I told the Honourable Member that he would create in a year or 
so public enemy No. 4 in the matter of legislating for contempt of Courts. 
lil95IiAD 
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Only yesterday, I got from my esteemed friend, Mr. 0. Y. Chintamani, a 
copy of an editorial which was published about certain contempt of 
Court created through an article in his paper. We, who belong to the 
eastern part of India, were surprised at the punishment of that great 
editoPj Mr. Tushar Kanti Ghosh of the Amrita Bazar Fatrika m'Iio was 
punished by the High Court of Calcutta for a slight error, which may be 
called contempt of (.'ourt. Sir, I am not a lawyer and 1 am not afraid 
of speaking out boldly even against the Indian High Courts which are at 
present functioning as part of the executive Government. The I. C. S. 
men are going to be High Court Judges perpetually,—so it is provided in 
the Government of India Act. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur liahim) ; The Honour¬ 
able gentleman is perhaps wandering far away from the Bill. 

Mr. B. Das : Yes, Sir, but I am giving the necessary advice as to 
what will come next year. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim) : There are 
other Honourable Members who desire to speak on the Bill itself. 

' M!r. B. Das : So, Sir, I have no hope from this Government or the 
High Courts. The High Courts have fallen in my estimation and in the 
estimation of the Indian public, because they do not administer justice 
and they misrepresent justice in India and identify themselves with the 
executive. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim) : The Chair will 
not allow the Honourable Member to make the.se reflections on the High 
Courts. 

Mr. B. Das : Sir, what this Government want is permanent protec¬ 
tion. They have got it through the Government of India Act in tlio 
shape of .safeguards. And, only three days ago, the Honourable the 
Finance Member said that an indiistry which recpiired permanent pro¬ 
tection had no right to exist. I would repeat the .same admonition ; I 
would say that a Government which wants permanent ami j)crpetual 
protcctioh, whether by means of .safeguards or by means of Ordinance 
Bills or Press Laws, has no right to exist, and. therefore, 1 ask them to 
get out of this country. 

Dr. B. D. Dalai (Nominated Non-Official) : Sir, in supporting the 
motion moved by the Honourable the Home Member to take into con¬ 
sideration the Criminal Law Amendment Bill, I desire to refer to some 
of the general considerations of the Bill ; and, in doing so. I shall occupy 
the attention of this Honourable House for only a few minutes. In the 
first place, I congratulate the Honourable the Home Member on bringing 
forward this Bill in the interests of public security and tranquillity—in 
the interests of the peaceful development of the country and the liberty 
of the action of individuals in the political, social, and economic sphere. 
This Bill proposes to replace the Criminal Law Ajnendment Act of 1932, 
which is due to expire on the 18th December, 1935. Sir, I confess that 
this Bill has evoked a good deal of oiiposition from the Honourable 
Members opposite, and 1 am conscious that more dissentient voices will be 
raised. But I submit that all legislation is unpopular with somebody ; 
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and Honourable Members must be aware of the most salutary measures 
denounced as iniquitous at the time of their introduction and of the 
Government savagely abused for the passing of the Acts, which were 
afterwards extolled and applauded as their principal title to fame. 

^^w, Sir, I shall just say one word as regards the Civil Dis¬ 
obedience Movement, and I shall then pass to an important item, namely, 
the control of the press. 

Sir, I respectfully ask, does any right-minded Indian desire to return 
to the dreadful conditions of 1930 Civil Disobedience Campaign, namely, 
the horrible carnage and bloodshed of Cawnpore, the ghastly tragedies at 
Sholapur, the dislocation of trade and business, hartals, frenzied appeals 
to boycott and obstruction, raids on salt pans, the looting and burning of 
foreign goods, corrupting frontier tribes, murder, rape and arson ? If 
there is on»* thing which the ])eople of India desire, it is to be saved from 
the horrors of 1930. The Congress has time and again declared that the 
(Uvil Disobcdieiiee ^Movement may be revived any time, the object being 
to destroy the law, jiiid to paralyse and coerce the Government, and to 
intimidate and coerce those individuals who do not agree with the Con¬ 
gress. The behaviour of the extremists cannot be depended upon. The 
Civil Disobedience Movement was .started for the second lime on quite 
inadequate grounds ; and if these powers are relaxed, it is just possible 
that the Civil Disobedien(‘e Movement may ho started for the third time. 
Further, Mr. (laudhi. Leader of the (^mgress, has time and again declared 
that Civil Disobedience is with liim an article of faith. Furthermore, 
four or five days back, on the 5th September, my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Satyamurti, Secretary of the Congress Party, solemnly admitted that 
Civil Di.sol)edience would never be abandoned. For these reasons I have 
reluctantly come to the conclusion that it is unwise to omit from the new 
lA.ct the sections which exjiressly refer to the Civil Disobedience Move¬ 
ment—this subversive movement, which is the denial lo democracy, an 
enemy of freedom, and an obstacle to reform. 

Sir, T submit that no innocent law-abiding person has any reason to 
fear the effect of the provisions of this Bill ; and the honest and well- 
conducted press has nothing to fear from this Bill. These powers are 
necessary owing to proved ineffectiveness of the existing law. Prosecu¬ 
tion for'sedition is a slow, complicated, elaborate proceeding, and even 
when a conviction is obtained, it is obtained against a man of straw. 
The editor, who actually directs and inspires the policy of the paper and 
who wTites seditious articles, sits quietly, easily, safely, and comfortably 
in the background. Of course Government can publish a contradiction 
in a communique, but the mischief is already done by the original false 
statement or insinuation. Sir, the consistent policy of Government has 
been to maintain the Indian press as free from control as possible ; but 
circumstances have compelled Government to impose or to re-impose 
executive control. The liberty to print attacks on Government, to 
impute evil motives to Government, to incite to refusal to pay or to acts 
of violence—this liberty is surely not the trae freedom of the pr^. 
ATuch has been said as to restricting and curbing and curtailing the 
liberty of the press ; but I submit that liberty is more easily destroy^ 
by those who abuse it than by those who restrict it. I confess that the 
Indian press* especially the vernacular press, has played a very important 
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part in creating public opinion and interest in political affairs amongst 
the masses. But a great deal of mischief that has been created is due to 
the vapourings and vagaries of the vernacular press. Lawlessness, com¬ 
munal bias, hatred between the different communities, Hindu-Mosleni 
riots, all these are mostly due to the vernacular press. The Indian 
National Congress is admittedly the strongest and best organised political 
force in India ; and the Congress has unquestionably succeeded in rousing 
the masses. This success is mainly due to the vernacular press. Tliere 
is no doubt that in the past a torrent of misrepresentation, perversion, 
and sheer invention has poured from the vernacular press ; and the ver¬ 
nacular newspapers have encouraged the spirit of lawlessness by praising 
to the skies every manifestation of defiance of the law ; what is more they 
have stimulated the lower passions of their readers by every means rang¬ 
ing from salacious advertisement to the condonation of murder. Now, 
Sir, with your permission, T shall refer to the bomb explosion in the 
Legislative Assembly (^haniber at New Delhi. That dastardly outrage 
was perpetrated on the 8th April, 1929. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa ^'Allahal)nd and dlmnsi Divisions : Non-Miihai».i- 
madan Rural) : Can that be prevented by tliis Bill ? 

Dr. S. D. Dalai : JVly cousin—Sir Bamonji Dalai was seriously injured 
as a result of that bomb explosion. Holding strongly as T do the view 
that the Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1932 has exerted a powerful 
deterrent influence and in view’ of what has happened to my family, I. 
regard the. press provisions with much gratification, because I am con¬ 
vinced that the idea of that Delhi bomb explosion was nurtured as a 
result of seditious writings. 

Now’, Sir, wdth yonr permission, T shall state very briefly liowr seditious 
writings become disseminated in rural areas. T was one of Secretary of 
State's doctors for plague duty in India, and one of my duties was to 
carry on rat-destruction as a measure against plague. So in the even¬ 
ings I had to supervise the laying of rat-poison baits in the houses of 
villagers. During tliose rounds many a time I saw large numbers of 
villagers assembled in the open air, or in a village school, or at the village 
chavdi ; and to those crowrds articles from vernacular newspapers were 
read loudly by some one of the audience, and then they were criticised. 
I need hardly point out that at those meetings disaffection against the 
British Raj in India was fostered ; and T need hardly add that seditious 
writings are the poisonous seed, which must sometimes fall upon the soil 
of immature or discontented minds, and that from such root in due course 
springs the impulse, which drives human beings to ruthless and shame¬ 
less crime and invests it with the false halo of self-sacrifice. 

Sir, I submit that every sensible, reasonable, and right-thinking per¬ 
son will agree that these weighty considerations T have briefly indicated 
prove the necessity for this Bill and establish its justification. I am 
strongly of the opinion that some such legislation as is now before this 
Honourable House is absolutely necessary in order to resist the forces 
which would create a state of anarchy and chaos, and in order to bring to 
fruition the policy of Government to hand over to the future Govern¬ 
ment a working administration in such a manner that the transfer of 
command shall be a transfer of power and not of weakers ; and I 
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earnestly, with all the force and conviction of which I am capable, 
appeal for the support of all Honourable Members, who have at heart the 
peace, jvelfare, and happiness of the people of this country. (Cheers.) 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta (Chittagong and Kajshahi Divisions : 
Non-Muhuinmadan Rural) : Mr. President, in discussing the Bill 
bcdore us, the first and the foremost question is what is the occasion, 
what is the necessity, what is the scope and what is the object of this 
Bill. The Honourable the Home Member has told us that the occasion 
IS this : tJie (Jriminal Law Amendment Act of 1932 will expire in 
Deccml»ci*, 1935. The Government of India propose, by this Bill, to 
continnc certain of the provisions of that Act in a permanent form, 
and he tohl us that this legislation is a safeguard against the four 
menaces of terrorism, communalism, Communism and the Civil Dis¬ 
obedience Movement. The question which I ask Honourable Members 
of this House to consider is this : is it really a hona fide excuse—these 
four grounds that have been made the foundation of the proposed 
iegislalion ? If it is really intended to perpetuate the provisions of 
the Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1932, it is necessary to see Avliat 
that Bill was. Was that Bill for fighting these three menaces, terro¬ 
rism. communalism and Communism ? It would appear from an exa- 
minatioii of tlie Act of 1932 that that Act had nothing to do with the 
terrorist movement, or, for that matter, with communist movement or 
with communalism. The Act of 1932 was based on the provisions of 
(Irdinance No. 10 of 1932. That was an Ordinance, the preamble of 
which says : 

“ Whereas an ciiiergeuey has arisen whkh makes it necessary to confer special 
powers upon the Government for the purpose of maintenance of law and order.'' 

Tliat was in April, 1932. We must remember what was that emer¬ 
gency. Was it (-'ommunism or was it communalism, or, for the matter 
of tliat, can it he said that that emergency was terrorism ? We all 
know what that emergency was. That emergency was the Civil Dis¬ 
obedience Movement of 1932. To say that terrorism was the emer¬ 
gency is to say something which is absolutely meaningless. What 
is tlie meauiijg of emergency ? Emergency means a sudden occurrence, 
a sudden appearance, an unexpected occurrence, something which 
unexpectedly happens is a matter of emergency. Can it be said that 
the terrorist movement was an emergency which occurred in 3932 t 
Sir, the terrorist movement has been going on in this country for a 
long number of years, and there was already in the provinces emergency 
legislation existing to fight the terrorist movement. Therefore, Sir, 
it is quite obvious that the terrorist movement was not one of the 
objects for enacting the Act of 1932. We all know, Sir, that when 
that Ordinance of 1932 expired in December, Government thought it 
necessary to replace it by the Act of 1932, which it is now proposed 
to perpetuate. Now, Sir, what did the Honourable the Home ATember 
in eharge of the Bill say when this Act of 1932 was enacted ? It was 
stated in the Statement of Objects and Reasons appended to that 
measure—I am quoting the exact words : 

Tha^the organisers of the Civil Disobedience Movement have not yet abandoned 
their attempt to paralyse the Government and to coerce law-abiding citizens.” 

That was the avowed justification for the necessitv for the Act 
of 1932. There was no mention made at that time of the terrorist 
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movement. We need not labour this point. When the then Home 
Member moved for reference of the Bill to the Select Committee, he 
said this : 

“ The objects of the Bill wore to deal with the manifestations of the Civil Dis¬ 
obedience Movement and, in particular, to deal with certain forms of intimidation, 
particularly picketing and boycotting, with certain matters connected with unlawful 
associations and with control of the press. On the foundation of this Bill which is 
before the House, which was intended to apply to manifestations of the Civil Dis¬ 
obedience Movement which are apt to occur throughout India, various Local Govern¬ 
ments have also introduced supplementary legislation in their local Councils, legisla¬ 
tion which appears in general, though of a more drastic character than the proposals 
before this House, to be receiving the approval of the local Councils.” 

Later on, at another place, the Home Member said : 

** We were pressed, however, very strongly from many quarters to impose a 
time limit on these provisions which are admittedly exceptional provisions, admittedly 
drastic provisions ; and, in deference to those views, we have agreed to put a time 
limit of three years on the Bill. We may hope that by the cud of that time, the 
futility, the waste of effort, the injury to the country, both moral and economic, caused 
by civil disobedience, will have been fully appreciated, and the negative, destructive, 
non-co-operating mentality which, under the influence of success or supposed success, 
has been flourishing so long will have been finally discredited ; and when it has been 
discredited, then, Sir, let this Bill lapse. In any case within three ye.ars we hope 
that the decision as to the continuance or discontinuance of these provisions will lie 
111 other hands than ours.” 

So, apart from the other things which lie said about the Eiilility, 
from his own point of view, of the Civil Disobedience Movement, here 
was a clear declaration made that as soon as the Civil Disobediciiee 
Movement will disappear, the Bill will lapse. That was the idea given 
to us, so that there is no manner of donbt that all the grounds Jiow 
urged in justification of this measure are merely an after-thought. 

Then, Sir, about the Civil Disobedience Movement, the Honourable 
the Home Member in a somewhat half-hearted manner said that be¬ 
cause Civil Disobedience declined, some of the drastic provisions have 
been dropped in this Bill. He referred to three menaces ; he did not 
like to call the fourth menace or danger by any name ; but, all the 
same, later on in his speech he made it perfectly clear that he wanted 
to fight four dangers by this Bill including the Civil Disobedience 
Movement. Now, Sir, the Civil Disobedience Movement, whether it 
has been suspended temporarily or abandoned for all time to come, the 
st(Tn fact remains that it is no longer in force at the present moment, 
but it lias been stated, in justification of some of the provisions, that 
in the near future the Civil Disobedience Movement might possibly be 
revived. T wonder whether that can be made a ground for the enact¬ 
ment of this drastic legislation in anticipation of some future trouble 
and for making the emergency legislation permanent. Therefore, Sir, 
all the four grounds mentioned, namely, terrorism. Communism, com- 
munalism and Civil Disobedience Movement, cannot be held to be valid 
for the enactment of this measure. T shall discuss the question of terro¬ 
rism later on, but for the moment I am merely trying to show that terro¬ 
rism cannot be made the ground for the perpetuation of these provisions. 
Now, Sir, admittedly, so far as the terrorist movement is goncemed. 
the nrecise position of the Government is this, that there has been a 
definite imnrovement in the position, but only it is said that recruit- 
im nt is still going on, but where recruitment is going on is not stated. 
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One fact, however, has been admitted, and that is, the i>osition has 
improved considerably. These are the two facts so far as tlie Civil 
Disobedience Movement is concerned,—^namely, it has declined very 
considerbuly compared with the movement of 1932 when this Act wa.s 
enacted. This is one fact,—and the other fact is, that those provisions 
which it is proposed to perpetuate were not intended to fight terrorism. 
In view of these facts, it is very difficult to understand why terroi-isni 
should be made a ground for the perpetuation of these provisions. 

Sir, the third ground given is eommunalism. That is again a 
question which I shall discuss later on. Is it, I ask, a bona fide ground 
for the enactment of these provisions ? The argument that to fight 
eommunalism, an emergency legislation, a drastic l^^lation, a coercive 
legislation .should be enacted, is something which it is very difficult to 
appreciate, and eommunalism is not an emergency. Can anybody say 
with any reason or plausibility that this evil of eommunalism has been 
a sudden unexpected occurrence t Whatever the character of com- 
munalism may be,—the question as to who are responsible for it, and 
how it should be remedied, apart from all these questions,—com- 
rnunalism cannot, by any stretch of imagination, be said to be an 
emergency. 

There is another argument that has been put forward, and that is 
that this Bill is for the benefit of the new Government that is coming. 
This is a point which has been dealt with by many of my Honourable 
friends, and I shall not repeat all they have said. But let me say only 
this. Tt appears that all this argument for the benefit of the new 
Goveniment that is coming is merely sheddinsr crocodile tears. It is 
.fust po.ssible—I do not know, but it is just possible that it may be a 
bribe offered, an attempted bribe offered to those gentlemen who are 
likely |o be in power in the new Government. “ Book here, you are 
goinjf to be Ministers, and, therefore, this Bill is for your benefit.” 
Whether those gentlemen will fall a prey to that temptation, I do not 
know ; but when the new Governments come, they will have their own 
rje«'is1atures and there will be ample opportunity for any sort of legis¬ 
lation that they may find necessary, and I do not see why this legisla¬ 
tion should be undertaken in anticipation. That, again, is not a 
bona fide excuse ; it is a mala fide excuse. 

Then, the argument was that this is for the benefit of the voiceless 
millions. That is an argument which we are already accustomed to 
hear—^that whatever this bureaucratic Government do, that is done for 
the benefit of the voiceless millions of this country, because they claim 
that they are the trustees of the people. The real object of this legisla¬ 
tion has, however, come out in the last part of the speech of the 
Honourable the Home Member where he says that the object of this 
legislation is not to crush the spirit of nationalism in this country. 

1 say, that is the real object, there the real motive of this Bill has 
come out, because it is well known that language is intended not to 
give expression to thoughts, but to conceal them. And if we judge this 
declaration by that standard, then we can appreciate the real motive 
for this legislation—^that is to crush the spirit of nationalism. For 
instance, what is this provision about picketing ? As I understand 
section 7, it is merely a device to prev’cnt propaganda for Swadeshi 
in the interests of British trade by penalising even peaceful picketing. 
That is the old story of exploitation. Therefore, I say that the real 
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policy undez'lying this legislation is to crush the spirit of nationalism 
and the Congress movement and Congress mentality. That is the real 
object and underlying policy of this Bill. 

Now, I shall examine the three grounds, one after another. Let 
me take, first of all, the ground of terrorism. The problem which the 
Honourable the Home Member seeks to solve is the problem of 
terrorism. The question is, how to solve this problem. The lloiioii]- 
able the Home Member's solution is the repressive, coercive, drastic mea¬ 
sures which have been proposed in this Bill. Therefore, the question 
arises, is that a . sovereign remedy for terrorism ? It has been admitted, 
times without number, by different Provincial Governments and by tlie 
Central Government also, that repressive legislation alone will not do 
and other measures are necessary. The question is, what are those 
other measures, and whetlier those measures have been tried and 
adopted. Before you cure a disease, you must know what tin* real 
malady is. Before we deal with this problem of terrorism, we must 
know what are the root causes of terrorism, what is the genesis of 
terrorism, what is the psychology of this revolutionary movement. 
Wc must know what is the inner thought-current of this revolu¬ 
tionary party. That must be known. Has the Honourable the Home 
Member ever cared to bestow his anxious consideration over this ques¬ 
tion ? Tlierc are two things which I want to know from the Tlonour- 
able the Home Member before he can expect our support to this Bill. 
What is his diagnosis, what is this revolutionary movement due to, what 
has made this party a revolutionary party ? What are those circum¬ 
stances, political, economic, or administrative, which have made this 
party a revolutionaiy party t Have those causes been investigated 
and ascertained ? We have got in this country any number of com¬ 
mittees and commissions appointed for investigating into several pro¬ 
blems, political, administrative and financial, but have the Government 
cared to have a committee of officials and non-officials to find out ihc 
real root causes of this movement and to prescribe remedies for it ! 
That is the que.stion of que.stions. So far as I am concerned, I say that 
repression is not only not the remedy for terrorism, but T say that 
repression is, oji the contrary, the exciting cause of terrorism. My 
diagnosis is simple, is incredibly simple. T can describe the root causes 
of terrorism in two small words, that is,—hunger for food and hunger 
for freedouL one economic, and the other, political. The teri'orists 
want food, they want freedom. Give them food, give them freedom, 
and terrorism will vanish from this country as darkness vanishes at 
the approach of dawn. I do not care either for food. Give us free¬ 
dom. and we shall take care of our food. You cannot satisfy a iruin^s 
hunger for freedom merely by repressive legislation and depriving 
hin> of bis personal liberty. Yon eannot satisfy a nation^s hunger for 
food by de])riving them of all their resources and impoverishing them 
from day to day. Therefore, the two root causes of this revolutionary 
movement are, causes political and causes economic. So far as the poli¬ 
tical causes are concerned, the position is this. India wants self- 
government. The desire for freedom is burning within the hearts of 
the Indians. Once the fire of freedom is kindled, no human power 
can extinguish it my methods, either violent or non-violent, by repres¬ 
sive legislation or otherwise. Sir, you can control the body of man, 
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you cannot possibly control the mind of man. God-given desire for 
freedom cannot be effaced or impaired by man-made laws. England 
has lost America, England has lost Ireland, because of this policy of 
repression. History teaches us that the policy of repression is bound 
to fail in the long run. You may crush the spirit of some people for 
all time, you may crush the spirit of all the people for some time ; but 
you cannot crush the spirit of all people for all time, either by repres¬ 
sive legislation or otherwise. This inwardness of the situation iouni: 
have been perfectly obvious to British statesmen, and, therefore, they 
gave jjromises and pledges of self-government and responsible Govern¬ 
ment to India from time to time. That explains the annoiineements 
made from time to time, but unfortunately they were mere pledges 
or promises. The history of British India is an unbroken record of 
broken pledges and broken promises—promises ke]>t to the ear, but 
broken to the hope. It was Lord I^ytton, T believe, who said once that 
there are two courses open to the Britishers—either to act up to th(‘ir 
promises or to cheat Indians. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : They preferred tlu^ latter. 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta : .and he confessed as suggested 

I i)y my friend, Mr. Sri Prakasa, that he chose 

I lie latter course. The Morley-Minto reforms 
cheated India, the Montagu-Chelmsford reforms cheated India, and, I am 
sure, I voice the feeling of the whole of India when T say that the new 
Goveriiinont of India Act of 1935 is another glaring instance of cheat¬ 
ing and fj'aud. Never was a greater breach of faith and a greater 
breach of promise committed by one nation with respect to another 
nation. TIoju-s encouraged and hopes blasted result iii inevHable 
disaster. They produce their own inevitable effect upon the impros- 
sionabh* minds of impatient and impetuous youths. That, I say, is the 
genesis of the revolutionary movement in the country. That is the 
nolilieal side of the matter. Then, there is the economic side. Wh.at 
has been the financial policy of the British Government in India 1 
That policy has been,—India for England, not India for India. The 
exploitation of India has been the guiding policy of their administra¬ 
tion. Tn the well known words of Lord Cnrzon, exploitation and ad¬ 
ministration go hand in hand. That was the cynical admissioii of a 
great Viceroy. Indian industries have been sacrificed at the altar of 
British industries. India is governed by policy dictated from 
Lancashire, and, if any policy is laid down here in India, it is foriunlat- 
ed in places like Clive Street in Calcutta and other such places. India 
has been bled white,—bled white, not as a matter of accident, but as 
0 matter of deliberate policy. Life and livelihood have been mi- 
dangered. The result is acute unemployment. The problem is the 
problem of bread. The average annual income of an Indian is not 
even Rs. 40 now. There are hundreds and thousands of people in 
India who do not have even two meals a day. There are hundreds 
and thousands of graduates who are starving. A first class M. A. can 
be had for Rs. 40 a month. I say, these are the contributory causes 

the revolutionary movement. That is what His Excellencv the 
Vicerov said in July, 1934, at a meeting of the European Association in 
Calcutta. Tie said : 

*• But there is another aspect of the Terrorist movement, whieh I think it is 
important to. bear in mind. It is a fact that at the present time we have too many 





730 


LEOISLATIVB AS8XMBLY. 


[10th Sep. 1936. 


[Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta.] 

young men and women paaeing out from the Universities with B.A. at the end of 
theii names, and too few positions for them to look forward to when they want to 
start, on their career of public service. The result is that the lack of occupation 
produces in their minds feelings of disgust, despair and resentment with the result 
that they fall an easy prey to the leaders of this movement who lurk in the background 
and use them at the most susceptible time of their lives to carry out their nefarious 
designs. ’ ’ 

I would ask one question of the Honourable the Home Member. Is he 
l^repared to say that these political causes and these economic forces have 
not contributed to the development of the revolutionary movement in this 
country ? My case is that terrorism is the inevitable result of the political 
and economic forces which 1 have described. He must be a quack who 
docs not diaprnose the real inner remedy, but only prescribes external 
application, calculated to bring only temporary relief. It may be said 
that these are causes applicable to the whole of India, and I may be 
asked why the origin and deYelo])meiit of terrorism is in a great degree 
confined to iny provin(*e of 13engal. That is a question which I feel I 
owe it to my own province as well as to the Government and to the 
Honourable Members of this House to explain—^as to why it is that this 
movement of terrorism is more rampant in Bengal than in any other 
province. My answer to this question is this. Terrorism was born in the 
anti-partition agitation of Bengal. That is my ease, and I hope that, 
in the final speech of the flonourable the Home Member, he will express 
his own opinion on this subject—whether that is a correct view of the 
position or not. My case is that it was born in the anti-partition agita¬ 
tion of Bengal in 1906. There was practically no terrorism in my pro¬ 
vince before the partition. The partition lacerated the heart of Bengal, 
and there was an agitation unparalleled in the history of this country, 
both in volume and in intensity. It must be remembered that that agita¬ 
tion v/as not an unconstitutional agitation in the beginning. It was a 
constitutional agitation, but the agitation went on unheeded for half a 
decade. I say half a decade with the utmost precision. Now, this agita¬ 
tion, Sir, gave birth to the Swadeshi movement. At the time of the decla¬ 
ration of this partition, Bengal declared the boycott of British goods as 
a protest against the partition. For half a decade, British statesmanship 
remained adamant and obdurate. That was the inception of the revo- 
linionary movement. But this movement was then only in a nebulous 
condition ; it might have been nipped in the bud by a tactful and sympa¬ 
thetic handling. But the Government, in their intoxication of power, mis¬ 
managed the situation and bungled, and probably bungled advi.sodly. 
They initiated a policy of repression, a policy of counter-terrorism, a policy 
oF legalised terrorism, to meet that agitation ; they initiated a policy of 
ruthless repression which, instead of pouring oil over troubled waters, 
added fuel to the fire. Sir, it was a small cloud no bigger than a man^s 
hand then. T am speaking of this terrorism as it was in the beginning ; 
but the Government’s repression contributed to its extension and ex]man¬ 
sion. Sir, I wish to refer to some of the acts of repression that were 
practised then. There was the Bands Mataram Circular, there was the 
Ri.slfw Circular, and there was the crop of repressive circulars which 
followed them, there were the Regulation lathis which were not only 
brandished in the streets of East Bengal, but actually showered upon the 
devoted heads of the promoters of the Swadeshi movement ; there was 
tlie deyiortation of our most-respected leaders, including even ‘ Srijut 
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Aswini Kiimar Dutt of hallowed memory and Babu Krishna Kumar 
Mitra. So far «ts Babu Krishna Kumar Mitra is concerned, Sir, well, lie 
was the prince of moderates. T do not think there ha^ been any man or 
a politician whose views on politics are so moderate as were those of 
Babu Krishna Kumar Mitra. He was one of the men deported, because 
lie took part in the constitutional agitation against the partition. Sir, 
the unjust persecution and prosecution of many true sons of Bcr.gal, 
llie ])reposterous sentences which were usually passed in w’hat were known 
as Swadeshi cases staggered humanity and they staggered even a man 
like Fj(ird Morley himself ! The letting loose of Gurkha soldiers upon the 
people of Backergunj and other districts of Bast Bengal, the game of 
divide and rule, the doctrine of the favourite w'ife, not only preached 
with jwnical frankness, but translated into action, not for the sake of the 
favoured, hot with a sinister design, the indiscriminate and wanton house 
seai'ches and arrests and shadowing of respectable and innocent gentlemen 
by the police, the breaking up of social service leap^ues and beneficent 
all tliesi* put a very serious strain upon the loyalty of our people. 
They staggered ; they paused ; they rubbed their eyes, and wondered 
if tiiey were in the twentieth century under the enlightened British rule. 
They groaiu'd ; they became silent ; the\" became sullen too. But there is 
still something more to account for the appearance of this revolutionary 
])arty. All the ('xeeutive Zahardmtisms were not considered sufficient 
to crush the rising iiew^ spirit—a spirit which any national Gover'inient 
would liave guided, encouraged, fostered and directed into a right channel. 
But the angiy Bureaucracy summoned the subservient Legislature to forge 
the most reactionary and most repressive measures one after another. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Does the 
Honourable Member propose to continue for some time longer ? 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta : Yes, Sir. 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : In that case, 
the Chair will adjourn the House till half past tw^o. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Tw'o of the 
Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the 
Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) in the Chair. 


MEMBER SWORN. 

Mr. Husenbhai Abdullabhai Laljee, M.L.A. (Bombay Central Divi¬ 
sion : Muhammadan Rural). 


THE CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL—confd. 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta : Sir, before the House adjourned for 
Lunch. I was describing the ruthless repression that was going on in 
Bengal and also how that repression gave birth to terrorism and how 
it gave food to terrorism. The legislative enactments were hurled at us 
with the rapidity of shote from a machine-gun. First came the Seditious 
Meetings Act, which was passed in 1907. That shrewd statesman, Dr. 
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he had ever any hi- i 

tmmW ? seditious meetings, but. with the iin.«rring vision Jf a tn'!' 
^ ^ nioasiiro was oaleuIatcHl to drivp ! 

no\!rotp*”e<nirv?ir*amn^^^^ projihet was not honouml 

I ’•"‘I ‘he inoa-sure was passed. In 1908 the Hiu-... 

raey had the Newspaper Ineitement OffeneU .\et. pa-Jj. I„ that ^ ’ 

he> wanted to do away with all our a.v.soeiatioiis which were doing service 
to llu* country, ;uk 1 the rriiniiial Law Aiucndiiicnt Act was passed. Tht» 
next link in that iMtcriniiiahlc chain of cruel Icirislation was the [iidiiin 
j'ress Act which was passed in 19J0. In wc had another Criminal 

laiv' Aimnidnient Aet passetl for the ininishnient of eriininal conspiracie.s. 
The last thon*?h not the least was tlie Didenet* of India Aet which was 


tias.'-cfl in IDlo. Then followed other refire.ssive (enactments. There were 
so many repressive leirislntlons crowded in sii(*li a short |)eriod that if 
must he nnparallel in tlie history of the civilized world. I wonder if 
British statesmanship thoiij^ht it could sow wliirlwind and yet could 
reap a prood harvest. I wonder if they realised that the discontent whicli 
wa.s already dee]) was bein" driven deeper, and that it would, accordiiij-t 
to the imnnitablo laws of human nature, find its own outlet in some other 


ehanriel. It is always danj'crous to sit on tiie safety valve. Sir, my casf» 
is that there was repression in Bengal when tln^n* was none in other jiro- 
vinees. Hundreds of yoiinsrinen were interned dnrin" a period whim thme 
was practically no internment in other provinces. This explains why 
terrorism made its first api)earance in my provitici* as compared to other 
provinces. It is certainly not a matter of accident. Nobody will say 
that there is anythimr perverse in tlie human nature of Benj^al. I do 
claim, without any disrespect to any other ])ro\ince. that tiie Ben]f^dl?o^ 
are one of the finest people on the face of the earth. Their civilization, 
their culture, their educational and relij^ious advancement, their tradi¬ 
tional cult of non-violence liave won admiration all the wwld over. There¬ 


fore, I say. fliere is notliin^ particularly offensive or ])erverse in the soil 
of Benpral and I say that it is not without any particular rea.sou tlmt 
there should be reenideseenee of terrorism there rather than in other pro¬ 
vinces. In B^^nfral, ajrain, all districts are not eipiallv affected. There is 
always a certain proportion between the deprree of rej)re.ssion and the 
decree of terrorism. The greater the repression, the ^?reater the terrorism. 
Indeed, they act mutually as caiLSe and effect. Take the several district.s 
of Benf?al Von will find that terrorism has thrived most in those 
districts where repression was the prreatest. Chittagong, Midnapore and 
Dacca may be cited in support of my contention. So far as Midnapore' is 
concerned, the repression was the greatest there during the Civil Dis¬ 
obedience Movement. INIr. Griffiths is not hero, otherwise, T am sure, he 
would have borne me out that repression was ruthless in the district of 
Midnapore, and that explains, Sir, that terrorism is greater in Midnapore 
than in many other districts. I have not yet fully explained why terro¬ 
rism came first in Bengal. Bengal received the fir.st and foremost shock 
in the struggle for freedom. It was in Bengal where the movement for 
political emancipation w^as first started. The Swadeshi movement was 
started there, the boycott movement was started there, and in fact, 
Bengal gave the signal, and the battle for freedom began in India. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti (Madras City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : I 
rise on a point of order, Sir. T find that neither the Home Member nor 
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tilt* Home yeeretary is in his seat. Is it fair to this House, when a debate 
of first class importance is going on, that the Department should bo 
unrepresented ? We know that it makes no difference whether they are 
)ien* or not. 

An Honourable Member : The Leader of the House is here. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Leader of the llou.,**. : Is 
llit'n* any rule that all of us should l)e here when we know that the dis- 
( iis'.ion will la.st another three days and wlien we know pe’feetly well 
that wdiatevtM* has been .^aid will he reportorl to f!i * Home Mfinber. Tie* 
Ilonte Mejiiher will I^e Inu’e in a few’ iriniites. 

Mr. President (The llmiourahh* Sir Abdur Kahiiu) : The lloriour- 
al)h» Hemlau* in charge of the motion oughl lo be here. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : As a matter of fact, tlie 
Home IVIemlxM* will he here in a few’ minutes. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; Lveti ihe Home Seeretary is not here. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : From Secretaries up to 
chapra^si'^ an* jiot wanted. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: So the Honourc'ihle Member puts Setretaiies 
and till' ehaprassis in 1)u* same category I 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Tlie Honourable Me?n[)er 
.setms to l)e earric'd away by ♦*nthusiasm. The Secretary of the HoiU.* 
Deparlment is a Alcinher of the Council of State, and not of this House. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Tht're is just one gentleman silting behind the 
I Italic Member. I do not know* who lie is. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Tlnw are all gentlemen. 
The gentleman sitting behind the Home .Member is hot the Home 
Seel etary. 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta : N it du* ease of tin* Honourable Member 
that Secretaries are merely ehaprassis ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : If that is your const ruction, 
hv all means ])lease yourself. 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta : 1 was just now’ speaking. Sir, of the 
hegiiining of the battle for freedom in Bengal. 1 was saying that at 
first it was a coii.stitiitional fight. 

I At this stage, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Raliirn'^ 
vacated the Chair, which was then occupied by Mr. Abdul Matin 
Chaudhnry one of the Panel of Chairmen).] 

Mr. (Miairman, it w’as at first a constitutional fight, but the bureau¬ 
cracy w’ould not tolerate it. Sir, after the partition, the Bengal Pro¬ 
vincial Confereiiee w’as held at Barisal, but that was broken up by Regu¬ 
lation lathis. I hap|)ened to be in that (Conference. TJie breaking up of 
that Conference led to the appearanee, for the first time, of terrorism in 
Hiy province. Repression brought terrorism in its train. T still remember 
the feeling of diseontent and resentment wutli which even tJie most 
moderate leaders of the ])rovince returned from Barisal after the forcible 
dispersal of the Conference. Sir, T still remember those words uttered by 



734 


LBOISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[10th Sep. 1935. 


[Mr. Akhil (’handra Datta.J 

the veteran leader, Mr. Bhnpeiidra Nath Basil, after the dispersal of the 
(’ojiference. The words are still ringing in my ears. Mr. Basu said : 

“ The days of constitutional government are over, the days of i)olice rule have 
dawned.'' 

Now, all this was too inu(*h for the youth of the country. The old people 
continued tli(‘ir old methods of constitutional agitation, but the impetuous 
youth of Bengal, noted for their national trait of eino<i(»n and imagination, 
yielded and sucenmbod. In tracing, therefore, the history of the re\o- 
lutionary movement in Bengal, one cannot forget the breaking up of the 
l^arisal Conference. Now’, Sir, wdiile dealing wdth this aspect of the qut'S- 
lion, I mean the development and continuance of terrorism in Bengal, 
jiiay 1 invite the attention of the House to the vieAvs expressed by one 
who is not an occupant of the Opposition Benches, but by one who now' 
occu])ies a seat as the llononrable the Leader of the House, I mean the 
Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : You w’oiCt find there any- 
tliing to support your view'. 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta : At one place. Sir Nripendra Sircar 
said : 


“ Clothing can bo a surer guarantee for lilling the terrorists with well-founded 
hope arising from the creation of an atmosphere favourable for tlicir activities. The 
Hindus will be justilied in feeling that serious injustice has been done to them, and 
the belief that they cannot have their legitimate share or an eflVctive voice in the 
Legislatures will be a formidable recruiting agency for sw'elling the ranks of 
sympathisers of terrorists.'' 

Then, at page 17)2 of this book, called Sir N. N. SircarSpeeches 
and Pamphlets we find that when he was cross-examining Mr. Villiers, 
th(' President of tlie Knropean Association, in London, he put this 
(picstion : 

“ Am I right in saying that, judging by the members of the movement who have 
been eaptured from time to time by the.se offieials, tlieir view is probably this, that 
the present condition of difficulties is due to a foreign rule, and, therefore, foreign 
rule must be cut off altogether." 

Tliat was the question. 1 am not sure whether there w’as not some 
imi)lication and suggestion conveyed by the question and it was not 
without purpose. The answer was : 

" So far as it is due to any reasoning thought at all, it is definitely due to that. 
In a great measure, these boys are caught while they are absolute youngsters, and 
their emotions .arc worked on until they get into a state of hysteria over a matter 
^\hich is right beyond the scope of reiisoning at all, but so far as reasoning comes in 
at all, you are correct in your statement." 

Meaning thereby the statement contained in the question. 

Another question was like this : 

" Do you think that, if the Bengal Hindu would come to the Legislature, aud 
Iry to work out his salvation through it, that would result in weaning sympathisers of 
terrorists, and isolate the terrorists f " •» 

The answer was this : 

** I think in time that will undoubtedly be the tendency, but 1 think it will take 
a certain amount of time." ' 
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Then, there is another question : 

** May I take it that it follows that if the Bengal Hindua feel that they have a 
legitimate grievance, and they keep away from the Legislature, knowing their posi¬ 
tion, and so on, it will really help disturbaaice and the terrorist movement in 
Bengal 1 ’ ’ 

Tho answer was this : 

“ Any feeling of legitimate grievance on the part of the community would have 
that effect, so far as that community is concerned.'’ 

Then, Sir, in another place, the Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar 
says this : 

“ At fiist siglit, iu» eoiiiioctioii may appear betwi‘(*n the tiiiancial settlement and 
the t<*rror.at moveinont ; but looking below the surface it is fairly obvious that dyarchy 
failed lu Bengal and general discontent and unrest increased, because the Ministers, 
liaMiig no available resources, were unable to achieve anything in furtherance of the 
beueliceiit activities of Government.” 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Quite right. 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta : My Honourable frioiid says, it is quite 
right. T also have cited these passages to show that he is quite right 
and what is right is this that this terrorism is being developed and food 
is being su])plied to these terroi’ists by what has been suggested in these 
questions by the Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar, namely, the injustice 
done to tho ]>eople. 

Noav, Sir, that is about Bengal. I shall not spoak as to the root 
causes of the terrorist movement in the Punjab. I shall, however, say 
only this that, as in Bengal, the partition gives the explanation, so, in 
tlie Punjab, it was the Jallianwalla Bagh massacre which brought into 
existence the terrorist movement there. In this connection, may I call 
the attention of Honourable Members of this House to the attitude of 
Mahatma (Jaiulhi with regard to the question of the massacre of Jallian¬ 
walla Bagh ? Immediately after this massacre, that very year in the 
December following, there was the Amritsar Congress, and, only a few 
days before the Congress, the reforms had been published. The question 
before the Congress was whether those reforms were adequate and 
satisfactory and whether they should be worked. There was a contro- 
vt?rsy and difference) of opinion between the leadei’s, and the attitude 
of Mahatma Gandhi was that they should be worked. lie was for co¬ 
operation as he had all along been ; in fact, he had been even a recruiter. 
That was the position of Mahatma Gandhi at Amritsar in December, 
1919. Tho other leaders were of a different opinion. However, there 
was some settlement between the leaders, and a resolution was passed 
to the effect that the reforms were inadequate, unsatisfactory and dis¬ 
appointing. Mahatma Gandhi was waiting at that time for the report 
of the Hunter Committee about the Jallianwalla Bagh massacre. That 
report was published not very long after in the course of the year 
and that disillusioned Mahatma Gandhi, and the result was that from 
a co-operator he became a non-co-operator. That was the result so 
far as Mahatma Gandhi is concerned. His attitude was influenced by 
the massacre and by the official attitude with resprel to this massacre. 
But younger people went a little further ; they not only became non- 
co-op(‘rators, but went one step further, and some of them became 
terrorists. This being the true genesis of the revolutionary movement, 
I say with regard to this Bill that the proposed legislation is the 

L195LAD D 
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remedy of a quack, not that of a real physician, and it is bound to 
frustrate its own object. This, however, is no matter for speculation, 
but the very fact that this repressive legislation failed in the past for 
so many years to crush the terrorist movement, and the very fact 
that it is now proposed to have a permanent emergency legislation (if 
it is not a contradiction in terms), goes to show and is in fact a con¬ 
fession that repression will not do. Repression will not do and other 
measures must be adopted to meet the situation. Repression may 
prevent major crimes and overt acts for a time as it has prevented major 
crimes, for we have been told that there has been no major crinie for 
some time past in my province, but it cannot purge the body ])olitic of 
the poj.son. 

Now, Sir, the Honourable the Home Member has tf>ld us in his 
speech in support of his claim that the measure should bo made perma¬ 
nent,—that what he ardently desires is a change of lieart on the part 
of the lerrori.sta. I wonder. Sir, if he really and sincerely belic'ves that 
the drastic measures proposed in this Bill are really calculated to bring 
about a change of heart on the part of the terrorists. I do not believe 
that he believes it. If, however, he doe.s really an*! sincerely believe 
that these are measui’cs which will bring about a cluinge of tieart, I 
must say that I cannot credit him with much of imagination and much 
of knowledge and insight into human nature and himu'.ii character. 
So if really that is a bona fide excuse that, in order to tight toirorism, 
these measures are necos.sai'y, I ,say it is bound to fail .nul ■ rannoi 
support this measure on this ground. 

That, l?ir, is about terrorism ; then, there is the question of com- 
muiialism. One word about terrorism, however, I will say here. It 
appears that a certain Bill has been introduced recently,—I do not 
remember exactly if it has been pa.ssed,—in the Bengal Legislative 
Council, the Bengal Public Security Extending Bill of Ifiy-i. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar ; It has been passed without 
a clmsion. 

Sir. Akhil Chandra Datta : That is a Council from which Dr. 
Bancrjee and myself came away after the Lahore decision, leaving the 
field to people whom I shall not describe or cbaractevise. In the State¬ 
ment of Objects and Reasons, it is said : 

“ The Aet was passed to eonfer sj)ecial j)o\vers on the Loeal Government to 
enable it in case of cmorgency to combat activities sulyversive of law and ordt'v or 
prejudicial to the public security fur the suppression of which the ordiii uy powers 
of the Government are inadequate/^ 

Then follows a Statement which is very significant and very im¬ 
portant. It is said : 

“ That such activities may reeur is by no means impossible, and the Ijo<-iil Govern¬ 
ment ifl ot opinion that it would not be prudence to allow the preventive powers con¬ 
ferred by the Act to lapse. ’' 

Here is an admission by the Qoveniment of Bengal that the sub- 
8 pm versive movement has almost died out; but it i» 
said in justification of that measure “ that such 
activities may recur is by no means impossible That is the position. 
On the mere possibility that in the future there may be a recurrence_ 
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the word is “ recur ’’—of the activities—T say it follows liy uecessary 
implication that such activities may not also recur. That is the position 
with respect to the movement of terrorism. As has been admitted, 
times out of number, in this House, the position has improved and 
improved considerably. Under these improved conditions, we are 
aslc^d to {?ive our assent to the Bill to fight the movement of terrorism. 

The next gi'ound on which it is sought to justify this Bill is the 
third menace of communalism. To be frank, I have been requested 
by ihe Honourable the Leader of the Opposition not to dilate upon this 
point, because he will deal with it, and, I dare say, he will deal with it 
far more ably than myself ; and, therefore', out of respect for liim, I 
sliall not deal with this aspect of the (piestion. But I am auxious to 
l)ro\'e one thing, namely, that whatever communal feuds and dissension 
Ihere is—J am now speaking of my own i>iwince, Bengal,—all that had 
been engineered and brought into existence, fostered .'ind fomented by a 
third piirtjr 

An Honourable Member : What is that third party ' 

Mr. Akhi] Chandra Datta : You know that third party. 

Another Honourable Member : It is before us. 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta : There was a riot a1 Chittagong imme- 
(halely after the murder of a certain police officer. Mr. J. M. S(m-Gupta, 
^^hose premature death the whole country mourns, went to Chittagong 
iJiul made an inquiry. After the inquiry, lie came to Calcutta, and, in 
a meeting helti in the Town Hall in Caleutta, he deeb>red substantially 
tn this effect : 

“ I say I take the full rospoiisibihtv of lunkiag this statcuiout : the riot in 
(.'hiilagoiig was eiiginoorod and brought about by the local authorities. Here am I. 

1 make this statement openly. I :iin prepared to prove it ; and if the Government 
lik<- they can prosocute uie and put me on trial.'* 


I 


Thar was a challenge which was never accepted. So that we are per- 
foetly entitled to assume and to proceed on the assumpition Uiat the 
Chittagong riots were the result of the intervention of a third partj-. 
TV.ell, tlioiv wa.s rioting at Dacca in May, 1930. With regard to that, 
tluM’e were two committees whicli made inquiries simultaneously about 
the causes of these riots—one an official comniitteo which w'as presided over 
by Mr. Saehse. The report of that eoiumittee never saw the light of day. 
Tlio reason for non-publication is significant and obvious. There 
was another oomniittee, a Congress Committee—my humble self was the 
President of that Committee. We used to meet each other. The evidence 
that was forfclicoming before us, with regard to those riots, was this : 
that it was brought about by that very same third party. A meeting 
WHS held on the night preceding the riot.s, in the house of a Muhammadan 
gentleman, where the local officials disemssed about the coming riots, and 
Griffiths was there—I know that one Mr. Griffiths of the Indian Civil 
.Service was ilie manager of the Dacca Nawab at that time. (Cries of 
‘‘Shame, shameT do not know whether the Honourable Member 
iroin Jlidnapore was that Mr. Griffiths. But. why. 1 am sure. 
Jo was the gentleman ; and. I thought and hoped that, while he was 
•peaking on communalism, he would throw' more light on the real state 
•f affairs at Dacca. I do not know whether he himself was present and 
■'''^nether he had a share in the matter ; but the evidence that I got as a 
I dS 
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member of that Committee, was that he was also present at that meeting ; 
and here he is now, after coming to the Assembly, preaching a homily on 
communalism and all that. It does not lie in his mouth to make this 
assertion. 

An Honourable Member : Nor in the mouth of his chief ! 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta : With regard to these Dacca riots, I 
know from a reliable source that, just before the riots, two or three days 
before the riots, the Government officials had been told by some people, 
by higher officials, that they should make purchases of provisions for two 
lor throe or five days, because they were told that rioting would be jxoing 
on for some days. Guns, revolvers and arms were taken away from the 
Hindus before tlie riot began. A high official, occupying the position of 
an additional District Judge, gave his evidence before the Sachse Com¬ 
mittee. He deposed to tlie effect that looting was going on before his 
eyes : that the police were talking part in it, that he phoned again and 
again to the Superintendent of Police and Magistrate ; for three days it 
went on and ho phoned and jihoned, but without any response, and no 
police appeared. That is the story of the Dacca riots. There was a 
Hindu-Moslem riot in Comilla. There, again, I have the s^ime story to 

tell. I shall tell only what I know from my own personal ex¬ 

perience. I must admit to our shame, the shame of the Hindus as well as 
the shame of Ihe Muhammadans, that there was that riot. That must be 
admitted. But the point that I am making is that they did not fight 
on their own initiative. That is the whole point. Some people were 
assaulted : there was one man, Baikuntha, whose head was broken : 1 
went myself with some of my friends with that broken head to the District 
Magistrate. Honourable Members of this House will be staggered to 
hear the rejily that T got from the District Magistrate : he said ‘‘ Why 

do you come to me ? Go to Mr. Bepin Chandra Pal.^^ (Cries of 

" Shame Then, there was also the Divisional Commissioner avIio 
came. We wrote to him for giving us relief for provoiting the whole 
thing. He would not take any notice of these thing?. Ijater on, some 
days after, there w’a.s a meeting of officials and non-officials : in the oj)en 
meeting, we took the Commissioner to task for not taking any action 
when these things were brought to his notice. We said : “ You came 
hero from Chittagong on such and such day ; we wr«)lc to you on that 
day ; but you did not take any notice.’’ lie said at first : “ Ob, T did 
not come on that day : I was not here.” Then, one of our friends got 
enraged and said : “ You did come here on that day : you were here.” 
After receiving that snub, he said : “ Well, I might have.” 

Then, Sir, I do not propose to dilate at length on the Mymensingl 
incidents. Mr. G. S. Dutt was the D&trict Magistrate there. He Iriec 
his best to prevent all communal riots, and what was the result ? H< 
was soon transferi?ed. (Cries of Shame, shame ”.) Then cana 
another District Magistrate in his place. He went to the Bar Librari 
and gave an assurance that there would be no Hindu Muslim rioting 
Almost immediately after that assurance was given to the Bar Library 
there occurred one of the worst Hindu-Muslim rio-ts in the district. Thcr 
was^ one poor Sub-Divisional Magistrate, who went and controlled th 
rioting, and wdiat was the result t Like Mr. G. S. Dutt, he was als< 
immediately transferred. (Cries of ** Shame, shame ” from Co 3 igres 
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Party Benches.) Then what followed t A proposal was made by a certain 
Muhammadan gentleman, I think he was the Public Prosecutor, for the 
formation of a reconciliation board to meet the situation. It was proposed 
to Mr. Som, who is now a Member of this Assembly, that he should be a 
member of the reconciliation board. What was the reply of Mr. Soni ? 
Ife said : Well, 1 am in possession of information and evidence that the 
District iMagistrate and the Superintendent of Police are engineering these 
tilings through and in concert with you. You ask me to be a member of 
a committee in which you are taking a leading part ” f That was the 
reply given by him in the open library. The House will be interested 
and pained to hear what followed the next morning. On the following 
morning. Mr. Som was arrested (Cries of “ Shame, shame ” from Congress 
I'arly Ilenches) on the ground that there was a meeting hehl there some 
day.s iK'fore in 'which Mr. Som had taken part and talked about picketing, 
and, therefore, he was arrested and put on trial. The trial went on for 
som (3 time, I tliink it went on for some daj^^, and he was kept in kajat 
lock-up), and from the jail to the Court room, the House will be astonished 
to hear, Mr. Som used to be escorted handcuffed and roped. (Cries of 
Shame, vshamc ” I) (An Hoiiourable Member : Disgraceful.Y) 

(Another Honourable Member : “ It is no surprise to hear it.*') Sir, 

1 am reminded of the fate that overtook Mr. Nagendra Nath Sen, the 
licader of the Khulna Bar, because he was also handculTed and roped. 
There is another youngman of Comilla who received the same treatment, 
llis father is a Member of this House now,—I shall not name him. Now, 
Sir, all this reminds me of a certain observation of the late Swami 
Vivekananda. lie said that some people, after creating the disease, try 
to eure it ; it is the habit of some people to have a lavatory just by 
the side of the bedroom and then call for the physician to cure typhoid. 
Therefore, Sir, these provisions in the Bill are no cure for eomniunalism. 
On the otlier Jiand, we say : ‘‘ Physician, heal thyself ; if you heal thyself, 
if you refrain from fostering and fomenting communal ism, communal 
1 ‘ioting will vanish from this land in no time. (Cheers.) 

Then, Sir, I need not weary the House of emphasising the importance 
and liberty of the press. Sir, I thinlt it was the dictum of Lord Russell, 
one of the most famous Judges of England, who said that liberty of the 
press is nothing more or nothing less than the liberty of every subject of 
His Majesty. In fact, a free press is the rock of people's liberty, and, 
therefore, an attack on the liberty lof the press is an attack on the liberty 
not only of the press, but on the liberty of the whole nation. The press 
is regarded as the fourth estate, one of the four pillars of the State, and 
if there i.s any encroachment on the rights of the press, no patriotic Indian 
can give his support to the measure. 

It is said that responsible Government is coming. Now, responsible 
IiovtTnment and a muzzled press are contradictory in terms. I am not 
I'crc to attribute any sinister design, but who knows that this muzzling 
‘^f the press is not a counterblast to the coming reforms t 

An Honourable Member : It is. 

Mr. Akhil Ohandra l)atta : Where there is responsible Government, 
there must be a free press, and, without a free press, how will you educate 
the electorate ? 14 per cent, of the total population of this country is 
going to be enfranchised, and we must educate the electorate, and that 
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is the function of the press. Now, what is the case of the Honourable 
the Home Member with regard to the press legislation ? He has got a 
very ingenious head. His cajse is this. There were no repressive laws 
or special laws with regard to press in the years 1922 to 1930. During 
this period, there were no special press laws, and the result, according 
to the Honourable the Home jMember, was,—inflammatory writings of 
the worst description in the press in praise of terrorism and terrorist 
murders and also incitement to communal dissensions. That is his case. 
This is one aspect. The other aspect is that in 1926 and 1927 there were 
eommunial riots,—there were communal riots in 1926 in Calcutta, and 
in 1927 there were communal riots in Lahore. On these two premises, 
he comes to the conclusion that the first Press Ordinance of the year 1930 
was the result of these inflammator}' writings and communal riots. Now, 
Sir, I am afraid the Honourable the Home Member thought that the 
Members of this House are what is called a common jury of shopkeepers 
to swallo\\ anything that may he told to them. Are we to believe, Sir, 
that if the i)ress was indulging in such inflammatory writings, not for one 
month or for one year, but from year to year for a period of eight years, 
that the Govornmont had abdicated their rimctions and remained 
silent without talking any action whatsoever ? Bither his statement is 
true, or it is false. If it is false, then the whole case of the Honourable 
the Home Member goes, [f, on the contrary, hi.s case is true, namely, 
that for eight years all these tilings were going on, and the Government 
had taken no steps wliate\er to cheek those things, then I say that tlie 
Government were guilty of abetting by omission. The fact really is that 
the Pre.ss Ordinance of 1930 had nothing to do with the alleged inflam¬ 
matory wTitinga and communal riots of those days. That was obviously 
the result of the Civil Disobedience Movement of 1930. That is the sort 
of reasoning indulged in b}' the Honourable the Home Member in order 
to prop up the repressive prcvss legislation. The whole question that the 
Iloast has got to decide is this. Was the Ordinance of 1930 the result 
of the Civil Disobedience Movement of that year, or was that the result 
of the riots of 1926 and 1927 ? The emergency occurred in 1930, and 
reference is made to what happened five or six years before 1930 ! That 
is the sort of logic followed by the Honourable the Home Member. The 
Honourable Member, in his speech, has quoted the authority of the Local 
Governments ; among others, and more remarkable still, he has quoted 
the authority of the Punjab Government. In this connection, we have 
to remember that at that time the Home Member was in the Punjab 
Government. T do not know who drafted those reports of the Punjab 
Government which have been quoted in extemo by the Honourable the 
Home Member in his speech. (An Hononrahle Member : Himself.'’) 

T only hope that it was not a case of from Philip Drunk to Philip 
Sober. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Which is the drunk period 
and which is the sober period ? (Laughter.) 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta ; Now, Sir, in support of his case, the 
Honourable the Home Member has quoted a Bihar paper. He was asked 
to give the name of that paper, but he wmuld uot give the name. I had 
always thought that Government were unwilling to give out the name‘s 
of their informers and witneases in a certain type of cases, but T never 
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knew that there was any difficulty in giving the name of a newspaper 
which has published the extract and from which publication the Honour- 
able tile Home Member was quoting in support of his contention. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik (Home Member) : Is the sugges¬ 
tion that I invented the quotation ? 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta : But the fact remains that, in spite of the 
request from this side of the House, the name was not given. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : You really want to know the 

>ub.stance of the writing. 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta : Sir, what is the substance of the thing 
that he has given u.s rrorn that writing ? One of tlie sentences which has 
been quoted from that unnamed, undisclosed Bihar paper is : “ Bum 
every house.** I do not Imow’ whether that is the doctrine of the civil 
disobe(liou(*e resi.ster, or the doctrine of the terrorist, or of the Communist, 
or of the commuiialist. (An Honourable Member : Or of the 
bureaucracy.”) The iloiiouiable gontleman from Midnapore has quoted 
two papers, the Mukfi and the Swadhinata. These are papers which are 
hardly known to our people. Has he quoted any daily papers, weekly 
papers, respectable ])apers commanding very large circulation all over 
the country in different provinces and in different cities ? Has the 
TTonoiirable the Home ^lember, or, for the matter of that, Mr. Griffiths, 
quoted anything from any of those papers in suiiport of their ease ? One 
line lias been quoted from the Adva7ice, What is that line after all 1 
It is said there, ** I)auiitles.s Diuesh dies before dawn Is it seriously 
suggested that that is an incitement to terrorism or that it is making a 
martyr of him ? There should be a certain sense of proportion in making 
such suggestion or allegation. Mahatma Gandhi has been quoted, and 
we are glad that lu» has been quoted. But Mahatma Gandhi has said this 
also with regard to the Midnapore murder. He said : 

** I deeply deplore the assassination of the Midnapore Magistrate, but, at the 
same time, it is impossible not to regret that the rulers do not only not redress the 
\ifrong8 that lend to such assassinations, but insist on ruling by counter-terrorism, 
>vhich the Ordinances undoubledly mean.'’ 

Will the Honourable the Home Member, who quoted Mahatma Gandhi 
from Young Indnu take note of this also ? 

As regards the press, 1 \vaut to say a word about the Press Con¬ 
ference wffiich w as recently held in Calcutta under the presidency of no 
less a person than Mr. C. Y. Chintamani of Allahabad, an e^r-Minister, 
and a member of the Liberal Party, and wdiose view^s are always known 
to be very sober and very moderate. There was the editor of the Ilirtdu 
who was also a party to that. He was not himself present, but he sent 
his representative. T believe that the Hindu is one of the friendly papers. 
(Laughter.) That was mentioned by the Honourable the Home Member 
the other day. Then, there was that grand old man of Calcutta, 
Mr. Ramanjinda Chatterjee, who was present at that Conference. Here 
is the resolution passed at that Conference with respect to this legislation 
now before the House : 

“ The AlMndin Journalists' Conference is gravely concerned by the reported 
intention of the Government of India to renew the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 
1932, which includes the Press (Emergency Powers) Act, 1931, in a more objectionable 
fonn. The Conference is emphatically of opinion that these Acts of 1931 and 1932 
as well as the Indian State® Protection Act and tho Bengal Crimmal Law Amendment 
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Aet, 1934^ are utterly incompatible with the legitimate freedom ( r tho Prate and tlie 
fundamental right of free eapression of opinion and strongly that none of thett 

Acts should any longer be retained on the Statute Book.” 

it is really a pity that Govommeut would not take any notice of 
sach a representative opinion about the proposals which we are now disi- 
ehhaihg. Aa regards the grievances, particularly of the Bengal Press, my 
Honourable friend, Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya, has already described 
them, and I should not like to repeat them. But just one word about 
the requisition of security. A distingui-shed Judge of England said : 

“ Liberty of the preas vouaiets in printing without preriona lirenae, aubjeet, hnw- 
ever, to the ronaequenrea of the law.’’ 

That should be the rule. 

[At this stage. Mr. President (The Iloiiournhie Sir Abdiir Ra)>iiu> 
resmuetl the Cliair.] 

As r^ards the abuses of the special jK)\ver.s undi'r the I'ress Act, 
I am afraid, the time at my disposal doe.s not permit me to go into details. 
It remains for me to make a few obsen’ations as regards the manner in 
whicl' repressive legislation is administered speerdly in my pi’ovinee. 

grievaiice is two-fold. In the H.'st phiee. the law is arbilrary and, 
in the second jdace. it is arbitrarily exerei.sed. I do not thiiik aaybt>dy 
can challenge the fact that there is UtornUy a reign of terror just now in 
Bengal. It is im])ORsible to liold a meeting even for the death aiiniversaiy of 
Mr. C. R. Das. There is more imlice coming in than there is andienee. ()nee 
some ladies met in my house in Comilla for offering prayers fni the ix-easion of 
Mahatma’s fast. That was the whole thing and would you believ.* if that 
for two or three days police came one after another aiul asked whal was 
going on. After all it was nothing more than a meeting of about 
a dozen ladies. Life has become intolerable in these circumstances. 
As regards the manner in which thi.s law is administered may 
[ refer to an incident wliieh happened in Sylhel. There was a peaceftil 
procession. There wa.s no ojder pa.sscd j)rolliJ)iting tin* niwession. In 
that procession, there was the leader of As'.iiiii, Mr. Hrojemlra Xarayan 
Ghowdhnry. In that procession, there was another gentleman who hap- 
j)ens now to he a Member pf this Honourable House, Mr. Basanta Kumar 
Das. The police came in and began to assault the leading people including 
Mr. Chowdhury, who was then the Deputy Leader of the Congress Party 
in the Assam Council. M>' friend, Ba-santa Babu. Avas also not spared, 
lie received his share of the beating. (Cries of “ Shame, shame !”) 

I will give you another instance. There was one gentleman of the name of 
Qirish Chandra Nag, who was an ej;-Member of this House. He was an 
elected Member from the Surma Valley constituency. He Avas the pre¬ 
decessor of Basanta Babu. There was a search made in his house at Dacca 
on the suspicion that his gifted daughter. Miss Lila Nag, an M. A., knoAvn 
all over the ))rovince for her beneficent activities in the educational line, 
had something to do Avith some moA'oment. His house was searched, and 
would you believe it, an old gentleman, a retired Deputy Magistrate and 
a Rai Bahadur, -was assa.u1t«d by the police officer for no rea.son whatsoVer 
in his own house in the presence of his wife and sons f His fumitnre, 
his almirah and library were broken. (Cries of “ Shame, shame ! ") He 
was personally assaulted, although there Avas no charge against him at all. 
Only a search was made with regard to something about his daughter. 
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Mr, Prosidant (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Xfalld 
Member should not bo into the history of aU th|M|_ 

Mr. AkUl Ohandn Datta : 1 want to iliow, 
administering the law as it stabddi ttod boW Oitt 'jou poonbly give it^ 
power to that OtemUitt. Th^t |il> Iha^ to make. As 

regards the httont^ ln 'Whielt notlSM^arft WtfVtJd, I ahAU’gi'ee one instance 
as to how notice was sought to be served on a man who had died long ago. 
This is the statement made by Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose who communicated 
this to the Government when he was a State Prisoner. The incident 
which happened in Dacca was reported in three Calcutta papers and the 
iTjjort was not contradicted bj’ the Government of Bengal. This is the 
Rliitement : 

“ Oil Monda^y last, the police went to the house of Kreejut Hareiidra Kumar 
(ifi'* c, rclircd Deputy Magietrnte* living at Rnjar Dewry, Dacea, and enquired of his 
roi) Anil Kumar Ohoah. The poliee said that an order under the Bengal Suppression 
Ilf Outrages Act was to he served on Anil. The police were, however, informed by 
j)h- inmates of the house that the boy had died 15 months ago, in the month of 
r,. i^.ikh last year. The police then roturned puzzled.’’ 

Tin's is tho way in w^liich tlio Act is administered in my province. 

1 .slinnld ]ike 1o mention two other instances to prove that the information 
ill the iKissession of (hiviTunient is not infreciucritlj’' incorrect. We are 
always told : Yon people liavc <?ot no information. We have lot of 

ill formation in our pnssesvion, but w'e are not at liberty to disclose it like 
the liihnr paper.We have two cases showdnpf the value of the information 
possessed liy the (lovernment and the Police Department. One is about 
informer Pam Ohaiulra Bania. He planted a revolver in the hoiwe of 
one Ram Prasad Bhakat in (^aleutta and informed the police. It led to 
the arrest of the inmate.s, and, later on, they were discharged, and that 
man was sent for trial for giving false information, with the result that 
he Avas convicted and given two years hy the Presidency Magistrate of 
Calcutta for possession of a stolen .six chamber revolver without license. 
That was only the other day in Rentemb»^r, There w*is anrtber re¬ 

cent case in the district of Midnapore. There were three informers 
Avho, in April, 1035, ]danted six bombs underneath a plantain grove in 
tile garden of one Hari Selna and informed the poliee. The police came, 
found the bombs and arrested the inmates of the house. Later on, these 
informers were prosecuted for giving false information. The findings of 
the trying magistrate were : 

fl) that one informer purchased potassium chlorate and another 
purcihased arsenic sulphate. These were the explosives found 
in the bombs ; 

(2) that the bombs were prepared by the informers themselves ; 

and 

(3) that a letter found wdth the revolver was wTitten at the dicta¬ 

tion of one of the informers. 

These tw^o cases have revealed a serious and disgraceful state of 
Ihings. 

The Honourable Bir Nripendra Blroar : Who prosecuted the infor¬ 
mers f 

M!r. AkMt OhanAra SMta : Sven that much of credit for honesty the 
Honourable the Leader of the House does not appear to give to the execu- 
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tive. I must gratefully acknowledge that in these two cases the police 
officers did their duty. But who knows, Sir, w'hile you give me thanks, 
will yoa answ^er this question—^who knows how many cases there are, \m- 
detected cases, how many people have been arrested and sent to jail on the 
information of such informers f Now, Sir, here is a general descrip« 
tion of what is going on in that part of the country. “ Various kinds of 

strai^e orders are passed by the District Magistrate.’’ Thus, some 

one is asked not to leave His home and a specified area, some not to enter a 
particular school or to associate with students, and some not to leave home 
from sunset to sunrise. Now, what happened f As a result of all this, 
students were compelled to witlidraw from tlie schools where they were 
reading and to sit idly with their own parents in their own villages. As 
the times of sunset and sunrise were not definitely mentioned in these 
notices, some of the boys were easily prrosecuted and convicted, and they 
had no watch or clock in their respective homes, so as to know the time 
of sunset every day. House searches and prosecutions there were many 
in connection with so-called objectionable literature. There liave 
extensive house searches from village to village, and some liouse^s were 
searched half a dozen times. People were prosecuted and convicted for 
keeping so-called objectionable leaflets, even for keeping some pictures and 
even including Mr. Sen Gupta’s address as the Chairman of the Kecet)tioii 
Committee of the (‘alciitta Congress. Now, not only did the police com¬ 
mit excesses, but there came in the military also. Soldiers paraded from 
village to village, and so-caJled suspects—teachers, students, etc.,—were 
compelled to march w'ilh them or to run for considerable distances. In 
many places, even old men had also to share the same fate. Sometimes 
boys were made to swim for hours together. (Voices : Good ! good ! ’’) 
In one case, a distingui.shed Head Master in the district of Noakliali was 
restrained by the District Magistrate from entering his school or associat¬ 
ing with his students, with the result that the poor teacher lost his job. 
And, what was the reason for that ? He was asked by Mr. Hant, the 
militaiy intelligence officer of Noakhali, in hi.s letter dated the 22nd Octo¬ 
ber, 1934, to help a certain (3. I. D. officer in his work which the Hoad 
Master did not like to do, and, therefore, the above strange order was 
passed upon the^ Head Master. Now this is what is going on there ! This 
was in Noakhali, but I know all these remarks apply equally to all the 
districts. 


Now, Sir, I am afraid I am tiring the patience of the House and should 
not like to continue. (Voices : ‘‘ No, no, go on,'’) The position, there¬ 
fore, at the present moment is this. There is peace on our side, but 
war mentality on the other. The Civil Disobedience Movement has been 
suspended, and, at the present moment, the situation ean be described like 
this. There are no riots or other disorders ; there is no murder there is 
no campaign of a. no-tax movement. Admittedly, there is no boycott of 
men, no social boycott, either of Government servants or of 

supporters of ^ the Government. There is no boycott of 

Courts, there is no picketing, tliere is no interference at all with the 
aammistmtion of law and order and the law C3ourts. Tliere is no intimi¬ 
dation. if that is the position. Sir, it is very difficult to linderstand 

wHy at all these provisions should be retained, much less Ihey should 
remain permanent. Now, Sir, our position is thw. If you wwit.to 1^1 the 
national consciousness, do it all means, but^ cannot be a party tp it, 




THE CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL. 


746 


and we won t be party to it. (Hear, hear.) You can kill us, but we 
cannot cominit suicide ourselves. Therefore, we cannot bless your 
Ordinance Bill, and we won t sign our own political death wan*ant. Sir, 
I oppose the Bill. (lioud and BroJonged Cheers.) 

Ml*. A. K. Fuzlul Hiiq (Bakargunj cum Faridpur ; Muhammadan 
Rural) : Sir, 1 had not the privilege of listening to the speech of the 
Honourable the Home Member when he introduced his Bill but [ have 
had the opportunity of reading his speech, with the added advantage 
that I have been able to bring my considered judgment to bear, not 
merely on the provisions of the Bill, but also on the speech which the 
Honourable Member delivered in its support. Sir, having consideroil tiie 
position carefully, 1 regret to have to say that I am constrained to oppose 
this Bill. (Hear, hear.) Sir, before I proceed to make my observations 
1 wish to say something by way of a personal explanation. It is not 
enough lu say that I have had personaily nothing to do either Avith 
lerrorisin, communalism or (.'ommunism. No oik; amongst ourselves, even 
most dislantly related, has ever been either a terrorist,^ Communist or a 
comniunalist ; and although f am a very insignificant Member of this 
Assembly {Voices : No, no ’’), it has been my luck to occupy more or 
Jess rcspeiisible positions in jiublic service and in public life. THear, 
hear.; Jt is, therefore, no pleasure to me to be constrained to join my 

voice wilJi that of the Opposition and, if necessary, to vote against the 

ineasun^ that has beeji introduced in this House. Sir, [ have been obliged 
to lake this step from a supreme sense of responsibility. I will not indulge 

in quoting any facts and figure.s but I will illustrate the remarks I am 

goiiig to make by <iuotiiig certain instances within my own personal 
knowledge in order to convince the House that measures of this kind not 
ojily defeat their own object but are often misused and abused in the most 
extraorilinary manner. (Hear, hear.) No one disputes the proposition 
that ill all civilized .societies legislation is not only necessary hut even 
desirabhi in order to restrict the activities of individuals so as not to inter¬ 
fere with the riglits and i)rivileges t)f others or of the society as a wliole. 
No one, for instance, in his senses can quarrel with the Penal Code or the 
iJrimlnal Procedure Code or any of the codified law of the country which 
is TQcant not merely for the protection of the individuals but for the pro¬ 
tection of the society as a whole. But when Government wants to intro¬ 
duce an extraordinary measure of a more or less repressive character, the 
burden lies heavily on the Member who seeks to introduce that measure 
not merely to prove that that legislation is desirable but that it is also 
necessary. I will presently show that judged from that standard ttte 
Honourable the Home Member has failed to discharge the burden that lay 
on him and, therefore, the Bill that has been introduced cannot, on any 
account, be supported. 

Nov.', Sir, I contend, in the fiivst place, that this Bill is wholly useless 
and unnecessary. It is said that tliero are terrorist activities and that 
they have got to he suppressed and put down. But, Sir, even if there are 
irresponsible writings in the j)ress, it cannot for a moment be contended 
that, these writings of themselves generate anything like terrorism or 
ajiarchijrin or tliat they incline peaceful people to take to terrorism or 
anarchism. The European community in India, for instance, are most 
devoutly attached to the Government. Naturally they should be so. But 
supposing some Anglo-Indian paper were to indulge in violent writings, 
inciting to terrorism and sedition, I do not think the Europeans would for 
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ft single moment waver in their loyalty or be misled by any writing of 
that kind. The reason is obvious. In order that seditious writings or 
writings encouraging terrorism or anarchism can have any effect, the 
ground must already be prepared and it is only when the poison falls on 
congenial soil that evil results are expected to ensue. Now, I contend 
that at the present moment there is a good deal of disaffcclion in India. 
The reason is not that there have been writings in the press but I contend 
that it is persistent mal-administration that has driven the non-violent 
people into the folds of those who are disloyal. The voice of the people 
never finds an 3 d;hing like a hearing from the bureaucrats. They 
go on in their .own way full of the belief that they know everything and 
that their visdom knows no bounds, that whatever they do is right 
and Ihey take steps which generally lead them to disastrous consequences. 
Now, Sir, I was saying that measures of this kind are generally abused. 

I will cite two instances, one relating to the Criminal Law Amendment 
Act and the oth^ relating to the Press Act. Some time ago a certain 
Subdivisional Magistrate, whom I shall not mention by name at the 
present moment, trespassed into a mosque with shoes on. The Muslims 
velieincntly protested and they appealed to the Collector and to 
the Commissioner but without any effect. 1 went over to that place 
personally and made certain inquiries and I was personally convinced 
that, the allegations made against the Subdivisional Magisti*ate "were 
correct. 1 wrote to the (^ommis.sioner and T telegraphed to him asking 
for an iiujuiry or at least for an interview and 1 am sorry to say that he 
had JioT even the ordinary courtesy to reply to my letter or telegram. On 
the <*ontrary, he went away to Darjeeling and from there the Government 
wrote to one of my friends, not to me wdio was moving in the matter, that 
Government are in close touch with the situation. The accident happened 
somewhere about 500 miles away from Calcutta, the entire Government 
was then at Darjeeling and we were told that the Government were in 
close touch with the situation. However, we had to compose ourselves to 
this state of affairs. Suddenly, the Subdivisional Magistrate lodged a 
complaint against certain persons who had published an account of those 
oecMirrences in the columns of a Calcutta paper and asked the permission 
of the Government to prosecute them under section 6 of the Criminal 
Law Amendment Act. Now, these gentlemen had only published in the 
newspaper an account of what had happened, and the result was that 
section 6 was invoked in order to prosecute those persons, one of whom 
happens to be a member of the Bengal Legislative Council. We asked the 
District Magistrate to drop the proceedings and we pointed out to him the 
Statement of Objects and Heasons of the Criminal Law Amendment Bill 
when it was introduced in 1932. He paid no heed to what we said and 
ultimately we moved the High Court. The matter is still suh judicc and 
I cannot say anything further on that point. T am giving only one 
instance to show how the Oiminal Law Amendment Act is sometimes 
used b}' the executive in this country. 

Then, Sir, as regards the Press Act. We all know that there is a 
certain official called the Press Censor, whose duty it is to keep a watchful 
eye over the writings in the press. That may be his ordinary functioin 
but be thinks that he has got the authority and the jurisdiction to interfere 
in other matters as well. At one time, not very long ago, there was a pro- 
])osal of the Government of Bengal to abolish a certain Muslim hostel in 
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Calcutta. We protested against that, because the cost to the (lovern- 
ment was only Rs. 3,000 a year and the abolition of that hostel would have 
meant disaster to a large number of poor Muhammadan boys. We found 
that the Government would not listen to us and we arranged a public 
meeting to be held and we invited representatives of the press to be present 
there and to publish the proceedings. The House will be surprised lo 
hear that the Press Censor immediately i.ssued a mandate to all the news¬ 
papers not to publish the proceedings of our meeting and even forbade 
tlie representatives of the ])res.s to be present at our meeting. 'I’bis Is how 
the Press Censor carries on his duties in order to see that Ilje I’re-ss Act 
is vegularlj acted upon and regularly obeyed. 1 sulunit that these repres¬ 
sive Acts may be well meaut and it may be that the llouourdble the Home 
Member, with the best of intentions, has introduced tins measure in this 
HoU'.c. Hut I siihmii that if llie e.\eculi\'' officers, willi whom lies the 
atduitl working of the Act, act in this ii'ivs])nnsiblc manner, where is the 
guarantee that these Acts would not be abused and the purpose for which 
they have been passed would not ultimutel., be frustrated ? 

There is just one point to which 1 will refer before I finish. Since 
the year 1910, efforts have been made to pass various Aets in order to put 
down teirorlsiu. anarchism and Communism. lias any attempt been made 
to lind out the root cause of this anarchism, terrorism and Communism ? 

I say no attempt luus been made. A faint voice say.s, yes ” ; but I say 
tlmt iiv. iillempt lias bee.i made to find out tlie root cause. Sir. if there is 
headache, the only remedy that the Government can propo.se is lo cut olF 
the head in order to get rid of the headache Is that the w’ay to eradicate 
the diseiiM* .’ 

Mr. P. E. James (Madras : European! ; What attempts did von 
4 p.M. make to eradicate this evil of terrorism ? 

Blr. A. K. PueIuI Huq : T v,’at< not given a chance at all. 

Sir Abdul Wa-tim Ghuznavi (Dacca c«m Mymensingh : Muhanimadaii 
Rural) ; How many repressive laws did you support while you were a 
Minister in Bengal t 

Mr A. K. Puzlul Huq : 1 do not think the pages of the proceedings 
of the Bengal Legislative Council can show a single instance where 1 
supported any repressive measure. (Ap])lause.) 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : If you had done so, you would have been knigldwl 

Mr. A. K. Puzlul Huq : Now, Sir, w'hat I am submitting to the 
Honourable House is this ; it is no use tinkering with the situation. 1 
say India at the ])resent moment is seething with discontent and that too 
for a very good reason. The reason is that the bureaucracy is carrying on 
the ailiuinistration so as to impoverish the country. The Government are 
carrying on their work in a most irresponsible manner. They never care, 
how they spend public money. The result is that the youths of tins 
country become inclined to listen to writings in the press which may even 
distantly suggest terrorism and anarchism. The same thing would happen 
in anj' country. Supposing the Indians were to conquer England and 
supposing the Indians w’cre ruling England. Supposing the Indians as 
the conquerors had introduced a mock parliament in Engird and ha<» 
got hold of the treasury. Supposing the Indians were to send out all the 
money from England to India. Supposing in that mock Parliament, in 
some way or other, the Englishmen were allowed to put interpellations 
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aiul .supposing that every time wlien a question was put by an Englishman, 
some Indian Member on the Treasury Benches rose and answered : Bart 
(tt). Yes. Part (6). No, Part (c). Does not arise and Part (rf). It is 
not ill the public interest to answer this.’\ Supposing such answers were 
given bv the Indian Members rejiresenting the Government in England, 
I woulii not be surprised if English youths in those conditions had iiad 
recourse to terrorism and anarchism. (Laughter.) Therefore, I submit 
that you should remove the root cause. You bring down the huge expenses 
of you/ aciministration. India is at the present time, as is well known, 
the })Oorest country in the world and yet the Government are running an 
administration which is most expensive on the face of the globe. (A Voire : 
‘‘ Shame.") Yes, it is really a matter of shame and thase who eounto- 
nance tliLs .^tate of things are certainly to be ashamed of their conduet. 
r will take one instance. Here is my Honourable friend, Mr. Griffiths, 
from Bengal, representing the Bengal Government. He has no reason 
to be ]iv"j*e. Why is he here ? For one or two reasons,—either to record 
his vote or to make a speech. So far as recording of vote is concerned, 
even a clerk from the Secretariat can do it as efficiently. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : A chaprassi will do. 

Mr. A. K. Fuzlul Huq : A clerk might be sitting here, and, at the 
tinn‘ of Ihe division, he can go to the lobby and record his vote. His \otc 
would le as valuable as that of i\Ir. Griffiths, because the clerk from the 
Seeretar.at would be as good a Member as Mr. Griffiths and we would 
have tile satisfaction of being able to get a vote for the Government with 
mncii loi-s expense than we can have the vote when the Government brings 
in Mr. Griffiths here all the way from Bengal paying him his travelling 
expenses and a salary of Rs. 2,000 a month from the public treasury. J. 
say wiri) (he utmost respect that any hireling would serve the purpose for 
which Mr. Griffiths has been brought here. As regards speeches, wo do 
not wan I any from the official Members. I know that Mr. Griffil iis made 
a very good speech, he is a very grand speaker, but all the facts stated by 
him are wrong. (Applause.) Those who support this Bill m^iy Ihiuk 
that Avhat all Mr. Griffiths has said is correct. But I dispute his fads 
th' Ugh I admire his speech. 1 dispute all the facts which be has put 
forward before the House. Why ? Because what does a District Magis¬ 
trate ever know about the real heart of India ? IIow^ can poor District 
Magistrates know anything of India ? No Englishman knows Bengali. 
The Englishmen have got very high intellectual capacity, but they ai-e 
very dull in learning languages. 

An Honourable Member : Mr. Griffiths knows Bengali. 

Mr. A. K. Fuzlul Huq : He knows as much Bengali as I know 
Japanese. He does not know it. Now, I have not come across a single 
Englishman except Rev. Carey of Barisal who can claim to know the 
vernacular of the country. Now, the difficulty is that when these District 
Magistrates go out into the country they suffer from a great handicap 
because they do not know the local vernacular. They cannot mix freely 
with the people and sio*, it cannot be expected that they would know 
what grievances the people have. These District Magistrates come into 
contact only with chauktdars and panchayatdars who generally mistrans¬ 
late to them what the poor ryots have got to represent. Well, 
Sir, in this connection T am reminded of an old story. There was an 
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old Kajah who was holding liis court in the jungles, and the jackals began 
to howl. The Baja asked, what are all these bowlings about ? The cour¬ 
tiers said, ‘‘ Your Majesty, it is very cold and the jackals :ire feeling the 
^*ola. The^' are asking for blankets The Baja immediately asked, 
“ How many blankets they want The courtiers said, ‘‘ They want 
blankets which would cost about two lakhs The Raja immediately 
ordered two lakhs of rupees to be paid out of the treasury for the pur¬ 
chase of blankets. When the Raja was holding his court the next il.iy, 
the jackals again began to howl, when he asked what was tlie howling 
about. The courtiers said, Your Majesty, the jackals are thanking 
your Majesty for the blankets (Laughter.) So when the District 
Magisitrates go to the villages, they listen to whatever the chaiikidc^rs or 
the paiicliayatdars have to represent about the grievances of the people 
and after listening to those stories, the District Magistrate thinks that he 
has done his duty. With this kind of knowledge, my Honourable irieiid, 
Mr. Griffiths or anybody else, may go and hear the grievances of the poor 
masses, but they do not know the real situation. The real situation 
is this, that unless and until this top-heavy and most expensive admi¬ 
nistration is reduced to reasonable limits, unless the voice of the people 
is heard and honoured, and unless and until the Government is really 
broadbased on the wishes of the people, there can never be any 
To terrorism or Communism or anarchism. Terrorism, anarchism and 
Communism all naturally grow out of discontent. Go to the roof cause 
and adopt the Cnani and Ayurvedic systems of treatment. Peel the 
pulse of the nation, find out the root cause and prescribe tiie propvU* 
medicine, not fjuack medicines in the shape of repressive measures wIimMi 
will recoil like the boomerang on those who propose to adopt such reme- 
ilies. Therefore, I suggest, that you should adopt such acts which will 
really broadbase the Government on the willing affections of the people 
as well as eradicate for ev(»r all causes of sedition, disloyalty and dis¬ 
content. 

An Honourable Member ; What about the salary of the Executive 
Councillors ? 

Mr. A. K. Fuzlnl Huq : I am not talking here of the salary of any 
one individual in particular. I am talking generally of the abnormally 
heavy expenditure in administration. In my own Province of Bengal 
the expenses on the administration have gone up from five crores to 
eleven crores. What is the justification for that ? In the Government 
of India also, the expenses have been jumping higher and higher every 
year. When I am saying these things, I am not doing so in any carp¬ 
ing spirit of criticism. I am saying all these things as one of the best 
friends of the Government, as one of the best supporters of the Gov¬ 
ernment. If I vote against this measure, it is because I honestly feel 
that I cannot support a measure of this kind which does not appeal to 
my conscience. I have carefully considered the provisions of the Bill, 

1 have also considered the various facts and circumstances which have 
come to my knowledge in the past. I know from personal knowledge 
how these provisions are being abused by the executive authorities. It 
is for that reason I cannot find myself able to support this Bill. There is 
y<"t time, Sir. Let the Honourable the Homo Member consider if the 
provisions which he wants to introduce in the shape of this special enact¬ 
ment cannot be included in the ordinary law of the land by amending 
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the Code of Criminal Procedure and the Indian Penal Code. If that is 
done, I do not think there can be any objection. But we have certainly 
got objections to extraordinary measures, because extraordinary 
measures really prove to be extraordinary remedies. They do nothing 
to bring solace to tlie disease, they simply irritate, they simply excite 
the people. Jn order to prevent all that, it is necessary that such step.s 
should be taken as will achieve the object in view and at the same time 
disarm all possible opposition. Sir, I have heard of terrorism, anarchism 
and Communism and cornmunalism. liCt me say as far as coinmnnalism 
is concerned, these particular nieasnrei'? are not at all necessary nor are 
they justified. (‘omiminalisni will go when tJie leaders of the various 
communities feel that it is enough to stick to one’s own faith, that it is 
wi'ong to abuse another man’s faith and another man’s religion. (Hear. 
Ixear.) A good Mussalman to be a good Mussalman must have toleration 
for the faith of others ; so a Hindu, so a Rikh and so a Christian. When 
we Indians, who are educated, who are born amongst the x>eople and are 
above the people in knowledge and experience, teach our own people the 
lessons of toleration, then and then only will commnnalisni disappear. 
But if some one else intervenes in these domestic quarrels of ours, it only 
embitters the situation. Tin' third ])ar1y tliat comes in is always leaning 
towards one side or the other. If llie fh'st party and ihe second party 
choose to quarrel, let them quarrel for some time and everything would 
be quiet in the end. But if the third ]>arty intervenes, they might inter¬ 
vene in such a manner as 1o raise a suspicion of partiality either towards 
ihis party or to that. 

Captain Sardar Sher Muhammad Khan (Nominated Non-OflScial) : 
What about your compromise in London with the Bengal Hindus ? 

Mr. A. K. Fuzltd Huq : So far as Bengal is concerned, you can leave 
ii lo us to settle our affairs Per.sonally, .so far as I am concerned, T 
have always liad the mast affeetionate love from all ray Hindu friends. 
I have nothing to fear personally, and I think taetfully we will be able 
to work in harmony with them, whatever may be the Communal Award 
or whatever may be the decision of Government. 

Sir, I do not wish to take up the time of the House. The matter 1ms 
been discussed for many days and from many points of view. T am 
only asking the Honourable the Home Member to c'onsider if even now he 
cannot think of amendments in the Act which may meet to a certain 
extent the wishes of the various groups in this House. Tf he is adamant 
T can only say that eVon those like ns who do not wish ordinarily to 
embarrass Government will have no other alternative but to vote against 
the Bill. Government cerlainly wrill have the power to certify, but Gov¬ 
ernment by certification is certainly not a thing to be desired ; and T, 
therefore, once more ask him to consider whether the additional powers 
which he w'ants to take cannot be introdneed into the ordinary law' of 
the land. Sir, T do not think T need take up the time of the House : T 
feel that, as at present advised, T have no other alternative but to oppose 
this measure. 

Maharaia Kumar Vijaya Ananda Gajanatlrai (United Provinces: 
Landholders) : Sir, T have carefully looked into the proposals of tin* 
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pr(»ieiit Bill, lii this Hall, we meet together to square up differences, and 
une can fairly presiimc that intolerance to a differing opinion will wciuli 
in favour of the Bill. 

I need not take up mucli lime by pointing out that the proposal to 
continue some of the jn'ovisioiis of the Act ot* 19^12 is in a much modified 
form. The Government of India have recognised that safety and execu¬ 
tion of duties of public servants nerd no longer any special law for 
their protection, that rumours are no longer to be feared, that discipline 
of boys and wards have become normal, and such otli(*r activili^.s may 
safely be left to themselves, lii the Statement of Objects and Jteasous, 
three matters are intended to be continued by giving them a permanent 
form. 

The first of these is picketing. \ hope it will not be out of place to 
narrate a little incident of my owii. When in the world-renowned 

cricketers, Hobbs and Sutcliire, my guests, offered to play their first innings 
at Benares, more than ten tliousaiul people were glad to witness the game. 
I do not know how the local (k)ngi*cs.sincn had a bee in tlieir bonnet to 
organise picketing against the show, and picketing commenced. I fissured 
the local Congress aulliorilies that no political odour should be given to 
the affair, and picketing was stopped. Good sense prevailed. 

I recall this incident to say that there is scope for mutual under¬ 
standing. I would have been glad to sec section 7 of the Act of 1932 
also modified. But I, rather too cautious for my age, have weighed 
some considerations which 1 beg to place before this House. I say 
this in the same spirit as I took uj) when I wrote to the l^eiiares Congress 
authorities. 

This Act was i)ae’scd on the 7th December, 1932 The Honourable 
the then Home Member \s last remarks contain the following words : 
“ If the menace which is typified in the Civil Disobedience Movement 
is once removed—and the passing of this Bill will contribute pow^erfully 
to remove it—tlieii we can go forward with confidence into the new 
era.'' Opinions may be widely divergent as to the dawning of the new 
era, but that the Act of 1932 has powerfully contributed to remove the 
agitation cannot for a moment be disputed. It is one of the truisms 
of political philosophy that we base our legislation on the expert in¬ 
terpretation of our environments.The solutions proposed make 

their way successfully only as they represent an interpretation of ex¬ 
perience sufficiently akin to our own to be valid for us Now that the 
environment has changed, the Government have, by repealing some of 
the drastic provisions, interpreted that change. T humbly submit that 
successful as the Government have been, can we truly interpret the 
present situation by saying that the Government were wrong in their 
legislation in 1932 ? Tf one can, let him dare. I cannot. For the 
life of me, T cannot shut my eyes to the obvious facts. From that point 
of view, to me the question has narrowed down into one—^how much 
power should still remain with the Government ? For my part, I can 
say that clause (b) of section 7 (!) can he modified in view of the altered 
enviroment. 

The second question is that of unlawful associations. T can under¬ 
stand those who are outside this Legislature and have no faith in evolu¬ 
tion or constitutional progress. But it is inconsistent why my colleagues 
JLil96LAD * 
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who do not deny the existence of terrorism and yet do not propose any 
alternative measure to tackle with unlawful associations. 1 have heard 
with surprise a respected and experienced legislator expressing the other 
day in this House that the Government is not our Government. 1 recall 
with respect an observation of the late Mr. Gokliale, of course, when I 
was a baby in arms, that after all this Legislature was our Legishiture. 
There is enough scope for differing opinions trying to gain power in this 
Legislature, and the Government is carrying on, on the law of this Legis¬ 
lature. If the Government be not our own, i do no I for a moment 
appreciate the value of thousands of queslions and scores of reisolutioiLS 
brought up. Similarly, if the Government be not our own, why object 
to the legislation for unlawful associations f Is it not simply because, 
the Government have, as Government, found terrorism liaving its root 
in unlawful associations / We as legislators have our duty in that 
behalf. If we object to the present law, it is iii> to us to suggest an 
alternative. 

The third set of powers are against the press, which is after all, the 
voice of the people. J am the last person to support stifling reports of 
eventrs or fair criticism. But in this matter also, the only available 
remedy is to'suggest amendments to modify the existing law. In the 
absence of such suggestions, tJie men in power will continue in their 
course. i 

When talking about fair criticism, I should refer you to some of the 
recent papers of our country. The Bombay ISentincl of the 4th September 
has pitied the mentality of the Honourable the Heme Member and compared 
his metlicdb to that '' of the Bourbons in France and Tsarist regime in 
Russia The Searchlight of the 1st ISeptembcr has an editorial on the 
I. C. S. men in Judicial Service and in course of that article, observes : 
‘‘ The truth is that the whole system of judicial administration is defec¬ 
tive from top to bottom and a thorough overhauling is needed to put 
things right The Advance of the oth September has, in supporting a 
recent judgment of Mr. Justice Lort-Williams, criticised this present Bill 
trenchantly and forcefully ; but historically and philosophically. The 
Forward of the same date observes that : “ His Excellency was ill-advised 
in disallowing the adjournment motion of the Honourable Mr. Akhil 
Chandra Dutta The Daily News of Nagpur of the 4th September, in 
its editorial, had hard words against the Honourable the Finance Mem¬ 
ber such as ‘‘ Sir James is just putting his statistics into his pocket and 
talking in air “ He is not a free agent and the City of London thinks 
for him 

I have compiled this selection to show that fair criticism is allowed 
and there is a way for both sides to make up. I do not see why there 
should be greater desire for press comment than this by the Opposition. 
That is my humble submission, 

I regret I have to bring in another personal sentiment into this game 
of politics. Sir, it Is regrettable that during the Civil Disobedience 
Movement, the premier Cricket Tournament which is called ** the 
Quadrangulars was abandoned for three years in Bombay. Had it 
not been abandoned, much of the bad humour of the hitters and bhwlcrs 
on both sides of this House would not have been in evidence, and noW I 
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have joined in this debate, because I cannot reasonably play the role of 
a mere spectator. As the Honourable the Home Member is rather satis¬ 
fied with the suspension of the Civil Disobedience Movement, I leave it 
aside. But the game played in this Movement was not ericket. One 
Ihing, I may allude to, viz,^ the no-tax campaign. There has been too 
much “ body-line stutf in this ])olitical field in our country, and if a 
new law is necessary to prevent the corruption of the game, everybody 
in this House should welcome it. 

Another very important question has occurred to me. Of course, it 
has seemed important to me. Ts it not a fact that this Government is 
handing over these povers to a new set of men wlio are coming into 
office—whoever they may be ? TTas not the Government sufficient justi¬ 
fication for recognising tliat differences in political, economic or religious 
views lead to annoyance ? lIis not the Government reason to fear 
“ constantly recurring outbursts of communal feeling ’’ ? Facts are 
there, and none can blink at them. 

I may be called an alarmi.st. But I am still in the habit of taking 
my lesson from tlioise who have experience and opportunity. Recently 
I came across an article in the latest issue of the Political Quarterly from 
the pen of Captain the Bight Honourable Wedgewood Benn, whose .sym¬ 
pathies for Indian aspirations are well-known. I take the liberty of 
culling a few observations from his article Outlook on the Indian 
Reforms ’’ : 

** It is true to sny tlint little hns boon hoard of the most important of all forces— 
po])ular Hindu opinion, and that little has been ignored.‘ Working the Constitu¬ 

tion ' may mean two things. It may mean merely a willingness to stand for election, 
but its real moaning is willingness to form or support Indian Ministry. That Indians 
will be found to accoiDt portfolios, of course, goes Avithout saying.^ ^ 

Referring to Congress candidates, he observes ; 

“ If they can succeed in shaming Indian Ministers into relinquishing their 
responsibilities, they will be happy. The issue which they wish to keep before the 
public—that of Hritaiii versus ludia—will be most clearly presented, of course, if 
they can force the Governors into the use of the autocratic powers which they now 

possess in an unprecedented degree.It is to be hoped that the Indian Assemblies 

will be willing to assume tbo responsibilities for safeguarding what is a prime Indian 
interest, the preservation of peace and cpiict in their streets and fields/’ 

In my humble opinion, the problem before the Indian politicians is 
whether they will start from the status quo, and themselves bring about 
a happier environmeni, or continue in futile methods and endless agita¬ 
tion. I think the Congress Parly ean alter the law to a workable formula, 
and thems(?lves be the administrators of the future, if wisdom prevails. 

No one will be happier than myself if, by our conduct, no occasion is 
afforded to any one to use the powers of the proposed law, and this law 
remains a forgotten chapter. 

With these few words, 1 wish to resume my seat and support the 
Honourable the Home Member. 

Pandit Gtovind Ballabh Pant (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, it is needless to say that I rise to 
JJPpose the motion for the consideration of the Bill. So far as the 
Government and some of the Honourable Members who have supported 
them are concerned) they may treat’ this Bill as a mere administrative 
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device for the maintenance of order under coercion. Some of them may 
look upon it only in a light spirit of frolicsome frivolity. But so far 
as 1 and those of my way of tliinking are concerned, it gives rise to 
momentous issues. It is nothing short of an outrage on tlie cherished 
acquisitions, the cherished possessions, and the cherished institutions of 
modern age and civilization. Take away the right of freedom of thought, 
take away the right of freedom of expression, take away the right of 
freedom of association : just ignore the achievements of science, its dis¬ 
coveries and inventions ; and what is left of modern civilization ? What 
is, above all, tlie greatest achievement of the modern age and how has 
it been attained? Is it not only through tlie clash of ideas and through 
the impact of mind upon mind that humanity has been progressing and 
steadily advancing forward ? I oppwe this measure, because, in its 
effect to maintain artificial calm, it is creating, at all events even if it 
succeeds, the peace of the desert as Imrd Trwin once said, or a fettered 
and muzzled India as Lord Morley had said on a previous occasion. 
Sir, is it not a tragedy and an irony tliat in this year of Grace 1935 such 
a Bill should be placed before this House ? I am reminded. Sir, that 
it is just 100 years almost to a day that Sir Charles Metcalfe, known as 
the liberator of the i)ress in India, issued orders withdrawing all 
restraints on the press. I would like just to read out a few sentences 
from the reply he gave to the deputation which waited on him in the 
year 1835 for the withdrawal of restraints on the press. This is what 
be said : 


“ It rests with them '' {meaning the critics and opponents)y “ to show that the 
communication of knowledge is a curse and not a benelit, and that the essence of good 
Government is to cover the land with darkness ; for otherwise it must be admitted 
to be one of the most imperative duties of a Government to confer the incalculable 
blessing of knowledge on the people, and by what means oan this be done more 
effectively than by the unrestrained liberty of publication and by the stimulus which 
it gives to the powers of the mind,'^ 


I woldd appeal to Ilonourablc Members opposite to give a little 
thought to those words of wisdom. By what other means can you carry 
the torch of light in this country ? Sir, we deplore illiteracy, we 
deplore superstitions, we want to find out remedies for them, we want 
to carry on a propagamla tiiat may turn even the man who lives in the 
most remote hamlet in the village into a literate man, we want even 
the humble dweller of the thatched hut to be an intelligent citizeu. 
We want him to be capable of faking an active ijiterest in tlie affairs 
of our country. How can it be done olherwise than by the extension 
of the activities of the press ? 


Sir, before proceeding further, T should like to tell the House 
that whenever any restniijils were imj)()sr<l on the j)re8s, they retarded 
e growth and extension of ])rinling pressses as well as of news- 
I>eriodical publications and even of hooks. As Honour¬ 
able Members are aware, between tlie years 1910 and 1920, the press in 
India was subject to the octopus of the Press Act. In 1921, the Press 
Act was repealed, and. between 1921 and 1930, the press was free from 
I striking. Hir, between the years 1911 and 

1920, when the press was imder the Press Act the rise in the number 
of presses was from 2.780 to 3,371 an increase of about 600 in 10 years,— 
or, on an average of 60 per year. When those fetters were withdrawn 
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in 1921, what was the result ? Between the years 1921 and 1931, the 
number of presses went up from 3,371 to 6,520, which shows an increase 
of about 3,200. The number was almost doubled. The growth in the 
number of presses in two years was more than in tlie whole or the ten 
preceding years. Similar was the case with newspapers. The number 
of newspapers and publications was 2,924 in 1911 as against 3,093 in 
1920. Thus, the total increase during this decade was only 169. But, 
thereafter, between 1920-21 and 1930-31, the nuinlier weal up to 4,500, 
with the result that the increase during this decade came to 1,500 in 
place of 169. Thus, in one single year, after the withdrawal of the 
fetters, there was a larger addition to the iiuinbtT of newspapvrs and 
publications in this country than during the whole of the preceding ten 
years when the press was under the repressive Press Act. (Cheers from 
Congress Party Benches.) Let us now look at the number of books 
published. The number of books published in 1911-12 came to 11,534. 
And what was the number in 1919-20 ? It was in reality o*.'y 11,110. 
There was thus an actual reduction, a shrinkage tn the extent of 500 
in the number of books during the period the Press Act was in force. 
But what was the result when the Press Act was withdrawn ? Between 
1919-20 and 1930-31 the number went U]> from 11,100 to 17 427.—an 
increase of more than 6,000. Sir, can you have any doubt in your mind 
in the face of these figures and statistics that restraints on the press are 
a grave menace and a great hindrance to the difTiision of knowledge and 
culture, and stand in the way of all the well-wishers of the country and 
of all those people who are interested in promoting truth, light and 
learning t 

Let us look back again on the history of the last f.‘W years. Sir, 
as I have just said, but for two short interludes, there were no restraints 
on the press between 1835 and 1910, when the Press Act was introduced 
which remained on the Statute-book up to the year 1921. Sir, I should 
like to remind Honourable Members of the Report that was issued by 
the Press Laws Committee. 1 will not repeat what they said. Import¬ 
ant extracts from their report have been brought to the notice of the 
House by some of the speakers who have preceded me. Wliat 1 want to 
tell Honourable Members is this : that in July, 1921, when the Pi oss Laws 
Committee issued its Report, and shortly after when the Press Act was 
repealed, the commotion in the country wuis much more grave, much 
more alive and much more kicking than it is today. At that t me, Sir, 
ilie Civil Disobedience Movement was almost at its zenith, there were 
no local laws, and there was no law at all in Bengal for the control of 
terrorism. Besides, all the political prisoners, whether convicted for 
violence or for non-violence offences, who had been released in pur¬ 
suance* of the proclamation issued in December, 1919, on the passage of 
the Montford Act were at large then. Sir, the state of terrorism at 
that time was much worse than what is said to be today. 1 think the 
Home Member, the Government of India and the S(H'retary of State, 
all claim jointly and severally that the state of the country, so far as 
terrorism is concerned, is better, and has considerably improved since. 
May I know what is the reason for proceeding \vitli a Bill like this at 
this time of the day when there is undisturbed tranquillity, when, 
so far as terrorism is concerned, you admit and declare that the posi¬ 
tion is much better, and when, so far as Civil Disobedience is concerned, 
it is at least suG^ended and quiescent* I ask, in all humility, what is the 
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justification for proceeding with a measure of this sort today when it 
was considered proper, appropriate aiui safe to repeal the Press Act of 
1910 in 1921-22. So far as terrorism is concerned, there are provisions 
in the Bengal Act which are most stringent and rigid. There it is 
open to the magistrates to issue orders to the printers and editors not 
to publish anything they do not like, irrespective of its being lawful or 
unlawful, wholesome or unwholesome. The Bengal Criminal Law 
Amendment Act contains provisions which do not leave any room for 
any free activity to any person or journalist in Bengal. Whether those 
laws are tolerable or not, I am not concerned with. What I am concerned 
with only this, tliat, so far as terrorism is concerned, the remedies that 
you are providing in this Bill are altogether insignificant, negligible, 
useless and superfluous in the face of the Bengal Criminal Law Amend¬ 
ment Act, and there is no reason why, in tlie circumstances, you should 
plead terrorism as an excuse for putting this Bill permanently on the 
ytatute-book. Then, Sir, may I know what, after all, has been the 
efficacy, the benefit, the advantage of the last three years^ administra¬ 
tion of the Criminal Law Ameiuiment Act which is and was intended 
to expire in December next and will then die an unlamented death ? 
1 should like to know what has been the advantage, what has been the 
consequence, what has been the fruitful sequel to the passing of that 
measure and its administration for the last three years. It was ad¬ 
mittedly an emergency measure. It was devised with a view to treat¬ 
ing a passing phase, a temporary malady, and what has been its reaction, 
and what has been its efiect / A malady that was then no more than local, 
Iransitory and incidental, has now become chronic, and a permanent, 
inseparable and unsavoury feature of the body politic. Is not that by itself 
sufficient for condemning that measure and for throwing it out ? There 
is a proverb among us as to a disease coming on worsening with the 
treatment. Where the treatment has, after regular trial of three years, 
proved to be altogether inefficacious, and even harmful, and detrimental 
to the patient, is it in any way wise to persist in that wrong and erratic 
course ? So, T submit, the Bill should be thrown out, because the parent 
of the Bill, the existing Act, out of which it has sprung, has proved a mons¬ 
ter which may kill, but cannot possibly cure or lieal. There is one more 
reason why I think there is absolutely no justification for this measure. 
Here I have before me the report of the speech that the late Home Mem¬ 
ber delivered, while introducing the Criminal Law Amendment Bill in 
1932. I have also before me a copy of the Bill which was then introduced 
with its Statement of Objects and Reasons. It was repeatedly said by 
the Home Member then that the Government had introduced that Bill 
only because of the Civil Disobedience Movement. He said : 

“ The origin of the Bill is very plain. It can bo said in two or three words, 
the civil disobedience movement. It is unnocessary to give a history of that move¬ 
ment. '' 

Further, he went on to say : 

“ Those Ordinances expired after six months and as the period for their expiry 
approached, it became evident that we were in no position to discard the weapons with 
which the civil disobedience movement was being fought. Accordingly, at the end of 
June the Governor General issued a new consolidated Ordinance, ^ig in its turn 
will expire at the end of the year. Now, Sir, the problem is, what action are the 
Government to take* The civil disobedience movement, though its manifestations have 
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been mueh curtailed and though I think 1 can claim that its supporters have lost a 
good desU of the impetus with which the movement was started, Is still in existence 
and no one can prophesy when it will come to an end. It certainly will not end so 
long as the leaders still feel that there is any prospect of gaining their objects. Now, 
jSir, what stands between them and success is mainly tlie power conferred by the 
Ordinance and therefore it is the view of Government that the best method of ensur¬ 
ing a speedy end of this movement is to make it clear that the powers with which 
tlic movement is being fought will be continued." 

As 1 observed a minute ago, a« similar explanation is sriven in the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons. Now, tlie Honourable the Home 
J\1 ember has admitted in his Statement of Objects and Reasons here that 
the Civil Disobedience Movement is at present in alieyancc. He has also 
withdrawn certain clauses which formed part of the old measure. So far 
as he is concerned, this Bill has not been introduced in order to provide 
a ready weapon to meet the menace of Civil Disobedience if it is ever 
revived and resumed. That is admitted by tie* Honourable the Home 
Member himself in the Statement of Objects and Kea.sons. Sir, in these 
circumstances, 1 submit that there is absolutely no justitication for this 
BiP and it is but the outcome of the morbid tendtmey of the executive 
which is ever avaricious to retain such arbitrary and autocratic powers 
as it manages to acquire in moments of crisis. That alone is the reason 
for this measure. It is easy for them to invent reasons for preserving 
their autocratic powers, even when those [)owers are not needed for 
combating any critical situation. I submit that the reasons that have 
been ineiitione<l here are merely fictions born of a fertile imagination, 
as, in fact and in reality, these reasons did not affect the Criminal Law 
Amendment Bill of 1932. There was no reference to anything of this 
sort in tlic Statement appended to the Bill or the opening speech of the 
then Home Member. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : No, no. That is not correct. 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant: I am definite. [ challenge the 
Honourable the Home Member to show me the contrary. I have before 
me the Statement of Objects and Reasons, and I have before mo the 
speeches. I know the Honourable jM ember will have a right of reply. I 
have absolutely no doubt that, so far as published literature on the subject 
goes, the Government had nothing in mind except the Civil Disobedience 
Movement when this measure w^ns placed on the anvil in the year 1932. 
Obviously, the question is this, whether, in the present circumstances, it 
is proper and it is reasonable that a Bill of this sort should be placed 
before the House. I do not care if a slip here or a word tliere is pounced 
upon by the Honourable Members opposite who seem to be helpless and 
confused, but the exponents of oflBcial view then made it abundantly clear 
that they were not actuated by any other motive except that of meeting 
and combatinii: the Civil Disobedience Movement when they introduced 
their Bill in 1932. But, Sir, that is not all that I have to submit. I 
should like to know what are the reasons then for this measure. Govern¬ 
ment 'Wailt it to be permanently lodged in the Statute-book. I want 
Honourable Members to remember that it is not an emergency measure 
to tide over a crisis. It is, so far as the present Government is con¬ 
cerned, to’ form, if their object can be carried out, an integral part of 
the Skatttte-bObk Of this country for all time to come. Among the fantastic 
reasons advanced iil support of this measure, there is one which seems 
to rntpim aU others in ite amazing nature. I have not heard anything 
raore astounding, and had it not been a hard fact; I would be loath to 
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accept, even as regards Llie (Jovernment of India, that they were capable 
of sucli stupid audacity. They say that it is to prepare the country for 
responsible Government that they want to impose fetters on ithe press. 
1 have not heard anything more ridiculous, more ludicrous, more perverse 
and more untrue in any argument in my life. Sir, what does responsible 
Government mean i The press provides the lungs and arteries to 
the body politic. Itespoasible Government sways and swings in the 
enlivening breeze which only a free press can produce and generate. 
Take that live iorce away, and what is left except blank dullness, foolish 
obstinacy and a nauseating sense of complaisant self-sufficiency for those 
who are commissioned to carry on the administration of the country. 
Has anybody ever heard of responsible Government with dictatorial 
powers in the hands of the (Jovernment, and can there be absolute powers 
\)t a more comprehensive and far-reaching type than those provided in 
this Bill ? Assume for a moment that you form a responsible ministry 
in a province and arm them wdtli this Bill. 1 say, if they have a little 
graJn of sense in them, they can perpetuate their existence. I have no 
desire to get into those offices. They may be beyond my reach or outside 
the scope of my will or ambition, but I have no doubt, that a politician 
cannot conceive of a better weapon, and a better instrument for the 
perpetuation of his iiold and grip than the powers which this Bill pro¬ 
vides. What is the scope of this J^ill ? Government can declare any 
association unlawful. It may be even the European Association and, 
iC I am in power tomorrow^ perhaps Mr. James will think twice before 
ennipping me with this power. Or it may be the Indian Civil Service 
Association, and I may declare it unlawful, for there is no control, no 
restraint, and no appeal. There is no other authority to which you can 
appeal against my decision. What I say is absolute : what I do is final. 
I can suppress any press. I can call for security. I can forfeit the 
security of any press on the pretext of any one of the innumerable 
grounds mentioned in section 4. I do not care to read out that section 
at tliis stage. I may have to do it later, but one of the things provided 
there is incitement to disaffection, and disaffection was defined by one 
of the High Court judges, Sir John Strachey, as want of affection. If 
I am a Minister, and if any Member on the other side says anything that, 
instead of promoting affection on the part of other people towards me, 
tends even indirectly to drain their ardour for me, it will be within my 
competence to crush that press and to call for security from that paper. 
Well, Sir, could I desire for more if I wanted to be a Hitler or a 
Mussolini t I think you are doing the gravest injustice to the intelli¬ 
gence of this country and also the cause which you seem to espouse by 
placing this Bill on the table of this House. Then, Sir, I do not know 
how you will interpret and enforce these things. Charlie Chaplin was 
hauled up in the divorce Court by his wife on the ground that he had 
been guilty of hatred towards her. Plain Charlie protested in naive 
earjiestness that his affection for his wife was unbounded and he had 
never been guilty of any lapses. But it was of no avail to him and the 
divorce was decreed. I do not know how publicists and public men will 
manage to protect themselves against such charges of dissection against 
them, whether by the existing Government which has never made any 
secret of its animosity for them or by their successors that may follow here- 
aiter. 
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There is yet another aspect which to ’ ine to be still more 

strange. Example is better than precept. The Honourable the Home 
Member and his fraternity want us to trust the Ministers and the Govern¬ 
ments of the future implicitly and to surrender to them the most valued 
riglits and privileges in advance : but how have they themselves behaved ? 

I do not know if Mr. Griffiths is here. The safeguards, even as they 
appear in the Government of India Act in their final form, do not 
satisfy some of the members of the Indian Civil Service, at least in Bengal, 
who held out a veritable threat which, when the Bill was in the last stage in 
the House of Commons, caused a little flutter at the time, even in the 
ranks of the bureaucracy in thisi country. Sir, may I put a question 
to the Honourable the Home Member as well as to others in his fold. 
So far as the Imperial Services are concerned, they cannot trust the 
Ministers. The Ministers should not even louch them. The Secretary 
of State alone will have exclusive control of the Imperial Services. Even 
the Governor General cannot be trusted, leave aside the Ministers. 
Even the Secretary of State cannot be trmJtcd. Unless his advisers 
representing the Services support a change by a majority, even the 
Parliament will not sanction any amendment of service rules or condi¬ 
tions. Sir, even in the matter of postings, the Minister has got to go 
to the Governor and to appeal to him. He has to pray to him to get 
Mr. Griffiths appointed to Midnapore or some other place, and, so far as 
the medical services are concerned, no Indian can be appointed to certain 
reserved posts even by the Governor. Well, Sir, does that indicate the 
confidence of the bureaucracy in the Governments of the future ? Is it 
just on their part to ask us to trust these Governments and to place the 
mo.st valued rights which alone constitute life worth living at the sweet 
piercy and disposal of these discredited suspects ? Is it sincere ? Can 
hypocrisy go further ? Can dishonesty go further ? I ask the 
tuieaucracy now and here—^what justification have they to force us to 
surrender to the mysterious, to the obscure, to the unknown and the un¬ 
knowable Ministers of the future the most valued heritage, the most 
cherished fundamental rights which form the very basis of civilised 
existence t IIow dare they impose these fetters on this country, while 
keeping themselves strictly and meticulously and completely out of the 
orbit and influences of these Ministers ? (Loud Applause.) 

Sir, I am reminded of a story I once read. There were two fine 
cousins, Eve and Mary. Eve was younger, but had 
5 P.M. divorces to her credit. They had a common 

friend, John, with a hare-lip and squint eyes. John wanted to marry, 
and Eve very seriously, very earnestly, very persuasively suggested it to 
Mary that she should marry John. Mary gently said : “ you have greater 
experience of married life, you have already had two husbands. Jolin 
has queer looks. Why don't you marry him ? " Well, for some time. 
Eve beat about the bush, but ultimately she gave out the truth. “ My 
dear Mary, your parents were married only once. Your grand-parents 
were married only once. You are, by nature,^ by heredity, faithful. So 
far as I am concerned, my mother was the third wife to my father, and 
my father was the third husband to my mother. (Laughter.) So it 
won't be safe for me to marry such a husband. Besides, Mary, I know 
you want a husband, so that you may serve him, and I want a husband 
po that he may serve me. So, so far as you are concerned, Johy| will 
be safe and you will be happy. But if I were to enter into this alliance, 
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both of us will be unhappy. But I will be prepared to help you both, 
aud I will make full use of cither or both of you on every occasion foi 
any purpose I like and choose.’’ (Laughter.) Tha't^ Sir, is th^ state 
of affairs that obtains in tliis country. It is very well to suggest, to us, 
to the innocent Marys in this country, to marry hare-lipped and S(iuiat- 
cyed Johns, so that the shrewd and the astute Eve may always be able to 
command the services of both to her heart’s content. (Laughter.) Are 
VO really such credulous, stupid fools 1 And, then, Sir, what is happen• 
ing today t How are the high and mighty behaving 1 Do you know 
bow the constituencies are being delimited i Do you know how the 
Doliiriitation Conferences and Committees are being forine<l ? Do you 
know in how’^ many diverse ways efforts are being made to manage ajiil 
manipulate things, so that the Birreaucracy may ever continue to rule, 
aud. while the mask and figure may be of an Indian, the power may 
always re.vt and vest in the liands of the European ? 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur llahim) : Would the 
Ilonoiirabie Member like to stop licre aiid resume liis speech tomorrow 1 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant : All right, Sir. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The House 
stands adjourned till 11 o’clock tomorrow. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Wednesday, 
the nth September, 1935. 



liEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Wednesday, 11th September, 1935. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) in the Chair. 


SU1»PLEMENTARY QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Refusal of Permission to Mr. Mohan Lal Saksena to visit the 
Cellular Jail at Port Blair. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : Sir, I have got my supplementary questions to 
question No. 240 which you kindly allowed to be put today. May I put 
them now ? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Yes. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : It is a long list, but I have supplied a copy of 
these questions to the Honourable the Home Member, so he should not 
have any difSculty in answering them. 

Do the papers laid upon the table of the House contain all the 
documents pertaining to the correspondence between the Home Member 
or his Government and Mr. Mohan Lal Saksena and the Honourable Mr. 
Chetti t 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : The papers which were laid 
upon the table contain the whole of the correspondence with Diwan 
Bahadur O. Narayanaswami Chetti. I only laid one letter of Mr. 
Mohan Lal Saksena on the table, because that was all I was a.sked for. 
To the best of my recollection, the whole of the correspondence was 
published in the press. 

Dr. Zianddin Ahmad : I rise on a point of order. Sir. Other 
Honourable Members arc handicapped, because we do not know the con¬ 
tents of the correspondence that was laid on the table, and, therefore, 
we cannot follow the supplementary questions. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : These supple¬ 
mentary questions are with reference to a question that was answered 
yesterday. 

Dr. Zianddin Ahmad : These supplementary questions are with 
reference to certain papers >vhich were laid on the table and those 
papers are in possession of one Honourable Member. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Chair 
takes it that the papers whieh are laid on the table of the House are 
open to all Honourable Members. 

( 761 ) 
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Mr. Sri Prakasa : I should like to know from the Home Member 
whether he would prefer me to put one question at a time or shall I put 
ail the (piestions at one time '! 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : It would be convenient if the 
Honourable Member puts one question at a time. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : Did the Honourable Mr. Chetti have an interview 
with Mr. J. S. Smyth, the C'hief Commissioner ot* the Andamans, at the 
Home Member’s residence as desired in the letter of the Government of 
India (Home Department), No. 1316|33-Jai1s, dated the 30th October, 
1933 f 

The Honomrable Sir Henry Craik : As I was not Home Member or 
in possession of the Home Member’s residence at the time, I cannot say. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : Did the Honourable Mr. Chetti disclose to Mr. 
Smyth the reason of his desire to visit the Andamans, and was Mr. 
Smyth satisfied that Mr. Chetti would go with an open mind, and was 
the right sort of person to be permitted to visit Port Blair / 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : 1 do not know whether the inter¬ 
view took place. But if it did take place, I do not know what happened. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : Did the Honourable Mr. Chetti avail himself of 
the permission given to him to visit the Andamans in the Government of 
India (Home Department) letter No. D.-14r)l|33-Jails, dated the 20th 
November, 1933, and the advice offered to him regarding the exact 
steamer by which lie sliould travel ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : He had to postpone his visit 
which he had intended to make sometime in November 1933 till later 
for private reasons. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa; When did Mr. Chetti actually visit the 
Andamans ? Did he ask for permission again before going there ! If 
so, will Government inform the House of the exact nature of the com¬ 
munication and the date thereof ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : He visited the Andamans in 
April, 1935. I received no communication from him before he went 
there. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : Did Government themselves inform Mr. Chetti 
of the earlier permission accorded to him to visit the Andamans after 
receiving Mr. Saksena's requisition 1 Was the advice repeated that he 
may visit the Andamans and was the steamer by which he might travel 
also prescribed ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Not as far as I am aware. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : Was the permission of 1933 of a nature that was 
good for all time ? Did Mr. Chetti inform the Government that he was 
going to the Andamans before he actually went 1 Did he keep in touch 
with Government and their officers in the Andamans during his visit t 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I have no information on that 
point. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : Was some official always present with Mr. Chetti 
when he was carrying on his investigations, and had he any opportuni¬ 
ties of independent inquiry f 
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The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : That, again, I have no infonua- 
tion about. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : Did Mr. Clietti send a report on the results of his 
visit of his own initiative or was he requested by Government formally 
or by any official orally to send his report ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : lie sent it on his own initiative. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : What words of Mr. Saksena in his letter made 
Government fear that he was not likely to make impartial inquiries t 
What words of his gave Government the idea that he accepted as true 
the complaints that had reached him t Does not the very fact tnat he 
wanted to make sure of the conditions at Port Blair by a personal visit 
prove that he did not accept the complaints as necessarily true ? Did 
he not say that he only wanted to see things for Himself and bring them 
to the notice of Government 1 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdin* Ifcihim) : The Honour¬ 
able Member must wait for the answer. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (After a pause.) i am sorry, 
but 1 thought your ruling was that the question contained arguments. 

In regard to that question, 1 have nothing to add to what 1 wrote 
in my letter which I laid on the table yesterday. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : Did the Honourable Member object to Mr. Sakseua 
on the ground that he went there as a self-appointed visitor t What 
was the position of Mr. C-heiti when he submitted his report ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : The same position as before. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa ; What opportunities have persons confined in the 
Andamans to make complaints to authority t 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I do not think that arises, but, 
as a matter of fact, they have opportunities as the Deputy Commissioner 
is bound to visit the jail from time to time and receive complaints. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : Are prisoners assured of protection from all 
harm if they make such complaints t Are any complaints suppressed 
by jail authorities ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I do not think so. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : You do not think that any protection is afforded 
to them ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Yes, protection is afforded to 
them : but if the complaints are completely false, they are punished. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : When the Deputy Commissioner visits the jail, 
is he not accompanied by jail officials and is it possible for a prisoner 
to complain frankly when the jail official is present t 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : My experience is that prisoners 
are not deterred by the presence of jail officials and they make complaints 
freely. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : As one who has been a prisoner, my experience 
is quite different. Have any complaints reached Government 
conditions in the Andamans during the years 1933, 1934 and Wod t it 
so, how many and did Government investigate into them T 

I*2001iAD ^ 
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The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Sir, does that arise in any way 
out of any answer that I have given t 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar : At whose expense did Mr. 
Chetti travel to Andamans ? 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chetty : May I ask, Sir, if there is any 
time-limit fixed for permission to go to the Andamans f 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I do not know if that question 
has ever arisen before. It depends upon the circumstances of each case. 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : Is it a fact that Diwan Bahadur 
Narayanaswami Chetti sent two letters and two reports to the Govern¬ 
ment of his visit regarding the inspection of Port Blair ? 

The Honourable ffir Henry Craik : He wrote more than one letter 

as far as I remember, but he sent only one report. 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : A communique was issued by the Home 
Department giving both letters and that appeared in the Press also T 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : He sent only one report, but 
we have had more than one letter. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Hindu, Buddhist and Muhammadan Monuments in the Southern Circle, 

Madras. 

257. *Mr. C. N. Muthuran^ Mudaliar : (a) Will Government be 
pleased to place on the table a list of Hindu. Buddhist and Muhammadan 
monuments in the Southern Circle, Madras 1 

(b) Will Government state how many of these monuments have 
been vested under the supervision of Government according to the 
Preservation of Monuments Act ? 

(c) How many of such monuments are Hindu. Buddhist and 
Muhammadan f 

(d) What are the monuments that have not yet been taken by the 
Department of Archaeology for conservation and protection under the 
said Act 1 

(fi) What action has been taken till now, or is proposed to be 
taken hereafter, by the Superintendent of Archaeology, Southern Circle, 
Madras, in the above matter ? 

(/) la it a fact that the most important Pallava Monuments in the 
Seven Pagodas and Coiijeevaram are going to decay, and if so, what 
action has been taken by the Superintendent of Archaeology, Southern 
Circle, Madras, in the matter of their preservation f If no action has 
been taken till now, why not f 

(o) Do Government now propose to take the necessary action t 

(h) Is it a fact that the inscriptions on the Pallava Monuments in 
the Seven Pagodas and Conjeevaram are becoming obliterated f 

(i) Has the attention of Government been called to that point t 
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(i) Does the Superintendent, Archaeology, Southern Circle, propose 
to take measures to preserve them from decay 1 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai: (o) It is not possible to comply with 
the Uonourablo Member’s request as Government only have a list of 
the mon aments that they have protected. 

(6) and (u). 347, of which 226 are Hindu, 19 Buddhist and 15 Muham- 
madan. 

(d) A list of the monuments which Government think might be but 
have not been taken over is laid on the table. 

(a) Until the financial position improves, the Department cannot 
assume responsibility for additional monuments. 

(/) and (g). Such decay as is due to natural causes beyond human 
control cannot be checked. Ordinary repairs to these monuments are 
undertaken by the Department through the Public Works Depai'tment. 
The question of making certain special improvements to tlie Seven Pagodas 
is engaging attention. 

(h), (i) and (j). Most of these inscriptions are protected and Gov¬ 
ernment are not aware that any damage has been done to these inscrip- 
tion.s apart from what is due to such exposure as cauuot be prevented. 


List of A'nciefft Monutnenis selected for Conservaiion in the Madras Presidency, 
not yet de^larel protected 


No. 

District. 

Ixicality. 

Name of Monuments. 

1 

Guntur .. 

Santaruvuru 

Ramalinga and Chennakesava temple. 

2 

Do. .. 

Chinnaganjam 

Phidambara temple. 

3 

Do. .. 

Do. ,. 

Buddhist remains in a mound. 

4 

Do. 

Peddaganjam 

Bogandani Dibba with Buddhist re¬ 
mains. 

6 

Do. 

Malkapurani 

Nandi slab with inscriptions in front of 
Visvesvara temple. 

6 

Do . 

Chejerla .. 

Kapotesvara temple with a chaitya as 
shrine and sculptures. 

7 

Do. .. 

Kondavidu 

The hill fort and buildings therein. 

8 

Do. 

Do. .. 

Gopinatha temple and inscribed pillar 
at the foot of the hill fort. 

9 

Do. .. 

Kanuparti 

Hindu sculptures in white and black 
stones. 

10 

Do. 

Do. .. 

Isvara temple. 

11 

Do. 

Amaravati 

Amarasvara temple. 
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No. 

District. 

Locality. 

Name of Monuments. 

12 

Gvntur .. 

Qarikapadu 

Buddhist remains in a mound. 

13 

Anantapur 

Uravakonda 

Mallikarjuna temple. 

14 

Chingleput 

Conjeeveram 

Kamatchi Amman temple. 

ifi 

Do. 

Do. .. 

Varadaraja Perumal temple. 

16 

Madura .. 

Kilakudi 

Jain statues and rock inscriptions on 
Sattipoduvu eaves on the Usmana- 
malai Hill. 

n 

Do. 

J>o. .. 

Similar statues and inscriptions on the 
top of the same hill at Peehipallam 
above Aiyaner temple. 

18 

Do. 

Madura .. 

Meenatchi Amman temple. 

1:2 

Do. 

Do. 

Teppakulam. 

20 

Do. 

Do. 

Gudal Alagar Perumal temple. 

21 

Do. 

Do, .. 

Nanmaithnivar koil, western gateway 
containing works of art both in and 
outside including the carving of a 
tank on the ceiling. 

22 

Do. 

Do. .. 

Annakuli mandapam containing big 
statues buried under the ground. 

23 

Madras .. 

1 

Yanamalai 

Jain cave with inscriptions and other 
ix^mains. 

24 

1 Do. 

Do. . 

Narasiiuha ti'mple with inscriptions. 

26 

Do. 

Alagarkoil 

Fort enclosing the temple. 

26 

Do. .. 

Do. 

Remains of Tiramal Naick's Palace. 

27 

Do. .. 

Do. 

Temple with Hanuma-tirtham tank. 

28 

Do. 

Palni 

Temple on the Idumbarmalai. 

29 

Do. 

Kongarapuli- 

yangulam. 

Panchapandava beds and Brahmi 
inscriptions in the cavern on the hill. 

30 

Do. .. 

Kuppalanattam .. 

Jain sculptures on the hillock. 

31 

Do. .. 

Vikramangalam .. 

Temple at Koilpatti. 

32 

Trichinopoly 

Samayapuram 

Sojesvara temple. 

33 

North Aroot 

Devikapuram 

Brinadambal temple. 

34 

Do. 

Do. ,. 

Kanakagirisvara temple. 

36 

Do. 

Brahmadesan 

Chandramouleavara temple. 

36 

Do. ,. 

Do. .. 

1 

Rudrakotesvara temple. 
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No. 

District. 

lAOcality. 

Name of Monuments. 

37 

North Arcot 

Ukkal .. 

Vishnu temple. 

38 

Do. 

Padavedu 

Hanuman temple. 

39 

Do. 

Nclvoy .. 

Rama temple. 

40 

Do. .. 

Sholavaram 

Siva temple. 

41 

Do. 

Pudupadi 

Bliaradwajesvara temple. 

42 

Do. 

Sholinghur 

Padampuram temple. 

43 

Do. 

Tirakkol 

RoulcitT stone containing inscriptions 
and .Taina images. 


Prof. N. O. Baaga: Are Qovemment aware that Amaravati and 
Bhattiprole monuments which are supposed to be protected under this 
Act are really in a very bad condition because of official neglect ? 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : I do not admit the suggestion that there 
has been official neglect. I have really no information regarding these 
two monuments, but I shall make enquiries. 

Prof. N. G. Banga : Are Government bringing any more monuments 
within the purA’iew of the Ancient Monuments Preservation Act t 

Sir Girja Shuikar Bajpai: I have already answori'd that question. 
I have said that until the financial jmsition improves, Government do 
not propose to assume responsibility for any additional monuments. 

Discovery or Paintings at certain Tbmpi.es at Conjebvaram anp 

Tanjobe. 

25K. ’’'Mr. G. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar : (a) Are Govornmeni aware 
of the fact that some old and interesting paintings have been discovered 
in the Kailasanathar Temple at Conjeevaram, the Brihadiswara Temple 
at Tanjore and the Jain temple at Tirupparuttikundram near Conjeeva¬ 
ram y 

(6) Is the Superintendent of Arehseology, Southern Circle, making 
any attempts to preserve them from deeay ? If not, why not ♦ 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) Yes. 

(h) Of the three temples mentioned by the Honourable Member only 
the Kailasanathar Temple is a protected monument. But as it is 
privately owned and in religious use, the scope of any measures for the 
preservation of the paintings thereon is necessarily limited. Negotia¬ 
tions for making the other two temples protected monuments are in 
progress 

Mr. 0. N. Muthqranga Mndaliar ; Has any negotiation been carried 
on wdth the trustees of Kailasanathar Temple so as to give greater scope 
for preservation of the inscriptions f' 
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Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : I understand that the Superintendent of 
the Circle concerned is in negotiation with the Trustees t 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : What is the amount spent per 
year on the preservation of all the monuments in the Madras Presidency f 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I want notice of the question. 

Discovery of Buddhist Images at Negapatam. 

259. G. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar : (a) Arc Qoveinment aware 
of the fact that a fresh find of a large number of Buddhist images was 
recently discovered at Negapatam ? 

(ft) Does the Superintendent of Archaiology propose to explore the 
site fully i If not, why not 1 

(c) Do Government propose to acquire the site and carry on 
excavations ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) Yes. 

(ft) and (c). No, as further digging of the site after the finds referred 
to did not reveal anything of archseological interest. 

Results of Excavations at Nagarjunakonda in the Guntur District. 

260. C. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar : (a) Will Government be 
pleased to state the action taken by the Superintendent of Archaeology, 
Southern Circle, Madras, in placing before the public the results of the 
excavations that were carried on at Nagarjunakonda in the Guntur 
District ? If no action has been taken, what are the reasons for not 
doing so ? 

(ft) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a list of the 
various publications of the present Superintendent of Archaeology, 
Southern Circle, Madras, on Hindu, Buddhist and Muslim archaeology 
and architecture T 

(^) Do Government consider such publications as an essential quali¬ 
fication and integral part of the official routine of the various officers 
in the Department of Archaeology 1 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai: (a) A preliminary account of the 

excavations at Nagarjunakonda was published by the Director General 
of Archaeology in India in the principal Indian newspapers in 1980. 
The question of entrusting the preparation of a full report ot the exca¬ 
vations to Mr. A. H. Longhnrst, formerly Superintendent, Archaeological 
Survey, Southern Circle, who himself conducted the excavation and 
the distinguished archaeologist, Dr. J. Ph. Vogel of Leiden has been 
under the consideration of the Director General of Archaeology in India 
for some time past. 

(ft) No separate publications have been issued by the present 
Superintendent but he has regularly contributed to the Annual Reports 
pf the Archaeological Department, 

(c) Every officer of the Department is expected to be able to. write 
about the subject in which he is a specialist. 
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Prof. N. O. Banga : Is it a fact that some of the finds are proposed 
to be .sent to the Madras Museum and the London Museum '? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : 1 am not aware of .any proposal for 
sending any of the finds to the London Museum, but, so far as the 
allocation to the Madras Museum is concerned, I shall supply my Honour¬ 
able friend with a copy of Government orders on the subject which 
indicate the principles on which such allocation takes place. 

Mr. 0. N. Muthnranga Mndaliar : With regard to the answer to 
part (a), for how long has this been under the consideration of the 
Government and when it will materialise t 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : The finds, or rather the process of 
finding, was completed in 1931, and, inasmuch as it has not been possible 
to arrange for the bringing out of a book because the terms have not 
yet been settled with Dr. Vogel, I cannot say how long it will take. 

Prof. N. O. Banga : In view of the fact that these finds are of 
special inlex’est to the Andhras in the Andhra country, will Government 
consider the advisability of keeping as many of these finds as possible 
in the Be/.wuda museum and the rest of them preserved at Nagarjuna- 
konda .alone ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I have already explained to my Honour¬ 
able friend that there are regular orders indicating the principles oni 
which distribution takes place. I cannot give my Honourabbs friend 
an undertaking about keeping these finds in the Bezwada Museum, 
but I will have the suggestion considered. 

Prof. N. G. Banga : Are proper steps being taken for the preserva¬ 
tion of these finds at Nagarjunakonda t 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Of course. 

Mr. C. N. Muthnranga Mndaliar : Are throe annual reports referred 
to ill answer to part (b) available in the Library t 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : No separate publications have been, 
issued by the itresent Superintendent, but he has regularly contributed 
to the annual reports of the Archseological Department. 

Mr. 0. N. Muthnranga Mndaliar : Are these annual reports avail¬ 
able in the lubrary of the House t 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I should think so. 

Mr. C. N. Muthnranga Mndaliar : With regard to the answer to 
part (Vj) that yon expect every officer of the Department to write ahont 
the subject in which he is a specialist, may I ask whether the officers 
have been doing so, so far t 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I have already answered that in reply 
to part (&) that the Superintendent of Archajology has been regularly 
contributing to the annual reports. 

Technical Qualtfioattons of the Sufebintendent of Abch.*olooy, 

SOUTHEBN CiBOLB, MaDBAS. 

261. *Mr. 0. N. Mnthnranga Mndaliar : (a) With reference _to 
ansAver to part (c) of question No. 1537, answered on Friday, the 5th 
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April, 1935. will Qovenimpnt be pleased to state whether Indians qualified 
both in archseology and archilectiire are available for the post of the 
Superintendent of Archieology, Southern Circle, Madras ? 

(6) If so, are Government prepared to appoint such a person to 
the Southern Circle and utili/x; the services of the present Superintendent 
in a place where an architect alone will be useful 1 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : (a) and (h). Government do not accept 
the suggestion that the officer referred to by the Honourable Member 
has only architectural qualifications. They regret that no officer better 
suited for the charge of the Southern Circle is available for posting to 
this circle at present. 

Hr. 0. N. Muthurang^ Modaliar : Will the Honourable Member 
refresh his memory by referring to the answer which he gave to question 
No. 1537 referred to in this part t 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : I took particular care to refreish my 
memory not once, but a dozen times before giving my answer to the 
present question. I do not think that anything that 1 said in the 
previous question is inconsistent with the reply that I have given 
to the present question. 

Hr. 0. N. Huthuranga Hndaliar : Will the Honourable Member 
state. 

Hr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; Next question. 
The Chair does not think the House is very much interested in that. 

Confirmation op a Foreign FiXPERT in the Archaeological Department, 

2C2. *-Mr. 0. N. Huthuranga Hudaliar : (a) Has the attention of 
Government been drawn to the last paragraph of the Simla Corres¬ 
pondent’s letter of the 14th June, to the Hindu, regarding the con¬ 
firmation of a foreign expert in the Archaeological Department T 

(5) Is it a fact that Government are contemplating the appointment 
of a non-British foreign scholar, now on special duty, to the post of 
Superintendent of Archaeology, which was recentl.v advertised for t 

(c) Are qualified Indians not available for the place T If Indians 
are available, do Government propose to consider their claims before 
making the appointment f 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c). The recommendations of the Public Service Commission 
for filling the vacant poist of an Assistant Superintendent in the Archaeolo¬ 
gical Survey of India are under consideration. 

Hr. 0. N. Huthuranga Hudaliar : Is it not a fact that a knowledge 
of Indian languages and Indian conditions is a pre-requisite for the 
appointment of anybody to this post 1 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : That fact was actually advertised. 

Hr. 0. N. Huthuranga Hudaliar : Did the Public Service Commis¬ 
sion select this particular foreign scholar referred to in this clause f 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : I have not suggested anything to that 
effect in my reply. 
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Mr. 0. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar : In making this appointment, will 
Oovernmcnt take into consideration the extra cost involved in appointing 
a foreign scholar by means of overseas allowance, etc. t 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : My Honourable friend is not quite 
correct in assuming that merely, because the person appointed is a 
foreign scholar, he is automatically entitled to overseas allowance. The 
answer I have given is that the question is under consideration. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyajigar : How many persons appeared 
before tlie Public Service Commission t How many Indians and how 
many Europeans t 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : Twelve people appeared before the 
Pjiblie Service Commission of whom one was a European. 

Use ov this Abmy Landing Ctroundk at Aoba and Ahmedarad by Bis 
Highness the IVIaharaja of Kash.mib and Prince Midwani. 

12G:.5. ’“''Mr. M. Asaf Ali : («) Is it a fact that landing grounds belong¬ 
ing to tlie Army are iiol open to civil machines in normal times ? If so, 
why ? 

(h) Is it a fact that <lespite this general restriction, His Highness 
the Maharaja of Kashmir and Prince Midwani were allowed to use Army 
lan.iing grounds at Agra and Ahmedabad f For what reasons were these 
exceptions made f 

Mr. G. R F. Tottenham : (a) Yes, because they aro required for 
Army imrposes, but exceptions are allowed in special cases. 

(b) In Fehruary, 1935, permission was accorded by His Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief, as a special case, to the use of the military 
landing ground at Ahmedabad by His Highness the Maharaja of Kashmir 
on his journey to and from Bombay. Prince Midwani was refused per¬ 
mission to use the military landing ground at Agra 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : How many stich landing grounds are owned by tho 
AriT<y ? 

Mr. O. B F. Tottenham : I could not say off-hand. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : A rough idea. 

Vtx. O. B. F. Tottenham : I could not give even a rough idea, without 
being inaccurate. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : May I know if these landing grounds are ever 
likely to be thrown open to civil aviation 1 

Mr. 0. R. F. Tottenham : The whole question is at present under 
consideration. 

Kr. M. Asaf Ali : How far have you proceeded in your considera¬ 
tion ? 

Mr. O. B. F. Tottenham : At present we are diseussing the conditions 
under which particular military areas may be used for civil aviation. 
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Aeboplane fobmebly in the use of His Excellency the Viceboy. 

264. *Mr. M. Asaf All : (a) On what terms has thei aeroplane, 
formerly iu the Viceroy’s use, been given to the Indian National Air* 
ways i 

(b) Do the Indian National Airways get Rs. 9,000 annually for 
keeping it in good trim f 

(c) If so, was this plane available for the evacuation of refugees from 
Quetta, immediately after the earthquake and was it so used t If not, 
why not ? 

(d) Was this machine requisitioned for the purpose mentioned above, 
and did it return to ,the Delhi Aerodrome after reaching some place in 
the Punjab, because it was not found airworthy 1 

The Honourable IMbr. D. G. MitcheU : (a) and (b). A copy of the 
heads of the agreement is laid on the table. 1 would refer the Honour¬ 
able Member to head (5). 

(c) and (d). The machine was available for the evacuation of refugees 
from Quetta. It was requisitioned for the purpose and started on the 
flight to Multan on the morning of the 9th June. The pilot was obliged 
TO return to Delhi owing to strong head winds and on inspection it 
was found that one engine was defective. On the following day the 
partieidar emergency (the evacuation of certain infectious cases from 
Quetta) for which the machine had been requisitioned had passed, and 
the machine was not requisitioned again. 


Heads of agreement between the Government of India and Indian National Airways 
for operation of Aircraft VT-ACT, 

(1) Indian .National Airways, Limited, will take delivery of the machine together 
with all log books and relevant certificates at the Royal Air Force Aircraft Park, 
Lahore, on or about the 6th October and will give to the Officer Commanding tho 
Aircraft Park a signed receipt for the aeroplane and all items of equipment taken 
over. 


(2) Such airframe spares for the Avro X as may now be held by the Royal Air 
Force will be handed over to the charge of Indian National Airways, Limited, for 
use on VT-ACT only. Any balance of spares unused and not recorded as used in 
the aircraft and engine log books will be returned with the aeroplane on the termina¬ 
tion of this agreement. 

(3) Indian National Airways, Limited, will throughout the year always maintain 
a flying and maintenance crew in Delhi of such numbers and qualifications as may be 
approved by the Director of (3ivil Aviation. 

(4) Indian National Airways, Limited, will provide one Armstrong Siddeley 

Lynx IVC engine as a spare for VT-ACT, together with the requisite stock of engine 
spares, and such airframe spares as may be necessary in addition to those handed 
over by Government. This spare engine and such spare parts as have not been fitted 
into the aircraft or engines will remain the property of Indian National Airways, 
Limited. 

(5) Tlie Government of India undertake to pay Indian National Airways, 

Limited, Bs. 1.800 per month in advance for the first 6 months of the year as n 
contribution towards the cost of the maintenance of the necessary staff to be kept as 
required in paragraph 8 above. Although during the second six months Government 
will not be paying contribution tho obligation of the Company to maintain the staff 
will remain. 

(6) The Avro X will be made available for Government nse complete with crew 

whenever required, provided that not less than 7 days’ notice is given to Indian 
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National Airways, liimited, that the aeroplane is required. When being so used, 
AO payment will be made to Indian National Airways, Limited, other than the 
detention charge provided in paragraph 8 up to a total of 15 hours in any one calendar 
month or up to a total of 90 hours flying in any one year, but Government will bear 
the expenditure actually incurred in the course of the flight, including petrol and oil, 
landing and housing fees and the outstation allowances of the crew. In respect of any 
flying on Government service over and above 15 hours in any one calendar month 
or over and above 90 hours in any one year, Indian National Airways, Limited, will 
be paid at the rate of its. 120 an hour in addition to the detention charge and actual 
expenses as referred to above. 

(7) If the Avro X is required for the conveyance of His Excellency the Viceroy 
or Her Excellency the Countess of Willingdon, Indian National Airways, Limited, 
will provide a second pilot, a wireless operator and such other crew as Uiay be 
approved by the Director of Civil Aviation. The actual expenses incurred in bringing 
such additional crew to Delhi will be repaid to Indian National Airways, Limited. 

(8) When the aeroplane is used on Government service including that of Their 
Excellencies away from Delhi, Indian National Airways, Limited, will be paid a 
detention allowance for the crew of Ks. 50 for each 24 hours they are absent from 
Delhi, subject to a deduction of Bs. 50 for each four hours of flight on any particular 
tour. 


(9) Indian National Airways, Limited, will be permitted to use the aeroplane 
on their own business, subject to the requirements of Government as set out above. 
If in the course of this commercial flying, it is intended that the aeroplane shall be 
absent from Delhi for a period longer than 48 hours, prior intimation will be given 
by the Company to the Director of Civil Aviation to ensure that any projected use 
of the machine for Government service is not interfered with. 

(10) No charge will be made by Government to Indian National Airways for 
use of the aeroplane on their own business up to a maximum of 60 flying hours a 
month, which free allowance shall be cumulative up to three months. In respect of 
any flying on the Company's business in excess of this total the Company will pay 
Government at the rate of Rs. 30 per flying hour. 

(11) While being flown on the Company's business, Indian National Airways, 
Limited, will insure the Avro X against all risks when not in Government service 
including flying risk, third party risk and risk of damage on the ground for the value 
of £3,000, and they will indemnify the Government of India against all claims arising 
out of such use of the aeroplane. Indian National Airways, Limited, arc not required 
to insure the Avro X against risks incurred while she is being flown or is away from 
Delhi on Government service, nor against risks incurred while the aeroplane is housed 
in Government hangar at Delhi. 

(12) No charge will be made by Goveniment for housing the aeroplane in the 
Government hangar at Delhi nor for landing and housing charges incurred while the 
Avro X is being used on Government service. Indian National Airways, Limited, will 
be required to pay the normal landing charges while the aeroplane is flving on the 
Company's business and the normal charges for housing in hangars including Govern¬ 
ment hangars other than at Delhi, while the aeroplane is being used on the Company's 
business. 

(13) This agreement will have effect in the first instance for a period of 12 
months. 


Mr. M, Asaf Ali : I understood the Honourable Member to say that 
one of the enpines was found to be out of order. Docs it mean that 
the machine was available for evacuation on that day t 

The Honourable Mr. D. 0. Mitchell : That was discovered after the 
pilot had gone some distance against strong head winds, lie then 
realised that his machine was not np to full strength, and very wisely 
returned and liad a further examination carried out. On the ordinary 
morning tests the machine had run up to normal revolutions and 
appeared to ho all right when it left the aerodrome. 



774 


UIOISLATIVB ASSEMBLY. 


[llTH Sep. 1936. 


BSr. M. Asaf Ali : With reference to the agreement that has been, 
laid on the table, may I know if any tenders were invited from other 
companies before the agreement was entered into, for the maintenance 
of this acropbine f 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : So far as I am aware, no. 

Mr. M. Asaf All : Why not t 

The Honourable Mr. D. O. Mitchell: It is not the sort of matter for 
which tenders are ordinarily called, and I doubt very seriously if any¬ 
body else would have tendered. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : Are there any other companies in existtmee or 
are there not 1 

Ihe Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : Not operating in Delhi, so far 
as I know. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : What about the Himalayan Transport Company f 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitcdiell : The Himalayan Transport 
Company was not at that time operating in Delhi. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; Next question. 

Mr, M Asaf Ali : Sir, may I ask another supplementary questi(>u t 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : .■it this rate 
we will never finish these questions of which already there are more 
than one thousand, and it will be unfair to other Honourable Members 
who have put down questions if thqy do not get a ohanue at all. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : I will ask only one more question, Sir. Are Gov¬ 
ernment contemplating another agreement with the National Airways 
for maintaining both the old and the new aeroplanes of the Viceroy t 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : Yes, Sir. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : Have they invited any tenders now ? 

Tho Honourable Mr. D. G. Mtchell : No, Sir. 

Mr. M Asaf Ali : Why not t 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Next question. 

Mr. M Asaf Ali; May I have the answer to my last question, Sir ? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Ahdur Rahim) : The Chair 
thinks sufficient has been answered already. 

Census of the Unemployed Pebsons in British India. 

26.). '•'Mr. M. Asaf Ali : («) Will Government be pleased to state 
the actual number of the unemployed among (i) educated middle classes, 
(«) agricultural labourers, (in) other labourers ? 

(6) Are Government prepared to consider the desirability of ordering 
an accurate census of the unemployed in British India t 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell ; (a) and (6). I propose, with 
your permission. Sir, to answer both parts together. As the second 
part of the Honourable Member’s question indicates, no statistics of 
the kind mentioned in the first part are available. The. question of 
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collecting etatisticii is primarily one for Local Oovernments but, as has 
been explained on more than one occasion in this House, the Govern¬ 
ment of India do not believe that figures of any value could be collect¬ 
ed in the absence of a system of financial benefits for the unemployed. 
An attempt was made at the 1931 census to collect figures of un¬ 
employed graduates but even this limited attemi>t to collect figures 
relating to educated person gave no satisfactory results. 

Prof. N. Q. Banga : Have Government studied the report of Sir 
Tej Bahadur Sapru’s Committee on middle class unemployment in the 
United Provinces ? 

Hie Honourable Hr. D. O. SHtchell : I understand Sir Tej Bahadur 
Sapru’s report has not yet been published. 

Prof. N. O. Banga : Will Government consider the advisability of 
making a preliminary inquiry at least into the unemployment that is 
jtrevailing in Centrally administered areas 1 

The Honourable Hr. D. Q. l^tchell: 1 do not see that an inquiry 
limited to such a narrow area will be of any great value. 

Ur. H. S. Aney : Will the Honourable Member explain what he 
means by saying that a limited inquiry will not give any ^tisfactory 
results ? Was he unable to collect the figures ? 

The Honourable Hr. D. O. Hitchell : If the Honourable Member 
will read the Census Rj’port for 1931, he will find there all the informa¬ 
tion that he requires. 

Hr. N. H. Joshi : May I ask if Government propose to provide 
financial benefits for the unemployed ? 

The Honourable Htc. D. O. Hitchell : There is at present no such 
scheme in contemplation. 

Prohibition op Relief Parties in Quetta and Baluchistan after the 

Earthquake. 

2(ifi. *Seth Hsji Abdoola Haroon : (a) Will Government bo pleased 
to state why relief parties were not allowed in Quetta and Baluchistan 
soon after the earthquake which recently took place on that side ? 

(h) Will Government be pleased to state what prevented them from 
recruiting men of the labour class from Sukkur, Shikarpur, Multan, 
Lyallpur, etc., forthwith, for saving the lives of thousands of people * 

(c) Was it not suggested at the very outset to begin digging work 
at Quetta for the benefit of the sufferers T 

Mr. O. B. F. Tottenham t (a) to (c). I think the Honourable 
Member will find answers to all parts of this question in the pam])hlet 
“ The Quetta Earthquake, 193.5 ”, copies of which have been sent to 
all Members of the House. 

Distribution op Properties to their Owners in Quetta. 

267. *86th Haj l Abdoola Haroon : (a) In connection with the 
reeent Quetta earthquake, will Government be pleased to state in what 
Way they propose to hand over properties to the individuals of Quetta. 
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who have lodged their statements of losses with the District Collectors and 
Commissioners for securing their properties 1 

(6). Do Oovernmeut propose to form a Committee of cdlcials and 
uon-ofUcials, without delay, with the co-operation of certain Quetta resi¬ 
dents to undertake the task of handing over the said properties to the 
owners ! 

ttr. J. O. Acheson: (a) The Honourable Member is referred to 
Chapter VI of the pamphlet “ The Quetta Earthquake, 1935 ”, a copy 
of which has been sent to him. 

(b) In view of the arrangements already made the answer is in 
the negative. 


Earthquake Belief Measures in Baluchistan. 

268. *Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : Will Government lay on the table 
a statement showing the relief measures extended by Government in 
the earthquake smitten villages of Baluchistan up till now 1 

Mr. J. O. Acheson : 1 would refer the Honourable Member to 
Chapters V and of the pamphlet ” The Quetta Earthquake, 1935 ”, 
a copy of which has been supplied to him. 

Grievances of the Pilgrims to the Hedjaz. 

269. ’“Sir Muhanunad Yakub : (a) Has the attention of Government 
been drawn to a printed report by Khan Bahadur Alhaj Muhammad 
Habibtillah Khan, a retired Deputy Collector of the United Provinces and 
a prominent member of the Court of the Aligarh Muslim University, and 
otliers, dated the 16th April, 1935, addressed to the Chairman, Port Haj 
Committee, Bombay, with reference to ” some grievances of pilgrims to 
the Hedjaz ” ? 

(6) Have Government taken any steps to ascertain and redress the 
grievances of the pilgrims to the Hedjaz, contained in the pamphlet men¬ 
tioned in part (o) f If not, why not t 

(c) Is it a fact that during the la.st Haj season, no dates of sailings 
were advertised at Jeddah ? If so, what steps were taken against the 
person or persons responsible for the negligence T 

(d) Is it a fact that there was no one to supervise the embarkation of 
the pilgrims at Jeddah during the last pilgrim^e season T If so, what 
action was taken by Government in this connection t 

Sir Qirja Shankar Bajpai: Sir, with your permission, I shall 
answer questions Nos. 269 and 270 together. Government have seen the 
report referred to by the Honourable Member, The points arising out 
of this and other reports received by Government on the working of 
the arrangements for the Haj Pilgrimage during the last pilgrim season' 
are under examination. Government propose to refer these to the 
Standing Haj Committee of the Central Legislature as soon as possible 
and hope that as a result of their own examination and with the advice 
of the Committee, it may be possible to remove defects t^t come to 
light. 
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Sir Muhammad Taknb : Will this investigation and consideration 
by Qoveniinent result in some practical scheme before the ijext Haj 
season comes f 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : We propose to hold a meeting of the 
Standing Haj Committee on the 2l8t of this month, and it will eertainly 
be our endeavour to get the results out by the beginning of October 
which is well in advance of the next Haj season. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Will their findings be circulated amongst 
the Members of the Assembly T 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I shall consider that suggestion. 

Complaints against the Opficers on S. S. “ Rahhani ”. 

f270. ’"Sir Muhammad Takub: (a) Is it a fact that S.S. 
“ liahmani ” cannot accommodate one thousand six hundred and one 
deck, 20 second class and 30 first class passengers allotted to it 1 Do Gov¬ 
ernment propose to reduce the number of passengers sanctioned for this 
boat f 

(b) Considering the grave complaints about the discourtesy and bad 
treatment on board the S.S. “ Rahmani ”, do Government propose ^ lO’ 
order the shipping company concerned to remove all the officers against 
whom complaints are made t 

Schemes fob Rubal Development Wobk. 

271. '"Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will the Honourable the Finance Membgr 
be pleased to state : 

(a) Whether he has received the proposals from the Local Gov¬ 

ernments about the manner of spending the Government of 
India grant for rural development work ; 

(b) whether those .schemes have been examined by the Govern¬ 

ment of India and they satisfy the tests laid down by the 
Honourable the Finance Member in his speech ; and 

(c) whether Government have issued or propose to issue any 

instructions to the effect that no expenditure is to be incurred 
by the Local Governments out of this grant, unless the 
schemes have been sent up to and approved by the Gov¬ 
ernment of India t 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg; (a), (6) and (c). I would refer 
the Honourable Member to parts (a) and (b) of my reply to nl^ 
Basnnta Kumar Das’s question No. 162 and to the statement referred 
to therein. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Sir, I will put only part (c) of this question, 
and not the other , parts. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg: As regards (c), I think it is 
dear from the White Paper which has been laid on the table that evety 
single scheme has been approved by the Go vernment of India. _ 

tFor answer to this question, tee answer to question No. 269. 

L2001jAD * 
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Mr. S. Satyamiirti : May I ask what steps Government have taken 
or propose to take to see that provincial Ministries do not use this 
money for electioneering purposes, in view of the elections next 
year ? 

The Honourable Sir James Gri^fg : I may say, if it is necessary 
to asnwer a question of that sort at all, that in the case which my 
Honourable friend has in view, I made special inquiries from the Gov¬ 
ernment concerned and that Government extremely resents that I 
should have even dared to pass on such a malicious insinuation ; for 
the rest we can rely on the sense of decency of Provincial Govern¬ 
ments. 

Prof. N. O. Banga : In view of the fact that in the report circulat¬ 
ed by the Government of India on this particular grant, special men¬ 
tion is made of the de})ressed classes for water facilities only in Bihar 
and Orissa and Madras, will Government consider the advisability of 
instructing the other Provincial Governments also to see that suitable 
provision is made for the provision of water supply facilities for 
depressed classes ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I have not the slightest doubt that 
those Governments which are embarking upon water supply sclicmos,— 
which are practically all of them,—are fully aware of their res¬ 
ponsibilities to the depressed classes in this matter. 

Accommodation allowed to a Deck Passenger in the Coastal 
Passenger Steamers. 

272. '’'Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pl ’Jased to state : 

(a) whether they are aware that the rule providing a minimum 
space of six square feet for a deck passenger in the coastal 
passenger steamers causes great hardship ; 

(d) whetlier they have examined the actual working of the rule ; 
and 

(c) whether they propose to alter the rule so as to provide at least 
twelve square feet as minimum accommodation for deck 
passengers ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) There is no 
such rule in force. 

(6) and (e). Do not arise. 

8. Satyamurti : Is there any practice at all like that, actually 
providing only six square feet as the minimum space for passengers ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The rules actually 
lay down the minimum requirements but they are not as stated in the 
question. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is the minimum prescribed by the 
rules ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad 2iafru1Iah Khan : The minimum 
prescribed is f: )m eigh* square feet to 15 square feet per passenirer 
according to the length of the voyage and the season during which 



QUliSTIONS AMD ANSWERS. 


779 


the voyage ia made. The ordinary prescribed mininnim is now eight 
square feet per passenger, but for certain very short voyages the 
minimum is 7^ square feet. 

Mr. S. Sstyamurti : What is the answer to clause (6) J Have 
they examined the actual working of the rule, and, are they satisfied 
that these minima are always provided in these voyages ? 

The Hononrbale Sir Muhammad Zafmllah Khan : Since the intro¬ 
duction of these rules the purport of which I have already submitted. 
Government are satisfied that they are on the whole being adhered to. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Not merely on the whole, Sir, but are they 
observed in each case, and does the Honourable Member know that 
even the exceptions might «iaase great hardship to the unfortunate 
passengers ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafmllah Khan : So far as the 

allotment of space is concerned, Government are satisfied that they are 
being observed : when I used the expression “ on the whole ”, T merely 
wanted to safeguard against any charge being made that each indivi¬ 
dual passenger’s case had not been examined with regard t«) each 
voyage ; that was the meaning of “ on the whole ” ; occasionally there is 
restricted space, not because proper space has not been allotted but 
because some ])assengers are in the habit of taking too much baggage 
along with tlieni in the space allotted to them ; but that is not a con¬ 
travention of the rtile on the part of the company ; and too great n res¬ 
triction with regard to this matter might result in hardship to the deck 
passengers. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : What is the answer to clause (c) f Will 
Government consider the suggestion of providing 12 square feet as 
minimum accommodation ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafmllah Khan : Government do 
not at present think that the rules do not provide for sufficient accom¬ 
modation. 

Resolutions passed at the Indian Deck Passengers Coneerence held 

AT ViZAGAPATAM. 

273. *Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(<i) whether thci- have received copies of resolutions Nos. 8 and 9, 
passed at the Indian Deck Paasengers Conference held at 
Vizagapatam on the I7th June, 1935 ; 

(ft) whether they propose to take steps to improve the conditions 
of travel on the lines suggested in the resolution, and if not, 
why not ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafmllah Khan : (a) '7'es. 

(ft) The suggestions made in the resolutions in question are under 
consideration. 

Prof. N. O. Banga : Are Government aware that conditions of 
supply of food for deck passengers are very bad indeed f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafmllah Khan : I do not think 
there is anything with regard to the supply of food in the resolutions 
referred to in the question. 

L200LAD ** 
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Prof. N. G. Banga : Are Government aware that there ia no protec¬ 
tion at all for deck passengers from rain or sou t 

The Hcnonrable Sir Muhammad Zafmllah Khan : No, Qovern- 
ment are not aware that there is no protection whatever from sun or 
rain. 

Prof. N. G. Banga : Are Government aware that the kitchens are 
sitiiatcd close to the latrines there and are in a very unhealthy condi¬ 
tion 1 

The Honourable Sir Mnhammad Zafmllah Khan : If that refers to 
all steamers with respect to third class accommodation, Government 
do not accept the allegation as correct. 

Prof. N. G. Banga : Will Government try to ascertain facts with 
regard to this in view of the fact that I myself had been a deck 
passenger and have had personal experience of this inconvenience ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafmllah Khan : If the Honour¬ 
able Member will supply definite information on that point, Govern¬ 
ment w'ill be only too happy to look into the question. 

Bill in connection with the Federal Bailway Authority and 
Setting up op Provincial Public Service Commissions. 

274. ’'‘Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(o) whether they are considering any proposal for a Bill in con¬ 
nection with the Federal Railway Authority to be placed 
before this House ; 

(b) if so, when the Bill is expected to be brought before this 

House ; and 

(c) whether there is any similar proposal with regard to setting 

up Public Service Commissions in all the Provinces f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : (a) Yes. 

(6) Possibly during 1936. 

(c) No legislation other than that contained in sections 26.'> and 
266 of the Government of India Act, 193.5, is, I believe, required for the 
establishment of provincial Public Service Commissions. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; May I know if this Bill is going to be intro¬ 
duced during the cold weather Session or the autumn Session of next 
year ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafmllah Khan : I am at present 
unable to specify during which Session it will be possible for Govern¬ 
ment to introduce this legislation. 

Sfr. Laldiand Navalrai : May T know when these Public Service 
Commissions in the provinces will be set up f 

^e Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafmllah Khan : That is for the 

provinces to say. 

Mr. S. Satvamurti: May 1 take the answer to (c) to mean that, 
so far as all-India legislation is concerned, there is no need for all* 
India. legislation t 
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The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : That is the 
meaning. i 

Hkport or Mb. K. P. S. Mbnon on tub Effbct or tub Mabkbtino 
Oadinancbs on Indian Sbttlbbs in East Atbica. 

273. ’“Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(o) the reasons why the report of Mr. K. P. S. Menon on the eflPect 
of the marketing ordinances on Indian settlers in East 
Africa was not published before the end of June ; 

(ft) whether Government have made representations to the Kenya 
Government on the Kenya Bill ; 

(t) whether Government’s attention has been drawn to the leading 
article in the Hindu, dated the 2i>th of June, 1935, on thu 
subject ; 

(fi) what steps, if any. Government propose to take to protect 
Indian interests in Kenya ; and 

(e) whether Government propose to consult this House on the 
question 1 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) As in the case of Mr. Menoii’s 
report on Zanzibar, Government waited for the publication of the 
Report until the views of the Governments of Tanganyika, Uganda and 
Kenya were available. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) Government have seen the article referred to by the Honour¬ 
able Member. 

(d) and (e). As a result of repre.sentations already made by the 
Government of India, several important amendments have been made 
in the Bill that was first published. The Secretary of State for the 
Colonies has agreed that the provisions of the Bill, as passed by the 
Kenya Legislative Council, should not be brought into operation until 
he has considered it further. The Government of India will examine 
the Bill, as passed, and will then decide whether any further action on 
their part is called for. Government do not think at present that it 
will be necessary to consult the House. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : At a later stage, before Government inake 
their final recommendations on this matter to the Governments con¬ 
cerned, will they be good enough to consult this House T 

Sir Girja Shwnlcar Bajpai : I cannot give any undertaking on that 
point, because T do not know whether the House will be sitting. 

Grievances of Indians domiciled in South Atbica. 

276. "'Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(o) the latest position of Indians domiciled in South Africa ; 

(ft) the grievances from which they are still suffering ; and 

(c) what steps, if any, they propose! to take to redress these 
grievances t 
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Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : (a) For a comprehensive account of 
matters of comparatively recent interest relating to Indians resident 
in South Africa, the Honourable Member is referred to the annual 
reports of the Agent of the Government of India in the Union, copies 
of which will be found in the Library. 

(6) and (c). The most pressing grievance of Indians arises out of 
disabilities connected with the occupation and ownersJiip of land in the 
mining areas of the Transvaal. This subject is under investigation by 
a special commission which the Government of the Union of South Africa 
appointed on the 4th October, 1932, in pursiiaiiee of representations 
made by the Government of India. Administration of the licensing 
laws has also been the subject of complaints from time to time. The 
Government of India delegation to the first Cape Town Conference 
suggested an overhauling of these laws but this has not been found 
possible so far. Other grievances, primarily of an administrative 
character and local or individual in scope, are dealt witli, as they 
arise, by the Agent of the Government of India in South Africa when¬ 
ever his intercession is invoked or considered necessary by himself. 
The Honourable Member is, I am sure, aware of the efforts made by 
the Government of India on behalf of Indians in South Africa in the 
past. Their present and continuing contribution to this cause is the 
maintenance of an Agency in South Africa to watch over and assist in 
the solution of day to day problems and to promote, by all ])ossible 
methods, that sympathetic understanding of Indian diffiQulties and 
Indian aspirations by the Government and people of the Union on 
which the redress of Indian grievances ultimately depends. 

Vb. B. Das : Have Government not received so far the Peetham 
Commission’s report, an extract of which has been published in the 
Indian press ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Two parts of the Peetham Commission’s 
report have been published, and I think copies have been placed in the 
Library of the House ; but those two parts do not complete the story : 
the third part is still awaited. 

Mr. B. Das : Have (loveniment examined these two parts and 
have they addressed the South African Government on these two parts 1 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : I think it will be premature for the 
Government of India to address the Government of the Union until the 
result of investigation of the whole problem has been published by the 
Commission. 

Mr. B. Das : lias the attention of the Honourable Member been 
drawn to the press report which appeared in the Statesman and the 
Hifidustan Times that the third part of the report will take time to be 
published and it will take a year or more ? 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : Not only do I take some interest in 
newspaper cuttings appearing on this subject, but the Agent in South 
Africa has instructions to report to us as occasion arises, regarding the 
progress of the Commission : and, as regards the information which my 
Honourable friend has imparted to me, I may enlighten him by saying 
that the completion of the third part of the report is shortly awaited. 
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Prof. N. G. Banga : Are suitable facilities being provided to those 
repatriated Indians who wish to go back to South xVfrica because 
South India does nol suit ti era 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : 1 do not think that that arises out of 
the answer that I have given. 

Allocation oe Assets and Liabilities between the New Orissa 
Province and the Government of Madras. 

277. *Mr. S Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether there was any differenee of opinion between the 

Madras Government and the Government of India on the 
question of the allocation of assets and liabilities between 
the new Orissa Province and the Government of Madras ; 

(b) what is the claim of the Madras Government ; and 

(c) what is the position of the Government of India ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : The Government of India have 
not yet formally (;onsi(l(>red these ((uestions. 

BKr. S. Satyamurti : I want to ask what is the claim of the Madras 
Government ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I am not prepared to disclose 

that. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know tlie reasons why ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Because the matter is still under 
consideration. 

Mr. B. Das : Is it not a fact that the Madra.s Government has been 
very grabbing in this matter ? 

The Honoiurable Sir James Grigg ; I will leave it to the two Honour¬ 
able Members to settle between themselves. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : But neither Mr. Das nor 1 am the Finance 
Member of the Government of India. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I saw u good many accounts 
from Madras sources of what the view of the Government of Madras 
was. and T suspect the Honourable Member knows pretty well what it 
is. 


Mr. S. Satyamurti : But what is the position of the Government 
of India ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : As I say, the Government of 
India cannot have a view yet. because the question has not yet been 
fohnally considered. 

Mbr. 3. Das : I hope the Government of India will be just. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti ; To Madras also ! 
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Faciutieis asked poa tbom Government by an Automobile Factory in 

India. 

278. ’‘'Mr. S. Sotyamiirti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether thej' have been approached by the promoters of an 

automobile factory in India to raise the import duties to a 
higher figure on motor cars and bodies ; 

(b) whether they have been requested to agree to the purchase of 

cars and lorries required for the army from the factory ; 
and 

(c) what other facilities Government were asked to provide and 

what the answer of Government was t 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : ia>), {b) and 
(e). Government have received no such representations. 

Delay in the Publication op the Report op the Taripp Board on the 

Glass Industry. 

279. ’’’Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(o) the reasons for the delay of three years in publishing the 
report of the Tariff Board on the glass industry ; 

(6) what the advice was wliich Government acted upon in turning 
down the Board’s recommendation for protection to the 
industry ; and 

(u) whether they are prepared to obtain and act on the advice of 
this House in this matter I 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) I would in- 
•vite the Honourable Member's attention to paragraph 4 of Government 
of India, Dcpai'tment of Commerce, Resolution No. 458-T. (14), dated 
the 22nd June, 1935. 

(6) The Government of India were guided by the principles laid 
down in paragraph 1 (c) of the Resolution adopted by this House on 
February 16, 1923. 

(c) No. 

Xx. S. Satyamurti : If the Government say that in deciding this, 
they acted on the opinion of this House, may I know the reasons why 
they are not prepared to obtain and act on the advice of this House in 
this specific matter ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I did not say 
that, in deciding this matter, the Government of India acted on the 
advice of this House. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : The Honourable Member said on the Resolution 
of this House. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (hi the principles 

contained in that Resolution. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; Is there any difference between the Resolution 
and the principles contained in the Resolution T 
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The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : Yes, ISir ; there 
is a diitcrence between the principles contained in that Kesoiution and 
the application of those principles to cases in actual practice. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I take it that in applying the principles 
they have departed from the decision of this House ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : No, Sir ; Govern¬ 
ment claim that they are willing to accept the principles laid down 
in that Resolution, but they must be left to decide how to apply those 
principles to any particular cases, as it would be extremely embarrassing 
and would practically bring the administration to an end if whenever 
a question of the application of principles to particular cases arise^j the 
opinion of the whole House has to be taken rather than that the matter 
should be decided by the Executive Government. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government place the matter before the 
House for its opinion, and consider a change in their decision if the 
opinion of the House is against the decision of the Government » 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : No, Sir. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Why not f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan ; T have already 
given the reason. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Because ho wants to keep up the autocracy of 
Government T 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : No, Sir. 

Mr. M, Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Are Government aware that 
the Tariff Board Report is unanimous. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Next question 
please. 

Negotiations foe Trade AGREEMEirrs with the Irish Free State, Canada 

AND Italy. 

280. ’''Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(а) at what stage the negotiations for trade agreements with the 

Irish Free State, Canada and Italy stand ; 

(б) when their agreements are expected to be concluded ; and 

(c) whether they will be placed before this House and if so, 
when t 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : (a) and (b). The 
Honourable Member’s attention is invited to the replies given to his 
starred questions Nos. 138, 139 and 209. 

(c) Copies of such of the agreements as are eventually concluded 
with any of these countries will be laid on the table in due course. 

Prof. N. O. Raxursk: Is it not a fact, Sir, that we have an adverse 
balance of trade with Canada f 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : That question 
does not arise. 
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Differences between European and Indian Members of the Indian 

Medical Service in the Matter of Payment of Railway Fares. 

28.1. S. Satyamurti : Will Government bo pleased to state : 

(а) whether it is a fact that a Junior Indian Major of the Indian 

Medical Service travels first class on payment of full first 
class fare ; 

(б) whether a senior British Captain of the same service travels 

first class on payment of only a second class fare ; and 

(o) whether there are other such differences between Indian and 
European Members of this service, and iC so, the reasons 
therefor ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : (a) and (ft). I would refer the Honour¬ 
able Member to the answer T gave on the 4th September, 1935, to Mr. 
V. V. Giri’s starred question No. 116. 

(r) The distinetiori is not one of race. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : 1 think. Sir, parts (a) and (b) have been 
answered. What is the answer to part (e) ? Are there Indian members 
of the service having this privilege, that is, of travelling first class on 
I)aymeiit of second class fare ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : Certainly, Sir. 

India’s Batjince of Trade. 

282, *Mr. 8, Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether they have noted that the balance of trade in recent 

years is not as favourable to India as it was before ; 

(b) whether they have examined this question, and if so, what 

their conclusions are ; and 

wiial Ksteps, if any, they propose to talce to bring the balance 
of trade bi India’s favour ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) and (6). The 
Government of India have examined the question and they are of 
opinion that India’s total balance of trade has not deteriorated in the 
past few years. If the Honourable Member has in mind the balance 
of trade in merchandise only, I would point out that the decrease in 
value of that balance may be entirely attributed to the fall in world 
commodity prices since 1929, but that measured in terms of the quantum 
of trade, the position in 1934-35 is comnaratively better than the 
average of the three pre-depression years 1926-27, 1927-28 and 1928-29. 

(c) In view of the fact that India’s balance of trade is a favour¬ 
able one, I presume that the Honourable Member wishes to know what 
steps are contemplated to increase that balance. The Government 
of India are at all times watchful of the interests of Indians export 
trade and are prepared to take any steps which, in their opinion, are 
to its ultimate advantage. The Honourable Member will, however, 
realise that it is not within the power of the Government of India 
alone or of any other single Government to raise the world prices of 
primary commodities. 
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Ifr. 8. Satyamurti : 1 think 1 heard the Honourable Member say 
that the fall in the value of th^ trade may be due to the fall in world 
prices. What is the actual position. Sir ? Have Government examined 
the question, and have they come to any conclusion that tins fall in 
prices is due to the fall in world prices, and not due to any other 
causes? 

Tho Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The Govcrnmeni 
of India have examined the position, and it' the Uonourable Member 
desires, and if you. Sir, will permit me, 1 am prepared to give him figures 
which would bear out what I say. Assuming that I have your permis¬ 
sion, [ shall proceed to give the figures. 1 am afraid the matter is a 
little bit complicated, but I shall try to make it as clear as possible. 
The average price levels of exports as measured by the (Calcutta Index 
No. was 139 for the three year period 1926-29. The figure now stands 
at 76. There has thus been a fall of 45.3 per cent, in the value of ex¬ 
ports. Corresponding indices for imports are 150 and 111. These 
figures represent duty paid prices, and after making adjustments on 
the average for 10 per cent, duties for the pre-dei)ression period and 
25 per cent, for 1934-35, the ex-duty indices will work out at 136.3 and 
88.8. The result would be a fall, so far as the imports are concerned 
in the index prices of 34.8 per cent. That being so, without wearying 
the House too much with figures, if these falls are applied to the figures 
for exports and imports, the result would be as follows. The average 
of exports for these three years is 325.37 erores. If the fall in prices 
is applied, to this figure, (the fall is 45.3 per cent., and therefore if 
one has to work out the 55.47 per cent, of this figure), should have been 
177.9 erores. The average imports for those years were 242.73 erores. 
That worked out with a fall of 34.8 per cent, in the imports, would 
give the figure of 158.2 erores. On those figures the balance in the 
quantom of trade should have been a favourable balance valued at 
19.7 erores. Actually the balance of merchandise in 1934-35 was 
valued at 23 erores. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; Have the Government considered that this 
favourable balance of trade,—T am trespassing ou the Honourable the 
Finance Member's portfolio perhaps,—^Init since the Honourable the 
Commerce Member is answering this question. I want to know, if the 
Government have considered that this balance of trade, such as it is, 
is kept up largely by the export of gold ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The figures I 
|iave given relate to merchandise alone. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : T am talking of the entire balance of trade. 
Has the attention of the Ilonourable the Commerce Member been drawn 
to the fact that that favourable balance of trade, such as it is, is kept 

by the export of gold ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The entire 
favourable balance of trade is composed of merchandise and gold. If 
the Honourable Member means if I have seen the figures ; I have seen 
them. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will he take steps to see that, excluding gold, 
tne favourable balance of trade, which is not certainly anything like- 
it was some time ago, is kept up f ■ > 
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The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : In Rupees not. 
In the quantom of trade, yes. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Do Government consider for their purposes 
quantom of trade is more important than rupees V 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : No, but I am 

giving the position as it stands. I do not wish it to be implied from 
my answers that Government consider that no efforts should be made 
to improve the balance of trade. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; May T know what are the steps they arc 
taking. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim: A question 
like this cannot be satisfactorily discussed by means of a supplementary 
question. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : One supplementary question, 
Sir f 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) *. The Honour¬ 
able Member cannot discuss this question in a supplementary question. 

Refusal of Permission to visit Quetta for Earthquake Relief Work« 

2S3. *Mr S. Satyamurti ; Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) the names of the persons and the institutions who applied for 
permission to visit Quetta for earthquake relief work ; 

(h) whether any of them was permitted to visit Quetta ; and 

(c) the reasons why permission was refused to them to visit 
Quetta for this purpose f 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : (a) I la^’^ on the table a list of applicatioiui 
made between June 3rd, and July 23rd. Having regard to the conditions 
which prevailed after the earthquake it is not certain that this list is 
complete. 

(6) In addition to medical parties from Lahore, Amritsar and 
Karachi which worked at Quetta for a short time at the beginning of 
June, Mr. Hogg and fifty Rover Scouts from Lahore, were permitted to 
enter Quetta. More recently the Memon Relief Society (Calcutta) which 
had been doing good work in Karachi were offered permission to work 
in the rural areas near Quetta, but expressed their inability to under¬ 
take further relief work. Special facilities have also been given to 
l“eligious bodies, ais far as the state of the buildings warrant, to remove 
their books and other sacred objects and also to collect ashes. 

(c) I refer the Honourable Member to Chapter TV of the pamphlet 
The Quetta Earthquake, 1935 


Namei of personn and vnstituiicwt who applied for permission to visit Quetta for relief 

worh, 

1. Ghannhamal, Karachi, for several representatives of Dera Ghazi Khan 

District. 

2. 12 Bikh volunteers c|o Guru Bingh Babha, Karachi. 

3. Dr. Hiralal, Meerut. 
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4. Amritsar Ckmg^ess, 100 persons. 

5. Bevasamiti Volunteers, Lahore, 20 persons. 

6. Mr. H. Beal, Calcutta. 

7. Vice-Chancellor, Aligarh University, party, no number. 

8. 30 scouts from Sevasamiti, Jammu. 

9. Punjab Congress Committee, no numbers. 

10. Khan Bahadur A. A. Khan, Superintendent, Transportation, Bailway, 

Allahabad. 

11. N. W. Railway Accounts Union, Lahore, 2 members. 

12. Belief Committee, Hyderabad (S.), 5 members. 

13. Belief Committee, Hyderabad (S.), 20 members. 

14. Belief Party, Nagpur, if services needed (no numbers). 

15. Delhi Muslim Qfuetta Belief Committee (no numbers). 

16. Sevasamiti, Delhi (no numbers). 

17. Captain A. E. Fitzpatrick, Murree. 

18. Punjab Provincial Congress Committee, 20 volunteers. 

19. Dr. Bajeshwar Singh, Ghaziabad, U. P. 

20. Mr. Hogg and 50 Boy Scouts, Lahore. 

21. Public of Phularwan (no numbers). 

22. Karachi Indian Brokers Association (no numbers). 

23. Baba Kartar Singh, Lahore (500 volunteers). 

24. Hindu Seva Sadan, Hardwar, (20 volunteers). 

25. Mr. Niranjarc Lall, Gangab, Salieupur. 

26. Jamiatulamai Hind, Delhi, 3 volunteers. 

27. Major T. C. H. Shaw, Fern House, Murzapur Boad, Ahmedabad. 

28. Mr. Sewa Singh, Overseer, B. and N.-W. Railway, Muzaffarpur. 

29. Mr. S. M. G. Abb^is Ali Khan, Alwar, Bajputana. 

30. Mr. Nand Lai, Bangumahal, Ujjain. 

31. The Kasht Nirawak Samiti, Agra, 10 volunteers. 

32. Dr. Mehta Nandlal, Patna (party of doctors and engineers). 

33. Vaish Orphanage, Meerut (3 persons). 

34. Mr. P. Bharthi, Dinapore. 

35. Mr. C. Franklin, Fx-Services ’ Association, Ajmer. 

36. Mr. V. P. Chatterji, Calcutta. 

37. President, Orphanage, Patiala. 

38. Mr. B. F. Hunter, Khnnpur Road, Ahmedabad. 

39. The Delhi Territorial Troop (India). 

40. Mr. E. A. Richards, Kurunegala, Ceylon. 

41. Bohri Panchayat. 

42. Mr. Rabindranath Mukerji, Benares. 

43. 10 Boy Scouts from Bahraich. 

44. Mr. Nanath Chand Batra, Indore. 

45. Baba Kai^ar Singh Bedi, Saharanpur (500 volunteers). 

46. Sir Pheroze Bethna, Bombay, on behalf of Karachi Parsis. 

47. Pribnidhi Maha Sabha, Rawalpindi (30 persons). . 
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48. 8ewa Samiti, Mardan (2 doctors and 15 boy scouts). 

49. Mr. H. B. Maisko, Sindi (G. I. P. Railway), District Wardha. 

50. Dr. M. N. Sen, 9312, Bakul Bagan Road, Bhowanipur, Calcutta. 

51. Assistant Secretary, Ramkrishna Mission, Belur, Howrah District, Bengal. 

52. Mr. Mohamed AfzaJ, Jagir Lambardar, Mozang, Lahore, with 200 men 

and a qualified doctor. 

53. Thakurdas Pribhdas Manghirmalani, B.A., LL.B., Advocate, Hyderabad 

(Sind). 

54. Messrs. P. K. Mukherji and B. K. Chandra, C|o Mr. D. K. Roy, Main Hostel, 

Hindu College, Delhi. 

55. Mr. P. N. Barhanpurey, C|o Yamunabai, Potfode, Dhantoli, Nagpur. 

56. Memon Relief Society (Calcutta), Baluchistan Earthquake Belief Camp, 

Karachi. 

57. Chaudhri Bansi Lai, M.L.G., Masti Ghite, Lahore. 

58. Mr. D. N. Nandanwar, Kostipura, Nagpur. 

09. Mr. S. F. Lakhani, Narain Mahal, Hirabad, Hyderabad (Sind). 


Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : May I know why the All-India ISeva 
tSamiti organisation of Allahabad was refusfed permission ? 

Mr. O. K. F. Tottenham : The reasons are explained in the pamphlet. 
There were no special reasons that were applied to special parties or 
special people. The reasons were the same for all. 

Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : May 1 ask why, in the beginning of 
June, two or three days after the earthquake, a Karachi party was 
allowed to go to Quetta and that party was then returned by the autho¬ 
rities back to Karachi ? 

Mr. G. B. P. Tottenham : I do not know exactlj^^ which party the 
Honourable Member refers to, but f have stated in reply to part (b) of 
the question that a medical party from Karachi did go and work in 
Quetta for a short time. 

Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : But they were asked to return to 
Karachi and not to remain in Quetta. 

Mr. O. R, P. Tottenham : I do not know whether they were asked 
to return to Karachi or whether they returned of their own accord. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May T know from the Honourable Member 
if parties are now freely allowed to go to Quetta for doing relief work ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson ; T have no information, but I believe no parties 
have recently gone up in addition to those already present. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : But if any party wishes to go there f 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : It is a hypothetical question. All requests will 
be considered on their individual merits. 

Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : Is it a fact that the Memon Relief Party 
was permitted to go to Quetta after three months when their funds had 
been exhausted ? They had already finished their funds in Karachi and 
then the Government permitted them to go to Quetta. 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : I do not know. 
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Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : Is it aot a fact that, on account of 
barring the entry of people into Quetta for relief work, there have been 
heavy losses in the matter of both life and property in Quetta f 

BCr. G. B. F. Tottenham : No, Sir. 

Excise Duty on Steel. 

284. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(а) whether their attention has been drawn to the report of the 

speech of the Chairman of the Tata Iron Steel Company at 
its last annual meeting, regarding excise duty on steel ; 

(б) whether they propose to remove the excise duty as early as 

possible ; and 

(c) if not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : (a) Yes. 

(6) and (e). I would refer the Honourable Member to the record (»f 
the debates on the Iron and Steel Duties Bill in July and August, 19114. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Do not Government make any progress ? We 
are referred back for years. I want to know the present position ! 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : The present position is precisely 
what it was in 1934. I have got all the extracts here, and with your 
permission. Sir, I will read a short one : 

“ T?ie Commerce Member (Sir Joseph Bhore) aad myself (I was speaking) 
have buth made our position in this matter absolutely clear, and if we went on para¬ 
phrasing and reiterating our views on that matter for a month I do nut think we 
could make our position any clearer. Neither of us contemplate that this particular 
excise shouhi form a permanent part of the fiscal system of this country. As to the 
time and circumstances in which it can be removed nobody can prophesy, but oar 
desire and intention is that it should not be kept on a momiuit longer than it is 
necessary.'' 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : It is now one year. This was said in 1934, and 
has nothing happened in this one year for the Finance Member to give 
serious consideration to this question ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : In the first place, in matters of 
taxation, it is not usual to give advance notice of your intentions, and 
in the second place, the question of necessity is in the last resort one for 
the Government to determine. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : This excise duty is maintained merely for revenue 
purposes. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : T have never heard of any excise 
duty being a protective duty before now. Quite the opposite. 

Prof. N. G. Banga ; Is it not a fact that a very high dividend was 
declared last year ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Does the Honourable Member 
want to increase the excise duty ? 

Prof. H. G. Banga : I*s it not a fact that a very high dividend was 
declared by the Tatas at the last meeting 1 
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The Honourable Sir James Origgf : That seems to indicate that the 
excise duly is not felt as a hardship. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das : Do Government contemplate the abolition 
of this excise duty when it will be financially possible for them to abolish 
the revenue duty ? 

The Honourable Sir Janies Ori^fg: I meant precisely what 1 have 

said. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ay 3 rangar : What io the amount of excise 
duty recovered year after year for the last two years 1 

The Honourable Sir Junes Qrigg : I cannot say offhand, but I believe 
it was Bs. 11 lakhs in the partial period of last year. 

Result or the Imposition of an Impobt Duty on Broken Bice and 

Prohibition op Imports of Bice from Siam, Indo-China, etc. 

285. "'Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) the result of the imposition of an import duty of 12 annas per 

maund on broken rice ; 

(b) whether it has resulted in any appreciable increase of prices ; 

and 

(c) whether Government are considering the prohibition of imports 

of rice from Siam and Indo-China, and fixing of quota from 

Burma ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : (a) and (h). The 
Honourable Member is referred to the reply given by me to parts (a) and 
(b) of his question No 194. 

(c) No, Sir. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Tht?n the Government are not considering this 
question ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Ibfrullah Khan : I believe I have 
explained the whole position in answer to the supplementary questions 
to the question referred to in my answer to parts (o) and (&) of the 
question. I gave reasons to show that the position was not such as to 
justify the kind of action suggested by the Honourable Member. 

Mr. 0. N. Mnthnranga Mudaliar : With regard to the answer to part 
(b) of the question, may I ask the Honourable Member if the prices have 
not slightly fallen owing to the import of Siam rice during the month of 
August ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have answered 
that question in the supplemen^aries. I laid on the table of the Hoime 
a statement showing the prices up to the end of July, and then this ques¬ 
tion was put and my reply was that the figures with reeard to the mouth 
of August had not become available and my reply is still the same. 

Dr. T. S. S. Bajan : Vfhat about part (c) of the question, the fixing 
of a quota from Burma t What is the answer to that question t 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zaftullah Khan t^The answer was 
“ No ”. 
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Mr. 8t Bft^jr&ninrti : With regard to the fixing of a quota from 
Burma, are Government considering it ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafnillah Khan : No. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Next ques¬ 
tion. 

Terms offered for the Transfer of British Service Officers to the 

Indian Army. 

286. *Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Will Governmeiil be pleased to state ; 

(a) the reasons why they have offered attractive terms for the 

transfer of British Service Officers to tli(^ Indian .^irmy ; 

(b) whether these terms are offered by the Army Council with¬ 

out consulting the Government of India ; and 

(c) if they were consulted, what their opinion in the matter was t 

Mr. O. R. P. Tottenham : (a) The Honourable Member’s atten¬ 

tion is invited to the reply I gave the other day to Mr. Ananthosayaiuim 
Ayyangar’s starred question No. 170. It is true that, in order to increase 
the area of selection, certain conditions, which are normally imposed in the 
case of transfers, have been relaxed, e.ry., the age limit and the time within 
which officers must (pialify at certain examinations, but financially the 
terms arc exactly the same as they have always been. 

(b) No. The terms were formulated by the Government of India, and 
sanctioned by the Secretary of State. The Army Council had considerable 
difficulty ill sparing the officers and went out of their way to do so in order 
to meet Indian requirements. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Damage by Earthquake: and Re-Building of Quetta. 

287. *Mr. 8 8atyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(а) whether they have considered, or are considering, the ques¬ 

tion of the continuance of Quetta as a civil and military 
station either on the present scale or on a reduced scale ; 

(б) the actual extent of damage to Government in the Civil and 

Military Department by the earthquake ; and 

(c) the expenditure proposed to be met by the Government of 
India for re-building Quetta either at the present or on some 
other site f 

Mr O B F. Tottenham ; (a) The Honourable Member’s attention is 
iuvitert’to’Chapter VIII of the pamphlet “The Quetta Earthquake, 
1935 The matter is under consideration. 

(b) and (c). The Honourable Member’s attention is invited to my 
reply to Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon’s starred question No. 163 on the 6th 
September, 1935, 

Ml* g. Satyamtlrti; Was an estimate of expenditure given then f 
LMQIiAD ” 
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Mr. O. R. F. Tottenham : If the Honourable Member would read the 
reply that I gave on llie (1th September, the answer was : 

The present estimate of the eost of recoiiMtiuction, wliieli must nocossarilv be 
extremeJy rough, is between Ks. 7 and 8 erorcs. ” 

Mr. 8. Satsramurti : May 1 know whether Govornnient have con¬ 
sidered, or are considering the means of finding this money ? Are they 
going to raise a loan ? 

Mr. O. R P. Tottenham : 1 think thar question should be adciressed 
to the Honourable tlic Finance Member. 

Mr. S. Satyamurtii : Have Qoverninent considered the question of 
the site V Have they come to a conclusion on that point ! 

Mr. Q-. R. P. Tottenham : No. The matter is still under considera¬ 
tion. 

Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : Is it possible, in the present state of 
tJie Government’s finances, for this amount of Rs. 7 or 8 croros being 
spent on the reconstruction of Quetta ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : I think that question ought to be addressed 
to the Honourable the Finance Member and not to me 

Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : xVre Government aware that I read d»y 
before yesterday an article in the Statesman that Karardii is a more 
suitable place for the Western Command than Quetta. Is not Karachi 
a more suitable place for the purpose V 

Mr. O. R. P. Tottenham : I do not know what the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber read in the paper the day before yesterday. 

Mr, 8. 8atyamurti : May I ask the Honourable the Finance Member 
how he pi oposes to get this amount of Rs. 7 or 8 crores ? Does he propose 
to consult this House on the need for spending, and the means of raising 
this money 1 

The Honourable 8ir James Grigg : 1 would repudiate the suggestion 
that the question of the future policy regarding Quetta is a matter for 
me to bring before this House. The question of raising money will, in 
so far the expenditure is votable, be brought before this House, and, 
in so far as it is non-votable, it will not. 

Mr. 8. 8atyamurti : May I ask whether the policy of re-building 
Quetita either on the present site or on the neighbouring site will be 
placed before this House at any time before the Government make up 
their mind ? 

The Honourable 8ir James Grigg : That is not for me. 

Mr. 8. 8atyamurti : May I ask the Honourable Member, Mr. 

12 jNooN. Tottenham, whether Government propose to consult 
the opinion of this House on the important and costly 
proposition of re-building Quetta, either on the present site or on the 
neighbouring site, which, I understand, is going to cost eight crores of 
rupees f 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : There is a Resolution on the paper on this 
subject j and if Honourable Members oppositje would agree to allow that 
Resolution to be discussed instead of the one they have themselves put 
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down for the 19th, the House would have an opportunity of expressing 
its opinion on that point. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What Resolution ? Is it a Government Resolu¬ 
tion ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : Tiieiv^ is a Resolution tabled by my Honour¬ 
able friend, Seth Ilaji Abdoola Haromi, roeommendiri}* that Governineut 
should not re-build on tJie existing site. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : What is (iovernment's j)osition ? Are they 
going to consult this House by ni<;a!is of a motion of their own on the 
question of re-building Quetta, either on the present or on the neigh¬ 
bouring site 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : 1 have nothing to add lo what the Honour¬ 
able the Finance JVIemlw said about that. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : When I ask the Anuv Secretary, he refers me to 
the Finance Member, and wdieu 1 }>ut Mio question lo the Finance Mem¬ 
ber, I am told t]iat the question should be put to the Army Secretary. I 
don’t care who answens it. Somebody must answer it. Let the Home 
Member answ^er that. I don't mind. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Graik : 'J'Ikj question is under considera¬ 
tion. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Is the que.stion of consulting the House also 
under consideration i 


(No answer.) 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Silence is the best answer ? 


' SHORT NOTICE QUESTION AND ANSWER. 

AfiLKOA'riONS A(»AIN8T BuiTlSrf SOLDIKRS STATIONED AT JUBBULPOUE. 

Mr. Satya Narayan Sinha : Are Government aware whether the 
remark of the Honourable the Law Member in the Assembly the other day, 
while objecting to Mr. Satyamurti’s motion for adjournment, regarding 
Benda incident, that the Court might hold that the soldiers acted in ‘‘ self- 
defence ”, is likely to prejudice the course of justiee, because the remark 
has emanated from a responsible person like the Honourable the Law 
Member ? Is it not a direction to the Court as to its findings in the case 
which it is trying at present ? If so, how do Government propose to make 
amends for it ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripeudra Sircar : Attention of Government has 
been drawn to an article in the Hindustan Times, which ended with a 
desire on its part that this matter should be taken up on the floor of the 
House by some M.L.A. and the arguments and language of which article 
including the wholly unjustified expression “ indiscreet* ” have been re¬ 
produced in the question. 


The expression * indiscreet ’ has since been deleted under the orders of the 
Honourable the President." 

L200LAD C2 
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The remark attributed to the Law Member is wholly misleading by 
reason of part of a sentence being reproduced after omitting what pre¬ 
cedes and follows it. 

The entire sentence is as follows : 

We must take all theorotioal objections and supposing that the Court finds, ns 
a matter of fact, there was justification for the exercise of right of self-defence, and 
80 on, it may not be a fact ultimately iiroved, etc.* ’ 

The remark as actually made is not capable of being perverted into a 
direction «r even a hint to the Court as to its findings in the case. 

The argument expressly stated to be based on a theory which may 
not be the Tact as ultimately proved was necessary for showing that the 
matter was svh judice —a contention which was upheld by the Honour¬ 
able the President. 

Bfr. S. Satyamurti : May I take it that the Law Member now cate¬ 
gorically says that his statement is neither a direction, nor a hint, nor 
anything else to the Court 1 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I see that my Honourable 
friend uses the woi'd “ now ”. The question of “ now ” does not arise. 

Mr. Satyamurti ; Does he again ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : What is the question ? I 
am quite prepared to answer it. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : 1 am prepared to put the supplementary ques¬ 
tion, if you will permit me. Does the Honourable the Law Member say 
that again—^that his speech that day was not to be construed by the 
Court as either a direction, or a hint, or suggestion of any kind ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I have nothing to add. 1 
said that the grossest perversion which may be applied to it does not 
lead to that conclusion. 

MOTION FOK ADJOURNMENT. 

Appointment ok an fiimopEAN Businessman as the President op the 

Indian Tariff Board. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : 1 have receiv¬ 
ed notice of a motion for the adjournment of the business of the House 
from Seth Qovind Das, as follows ; “ The appointment of an European 
(Sir Alexander Murray) businesisraan as the President of the Indian Tariff 
Board ”. T understand that the Honourable Member is not going to 
move it. 

Seth Govind Das (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions ; Non-Muham¬ 
madan) ; I said that I am not going to move it. 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO THE CENTRAL ADVISORY BOARD 

OF EDUCATION. 

^ Ur. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : I have 
to inform the Assembly that Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad and Dr, Bbagayan Das 
have been elected to the Central Advisory Board of Education constitut¬ 
ed by the Government of India. 
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JBx. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The llooso 
will now resume consideration of the following motion moved by the 
Honourable the Home Member on the 5th September, 1985. 

** That the Bill to amend the Criminal Law bo taken into consideration/^ 

Pandit Qovind Ballabh Pant (Bohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, the case for this Bill rests maiinly, if not 
exclusively, on the two pamphlet^ that have been supplied by the Horne 
Department, one eontainingf extracts from newspapers and oilier publi¬ 
cations and the other containing the statements that wore furnished by 
the Honourable the Hoou; Member in reply to the yiiort Notice Question® 
put b> Seth Govind Das. I submit that if anybody had ever a fantastic 
idea of raising a sky seraiJiK^r on an arch of straw, he could not have hit 
upon anything better. Sir, look at the extracts that have been placed in 
this pamphlet which is headed ‘‘ A few selections from press articles 
made in connection with Press legislation Sir, 1 reminded Honourable 
Members yesterday that the re was no Press Act in force in this country 
betw^een the years 1921 and 1931. I assume lUat Hie Government with 
their infinite resources, after making a microscopic examination of all the 
publications that have issued during tliis interval of ten years, have been 
able to cull together all that appears in this pamphlet. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik (Home Member) : There are 
thousands. 

Pandit Oovind Ballabh Pant : Well, 1 do not know if they have 
anvthing up their sleeves. Tf there is anything secret in tlie dark 
which they dare not expose lest it should burn and evaporate in the light 
wo ca.inot take no1i< o of it. If they have anything else in their ])Ossession 
we do not know. What they have considered deserving and worthy of 
being placed before us is contained in this pamphlet. Sir, this pamphlet 
does not contain anything for the years 1922, 1923, 1924, 1925, 1927 and 
1929. It docs not contain anything for the Presidencies of Bombay and 
Madras or for the Provinces of the United Provinces, Bihar and Orissa, 
Assam, Central Provinces and the North-West Frontier Province. The 
extracts that have been given here are confined to the Provinces of Bengal 
and the Punjab and to the years 1926, 1929 alnd 1930 only. Sir, this 
general survey can lead only to one conclusion, namely, that the state 
of the press was never really as lamentable, scandalous and dangerous, 
ominous and disastrous as is now sought to be made out. Sir, what do 
these extracts contain, even as they are ? Before I do so I may tell the 
Honourable Members that so far as the United Provinces are concerned, 
T have read the Administration Reports issued by the Local Government 
and it is definitely, positively and unambiguously mentioned in those re¬ 
ports in the year 1923 and again in the year 1924 that the tone as well 
as the language of public press in the province improved considerably 
after the withdrawal and repeal of the Press Act. Sir, these stray 
extracts containing only a part of the article and being for the most part 
indifferent translations cannot be a safe guide ; but even if we take thmn 
at their face value, what do they indicate, and what do they prove f The 
first nine extracts relate to the single district of Paibna in Beniral and 
were dl published in the month of July 1926. When we proceed further, 
we find a number of descriptive articles. I have examined every arHs^le 
and I am satisfied that if this pamphlet is placed before apiy judicial 

( 797 ) 
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tribunal, at least half of them will be declared to be perfectly innocent ; 
and that demonstrates unmistakably the mentality of those who have put 
them before us as the examplars in support of this repressive piece of 
legislation. This pamphlet contains not only extracts from newspaper 
articles but als(» reprints from pamphlets, books, and cyclostyled and 
other posters. Well, Sir, 1 do not know how this Bill is intended or 
expected to reach cyclostyled posters, unless the Government have the 
intention of introducing an amendment at a later stage. Otherwise, so 
far as the present Bill goes, I do not see their relevancy. We find no 
jot or tittle smackinpr of Communism anywhere in it except in the cyclo¬ 
styled poster or pamphlet. There is nothing in it that could amount to a 
direct inciierneni to violence, exce])t one. or two sentences from two articles 
from certain obscure papers wliich have revealed their existence for the 
first time in this pamphlet : and so far as communal dissensions are con¬ 
cerned, Sir, as I observed as many as nine concerning Pabna District 
were shot otf within a week. We do not know what happened there at 
the time. Perhaps there was an immense excitement in those districts 
in B^mgal then. T would like to know, Sir, whether, on the basis of these 
extracts, any responsible flov^rnmonl would dare to approach the Legis¬ 
lature for such a piece of legislation as they have placed before us after 
a lapse of nearly ten years. We Avere told the other day, Sir, that there 
Avere 4,600 newspapers and pjiiblieations in this country. We are here 
making a survey of everything that emanated from the press, AAdicther in 
the form of newspapers, or pamphlets, or posters or books or otherwise 
during the period of ten j^ears. Remembering that some of these papers 
might be dailies, some Aveeklies, some bi-weeklies, some monthlies and so 
on, the number of publicatiou.N must have* nmoiinted to millions if not to 
billions. Of these, the selections 4*ome to about thirty, and on those thirty, 
Ave arc asked to penalize the pre*ss of this country for e\'er ! 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : There were hundreds moj‘e. 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant : I do not knoAv whether the ‘‘ Jiiind- 
reds more are merely in the brain or imagination of the Honourable the 
Home Member. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : No. 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant ; So far as the published papers go, 
he has placed before us only these. I presume that tliese are the worst 
samples that he could lay liis hands upon, and T Avould ask Honourable 
Members to read them and to sec Avhat they are like. I have a definite 
impression, Sir, of the articles that I used to read in newspapers in 1908, 
1909 and 1910 and I dare say from the recollections I retain very dis¬ 
tinctly to this day that sonic of the papers then published had more 
objectionable stuff in one issue than what is contained in the whole of 
this pamphlet today. Well, Sir, thk is the comparative state of affairs. 
I could like to know from the Honourable the Home Member the true 
state of affairs. He has told us that coinmunalism has never been so 
acute in this country as it is today. Well what measures has he taken to 
put an end to that ? And if this is the result of three years’ administra¬ 
tion of tlie Criminal Law Amendment Act—namely, that commnnalism 
loday is in ils worst phase—then, I ask, why should he prolong and 
perpetuate the tortuous course winch has resulted in this calamity t 



THE Cmi^mAh LAW AMENDMENT BILL. 799. 

Then 1 would ask the Honourable the Home Member if he ever took action 
under section 153A in respect of these papers mentioned here, and 
whether he took any action under section 108 against the printer or the 
publisher of any of these 1 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : If the Honourable Member 
refers to my speech in introducing the Bill, he would have found that 
repeated action was taken. 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant : Bo far as 1 am aware, none of these 
persons were prosecuted for any of these writings. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : We cannot get at them. 

Pandit Gtovind Ballabh Pant: That is an untenable proposition 
which I cannot accept. Sir, if the police are really so inefficient that 
you cannot, get at the culprits, then you have no business to continue to 
employ them (Loud Applause), then you shouhi disband your staff. 
Why do you engage tliis police force i)nd impose taxation on us in order 
to kee]) them going, ii you and they cannot got at Irio culprits ? (Hear, 
hear.) Sir, if your police foree is de.signed only to get at innocent people, 
and il that is the purpose for which you are here, if your object merely 
is to frame these weapons and engines of oppression for innocent people, 
so that you may have some sort of fun and your police a ready handle 
and something by wa\ of bait to book the innocent. The cat is out 
of the bag and I concede that, this Bill will eminently and fully fulfil 
that object. Bir, 1 was just telling you that this bogey of communalism 
is a curious figment of the imagination : it has been sprung upon us with 
a view to frightening us. Sir, when I hear Members of the Government 
talking of a communal crash, I feel as though the chauffeur is losing 
hold of the brake and the crash is imminent. Perhaps, in some cases— 
I do not attribute any malice or malignancy—^the wish may be the mother 
to the thought. (Hear, hear.) But, whatever it be, I say, Sir, that if 
the Government feel that communalism is in its worst form, then we 
must be prepared for the crop which must ensue out of such open decla¬ 
rations from the most responsible quarters. (Hear, hear.) They may 
not want their prophecies to turn true, yet we must be on our guard. 
Sir, we had once a good, old sturdy gentleman as Commissioner in the 
place where I live. In 1924-25, as Honourable Members are aware, there 
was a recrudescence of communal trouble. Once he was having a tallv 
with me and he told me ; Well, Pandit, there is too much of com¬ 
munalism these days. Why is it so ? I said there are many reasons. 
He said : ‘‘ No, no. It is very easy to put an end to it I said how 1 
He asserted : Well, put me in charge of the worst district and I will 
see that communalism will come to an end I asked him how he would 
manage it t He gave me a story. He said that in his younger days 
while he was the District Magistrate at a certain place, a Tahsildar 
approached him and tol3 him that his Tahsil was on fire and that a com¬ 
munal outburst was inevitable. He told the Tahsildar that that was the 
first time when he had ever heard such a report and while directing him 
to see him the next day with the latest information, warned him in the 
following words : If you repeat tomorrow that your Tahsil is still in a 
combustible state, then I will make an entry in your service book and 
report you for transfer from this TahsilHe told me that the Tahsildar 
approached him the next day and told him : ‘‘ Give me time : things 
are improving He replied : '' Very well, you can have some more 
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time The man went back to him the next day and said : Everythinit 
is all right ‘ Sv^b Khavriyat That is how oommunalism can be put an 
end to. I say if you are determined to put a stop to it, you can do it. 
T do not want to make remarks of an unpalatable and unpleasant type. 
But I would ask the Honourable Members opposite to read of some of the 
letters published by Lady Minto that passed between Lord Minto and 
Lord Morley. I ask them to ponder over what Lord Olivier wrote in the 
article that appeared in the Times soon after he retired from the office 
of the Secretary of State for India. I ask them to read what Wedgwood 
Benn observed some time ago and I ask them to read what the Earl of 
Salisbury has said only recently. 1 would not say more. But,^ S’r, \ 
would remind them that communalism is not the monopoly of this land. 
Wherever you have foreign domination, there is a natural tendency to. 
foster all those for<*es which contribute towards the perpetuation of that 
domination. It is but natural. That does not, however, absolve us from 
the responsibility that we owe to our country. I am one of those who 
feel that if our enemies can oiitwut us, we are fools. If our enemies 
can beat us, they must be abler. But I do not want to be beaten by them 
in any way and on any score whatsoever. I am not putting this forward 
as an apology or defence for any failure or lukewarmness on our part, 
but I am vstating only a fact because it is a fact. In this connection, I 
w’ould remind the Honourable Members that only recently there was an 
outburst in Belfast. Belfast is not Dublin which is the capital of the 
Sinn Fein or Irish Free State; but it is Belfast, the capital of the favourite 
province of the superb Lord Carson. I will just read out to you wduit 
happened in Belfast from an extract that a])peared in the New Statesman 
and Nation recently. It says : 

“ More than the usual political significance underlies the rioting which has 
developed in Belfast from the annual celebrations on July 12th of the Battle of 

the.better known in Northern Ireland as tho glorious twelfth. The newspaper 

reports which have reached Bngland tell us only of this great lighting, the rioting, the 
looting, the burning out of a dozen Government homes, the deaths of five persons and 
the wounding of well over a hundred, the use of rifles, revolvers and machine guns 
by the police and finally the calling out of the military who were patrolling tho streets 
with fixed bayonets and steel helmets returning the desultory Are of the snipers who lie 
hidden in the network of poverty-stricken slum streets of the York Street area.’' 

This is what happened in Belfast last month. Belfast is the place 
where the catholics arc in very small number and where the protestants 
dominate. So, let not our people be entrapped by any insinuations about 
communalism being worse today than it has ever been before. I, for one, 
honestly believe—^and I claim to possess some knowledge of the people 
and some experience of the affairs of this country and it is certainly 
more intimate and reliable than what any Honourable Member opposite 
can acquire as none of them^ has a direct approach to the hearts, to the 
sentiments and to the convictions of people,—^that the worst phase of 
communalism has passed. There is more of harmony today than there 
was at any time before, at least during the last ten years. But for a few 
self-seekers and those who can always be incited to promote hatred between 
communities, the heart of the country is sounder today than it has ever 
been before, and I am convinced that if artificial restraints are not 
devised which must tend to cause greater distrust and mistrust in the 
future, the present rate of progress will continue until we have reached 
the millennium and the haven which we all desire. 
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Sir, I would like to refer to some of the extracts which have appeared 
in other places. I do not know if the Honourable the Home Member 
is aware of the sort of literature that is published in England. Has he 
ever seen the extracts that appear in the pamphlets or articles there 1 
I do not know if he has been reading the Workers^ Daily or whether he 
has been reading the Labour Leader or whether he has been reading such 
like other papers. I see that there is more of Communism in a single 
issue of these papers than in all that you can collect here during the 
last ten years and yet they are not proscribed here and I am occasionally 
reading them. I will read out to you a few extracts from some of the 
pamphlets that have been published in England. These pamphlets have 
been published almost continuously and regularly by people who have 
taken pretty good care to keep themselves in the baclc-ground ju.st as the 
imaginary dummy editors are supposed to be doing here. Well, Sir, now 
I propose to read from the Hansard and it is part of the speech delivered 
by the Attorney General of England in the last autumn session. He 
says : 

“ There is a corrospondiiig leiitlct with reiVroiue lo the Navy, entitled * The Red 
Signal ^ which claims to be the organ oi ^’orniiiun^st sailors. 1 will trouble* tho House 
with a few illustrations, in order that Hoiiourbale Adombors may have in their minds 
the sort of incitomeiits which are od'ered to inembors of JIis Majesty’s b'orces in this 
secret, underground fashion. Vhe Soldier ^oice of October, 19;u, invited its readers 
who were soldiers to understand that : ‘ The way to victory lies, not through voting, 
but through mass struggle. What is needed is a repetition of the general strike.’ The 
issue of May, 193i2, contained this passage ; ‘ ijet us use the knowledge of arms which 
they give us, when the opportunity presents itself, to overthrow their rule, and, in 
unity with our fellow-workers, to establish a free Socialist Britain.’ In November, 
1932, the same production said : ‘ We suggest that you, comrade reader, should make 
a beginning now in your unit. Got in touch with that other fellow in your lot who 
thinks like you. And then start in to convert the rest of your mates to your idetis. 
Jf you don’t quite know how to begin, what about writing for advice to that Com¬ 
munist or member of tho Unemployed Movement you used to know at home T ’ These 
are incitements addressed to and intended for members of His Ma.iosty’s Forces. 
The Red Signal, the organ of Communist Sailors, in October, 1932, said : 

‘ They will put a gun in your hands. Take it ami study the art of war. This 
knowledge is essential for workers in order to fight against the capitalists 
of their own countries, in order to put an end to capitalism.' 

In May, 193.3, it said : 

* If war docs come, theu it must be turned into a civil war against the capitalist 
warmongers and their bankrupt system. We urge onr comrades of the 
lower deck to get into touch with this great movement wherever 
possible.’ ’’ 

Sir, 1 ask the Honourable the Home Member whether he has J*eeii 
.anything approaching this even within a hundred miles in this country. 
Has he seen such pamphlets being distributed in the Army anywhere in 
this country ? Has he seen people taking any interest of this wicked 
and malicious sort ? Tlie Attorney General says in another place : 

“ The effect of tho two or three prosecutions which have taken place in the las! 
year or so has been to drive the chief offenders underground. A somewhat sly and 
almost skulking breed of inciter has come into existence. Thev are too shy or too 
cowardly to put their names and addresses to the literature which thev are in the 
habit of producing.” 

Tlie Attorney General again quotes from another paper : 

•• They lay in the Soldier’» Voice of May, 1932 : 

‘ Leaflets were printed ^ in English,. French and Japanese and careful plans 
were laid for their distributions. They were strewn on parade grounds. 
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stuck on walls and fences, put in the dance halls and cabarets frequented 
by men of the J^'orees, and many soldiers and sailors alike were surprised 
to lind leaflets in their pockets or thrust into their hands.* 

As 1 say, they are published anonymously by people who prefer to employ com¬ 
paratively harmless and ill-paid persons to distribute them. The persons responsible 
for them have taken very good care to keep well in the background since the prosecu¬ 
tions of two or three years ago, when some of the offenders were properly dealt with 
under the existing law.” 

He says further : 

* ‘ Some one may ask : How much of it is there I During the year 1932, there 
wore 17 different subversive pamphlets. I do not mean 17 issues, but 17 different 
pamphlets of different titles —The Soldier's Voice is the one and the Bed Signal 
another—containing such incitements as 1 have mentioned ; and in that year theiv 
were 20 places of distribution. In 1933 there were 11 different subversive pamphlets 
and 14 places of distribution. The pamphlets are distributed among members of 
His Majesty's Forces by methods such as I have described. They are thrown over 
the barrack railings, or pushed into the hands of soldiers or sailors in places of 
refreshment or in music halls ; and It is estimated that in each of the last two years 
something like 50,000 copies of these subversive pamphlets have been produced and 
attempted to he distributed for circulation among members of His Majesty's 
Forces.'' 

Sir. r have no desire -to tax the patience of the Honourable the Horae 
Member or those sitting opposite. I am not reading these passages 
because I approve of them or because I approve of the methods. What 
I want to impress on this House is tliis, that there is much more vitriolic, 
poisonous and combustible matter in circulation in England than he)*e. 
Yet do file English people ever think of putting restraints like these 
ou their Press ? Has it ever occurred to them that they should do any¬ 
thing of this sort 1 The other day I was surprised to hear from Mr. 
Griffiths that there is no difference between the cen.sor.ship of the cinema 
and the control of the Press. So far as my Honourable friend, Mr. 
Morgan is comerned, if he had said so, it did not very much matter, 
but when a gentleman in the position of a District Magistrate, one belong¬ 
ing to the Indian Civil Service, who has to try and dispose of cases 
of this sort shows such a confusion of thought, that is a conclusive argu¬ 
ment as to why the executive should not be vested with these powers. 
(Hear, hear.) Does he not know, Sir, that the cinema is regulated and 
controlled all over the world f Does he not know that in England, in 
Prance, in Canada, in Australia, in the United States and everyv/here 
the cinema is subject to censorship ? Does he not know along with it 
that it will be against the Habeas Corpus Act, it wdll he against the Bill 
of Rights, it would be against the Magna Charta, if any Bill of this 
nature were introduced in the British House of Commons or the 
House of Lords for restraining the liberty of the Press ? Does he not 
know that it is against the fundamentals of the American constitution, 
and the House of Representatives or the Senate cannot pass any law that 
would interfere wuth tlie liberty of expression or freedom of association. 
(Hear, hear.) Does he not know^ that the Free State constitution contains 
laws of that type ? Does he not know that even in the Canadian consti¬ 
tution, you have laws of this nature ? Does he not know that these are- 
fundaniontal rights to which greater value is attached than to anything 
else ? Does he not know that in the case of the cinema the criterion 
is simple—if the thing is obscene and vulgar, one can atonce notice it 1 
If there is an olijective standard of measurement and scrutiny, it is easy 
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for poople to arrive at right conclusions. I admit, that so far as India is 
concerned, oven the regulation of the cinema is governed by political 
consideratiors. We know that here even the cinema is used or abused 
for political propaganda and as an aid towards the perpetuation of 
foreign rule. The cinema containing the pictures of the Bombay 
Congress was actually proscribed ! I ask the Honourable the Home 
Member, I ask those sitting on that side under which law, whether 
local or international, it is permissible. What was obscene, demoralising 
or vulgar in the pictures of the Bombay Congress ? Can anybody justify 
it ® Is that not proof positive of the fact that the executive at least in. 
this land as it is constituted today does not deserve any exceptional 
powers ? 

Sir, r am aware even at this very moment of how the executive are 
behaving against the rules that they have themselves framed although 
they find a solemn place in their own manuals of Government orders. 
In my province, the elections for the district and municipal boards are 
in progress and the Congress has set up eanflidates. I hero is a rule in 
the manual of Government ovdtu‘^ that no Government servant should 
take any interest in the ele<dions so much so Miat none should even indi¬ 
cate his pridcrenee for any ])articular cand’dato. In flagrant contraven¬ 
tion of this rule there is a r'^giilar cons])irac5" and crusade on tlie part 
of officials all over tlio province to shut out Congressmen and to put up 
and extend support to idval candidates, i know. Sir, even today elforts 
are being made to organise -dl the reactionars forces in almost all the 
provinces and certainly in Jiiine and to recruit to the bureaucratic army 
the lame, the blind, llie halting and the cripple, whose docility and 
subseiwieiice is not open to any doubt. Sir, that is what is gohig on 

under our very eyes today ; and yet we are asked by the self same 

executive to have implicit confidence in tliem, so much so, as to surrender 
all our liberties to them. 

Sir, let iis look at the other pamphlet now. It contains the statements 
that were given in reply to Seth Govind Das^ question. We find from 
this that security was forfeited in 17 cases, and Mr. Griffiths laid great 
stress on this. Well, Sir, what doe.s it prove ? Out of 4,600 publications 
security was forfeited in 17 cases. May I know what is the jjroportioii T 
I Ihinlc it comes to about 1.7 for 500 or about 1 for 300. Now, Sir, is 

there any profession anywhere in the world, is there any community, is 

there any class how^ever noble and faultless it may be in which the 
number of defaulters and delinquenls doe.s not come at least to that 
limit ? Look at the Honourable Members opposite ; let them recall to 
their minds the Back Bay muddle of Bombay, the Lloyd Barrage scandal 
of Bombay, the Munitions Board scandal, the Mesopotamia muddle, and the 
like ? Is it not a fact that even amongst the holiest of the holy there 
are people who have been found to be guilty, in a much higher propor¬ 
tion, of offences much more reprehensible ? Then, Sir, why should not 
there be a law requiring every member of the Indian Civil Service to 
deposit a security of Rs. 10,000 for good behaviour and hone.sty ? We 
have just before us the Benda incident which happened but recently and 
we know' other cases in w^hich the soldiers of the army have been held to be 
guilty of violent offences of a very serious type, and their proportion is 
much higher again than that of the newspapers whose securities have i)Pen 
forfeited. Why should not there be a law then requiring every soldier 
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wlio is imported into this country to give a security of his pay at leaijt tor 
a year so that he may be kept in good behaviour ? Sir, I think it isi 
implicit in the terms of the engagement of the Indian Civil Service and 
other Imperial Services that they will be faithful to the interests of this 
country. Yet many of us do not believe that all of them always behave 
accordingly. Then, Sir, if differoiice of views does not matter, why not 
appoint a Standing Commission consisting, for the matter of that, of Sir 
Zafrullah Khan, Knnwar Jagdish Prasad and Sir Nripendra Sircar, wh«) 
will impose a fine or forfeit the security of those members of the Imlian 
Civil Service who, in their opinion, are definitely proved to have been 
unfaithful to the interests of this country ? Just as members of the 
Indian (yivil Service and other services are free to determine whether 
their critics have or liave not excited disaffection or hatred towards them 
and will ait in judgment on us, w'hy should not they trust their own 
colleagues of tried loyal!}' in the services and in Clovernment to decide 
matters pertaining to them in relation to their loyalty to this country T 
Are they prepared to do that ? If they agree I will be prepared to re¬ 
consider my ])osition. But even the suggestion is giving offence to the 
Honourable the Home' Member. He is tolerating it because he is in this 
House ; otherwise, the idea that three Indians, brown in colour and 
belonging to those races about which a very apt description was given 
by another fellow European, Mussolini, it is intolerable to him that we 
should ever think of these people sitting in judgment over him. Then, 
Sir, what can they expect from us ? After all, are wt not human beings t 
Have we no sentiments ? Sir, the Honourable the Home Member told 
us the other day that all murders were alike. I do not know. Sir, but 
does he exercise the ])ower of reprieve ? Does he grant pardon in some 
cases V If he does, does he make any distinction between one class of mur¬ 
der and another ? Otherwise how are these petitions of mercy disposed of? 
And does he after all see no distinction between Kharag Bahadur murder¬ 
ing a rake with a view to protect the honour of a family and a rake 
murdering another person with a view to ravish his wife ? Would both 
stand on the same footing ? So far as my attitude towards terrorism is 
comterned, I do not want to make any declaration of faith, specially after 
the vulgar manner in which the statement of Mr. Asaf AH was received 
by some of the Members opposite. I belong to the Congress : I have 
signed its crec'd, and those who do not believe my word receive from me 
nothing but contempt and T do not Avorry about what they think of me. 
Bat I should stress that there should be a sense of proportion, there should 
be a sense of proper perspective, which should never be lost. After all, 
even in the eye of the law, are all culprits alike ? Is there the same ])ro- 
cedure for the trial of Europeans and Americans as for the trial of 
Indians ? Have we all forgotten the scandals that occurred about the 
rupture of spleen cases in the old days till the electric fan came to our 
rescue ? And I remeiiiber a typical case, a case which, whenever T think 
of it, causes me immense mortification. Sir, in 1924 there was a case of 
rape in Tundla. Some Anglo-Indian lads belonging to the Raihvay 
Department ravished some Indian girls. They were convicted and sen¬ 
tenced to whipping. Sir Henry Gidney, who is unfortunately not here 
today, then made a representation to Government, and to w’hat purpose 
and with what end ? Not with a view to obtain their release, but his 
representation was to the effect that these meanest and most wretched 
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misci'eants should not be whipped by the Indian who normally performed 
that duty but by a non-Indian. {Cries of “ Shame ” from the Congress 
Party Benches.) And what happened 1 That representation was accepted 
and aiseepted by whom ? By one who had been the Lord Chief Justice and 
Lord Chancellor of England, the Viscount of Reading who was the then 
Viceroy of India. {Cries of “ Shame ” from the (Jongrcas Party Benches.^ 
Sir, with this attitude of the head of the executive toward.s these mailers, 
to dangle before us these things and to tell us that there is no danger of 
discrimination, that there is nothing but unadulterated justice to be 
the guide of their conduct, is to tell us something which our experience 
belies and Avhich we know is not true. Now, Sir, with these expi'riences, 
when ev('n a m.in of that position, with that training, with that know’edgi* 
of law and justice can behave like that, how can you ask us to .surrender 
our liberties and our clierished and valued rights to the minions of law 
who do not know law and who indulge and revel in lawlessness f Sir. 
liow can that be done by us or with our consent ? How can we v<iliin- 
tarily commit suicide i 

I have given you 17 as the number of cases in which securities have 
been forfeited. Along with that I will give you the other side of the 
picture. Even in this year, according to these figures, security was 
demandc'd from 71 ; and out of these only 15 could find security and 56 
papers hail to go out of publication. Similarly we find that other 
papers went out of publication. What do we infer from this ! Thai 
this is a most repressive and oppressive law. And how .' Even accord¬ 
ing to the executive judgment, of those who had been running the presses, 
only 17 were found to be guilty : but there w’ere more than 500 who were 
throttled, practically strangled at the outset and were not even allowed 
a trial. That is the greatest mischief of the repi*essive law. It falls 
more heavily on the innocent than on the guilty. There is no doubt that 
most, if not every one, of these 500 would have been helpful to themselves 
and to others had the road not been blocked against them at the ver.v 
beginning. The other day. the Honourable Member from Midnapore told 
us that the methods of the Government were humane and that they 
wanted to protect the young men from the snare and the net of terrorisu). 
Is this the way to achieve that end ? Just see. You have deprived 500 
men who were going to adopt an independent vocation for earning their 
livelihood of what was perfectly legitimate. If these 500 persons had 
been allowed to work, there would have been work for at least five more 
in each press and you would have encouraged the employment of at least 
3,000 men if these presses had not been proscribed and if security had not 
been demanded. I remember what I read some days ago and again some¬ 
thing over which my heart wept. There were seven vacancies in the 
cadre of constables in Patna and there were 2,000 applicants : and how 
were they treated t There was such a scramble that the crowd of appli¬ 
cants were subjected to a lathi charge. That is the state of unemploy¬ 
ment in this country. Seven posts of constables draw 2,000 applica¬ 
tions, and instead of giving them bread you give them stone and some¬ 
thing worse than that— lathis. On the other hand people try to find 
out careers for themselves and where 2,000 men would have been 
engaged and would have been in a position to earn their living for 
themselves, you stand in their way and these 2,000 are thrown on the 
streets and on the lanes and on the by-lanes. Is it a surprise that some 
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of should take to methods tliat are desperate, howsoever harmful, 

howsoever injurious they may be to the larger interests of the country j 
1 am one of those who feel that methods of violence should not be en¬ 
couraged directly or indirectly, not because 1 have any tenderness for 
this Government, which if 1 could 1 would break to pieces this moment, 
but because 1 feel that in the interests of my country, situated as we 
are, if the cult of violence spreads, we will be nowhere, and there will 
be no end to it and things will go on from bad to worse and from Avorse 
to worst. Therefore 1 would not be a party to anything that en¬ 
courages such a tiling directly or indirectly. But the etiology of the 
disease should be dispassionately studied in a detached spirit and if 
you want to root it out effectively. 

The Honourable Mr. Griffiths told us that he was anxious to help 
the youth of the country. I do not at all doubt the sincerity of his 
declaration ; he also told us that his methods and the methods of this 
Government were humane. I was reminded of what I read the other 
day, that an internee had been sentenced to five years’ rigorous im¬ 
prisonment for having written an innocent letter which containefl 
nothing objectionable, but because he had not obtained permission of 
the jailor for writing it. These methods are humane par excellence : 
but we on our part are unable to appreciate their humaneness. Has it 
ever occurred to Mr. Griffiths as to why there is so much of discontent 
in this country ? lie must be knowing what Bacon said about the cure 
of sedition : he said the cure of sedition lies in taking the matter out 
of it, and the matter consists of much poverty and too much of dis¬ 
contentment ”. I think he knows that. Has it ever occurred to him 
why he is there 1 Has it ever occurred to him as to what had been the 
role of the service to which he belongs ? Does he not know that more 
than 40 years ago a resolution was passed in the House of Commons in 
favour of simultaneous examinations for the Indian Civil Service in 
India and England ? Hut why Ava.s it not put into practice ? Does he 
not knoAv that even today out of 2,500 in the superior Civil Services 
occupying the higher posts, and 5,000 holding the King’s Commis^iolls.. 
the Indian is not one in five or one in six ® Does he not know that if 
foreign recruitment were stopped even today, many of those who find 
a blind alley facing them wherever they go will take heart again and 
he restored to the ways of peace and prosperity for themselves as well 
as for this country ? I would appeal to him to work towards that end 
and join hands at least with those who want to put an end to foreign 
recruitment to all the services in this country. Even if that much is 
done find it alone, which docs not ensure Swaraj, I assure him that 
he will be providing an effective remedy towards ending terrorism irt 
this country, 

Mr. Griffiths lias a fine name ; it reminds me of Mr. Arthur 
Griffith, the founder, the father of Sinn Feinism, the first president of 
the Sinn Fein Republic, the leader of the deputation that went to 
Downing Street to hammer out the Irish Treaty in collaboration with 
Michael Collins, with persons as proud as Lord Birkenhead and persona 
as powerful, mighty and celebrated at that date as Lloyd George ; and 
Griffith succeeded in doing wonders. I hope Mr. Griffiths will take a 
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lesson from the name which has much to inspire and will do something 
to help the lot of the peojde in this country in reality ; and for that we 
will ever be grateful and thankful to him. 

Sir, Mr. Griffiths told us that it was but logical that when an 
1 PM association is declared unlawful, then its funds must 
be forfeited. Well, Sir, I was reminded of the logic 
of some of those pastimes with which Nero used to beguile himself in 
olden times. Tliero were i)eople known as gladiators in those days. 
Sometimes Nero used to apply a fixed number of lashes to the gladiators. 
If he died, the logical end was to throw him to the wolves ; if he did not 
die but blood came out of his nose, it waa to set the wolves on him, but 
if neither of these two things happened but only his skin was split, then 
the logical treatment accorded to him was to strip off the skin with the 
knife, and Mr. Griffiths wants to see things to their logical perfection. 
But has it not occurred to him that even an unlawful association may 
have lawful activities ? Has it not occurred to him that there were and 
are Congress institutions like the hospital at the Swaraj Bhawrm in 
Allahabad and the Prem Maha Vidyalaya in Muttra and Brindaban and 
various other useful institutions w^hich did no more than humanitarian 
and constructive service ? So, it is not inconceivable that even unlawful 
associations may have activities which are beneficial to all classes and 
devoid of political taint. 

Sir, I have taken much longer time, than I had intended and I sliall 
now make only a few remarks as to the provisions of this Bill. As Sir 
Lawrence Jenkins sgid, human ingenuity has never hit upon anything 
more comprehensive than this, and he said that, Sir, about the Bill of 
1910, and not about this Bill, which is much more wide and much more 
comprehensive in scope than the Bill of 1910. This is what Sir 
Lawrence Jenkins said about that Bill : 

** The provisions of section 4 are very comprehensive, and its language is as wide 
as human ingenuity could make it. indeed, it appears to me to embrace the whole 
range of varying degrees of assurance from certainty on one side to the very limits 
of impossibility on the other. It is difficult to see to what lengths the operation of 
the section might not be plausibly extended by an ingenious mind. They would 
certainly extend to writings that may even command approval. An .attack on that 
degraded section of the public which lives on tlie misery and shame of others would 
come within their widespread net. The praise of a cl.*iss might not be free from risks. 
Much that is regarded as standard literature might undoubtedly be caught."' 

Sir, the other day Mr. Morgan told us that we were irresponsible 
and lacking in a sense of responsibility, because we do not always see 
oye to eye with the Government. May I remind him, and may I also 
remind the Honourable Members belonging to the celestial service, as to 
what attitude they and the press they patronise adopted towards Lord 
Bipon’s Government, when Sir Courtney Ilbert's Bill was on the 
anvil V May I know what was their attitude when Sir BamCyde 
Fuller submitted his resignation and when it was accepted by Lords 
Moricy and Minto ? May I ask them what was their attitude when Mr. 
Montagu censored General Dyer for what he had done in Jallianwalla 
Bagh f May I ask them what was their attitude even when Lord Irwin 
was conducting negotiations with Mahatma Gandhi which culminated in 
what is known as the Gandhi-Irwin Pact ? But, Sir, we are small men. 
I will not depend on mjyself, but I shall read out for the benefit of 
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Members opposite the opinion of one who has been for seven or eight 
years the foremost man in tiie British Cabinet either singly or jointly 
or in the alternative, with Mr. Baldwin, I mean the Right Honourable 
l{am.say Macdonald. This is what he said : 

** The J^Jnglish'Owiicd papers in varying degrees of aggressiveness are pro-iOuglish 
111 the sense that they maintain the British ascendaney with all its privileges and are 
vigilantly anti-Mationalist. 

Mr. F. E. James (Madras : European) ; What is the date f 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant : Of course, before he became the 
Premier of England. Has wisdom dawned on Europeans since ? Then 
1 congratulate my friend and I hope he will support us : 

** They attack the administration with candour when it seems to be yielding to 
Nationalistic claims, and curry on an anti-Indian propaganda which causes much offence 
and which frequently, in the ease of some jiapcrs, oversteps the bounds of public 
policy. In a laud subject to severe press law, these papers ought to have been dealt 
with, for their tone and temper have undoubtedly added to that feeling of resentment 
which has been played upon by the agents of" disorder and political crime. Their 
criticism too often takes the form of insults, and Indian papers pursuing the same 
locklcssly mischievous course would undoubtedly have had the law applied to them.’’ 

Sir, we are said to be irresponsible men. I will again venture to 
bring to the notice of responsible Members opposite, whether official or 
non-official, the unambiguous opinion of the same great man who was 
Prime Minister for a series of years and is now holding a position 
second only to that of Mr. Baldwin about the Press Law and Criminal 
Law Amendment Act : 

“ Hero lies the fault of the Indian Government. Its Press Act of 1910 and its 
C’nminnl Ijmw (Amendment) Acts of 1919 are contrary to freedom of peoples and 
lesponsibilitx of (fovernments, and ought to appear on the Btatute-books of no 
country. 

In the tirst place a power of repression habitually enjoyed tends to develop a 
habit of mind in the Government which regards all effectively troublesome criticism 
as sedition, and it allows a Government which is always partly responsible itself for 
seditious conspiracy to avoid its own share of the blame and impose the whole upon 

the shoulders of its opponents.The power and policy of repression do not make 

for tranquillity, but for repression and nothing more.Kvory foolish Government 

would like to be able to exercise absolute authority when, in its own opinion, it thinks 
it ought to do so, but no people with any regard for liberty will give its Government 
such power.’'— I wish to bring the last few words to the notice of the non-offlcial 
Members of this Eoase, —“ but no people with any regard for liberty will give its 
Government such power "—“ Governments should be compelled to meet the growth 
of sedition by political wisdom and not allowed to burden other people with their 
mistakes, as the Indian Government does when it seeks to maintain order by ite Press 
Law^s and Rowlatt Acts." 

I will now read just two or three sentences from a speech delivered 
by Mr. Sheridan in the House of Commons as to the potency of the 
Press. He said : 

“ Give me but the liberty of the Press, and I will give to the Minister a Venal 
House of Peers. I will give him a corrupt and servile House of Commons, I will give 
liim the full swing of the patronage of office. I will give him the whole host of min¬ 
isterial miluenee, I will give him all the power that place can confer upon him, to 
purchase up submiistsion and overawe tesistence ; and yet, armed with the liberty of 
the Press, T will go forth to meet him undismayed—I will attack the mighty fabric 
he has raised with that mightier engine. I will shake down from its height corruption, 
and bury it beneath the ruins of the abuse it was meant to shelter." 
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Sir, one word more and I have done. These are the last two 
sentences fi'om tiie Chapter on the Press from Mr. Banuay Macdonald’s 
lK>ok. 

** The last chapter in the history of bureaucracies is repression. They pass away 
like an old monarch driven from his throne, hurling accusations of sedition against 
his approaching successor.” (Applause.) 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the 
Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the 
Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) in the Chair. 

MEMBER SWORN. 

Maulvi Badrul Ilasan, M.L.A. (Tirhut Division : Muhammadan). 

THE CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL—contd. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan (Member for Com¬ 
merce and Railways) : Sir, since the commencement of the discussion of 
this motion, the House has experienced a good deal of eloquence which 
has been expended in trying to establish that the measure with regard to 
the consideration of which the House is discussing this motion is so 
repressive, is so restrictive of the liberty of the subject, is so abhorrent 
to all notions of a liberal, representative and a civilised government that 
the House should throw this measure out at this stage. Sir, there was 
one sentiment expressed by the Honourable Member who spoke im¬ 
mediately before me with which I find myself in entire agreement and 
that sentiment was that he was afraid that on occasions there was a 
danger of a sense of proportion being disregarded. My object in in¬ 
tervening at this stage of the debate is to attempt, if possible, to bring 
the House back to a consideration of the merits of the measure itself 
divorced as far as possible from questions of sentiment and of passion. 
One is aware that one cannot rule sentiment and passion out of one's 
life altogether. They have their place but even there a sense of pro¬ 
portion would be extremely useful in keeping these matters within their 
due bounds. Sir, when I listened to the eloquent and impassioned 
speeches made by Honourable Members opposite in condemnation of this 
measure, I must confess that T was occasionally bewildered, as I could 
not discover the springs of that eloquence. During the course of the 
debate, however, there were two or three very illuminating flashes which 
did reveal some at least of the sources of all this flood of eloquence. For 
instance, one Honourable Member, I believe it was the Honourable 
Member who exhibits a limitless curiosity with regard to the actions and 
the intentions and the proposals and the designs of Government. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti (Madras City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
They are so mysterious ! 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; Possibly to you. 
He for once exhibited an amount of curiosity which let one into the 
secret of a great deal of what has been said on the other side and the 
curiosity was this. The Honourable Member anxiously wanted to dis- 
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cover from the Honourable the Home Member as to whether the Ministers 
of the Madras Government had or had not supported this proposed Bill. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is the answer ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah E[han : As I have 
already said, the question was addressed to the Honourable the Home 
Member but whatever the answer to that question may be it certainly did 
supply—I migrht inform the Honourable Member that I do not know 
what the answer is—a clue to all the anxiety and to all the sentiment 
under which certain sections of the House opposite worked. Then, Sir, 
there was another illuminating flash and this time it was the Honourable 
Member against whom 1 had the honour to appear in the Delhi Cons- 
^piracy Case who said : how dare any elected Member vote in support 
of this Bill because elected Honourable Members dare vote in support of 
it only at the price of their seats And then at a subsequent stage of 
his speech he informed the House that when that Honourable Member 
and his colleagues have walked across the floor of this House and are 
occupying the Benches now occupied by Honourable Members not one 
of whose actions can be attributed to any but a dishonest motive, those 
Honourable Members would then be able to dispense, not only with this 
particular measure in case it is placed on the Statute-book in spite of 
their vehement and concerted opposition, but also with all similar kinds 
of laws and enactments. That, Sir, revealed a very touching and 
pathetic degree of pessimism on the part of my Honourable friend and 
a great and immeasurable gulf of which he appeared to be conscious 
between his desire to walk over to this side of the House and occupy 
these seats and his estimate of any chance of his being able to do so, for 
it is perfectly obvious that no responsible Member would with regard to 
the future have made a declaration of that kind if he had the slightest 
hope that on some occasion or the other he may be called upon to give 
effect to that declaration. Before I go on to draw the attention of the 
House to the general features of this Bill, to which the Honourable the 
Home Member did draw the attention of the House in his opening 
speech but some of which have become rather obscure during the course 
of the debate. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : They were obscure at the beginning. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : T may be permitted 
to deal with some—it would be impossible, within the limits of the time 
available, in spite of there being no time-limit, admissible to Honourable 
Members for their speeches, to deal with all of them—I said 1 might be 
permitted to go on and deal with some of the general objections raised on 
the other side to tlie enactment of this measure. One Honourable Mem¬ 
ber’s objection was—at any i-ate that was the only one that I was able to 
discover, as his speech proceeded, more particularly wdicn it drew towards 
its close—his objection was that he did not object so much—^hc did object 
to the terms of the measure—^but he did not object so much to them as to 
the proposal to enact this measure permanently as a separate measure by 
itself. I believe it was the Honourable Member who told us stories about 
kings and jackals. But he will, I am sure, forgive me if I was entirely 
uuuble to follow that line of argument. He said : ** why don’t you amendl 
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the Penal Code ? Why don’t you amend the Criminal Procedure Code f 
Why do you bring this bunch of provisions in a separate Bill by itself ? 
Well, I do not know whether it would be any greater satisfaction to the 
Honourable Member to see these provisions incorporated into the Indian 
Penal Cede and the Criminal Procedure Code rather than being enacted 
separately. 

Mr. A. K. Fiizlul Huq (Bakarganj cum Paridpur : Muhammadan 
Rural) : Sir, I have not been correctly quoted. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Sir, at this stage 
I can but rely upon my recollection, and I do assure the House that, if I 
have not correctly quoted the Honourable Member’s criticism of this part 
of the Bill, it is because I (tould not correctly follow him ; but, so far as 
T was able to follow him—and I venture to think the record of his speech, 
especially the last portion of it would bear me out—that was the criticism 
that he advanced. If he now withdraws that criticism, I need not pursue 
it any further, except only to say this, that there are certain provisions 
in this measure which arc, though of a permanent eharacter, proi)0>efl to 
be left in a state of suspended animation till they are called In life by 
Local Govennnent«, having regard to the needs of any situations that 
might develop. That is one out of several reasons w^iy it has been con¬ 
sidered necessary that, although this measure proposes to make ctM*tain 
changes in the permanent criminal law of the country, they are not ])ro- 
posed to be incorporated in the permanent codes. Another reason of 
course is that if, at any time, a situation aro»se wdien the then Governmeut— 
w^lierlnn* it is constituted by Honourable Members opposite or by any other 
party or combination of ])arties—came to the conclusion that the elreum- 
stanees justified such a course, they might be able to repeal tiiis Act as 
an Act by itself, wnthout having to seek for its pro\nsions in the various 
parts of the Indian Penal (.'ode or the Criminal Procedure Code. 

An Honourable Member : How very clever ! 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; 8ir, may 1 for a 

niomenl revert to the Honourable gentleman w^ho has just paid ine tiic 
compliijieril of telling me that 1 am proving very clever in advancing tl.is 
reason. He made an appeal to me in the course of his speech with regard 
to cerraln experiences gained by me and a certain insight obtained by me 
into Mie methods of terrorists and certain other matters connected lliere- 
with in the course of the ease in wiiich we were engaged on opposite sides. 
Ho said that the experience gained by me in the course of that case would 
confirm his assertion that terrorists Avere not Avont to carry on their acti¬ 
vities, apart from their final manifestations—in offices which were labelled 
as such,—but that they worked in secret places. Sir, to that extent I am 
happy to be able to confirm the view of the Honourable Member. But 
there were certain other experiences and insights that T also gained in the 
course of the prosecution of that case. One of the pieces of information 
that I obtained, during the course of that case which was being tried d»iring 
1931-32, was that, in that one single case, the police were able to capture 
and to produce in Court as an exhibit a quantity of explosives that would 
have brpii sufficient to manufacture 360,000 bombs 1 But apart from ih^‘s 
terrifying knowledge that I obtained in the course of that case, there was 
another experience gained in the course of that case which has stood me 
in good stead in the course of this debate, and that experience was this. 
When my Honourable friend opposed me in that case—a very able ami 
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astute lawyer as he is—in the course of that case also, as he has clone in 
the course of this debate, he was sometimes in the habit of express! iijj liun- 
seif with great indignation and with a great exhibition of contempt for 
the position of the other side ; and at first I confess that on one or two 
occasions that attitude rather frightened me ; and, being in charge of the 
case on behalf of the Crown, I was alraid during those early exhibitions 
of indignation and contempt by my Honourable friend, that I had, pro¬ 
bably, committed some unpardonable wrong which had been the cause of 
all this jndignafion. But, as our association proceeded, in the course of 
that experience forced me to the conclusion that, the more indignant 
my learned friend was and the more contemptuous he was towards ihe 
opposite side, the less conviction he had in his own mind tliat he liad a 
good |)oint to make. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali (Delhi ; General) ; That was a law Court. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : My Honourable 
friend says that that was a law Court. Sir, habits have a way of sticking 
on, once tliey have been formed (Laughter) : and, therefore, I rather drew 
comfort from the speech that my Ilonoiirable friend made condtunning 
this Bill ihe other day, because, as his speech proceeded, the greater was 
bis indigualion, and the greater Avas his contempt for the opposite side, 
the kvs and less grew my fear that we were doing something which was 
so repressive as to negative all the canons of civilized government. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : Habits stick on, don^t they ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : If I may refer to 
some of the general criticisms of the Bill, one of the criticisms advanced 
has been that when the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1982, was intro¬ 
duced into this House by the then Home Member, he based the necessity 
for a measure of this kind entirely upon the existence of the Civil Dis¬ 
obedience Movement, that somehow or other the present Home Memi>er 
,aiul the Government of India are guilty of some kind of a Machiavellian 
design in trying to support the necessity of a measure like this on the 
ground of the triple threat to which the Honourable the Home Member 
made reference in his opening speech, namely. Communism, terrorism and 
commiinalism. As a maitter of fact, one Honourable Member challenged 
the Home Member to show anything which was said on that occasion 
whieli would warrant the su^estion that even then this triple threat was 
in the mind of the then Home Member and that the Bill which subsecinently 
became an Act was designed to meet tliat kind of threat. Now, in the first 
place, 1 would beg leave to observe that if during the course of the last 
three years Government have found that fresh threats have aris(m and 
that a measure of this kind is useful for meeting those threats and that, 
therefore, it is necessary to enact it in a permanent form, it is no valid 
criticism of the provisions of the Bill to say that Government was not tlien 
conscious of the dangers to which a reference has now been made. But, 
apart from that, if it were necessary for the satisfaction of consciences of 
Honourable Members opposite to be assured that even on that occasion 
this triple threat was in existence and that it was contemplated that the 
measure would be helpful and useful in meeting that threat, I am able 
to assure them that that was so. 

Pandit Ck>vind Ballabh Pant: Was the Bill introduced on that 
account 1 
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The Honourable Sir Muhanunad Zafrullah Khan : In the speech 
which the Uonourable the then Home Member delivered in making the 
motion J!or reference of the Bill to a Select Committee, this is what lie said. 
The speech was made on the 21st September, 1932 : 

“ We have had in India a triple threat to peaceful progress^—Civil Disobedience, 
Communisiii and terrorism ; and though the main provisions of this Bill arc directed 
against the lirst of theso, i hope the House will not forget that the provisions relat¬ 
ing to the Press will exercise a strong controlling influence over the movements of 
Communism and terrorism. Discontented elements will always tend to coalesce. 
Though on the surface these three are very different movements, behind the scenes 
llicre are certain contacts. Terrorism, threatens (Jovernmciit by open force. The other 
two, Civil Disobedience and Communism, arc more subtle in their methods, but 
possibly even more disastrous in their results, for their object is to destrov the whole 
basis of respect for authority and the traditional institutions on which society is 
founded. Thomas Carlyle, the historian of the Frimch devolution, spoke of our 
whole being as an infinite abyss over-arched by habit. That imago seems to me to 
be vividly true in the conditions of India, where a crust has been formed—and at 
times we seem to see in a flash how thin that crust is--a crust has been formed over 
a great abyss by the labours of many generations which have found expression in the 
instinctive beliefs and habits of the people Let us beware, Sir, lest the crust give 
way and we find ourselves precipitated into the abyss.** 

To this has been added the danger that arises from acute communal 
frietioTi. One Honourable Member Avas pleased to remark that eoni- 
miirialism had at no stage been at so low an ebb as it was today. All that 
J can vsay Is that my own ex]>erience unfortunately shows that that state¬ 
ment is not justified, f need not go further into the matter at tliis stage. 
One argument was put forward and it w^as repeated several times and 
stalistics ANcrc quoted in support of it, that the Act had not been effective 
in slumping out the dangers Avhieh it was designed to meet and tiial con¬ 
sequently it ought to bo allow^ed to lapse. lie came to a certain stage when 
I was expecting that the logical conclusion of the argument, w^hicli was 
being developed by the Honourable Member, who put forward this con¬ 
tention, w'ould be that he would ask for the repeal of the Avliole of the 
Penal Ckxle. I was disappointed that he did not go on to press that logical 
conci usion 

Mr. Bhulabhai J. Desai (Bombay Northern Division : Non-Muham¬ 
madan Hiiral) : How is it a logical conclusion 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : We were told by 
that particular Honourable Member that out of—T did not note the figures 
and, therefore, I can only give them roughly--62,800 murders eo?»imitted 
in this country in a particular year, convictions had been obtained only 
in 17,000 odd cases. T was rather afraid that an argument might be put 
forward that that being so and the dealh penalty provided in the Penal 
Code for murder and the procedure for the trial of criminal cases pro¬ 
vided for in the Criminal Procedure Code and the rules of evidence laid 
dow^n ill the Evidence Act nnt having proved equal to the situation wliich 
was created by this largo number of murders and because of such a large 
number of cases having ended in acquittal, all these three Codes should 
be repealed as having failed in their object. But, Sir, that argument Avas 
not developed and it is a novel argument to me that if you enact a measure 
to meet a particular situation and if that situation is not completel y-^ met 
by that measure Avithin the space of three years, it is undeniably established 
that there is no justification for continuing that measure. The applica¬ 
tion of such a principle to the great body of law that governs all civilized 
societies would leave us with very little law indeed. 
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Now, Sir, may 1 go on to stress certain features of this Bill which I 
have said have been in danger of becoming rather obscure during the 
course of the debate. Government have been charged with a hunger for 
exeeiilive power, executive power which they would then misuse f(*r the 
purpose of repression and oppression and aJI the other ‘ tion^s ' to which 
reference has been made. Now, Sir, does an examination of the Bill iiow 
pul for'.vaid reveal a mentality of that description / As has been stressed 
by Honourable iMembers opposite and as also appears from the (piotaiion 
that I made only a I'ew minutes ago from the speech of the tlieii Home 
Men.])er, the Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1932, although designed 
to meet all thes^ dangers, was directed ])rincipally against the Civil His- 
obedience Movement whicli was then rife in the country. We have been 
assur(‘<l by Honourable IVIembcrs from the Opposite J5enches that I he Civil 
Disobedience Movement, though not ended- -and they have been a I ])aiiis 
to Jiiake it clear that it (‘an never end or die--is for the moment, if 1 might 
again use the expression—in a State of suspended animation. Now, Sir, 
whav \V(M-e the provisions in that Act which were designed prijicipally, 
almost entirely, to jncet the dangei's which the Civil Disobedience Moxc- 
ment threatened to create in the country ? Those wore sections 2. 3, 
4, 6, 7 and 8. 

An Honourable Member ; TTnlawful associations. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The provisions 
3 PM n^gard to unlawful associations were only com¬ 

plementary to the provisions contained in the Act of 
1908. The substantive provisions that were then brought into force for 
the first time to meet the Civil Disobedience Movement were, as I have 
submitted, sections 2, 3, 4, 6, 7 and 8. Out of these sections, this Govern¬ 
ment thirsting for unlimited executive power which they want to use for 
the purpose of opiircssioii propose to repeal sections 2, 4, 6 and 8. 

An Honourable Member : Kye-wash. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : It was not the 
view of Honourable Mfunbers when this Act was passed that these pro¬ 
visions were merely an eye-wash,. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : They are all ugly. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : .and were so 

harmles.s that the Government thirsting for executive power might throw 
them away without suffering any diminution in their power. Now, it is 
pro])osed to repeal those sections. Does that show that the Government 
is acting with the kind of motives that have been ascribed to it f 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Yes. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Or that it wants 
to accumulate into its hands as much power as possible and then to hold 
on to that power once it has obtained it. Here is an instance where 
power whicli has been obtained is voluntarily sought to be discarded 
because the circumstances which it was designed to meet have for the 
moment at least disappeared or at least lost the greater part of their 
force. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : So it was intended as a sop. 
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Mr. S. Satyamurti : A very great abdication. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Honourable Mem¬ 
bers must give Government credit for being able to gauge the opinion 
ill this House pretty accurately. (Hear, hear.) That being so, Govern¬ 
ment were under no delusion as to any sop with regard to these sections 
being thrown to the other section of the House. Government took this 
decision because they felt that at tlie present moment circumstances did 
not justify the continuance of tlicse sections. They did it in the hope 
that at no time would it be necessary to re-enact provisions of this descrip¬ 
tion. (Hear, hear.) If, unfortunately, it becomes necessary to revive 
provisions of this description Government would then be ready to dis¬ 
charge its duty. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : You will not be th«^re then. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Sir, my presence 
as a Member of the Government or rny absence from the Government, I 
am sure would not make any difference. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : I am talking of (he Government as a whole. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have already 
made observations with regard to the duty and the hopes of the Govern¬ 
ment whieh might be formed by Members opposite when their turn 
come.s. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: Wait and see. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : That is what has 
been discarded from the old Act. Has anything been added ? Not a 
line. Has any fresh power been sought to be taJien in this Bill which 
has been presented to the House 1 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Permanent measure. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I am fully con¬ 
scious of that. Have I betrayed any indication that I do not realise either 
the character or the scope of this measure ? 

Sardar Sant Singh (West Punjab : Sikh) : Does the Honourable 
Member approve of substituting executive judgment for judicial judg¬ 
ment 1 That is the main question. 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Honourable 
Members will please show the courtejsy of listening without interrupt¬ 
ing. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : That was one 
general observation whieh I was anxious to make and that was one feature 
of the Bdl wliieli ] was anxious to stress, namely, that that action of Govern¬ 
ment is a complete reply to this part of the criticism that Government are 
anxious to accumulate power of this description into their own hands. 
Now, Sir, I may be permitted to make some observations "with regard to 
the various provisions which are sought to be made permanent without 
going of course into the details of those provisions. A>s Honourable Mem¬ 
bers are aware section 5 is designed to check, to stop the repetition of 
matters which have been considered obnoxious and thfe publication of which 
has been proscribed. 

Mr» 8. Sstyamurti: By the executive. 
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The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Section 5 itself 
is only complementary to the various provisions of the law which give 
the executive power to proscribe literature that may be obnoxious. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : Whether it is obnoxious or not, it is proscribed. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; The question 
under discussion is not with regard to the power of the executive to 
proscribe literature. The question is whether conditions have arisen 
which require that in case the power of proscription is to be retained 
and is to be effectively exercised some further provision has become 
necessary. Now, Sir, it may be the experience of Honourable Members 
even on the Opposite Benches, it certainly must be the experience of a 
very large number of Members oii tliat side that recently it has become the 
habit with a certain class of offenders to evade and to bring into contempt 
the provisions designed to stop the publication of offending literature by 
committing to memory portions of such proscribed poems or proscribed 
books or proscribed articles and then to repeat them from memory to 
large audiences and thus not only entirely to frustrate the object of the 
provisions designed to cheek the spread of such literature, but to cause 
a great deal more annoyance, a great deal more suffering than even the 
publication of the original book or poem or article. It has, therefore, 
become necessary that if Oovernment are to discharge the duty laid upon 
them as a civilized government to protect cherished sentiments and ideals, 
the veneration felt for religious leaders and doctrines that the other pro¬ 
visions shall be supplemented by a provision of the description contained 
in section 5. As a matter of fact from various sections of the popula¬ 
tion there have been complaints, and grievances have been felt that during 
the last three years the powers given by section 5 of the Criminal Law 
Amendment Act have not been used oftener. 

Mr, S. Satyamurti : Oh ! Oh ! How many instances. 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena (Lucknow Division • Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : Perhaps you were one of those who made a complaint to that 
effect. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Another objection 
taken was to sub-section (2) of section 5. Sub-section (2), says that 
jao prosecution shall be launched under subsection (i) of section 5 : 

“ unless the Local Government has certified that the passage published, circulated 
or repeated contains, in the opinion of the Local Government, seditious or other 
matter of the nature referred to in sub-section (J) of section 99-A of the Criminal 
Procedure Code or sub-section (f) of section 4 of the Indian Press (Emergency 
Powers) Act.'' 

And a grievance was made that here again it is a certifieate from 
the executive that is required. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : That is the point. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Hhitn ; That, I am 
assured, was the point. I am glad that in this instance at least I did not 
misapprehend the point sought to he made. Now the criticism could have 
only two aspects ; either that no certificate should he required of this 
description, whatever may he the view of the Honourable Members with 
regard to sub-section ( 1 ), with regard to this point of procedure 
criticism would he either that there Ls no need of a certificate and the 
Court before whom the case goes should decide whether the person who it 
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being proceeded against has or has not offended the provisions of sub¬ 
section (i) ; or,—and this 1 apprehend was the real point,—that it should 
not be the executive who should grant that certificate but it should be a 
Court of law. 

Mr. B. Satyamurti : Sir, on a point of personal explanation, my 
point was that the decision whether the passage was seditious, or other¬ 
wise offended against the various other provisions should be vested exclu¬ 
sively in the judiciary and not in the executive. That is the only point. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The criticism that 
1 was trying to meet was with regard to sub-section (2), and not the 
general criticism that there sliould be no provision giving power to the 
executive to proceed agaiiLst a person on the ground that he has offended 
in this respect. It was specifically against sub-section (.2) and my reply 
is that the second aspect of the criticism is out of the question. You 
cannot say that the Court should first certify that this is an offending" 
passage before the Court can try whether such passage has been offensive 
or not. Tlie first criticism that there should be no such restriction has 
not miicli force for this reason that after all sub-section (2) is a restrictive 
section. All that it does,—and Honourable Members may not agree that 
it is very useful,—but all that it does is to check indiscriminate prosecu¬ 
tions. Honourable Members may think that that was not enough of a 
check or that it was not much of a cheek. But wdionover the provisions 
of this sub-section are used they Avill be used to check the number of 
prosecutions. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is the function of the Court left then ? 
Has the Court any judicial function at all ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : 1 have already 
explained that the object of this section is that once the powders have been 
used which are contained in other enactments and which are not at 
present under discussion, those powers shall be effectively used. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : By the executive. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Even at the risk 
of repetition I will try to make that clear which Honourable Members, 
opposite refuse to admit is clear, that whatever the justification for these 
provisions once a certain publication is sought to be checked the law shall 
not be evaded by other means wliich might cause far greater harm than 
the publication of the original offending document. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Even if there is no offence committed. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Then, Sir, before 
going on to the provisions relating to picketing, may I make one brief 
reference to the provisions, although they occur later in the Act, designed 
to meet certain kinds of activities of associations that have been declared 
unlawful ? I have said I shall make only a brief reference to these 
provisions for the reason that they have come in only for a brief criticism 
from the Oppomtion. I do not wish to imply that they are acceptable to 
them ; but I did apprehend during the course of the debate that their 
objection was far greater to the provisions with regard to picketing and 
the press than to those that are directed against unlawful associations. 
These provisions again are supplementary to the main provisions of the* 
Act of 1908. Section 11 I am sure could not be objected to, not because* 
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I consider that Honourable Members think that the executive should 
riglitly have the power to declare associations unlawful,—1 know they 
object to that,—and the objection would naturally be directed against the 
main j)i’OYisions which enable the executive to declare associations unlaw¬ 
ful at all. All that tiiis section does is that powers which up to a certain 
date the Governor General did possess of declaring associations unlawful, 
powers which all the Governors do possess at the present moment and 
whicli under the Devolution Rules Avere conferred upon the Local Oovern- 
iuenfs and oL* Avhieh the Governor General was deprived, shall again be 
vested in (he Governor General. Section 12 only concerns procedure. 
Section 1.1 is the section Avhich made substantive provisions supplementing 
the provisions of the Act of 1908 and this section provides by its various 
sub-sections that once an association ha^s been declared unlawful the 
executive shall have the i)ower to take possession of the headquarters or 
the offices of the association, to seize and forfeit their moveables and to 
seize and forfeit the monies and securities belonging to them. 

Sardar Sant Singh : You want to legalise dacoily. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Now, Sir, here 
again whatever may be the criticism agaiiist the power to declare associa- 
tioiis urdawful, so far as that stage is concerned with which this measure 
deals, that is to say, that you shall further have the poAver of seizing these 
funds and properties, the only question of a judicial nature that could 
arise, assuming that the Act of 1908 continued as it does continue in 
operation,. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Subject to repeal. 

The Honoui'able Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : .the only 

question that could arise AvouJd be Avhether the property that was sought 
to be confiscated, the funds and securities that AA^ere sought to be con¬ 
fiscated, the building of Avhich po.ssession Avas sought to be taken as being 
the office of the unlaAvful association do or do not belong to the associa¬ 
tion and, therefore, are or are not liable to forfeiture. Before 1 go on 
to this aspect of the case, may I say one Avord Avith regard to the general 
nature of tlie activities of these associations ? Once an association has 
been declared unlawful one of three results might follow. One is that 
that particular association might suspend or give up altogether the 
activities Avhich have brought it Avithin the mischief of the provisions of 
the Act of 1908. In that case the only action, provided that Avere estab¬ 
lished, that would follow Avouid be a cancellation of the declaration of 
the unlaAvfulness of the association. Another result that might follow is 
that such a declaration might result in the association being dissolved in 
which case also the declaration would be cancelled,. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : No, there is section 18 of the Act. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan :.and, in any 

case, its operation by the action of the members of the association would 
have been nullified in the sense that it has no association to operate upon, 
or a third result may follow and has very often followed ; that the associa¬ 
tion's activities might be driven underground, with possibilities of greater 
mischief even than when the association operated in the open. If that 
Tiappens and assuming that its activities were such as were of destructive 
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of the liberties of the population or a section of the population, it 
admittedly becomes the duty of the Government to see that the aspect that 
they have now taken on is dealt with and that tlic; association is rendered 
harmless as was the object of the original declaration ; and the only pro¬ 
visions that the GOTerninent could consider as i)Ossibly conducing towards 
tliat result—and in the case of underground societies not always achiev¬ 
ing their object, but the only provisions that could conduce towards tliat 
result—are provisions that are contained in section As 1 have said, 
the only question that would then arise would Ix', are Government misus¬ 
ing their powers to take possession of the prcmisi*s or to seize and con¬ 
fiscate the property of individuals or a-NSocifuions v.iio have no c(;nncction 
with tli(i association that has been declared unlawful • and with regard to 
that, the Act contains provisions that that matter -an he settled on a 
representation being lodged before the principal civil (-ourt of die district 
in which the seizure or the proj) 0 '»e(l Forfeiture is likely to take 
place. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga (Guntur nun Nellore : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : In most cases these representations are not successful. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : That would be 
the residt of the findings of the judiciary in which Honourable Members 
opposite have as groat a confidence as ihc rest of the jmpnlatioii Iuin. 

Before 1 pass on to pjckcting and the press, may 1 juake another brief 
allusion to seciious and 10 which deal with matters of procedure : they 
have not been criticised in the House much, but there was sonn^ criticism 
of them by Mr. Satyamurti during the course of his speech. He said, 
here is something very oppressive in sections 9 and 10—c»ertain ottences 
have been made cognisable and non-bailablc. {Section 9 related to offences 
(•.rented by sections 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 ; and as sections 2, 3, 4, 6 and 8 
have disappeared, its scope has been limited to offences created by sec¬ 
tions 5 and 7. As I have said, section 7, when it is enacted as a permanent 
measure, would not always he operative : it will be brought into operation 
only where circumstances justify it. Section o would continue in o])cra- 
tioii. In tlie case of section 5, the offence has not been m:ule mm-bailable, 
although it has been made cognisable ; and rightly so. For after all, 
when a reproduction of the publication of offensive matter takes place 
in the imnirier which the section is designed to meet, which particular 
individual is expected to go and lodge a complaint ? If such publication 
is to be made an offence, it follows as of necessity that it should ])e made 
cognisable. The offence, as Honourable ^lembers will observe, has not 
been made non-bailable. Section 7 when it do«'s constitute an offence, 
that is to say, when it has been brought into operation, circumstances 
having arisen justifying its bringing into operation, does make the offence 
both cognisable and non-bailable : cognisable for Ibis particular reason 
that the offence contemplated by this section, that is to say, picketing, is 
directed against mostly, but not always, interference with business 
people. 

Mr. M. Asaf All : Who can always lodge a complaint ! 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I am just coming 
to that. It might be saidi that there is no difficulty here : here is the 
individual who is annoyed and molested, whose business is being interfered 
with and who can go and lodge his complaint. But experience shows that 
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picketing is a form of overawing people aud forcing them into submission 
to proposals which they* intensively dislike at heart ; for after all, if a man 
is willing to come into line with the proposals which are being forced 
upon him, there is no necessity for picketing. Picketing arises only 
where by subjecting the individual or a section of society to a peculiar 
form of annoyance and molestation, it is hoped that he or they may be 
coerced into taking a line of action which they would not otherwise adopt. 
That being so, that being the object of picketing, it is useless to expect 
that a victim of this kind of annoyance and molestation, which often 
continues through days and w’eeks, should incur the risk of greater 
annoyance and molestation, by going and making a complaint against the 
persons wlio are subjecting him to this kind of annoyance. It is, therefore, 
necessary, that an offence of this kind should be made cognisable. 

Now, Sir, may I be permitted to make some reference to the two main 
provisions of the Act which are sought to be revived by this Bill, to 
Avhich objection has been taken ? The first of these is, as I have said, 
picketing, wdiicli is provided for by section 7. Part of the criticism I have 
already sought to meet. That criticism was that Civil Disobedience, 
though not dead, though it can never die—I am careful to repeat this 
lost I should be misunderstood that the Honourable Members opposite had 
committed tbomsolve.s to a ])ositiori which might become embarrassing to them 
as a political party—yet it is at the present moment at a very low ebb, 
and that, therefore, these provisions are not necessary. My submission 
is that the same is the case with .section 7. If the (/ivil Disobedience Move¬ 
ment is not active, section 7 is not active cither, and it is not intended 
to make it active. When and if activities of that description are revived, 
Local Governments will have power to bring into operation section 7. So 
long as one side does not resort to activities which this section is designed 
to prevent, the section will not be brought into force. Another criticism 
was that the ordinary law is sufficient to deal with illegal picketing. 

An Honourable Member : Picketing by illegal means. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Picketing by 
illegal means which 1 have briefly described as illegal picketing. That 
is begging the question. If picketing is resorted to by the adoption of 
illegal means the question begs itself : that is to say, the argument is this : 
there are certain provisions of the law which yon can bring into operation 
to cheek certain kinds of picketing. Therefore, why do you want to 
take power under section 7 to check other kinds of picketing ? For the 
simple reason that other kinds of picketing do interfere very seriously 
witli that cherished possession of the subject for which Honourable Mem¬ 
bers have .shown such great solicitude the liberty of the subject. It is the 
duty of all Governments having any pretence to civilized forms. 

An Honourable Member : Don’t say civilized. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad S^mllah Khan : .to secure 

conditions which should enable all citizens to pursue their legitimate 
callings without being subjected to annoyances and molestations of this 
kind. It is all very well to say peaceful picketing. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Yes. 
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however good the intention behind this kind of picketing may be, expe\^ 
shows that picketing of this description soon develops into anything v 
peaceful picketing. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Because of rowdyism by the police. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Let the 
Honourable Member go on without interruption. It is very unfair. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The object of this 
legislation is not to punish people at the later stages of this peaceful 
picketing when it ceases to be peaceful, but to prevent a state of alfairs 
arising in which something will have been done upon which nmeli graver 
punishment must necessarily follow, but the main object, as 1 ‘lave said, 

IS to secure that every man shall be enabled to carry on his calling with¬ 
out interference and most obnoxious interference of the kind to which 
he is subjected in the name of peaceful picketing. T^icketing of this kind 
interferes with the elementary right (»f the citizen, it interferes with the 
freedom of contract. It is sahl that criminal force is prohibited. So it 
is. It is said intimidation is prohibiteiL so it is, but what is not prohibited 
and what this section seeks to prohibit is half a dozen or a dozen men 
or even three or four men going and standing outside a sliop, seeing a 
person approaching the shop to buy certain things from a shopkeeper 
and the shopkeeper wdlling to sell, and their jeering at the prospective 
buyer and the shopkeeper transacting the business, and this is what is 
described as peaceful picketing. Peaceful picketing often takes the form 
of jeering at and using insulting epithets botli for the prospective customer 
and tlie shopkeeper, and human nature being what it is, this 
form of so-callcd peaceful picketing often develops into very much w'orse 
things. That is the experience of everybody. If you choase to shut your 
eyes to actual experience, I am afraid T cannot help to bring light to those 
who must keep the windows closed all the time round them. Sir, a 
quotation was made from one of Lord 3rorley\s letters to the Earl of 
Miiito. It was said what right have people who themselves shout from 
the housetops ‘ Buy British ^ to prevent other people from carrying on 
propaganda in favour of ‘ Buy Indian ’ ? 

Mr, S. Satyamurti : That is Lord Irwin. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I stand corrected. 
Nobody on this sid*e^ of the House differs from that sentiment. 

Several Honourable Members : Oh, oh ! 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; If every building 
in the country was placarded from top to bottom with placards saying 
* Buy Indian \ not the slightest objection could possibly be taken to 
that kind of propaganda by anyone on this side, of the House. 

Mr. M Asaf Ali : Hundreds of prosecutions were undertaken on 
that ground alone. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Hundreds of prosecutions have taken place. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Honourable 
Members are aware. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Honourable 
Members had their opportunity to speak. They ought to listen to the 
other side with patience. . 
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ic'rof. N. G. Banga : On a point of personal explanation, Sir. 1 
.link it is a legitimate form of parliamentary procedure to interrupt 
whenever it Is possible. 

HIx. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; So far as the 
Honourable Member is concerned, he is always interfering and making 
it impossible for the Chair and for most of the Members of this House 
to follow the proceedings, and the Chair does not think it is fair. He 
must accept the ruling of the Chair that it is not the proper parlia^ 
mentary behaviour to be constantly interrupting. 

Prof. N. G. Banga : I accept your ruling. Sir. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; As Honourable 
Meiiibers are aware, there is an Explanation appended to this section. I 
shall read out that Explanation, although 1 am sure that even in the 
absence of that Explanation the situation would be exactly the same as 
if that Explanation had been explicitly enacted, because the section does 
not even by implication make that illegal, which this Explanation declares 
expressly as perfectly legal. “ Encouragement of indigenous industries 
or advocacy of temperance without the commission of any of the acts 
prohibited bj' this section is not an offence under this section, so that 
legitimate forms of propaganda, however intensively carried on are 
not sought to be ipstricted by the provisions of this section.” 

May 1, Sir, now pass on to the portion which deals with the press f 
It has been said that the press is the most potent instrument for the 
spread of knowledge, for the spread of culture and of civilization for 
bringing light into the dark corners of the life of the poor and ignorant 
people. Sir, I subscribe in the fullest degree to that general state¬ 
ment. As a matter of fact, a quotation was read out by one llonour- 
'able Member from Sheridan, who has described the press as a mighty 
engine. I accept it. But then, Sir, power, particularly great power, 
engines and more particularly mighty engines are sometimes liable to 
abuse. I hope that that also will not be denied, and if that is so, this 
power which may be used for good is sometimes apt to be used for 
evil, and it would be the function of a wise Government to devise .such 
checks which, Avithout unduly interfering with the benellcent activities 
of such a mighty engine, should safeguard society from the baneful 
activities of this mighty engine. To that principle no exception can 
be taken. I apprehend that the criticism was that the provi.sions which 
form part of this Act which is sought to be made permanent are unduly 
re.strictive of the legitimate liberties of the press. Now, >Sir. one 
comparison was made and it was stated that there were instances of not 
only liberty but even of the licence of the press ir England, yet no 
restrictive powers had been found necessary there, and so why should 
wo impose iTstrictions on the press here. T have spoken of licence, 
because the Honourable Member who read those instances himself said 
that he had not much sympathy with what had been said, he was not 
necessarily aj)proving the subject matter but he was merely citing 
those instances to show what liberty or licence was allowed there. I 
have not had time to look up those instances since the Honourable Member 
concluded his speech, but I understand that those were instances cited 
hi support of a restrictive measure which was then before the House 
of Commons,—Incitement to Mutiny Act, and therefore they lose their 
point from that particular point of view. But apart from that. 
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Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant : A word of personal explanation. Sir. 
1 did not argue that no sort of action is necessary where wrong is 
committed. What I was arguing was this that no power had been given 
to the executive to impose restraints on the press in spite of the existence 
of such licence. That was my point. (Cheers from Congress Benches.) 

I know Unit the discussion was in connection with a Bill which provided 
a sentence of three months for maliciously circulating such pamphlets*. 
1 have no objection to that. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The only point that 
I was making was that licence of the kind referred to by the Honour¬ 
able Member had been made punishable in England. 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant : It is punishable here. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : By Courts. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I apprehend the 
distinction perfectly. 1 hope it has not been the experience of Honour¬ 
able Members opposite during the very brief period that I have been a 
Member of this House that I have at any time failed to understand a 
point that they have been seeking to make. I will come back in a 
irioment to the point which was sought to be made and which I did not 
intend to ignore as the second branch of the contention, but may [ first 
interpose a remark 1 Whenever Honourable Members in the course of 
their speeches and in the course of the debate on this motion were re¬ 
minded that in most of the European countries liberty, especidlly the 
kind of liberty which was being pleaded for here, was much more 
restricted than it was in India, the retort from Honjonrable Members 
opposite was, we are not talking of countries where there are dictator¬ 
ships, we are not talking of countries where there are uon-domocratic 
Governments, we are talking of a country which at least claims to 
possess a representative form of Government. Then they \vimt on to 
cite instances from England in order to show that tliat was the only 
comilry with which conditions can stand comparison. But do conditions 
here stand comparison with' conditions in England ? My contention is 
that in considering the provisions of a Bill of this description, you will 
have to corusider all the circumstances which such a measure is designed 
to meet, not merely the word of the enactment, but also the conditions, 
the material to which they have to be applied, the stale of society to 
which they have to be applied. Now, Sir, tJiere are countries,—I will not 
more particularly specify any, but there are countries where voluntary rest¬ 
raints upon freedom of speech and freedom of the press are obeyed to such an 
extent tliat eit her no restrictive provisions of law are fecpiircd to assure to 
persons who may become the object of the attentions of the right of free 
speech and the right of free press, the enjoyment of wliat was described by 
one Honourable Member as the repose of life, where it does not become neces- 
sary to impose any restriction by law, or the minimum resTrictions suffice. 
There are such countries. There are countries where the sense of humour 
of the population itself would check any mischief that might be appre¬ 
hended from propaganda of this description in othe?: countries Avhere 
conditions might be entirely different. As I said, allusion has been 
made to conditions in England. It has been said. Communism is preached 
in England far more openly and to a much larger degree than it is 
preached or attempted to be preached in India, they do not have pro¬ 
visions of this description, and why do you find it necessary to have^ 
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provjsirms of this description 1 Yes, Sir, Communism is preached in 
England far more openly and to a far greater extent than it is dune 
in India. It is generally done in the neighbourhood of the marble 
arch on Sunday afternoons in Hyde Park by preachers whose stock-in- 
trade gCTicnilly consists of black flag and a stool to stand upon. 

An Honourable Member : Red flag. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafimllah Khan : Red flag, 1 stand 
corrected. Sir, I confess to an ignorance of the details of the insignia 
of as.sociatious and organisations which carry on propaganda of this 
description. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; Except the. Union Jack .' 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Certainly. It is 
preached openly, but what happens f When that kind of inilamiuatory 
speech is .npplied to the material which is available what is the result T 
People conn* on, they listen to this kind of language for a few minutes 
or longer, and in the end they laugh the speaker down in scorn. That 
is the safeguard. 

An Honourable Member ; Not always. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : People there make 
it unnecessary that laws of this description should bo enacted. (Inter¬ 
ruption ) Then, Sir, I believe it was my Honourable friend. Pandit 
Krishna Kauta Malaviya, who unfolded before the Honso a long tale 
of suffering, suffering inflicted upon the journalists anil newspapermen 
by meo.sures of this description. He seemed to be supremely unconscious 
of the suffering inflicted upon sections of the populace by the license of 
the Di'css, by reputations de.stroyeil or attempted to be destroyed, by 
peace of mind killed or attempted to be killed, and Govi rnnient owe a 
dut.v h«)lh to the journalists and those who read the clfusions of journa¬ 
lists. And their duty is to see that, whereas the press shall not be 
nndidy r(‘.slricted, no man’s peace of mind shall be unduly constrained 
or interfered with by the publication of seditious or scurrilous literature 
in the form of newspapers and journals. 

An Honourable Member : Prosecute them. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Experience has 
shown very often that when prosecutions are undertaken for this purpose 
there is far greater publicity, there is far greater suffering that is 
inflicted as a result of the prosecution than is likely to result from 
executive action being taken to check the evil. (Interruption.) I am 
rather glad to find that my speech is troubling Honoturable Members 
opposite to such an extent, because, after all, that is only proof of the 
fact that the. arguments are going home. (Cheers from Official Benches.) 
That sometimes the exercise of liberty might degenerate into the exercise 
of license has only been too manifest more especially in recent years in 
this country. Sentiments are openly expressed, not that there is a 
desire to change this form of Government—that has been recognised and 
nobody can have any possible objection to that, it is a legitimate and 
laudable de.sire,—sentiments have been openly expressed that if it were 
possible for the speaker he would break this form of Govei'nment this 
moment. 
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An Honourable Member : Why not f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : .breakage 

always involves violence. (Interruption.) Then a judgment was quoted 
of a very eminent Chief Justice, the Chief Justice both of Bombay and 
of Calcutta, in support of the condemnation of this measure. May I be 
permitted to make a very brief quotation from that very judgment of that 
learned Judge ? He said : 

“ Courts of law can only move on defined lines and act on information brought 
before them under limited conditions. It is not so with the executive autlujrity. It 
would be paralysed if it had to observe the restrictions placed on the Courts. Its 
action can be prompted by information derived from source^ not open to the Courts 
and based on considerations forbidden to them ; it can be moved by impressions and 
personal experience to which no expression can be given in a (^)U^t but which may be 
a very potent incentive to executive action. Government may bo in possession of 
information which it would be impossible to disclose in a Court of law and yet obviously 
requiring immediate action. Therefore a jurisdiction to pronounce on the wisdom or 
unwisdom of the executive action has been withheld.’’ 

Later on the same Honourable Judge observes : 

“ Political conditions and reasons of State are the life blood of executive action 
but they have no place in a Court of law.” 

I do hope that Honourable Members who made (iiiotations from 
this judgment in support of the argument that the provisions of the 
Act, designed to check the activities of a certain kind of press were 
unduly restrictive, will be convinced by the arguments of the same 
Honourable Judge, for it very often becomes the imperative duty of 
Govorrniicni to take executive action without submitting their action to 
the scrutiny of a Court of law. 

Sir, one word more and I have done. One. Honourable Member 
told ii.s, whatever he meant by it—^you want to establish peace and 
tranquillity. He said sometimes tranquillity may be the tranquillity of 
death but that what he wanted was the repose of life. As I said, whatever 
he might have meant by the repose of life, it is because Government are 
anxious to secure to all sections of the population the repose to which 
they aie entitled—protection against unwarranted attacks, vdielher 
against their reputation or against their cherished beliefs or traditions 
or the ideals which they hold sacred, that Government have been forced 
to the conclusion that it is necessary to continue those sections of the 
present Criminal Law Amendment Act with regard to which there is a 
motion for consideration before the House now. Sir, Government by 
this measure seek to guard the repose of life and to check the turbulence 
of license. 1 support the motion. 

Mr. P. E. James : After the speech of the Honourable the Commerce 
Member, I do not propose to do more than examine a few general principles 
on which we on this side of the House support the Bill and a few of the 
general objections that have been raised by Members of the Opposition. In 
the first place, I would lay down four general propositions in regard to 
the relation between the State and the public order and private liberty on 
which I believe we shall find common ground with the Members of the 
Opposition. The first proposition is that any State is justified in assuming 
to ilself powers to deal with movements which are directed against the 
stability of the State, public security and the liberty of the individual. 
All the movements we have been discussing during these past few days are 
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essentially movements direetcd against these three objects. The second 
proposition is that the State is justified in taking special powers, if the 
ordinary law cannot deal with those movements. I take it that even my 
Honourable friends on the other side w^ould accept,—and it has been 
demonstrated amply during the course of the debate—^that these movements 
are such as cannot be dealt with under the ordinary law. Those frieiuls 
of mine who are lawyers know that the Indian Evidence Act itself has no 
parallel in the world. 

Mr. S. Satyamnrti ; It is one of the finest Acts. 

Mr. P. E. James : .as an obstacle to the obtaining of convic- 

tioiLs of palpable and known criminals. Perhaps that is the reason why 
my friend, Mr, SatjMinurti, praises that amazing Statute. Now, the 
third proposition is that the State is justified in curtailing the liberty of 
the individual for the sake of the liberty of the community. My Honour¬ 
able friend, the Commerce Mciuber, has already referred to the existence 
of the Indian Penal Code which itself is a restriction upon the liberty of 
the individual for the sake of the liberty of the community. The final 
proposition whicli 1 would ask my Honourable friends to accept is that 
such special |)owors should not be of such a character as to stillc reason* 
able expression of opinion or to hinder the liberty of the individual to 
pursue his normal avocation. My Honourable friend, the t'ommerce 
Member, has already demonstrated that the system of picketing, which 
was part of the (yivil Disobedience Movement and has now, as a result 
of that movement, eome to stay in this country for social aud economic 
purposes, is a systeqn which aims directly at the liberty of the individual 
to pursue his normal avocation in life. If you look at those propositions 
from the point of view of the press, 1 suggest that there is no Honourable 
Member of this House who can aflirra lhal the law as it stands today docs 
not allow reasonable expression of opinion on the part of the press. It 
that is not the ease, then why is it that since 1931, something like 700 
persons, either journalists or owners of presses, have thought it worth 
while to start new })resses, new periodicals or new newspapers ? Does 
that look like strangulation ? Does that look like interference witli the 
liberty of the press f I am perfectly prepared to admit that control of 
any kind is regrettable but wliere it is necessary, it justifies itself. I 
am reminded of a conversation which I had with one of the most brilliant 
journalists in this country, the late Mr. Rangaswami Aiyangar, the Editor 
of the Hindu, Rangaswami Aiyangar shared this dislike, on ])riii' 

ciple, of any control of the press whatsoever. But, in the course of our 
conversation, I asked him what effect did these particular press Jaws 
have upon him as a working journalist. His answer was that ‘‘ as far 
as I am concerned, and my articles, I feel just as free now as I was before 
those restrictions 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; He was opposed to the Press Act all the same. 

Mr. P. E, James : He said : ‘‘ The great difficulty with which I have 
to contend is that I have to be much more careful in examining the con¬ 
tributions which come from my correspondents in the mofussil, many of 
Svliom are correspondents only for a short time, and of whom many come 
and go and that is one of the great difficulties of the press today.” My 
Honourable friends speak of the Press T^aw as though it is restrictive ; 
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they speak of the press as though it has suffered some great hardship 
because of these restrictions. I would suggest to them that the press 
today Is as free as it deserves to be. {Cries of Oh, oh ’’.) The press 
of any country is as free as it deserves to be. In my country it deserves 
to be freer tlian in this country. To .sliow why I make that statement, 
I would like to read a few extracts. T do not want to weary Ihe Hou-e 
but I will read to you a few observations made by papers in this country 
ill regard to the Quetta Earthquake and if any Member is interested he 
can have tlie names of the papers and the dates on which those articles 
ai)peared. Here is a paper in youth India which, in regard to the Quetta 
Earthquake, stated that the Government kept the country ignorant of the 
facts ; that the extent of tlie loss was due to an explosion of fimmunitiou, 
and that llie Relief Fund uhieh was raised by lli.s Excellency the V’^iceroy 
was l)eing used for the defence of India, (furies of Shame, shame 

Here is anotJier pa]>er in South India : 

“ Hundreds of persona could have been savctl. but the juilitary did not 
adc*r|iiatt* attention to the savinfj of life.’' (Interriipnoiis.) 

Here js anothor paper ; this is in the Knited Provinces : It quotes 

j instances to show the highly diabolical nature of the mili¬ 

tary administration. Tt states that the military forcibly 
look away money, that linndreds and tliousands might have been saved, 
that the prohibition of entry into (Quetta was in order to prevent tlie 
military from coining into contact \\ith the general ])iiblic, and es])ecially 
the Nationalist Party. (liiiughter.; Here is another paper, also in the 
Tnited Provinces : 

An Honourable Member : What is the name of ihe paper 1 

Mr. P. E. James : Gharib, published in Saharanpiir ; this article 
api)eared on the lllli June, This is what this paper alleged. 

(Interruptions.) Do noi my Honourable friends want to hear them ! 
(Voices : “ Go on, go on ’^) This is what is contained in this paper ; 

“ White soldiers cut off tho hands of half-dead woin^n and look lOMiy their gold 
oTnaments {('rirs of “ t^haine, shame ! ”) 

Now, does that paper desei-ve to exist V 

An Honourable Member : Were they prosecuted I 

Mr. P. E. James : Here is another one, of the same month, and the 
following day : 

“ Women had to hand over their ornanicnts before thc\ were allowed to be rescued. 
They were then subjected to immoral treatment, and the chastity of girls was 
molested.^’ {Cries of ** Shame, shame ! 

An Honourable Member : How many of these ivere pruseeuted 1 

Mr. P. B. James : I suggest, Sir, that illustrations like that indicate 
that the press in this country does not de.servc to be as free as the press 
of my country, where ((Tries of “ Oh, oh ! ”) public opinion would in 
such ca.ses have risen up against it. After all, the whole must suffer 
for the part (Cries of “ Oh, oh ”)—that is the rule of law as well as the 
i^le of life : and if there is a section of the press which can descend to 
such low depths as I hove quoted, I suggest there is every justification 
for such control as is suggested in this Bill. (Hear, hear.) 

L200LAD ’sS 
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Now, Sir, I turn to one or two of the general arguments advanced 
by the Members of the Opposition against this Bill. The first argument 
that I noted was that this Bill, in any circumstances, cannot receive our 
sanction because the j)resciit adniinislration is thoroughly bad. That was 
the argument used by my Friend, Mr. Fuzlu lluq, mainly on the ground 
that he did not receive a reply to a letter 1 But I suggest 1o him and to 
his friends that that argument beys the question. Whether or not the 
administration of this country is bad under its present nilers is a matter 
of opinion. Personally, I am not ashamed (interruptions), personally, 
I am not ashamed of the history of British administration in this 
country. 

An Honourable Member : Of course you are not ! 

Another Honourable Member : Why should you ? 

Mr. P. E. James : Sir. 1 am not ashamed of the administration of 
this country under i)resent circumstances, and I only hope that when 
jny Honourable friends come to power, they will do half as well. 

An Honourable Member : Hurrah ! 

Mr. P. E. James : But I would point out to my Honourable friends, 
when they say they do not like the present administration, that they are 
going to be given an opportunity to change it. In fact, all the present 
occupants of the Front Benches over there will in a very short time give 
w'ay to Ministers who wdll be responsible to this House ; and I would 
also point out to my Honourable friends that, in the provinces, which are 
so miicli criticised today, they will have plenty of opportunities of dis¬ 
playing their powers of administration. Sir, it is thus evading the issue 
to blame the present administration ; but that is a particular kind of 
manoeuvre which Honourable Members opposite have been continually 
pursuing for the last three days. Then, Sir, another argument is that 
these move'ments wdiich w^e are seeking to deal Avith are the result of the 
dissatisfaction with tlie existing political and economic conditions. Noav 
let us examine that proposition. Take the political aspect first. That 
kind of argument leads directly to anarchism. If you believe that, because 
you do not like the present political conditions, therefore, you should give 
a free rein to anarchical and revolutionary movements, then you arc your- 
mIF admitting that what you really w^ant is some revolution in this country 
to change the administration by force. My Honourable friend, Mr. Satya- 
inurti, had the hardihood to say—“ things will be all right when we get 
SAvaraj ; give us .Swaraj and then xieople avjU be free 

An Honourable Member : Three cheers ! 

Mr. P. E. James : Sir, if my friend thinks for one moment that 
when he gets Swaraj and becomes the chief minister in Madras, terrorism, 
Communism and communalism will cease, then he lives in a fooFs paradise. 
(Hear, hear.) 

Mr. 8. Satyaxnnrti : Sir, my friend is a terrorist, and he knows 
more about terrorism than I do ! 

Mr. F. E. James : And I am afraid that is the only paradise he will 
ever reach. Now take the economic argument. Here I would like to express 
my agreement with some of the sentiments which have been uttered on the 
other side of the House. 
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An Honourable Member : Thank yon. 

Mr. P. E. James : Sir, ] ajjtreo that the ultimate solution of the 
problem is to be found not merely in iiej^ative resistance but in the aboli¬ 
tion of the conditions out of which tln^se movements ^ain strenp^th. 

An Honourable Member : Thank you. 

Mr F. E. James : Yet, I would ask Honourable Members to con¬ 
sider what countries have solved th(‘ir economic j)roblcms. Docs that 
justify terrorism anywhere ? Does lhal justify terrorism in my own 
country ? Does it justify terrorism in tlie other countries where economic 
conditions are as bad as tliey are here ? (Interruptions.) 

Mr. President (The rionourable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; Order, order. 

Mr. P. E. James : And, furthermore, can Honourable Members say 
honestly that this Oovernment or the existing Provincial Governments are 
indifferent to the great problem of economic conditions 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : They are- -they arc. 

Mr. P. E. James : I shall only refer to the white paper that was 
laid on the table the other day by the Honourable the Finance Member on 
tliis subject. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : ‘‘ Paper ” after all ! 

Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq : Sir, 1 would like to ask. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Is it a per¬ 
sonal explanation that the Honourable Member wants to make ? 

Mr. A. K. Fuzlul Huq : T rise on a point of information, Sir. My 
Kojiourable friend was refcTring to otlier countries in comparison Avith the 
cojidition of things in India. Will niy Honourable friend tell this House 
the average income per liead in India a.s compared with England and other 
countries 1 (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. F. E. James : And will my Honourable friend tell me the aA'er- 
age cost of subsistenee in this eountry as eompared Avith other countries iu 
the West ? Sir, Avheii I Avas interrupted, 1 Avas referring to tlie white 
paper that Avas laid on the table the other day by the Honourable the 
Finance Member. T am told there is nothing in that, there is nothing for 
the uplift of the poor in that. Yet I make bold to say that in that docu¬ 
ment tliere is contained more hope for the villages than have been put 
forward for tliem by the Village Tudustries Association. 

An Honourable Member : Hurrah ! 

Mr. P. E. James : Noav, Sir, I would come to the second point under 
this head and that is the argument as far as terrorism is concerned. In 
this connection T AA^ant to say something about my Honourable friend, 
Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya's speech. When I road that speech care¬ 
fully I found that certain passages of it Averc definitely a laudation of 
terrorism and 1 will read the particular passages concerned. My friend 
need not rise to any personal explanation as be has already made too many 
of them. This is the first statement : T plead guilty to the charge of 
admiration of terrorists.^’ What is that but laudation ? The second one 
is : ‘‘ These are deeds of great sacrifice, deeds above the common run.” 
Is that laudation or not t 
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Pandit Krishna Kant Malavija (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions : 
Xoii-Miihaimuadan Kural) : Please go on. 

Mr. F. E. James ; I know he is getting very unconifortaI)li'. Now, 
tius is the third statement : “ T should be less than human if I did not 
admire deeds which exact my respect and admiration.’’ Is that laiida- 
1ii,n or is it not ? He referred to Midnapore and he spoke of the Ilonoiir- 
;«’)ie Member from :\ridna|)()re, Mr. GrifHths. He asked him to tnisl the 
jieoph* and they would give up terrorism. JMay I ask him what liappened 
to tlioM* three predeces^u-s of his ^^bo trusted the people ? ]\I.ay 1 ask 
him what happened to the man who trusted the people in the Court, the 
man who trusted the people in the District Board’s office, nay, that man 
who trusted the people on the football field ? They were shot down like 
rats. And yet he tells me that if the JMember for Midnapore will only 
trust the people. thf» terroeists will *i‘ive up their iiefarhnis crimes. T 
suggest io my llonourahle friend that li(‘ is beginning at the wrong end 
and I linj)e lliat wlien iu* s]u)ke he was mit spiaking for the l*arty W'liich 
is led by my di^tmgiiished friend, .Mr. Amw. Sir. hd me say straightaway 
I hat (‘<M)iiomic <M)ndili(»iis are not al the bottom i>f the organisfcition of 
lerrori.s'n. These men who are at tin* haek of the movement are, and 
hav(‘ been, well supplied wdth funds for many years. They are not starv¬ 
ing. Where do they get their recruits I I will lidl my llonourahle friend, 
the Piandit, 'where tliey get them from. They get their rcernits (riHii 
speeches and writings such as those of my Honourable friend on the floor 
ot* the House the other day which are listened to by those whose economic 
fill lire is dark or by those who liavc an unbalanced hut sentimental altacli- 
itiv'*iit to tlie cM'untry of their birth. That is wdiere they get tlieir recruits 
from. T would appelal fo my Honourable friend not* to dabble in such 
motions as tlie one 'which he has tabled at the present time. There is 
nofhing in thak If he is really honest and sincere in his endeavour to root 
out terrorism from tlie land, let him go to J^eiigal and offer his services 
univsorvodly to the auflmrities in flint province \vho are, on the one hand, 
engaged in the diffieult task of stamping out terrori.sm and, on the other 
hanfi, engaireil in the stiti more difneult task of reconstructing the economic 
Jile of Beiio’al. My llonourahle trieud is under a great misap])rehensicn 
and so are the Leaders of tlie Congress Party if they think for one moment 
that the terrorists want to Iree this country eith(*r politically or eimiioini- 
^‘aJIy. What tlie terrorists Avant to do is to terrorise the country and it 
do(*s not matter wdiieli Covernment is in poAver. They will terrorise the 
Swaraj (iovernment of the year after next exactly in the same way as they 
are doing now 


N()w% Sir, theie iln* final a.rgiHnent wdiieh tny Honourable friends on 
tile other side have used ahvays. They say tiiat these movements do not 
exist -then wliy are voii raising a bogey about them ? Terrorism, they say, 
is already Ixniig coiitrolhai and it is practically finished. The speech of 
my irononj’ahle Iriend, the Ale mhi»r troiii ilidnapore, is a sufficient answer 
to that an(l tlie facts wliieh mv nohlislied practically every day show the 
existence ol it. But, I w’ant to deal lor a moiueiit with the same argument 
in referenei* to (\)mmunism and liore I would like to refer briefly to my 
Iloiiourable friend, the c.r-Mayor of Bomlwy and the e.c-President of tlie 
Rationalist Association. Noav. 8ii\ he used tlie argument that tliere were 
plenty of books about Communism and anybody could read of its general 
prin-^oVles 'n fl.rio. w liat fh * ''erm ? He did not think that it was 
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such a terrible thing that it had to be controlled by special methods. I 
would read to him, lirst of all, the aims of the Communist Party in India, 
al least some of them, and then their methods and then a number of extracts 
fj’oni tlie aims of the Communist International on which the programme of 
the (Jommunist Party is based. 

First of all, the Communist l‘arty in India aims, among others, at the 
following : 

“ The eomijltjte imlepi'iidmce of liidiii by the violent overLhrow of J^ritibli rule. 
The caneelliitioii of all debta. The conha^'ation and natioiialiaatioii of all British 
factories, banks, railways, sea and river transport and plantations. 

The contiscation without compensation of all the lands, forests, and other property 
of the landlords, ruling princes, eliurehos, the British CJoverniJicnt, ollicials and money¬ 
lenders, {H'hi/ they should go hand in hand, I do not Jenow), and handing them over 
for use of the toiling pofisanlry. Cancellation of slave agri'ement.-j and all the 
indebtedness of the peasaiilry to moneylenders and banks. 

Docs Jiiy Ilimournble friend tlic of Bmnba.N still tliink that these 

arc harmless notions / 

Dr. Or. V. Deshmukh (Bombay City : Non-Muhammadau Urban) : 
The coiifiseation of debts they must have taken from England. 

Mr. F. E. James : When my Honourable friend comes into authority 
and has to deal with these Communists, does he think that these powers 
will not be necessary ! 

Now, KSir, here are some of the methods which arc supposed to be 
used : 

“ To dcNolop a general strike and convert it into a general political strike. 

To develop the spontaneous peasant movement for tlie non-pay incut of vent, debts 
Hiid taxes into an Ali-india movement aiul direct it into the channels of an agrarian 
revolution. 

To develop a nation-wide movement for independence, attracting the petty 
bourgi'oisi* to It besides workers and peasants and isolating the bourgeoise and the 
bourgemse luitional (’ongress. 

1 iwn sure my ITouourable friends do not like these methods. 

Now, lii’re is tlie progranuue of the Cmiininnist Tntornatioiial on 
which tlie in*ogramme of the Indian (k)inmunist Party is based : 

“ Hatred of Hod and all forms of religion ; destvm tion of private property and 
inhoritance ; absolute social ami racial equality ; promotion of class hatred ; revolu¬ 
tionary pro]»agaiida tlirongh the Communist International, stirring np eommuiiist 
activities ill foreign countries in order to c.ause strikes, riots, sabot-age, bloodshed, and 
civil war. 

Destriu hoii of all forms of representative or democratic go\erflnieiil, including chil 
liberties, smdi as fn^edom (if speecli or the Cross, of Assembly and trial b> jury/' 

Yot, my IFononrable friend snys thut t!i(*re is no harm in this 
Communist Party nnd there is no luinn in this (^)n^n^lli‘-!ln. lie nuninds 
me of the story of thri‘e little ])iirs Avhich was on tlie sereen a short time 
ago. These three little pigs u.sed to danee in joyous ahiUidon and say : 

** Who is afraid of the big bad Avolf ? And yet the moment the big 
bad wolf apiieared, these three little pigs used to riisli to get under 
the bed. When this biir bad wolf becomes a reality and my Honour¬ 
able friend, the r.r-Mnyor of Bombay, sees something of its destructive 
force, T am sure he will ])e tlie Hr'-d to trv and nlaee his portly body 
under tin* protection of some bed. 
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Dr. O. V. Deshmukh : You are not alluding to the Home Member 
I think. 

Mr. P. E. James : 1 will now deal briefly with the third aspect of 
this problem and that is the problem of communalism. Here 1 wish to 
speak very carefully and in such a way as not to wound anybody's 
feelings, i do not waiit to suggest to tliose who have spoken about 
the third party in tlie matter that tins constant reference to the third 
party is onlj" sliirkiiig the real issue. They know it as well as I do. 
T would also like to remind them tliat this third party, however un¬ 
pleasant its pi*esence may have been in the past, has, on many occa¬ 
sions, saved India from a positive holocast. I want to make it pt^rfect- 
ly clear that communalism as such has no supporters in this Group. I 
want to say that if it is a fact that the communal tension today is 
greater than it has been in the past—1 am not expressing any opinion 
on that,—it brings no pleasure either to the heart or mind of any 
Member of my Party. T would eidio the words of my Honourable 
friend, the Mayor of Calcutta, which he used in his speech yesterday 
when he pleaded for toleration. I suggest to the Honourable Members 
that the issues involved are very delicate indeed and cannot be brushed 
aside by throwing the blame on the third party. There is the struggle 
for power, the economic pi-oblem in Bengal particularly, there is the 
power of fanaticism in spite of moderate leaders. All these issues are 
involved in this communal problem and there are many other difficulties. 
The future of India, whether under the present Constitution or under 
the next, will depend to a very large extent on the way in which com¬ 
munal difficulties are faced by the leaders of the various movements. T 
may also say that as far as it lies in our power ns a small microscopic 
community in this country, we shall always be willing to lend whatever 
assistance wo possibly can if it can in any way help towards settling 
some of these difficult eommunal problems. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Then give up your ill-gotten eleven scats in 
Bengal. 

Mr. P. E. James : I said nothing about any seat anywhere. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : You arc quite comfortable. 

Mr. P. E. James : Mv Honourable friends are counting their 
chickens before they are hatched. 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : But you Avill play the part of the 
monkey in the story of the monkey and the two cats. 

Mr. P. E. James : T want to put it to my Honourable friends that 
they cannot deny’the existence of these movements. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : We do. 

Mr. P. E. James : My Honourable friend would deny his very 
existence. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : Have you given any number as regards the 
Communists in this country ? How many people are there t You talk 
of Communism in such a vast country as India ! 

Mr. P. E. James : My Honourable friend if he has the eyes to see 
can road the facts in the papers. Practically every day he will see 
events in the country which would lead him to conclude that there is 
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terrorism, Communism and communalism existing in our land at the 
present moment. 

Mr. M. Asaf All : I was referring only to Communism. 

Mr. P. E. James : I have long ago passed that part of the subject. 
Nor can the Leaders of the Congress Party deny their own responsibility 
in these matters. It has been proved to the hilt in the past that the 
Congress J^arty, in different parts of the (country, either directly or 
indirectly were connected with the terrorist movement. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Nonsense. I t ter nonsense. 

Mr. P. E. James : Any one wlio has read the speech delivered the 
other day by t!ie Ilonourabh' the l.eader of the House would come to 
that conclusion. That sj)eech .still remains uncontradicted. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : He has not yet finished his sj>coch. We will 
reply to Ids allegations when our turn comes. 

Wfr. P. E. James : 1 say that the Honourable Members on the 
opposite side as nieinhers of the Congress caiuiol shirk their responsibi- 
lity ill ^the matter. Take the question of (k)mmiinism and communa¬ 
lism. Can the Congress entirely divorce themselves of responsibility in 
regard to both tliese two menaces ^ 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Yes. We can. 

Mr. P, E. James : Can they still affirm that, in spite of the fact 
that the contrary is proved every day. the ordinary law of the land is 
enough ? 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Yes, perfectly. The ordinary law of the land 
is enough. 

Mr. P. E. James : I would remind iny Honourable friend, Mr. 
Satyamurti, that, able lawyer as he is, he cannot meet terrorism with 
theories of jurisprudence or with books of law. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : You want to shoot them down I 

Mr. P. E. James : You cannot meet terrorism with the ordinary 
law of the land. Even the powers that have been taken at present 
have not been sufTiciont to bring this movement under complete and 
absolute control. Therefore, I would ask my Honourable friends to 
let us know what is their allernative. They cannot ignore the existence 
of these evils. They cannot affirm with any reason that they can meet 
these evils by the ordinary law of the laud. ‘ Thev cannot deny the right 
of the State to protect itself. What soHition have they got for this 
menace ? 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Swaraj. (Hear, hear.) 

. James : What is their alternative ? My Honourable 

friend is shouting Swaraj like a parrot. May T remind mv Honourable 
friend that SAvaraj will not bring a .solution of all the evils, that flesh 
is heir to, in spite of the fact that the Honourable Member said in hi.s 
recent lectures in the South of India that when he got Swaraj the rain 
would fall from the heavens. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti ; I am sorry to interrupt my Honourable friend. 

As he quoted me, I must rise to a point of personal explanation. I 
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iiovi*r said that, wliun Swaraj comes, rains will fall directly from 
heaven. What I said was, when Swaraj comes, the rains falling from 
Jieaven will not be allowed to go waste into the sea but will be conserved 
tor irrigation purposes in this country. (Hear, hear.) (Applause.) 

Mr. P. E. James : My Honourable friend said a lot of things in 
India <lnring tlie siinnner. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : So did you. 

Mr. P. E. James :.some of them were authorisetl, some of 

them were not aiirho]*ised. His description as given in one of the 
C’ojigress papers as the “ enfant terrible of tlie party ’’ is not alto¬ 
gether unmerited. Hut 1 may tell my Honourable friends that if they 
have any constructive i)lan, we are prepared to consider it here and now. 
Whim 1 listened to the speech of im Honourable friend, 1 could not find 
;ni> (M)nslrueti\siiLfgestions for impro\ing this Hill. If tliey have no 
con.struetive alternative, then, as far as we are eoncerncd. we have to 
lell the llouoiirc.hle the Holin' Member that we want the Hill, the whole 
l^ill and nothing but the l^lill. 1Miat is oiir iinal word. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : No amendments therefore. 

Mr. P. E. James : Now, my last word is in reference to the appeal 
which lias been niadi' by tlie Iloiionrable Members ojiposite to what they 
call the liberty of Knglislimen. 1 am glad that they have paid us that 
compliment. We are proud of it India's position today is <lue to the 
fact that England 's the greatest liberty-loving country in the world. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Ask Egypt, ask Ireland, ask America. You 
call England a liberty-loving country ! 

Mr. P. E. James ; I cannot blame my Honourable^ friends for not 
knowing when they are welhofT. Under whom would they like to be ? 
Under flaly oi- (lerinany 1 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Under ourselves. Neither under Italy nor under 
(iermany nor under you ! 

Mr. P. E. James : Ihuler yourself ! 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : We will kick all of you out. 

Mr. P. E. James : My Honourable friends say they would like to 
be under themselves. Let me tell them this. They can be under 
themselves the moment they deserve to bo a free and uiiited country. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : We sludi become a free and united country by 
driving you all out 

Mr. P. E. James : May 1 also remind my Honourable friends that 
the liberty of Fuglaud of wfiieh thev bave spoken so much, that liberty 
winch we love and are proud of, is liberty because we have learned how 
to protect it. fict me give Honourable Memliers I wo piclures. During 
the econonde crisis, when unemployment stalked the land, when credit 
was Ldliinr and wlu'n there was the threat of starvation at the door of 
many a home. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa f Allahabad and Jhanai Divisions : Non-Muham¬ 
mad ■-! ' T vvs Icltjed fLen^diter.) 
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Mr. F. E. James : My Honourable friend's interruption is a 
measure of his own intellectuality. J said, why we love our liberty 1 
Because, even during those times, the head of terrorism or Communism 
had sliown itself, tlie good sense of our people would in one united 
blow have shattered its hopes. I would remind my Honourable friends 
of what liappened in Kiiglaiid durnig the general strike. The general 
strike was a strike wliicli a\<is engineered by the Trades Union 
Congress. Il was iiiterpreleti ny me people of my conn try as an 
alieiiii)l l)y a section to intimidate the whole community. What 
happened V Every one, whether he came from the university or 
wliether lie came from the workslio]), came to the rescue of Covernment 
and determined to show tlie Trades Uinou Congress that the community 
of England wouhi never he intimidated by om* seclimi. And tlie whole 
of llu‘ middle elassis enrolled and mmh* it possible fm* tl'al strike to 
be ealled off ami for Knghmd once more li» be. ear'sl the land of liberty'. 
\\ hat happens lH*i*e ! During the Iasi io \<*ar, tevroi'isin has shown 
its head. Wlial has Inssi the ait lm!e d*' it,y Iloiiourahli* friends 
ot)j»osite ! What has ])(‘(‘ii tl.(‘ ..ttli.ide ilommanl part\ in the 

land ^ 'riiat party did to); (iglii ji Hi,, l-egi^npng of “ We 

Jia\e, always.^’) That party 'vas inextricably mixed up in Bengal 
with the ler'*orist oignnisat'on of ‘‘ No ’M -these are facts 

wliieli my Ilononral»l(‘ friends I'annot pO’;^ bly refute. You er.u have 
your blxu’Cv if you know how to j)i‘o|(>et it. liihmdy is not only some- 
lliuiir tiiat glows in geiual soil : but it is something that has to lie pro¬ 
tected and iruarded : and until tin* t*ommon p(‘opli‘ of the laud know 
Jiow to projeel i lumisidV(‘s againsi those iidlueiict's tiuit ai\‘ lireeled 
against their own liberties, the State must protect them. For liberty, 
lei mi' iMuiiind my frieiuls, “ is not secure savi‘ in the Imnds of dis¬ 
cipline 

Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury (Assam : Muhammadan) : Sii*, the 
Honourable the Home Member in concluding liis speech appealed to the 
Members of tliis House to discuss this measure without any heal or j)assion. 
For my own ]>art, JSir, I intend to respect that ap])ea]. I would like to 
examine in tin' light of cold logic, whether, under tlie eircnmstanee.s that 
exist today, we cannot afford to dispense witli this (Tuminal Law Amend- 
meiil Act. In re(M.jil years, Sir, wc have jias'^ed through very tumultuous 
times. The Uoijgn»ss had thrown a challenge to Government l)y laiiindiiiig 
the (Tvil Jlisobedirnee Movement. Terrori.sm had raised its Imavl. I tliink 
the year marked a peak year of terrorist ae.livilies. Since then owing 
to tlie enere:elie aidion taken by Government and tlu' open and iine'inivocal 
condemnatioji of terrorism by the public and the press tlie movement to 
a large extent has subsided. Tt has lieen lirme.rlit nndei* control. The 
Civil J)Lsobediencc Movement, aeeordiiig to GoMu-nment themselMN is in 
abeyanoe. The only fpiestion with which we arc eoneeimed is wlietlier in 
the tranquil atmostihere in which we live today we can arm the executive 
witli tlie power wliieli they do not need to exercise ; and on that question 
I tliink there is only one answer poR.sible, and that is an emphatic uegathe. 
It has been said. Sir, that any relaxation of control will lead to the j-evival 
of terrorist aetivilics. We all know, Sir, that the cult tej'rori.sni 

tlirives most in an atmosphere of intense political excitement and when 
that atmosphere is absent, when that stimulus is absent, that movement 
slackens ; It dies of inanition. The terrorists v/ere most active during 
the Anti-Partition agitation days. T^»rrorism wes airaiu revived during 
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Hie i)olitical turmoil of i*c*r(Mit years. Now, Sir, while we can concede that 
the resort to ex ha ordinary measures may be justified in dealinj^ with 
such an emeif>eni situation as existed a few years ago, with the cessation 
of that emergency the necessity for the legislation also ceases to exist. 
The Logisiatme cannot be expected to arm the executive with unconcrolled 
power over the liherfy of the citizens when the emergency thal led to 
the bestowal of that power no longer exists. Xow what is the situation in 
the country lodiiv I .shall (piote the testimony of an astute observer of 
political events life Sir Stanley Keed. After a visit to this country Sir 
Staidey Reed says that the country is weary of the political struggle 
and is anxious to get iii(uig with a constructive ed'ort in the spheri* of 
jjolit'cs. Is this an oevasion to enact more repressive law.s in the 
country ? 11 is Excellency the Viceroy in one of his addres.st?s befv^re 

this Jloii-e had said that in course of time the protagonists of direct 
action V onld be caught in the current of constructive forces which advent 
of IJeforins was releasing on all sides, llis prophecy has been more than 
fulfilled. Ts Ihis Ihen the occasion, T would ask the Home Member, to 
enact a iji(*a.sure like this ? The Honourable the Home Member has dis¬ 
covered a new and additional reason, a reason that was not advanced i)e- 
foro, for the enactment of this measure. He has told us very gravely that 
the communal situation was never more tense than it is today. 1 entirely 
differ from that view. With all respect due to the Honourable thi* 
Home Member I differ from his appreciation of the situation. T main¬ 
tain, Sir, that the siniation was never more favourable for eonnnuual 
settlement than it is today. With all the agitation over the Government 
of India Act over and with a growing desire on the part of the Congress¬ 
man t(' understand and appreciate and accommodate the Muslim point of 
T think we are nearer a communal settlement today than at any 
time before. In fact, Sir, we were within an ace of getting a communal 
settlement in A])ril as a result of Jinnah-Rajendra Prasad conversations. 
I am not unmindful of the situation tliat may developc over Shaliidgimj 
affair, but I am a'-sured that a peaceful settlement of this question is not 
beyond llu' hounds of practical politics. Communal bitterness, communal 
ten.sion anfl eominunal riots were at their worst in the years 1921-22, 
1921-25 and 192G27 : hut in those years Government never thought it 
necessary t » ini rodnee any measure to deal with the communal situation 
and now that the situation is returning to nonnal, the Oovomment now 
put fotwvard, a« a justification for the continuance of the measure, the 
existenci' of communal tension in the country. That argument, it seems 
to me, is the least convincing. Tt seems that the Government is anxious 
to keep their armoury well equipped not so much for presen* or immediate 
use as for any (unergency that may arise in the future. As for the future, 
we are now on the threshold of a new era of constitutional reforms. How¬ 
ever much the Oovernment of India Act may fall short of our expecta¬ 
tions, it eannot be denied that in the sphere of provincial administration, 
provincial mitonomy marks a definite advance. Tf the parliamentary 
system of Government is to be given a fair trial in this country, it is 
essential that rvorv school of politieal thought should he given eomplete 
freedom of organisation of unhampered propaganda to advocate their 
own policy and programme. Now, it is quite possible that such organisa¬ 
tion and such propaganda may undermine the position of the painty in 
power in a parficnlar province, and in that case it would be to the interest 
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of that party in power to use all their influence to counteract those activi¬ 
ties. 1 will give you an example. Supposing in Madras the Justice 
Party taltes up the Ministry ; and suppose that the Congress Socialists 
under the leadership of my Honourable friend, Professor Itanga, carry on 
an agitation and propaganda, organising peasants and workers through¬ 
out the province, educating the electorate and denouncing by the way the 
bourgeosie mentality and the bureaucratic policy and the capitalistic out¬ 
look of the Justice Ministry, if the Professor becomes too obnoxious there 
is a great tempiation for tlie Justice Ministry to denounce the Peasants 
and Woj'kers Organisation as a Communist organisation and put him iiito 
jail. iMy friend, Mr. Joshi, was telling me the other day that a member 
of the Bonibay (Corporation in his speech once said that he was surpiiscd 
how Coverjiment could, every time, nominate a (.^mmunist like xMr. Joshi 
to the Legislative Assembly.... 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah (^Sind Jagirdars and Zamindars : 
Landholders) : I may assure iiira that i\ir. Joshi is not a Communist. 

Mr. Abdul Matin Ohaudhury : Just as the present Government use 
the power under this Act to defend and consolidate their own position, 
so it is quite likely that the future Ministers also will try and use the 
powers under this Act to crush their political adversaries, that is a con¬ 
tingency which we want to avoid. Once you depart from the principles 
by which the fundamental rights of the citizens are secured, there is no 
knowing where the mischief will end. It will pave the way for autocracy 
and despotism. Conscious of the power over the freedom and liberty of 
their own political adversaries, the party in power is sure to disregard and 
treat with contempt public opinion, and public criticism ; and this will 
be fatal for the growth of parliamentary institutions in this country. 
There is no rca.son to suppose that the future (^uncils that are coming 
into being with the inauguration of the reforms will not, in an emergency, 
rise equal to the occasion or refuse to grant the executive the power when 
they need it. The sense of irresponsibility, which is sometimes associated 
with the attitude of non-ofificial Members towards Government measures, 
is not going to be a feature of the (buncils that are coming into being 
with the inauguration of the Reforms. With the prospect of themselves 
assuming the leiiis of the Government in case of the downfall of a 
Ministry, the opposition will .scrutinise every Government measure with 
a due sense of icsponsibility ; and in an emergency they are hardly likely 
to refuse saiudioii to a measure which they themselves may have to promul¬ 
gate when they assume the reins of office. Under these circumstances, 
in view of the situation that exists today in the country and in view of 
the changes that are coming with the introduction of the Reforms, I think 
the enactment of this measure is entirely unjustifiable. 

With regard to the section dealing with the press : in 1931, the Gov¬ 
ernment were faced with the revival of terrorist activities in a very acute 
form ; and, as one of the measures to deal with that situation, they 
issued an Ordinance controlling the press : the main features of that 
Ordinance were, later on, put on the Statute-book. The ground on which 
they urged the enactment of that measure on the previous occasion was 
this : they said that an emergency had arisen because of the revival of 
the terrorist movement, and a section of the press by their eulogy of 
murders gave incentive and stimulus to that movement, and Government 
needed power to deal with them. In fact the Press Act was called the 



838 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[11th Sep. 1936* 


[Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury.] 

Press Einergeney Act and it was made a temporary measure. Now, the 
temporary period is over and the Government want to enact it in perma- 
ment form. I am not going to argue whether the terrorists receive their 
inspiration from the newspaper writings or whether they receive their 
inspiration from standard books of English literature or from the inci¬ 
dents of English Jiistory or from the recent successes of the Irish Kepub- 
lican Party who by their methods of violence forced the Government 
to capitulate. My ow^n impression is that the Chittagong Armoury raiders 
derived tlieir inspiration more from the guerilla warfare of the Irish J?e- 
publieatioTi Army than from any double column headline in the nationalist 
press. But for the sake of argum^ent, 1 am ])repared to concede that in 
the year IDJM circumstances justified the enactment of tliis measure, and 
tliat tlio knowledge that the Government had this weapon in their armofuy 
tended to curb the excessive zeal of the leader writers in the nationalist 
press and that the Assembly in 19.T2 agreed to curtail the power of the 
press and took the risk of its possible abuse by the authorities bee.ause the 
authorities insisted that there Avas a great menace threatening the country 
and they m^eded the power to deal with it. (lovernment gave us an 
assurance on tliat o(*casion that the powers would be very judiciously 
exereis(Ml. What is the situation today ? That emergency iio longer 
exists, and wliatcver the justification there might or might not have l)Ccu 
for the enaidmeut of this measure in 1931, today that justification no 
longer exists. Sir the situation in the country at the present time is 
such that such a measure as this is entirely unnecessary. That is my 
vioAV of the ritual ion. If tliere is excitement anywhere, it is in tiie Home 
Department of the Government of India Avho are very busy forging wea- 
pons Avliicli are not necessary and manufacturing justifications which may 
appear plausible. Now, Sir, if, in 1031, a certain section of the press 
eulogised murder, 1 think even my friend. Sir A])dul Halim Gliuznavi, will 
admit that in recent months, the most eliaraederistic feature of tlu? writ¬ 
ings in the Indian press has been an expression of loyalty to the Throm* 
and eulogy of the Silver Jubilee_ 

Sir Abdul Halim Ohuznavi (Dacca cum Mymensingh : Muhammadan 
Rural) : Which are those papers 1 

Mr, Abdul Matin Chaudhury : I think every section of the Indian 
press co-operated with authorities to make the Silver Jubilee a 
success. Even the Congress papers co-operated with the movement.... 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi : I did not get any co-operation in (^^al- 
oiitta. 

Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury : Even well-known Congress news¬ 
papers went out of their way to publish Jubilee Supplements, and, I 
tliink, ( ongress newspajiers like the Hindustan Times and th(» Hindu 
j.Tiblished Suj)pleTncnts.... 

Sir Abdul Halim Ghuznavi : But they were making money over it. 

Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury : I am sure even the Government will 
admit that there has been a distinct improvement in the tone and the 
lemper of the Indian press in regard to their attitude towards terrorism. 
The policy of condemning the deed and admiring the motive has given 
place to a policy of unreserved' condemnation of terrorists and their 
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activities ; you cannot say that this change of attitude is not entirely due 
to the existence of the i)res8, because, Sir, the most tliat the press Acts 
6an do, is to prevent direct and indirect laudation of terrorist activities ; 
but it cannot extort whole-hearted condemnation unless the prei-« is 
genuinely anxious to eradicate the evil I It is perfectly clear from the 
writings in the Nationalist press that they are anxious to co-operate with 
the authorities to uproot the evil. And, in Bengal particularly, they are 
making sincere efforts to co-operate with the authorities to wean the terror¬ 
ists back from pursuing their misguided activities. 

Sir, it is very often said that this Press Act is directed not against 
the well conducted and responsible papers, but it is directed against only 
those irresponsible extremist papers wdierc writings have got a tendency 
to incite people to deeds of violence, and the well conducted papers, there¬ 
fore, need have no fear whatever on account of the operation of this Act. 
Our past experience belies that assumption. Whenever the Press Act 
was befoi’e the House, Oovernment was always assuring us that tliis A(it 
would be directed only against those papers who incite people to deeds 
of violence. We are asked to believe in the infallible discretion of Die 
District Magistrate ; we arc asked to believe in the judicial fairness of 
the fjocal (jovernincnt, but these assurances in most cases arc more 
honoured in their broach than in observance. I will give the House one 
classical iustaiu-e of the abuse of the Press Act by the authorities. The 
Press Act of PHO was enacted to deal with those writings which directly 
or indirectly encouraged anarchical crimes. Now, Sir, against whom was 
tills Act directed V The most celebrated case under the Press Act of 
1910 was tile Comrade case, and why was the security demanded from the 
editor of the Cotorade ? Honourable Members who are not aware of the 
history of that case will be surprised to liear that security was demanded 
from the (Ujmrade for publishing an humanitarian appeal. During the 
Balkan War, in Bulgaria, the Macedonian bandits committed inhuman 
atrocities on Turkish population. Sir Adam lUock, who was the (^hair- 
man of the Imperial Ottoman Bank at Ooiistantinople, issued an appeal 
to all the eivili/.ed world, describing the atrocities, 'fhe appeal was 
called “ come over to Macedonia and help us IVIr. Mahomed Ali,—he 
was not Maulana in those days,—aristocratic and fashionable Mr. Mohamed 
Ali, a familiar figure in the social circles of the bureaucracy—committed 
tlio alrocious crime of publishing that appeal in his paper, and, therefore, 
he was asked to furnish security. He then appealed to the Hij^h Oourt, 
and the Chief Justice, Sir Lawrence Jenkins, who paid the highest fribute 
to file editor, said that under the provisions of the Act no relief could be 
granted to the ai)pe]larit. That is how the Press Act is being administered. 

Now. Sir, 1 want to address my remarks to my Muhammadan friends 
of triis Assembly. Muslims have kept away from terrorist activities. 
Mussalinans except in the frontier have kept away, as a community, 
from the Civil Disobedience Slovcment, and still. Sir, proportionately 
speaking, the Mussulman press has suffered most from the operation of 
this Press Act. Wo have got only a handful of Muslim new^spapers : they 
can be counted on the fingers of one hand, and yet, Sir, within the last 
5 years the Press Act has been in operation, 61 Muslim papers have ceased 
publieation because of the operation of the Press Act. (Cheers from the 
Congress Party Benches.) Can the Honourable the Home Member tell 
me whether during the same period of 6 years another 61 journals have 
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been started and are still on circulation 1 My point is this that wore 
Muslim papers have succumbed to this Press Act than have survived it. 
This Press Act has strangled the Muslim press in the past, and it will con¬ 
tinue to strangle it in the future. And I would ask niy Aluslim friends 
liere- -are tlioy going to be a party to the passing of a measure that will 
cripple tile growth of the JIuslim press in this country ? I would leave 
them to ilns^vel• that (piestion. For every Muslim press that goes out of 
existence, because of the operation of this Act, the responsibility will be 
on the head of those Muslim Members who by their vote will support the 
passing of this measure. (Cheers from the Congress Party Benches.) 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Thursdav, 
the 12th September, 1935. 
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Thursday, 12ih September, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur liahim) in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Indianisation of the Posts of Chajkmen of the Port Trusts in India. 

288. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Governmeut be ])leasud to state : 

(a) whether their attention has been drawn to tlie fact that not 
one of the seven Chairmen of the Port Trusts in India is 
an Indian ; 

{!}) whether ttiey propose to take any steps to redress this racial 
inequality ; and 

(c) if not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) Yes. 

(6) and (c). The Honourable Member’s attention is invited to the 
reply to part (h) of his question No. 731 on the 8tli March, 1935, 

and to the supplementary questions and answers thereto where the whole 
matter is discussed in great detail. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; May I know why the Government of India are 
against any Statutory provision for increasing the number of Indians 
on these Port Trusts, with a view to getting at least a few Indians elected 
as Chairmen of some of these Port Trusts ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I believe that, in 
the supplementaries to the previous question, the Honourable the Finance 
Member has given an answer to that. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : I was told that that might raise racial considera- 
tions. I asked the question then, but I did not get an answer. I ask 
now the Honourable the Commerce Member with more hope, 'what is 
the racial consideration involved in reserving chairmanships of Indiw 
Port Trusts to Indians t Why do the Government think that, in India, 
Indians should not be protected as against other races ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The Honourable 
Member says that he put that question to the Honourable the Finance 
Member, and I have no doubt that he received a reply when he put 
that question. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : I did not, and, therefore, I am asking the 
Honourable the Commerce Member who is now replying, he himself 
being an Indian. I ask why he thinks or the Government think that 
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reserving membership or chairmanship to Indians on Indian Port Trusts 
is a racial matter. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafmllah Khan : It is immaterial 
whether the question is put to a European Member or an Indian Mem¬ 
ber of Government. The position of Government with regard to these 
Port Trusts is that, as the Indianisation of Services continues, there will 
be a larger and larger number of Indians on the Port Trusts, and Gov¬ 
ernment do not think it is either feasible or desirable to introduce 
legislation to reserve a certain proportion of membership to Indians as 
such. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What are the reasons why Government do not 
think it desirable that Indianisation should proceed much more rapidly 
in this branch of public administration, than it does today V 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafmllah Khan : If Government 
take the action suggested, it would amount to disqualification of a 
particular race, and that is the racial consideration involved. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Why should Europeans not be disqualified in 
this country ? This is IndiMiis’ country, and not Euro])o:m<’ country. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Next (luestion. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : One more supplementary question, Sir. May 
I know why, in Chittagong uniformly, the Agent of the Assam Bengal 
Railway is made a member and Chairman again and again of the Port 
Trust there ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad 2!afmllah Khan : I do not know 
that any special answer is necessary. Agents of Railways are often 
members of Port Trusts, and, if an Agent is appointed Chairman, I do 
not think there is any extraordinary reason behind it. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; Have Government considered the inconvenience 
caused to Indian merchants, exporters and importers, by the continuous 
presence of a European as Chairman f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : In Chittagong, 
a European has not been continuously Chairman of the Port Trust. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; Next question. 
No. 289. 


Constitution of a Permanent Tariff Board. 

289 *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Governmcnl bo pleased t > state : 

(а) whether they have come to any decision on the question of con¬ 

stituting a permanent Tariff Board ; 

(б) whether they have considered the evil effects of appointing 

ad hoc Tariff Boards from time to time ; and 

(c) when they propose to come to a decision on this question ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad 2btfrullah Khan : (a) Government 
are still of opinion that it is unnecessary to constitute a permanent 
Tariff Board. 

(6) Government do not admit that evil effects result from the ap¬ 
pointment of ad hoc Tariff Boards. 

4 
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(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. 8 . Satyamurti : May I know why Government have not yet come 
to a conclusion in favour of a permanent Tariff Board, especially in 
view of the fact that it is a judicial or at least a quasi-judicial body ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad JZafrullah Elian : Government do not 
consider that that is any reason for constituting a permanent Tariff 
Board. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : With regard to the answer to part (6) of the 
question, have Government considered in their recent appointment of the 
ad hoc Tariff Board for textile duties, that tliey have appointed two 
gentlemen, one of whom is a representative of British commerce, and 
the other, a violent supporter of the Mody-Lees and Ottawa Pacts ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : If the reference 
is to Sir Alexander Murray, he is not a rei^resentative of British com¬ 
merce. He was, I believe, connected for a lojig time with a firm that 
carried on business in jute in Bengal. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : For whom f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : For that lirm. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : For Britain. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : In the interests 
both of that firm and of India. And he has been Chairman of the 
Associated Chambers of India and Ceylon. He has been a moniber of 
the Bengal Legislative Coujicil. He has been a Member of the late 
Imperial Legislative C'ouncil, he has been a Member ol* the Council of 
State, he has been a Member of this House, he has been a member of 
three Royal Commissions. He has twice represented India in Internation¬ 
al Labour Conventions at Washington and Geneva. With regard to the 
other gentleman, whether the referejice is to Diwan Bahadur A. 
Kamaswami Mudaliar, or to Mr. Fazal Ibrahim Rahimtoola, I do not 
think that the allegation that they are violent supporters, eitiior of one 
pact or the other, is justified. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : I am overwhelmed, but may I ask whether, 
apart from being violent, Diwan Bahadur Ramaswami Mudaliar is not 
a supporter of British preference, that is to say, of both the Mody-Lees 
Pact and the Ottawa Pact, and what are the reasons why Government 
appointed him to this Committee, considering that it has got to make 
very important recommendations on this particular matter ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Government 
appointed Diwan Bahadur Ramaswami Mudaliar, because they thought 
that he was an excellent choice for this Committee. 

Mr. S. Satyamurtii : I have no doubt about that, that suits them ; 
but I am asking only one more question. Have Government consiilered 
that appointing gentlemen to ad hoc Tariff Boards creates in them a 
feeling that they will not be there for ever, and, therc|fore, they find 
themselves in a more difficult position than they would be, if they were 
permanently appointed t 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : No, 1 do not 
agree. 

I«206IiAD a2 



844 


I.BGISLAT1VB A8BBUBLY. 


[12Ta Sbp. 1936. 


Mr, S. Satyamurti : May I know whether the Oovemment propose 
to come to a decision on this question, namely, of having a permanent 
Tariff Board, and, if so, when 1 Part (te) of the question. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan: The answer to 
the first part of the question which 1 read out was that Qovemment are 
still of opinion that it is unnecessary to constitute a permaneni Tariff 
Board. The next question is, when will your Intentions cliau.!j;e, M'hen 
will your opinion change. I am unable to say whether it will change, 
and, if it does, when. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : In view of the fact that, in the interests of the 
consumers, protection should be granted only for so long and for such 
industries as there is a necessity, will Government consider the advisabi¬ 
lity of establishing a permanent Tariff Board to make enquiries from 
time to time to see whether the industries which arc given protection 
arc properly run and efficiently managed and that the protection is 
given only for the time being ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; I have heard 
the Honourable Member, but I am quite unable to follow the question. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Next question. 

t290.« 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : 1 do not put question No. 290. That has been 
already answered. I put No. 291. 


New Type of Aeroplane fob Opebation in India. 

291. ’’Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased io slaie : 

(a) whether it i.s a fact that a new' type of aeroplane for operation 
in India and the middle East is at present undergoing trials 
before experts of tlie Air ministry in London ; 

(h) whether it is intended to use them for North-West Frontier 
work ; and 

(c) whether Government propo.se to continue the work of bombing 
the villages, and if so, why ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : (a) and (6). The answer is in the 
negative. 

(c) The position of the Government of India has always been that 
they are prepared to subscribe to any general international convention 
regarding the abolition of military aircraft, but that in the absence of 
such a convention they are not prepared to deprive themselves unilaterally 
of the use of a weapon which, in certain circumstances and subject to the 
restrictions and safeguards that are invariably imposed on its employ¬ 
ment, has proved itself an effectivei and economical adjunct to the pre- 
seiwation of the peace of the Frontier. 

M^. 8. 8atyamurti : Is it or is it not a fact that International Con¬ 
ferences have been asking for the abolition of bombing from the air on 


tNot put by the questioner. 
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the civilian population, and that the Government of Great Britain 
opposed that International Convention t 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : No. That is not a fact. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Were the Government of India consulteti about 
tile abolition of bombing from the air on civilian population ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham ; With reference to the Disarmament Con- 
I'erence ? Yes, their views were asked for. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Wliat were the views of the Government of 
India f 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham ; 1 have just stated them. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I take it that the Government of India 
arc agaijist the abolition of bombing from air on the ci\il population ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : The Government of India were prepared, 
as I said, to subscribe h) any geuerai convention for the abolition of 
military aircraft, but they were not prepared in advance of any such gene¬ 
ral agreement to dejirive tlicnisclves of a particular weapon which, 
under certain circumstances, can !)<» and is of great value. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May 1 lake it that the position of the Govern¬ 
ment of India is this -that, unless all military aircraft is abolished al¬ 
together, they will not give up bombing from air on the civil popula¬ 
tion ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : I have explained as clearly as I can what 
the policy of the Government is, but I must object to the slareinent thaV 
the policy of tlie Government is, or ever has been, to bomb the civil 
population. We have never done that. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know whether they are willing to 
.abolish unilaterally, if I may put that question to Mr. Tottenham, 
bombing from air on the civil population ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : We have never bombed the civil popula¬ 
tion. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : Did the Government of India 
raise their voice when Great Britain wanted exception in favour of 
the North-West Frontier, Iraq and other places ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham ; The Government of India agreed with 
His Majesty’s Government that it would be legitimate to make this 
reservation regarding police bombing in their own areas. They agreed 
to the establishment of the convention prohibiting bombing as an 
international weapon, but accepted the reservation of retaining the 
power of air bombing for police purposes in their own areas. That 
was at a certain stage in the Disarmament Conference. 

Prevention op Congressmen prom visiting Quetta. 

292. *Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state 
whether their policy of preventing Congressmen from visiting Quetta had 
any political considerations behind it f 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : The answer is in the negative. 
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Safeguarding of the Interests of Indian in Zanzibar. 

293. "^Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : (a) Have Govcnuuent made anjr 
representation to His Majesty’s Government with a view to safeguard¬ 
ing the interests of Indians in Zanzibar as recommended by Mr. K. P. S. 
Menon in his report ? 

(&) If so, what has been the result of the representation 1 

Six Oirja Shankar Bajpai : (a) and (/;). The attention of the 
Ifcnioiirable Member is invited to the reply given by me on the 4th 
Sej)teniber, 1935, to Mr. S. 8atyamiirti’s question No. 118. 

Imposition of a Prohibitive Import Duty on Zanzibar Cloves. 

L’94 ’‘‘Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : Is it a faet that the Tnilians in 
Zanzibar have asked Government to impose prohibitive import duty on 
Zanzibar cJuvos ? If .so, have Government considered the advisability of 
legislating accordingly 1 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : The atiswer to the first part of the 
question is in Ihe afiirmalive. As regards the second part, the atten¬ 
tion of tile Honourable Member is invited to the reply given by me on 
the oth yeptember. 1935, to part (c) of Mr. S. Satyamurti’s question 
No. U4. 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : Are Government aware that Indians in 
Zanzibar passed a Hesolution urging upon the Government of India to 
take imine<liate action including imposition of prohibitive duty on 
cloves ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Government have received a copy of 
that Resolution. 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : What action have the Government of 
India taken ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : T explained that in my reply to Mr. 
Satyamurti the other day. 

Treaty of Commerce and Navigation between Great Britain and 

Zanzibar. 

205. *Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : {a) Ta it a Tact that a li’eaty of 
friendship, commerce and navigation exists between Great Britain and 
Zanzibar ? 

(b) Tf so, will Government state whether they have considered if the 
provisions of Clove Growers’ Association and clove importers’ decrees are 
in contravention of the provisions of the aforesaid treaty and further 
whether the pi'ovisions of other decrees in question are in consistence with 
its provisions ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) The attention of the Honourable 
Member is invited to the statement laid on the table of the House with 
reference to the reply given to starred question No. 1322 asked by Mr. 
S. Satyamurti on the 2nd April, igSR. 

of the fact that the treaty referred to by the Honour¬ 
able Member is no longer in force, this question does not 
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Dissatisfaction among Indians in Fiji due to the Proposed Change in 

THE System of Representation in Municipalities and the Legislative 

Council. 

2IiG. *^Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : (a) Is it a facit that steps are being 
taken by the Government in Fiji to replace the present system o£ repre¬ 
sentation ill nninicipalities and the Legislative Council in Fiji by the 
system •»!* nomination ? 

(6) Are Government aware tliat the proposed change has caused great 
dissatisfaction among Indians in Fiji t 

(6*) Tf so, what steps, if any, do Government propose to take to stop 
the pi’(']) 0 scd change in the system of representation 1 

(d) Did the Colonies Committees, appointed by the Oovornment of 
India, submit to the Colonial Office any memoranda on the position of 
Indians in Fiji ? 

(e) If so. will Government be pleased to state what recommendations, 
if any, it made regarding municipal franchise ? 

(/) Did the Colonial Office take any ac lion on them 1 If so, what f 

(/;) la the proposed change in the system of representation in conform¬ 
ity witli Die above mentioned recommendations ? 

(h) Arc Government prepared to consider the advisability of sending, 
at an early date, a mission of enquiry to Fiji to study the situation on the 
spot and to re[)ort on the problems now confronting Indians in that 
eolony f 

(i) Is \i a fact that Indians in Fiji have asked for such an enauiry f 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) to (e). I would refer the Honour¬ 
able Member to the reply given by me on the 5tli September, to 

Mr. Avinashilingam Chettiar’s question No. M9. 

(r/) to (p). With regard to municipal councils, the facts are these. 
There are two Municipal Councils in Fiji of whom only one, viz., Suva, 
is of importance to Indiana. Under the Municipal Institutions 
Ordinance of 1909, this Council was composed of members elected on 
a common electoral roll, but as the franchise was restricted to persons 
who eould road, write and speak the English language, and the town 
of Suva was one single constituency, no Indian was ever elected to this 
council. The Colonies Committee referred to by the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber suggested that in order to ensure Indian representation on the 
Municipal Council of Suva, the principal Indian vernaculars should be 
recognised as qualifying a person to vote, on the same footing as English, 
and the town should be divided into wards. This recommendation, 
though snprorted by the Government of India, was not accepted by the 
Colonial Office. The choice thus lay between no representation of 
Indians and representation in equal strength with the other communities, 
on a basis of nomination for all. The Government of India saw no ob¬ 
jection to this arrangement, provided that this could bo secured with¬ 
out nrejudice to its subsequent revision, should circumstances make this 
uossible, on the basis of a common electoral roll and recognition of 
Indian vernaculars as qnalifvinsr t^^sts for the mnnicinal franchise ott 
the same terms as English. They have acquiesced in the change from 
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the old system, which left the Indian unrepresented, to the present 
which gives him equal representation with Europeans and Fijians on 
a nominated Municipal Council, on this understanding, 

(h) The matter is under consideration. 

(i) The Indian Association of Fiji have asked for an enquiry. 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : When does the next election to tlie Legis¬ 
lative rouncil take place V 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : The term of the Legislative Council has 
been extmided liy a period not exceeding one year in order to enable 
llie diitereiit interests conceriuHl to be consulted on tliis question of 
iioniiiialion versus election. 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : Are tlie (rovermnent of India sending a 
representation on behalf of Indians in Fiji to the Colonial Office ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : In re]>ly to a (piestioii by Mr. Satyamurti 
the other day, 1 stated that the Oovermnent of India would be sending 
their representation to the Colonial Office after consulting the Standing 
Emigration Cominittee of tlie Legislature. 

Representation from certain Drivers of the Moradabad Division, 

East Indian Railway. 

297. *^Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : (a) Will OovcrniiKnit be pleased 
to state if the Eaihvay Board have received any representation from Abdul 
Shakoor and other drivers working in the Moradabad Sub-division of the 
East Indian Railway ? If so, what action have Government taken on 
it ? 

(&) Is it a fact that in 1931 when they were made to accept reduced 
pay as a measiD’e of economy, tbej^ were given an assurance that, on the 
improvement of financial position, they Would be given tlje ])ay to which 
they ^vould have been entitled in case they wore drawing their original 
pay ? 

(c; If so, wdiy has their pay not been restored in accordance with the 
aforesaid assurance f 

Mr. P. B. Rau : The attention of the Honourable Member is invited 
to the information laid on the table of the House on the 2nd Septem¬ 
ber, 1935, in reply to his starred question No. 395 asked on the 21st 
February, 1935. 

Appointment of a Committee by the Congress Party in the Assembly to 

enquire into and report upon the Administration op Repressive 

Laws in Bengal. 

298. *Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena: (a) Are Qovemment nivare 

of the appointment of a Committee by the Congress Party in this House 
to enquire into and report upon the administration of repreasive law’s in 
Bengal 1 

(b) Is it a fact that the Government of India, in consultation with 

Bengal Government, have issued a circular to the effect that the corres¬ 
pondence of the members of the Committee be i^ecially censored and that 
the report of the Committee should not be dlowed to be published ! 



QUBSTIOKS AKB AKSWBBS. 


849 


(c) If so, will Government be pleased to lay on the table a copy ol 
the aforesaid circular f 

{d) Will Government be pleased to state the reasons for issuing such 
a circular ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (a) Yes. 

(6), (c) and (ci). If such a circular had been issued, it would 
necessarily have been of a confidential nature and an answer to these 
parts of the Honourable Member's question would, therefore, amount 
to giving publicity to the existence and contents of a confidential 
document, which would be contrary to the public interest. 

Prof. N. G. Banga : Was such a circular issued at all V 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I say that if such a circular had 
been issued, it would necessarily be of a eonfidential nalure, and it 
would be contrary to the public interest to givt‘ publicity either to the 
existence or the contents of a con’idential docuj»uMit. 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : Are Clovernment avvar<» of tin* United 
Press message of the 80tli May, reporting that such a circular had been 
issued and which runs as follows : 

** The United Press reliably understands that the Government of India after con¬ 
sultation with Provincial Govcrniuouts especially tlio Government of Bengal, have finally 
decided to put a ban on the Ueport of the Pommittee appointed by the Assembly Congress 
Party to investigate and report on the question of repression in Bengal. The Govern¬ 
ment views this move on the part of the Congress with disfavour and allege that the 
Committee is collecting deliberately one-sided information which is calculated to bring 
the Government of India into contempt not only in this country but in the eyes of the 
nations of the world. It is understood that strict censorship has been advised to be 
kept on the correspondence between members of the Committee and immediately the 
report is ready to forfeit it under the Press Act. 

Is it a fact that a circular ha.s been issued on these lines t 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : 1 have already said that T cannot 
answer that. 

Ifr, Mohim Lai Saksena : Is the Honourable Member aware that my 
correspondence is beiiiR strictly censored 1 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik ; No, Sir. 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : Will the Honourable Member believe me 
when I say that letters addressed by two Honourable Members of this 
Assembly were despatched to me, but they have not been delivered to 

me T 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I have no knowledge about 

that. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : Will the Honourable Member 
kindly make inquiries and find out ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : No, Sir. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : Why not f 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Next ques¬ 
tion. 
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Publicity given to the Part-delivered Speech op the Law Member 

ON Miu B. Das’s Indian Criminal Law Amendment (Repeal) Bill. 

299. ^*Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : (a) Is it a fact that the part-deliver¬ 
ed fipeecli of the Law Member in connection with Mr. B. lias’s Bill to 
repeal (’riiiiinal Law Amendment Act was sent to various Local Govern¬ 
ments with instructions that it may be translated and distributed among* 
the public ^ 

(h) Is it a fact that special efforts were made to give publicity to 
that speech V 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : {a) and (b). Government con¬ 
sidered that the speech contained information of great importance which 
was not generally known to the public and that it merited wider circula¬ 
tion than it Mould obtain through the Press and for these reasons they 
arranged for co])ics of the speech to be widely distributed. 

Prof. N. G. Banga : Why is it that Mr. Das’s speech was not also 
circularised siiniiltaiicously, so that the public might be able to get an 
impartial idea of that debate ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : That was for Mr. Das to do. 

Mr, S. Satyamurti : Is this the first time that speeches delivered by 
Honourable Members of the Government are specially circularised to 
various Local Governments, with a view to giving them instructions to 
give them further publicity ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : It has been done frequently. 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : What was the hurry about it ? What was 
the hurry about circulating the speecli before it was actually com¬ 
pleted ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : The hurry was this that, obvious¬ 
ly, fbe speech could not be completed before a period of at least six 
months. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Do Government consider it fair to circulate a 
one-sided speech, without giving the Opposition an opportunity of meet¬ 
ing those one-sided facts ? They may be false facts. Without, at the 
same time, affording an opportunity to the Opposition to contradict 
those statements of so-called fact, is it fair on the part of the Government 
to circulate only a one-sided speech ? 

Mr. President (The Tlononrable Sir Abdur Rahim) : That is a 
matter of opinion. Next question. 

Unemployment Problem. 

300. *Mr, Mohan Lai Saksena : (a) Are Government aware 

that lately there have been reports in the pre.ss of suicides by individuals 
and whole families on account of unemployment ? 

(h) Have Government taken any steps to tackle the problem of un¬ 
employment in the centrally-administered areas 1 

(c) Have Government got any information regarding the extent , of. 
unemployment prevailing amongst the educated classes of the centrally- 
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adininistered areas 1 If not, are Government prepared to make neces¬ 
sary arrangements for collecting statistics in this connection ? 

(d) Do Government also propose to consider the advisability of 
appoijiting an enquiry committee t 

The Honourable Mr. D. O. Mitchell : (a) I have seen one or two 
reports of individual suicides attributed to unemployment : I am not 
aware of cases of suicide by whole families. 

(/)) Yes. 

(c) I would refer to the answer I have already given to Mr. Asaf 
All’s starred question No. 265. 

(d) Government do not propose to appoint a committee to deal with 
the centrally-administered areas. 

Prof. N. O. Ranga : Will Government please consider the advisability 
of establishing some labour exchanges and employment bureaus in 
centrally-administen^d areas ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : There is no such proposal. 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : Did Government take any steps to verify 
the reports ])ublished in the papers ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. O. Mitchell : No, Sir. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : In reply to clause (c) of the 
question, f gather, the answer was that no steps are being taken by the 
Government of India to organise unemployment relief and that no statis¬ 
tics have been gathered till now. If the Government propose at some 
future date to adopt or undertake such relief measures, is it not necessary 
for them to know what exactly is the number of people unemployed t 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : It is no doubt most desirable 
to have that information if the information could be compiled in a form 
in which one could place any reliance, but tlie difficulty is that to com¬ 
pile statistics of unemployment is a practically impossible task. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Are not similar statistics col¬ 
lected in America and England ? Does not the Honourable Member 
know that there are ten millions of unemployed people in America ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : “ Unemployment ” is a nega¬ 
tive thing, and it is very difficult to establish a negative. The figures 
referred to, which are obtained in other comitries, do not relate to 
negative things. They are called statistics of unemployment but 
they are, as a matter of fact, statistics of positive things, that is, of per¬ 
sons who are in receipt of relief of variou>s kinds. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : How is relief given before it 
is known how many there are who ai*e unemployed 1 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : These forms of relief were 
started in England, for instance, by the trades unions themselves and 
have been gradually expanded. 

Mr. ll. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Were.there no statistics of 
unemployment before relief measures were started in England ? 
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The Honourable Mr. D. 6. Mitchell : The trades unions themselves 
provided them. Again, tliey were figures of poisitive things ; they 
were figures of members on the trade union registers who were out of 
job. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Are not women also in England 
getting relief by way of maternity relief ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : Sir, [ fail to understand the 
Honourable Member’s question, ff there are figures of women in 
England in receipt of maternity relief, again they are positive things 
and could be easily counted. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Sir. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdiir Rahim) : The qutstion 
has been sufficiently aasAvered. The position is quite clear iioav. Next 
question. 

Secrktary of State’s CoNrEPTroN of Political Offenders of tue Civil 
Disobedience Class and Bomb-Turowers. 

801. *Mr. M. Asaf Ali : (a) Has Government’s attention been 
drawn to a stat(*ment, whieli the Secretary of State is reported to have 
made in the House of Lords with reference to an amendment of Lord 
Paringclon to clause 26 of the Government of India Rill (disqualification 
of ofixuiders) in Avhieh the Secretary of State opined that there was no 
difference between one who participated in civil disobedience and a person 
who thj’ew’ a bomb at a Viceroy ? 

(b) Are G<>vernment aware of the difference between the two classes 
of offenders described above ? 

(c) If so, have they taken any step to rectify the Secretary of State’s 
conception of political offenders of the civil disobedience class and bomb- 
throwers 1 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (a) Yes. I wdll read an extract 
from the official report of the Secretary of State’s speech : 

“ One of the difficulties in meeting the request of noble Lords opposite is due to 
the fact that in India there is no distinction between a political and a criminal offence. 
It is very often difficult to discriminate between a criminal and a political offence in 
any country, and certainly in Indian law no distinction is made. I am rather wonder¬ 
ing whether my noble friends opposite would suggest that the Indian gentleman who 
bombed my noble friend here (Lord Halifax) was guiltj^ of a criminal offence or a 
political offence. I think it would be found difficult to decide whether it was a criminal 
offence or a political offence.^’ 

The observations do not appear to me to justify the construction put 
on them by the Honourable Member. 

(b) and (c). Do not arise. 

Decrease: in the Indian Exports to certain Countries. 

302. *Ilfr. M. Asaf Ali : (a) Is it a fact that Indian exports to 
Prance, Germany, Italy and Japan have fallen during the last two years f 

(b) Will Government be pleased to fumirii comparative Aspires for 
the last Ave years including 1935, to show the percentage of decrease t 
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(c) Can Government explain the causes oJ! this decrease and say how 
far it is dm^ to the operation of the Ottawa Agreement ^ 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) and (&). The 
Honourable jMember is referred to Volume II of the Annual Statement 
of the Sea-borne Trade of British India for the year ending 31st March, 
1934, and Monthly Accounts relating to the Sea-borne Trade and Navi¬ 
gation of British India for March, 1935, copies of which are available 
in the Library of the House. 

(r) The decrease in Indian exports to certain countries is due partly 
to the continued depression in world trade and partly to the adoption 
of restrictive measures by these countries for the purpose of safeguard¬ 
ing tiieir industrial and monetary interests. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : When were the first restrictions 
imposed on the imports of goods into Japan and other countries ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I am not aware 
of the date. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar • Was it not after 1932—the date 
of th(‘ conclusion of the Ottawa Pact 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : 1 am unable to 

say. 

Prof. N. Q. Ranga ; Is it not a fact that the exports of groundnut 
to Italy and Germany have considerably fallen during the last few 
years ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I cannot say. 

Lp:ase of Land between Delhi and Shahdara to Mr. Waugh. 

303. ^^'Mr. M, Asaf Ali : (a) How many acres of land between Delhi 
and Sliululara, and on what terms, have the Delhi Government leased to 
Mr. Waugh ? 

(b) How much of this land has been actually under cultivation, and 
for how long ? 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : (a) 718.33 acres in Shahdara were 
leased to Mr. Waugh for a period of 25 years from the 1st April, 1923. 
The leissee was given the option of acquiring proprietary rights at any 
time during the currency of the lease, at a price to be determined at the 
time of purchase. lie was to pay land revenue at Re. 1 per acre for the 
first two years, Ks. 2 per acre for the next three and after that at cur¬ 
rent rates. A malikana at half the revenue rate was also to be paid 

(&) In 1934, 268 acres were actually under cultivation. The whole 
area was previously lying wasto, and this portion of it was broken up and 
brouglit under cultivation between 1923 and 1934. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali ; Will the Honourable Member kindly tell me 
whether he has any knowledge of the number of cultivators who had 
been dispossessed before 1923 on account of the acquisition of land in 
connection with New Delhi ? 

Sir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : I do not think that this has anj^thing 
to do with the acquisition of land for New Delhi. As regards this parti- 
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oular area, as I have already informed the Honourable Member, 
my information is that at the time when it was leased It was lying 
waste, so no cultivators could have been dispossessed. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : May 1 ask, Sir, if Government have considered 
the suggestion of granting this land to a co-operative society of 
peasants so that they might be able to utilise it better than the indivi¬ 
dual who is using it only for himself f 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Sir, seeing that the lease to this parti¬ 
cular individual was given eleven years ago, and I also gather that it was 
actually sold in October, 1934, it is not possible for Government, at 
any rate, to give it to a co-operative society. 

Cultivators affected by Acquisition of Land for the Pusa Institute 

IN Delhi. 

rU)4. ••'Mr M. Asaf Ali : {a) How many cultivators of the Delhi 
Province arc likely to be affected by acquisition of land for the Pusa 
Institute ? 

(b) How do Government propose to provide such persons with cultiv¬ 
able Jaiid elsewhere ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) and (6). Steps have been taken to 
acquire 474 acres of land. This area constitutes about a third of the 
total lield by the 250 cultivators affected. The cultivators, portions 
of whose holdings have been acquired, were told that, if they wished, 
recommendation would be made to the Punjab Government to provide 
them with land in the neighbouring districts of the Punjab where Gov¬ 
ernment lands are available but so far they have not made any applica¬ 
tion. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : Ts there any culturablc land at all in that 
neighbourhood v/hieh could possibly be granted to these people ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I can assure my Honourable friend that 
if culturablc land in the neighbourhood in the possession of Govern¬ 
ment were available, assistance would have been given to these people 
to make use of it. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : Could it not have been possible for Govern¬ 
ment to have thought of establishing this Institute a little farther off, 
so that these people might not have been dispossessed of their houses ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai ; Unless this Institute had been ost«ab- 
lishcd on waste land, somebody or other was sure to have beer, dis¬ 
possessed. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : Can these cultivators be accommodated by Mr, 
Waugh, because he possesses 718 acres of land 1 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : The geographical position rather is that 
this land is taken on this side of Jumna whereas the other land is across 
the Jumna, and I hardly think that these people would care to go across 
the Jumna in order to cultivate the land there. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : They have already been dispossessed of their 
land which has been acquired by Government and so they will be 
prepared to go anywhere to cultivate land and certainly across the 
Jumna which is only a question of about two miles. 
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Sir Oirja Shankar Bajiw : Sir, I think my Honourable friend did 
not quite follow what I said. I said that it is only one-third of the 
land belonging to these cultivators that has been acquired. In other 
words, there has hardly been a single case of complete dispossession. 
What has ha])pened is that a small plot of land has been taken from 
the total holding. 

Relieving of Congestion in Old Delhi. 

:305. ’‘Mr. M. Asaf Ali : (a) Have Government taken any steps to 
make nazid land in the Delhi Province referred to in my question No. 151 
of the last S(‘.ssion, available for relieving congestion in Old Delhi ? 

(b) Have Government invited the attention of the Dolhi Municipal 
Committee to my questions Nos. 100 and 101 (c) to {g) and their answers f 
If so, when, and if not, why not t 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : With your pi rmission, Sii-, T shall 
auswei parts {a" and (/>) togctlier. The Ciovcrnnient of India have 
decided to place an officer on special duty at Delhi to ascertain, with 
greater (lefiniteness than has been aitcmptcfl so far, (?) tlie nature and 
magnitude of the problem of congestion, (n) the extent to which the 
measures already undertaken or now in progress provide a solnlion, 
(m) the loannc'r in and the extent to which these ])r()eessos need to be 
supplenionted, (?*?•') the agency to which the supplemental measures 
should be cutnistcd. and iv) the expenditure involved and tlie best 
way of nroviding it. As soon as the report of the investigating officer 
becomes available. Government will examine it and take up the <|ues- 
tion as to what action is desirable and practicable. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : May I know if the officer appointed is also an 
expert in mattei-s which have been entrusted to him ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Tl lias not horn possible to find i\n 
officer who was expert in town-planning, and, at the saine time, expert 
in the local eombtions of Delhi, but I ean assure my Honourable friend 
that, in the process of investigation, if he needs expert assistance of a 
technical eharaeler, that assistance will be forthcoming. 

Report called for by the Commissioner op Income-tax, Bihar and 

Orissa, in Appeal Cases. 

o0(>. *Mr. Ram Narayan Singh : Will Goverainmit be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that the Commissioner of Income-tax, Bihar and Orissa, 
calls for a report from subordinate authorities invariably in eaeli case in 
which an appeal is filed to him 1 If so, is that report of a confidential 
nature, and is the assessee entitled to a copy of such report ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : The Commissioner of Income-tax calls for re¬ 
ports from Income-tax Officers on the allegations made in the petitions 
of appeal under section 32 as well as on those in petitions under 
section 33, wlienever there is any point raised which has not been pro¬ 
perly or fully dealt with in the orders of the lower authorities. No 
report is called for where such report is not necessary. 

In the ordinary coprse the reports of Income-tax Officers are 
treated as confidential. But very often the Commissioner of Income- 
tax, Bihar and Orissa, has given the assessee a copy of the report if 
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asked for by the assessee when the report does not contain any con¬ 
fidential matter. It is often necessary to inform the assessee of the 
substance of the Income-tax Officer’s report in order to enable the 
Commissioner to decide the assessee's objection. 


Regulation of Income-tax Assessment in Bihab and Orissa. 

307. ’''Mr. Bam Narayan Singh : (a) Is it a fact that there is u 
practice prevalent in Bihar and Orissa of regulating income-tax assess¬ 
ments by means of confidential circulars and instructions issued by the 
Commissioner 1 

(b) Is il a fact that a complaint of such a nature was made on behalf 
of the Maharajadhiraja of Darbhanga in the civil suit instituted against 
the Commissioner and Assistant Commissioner of Income-tax, Bihar and 
Orissa ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : (o) The answer is in the negative, 'fhe Income- 
tax Officers sometimes consult the Commissioner on points of law • 
arising in the course of assessments and receive instructions asked 
for. 

(b) It does not appear from the records that such a complaint was 
made in the civil suit instituted by the Maharajadhiraja of Darbhanga. 

Mr. Bam Narayan Singh : Is it not a fact that the Maharaja- 
dhiraja of Darbhanga brought a civil suit against the Commissioner 
and Assistant ('omniissioncr of Income-tax and that the suit was 
hushed up simply because the Commissioner was personally criminally 
involved in it ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd ; The answer to the first part of the question is 
in the affirmative, and the answer to the second part is in the 
negative. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ghettiar : What happened to the civil 
suit ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : If the Honourable Member will put down a 
question, I will give an exact answer. 

Absence of Waiting Accommodation fob Absessees in Income-tax Offices 
TN Bihab and Obissa. 

308. ’'•Mr. Bam Narayan Singh : Are Goverament aware that in most 
of the Income-tax offices in Bihar and Orissa there is no proper accom- 
mcdalion for the. waiting asseesees ? If so, do Government propose to do 
anything for their comfort t 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : Steps are being taken to provide better accom¬ 
modation for assessces. In several Income-tax Offices an extra room is 
already set apart foi them. 

Gbievancbs of the Income-tax Staff in Bihab and Obissa. 

809. ■'^Mr. Bam Narayan Singh: (a) Has the attention of Govern¬ 
ment been drattn to the articles published in the Indian Nation, Patna, 
dated tbe 12th and 24th June, 1935, under the caption The grievaneea 
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of the liu*onie lax stalf If so, what action, if any, »iave they taken or 
propose to take to remove those grievances - 

(1) Are Government aware that there is great dlscoiit'jnt among the 
Income-tax stall', Bihar and Orissa, against the unreasonably harsh and 
iiisiilting treatment which is constantly meted out to tliem by the Com¬ 
missioner of Income-tax V 

(c) Is it a fact that the Commissioner of Income-tax, Bihar and 
Orissa, uses unj)arliamentary and insulting language towards his sub¬ 
ordinates in official letters and documents ? 

(d) Are Government aware that an impression is abroad that the 
coneurrenct* of llie (.-ommissioner of Income-tax, Bihar and Orissa, to the 
proposals of Ids office in the essential matters of promotion, postings and 
transfers of the staff is a mere formality 1 

(C ) is it a fact that complaints of such nature were made against the 
office staff cf the Commissioner from time to time ? If so, what action 
did Government take to eradicate the evil ? 

(/) Is it a fact that when complaints of such nature were made in 
the pjist, the (^ujiinissunier of Income-tax reported lo th (3 (Jovei’nment 
of India that sneb complaints were made at the instajiee (»f interested 
persons ! 

((j) 1)0 Government propose to institute a regular enepdry into the 
e^a-isting administration of the Income-tax Deparlmeiit, Bihar and Orissa, 
in order to iciiiovc the complaints and defects and to place it on a satis¬ 
factory basis ? 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : (a) Yes. The two letters 
which appeared in the Indian Nation to which the Honourable Member 
refers suggesi that there is a sense of insecurity in the Bihar and 
()ris.sh Income-lftx Service, because* there were some retrenclim‘Uits of 
officers in 19H2 ; and, secondly, that as all the officers of the Depart¬ 
ment arc placed under the control of one officer, viz.^ the Commissioner 
of Income-tax,—if that officer is not strong and impartial, the interests 
(»f the subordinate officers may suffer by.intrigues in the department 
and the officers may be subjected to undeserved “ piii-pricksThe 
officers of the Dei^artinent know that the retrenchments made in the 
Tiiconie-tax Dcpaiinient as well as in other Departments were non¬ 
recurrent measures necessitated by the financial stringency of the 
time, and are not likely to be repeated. They, therefore, have no 
reason lor labouring under a sense of insoeurit.y. The Government of 
India agree with the other sentiments expressed in the letters though 
not with the implication that the situation suggested actually exists 
and do not consider that any action is called for. 

(h) and (e). The answer is in the negative. The Bihar and 
Orissa Income-tax staff both Gazetted and Ministerial have their own 
recognised Associations and have never complained of harsh or insult¬ 
ing treatment on the part of the head of the Department or un¬ 
parliamentary language in official letters or documents. 

td) The suggestion made in the question has no foundation. 

B206LAD B 
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(e) The answer to the first part of the question is in the .legative. 
The second part of the question does not therefore, arise. 

(/) No. 
iff) No. 


Muslims appointed as Sugar Inspectors. 

810. *Sir Muhammad Yakub : (a) How many Sugar Inspectors 
were apiwinted last year and how many of them were Muslims ? 

(h) Is it a fact that one of the Musliims appointed la.st year has 
resigned 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : Witli your permission, Sir, 1 shall answer oves- 
tioiis 310 and 311 toj 2 :ethcr. The staff employed in connection with the 
iuiniinistrntion of the siijrar excise duty is under the control or tie* 
Provincial Govermnenls. The Government of India have, therefore, no 
information regarding appointments of Siip^ar Inspectors, and the orders 
relaiinj' to the reservation of ]>osts in Central Services do not aiiply to 
such appointments. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : What does the Honourable Member mean 
that the orders of the Government of India do not apply to “ sneh 
ni)pointinents ’’ ? 

Mr, A H. Lloyd : The appoiiitineiits of suji:ar inspectors made by 
Provincial Governments. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : Are not the Government of India taking* 
the excise duty from su^ar V 

Mr. A. H, Lloyd : Th(‘ excise duty is levied on behalf of the flovei n- 
ment of India by the Provincial Governments working? as agents to the 
Government of India. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : Cannot the Government of India direct the 
Provincial Governments to make recruitment according to the rules 
which have been issued by the Government of India about recruitment 
in the Central Services ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : f am not aware that that question is being con¬ 
sidered. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : Will Government consider this question i 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : I am prepared to consider whether anything 
could be done in that direction. 

Mr. A. K. FuzM Huq : Does it come to this that the Government 
of India cannot help the Muslims in this matter ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : It comes to this that the Government of India 
have not interfered with the arrangements of the Provincial Govern¬ 
ments in a subject which the Provincial Governments are administering 
as their agents. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May 1 know if the Government of India 
are in a position to get information from the Provincial Governments 
on questions like these when Honourable Members of this House want 
information I 
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Mr. A. H. Lloyd : It depends upon the opinion of the Government 
of India as to the value of the information if obtained. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Am I to understand that the Government 
of India attach no value to the questions put today ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : The Government of India do not consider it 
necessary to interfere with the arrangements made by Local Govern¬ 
ments for recruiting staff for the administration of a Central subject 
when tlie Local Governments are working as their agents. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : Am I lo understand tliat the Resolution 
which was issued by tlie Home Department last yc^ar was merely an 
eye-wash and tliere Avas no substance in it ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : No, Sir. Tlie amount of staff employed by the 
Provincial (i!o\'(*nimi*»iis as ajrents of tJie Oovcrniiicnt of India—at least 
S() far as (lie Po^ml of Contra] Revenue is c( ncerned- -is negligible com- 
])ared vri'h t*;o ainounf of staff employed directly by the Central Govern¬ 
ment. 

Sir Muhnmm.ad Yakub : Are Governinont aware tliat many back¬ 
doors are open in the CfOvernTnent of India to nullify the effect of the 
Home Itepar^uHUil R«*soliition regarding eommnnal representation ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : No, Sir. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : Are the Government of India prepared to 
make a survey of the effect of their Resolution ? 

Mr. A H. Lloyd : The Government of India are not prepared to 
undertake any survey of the kind mentioned by the Honourable Member 
iinle.ss they are satisfied that there is some foundation for an allegation 
of the nature made by the Honourable Member. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Next question. 

Recruitment of Muslims as Sugar Inspectors. 

t311. *Sir Muhammad Yakub : (a) What is the total number of 
Sugar Inspe<*tors which the Government of India are going to recruit this 
year ? 

(ft) Do Government propose to observe their orders for reservation 
of 25 per cent, of the posts for Muslims ? If not, why not t 

Percentage fixed for Muslims on the Assam Bengal Railway. 

312. ^Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : (a) Will Go^ernment be pleased to 
state the percentage whi(*h the Railway Board has fixed for Muhammadans 
on the Assam Bengal Railway 

(ft) Was this pereentage communicated to the Agent of the Assam 
Bengal Railway ? 

(c) Was the Agent instructed, directly or indirectly, to give the 
pereentage fixed for the Mussalmans to other communities t 

(d) Did tlie Agent follow the instructions of the Railway Board in 
the recent i-ecruitments ? 

tFor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 310. 

li206LAD b2 
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Mr. P. R. Rau : (a), (6) and (d). The Railway Board suggested 
that 35 per oont. of all vaeaneies in the subordinate posts to be filled 
in future by dircet reeruitment should be reserved for Muslims. This 
has been accepted by the Board of Directors and the operation of the 
orders will be watched by the Government of India by means of state¬ 
ments which Railway Administrations are required to submit quarterly. 

(/O No. 

Enquiry into the Conduct of an Imperial Service Officer. 

313. *Sardar Mangal Singh : (a) Will Government please state who 
is a eonipctent authority to order an enquiry under Act XXXVII of 1850 
into the conduct of an Imperial Service Officer ? 

(6) Will Government i)lease state how many officers of the Imperial 
Service.s have been tried under Act XXXVII of 1850 by one Commissioner 
and how many by more than one ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (a) Tlie authority is the Gover¬ 
nor General in Couneil. 

(h) 1 regret I am unable to supply this information the collection 
of which would necessitate an examination of tlie records of every 
inquiry held under the Act. 

Recruitment of Muslims in the Engineer]ng Department of Staitb 

Railways. 

314. *^Syecl Ohulam Bhik Nairang : (a) Will Government be 
pleased to stale the respective* numbers ot' -Muslim and non-Muslim 
eniploj^ts in the Engineering l)e])artment of the several State-owned 
Railways 1 

(1)] In view of the paucity of Mnslim empl 03 ^ces in the Enginee^ring 
Department ot the State-owned Ix’ailways, are* Gove*rnment prepared to 
order that fresh recruitment to the said Deparlment may be confined to 
the Mu dims, ^\hvn (pialiluHl MiLslim candidates are available, till the pro¬ 
portion of Muslim emploj^ees in tlie* Department comes up to that contem¬ 
plated by Government orders bearing on the subject ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) Government regret they are not prepared to 
supplement with figures for individual Departments the information in 
regard to communal reyu’esentation in railwaj’' services which is given 
in the Annual Administration Report of Indian Railways. 

(&) No. I would invite the Honourable Member attention to 
paragraph 5 of the Memorandum of Supplementary Instructions, issued 
by the Government of India, Home Department, in May, 1935, a coyiy 
which is, f believe, in the Library of the House. 

Cancellation of the Passport of Mr. Masani of Bombay. 

315. *Prof. N. O'. Ranga : (a) Are Government aware of the fact 
that the passport granted in India to Mr. Masani of Bombay, one of the 
secretaries of the All-India Congress Socialist Party was seized by the 
Police in England in order to prevent him from visiting any of the con¬ 
tinental countries even for purposes of health 1 
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(6) If so, what are the special political or other reasons for which he 
is thus disabled and insulted If 

(c) Is it the intention of Government to prevent any or all the Indian 
Socialists from visiting any of the continental countries ? 

(d) If not, why is Mr. Masani subjected to this disability ? If so, 
is it to prevent him or them from either studying the socialist -activities 
and policies of the continental countries or from carrying on propaganda 
on behalf of the Indian Congress Socialists 1 

(e) If so, what is the justification for such an action / 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (a) to (r,). I am aware that Mr. 
Masani’s passport was impounded in England. This action was taken, 
not because Mr. Masani is a Socialist but because the Government of 
India considered that Mr. Masani*s aetivities in India were such as to 
make it undesirable that he should be in possession of a passport for 
travel abroad, llis passport was renewed subsequently in view of 
certain assurances being given on his behalf in England. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : With reference to the reply to part {c), is it 
the intention of the Government to preveni only Indian Socialists fj*om 
visiting Continental couniries ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : 1 said that this action was not 
taken because Mr. Masani was a Socialist. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is the nature of the activities of Mr. 
Masani or of any other person in India, which, in the judgment of the 
Government of India, will dis-entitle them to have passports to travel 
to foreign countries ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : That is a very wide question 
which I cannot answer in a few words. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I have a rough idea ? Apart from violent 
activities, are there any non-violent activities which are likely to bring 
such people within the mischief of the prohibition which the Govern¬ 
ment of India apply in granting passports to travel to foreign countries ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Close association with the Com¬ 
munist Party would be one of the reasons, and, for example, if we knew 
that the person intended to visit a Communist Conference at Moscow, 
we would probably refuse to provide him with a passport. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Was Mr. Masani going to attend the Communist 
Conference at Moscow ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : 1 do not know. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Then, on what information, did Government 
withhold permission to Mr. Masani to travel to certain countries ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I did not say that was the ex¬ 
clusive reason ; there were other reason.s. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What are they f 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Close association with the Com¬ 
munist Party is one of the chief reasons. 
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Prof. H. O. Ranga : Is it not a fact that Mr. Masnni lias, for the 
last two years, been carrying on Congress socialist propaganda and 
nothing else, and that he is not connected with any Communist organi¬ 
zation or Communist propaganda f 

The Honourable Sir Henry Graik : T do not think that is a fact. 

Protection to the Indian Sericultural Industry. 

316. "Prof. N. G. Ranga : (a) Will (Tovernmout hv, pleased to state 
whether the Tariff Board has made certain recommendations suggesting 
the imposition of protective duty upon the imports of foreign silk and 
silk-yarn in order to protect the Indian Sericulture ? 

(ft) If so, when and what are those recommendations 1 

(c) What is the action talcen by Government upon those recom¬ 
mendations V 

(d) Are Government aware of the fact that the imports ot silk and 
silk-yarn are just the same or even more in spite of the import duty 
levied f 

(e) If so, what are the comparative figures of imports for the year 
preceding the raising of the import duty and the years since its imposi¬ 
tion f 

(/) What are the prices quoted for those imports in the year pre¬ 
ceding the raising of the import duty and since its imposition ? 

(//) Are Government aware that the present import duty has not 
tended to give any appreciable protection to the Indian Sericultural 
Industry t 

(h) Are Government prepared 1o consider the advisability of levying 
a higher import duty under the Safeguarding of Industries Act to protect 
the Indian sericultural industry ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) Yes, Sir. 

(ft) and (c). Attention of the Honourable Member is invited to (1) 
the Report of the Indian Tariff Board regarding the grant of protection 
to the Sericultural Industry, and (2) the Indian TariflF (Textile Protec¬ 
tion) Amendment Act, 1934, copies of which are available in the Library. 

(d)y(e) and (/). Attention of the Honourable Member is invited to 
the Accounts relating to the Seaborne Trade and Navigation of British 
India. 

ig) Representation.s have recently been received to the effect that the 
existing import duties are inadequate These are receiving the attention 
of Government. 

(70 The Safeguarding of Industries Act, 1933, lapsed on the 31st 
March, 1935. 

1 may add to the written reply that, during my recent tour to South 
India, representations were made to me also, apart from the representa¬ 
tions received by the Department, and the whole question is being very 
carefully considered. 
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Mr. 8. Satyamurti : When was the first representation received by 
the Government for protection to the sericulture industry t 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Before the Tariif 
Board was set up ? 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : When was it received ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Does the Honour¬ 
able Member mean wlien the first representation was received tliat an 
enquiry should l)e made for affording: protection before the Tariff Board 
was set up t If so, I have no information. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Is it not some years ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : 1 could not say 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : How Ion" do you i)ropose to consider this 
matter 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : So far as the 
Tariff Board report is concerned, it was considered and action takc.ii 
upon it and the Indian Tariff Textile Protection Act of 1984 was passed. 
1 think the Honourable Member is under a misapprehension. Since the 

was passed and the duty was imposed, further representations have 
been received that adequate duties have not been levied. With regard 
to this, further representations have been made since the duty was 
levied which was only a few months ago, and now the whole matter is 
being considered. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : 1 am asking about clause (g) of the question. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : As 1 said, it is a 
question which requires consideration. The manufacturers of silk, or 
rather those who arc interested in the rearing of silk worms and the 
preparation of silk, have made representations since the passing of 
that Act that the duty levied is not adequate. Inasmuch as the Act 
itself was passed in 1934 and these representations have only been 
received during the last few weeks, the matter is being taken up again 
and is being looked into. T have not been able to appreciate tin* real 
point of the question. 

Improvement in Third Class Carriages on Railways in India. 

317. '’Prof. N. O. Banga : {a) Will Goveram«‘nt be pleased to state 
the progress made since last Session of the Assembly in the development 
of a new and better third class carriage T 

(b) Do Government propose to introduce this new model third class 
carriage upon all the railways in India t 

(c) If not, what steps do they propose to take to see that the third 
class carriages of all the railways and particularly the Company- 
managed Railway.s are also improved ? 

(d) What is the estimate of additional cost to be incurred by intro¬ 
ducing this new model carriage on State-managed Railway.s alone ? 

Mr. P. B. Bau : (a) A sample third class coach of improved type 
is at present being built by the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. It 
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will l)<‘ reiuly for inspeotion by the members of the Central Advisory 
Conneii Tor Railways diiriiifr tiie next Delhi Session. 

{!)) and (.^O- If approved, the new type will be adopted as the 
futnre standard for the Slate-inanaj?ed Railways. The (^ompany- 
mr,na<.r('d Railways will be requested to adopt this standard design. 

(d) It is estimated that the cost of the new type carriage will 
exceed the cost of* the present standard type carriage by Rs. 5,000. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : What is the estimate of the Government of 
India lor th(‘ construction of this new type of carriages as and when 
ti^e old type carriages come to be scrapped and new carriages are pul 
iii their ])lace ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : T cannot frame an estimate of that at the priisent 
moment. 

Dr. T. S. S. Rajan : Wliat is tlie passenger capacity of the new 
tliird class carriage - 

Mr. P. R. Rail : I believe it is 96. 

Dr. T. S S. Rajan : lias there been any ditfereiice of opinion with 
regard to the total accommodation between the various Stale Railways 
and Company-managed Railways ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : A drawing of this type was placed before the 
Central Adviso7y Council last March or April, and it was discussed by 
the members there and it was finally decided that a coach of that type 
should he bnilt in Bombay and should be brought to Delhi to be 
inspected by them, and, after ilieir inspection, they would be in a posi¬ 
tion to give their advice as to whether any changes would be necessary. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : How many carriages come to be scrapped 
annually on account of their being too old ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : I think my Honourable friend must give me notice 
of that question. 

Placing op Complaint Books in Guards' Carriages and at Junction 

Stations. 

318. ’^Prof. N. O. Ranga : Will Oovernnieni be pleased lo state 
what action has been taken since last Session upon their promise to me 
in answer to my question to see that complaint books are placed in the 
guards' carriages in all trains and also at all the junction stations V 

Mr. P. R. Rau : In answer to the question to which my Honourable 
friend refers, 1 stated that I was having enquiries made with a view 
to considering whether the suggestion should be brought to the notice 
of other Railways and that when information was obtained I would place 
it on the table of the House. 

The suggestion was brought to the notice of certain principal 
Railways and I am placing on the table of the House a statement 
.summarising the replies received. 

Statement 

Assam Bengal Badlway, —Since 1932 guardn carry complaint books and a notice 
to this effect is exhibited in the bath rooms of first and second class compartments. 
Arrangements are being made for these notices, printed in the yernacular, to be posted 
up in lower class carriages. 
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Bengal and North Western Umlway. —Complaint books were introduced at some 
oi the more important junctions from November Ibiil and a notice is displayed 
at stations that this book is fivailable. The TTcad Ticket Collector carries this book 
with him when checking trains and produces it on demand. 

Bengal Nagpur Railway. — TTad experimented with a somewhat similar proposal 
in 1928 when Conductor Guards wore given forms to supply to upper class passenger 
in the event of their wishing to make any complaints. The experiment was not success 
ful and the arrangement was therefore discontinued. 

Bombay^ Baroda and Central India Railway. —Have introduced the complaint book 
at Ahmedabad station and propose waiting to see the result of the experiment at 
stations on other railways. 

Bastern Bengal Railway. —Guards carry a complaint book, and a notice to this 
effect is exhibited in upper class carriages. Arrangements are bemg made for similaj 
notices to be posted up in all carriages. 

East Indian Railway. —Complaint books have betui introduced at certain selected 
stations as an experimental measure for one year, when a report will be submitted 
to the Railway Board. 

Great Indian Peninsula Railway. —Complaint bo.jks have been introduced at sovea 
important stations as an cxperimcnt.al measure for one year, when a report will be 
submitted to the Itailway Hoard 

Madras and Southern Mahraita Railway. —Arc experinnuiting by placing “ Hugges- 
tion Hooks ’' at one station. 

North IVestcrn Railway. A complaint book ha^ been maintained as an experimenl 
at Lahore station sine<* .Inly 19.^3 and a notice to this effect is displaced at the 
station. Only three complaints had been recorded up to May 1935 and, in view of 
the small use made, the arrangement h:is not been extended to other stations. The 
experiment at Lahore station uill be coiitinaed and a report submitted to the Ilail\Miy 
Board after a year. 

South Indian Railway. —Are arranging to introduce complaint books at some of 
the more important stations and a notice to this effect will be exhibited on notice 
boards : a paragraph regarding this being also inserted in the Railway's Coaching Time 
Table and Guide. 


Inferior Quality of Food served in the Vizagapatam Indian 
Refreshment Room. 

’^Prof. N. O. Ranga : (a) Are Government OAvare of the fact 
thrtl the sweets and other eatables sold in the Vizagapatam Indian Re¬ 
freshment Room are cooked with oil and are unfit for human consumption 
and tliat a cup of coffee is charged 1^ annas as against li annas charged 
in other .similar refreshment rooms f 

(6) Are Govei^nment aware also that the food given there is distinctly 
of inferior quality to that served in other refreshment rooms T 

Mr. P. B. Bau : (a) and (b). I am not aware what refreshment 
1 ‘oom ray Honourable friend is referring to. The Agent, Bengal Nagpur 
RaiJAvay, states that there is no Indian refreshment room at Vizagapatam 
station, lie adds that the price for a cup of coffee in the Railway’s 
Indian Refreshment rooms is one anna. 

Prof. N. O’. Ranga : Will the Honourable Member try to ascertain 
the true facts, because I myself have been to this Indian refreshment 
room at Vizagapatam, and it is still there 1 

Bfir. P. B. Bau : May I know when my Honourable friend visited 
that station ? 

Prof. N. O. Banga : Only two months ago. 
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Mr. P. E. Eau : 1 will make further inquiries on the point, but the 
Agent has definitely told me that there is no such refreshment room. 

Eailway Concession Tickets issued to Students. 

:J20. '‘Prof. N. O. Ranga : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
on what conditions and principles are concession tickets issued to students 
to enable them to go to and from their schools f 

(ft) Which schools are recognised for this purpose 1 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) (Concession tickets arc issued on production of 
ft eoititicptc from the Hoad Master or Principal of the institution to which 
the parties belong as follows : 

(Ij to parties of not less than 15. Avhen travelling to or from the 
same stations ; 

(2) to pnrtio.s of not less than 4. when travelling for examination 
or educational ])urposes : 

(i) from their institution to their homes, or vice versa ; 

(//) from their institution to an examination centre, or 
vice versa ; 

(in) from their homes to an examination centre, or vice 
versa. 

(ft) (i) Schools teaching up to the primary, middle, high school or 
entrance standards which are recognised by the Education 
Department. 

(ii) Colleges affiliated to a recognised University. 

(Hi) Medical schools, technical, commercial, industrial anti agri¬ 
cultural institutions under Government or recognised by 
Government. 

Refusal to grant Concession Tickets to the Students of the Peasants 

Institute, Andhra. 

321. ’^Prof. N. O. Ranga : (a) Are Government avvai’e of the fact 
that the Peasants Institute started and run by the Andhra Peasants Pro¬ 
tection Coiainittee applied in April, 1935, to the Madras and Southern 
Mahratta Railway for concession tickets to its students who are all 
peasants ? 

(6) Is it a fact that such concession tickets were refused to be 
granted ? 

(c) If so, will Government state the reason for such a refusal ? 

(d) Are (lOvernment prei)ared to consider the advisability of grant¬ 
ing such concession tickets to all educational institutions irrespective of 
the fact of their recognition by the educational department ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) I understand that the Honourable Member 
applied on the 11th March for concession rates to be granted to students 
of the Peasants Institute at Nidubrolu. 

(ft) Yes. 
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(c)and((i). The Honourable Member will have noticed from my 
rej'ily to his previous question that the concession is restricted to students 
of certain recognised institutions. In view of the present financial 
position of railways, Government are not prepared to extend conces¬ 
sions of this sort unless it is clear that such an extension will result 
Ji» an increase of eaminj^s. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Why is a discrimination marie 
between one institution and mother, and why are some only recognised ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : I have already replied to that. I said that, in view 
of 1h(‘ present financial position of Railways, Government are not pre- 
pai'od to extend the concession to other institutions. 

Development of the Rural Credit Department of the Reserve Bank 

OF India. 

322. *Prof. N. G. Ranga : Will Goveriime.ir be pleaded to stat/* 

what measures have so far been taken by the Reserve Bank of India to 
develop its Rural Credit Department 1 

(b) What is the nature of the recommendations made for its develop¬ 
ment and work by the special officer Mr. Darling t 

(c) What steps are proposed to be taken during the next year 1o help 
the agricultural interests f 

id) Do Government propose to consider the adYisal)ility of appoint¬ 
ing an Advisory Council consisting mostly of mf^mbers of the <'entral 
Legislature iu aid the Rural Credit Department of the Reserve Bank C 

The Honourable Sir James Gr^g : (a), (?)) and (o). Mr. Darling 
was appointed on special duty to report on the co-operative and agri¬ 
cultural credit movemeut to the Reserve Bank in order to assist it in 
the formation of the agricultural credit department. Mr. Darling's 
Report is now under the consideration of the Bank and until the Bank 
has considered the report, it is not possible to state w^hat steps will be 
taken in the matter. 

(d) The creation of tlie department is a matter for the Bank under 
i^ection 54 of the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934, and it would be 
improper for Government to consider the appointment of an Advisory 
Council to assist that department. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : What is the information of the Government of 
India as to when the Reserve Bank of India will try to develop its 
Rural Credit Department and then begin to carry on its functions ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : 1 have no information on that. 
As I say, the report of Mr. Darling is under consideration, and that is 
all T can say. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : In view of the fact that mention has been made 
here in his oWn report on rural development about the report submitted 
by Mr. Darling on the eo-operative movement in India, will the Honour¬ 
able Member inform the House whether he has considered that parti¬ 
cular report, and, if so, what are his conclusions ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I think the Honourable Member 
is confusing two sets of reports. The primary set is that to the Reserve 
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Bank in relation h) the setting? up of their Agricultural Credit Uepart- 
nient. Bui Mr. Darling was asked by the Government of India to advise 
W’hat should be the best way of spending the sum of 10 or 15 lakhs 
w'hich w’^as set aside from the crore in relation to the co-operative move¬ 
ment. If the Honourable Member wants to know any details about that 
15 lakhs he should address the question to the Education, Health and 
Lands Department. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : Wliat is tiie nature of the recommendations 
made by Mr. Darling as to the best way of helping the rural co-operative 
movement ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : The distribution of the 15 lakhs which 
the Government of India have set apart for assisting the co-operative 
move/nent in the provinces has already been made. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : Apart From the distril)ution of 15 lakhs out oF 
this rural development grant, will the Government of India be good 
enough to tell us llie general trend of the recommendations made bj 
Mr. Darling For the development of a Rural Credit Department for the 
Reserve Bank 1 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I eertainly could not do that 
without the permission oF the Reserve Bank. 

Census of Thiru (Jlass Passencjeks on tjie Madras and Southern 

MAHRArrA Railway. 

328. '♦'Prof. N. G. Ranga ; {a) Will Governmeut be pleased to state 
if it is a fact that the Madras and Southern Maliratta Railway Company 
took a census oi third class passengers during the last summer ? 

(6) If so, between what stations and for how many and which 

days f 

(r) What arc the results of such a census 1 

(d) Was any lovercrowding discovered 1 

(s) If so, to what extent t 

(/) What bteps are proposed to be taken by the Railway authorities 
to improve the accommodation for third class passengers f 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) 1 understand that a census of passenger trains 
was taken for a week in June, 1934. 

(6), (r), (d) and (r). 1 am placing on the table a statement show¬ 
ing the number of trains and carriages checked and particulars of the 
over-crowding brought to notice. Over-crowding was discovered on three 
broad gauge trains out of 105 trains checked and on two metre gauge 
trains out of 123 trains checked. 

(/) The Agent, Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway, states that 
the over-crowding on the broad gauge was due to large marriage parties 
travelling unexpectedly and that on the metre gauge was duo to a 
sudden rush of traffic from Goa owing to coastal steamer services 
having been closed on account of the monsoon. This was relieved by 
the running of an extra train, through to Poona, with effect from the 
21st June, 1934. 
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StaUmerU Bhowing parUculars of overcrowding detected in trains during Census taken in June 

1934. 




I station. i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I Kxtent 

I 

oi overcrowding. 

Date. 

1 

1 

i 

1 

i 

Train 

No. 

From 

- 

1 1 

To 

Station 
at which 
checked. 

1 

I Seat- 

ing 
capa- 
j city. 

i 

'lotal 

I passen- 
I gers in 
‘ train. 

1 

1 No. in 
excess of 
seating 
capacity. 

1 

1934 June,— 1 



! 



I 

i 

I 


14th .. 1 

10 Up 

Waltair .. 1 

Madra*^ .. ' 

Tenali 

349 

3(i0 I 

14 

Ifith 

9 Dn. 

1 

Madras .. j 

Waltair . 

Do. .. 

. ir)2 

473 , 

21 

23rd .. ' 

1.5 

1 

Madras .. < 

1 

Bangalore 

City. 

.lalarpot .. 

i 496 

.528 

I 

I 

32 

18th .. 1 

1 Up 1 

Bangalore ' 
City. 

Poona .. 

Belgaum 

j 294 , 

313 i 

10 

10th .. 

1 U]) 1 

Do. .. 1 

Do. .. 

Do. .. 

i 234 

247 1 

13 


f B. 0. 

105 

Total number of trains checked .. . 


L M.G. .. 

123 

r B.G. .. 

.555 

Total number of carriages checked .. .. < 


L M. G. .. 

813 


Prof. N. G. Ranga : Do the Government of Tiulia iiiulerslaiul from 
tlie Agent of the Madras and Southern Mahratta Kaihvay \hi\t any 
special carriages have to be attached to trains running between Wallair 
and Madras i 

Mr. P. R. Rau : No, Sir ; 1 am mit aware that he is proposijig to 
add extra carriages between Waltair and Madras. 


STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE. 

Information 'promised in reply lo stmncd question No, 486 asked by Mr. Sitoko'nta 
Mahapatra on the 7th of August, 1934, 

Posting of certain Income-tax Officials at a Particular Station for a 
Long Time in Bihar and Orissa. 

(a) and (6). Only one Income-tax Officer and one Inspector-Accountant in 
Bihar and Orissa continued to remain in the same station for more than three years. 
They have since been transferred. Only six officers were poste<l in 1934 to their 
home districts. Income-tax Officers, as a rule, are transferred after every three years. 
Inspector-Accountants are transferred as occasion requires. Members of the clerical 
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staff are uot ordinarily liable to transfer. Transfers in their cases are made only in 
exceptional circumstances, e.g., when vacancies occur due to death, retirement or pro¬ 
motion or when there are reasons to believe that the retention of a clerk at a particular 
station is undesirable. 

(o) Yes. 

(d) In 1932 four income-tax Officers applied for leave, it was granted to three 
of them but postponed in the case of the fourth at his own request. In 1933 also 
leave was applied for by four officers and was granted to two of them. One officer 
withdrew his application an<l the other was refused leave. 

(e) The Government arc not aware that any sense of insecurity in service exists. 
The resolution referred to was received and duly considered by Government Avho were 
satisfied that there were no grievances which required to be removed. 


Information jjrontIstd in rvpiyto Puhdit Goivhd Ballabh Font's siamd qveM%on 
iVo. 314 ov the 20th Febrvary, 1035. 

Damaoe tu Cuors in the Rec ent Rko^t. 

There was slight or no damage to crops in Madras, Hcngal, Hiliar and Orissa, 
A.ssam, ('oorg, Xoith-West Frontier Province and llunna. The position in regard to 
the other provinces is staleil below : 

Central Provinces. —Xo appreciable damage was done to crops except in pares 
of three districts. Ltcmissioii of land revimuc was granted by the Local 
Government to tlie extent of Its. 34,000. In addition relief was given 
in the shape* of suspension of land revenue amounting to its. 2,05,000. 

Dtlhi .—Crops were damaged by frost but the rains which fell subsecpieiitly made 
good most of the damage that was douc except in the case of oilscod 
and sugarcane crops, m the case of which loss was estimated to be below 
25 per cent. A sum of Hs. 20,000 was set aside for distribution as 
takavi for the purchase of sugarcane seed. Efforts were made in co¬ 
operation with Mie Agricultural Department of the United Provinces to 
supply good sugarcane seed from the neighbouring United Provinces 
Uisli lets. 

Ajiucr-Mcrwara. — Damage to standing crops in the Ajmer siib-divisioii and the 
Beawar tahsil was very slight. In thcj Todgarh tahsil it was between 
4 annas and 8 annas in the rupee but was not widespread. In the Kekri 
sub-divisioii damage was caused to the gram crops to the extent of 8 
annas in the rupee and the early sown barley crops in certain places were 
also affected. The damage was mitigated by the showers which followed 
the frost. Tlie damage was not severe or widespread enough to require 
any special relief measures. 

United Provinces,—Arhar was the only crop w'hieh suffered considerable damage. 
The loss to the other crops was negligible except in very limited areas 
chiefly damaged by hail. Beneficial rain in many districts soon after 
the frost did mueh to counteract the loss threatened by frost. Arhar 
IS essentially a kharif crop though it is harvested in the Babi, but as a 
special case the United Provinces Government allowed District Officers 
to treat Arhar as a Rfibi crop for purposes of granting relief on account 
of agricultural calamities during Rabi 1342 Fasli. 

Balnchistan ,—There w'as no damage to standing crops by frost. Damage was 
caused to fruit trees by frost while the standing wheat crops in certain 
parts of the Province w'ore injured by hail but the damage did not prove 
to be so serious as to rcciuire any special relief measures. 

Punjab .—The only appreciable damage done by frost in this Province was to 
the standing sugarcane crop, which was rendered unfit for being used 
as seed. The damage was mitigated by the fact (1) that the cane 
intended for seed purposes had already been buried in the ground in 
many places before the advent of frost, and (2) that most of the 
Coimbatore varieties which are now extensively grown in the Province 
are capable of giving a good ratoon crop next year, even if no seed is 
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availuble for fresh sowings, lii tlio district of Gurdaspur the damage to 
sugarcane was estimated to be l]16th in irrigated and l|4th in nn- 
irrigated tracts. In order to mitigate the distress improved seed was 
introduced and takavi was distributed. Relief was also given in the 
shape of suspension of land revenue. Standing rabi crop.; were damaged 
in parts of certain districts, where the damage was not made good by 
subsequent rains, the situ.atioii was met by the grant of suspensions oi 
remissions of land revenue and water rate. Fruit trees were also 
damaged in certain localities but the d.iin.Tjge was not serious. 

Bombay ,—The damagt* to crops wa^ severe iii parts of the Gujai.it distnets 
in the Northern Oi vision. There was some damage in certain di^trict^ 
of the fVntral Division espccialh Kasik ami, to a lesser <legree, Ahmad- 
nagar. The districts of the Southern Division were immune fi()m this 
calamity. In Sind slight damage was caused to rabi crops 'ov a cold 
wave in Dadu, Thar Piirkar, Upper Sind FroiiGer .md L.*rkaua districis. 
In order tlmt relH*f might be granted. ;»s far as possible, to the 
agriculturists whose crops weie destroyed eiThcr wholly or ])artially by 
frost, tlie Government of Domba^ sanctionid suspMisiuns and remissions 
»)f land revenue and irrigalio,i dees ;md also granted coneessions in Iho 
matter of the recovety of taka\i loan.^ and the dues of co-operative 
.societies. The suspensions :*ml remir'»lons of l.ind revenue granted on 
this account amounted to Iv-. 17,72.000 ,i. 1 Pm. 10.S(»,0<Ui u‘spectivel\. 


I fifoTnidUoit (J r)t n'cphj io staTT((^ 1218 uhO 1210 dslid by 

Mr. M, S. Aney ov the SOih Murch, 1935. 

Sami. of Qui2cink. 

No. 121S. *S7n// mad Ihf qnantiitf of Quimne in provincen and lh( amonnf rnt/vn- 

(d for it.^ pnrt jur Ymt from 


— -- 

, 



! 

Province. ‘ 

Year. ! 

(^nantit V 

Amount i 

liemark-'. 


sold. 

n*eo\<‘i«Ml. 1 


1 ' ~ 


1 

4 

1 

.5 



i 

lbs. 1 

Rs. 


Madras 

1920 

7,900 

1,37.097 

Figures fui* 1924 





available. 


1926 

7,645 

1.72,.355 



1927 

9,386 

1,5.5,459 ; 



1928 

9,600 

1,63,157 



1929 

13,204 

2,27,285 



1930 

13,710 

2,34,203 



1931 

9,294 

1,49,508 



1932 

8,816 

1,44,433 



1933 

7,266 

1,31,169 



1934 

8,981 

1 1,53,747 
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Province. 

1 

Bombay 


Bengal 


Year. 

Quantity 

sold. 

Amount 

recovered. 

i 

1 Remarks. 

2 

3 

4 

5 


lbs. 

Rs, 


1924 

1,768 

46,865 


192.5 

1,264 

30.429 


1926 

1,334 

.31,707 


1927 

1,447 

.34,364 


1928 

1,721 

43,418 


1929 

2,164 

46,325 


1930 

2.218 

37,962 


1U3I 

2,036 

36,107 


19.32 

2,091 

34,233 


19.33 

2,638 

44,935 


1934 

2,812 

42,622 


1924 

192,5 

.38,236 

39,325 

7,29,291 

7,16,911 

Figures are for the*financial 
years 1024-25 to 1933-34. 

1926 

31,510 

5,34,687 


1927 

2,3,243 

3,74,7()« 

1928 

29,814 

4,71,692 


1929 

26,612 

4,.30,.326 


1930 

28,668 

4,39,703 


19.31 

31,585 

4,77,941 


1932 

35,493 

.5,21,650 


1933 

46,991 

7,26,748 


1934 


•• 


1924 

646i 

10,392 


1925 

601 

18,026 


1926 

425 

12,757 


1927 

508 

1.5,240 


1928 

344 

10,319 


1920 

550} 

16,518 



United Provinces 
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Province. 

1 

Year. 

2 

Quantity 

sold. 

3 

Amount 
! recovered. 

i ^ 

Remarks. 

5 



lbs. oz. dr. 

Rs. 

a. 

P- 


United Piovinoea — conid. 

1930 

460i 

13,512 

0 

0 



1931 

467 

14,0(J6 

0 

**! 



1932 

mi 

14,85? 

0 

0 1 



1933 

mi 

15.9S9 

0 

1 

'> 1 



1934 

903 1 

1*1,10“ 

0 

0 

1 

Punjab 

1024 

1 

i 

1,511 

48,418 

8 

0 

1 

financial year 1924-25 to 







i 1934-35. 

j 1925 

1,322 

42,326 

1 

0 


1 1926 

1,634 

47,103 

14 

0 



1927 

1,567 

34,056 

13 

1 

0 1 



1928 

1,702 

37,055 

7 

0 j 



1029 

3,81 H 

83,373 

0 

0 1 



1930 

2,544 

: 55,543 

6 

0 

1 


1931 

1,984 

43,681 

15 

0 



1932 

2,137 

' 46,756 

10 

0 



1933 

2,854 

62,384 

0 

0 



1034 

1,420 

34,026 

9 

0 


Bihar and Orissa 

1 

1924 

671-2 

26,428 

0 

0 



1925 

726-6 

28,602 

0 

0 



1926 

433-4 

17,065 

0 

0 



1927 

398-9 

10,471 

0 

0 



1928 

529-5 

13,899 

0 

0 



1929 

584-7 

15,348 

0 

0 



1930 

501-2 

13,156 

0 

0 



1931 

536-4 

14,080 

0 

0 

* ’ 


1932 

455-3 

11,951 

0 

0 



1933 

344-7 

9,048 

0 

0 



1934 

339-2 

8,348 

0 

0 
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Plrorinoe. 

1 

Year. 

2 

QiiAiitity 

Mold. 

3 

Amount 

recovered. 


Remarks. 



lbs. oz. dr. 

Rs. 

a. 

V- 


Burom 

1924 

2,147 

23,482 

1.3 

0 

Figures for 1924-28 and 1934 







relate to sales of cinchona 







febrifuge only. 


1925 

2.070* 11 

22,641 

14 

0 



1926 

1,917*49 

20,972 

8 

0 



1927 

2,343*49 

25,631 

14 

0 



1928 

1,926-17 

21,067 

8 

0 



1929 

3,754*57 

55,958 

(> 

0 



1930 

4,246* 17 

6.'»,453 

14 

0 



1931 

.1,4.35*37 

'.»0,2.32 

0 

0 



1932 

3,633-60 

54,704 

{) 

0 



1933 

,3,579*03 

.57.2.30 

10 




1034 

1,926*62 

2:1.113 

12 

0 


Central Proyinces 

1924 

1,113 3 0 

16,248 

15 

3 

i 

1 

1 1925 

1,050 1 0 

14,755 

3 

0 

! 

1 1926 

1,082 8 15 

14,903 

13 

11 

1 

i 

i 1927 

1,206 0 4 1 

1 16,453 

13 

9 1 

1 

i 

I 1929 

1,155 4 8 

16,348 

10 

9 ' 


^ 1929 

1,721 2 0 

24,047 

10 

3 


1 1930 

1,543 0 0 

21,462 

11 



' 1931 

1,548 0 0 

21,494 

14 

0 


1 1932 

1,962 0 0 1 

1 21,343 

5 

0 


j 1933 

1,820 0 0 

25,264 

13 

0 


, 1934 

1,710 11 .54 

24,129 

8 

7 



1924 

493*25 

21,761 

0 

0 

Figures for 1924-29 repre¬ 







sent those for financial 


1925 

359*88 

17,596 

0 

0 1 

years and figures for 







1930-34 represent those 


1926 

498*28 

14,868 

14 

0 1 

for ealendar years. 


1927 

650*85 

’ 11,532 

14 

0 i 

1 



1928 1 

896*11 1 

1 

17,064 

1 

7 

0 ' 

1 

1 
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Province. 

1 

Year. 

1 

2 

Quantity 

sold. 

3 

Amount 

recovered. 

1 4 

Remarks. 

5 



11)8. o/.. dr. 

J 

Hs. a. p. 


Assam— contd. 

1929 j 

838-62 

16,746 6 0 1 



1930 j 

1 923-88 

16,696 12 0 1 



1931 

819*42 1 

1 16,512 14 0 



1932 

j 717-82 

1.3,763 .6 0 


1 

1933 1 

1 988-34 

18,965 8 0 1 

1 


1934 

i 907-20 

1 i 

1 1 

15,710 8 0 

1 

1 

North-West Frontier 


! Nil. \ 

1 

! 

i 

' Quinine was distributed free 

Province. 

1 


' 1 

by the local Government. 

Coorg 

! 1021 

1 1 

' .. ! 

' Figures for 1024-26 are not 



1 : 


available. 


1925 





1926 





1927 

73 

1,873 9 0 

i 


1928 

1 

.->3 

1,372 0 6 



1 1929 

1 

, 38 

962 12 3 



1930 

34 

1 ; 

691 11 0 



1931 1 

i 34 

5.50 16 6 



1932 ! 

28 ! 

184 7 3 



1933 1 

22 1 

1 

.368 14 9 



1934 

1 

1 

25 

1 

410 4 9 


Delhi 


1 

Nil. 



Baluchistan .. 


1 

Nil 


Quinine was distributed 




I 

free by Government. 

Ajmer-Merwara 


mi. 


Ditto. 

Andamans .. 


Nil 


Ditto. 

LmLAD 
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Expenses incurred for the Purchase of Quinine and for its 

Distribution and Sale. 


No, 1219, StatemefU showing the expenses incurred by OoDernment per year from 1924-34 for 
the distribution and sale of cpiinine in different provinces. 


Province. 

1 

j Year. 

1 

1 

1 ExpenscB inc 

urred. 

Remarks. 

1 

! 

i ^ 

3 



4 


! 

i 

; Hs. 

a. 

P- 


Madras .. 

1 1924 

8,256 

0 

0 

The cost of quinine sold 

i 

i 




or distribute free is 


J925 

7,444 

0 

0 

not included in these 
figures, as the Govern- 

1 

> 1926 

12,667 

0 

0 

racnt of Madras manu¬ 
facture their own qui- 


; 1927 

17,038 

1 

0 

0 

nine. Figures relate to 
financial vcars 1924-25 to 

j 

i 

1928 

18,951 

0 

0 

1934-36. 


1 1929 

‘ 19,756 

1 

0 

0 



1930 

17,065 

0 

0 



, 1931 

14,874 

0 




: 1932 

1 

14,399 

0 

0 



1 193:1 

14,260 

0 

0 



1934 

11,339 

i 

0 

0 

i 

Bombay .. j 

j 

! 

1924 

1 

1 

i 

i 1,29,798 

1 

0 

0 


j 

1925 

1 86,834 

0 

0 



1926 

1 61,688 

0 

0 



1927 

i 79,869 

0 

0 



1928 

58,362 

0 

0 



1929 

94,109 

0 

0 



1930 

74,926 

0 

0 



1931 

63,386 

0 

0 


i 

19.32 

57,664 

0 

0 



1933 

63,307 

0 

0 



1034 1 

67,289 

0 

0 
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Province. 

Year. 

1 

Expenses inourred 

Bemarka. 

1 

2 

3 

4 



Hs. a. p. 


Bengal .. 

1924 

•• 



1925 

20.615 10 0 

These figures relate to 
financial years 1925-26 


1926 

24,780 3 6 

to 1933-34. Flares for 
1924-25 and 1934-35 ue 


1927 

18,125 4 0 

not available. The cost 
of quinine sold or distri- 


1928 

1 20,370 0 6 

buted free has not been 
included in these figures. 


1929 

21,526 13 3 

as the Government of 
Bengal manufacture 


1930 

19,825 13 3 

their own quinine. 


1931 

21.979 11 0 



1932 

26,169 15 9 

• 


1933 

33,435 15 9 



1934 

•• 


United FiroTinoei.. 

1924 

23,205 7 0 



1925 

34,761 8 2 



1926 

17,620 11 6 



1927 

23,045 0 10 



1928 

17,065 2 8 



1929 

28,530 6 6 



1930 

31,823 9 0 



1931 

31,734 13 0 



1932 

28,359 7 9 



1933 

33,391 13 11 



1934 

37,443 8 9 


Ponjeb .. 

1924 

71,995 0 0 

Figures relate to financial 

1925 

69,989 5 9 

years 1924-26 to 1934- 
35. 



1926 

67,915 15 0 



1927 

69,586 11 0 



1928 

68,007 13 0 
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1 

1 

Province. 

1 

1 

1 

Year. 1 

1 

1 

2 1 

KxpenaeR incurred. 

3 

Remarks. 

4 


1 

Rs. 

a. 

P- 


Punjab— contd. 

1929 

76,312 

14 

0 



1930 

77,724 

11 

0 



1931 

3.836 

12 

0 



1932 

1,635 

0 

3 



19.33 j 

2,970 

13 

6 



19.34 

40,874 

6 

0 


Purma .. 

1924 

->.'■.,176 

4 

0 

Figures for 1924-28 and 






1934 relate to cinchona 


1925 

23.786 

4 

0 

febrifuge only. 


1920 

21.480 

10 

0 



1927 

30,721 

14 

0 



1928 

27,162 

8 

0 



1929 

60,682 

2 

0 



1930 

68,467 

10 

0 



1931 

91,608 

4 

0 



1932 

66,447 

12 

0 



1933 

69,668 

2 

0 



1934 

24,866 

0 

0 


Bihar and Orissa 

1924 

43,206 

0 

0 



1926 

37,477 

0 

0 



1926 

16,041 

0 

0 



1927 

13,036 

0 

0 



1928 

15,0.64 

0 

0 



1929 

21,147 

0 

0 



1930 

1.3,086 

0 

0 



1931 

13,986 

0 

0 



1932 

6,031 

0 

0 



1933 

8,260 

0 

0 



1934 

8,009 

0 

0 
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m 


' 1 

1 

1 

Provinoe. | Year. 

! 

1 2 

Expenses incurred. Remftrl^k 

3 4 


Rs. 

a. 

P- 

Omtnl Proyinoes 1924 

70.969 

9 

0 

]92ri 

52,968 

5 

6 

1926 

55,092 

5 

6 

1927 

28,379 

13 

0 

1928 

11,552 

9 

0 

1929 

33,302 

15 

0 

1939 

32,931 

2 

9 

1931 

34,369 

13 

0 

1932 

34,131 

4 

3 

1933 

j 44,940 

12 

6 

1934 

1 44,459 

5 

0 

North-Wett Fiontier] Pro- 1924 

8,600 

0 

0 

▼bioeb 




1925 

8,600 

0 

0 

1926 

6,600 

0 

0 

1927 

5,820 

0 

0 

1928 

4,800 

0 

0 

1929 

4,800 

0 

0 

1930 

5,500 

0 

0 

1931 

6,000 

0 

0 

1932 

6,000 

0 

0 

1933 

7,500 

0 

0 

1934 

9,000 

0 

0 

AMam .. 1924 

24,096 

8 

0 

1925 

19,846 

8 

0 

1926 

19,398 

0 

0 

1927 

20,842 12 

0 

1928 

28,511 

6 

0 

1929 

26,906 12 

0 
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F^yinoe. 

1 


Year. Expenses incurred. Remarks. 


Assam amid. 


Baluchistan 


1 

Kb . 

a . 

p- 

1030 

30,291 

1 

8 

0 

1031 

\ 26,162 

f 

12 

0 

1932 

; 29,120 

16 

0 

1933 

j 36,800 

12 

6 

1934 

: 27,367 

i_ ___ _ - . 

1 

0 

1928 

1 

1 

6,011 

0 

0 

1929 

6,466 

0 

0 

1930 

6,612 

0 

0 

1931 

6,111 

0 

0 

1932 

3,876 

0 

0 

1933 

6,836 

0 

0 

1934 

7,682 

0 

0 

1924 

1,720 

0 

0 

1926 

1,680 

0 

0 


not available. 


2,286 0 0 
1,090 0 0 
680 0 0 
1,046 0 0 
1,720 0 0 
1,286 0 0 
460 0 0 
880 0 0 
916 0 0 


AJiiisr*Menrara 


1,031 0 0 Figures prior to 1929 
not available. 

1,637 1 0 
983 12 0 
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Province. 

1 

Year. 

2 

1 

1 Expensea inruired. 

i " 

Remarks. 

4 




1 

1 Hs. 

a. 

n.i 

A j mer-Merwara— contd. 


1932 

i 1,201 

0 

0 




1933 

i U031 

6 

0 




1934 

1 1,369 

6 

0 


Andaman ami Nicobar 

1924 

i 4.158 

8 

0 1 

Islands. 



1 


1 



1923 

3.273 

8 

0 . 



1026 

6,880 

0 




1927 

5,658 

0 

0 




1928 

! 2,103 

1 

0 

0 




1929 

2,319 

6 

"1 



1930 

i 6.590 

12 

ol 



1931 

5,386 

2 

0 1 

1 



j 1932 

, 4,982 

7 

1 

0 i 



^ 1933 

6,696 

0 

0 i 



1 1934 

3,144 

0 

o! 

('oorg 


i 1927 

1.322 

1 

0 

Figures prior to 1927 an* 



1 

; 



not available. 



1928 

! 953 

16 

0 




1929 

686 

7 

6 




1930 

1 

1 607 

9 

6 




i 1931 

1 611 

11 

0 




1932 

608 

1 

0 

“1 



1933 

1 398 

0 

9 ; 


1 

1934 

1 453 

14 

i 

9 1 

Information promised 

in reply to starred question 

No. 1352 asTced by Dr. N. B 


Khare, on the 2nd April, 

1935. 

Class of Empi.oyees 

ON State-Managed 

Railways who are pah 


Presidency Allowance. 


A Prenidenejr allowance as nteft ia not paid on the State-maiiag;ed Bailwaya except 
to two employeea (Banning Shed Foreman, Bamangachie and Tnapeetor of Worka, 
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Howrah), wiio are governed by the late Hast Indian Kailway Company Rules, and 
are given an allowance at tlie rate of Jis. 50 ])er mensem. This allowance will not !)•* 
pcriiiissiblc to subseiineiit holders of these posts, unless they arc governc<l by the old 
East Indian Rjiilway Company Rules. Local allowances are, however, paid at Homba,}, 
Calcutta and Rangoon as folknvs : 

Compenstory and local house rent allowances are granted to all gazetted officeis, 
stationed at Bojiibay, Calcutta (including Howrah .and LiTlooah) and Rangoon. Sub¬ 
ordinate staff at these st.ations .'ire granted the following allowances : 

At Bombay, a local house allowance (with a special local allowance for sub¬ 
ordinates drawing less th:ni Rs. 200 per ineusiin) is granted to all subordinate staff 
(including running staff) and clerical staff of all 4h‘partmeiits (excluding workmen 
in the shops, apprentices, coolies and other inferior servants). Inferior servjints 
employe<l in Bombay’ offices are granted a house allowance of Rs. 4 per mensem, if 
not provided with raihvsiy quarters. 

At Calcutta, .subordinate staff other than clerical staff are not granted any coiii- 
pensator\ local allowance except 8tatiou ►Siiperiiilendcnt, Cabin Master and Train 
Control staff. CJlerical sf;iff including draftsmen, typists, stenographers, etc., are 
granted a local or compensatory allowance, except in grades where the local allowance 
has been merged in pay. Inferior and lower paid staff are j)aid a zone allowance. 

.Vt Rangoon, all subordinates arc granted a house, allowncc. 


Infonirtatnm pronnsed ih rcjdy to starred q'le.diov No. 1461 ask(d by Mt, 
Mnhommad Aaimmt on the 4th Aqwil, 1936. 

(/OMMUNAL Composition or the Injhan Staff in the Office of the High 

Commissioner for India. 


(a) Ho. 

(h) 82 Indians of whom 27 are Bengali Hindus. 

(c) Eight. 

(d) 12. Of these, one has been filled by a Hindu and none by a Muslim, as no 
suitable Muslim candidates were .available. It nniy be mentioned that, though the 
provisions of the Government of India Resolution of the 4th July, 1034, cannot in 
view of the exceptional conditions of recruitment of Indians in England, be made 
applicable in their entirety to the offices under the control of the High Commissioner 
for India, the question of recruiting suitable Muslims for those offices always receives 
the personal attention of the High Commissioner. 


Inforw^ation prowued in reply to question A o. 1493 asked by Mr, Ram 
Narayan Singh on the 4th April 1935, 

Grievances of Travelling Ticket Examiners on the East Indian 

Railway. 

(a) I am not clear what information exactly is wanted by the Honourable Member. 
If he is referring to the enhanced rates of daily allowances payable to officers and 
subordinates visiting Calcutta on duty, the ordinary rate of daily allowance (and 
not double this rate) is only admissible for visits to Howrah on duty. The daily 
allowance is admissible only to officers and subordinates whoso headquarters are outside 
Howrah. On the other hand, if the Honourable Member is referring to the local 
allowances paid to officers and subordinates stationed at Calcutta and Howrah (includ¬ 
ing Lillooali). I would refer him to the reply relating to Calcutta laid on the table 
to the question by Dr. N. B. Khare No. 1352. I should add that the scale of a local 
allowance granted has no relation to the daily (travelling) allowance which is given for 
n different purpose. 

Travelling Ticket Examiners are entitled to the same privileges as other 
subordinates, except that they are granted a consolidated travelling allowance in licui 
of duty allowances. 
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Tnforitiofum jmniincd iv rrply to jmrt (6) of dniied (jnedion Ao. 1542 nsked ly 
Mr. Muhanmuid Azhar AU on tJie 5th April, 1935. 

Certain Benefits for Mistries ani> Mechanics of the Posts and 

Teleorapiis Department. 

(b) The total number of posts of mistries and mechanics in the non-pensionable 
cadre, is IHS and 8 respectivel 3 \ The mistries and mechanics look after all instruments, 
power plants and battery installations in telegraph offices and telephone exchanges 
and attend to minor repairs of such a)>paratiis. Tlu-y also look after electric installa¬ 
tions in Post and Telegraph offices and installations »>f electric bells and clocks. 


I^LECTION OF A MEMBER TO THE STANDING ADVISORY 
nOMAHTTEE FOR THE INDIAN POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS 
DEPARTMENT. 

Mr President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : f ha\e t<> 
inform tin* Assembly that upto 12 Noon on Wednesday, the 11th Sep- 
Iember, 19:1.1, the time fixed for receiving nominations for the Standing 
Advisory Committee for the Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department, 
only one nomination was received. As there is only one vacancy I 
declare Mr. J. Ramsay Scott to be dulj’’ elected to the Standing Ad¬ 
visory Committee for the Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department. 


THE CRIMINAL LAW AJVIENDMENT BILL—conrld. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Th<‘ House 

JO will now resume consideration of the following motion moved 

by the Honourable the Horae Member : 

' ‘ That the Bill to fimend the Criminal Law be taken into consideration. ’ * 

Mr. N. M, Joshi (Nominated Non-Official) : Sir, I am very grateful 
to you for permitting me to put in a brief plea on behalf of human freedom. 
The legislation which the Assembly has been considering is one of a series 
of repressive Acts, firstly, restricting personal freedom in legitimate acti¬ 
vities, and, secondly, investing the executive with powers which should 
belong to the judiciary. Legislation of this kind is abhorrent to my 
instincts and inconsistent with principles which I have imbibed during the 
course of my education and public life. When the original legislation was 
discussed in this Legislature in 1932, I had opposed it. I felt that such 
legislation unnecessarily restricts our freedom. It was said that we should 
not place too much value upon abstract principles of freedom. I do not 
share that view. I feel that abstract principles of freedom are of great 
value and we should try to follow them as much- as possible. However, 
admit ling that abstract principles require to be modified in real life, 1 
wuld like to consider this legislation from a practical point of view as it 
affects the working classes of this country. I feel the Honourable the Home 
Member was unnecessarily pessimistic about his reading of the present 
situation. I think he and the supporters of the Government unneces¬ 
sarily sti^ed the difference between the suspension and the withdrawal 
of the Civil Disobedience Movement. I feel there is no difference 
hetwwn suspension and withdrawal. There is nobody in this House who 
■will insist upon any one of us here swearing an oath that we shall never 
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oiror <-ivil resistance to a Icfrislatiou, however outrageous, however unjust 
That legislation mav be. (Opposition ones of Hear, hear .) l 
woiidor whether tlie Ilonoiirablc the Home Member himself will swear an 
oatli that, he will never offer resistance to a legislation, however unjust 
that lejrislatioii mav be. 1 feel that the terrorist movement in this 
eouiiirv is, fortunately for us, admittedly declining. The economic 
depivssioii has not only^'educed the strength of the Communist movement, 
but has brought the ordinary labour movement to a very low level. Uii- 
fortiiiiately, in our country, there are communal clashes ; but 1 have 
every hope that, with the passing of the Government of India Act, provid¬ 
ing for adc(iuate separate representation to all the minorities and making 
Starutory provision for giving to the minorities their due share in tlie 
public services, eommunal ill-will in this country is sure to diminish. I, 
th(*rerore, feel that, in the present situation of the country, there was 
absolutely no justification for the legislation which the Government of 
India have brought forward before the Assembly. 

With your permission. Sir, I shall now very briefly examine the various 
clauses of the Bill ; and, being interested in the welfare of the working 
classes, T shall first take up the clause referring to picketing. Picketing: 
when accompanied by intimidation, obstruction, violence or encroachment oir 
private property, can be dealt with under the ordinary law. I haw: got 
some experience of how the magistrates deal with picketing during strikes. 
In nine strikes out of ten, the magistrates have succeeded, legitimately or 
sometimes illegitimately, in putting down picketing; and I, therefore, feel 
that there was absohitely no reason why this clause should have been intro¬ 
duced as affecting the working classes of this countr>\ Picketing moans 
peaceful persuasion and I feel that this is a right which the working classes 
value as being necessary for the maintenance of their standards of life. 
There is no method by which the working classes of this country or of any 
country can maintain their standards of life and also better their standards 
of life, without, sometimes, refusing to work for their employers. To 
refuse to work unless the conditions are satisfactory is a right of every 
human being. That action is sometimes called a strike. I feel that on 
some occasions a strike is not only desirable, but extremely necessary if 
the interests of the working classes are to be protected ; and if a strike 
is declared by a majority of members in an industry, is it not the duty of 
the majority to try to persuade tJie minority to join tliem in that strike t 
I feel it is not only the right of the majority of workers to persuade the 
minority to join them in their strike, but it* is their clear duty to do so. 
By enacting this section against peaceful picketing or peaceful persuasion, 
I feel that the Government of India are putting themselves on the side of 
the iMiiployers. The justification given by the Honourable the Comuierce 
Meiubi r and the Honourable the Ilome Member is that there is no such 
thing as peaceful picketing. I admit on certain occasions picketing leads 
to violence ; but what justification has the Honourable the Home Member 
or the Commerce Member to say that violence is due to the action of the 
working classes ? When the working classes resort to picketing, what do 
tlie employers do J The employers try to collect together, not bona fide 
workers, but rowdies in the town and send them into the factory with the 
object of either frightening the workers who are on strike or someiiines of 
deliberately creating violence. It is not, therefore, right to say that 
violence is due to tlie action of the working classes or the workers. If 
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picketing is to be prohibited because it leads to violence, not necessarily 
by the action of the workers, may I ask, Mr. President, why should not 
black-legging be made illegal ? Unfortunately, black-legging is resorted 
to by the employers, and the Government of India, by passing this legisla¬ 
tion, are anxious to place themselves on the side of the employers. {Cries of 
“ Shame from Congress Party Benches.) 

]\lr. President, the next section of this legislation with which i should 
like to deal very briefly is the section dealing with illegal organizations. It 
•was said that this section is only a complementary section of another Act 
passed in 1908. Let me make it quite clear. Sir, that I am opposed to that 
Act also, and if 1 am opposed to the Act of 1908, I must oppose what is 
called a complementary or supplementary legislation to that Act. Krcedoni 
4)f association is another right greatly valued by the working classcc^. 

Prof. N. 6. Ranga (Guntur mm Nelh)n‘ : Xon-Muhaminadaii 
Itiiral) : And peasants also. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : And, by passing this legislation, the Government 
ul! India is taking away that right. Mr. President, during last year, the 
Oovcnniient of India declared certain labour organizations illegal. I do 
not know if tlie Government of India had inquired whether the majority 
of tile members of tliese organizations were Communists. I am &ure that 
liie majority of I lie members of these organizations were not Communists. 
If tlirre were an\ (Joiuniiinists in those organizations, their number was 
extremely small , and even if some members of these organizations wore 
Coinmunists, is it a sufficient ground to declare an orga.nizatiori illegal and 
lo suiipress it that a few of its members are Communists ? 1 know that 

most )i the organizations which were declared illegal were not engaged in 
doing any revolutionary work. They may have carried out a few strikes, 
but I am sure tliere is no evidence to show that tliey were engaged in revo¬ 
lutionary activities. I feel that legislation declaring organizations illegal 
will be very harmful to the interests of the working classes. It may be 
said that the Unions with which I am connected, or others who arc of the 
same view as myself are connected, have not yet been declared illegal. 
But what guarantee is there that, when you have a law on the Statute-book 
wbicli can declare almost any organization illegal, the organizations with 
whicli 1 am connected and the organizations with which my friends are 
connected will not be declared illegal next year or the year after that s 
Mr. President, I do not wish to deal any more with the details of this sec- 
1 ion. 

1 shall now say a word. Sir, about the sections dealing with propa¬ 
ganda. It was said that the section penalising re-publication of an article 
or a book which is proscribed or forfeited follows as a matter of logical 
sequence. I fail to understand how there is a logical sequence between 
the forfeiture of a book by Government by executive action and making 
the re-publication of that book a penal offence. The first act itself may 
be a wrong thing, the proscription of a book may be an unjust action, 
and, if that is so, the re-publication of that book cannot be made a penal 
offence. If there is a logical sequence at all, it can only be in the for¬ 
feiture of a book and the proscription of the re-published copies. But it 
is wrong by executive action to forfeit a book, and, then, when that book 
is re-published, consider it to be an offence. The original forfeiture may 
be a mistake unless that forfeiture was investigated and declared right 
by a judicial inquiry. 
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jlr. President, the Honourable Member, the District Magistrate of 
.Midiiapore, asked -do we want men of straw to own presses and papers ? 
T df> not know, Sir, what the financial position of the Honourable Meiril^er 
is. Ho may be a wealthy n^ian, but T want to ask him whether the poor 
j)eople. the common people of this country, have absolutely no right to 
express their views by means of a newspaper or to maintain a press in 
order to express their views ? Why does he insist that the printing 
indiislry and the newspapers should alwAays be in the hands of wealthy 
peo])|e ; I was surprised, Sir, to hear that phrase ‘‘ men of straw ” from 
a Disti'iet Magistrate. T had always felt, Mr. President, that District 
Magistrates claimed to proiteet the poor people of this country. I never 
thought that a man, appointed specially to protect the poor people of this 
coiin(i\, would have that contempt for the common people of this country. 
1 shall not say anything more on that point. 

Mr. President, I do not wish to deal with the details of the section 
dealing with the press, but 1 would like to make one reiivirk as regards the 
secliony which are intended to put down any propaganda which discour¬ 
ages leeriiitment either to the military or to the police service. Tliat 
clause will ])i*ohibit even mere propaganda on behalf of wdiat I may call 
pacificism. There are men in this world who do not bolien'e in wars or in 
the military forces. Have they no right at all to say that tlie Govern- 
rmmts Jiave no business \o mainiain an army for wars ? If tomorrow I 
pnlilish an article saying that the police in this country are not i)n)perly 
paid, and if some magistrate takes the view that my statement has dls- 
(‘ouiaged n'cruitnient-to the ])olice, 1 shall he liable for prosecution. I feel, 
Sir. tlial all these sections dealing with picketing, illegal organizations and 
iJie press r(»striet onr freedom without any justification. 

It was said, !Mr. President, that it is always better to prevent <i wrong 
being done. I agn'c with the general principle that |)reven1ion is better 
than cure. The real difliculty in handing over flowers to oiir magistrates 
and ihc authorities in general is the fact that we have no conlidence in 
them. Onr experience lias shown that the preventive powers given t(» the 
magistrates in tliis country have not been jiroperly used. They imagine 
dangers and risks where tliey do not exist. 

r shall not detain the House by detailing many examples which have 
come in my experience, bnt I shall give a few. There woif; a strike in the 
province of Madras a few years ago. The backbone of the strik<‘ was 
broken, but some of the workers kepi out of the factory, merely heivni^e 
they felt ashamed to join work after having gone on strike. My Ilonour- 
able friend, ]Mr. Givi, and myself felt that it was wrong to allow these 
people to suflVr. So, both of us together went to that filace with the in¬ 
tention of telling those pe(»ple to go to w^ork immediately. I can swear 
on oath that T had no other intention. T persuaded the leaders of the men 
of the rightness of the ctHirse wdiich 1 thought they should follow. Tlie 
leaders asked me and Mr. Giri to address a meeting next day. The meet¬ 
ing was held, we went tlierc. bnt an order Avas served both on Mr. Giri 
and myself {Cries of ‘‘ Shame from the Congress Party Benches) that 
our speeches were likely to cause bloodshed. It is only one example. 

I Avill give you another, a more recent one. 

Hast year, there was a strike of textile workers in Bombay. That 
strike has been dec^lared legal both by the (Uiief Presidency Magistrate 
of Bombay and the High Court of Bombay. During that strike, some 
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people took a leading part. The Government of Bombay, under the new 
emergency legislation, put in jail about 20 people, who were leading the 
strike, without trial. Mr. President, I shall give the latest example that 
has happened. Between Poona and Bombay, there is a place called 
Ambernath ■where there is a match factory. Only a few months ago, 
there was a strike there, and, without any i)rovocation on the 
workers tliere, the magistrate issued an order that within some miles of 
the factory no meeting should be held and that not even a leaflet should 
be distributed. {An Honourable Member : They have done it in 

Malabar also.’') In sjnte of these restrictions, the strike was settled by 
negotiation. After the strike was settled, a friend of mine, who is in¬ 
terested in the workers of that factory, issued a leaflet exjdaining to tlie 
woikcrs the terms of the settlement. The magistrate hauled ui) that 
gentleman {Cries of ‘‘ Shame ” from the Congress Party Benches) and 
fined him Rs. 200. With these experiences, Mr. President, do you expect 
me to invest the magistrates with these preventive ])owers '! ((U'irs of 
‘‘ No, no ” from the Congress Party Benches.) 

I shall say only a few w'ords now as to whether this legislation is 
likely to serve the (diject fur which it is interuled. It is said that this 
legislation is intended to put down te’^rorisni. Many speakers have sf)oki?n 
on this point at lengHi, hv.r I sliall say only one thing. I feel that if 
terrorism can at all be put down, it can only be done with the co-opera¬ 
tion of the eomuion people of the province in wdiieh terrorism exists. 
Unfortunately, in our present political situation, co-operation from the 
common people cannot be expected. Secondly, if wo consider the e<‘ono- 
mic situation of tin* province, 1 hold very strongly tliat so long as the p( r- 
manent zemindari sysienj wdth all its ramifications of first degree*, second 
degree, tentli degree of landlordism exists in Bengal, it will not be easy 
to reduce unemployment In that province. 

I feel that if the communal hatred is to be wdped out from our country, 
it can be done so, not by negative means of legislation, but by positive and 
constructive efl'orts. So long as there is religious fanaticism in this 
country, so long as there is religious orthodoxy in this country, communal 
hatred will remain, riifortunately, the greatest supjiorter of the 
religious ortiiodoxy in this country is the Governnieiit of India. 

T have said, during the last Session of the Assembly, that T am not, a 
Communist. I agree with a part of the ])hilosophy which the Com¬ 
munists preach, but T do not believe in the dictatorshij) oven of the pro¬ 
letariat. r do not also believe in the use of mass violence in which the 
('ornmunists believe. Although I hold that constitutional agitation and 
parliamentary method will give me what I want, T equally feel that the 
Communists have a right to say that constitutional methods and parlia¬ 
mentary work may not lead us to the goal which w’e all w’ant to reach 
1 feel. Ml*. President, that if Government are anxious that the people of 
this country should have a strong faith in constitutional agitation and 
parliamentary method, it will be wrong for Government to prevent discus¬ 
sion between the merits of constitutional agitation and Communism. If 
Communism is to be prohibited from this country on the ground that it 
preaches the use of violence, may T ask w’^hether the GoA^'crnraeiit of India 
have taken any steps to prohibit the entry of Fascist and Nazi ideas into 
this country f What is Nazism if it is not Communism in a different 
Form t 

Prof. N, G, fianga : Organised hooliganism. 
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Mr. N. M. Joshi : Why don’t the Qovprnraent of India prohibit 
Nazi ideas coming into India t I feel that if Communism is not to be 
allowed into this country, that can happen only by two means. There 
must be perfect freedom of expression of views, and, secondly, con¬ 
structive steps should be taken promptly and on a much vaster scale. I do 
not wish to deal with tliis point any further, but I should like to say that 
legislation of this kind which restricts our liberty hangs on our minds 
as a constant nightmare. It Is all very well for people, who sit on my 
left and who fliomselves are the magistrates exorcising authority to say 
that the law will be a})plied only to those who break it. The others 
have no fear. It is all very well for my Friend, Mr. James, to say that 
the law will only be applied to those >vho break it. The law is not likely 
to be applied lo any European.^. If you will permit me a little exaggera¬ 
tion, I shall say. Mr. President, tliat if the Honourable gentleman from 
Jlidnapore or Mr. James commits a murder in broad daylight in this 
country. 1 am not sure wliether any one of them will be lianged. Legisla¬ 
tion of this kind frightens us. It hinders the free expression of our views. 
Tt prevents free action t)n our part. We must, therefore, continue to 
('ppose such legislation. 

Mr. President, before I elase, may I say a word about what my 
Honourable friend, Mr. James, said yesterday. He said in England free¬ 
dom is given, because the English people deserve freedom. The Honour¬ 
able the ('oimneree IVreniber said that the English people have a sen'-e of 
liumour. The English people may have a .sense of humour, but may I ask 
him whether it is easy to develop that sense of humour under the condi¬ 
tions in which wo live ! Tliat sense of humour is developed in England, 
because in England there is freedom of speech, freedom of association 
and freedom of action. The English people maintain that sense of 
humour, because the BritisJi Parliament is supreme. The Englishman 
has a faith that, whatever he wants, he can achieve through his T^arlia- 
ment and through hi.s ]datform and pre.ss. Indians have not got that 
faith. If our Government will create those conditions of confidence in 
the Government, if they will give us freedom, if they will give us self- 
government, I am quite sure, Indians will also develop a sense of humour. 
IJnfortunately for us, Avhen Britishers, who love freedom and self-govern¬ 
ment. leave their country for imperialist adventures which they try to 
ennoble by calling them imperialist responsibilities, they lose faith 
in freedom and self-government. May I suggest to them that, in order 
that they should be true to their traditions as Britishers, in order to be 
true to their history, as freedom-loving people, even when they go out to 
further their imperialistic responsibility, tliey should maintain their faith 
in freedom and in self-government. I hope, Sir, that the Government of 
India will withdraw this legislation, and, if they do not do it, T hope that 
this Legislative Assembly will throw it out. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division : Muhammadan Rural) : 
Sir, in 1932, the Government of India brought forw'ard a Bill which was 
intended to be a permanent legislation and those Honourable Members, 
who haVe seen the provisions of that Bill, as it was introduced in 1932, 
will find that it w^as somewhat different from the form in which it emerged 
out of the Select Committee. There was a» suggestion that amendments 
to the Indian Penal Code should be made. This was objected to by the 
Members of the Assembly at that time. The idea of the Select Committee 
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was accepted by the Government, and this Bill was made for three years. 
1 happened to be a member of the Select Committee, and the reason why 
we proposed three years at that time was that it was believed in 1932 
that the Federal Assembly would be set up by 1934 and we thought thrUt 
the present Government should have these powers and that the future 
Government also must have this for one year extra. We thought that 
the present Government should exercise this power up to 1934 when the 
new Constitution was coming in. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non •Muhammadan) : You thought, but 
not the Committee. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh and Mr. Azhar Ali walked 
out of the Committee. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : The Ilonourai>ie Member has been 
long enough in the Asseml)ly to know that I meant the majority of the 
body, 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali (Delhi : General) : You said “ We 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : I am saying “ We ” in tlie sense 
I said just now. It was considered desirable that the Act should remain 
in force for three yeais. Unfortunately, Federation has been postponed. 
We are now in 1935, and we have got no Federation yet. That might 
come after several years. AVe do not know liow long afterwards it will 
euiiie. Our cdiicf idea at that time in making the life of the Bill three 
years \vas that the new Legislature must have freedom to deal with the 
laws as it tlmuglit fit in 1935. This is the real point. My Honourable 
friends, who were in the old Assembly, might remember the circumstances 
that existed in 1931 and 1932. We w^ere having hartals every day. 
Hartals w’cre the fashion of the day. Peo])le were forced to ohserxe hartals. 
Volunteers forced people to observe hartals when they w^ere not willing to 
do so, but this they (lid simply to please them. Wlienever somebody was 
interned, tliere used to be a hartal in liis honour almost every day. People 
coming from my province will Ixvir me out when I say that hartals w^re 
forced by the volunteers. They were not the actions of the Congress 
leaders. They were the actions of the Congress volunteers and peof)le 
A\ho weJit in the name of the Congress volunteers. People were not allowed 
to have their own w^ay, and, in my province, it was coming to be a source 
(if great evil and annoyance to the poor shop-keepers, who w^ere asked to 
close their shops, because they could not on this account earn their own 
Jiveliliood. The poor lontjawallas, for instance, were asked not to ply their 
fiWfjas^ simply because one man or another had been sent to jail ! For 
the sake of this and that person going to jail, poor tongawallas were asked 
not to ply their tongas and they had to leave their w^ork ! Now, the ])oor 
tongawalla had to feed his horses and had to feed himself, his wdfe and 
iiis children. Where from could he do this, except by borrowing from the 
money-lenders w^hom he could never repay ? T know it for a fact that in 
s(weral cases the tong<malla$ suffered so much that they had to part wdth 
Iheir tongas and had to sell their horses in order to pay off debts. 
(Juterruptions.) This Wf^s becoming tbe fashion of tlie day, and the blame, 
of course, did not lie with the leaders, but on the followers whom they 
could not control. And, why ? Once a spirit had been created, once an 
atmosphere had been created, everybody wanted to out-shine the other 
man and everybody was anxious to become the leader at that time, because, 
by showing that he.had spirit, tliis spirit of terrorising the people, 
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he would be called a leatlei*. This was in 1931 ; md l may remind Honour¬ 
able Members—and liere 1 am dealing only with i)icketing—when Ilhagat 
Singh was executed, on that day, here, in the Assembly, my old irieiid, 
wJu” is not here today nnl oilnnately, and I do not know wdiat has hap- 
ps^ned to him, Mr. Kangacliariar, who was the Leader of the Opposition, 
w^ilked out with his paj’ty Irom the Assembly, and he said tlial that action 
was taken as a demonstration and as a protest against the execution 
of lliiagat Singh, And, ui)on liis walking out from tlie Assembly on that 
day, I lie press gace publicity to the new s in hold letter head lines saying 
tlial, lieroes w’ere executed, ami similar other things. The result was tnat 
everyhody was asked in Imli-i to oh>erve hartal. People in (\-nvnp'ore 
NV'UV asked lo oIimu-vc hartal. The Ooiigress leaders and the (hmgrcss 
volunleers gave \ent to their feelings also on the Muhammadfni ,sho])s 
in (Jawnpore and wanted lo force the owners to close their shoj)S. Now, 
those peojile na1nran\ resented, and tliey said : “ wv‘ are not to 

close our sliops but wdiat the result wrh —Ilonouralde Mendjcrs know 
full well ! Thousands of pco])]e were butchered, thousands of people 
WTro killed, women and children.... 

Mr. M. Asaf All : What ? Thousands ? 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : Men atid women died of burns as a 
result of houses being set on fire. 'Hiis is the story of Cawnporc. 

An Honourable Member : Tt is all wrong. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : Please do not interrupt me. 
Honourable Members ought to have the patience to hear wdiat is unpleas¬ 
ant to them. (Hear, hear.) The fact is tliat whatever (Aiwnpore suffered 
from, it suffered on account of unrestricted picketing. (Hear, hear.; If 
piekeling had not been resorted to in (^awnpore, the people there would 
not have suffered from all these evil effects from which the City has been 
suffering even today. And, Sir, we had not only such terrible tilings in 
Cawnpore, where thousands of people died as a result thereof, but tlie 
effect of that picketing is that even today there is strained feeling betw’een 
Hindus and Muliammadans, and they are not carrying on their peaceful 
pr^ifession of trade and commerce as they did in the gopd, old days. 
The repencussions w^re found not only in Cawnpore, but we had also 
the Bombay riots, w^e had in Agra a communal riot, we had in Ajodhya 
a commun^ riot wdiich came up after that, w^e had riots all over the pro¬ 
vinces. And, tlien, the press took up the side of all these picketers and 
it painted all these people as heroes,—^which, of course, tliey really were 
not. People excited each other, and there was communal antagonism, 
and all this was very undesirable. Sir, if people had any responsibility, 
if it was our desire to see that there should not be any communal tension, 
if people wanted that peaceful avocations should go on, if people wished 
that murders and riots and other disorders should not happen, if people 
desired that women and children should not thus be exposed to dangers 
and harm, the position would have been different. But the volunteers 
\vent on causing excitement, and there was grave disorder, and this was 
the state of affairs when this Act was enacted. There is another thing. 
Even up here, Honourable Members were stopped by picketing from 
entering the Liegislative Assembly. Ladies came here and waited at the 
entrances and they wanted Members not to enter the Assembly Chamber. 
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Some of my Honourable friends once said that the letters “M.L. A.’’ 
meant “ a member of the lunatic asylum ; well, they came to that lunatic 
asylum themselves, and those very people were forced to come and to sit 
here. 

An Honourable Member : There are certain habituals. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : This was the state of things then, and 
that became the fasliion, and, therefore, there was no other help. The 
volunteers continued to annoy the shopkeepers and others, and, of course, 
this could not b(j allowed to go on for ever, and it was all this which led 
to communal tousion ail over the country. Then, as regards the press, 
when Bhagat Singh threw a bomb in the Assembly Chamber, what did we 
learn from the press ? Was he condemned because the sanctity of this 
House had been violated ? The sanctity of this forum even was not 
obsci’ved. Tliese people ucv'er thoiiglit that if a man wanted to k’ll tlie 
Members of the ])resent Government, and if they were killed, there would 
be other people who would like to kill the Members of the future succeeding 
Governments ; that if a bomb is thrown into the Assembly on account of 
the fact that somebody does not agree with the present system oL' Govern¬ 
ment or with ibc dectls of the present Government, then he would have in 
future some other person who, because he does not agree with the then 
Government, might wish to throw bombs on the future Home Members. 
Now, lliat is what nobody can tolerate in any country. In my province, in 
fact in my own constituency in Aligarh, the Congress people came up and 
started the iio-rcnl campaign, they wanted tliat no rent should be yiaid 
to zamindars, and much excitement was got up against the zamindars. 
And who was chosen as the tai'get of the attack ? A most powerful and 
influential man, a great zamindar, Nawab Bahadur Sir MiihaTumad 
Muzanimilullah Khan, who was for many years a Member of the Central 
Legislature ; he was chosen for attack, the programme was chalked out 
that his temuits should not pay any rent to him, and the whole attack was 
launched on one man and one man alone. The Congress did not choose 
any other person ; tliey did not like to excite the peasants of other people ; 
they chose only one man, Nawab Baliadur Sir Muhammad MuzammiMlah 
Khan. Ilis o&late was the only place in tlie whole of the district of 
Aligarh whore no-rent cam]jaign was carried on. He is a powerful man, 
and he showed to the world that he could meet the situation very well. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions : Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural) : Did he not crush his tenants ! 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : He has never tortured his tenants. 
His tenants Jove him like their father. He has saved his tenants from 
the hands of the money-lenders. He has never allowed any money-lender 
to enter into his estate, and that was the reason why he was chosen as a 
target. If my Honourable friend wants to know the real facts, I can tell 
him. It was after this no-rent campaign in his estate that when a zamin¬ 
dar in Allahabad went to collect his rent, he was victimised and for seven 
miles blood stains were found, and, out of the zamindar and his followers, 
only one man escaped to tell this story. Now, Sir, the point of my argu¬ 
ment is this : TVhat was the condition at that time and what is the condi¬ 
tion now f If we find peace in the country today, it is all due to this 
Act. If this Act had not come into force, all these things would not have 
been controlled. If the Act of 1932 had not been in force, we would not 
have been able to see the Congress Party decorating those Benches today. 
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lt> Las created a good effect in another way. The Act of 1932 has brought 
the Honourable Members opposite to co-operate in the enactment of legis- 
iation of the country rather than be its critics from outside. Whatever 
their views may be, they have, by coming into this House, created soJiie 
satisfaction in the country. When they remained outside the Legislatures, 
they were merely agitating the people and leading them to violence. By 
coming into this House, they have created a healtliy influence at least so 
far as Civil Disobedience is concerned. If they had been fodowiiig Civil 
Disobedience, they would not have been here. They have stopped it and 
that has createa a healthy influence, and that is the direct result of this 
Act of 1932. 1 would like to hear from the Benches, whidi are decorated 
by my Honourable friends on the other side, to give me any concrete 
example to sIjow that picketing in such and such cases did not cud in 
violence. Also 1 would like to know what justification they have for that 
section of the press w^hich excites one community against the other. 

My friend, Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury, (pioted the case of tlie 
Comrodef and 1 know why he quoted it, but does the case of the Comrade 
come umler tlie purview of tlic present Bill with w^hich we are dealing ? 
It ha.s nothing to do with this. Even the Act of 1932 is going to be juodi- 
fied by the Act of 1935, and we have got nothing there to fear a (‘ase like 
this. My friend, Mr. Abdul Matin (Tliaudhury, said that he was an apostle 
of the Hindu-Muslim unity, and I was glad to hear that remark, because 
there is no oiliei person who is more anxious for this unity than 1 am. 

1 am one of those wdio believe that the progress of the country depends 
upon the solution of the communal problem. Sir, this country cannot 
make any progress as long as w^e have got that communal tension. That 
Lad beeii the cause of our downfall, and that will be the cause of keeping 
us down in the future. 

Now, Sir what is the press going to be stopped from ? The press is 
going to be stopped from ])romoting feelings of enmity or hatred hetwien 
different clashes of Ilis Majesty’s subjects. Sir, you cannot improve the 
coTlditioris in the country unless you prevent the press from disseminating 
(‘ominunal literature which is driving one community against the other. 
Th(‘ first thing that the ])ross should ilo is to learn how’ to settle down 
differences between various communities. The liberty of the press d^es 
not lie in this tlud we should give them licence to say anything wdia^evci* 
they like. My friend said that 61 Muslim papers had been suppressed 
and that the responsibility would lie on the shoulders of those Mussahnan 
Momhers wdio would voU* for this Bill May T ask him one question ? Tf 
he Imlicves in the unity of the Mus^^nlmans and the PTindus, vvhv should 
hp not believe in the unity of the different sections of Mussalmans iLein- 
selves. Tf he believes that the Mussalmans must first set up their house 
in order, then ho will find that most of the papers that have been sup¬ 
pressed were the papers which had been exciting one class against the 
other. He dul hot quote a single instance, but may I give him the illus- 
tralinh of a few papers ? There is a paper called Al-Najw, of Tjucknow 
which published bn the, 1st Tune, 1934, very nasty articles against the 
^^liiay. Tt said that the' humber of Shias wAs only about 18,000 in the 
of Lucknow, and it bxcitbd the feelinfl^s of the Sunnis against them. 
Another edition of tliis very paper w^as published on the 25th of August, 
1031, in which the editor w^rbte a very nasty article about' a personality 
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which is held in the very highest respect by the Mussalmans. In fact, it 
is next to that of the prophet himself. I mean the personality of llazrat 
All Karam-uIlah-o-Wajho. This man said about him that lie was 
licentious and he indulged in his lust. If a paper publishes an article of 
that kind, Avill my Honourable friend, Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury, ask 
any Mussidman to come forward and defend that paper simply because 
it was a TMusIim organ If Probably my friend will not defend that i)aper 
at all. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar All (Tiucknow and Pyzabad Divisions : 
Muliaujinadan Kural) : I refuse to believe that story. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : I have given tho date of that paper. 
It W'as puhJished on the 25tli August, 1934. I do not think It is worth 
while to repeat those nasty words which he wrote. 'Fliey are so bad. 

An Honourable Member : Is that communalisin i 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : My Honourable Eriend understands 
1 PM commuiialism that it is tiglit betw^een Hindus and 

Muhammadans. That is iiot the case. Even a light 
bohvceii »Shias and Sunnis is also commuiialism. 

There was anotlicr ])aper, called AUNnqid of Cawnpore, which wrote 
on llie 19th August, 1J)34, very nasty things about Hindus, and tliat triecl 
to create ill-feeling between Ilindus and Muslims. That paper wrote a 
very nasty article about Hindu women—all those nasty things are not 
worth mentioning in this House, and so I will not repeat them. That 
paper wrote about Hindu ladies and young boys coining within tlio pro¬ 
visions of the Sarda Act, and, in this way, that article incited hatred 
between Hindus and Muslims. Well, will my Honourable friend, standing 
up as the apostle of Hinclu-Muslim unity, say that that paper should be 
allowed to continue its nefarious action of inciting hatred between the 
two (‘Ommunities ? T say that such a paper is a great harm to the com¬ 
munity, and that it is a disgrace to the Muslim community. 

Then, there w^as another paper at Patna which wrote on the 23rd 
May, 193b. with reference to two Honourable Members of this House. 
It asked, whether there was no Muhammad Amin ? My Honourable 
friends must know what it meant. Muhammad Amin was the man who 
killed Rajpal. This paper wanted that another Muhammad Amin should 
come up to deal with those two Honourable Members of the Assembly. 

An Honourable Member : Probably you are tha^ “ Muhammad 
Amin ^vIlo wanted to incite people. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : Certainly I would have coiideniiicd 
it, if any pav)er asked that my Honourable friends Mr. Fuzlul Iluq or 
Maulana Sliaukat Ali should be murdered. My Honourable friends seem 
to think that if a paper wrote like that, it was not exciting people to 
murder. This happened not in 1934, but in 1935. This article was written 
in May, 1955. Then, that paper was very rightly suppressed in Patna. 
My Honourable friends will perhaps say that it was not justifiable. Tf 
more examples are wanted, I can easily quote. There are hundreds of 
such instances which I kept in my file, but unfortunately I burnt them all 
last year. There may be persona who agree with my views and there may 
be other persons who might disagree with me. My religion teaches : 

" Ldkiim dindkum wcUe yad/m,^* 

' * oil are pleased with what ypii believe -to be right, and .1 am pleased with what 
I believe tp be^riglit,'' . . .v!, .... 
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This is the principle which luy religion preaches. That is wliat )iiy 
Prophet has taught me. You must leave me alone. I do not want to 
interfere with what other people believe to be right. I do not want that 
another man should be killed, simply because he disagrees with me. That 
may be the philosophy of other people, but that is not mine. That is not 
my phase. No two human beings are similar. My Prophet teaches me 
that I should not interfere with other men's ideas. 

Now, coming to the liberty of the press, I say liberty is quite different 
from license. My Prophet teaches that you are at liberty to do whatever 
you like, provided that does not interfere with the inherent rig^hts of 
others. You arc at liberty to go and earn by hard work, but you are not 
at liberty to go and steal. Islamic law says that if a man steals, his hands 
should be cut off. So, this kind of license, namely, stealing is not allowed. 
He is to be stopped from stealing. If stealing is permitted, it w^ould mean 
that you are abusing the principle of liberty. It is license which must be 
discriminated from liberty. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali : Where have you read all these ? 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : My Honourable friend will not read 
any book and he does not know anything. So it is no use to cure the 
incorrigible man. The point is, whether circumstances are such that we 
should allow the press to incite hatred among the different communities 
and different sections of Muslims, We should not give this power to the 
press, rather wq should control the press from doing such mischief. How¬ 
ever laudabie an object it may be to have a free press, it should not be 
allowed lo (treate ill-feeling bet^veeii the Hindus and Muslims. At the 
present inoineiit, the two communities are goijig to vsettle down to wo^’k 
the new' Constitution. We have had bad times, and, in the interest of 
the future of India’s progress, w^e should come to an amir-able under¬ 
standing uJid live like brothers. The only object of this Bill is to create 
pea(*o iuul »mt allow the press to ereat dissension. Why should any ]U'ess, 
which Avill confine its activities to legitimate ])roi)ortioTis, be afraid of this 
measure ? 1’he saner sections of the ])ress need not be afraid oF this 
measui-e. I read in the National Call the other day some story written by 
one of its correspondents which tends to create ill-feeling between Siklis 
and Muslims. This is wliat the National Call says about the i\Ieerut 
dispute : 

“ Meanwhile some mischief mongers spread a false rumour to the effect that t]u» 
local Sikhs were bont upon demolishing the mosque close to the proposed site and that 
they had actually demolished a portion of a wall. This led the Muhammadans to visit 
the said mosque in groups of hundreds and thousands crying different slogans and 
alartiiing the public peace with the approach of Hindu-Miislim riots. It is said thjit 
about 10 to 15,000 Muslims gathered at the said mosque and the authorities and the 
Iliiidu public, what to say of the Sikhs had a very hard time for the whole night 
between September 1 and September 2, 1935. As a matter of fact, the Sikhs onlv 
learnt of it at about 9 p.m. on 1st September when they were holding their usual weekly 
meeting in the Gurdwara. Not a single Sikh ever visited the place of the site of the 
mosque in question and the allegations made against them were entirely baseless and 
false. 

Now, the next sentence is very pertinent : 

“ The Sikhs resent it and look upon this misguided action of the Muhammadans 
with utmost abhorrence. The Sikhs of Meerut have all along been most loyal to the 
Government and friendly to their sister communities and would be pleased if the 
authorities would kindly take some legal action against the mischief mongers and request 
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tho saner elements amongst the Muhammadans to kindly publicly deplore the action 
of their fellow-brethren who are responsible for injuring the feelings of tho Sikhs as a 
whole. ’ * 

Well, Sir, I come from Meerut. I never heard arything about* tlie 
suppojsod deraolifcion of mosque. There is the Cantoiinicnt next di»or to 
luy house. The place is not even a furlong from my house, and I never 
lieard about this incident until I saw it published in the newspapers. 
From reading the report in the newspapers, one would have come to the 
conclusion that the Muhammadans gathered there in sucli large numbers 
simply to bring about a riot and that the Sikhs as a whole resented this. 
When 1 approaclied my Sikh friends in this House, they said they never 
lieard about this incident at all. How could they have heard of it when 
such d thing did not take place at all? This appeared only in the columns 
of the National Call and nowhere else. So I say that this kind cf writing 
should be stc'pped and should not be allowed to go on, because it creates 
such bad blood, that Muslim constituents will not return tliose Muslim 
Members again if they have anything to do with the Hindus and the same 
will bo the case vith liindu Members. We have to mould the future 
destiny of India, and tliose people who are the cause of dividing us should 
be put under control. 1 have \ery often seen reports in the press that a 
Muslim goonda has outraged a Hindu lady or a Hindu has outraged a 
Mupl'm. Why should not the name be published ? Why should you pub¬ 
lish it as “ a Muslim ’’ or ‘‘ a Hindu V The effect that is created in the 
minds of ignorant people is to excite them. For the sake of our country 
and for the future of our country, we should rise to the occasion and put 
down thest^ peojde and curb them. The Government of India Act has 
come and wc must settle down. In the town of Meeviit. we Muslims have 
lived always on tevjrs of friendship with the Hindus and have enjoyed 
their (‘Duridence, and year after year they have elcct^'d mcinbers of my 
familj" as Chairman of the Municipal Board. And, now, it is very deplo- 
rallc that bad blood is sought to be created between us there. 

1 adiiiit, of course, that the press should not be badly trcided and 
should have full liberty to criticise, and, in 1982, it was enacted that 
crilieisiii of measures of Government with a view to obtaining their 
alteration hy lawful means, without exciting or attempting to excite 
haired, contempt and disun’oetion, shall not be penalised. What is in¬ 
tended ill the present Bill is to take off all the sections except section 16 
and section 7 which deal with crimes ; the others deal with the procedure. 
Our an.xiety in 1932 was lliat the measure should not be pcnijanent, and 
we succeeded. The same is our anxiety today ; and the present Govern¬ 
ment should not bind the Government of the future. But that can be 
achievetl only by taking the Bill into consideration. As the Bill stands, 
it is for permanency, and if it is not taken into consideration, no amend¬ 
ments an" possible, and Government will be forced to have recourse to the 
extraordinary measure of certification. I honestly and sincerely believe 
that this Bill is necessary, though it may be in a modified form, until the 
future Government comes into being. Up to that time, picketing should 
not be allowed, because it takes away the liberty of the people, and the 
press also should not be allowed unbridled license to preach communal 
Wtred and disaffection among different classes. But If the House fails 
to take it into consideration and to amend it as it likes, Government wiU, 
in my. opinion, be justified in having resort to extraordinary powers. It 
Is for ^the Honourable Members to join hands and carry out amendments 
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according to their desire, riather than force the hands of Government to 
put the Hill, as iiili’odiiced. permanently on the Statute-book. Sir, I 
sui)i)ort the motion for (?onsideration. 

[At this ^age, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) 
vacated the Chair, which was then occupied by Mr. Deputy President 
(Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta).] 

Maulana Shaukat Ali (Cities of the United Provinces : Muham¬ 
madan Urban) : Sir, 1 was very anxious to intervene immediately after 
the Home Member had spoken, so that the House and the country might 
have been spared the flood of eloquence on both sides, rather of a stormy 
(thara^der. 1 know ^\hat eloquence means and what ic can do. Befori^ I 
go further, I may mention one incident. It is my duty, as an humble 
peacemaker, to take kicks from both sides of the House. However, I was 
vt‘i’y grateful lliat this Government made a small gesture in the ri?ht 
direction when they released my friend, Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru. He 
is a gentleman by iustind, by education and by family traditions ; and 
the Government may perfectly rest assured that he will never take undue 
advantage of ain^ little gesluro in his favour and 1 liope that all Honour¬ 
able Members will agree with me in praying that his sweet wife and 
rev('rcd mother m;iy be spared to him for many many years. 

I heard the speech of the Honourable the Home Member very 
palieulJy. Personally I like him, and I have always received consideration 
and eoiirtscy from him. He pieced together a number of things to jnake a 
case against what you may call the revolutionaries and terrorists or those 
arhanced people who want to sec a free India. As one who has experi¬ 
enced iTilcrnmeut, has sufiored imprisonment, and also has sufl'ered under 
Regulation III of 1818, I can also make a case against this Government. 
If I was to lelate all that happened to me and to my brother, Mohammed 
Ali and to our family, and if 1 piece together every’' little bit, every^ wrong 
done to us, evtny insult ob'ered to us and our faith, every discomfort that 
we went through, then, I assure you, Sir, there will be a file ever so 
much bigger than the record which the Honourable the Home Member 
produced before us, but I do not want to do it. I am not here for that 
purpose, [f I wanted to create fresh records of grievances against the 
Government, I could do it if this sort of thing is allowed to go on. 
And 1 assure the iloiioiirable the Home Member tnat by the course you 
are taking and tlie kind of speeches you have made and are making, you 
have alreadj^ created at least half a million of Indian youths who will 
be revolutionaries in the near future. The truth must be told to you. 
You have already done a great deal of harm to the British connection with 
India--I mean the Government and their supporters,—byr their speeches 
and actions, have done more harm to the British eouiioctioii, and I assure 
you, Sir, that the speech of the Honourable the Home Member will be 
read witli glee and great pleasure by the die-hards in England who do 
not want that Indians should get rights to control their own affairs. He 
has done a great disservice to India whose salt he has been eating. As 
regards my friend, the Collector from Midnapore (Mr. Griffiths), I may 
say this. T am a fighter nnyself and I liked his fine fighting speech : anil 
though he may appear a Bantam or a Featherweight, he has got self- 
assurance enough to take on a Prime Camera, the heaviest giant, and 
fight him. T admire a man like that. His speech was a fighting sjieeeh, 
afid I enjoyed it. I only hope that when these new eleotions take place in 
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Bengal, and when I and men like myself go to Bengal and Midiiapore and 
want lo make speeches there, so that pliant and weak Muslims ma}^' not be 
elected, he may, if lie vranis, send for us and argue with us and convince 
us witii his speeches but would not ban our entry under section 141 or 
lock us up. 

I expected something better from ray friend, Mr. James. His 
speech was a mighty sermon : it was very interesting : but, all tlu; time 
he was speaking, he seemed to be under the impression tliat Mr. Aney and 
my o\Mi humble self and Mi*, lialchand Navalrai and Sardar Sant Singh— 
all communalists—would appreciate the pearls of wisdom he was 
sccitlering. The lecture was really meant for us. Before ho spoke, 1 wanted 
to inicrveiie again and to beg the Honourable the Home Member on my 
bend(‘(l knees, saying. For God’s salte, withdraw this Bill It is not 
wauled. By this A\iihdrawal, you will bring in belter feeling and you 
would do a great service to your Empire Sir, the Government had tried 
these methods of repression before, and witli what resuli ? During the 
Iasi. (I'reat War, the people of India bled white for England and fought all 
over the world for England and saved the Empire. We were told in 1017 
that \ve were figliting this war for self-determinalion and wc expivted self- 
gov ernment wouhl come immediately after. Instead of that, we got the 
Rovviait Act. Sikhs, Jfii.vjlims and Hindus of the Punjab went and 
fought for the Ei.’.pire : but, under the Defence of India Act, jMiislims, 
Ilijidus, Sikhs, without any distinction, wliich really meant that all who 
had fought in the war, were made to crawl on their “ tummies ” simply 
because an English woman was insulted ; and for that one insult, hund¬ 
reds and thousands of Indians were insulted and pimir-hed. I do not 
mind the inmisiiment, bul every Indian, who had to iro out of tliat lane, 
had U) emu I on his “ lummy”, and there was no Sikh or Muslim or 
Ilindu- and Sikhs are great Bahadurs, Muslims are great Bahadiu’s and 
Hindus are big Jiahadurs today—who would have said “ No, I will not 
crawl on my tummy ” : I have legs to walk on. Do what you like 
Willi all those things in my mind, Sir, I went to the highest English olficial 
ill tins country, and he lold me : “ Yes—Dyer and O’Dwyer did Jet us 
down badly ”. I^leasc- do not repeat that mistake. 

I say, how, in spite of repressive laws, you have ten times more revo¬ 
lutionaries ill this country than there were in 1920. Do you think you 
can Slop the rising feeling of resentment by these Acts f Let me tell you 
tliis, Sir. People were made to crawl on their “ tummies ” : ])oets had 
to writt‘ verses with their noses on the ground ; Sadhus were white¬ 
washed with lime, and all sorts of wonderful things were done. ]\Ir. 
Bosworth Smith would go and insult women in Shciklmpura District say¬ 
ing You are now in purdah : why did you not look after your men and 
tell tliem liicv should not stand up against the sirhar : I will remove now 
your veil witli my stick, but my policemen will come, and lift your 
skirls.’’ These things happened. Every day, in spite such laws, the 
country is getting worse and worse. I have been imprisoned and know jail 
life. I do not know if my friend, the Collector of Midnapore, has seen 
pris'aimcnt. I would Bke every official, especially in the Indian Civil 
Service, after he had passed his departmental examinations to be locked 
up like any ordinary prisoner for three months. (Laughter.) His clothes 
i^ould be the same, hiS food should be the same, and he must be given ten 
stripes on his bare bapk ; and he will theu understand what these laws 
mean Lo us. If the Houourable the Home Member w^ants at any time to 
introduce'real, humane reforms in jails, I'would be only too glad to offer 
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liim my humble services. There is a class of prisoners, Sir, who are called 
“ Dohalias —habituals—I do not know what they are called in Bengal : 
they have two bine stripes on their clothings instead of one for ordinary 
convicts, who have one blue strii)e and one white. I assure you. Sir, there 
is nobody more flattered, more feared and more pampered in the jail by all 
the jail oflicials tlian these hardened habitual criminals. When I was a 
prisoner in Karachi, my Superintendent told me the story of a raan 
called Jt‘i7aa<'l\ wljom T had the pleasure of meeting later when I was in 
the jail oflice to consult my lawyers during the Karachi trial. This man 
was dressed in gunny bags,—a kind of jail punishment. He would not 
look at anybody, but mouIu abuse every jail official. When lie saw me 
and learnt who 1 was, he salamed me. The Superintendent told me a 
story about hinii: for disobedience of orders he was given 30 stripes: the 
procedure being that he was made stark naJeed, stripped of every inch 
of cloLhiiig and tied on a wooden triangle. A white cloth saturated with 
some kind of medicine—^Dr. Deshmukh will be able to what it was— 
was put on his bare buttocks, and he was given 30 stripes : these stripes 
W(U*e n(;t ordinar}* : at ti\e fourth stroke, they brought blood : he clenched 
his teeth and recciverl the remaining stripes without a cry : and 

when he had received them, he turned round to the Superintendent and 
before all said : You have given me thirty stripes on the back : now 
give me tlnrty stripes in front and the whole jail was resounding 
with ]iraises for this jail hero. ^ much for these wicked punishments. 
Now, Sir, are you wanting the whole country and every youth of India, 
Muslim, Sikh or Hindu, to say : You have given us so many stripes 

on Ihe back ; give us as many more on the front ? Do you want them 
to become ^ Dohalias ^ or habitual breakers of Law ? It would be 
unwise and wrong, 

Mr, Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) : Is the Honour¬ 
able Member going to be very long ? 

Maulana Shaukat Ali : I shall not be very long ; I shall take only 
ton mini:t<*s more. 

Several Honourable Members : After lunch. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) : The Honourable 
MomliCr can go on. 

Maulana Shaukat Ali : Thank you, Sir. I am very sorry I have to 
detain the House, without lunch, but I shall not be very long. I beg 
(»n my knees the Honourable the Home Member to withdraw this Bill. 
I would beg of thorn even at tins late stage to withdraw this Bill and 
save the poor people- of this oounUy and tiiomselvos from a great deal 
of trouble. If this Bill is sent to H. E. the Viceroy, I hope he will 
refuse to certify it. Sir, he is going away in a few months, and, after 
so many years’ service to India, I do not think he will give this dis¬ 
agreeable parting gift to this country by certifying a measure of this 
character. If Government do not pay heed to our prayers and entreaties 
to withdraw this Bill, then the responsibility will be theirs ; they will 
lose many well-wishers. In this connection, Sir, I am reminded of a 
story, my brother, Mahomed Ali, told me when the Press Act of 1908 
was passed. He thought it was meant only for the Bengalis, the 
Tilakites and Marathas and for others, but not for Muslims who were 
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loyal and contented. But what happened ? The very first man who 
WHA caught by this Act was Mahomed Ali himself and liis paj^er, tiic 
Comrade, (Laughter.) What for ? For publishing a quotation from 
the Bible Come into Macedonia and help us taken from an English¬ 
man 's pamphlet in favour of the Turks. The case went up before Chief 
Justice Sir Lawrence Jenkins, and he said : Mr. Mahomed Ali, I can¬ 
not give you back your papers, but 1 give you back your honoui* The 
Press Law is such that even quotations from the Bible and the Holy 
Koran, made in connection with humanitarian causes, come within its 
arm. {Cries of Shame ’’ from tlie Congress Party Benclies;. I was 
reading yesterday a weekly, Old Aligharian ,—I am ver y soiTy I iiave not 
got it here. It gave in full an old article from the Comrade, written by 
my brother himself in 1911. Maliomed Ali sent an appeal to every 
I\luslim to start to collect a fund to found tlie King Ceorge Mmslim 
University. T was then that abject being called a Government servant, 
lie induced me to take long leave and made me go round as Secretary to 
11. 11. the Aga Khan to beg Muslims to make contribution for the Muslim 
University to be named after King George. My friend, Mr. Asaf Ali, 
asked me not to mention too often that I have been a rebel and an out- 
lav/ but I cannot help mentioning it, because I want to be frank ; because 
1 uant that a real effort should be made t/> bring about an honourable 
understanding. If you Avaiit t-o quarrel, you can go on quarrelling, but 
what will happen to India and what would you gain ? 

The Home Member and the Government, front Benchers, have got 
devoted, if not wise, supporters. If it is desired that women and 
children of the independent tribes should not be bombed, somebody from 
that side and from the Frontier Mill get up and say that the people in the 
Frontier only needed and appreciated bombing and so tliere must be 
bombing ; if the Government say that a repressive Press Act is not neces¬ 
sary, somebody behind them and a prcfjs man too will urge and i-mpress 
on the Government to deid it with a strong hand. I was expecting my 
friend, Mr. Yamin Khan, to speak after me, and to toar me to pieces, 
but I am very glad he spoke before me, and I am now able to give him an 
answer. Sir, they have tried all kinds of repressive la^s, but that 
method has not improved conditions in tlie eounlry. My brother used to 
tell me a story. Jt appears that, one night, in Piccadilly, a gay old 
dandy, well dressed in immaculate clothes, with a monocle and a gold 
licadcd cane and having dined well at his club with a couple of cliaui- 
pagjie bottles inside him, saw a salvation army preacher in his red uniform 
wlio was shouting : “ Friends, come and get sidvation, I will show you 
the I’oad to salvation, T will guide you along tlic proper path This 
club man went up to him, put on his monocle and drawled out : “ My 
friend, do you know the road to salvation ? “ Yes, I do ’’ was the 

reply. “ IIow do you know it ? “I have been on this road to salva¬ 
tion for 40 years ” was the reply. Then, said he : My friend, if after 
being for 40 years on this road of salvation, you have reached only as 
far as Piccadilly, then I will advise you to try another road 
(Laughter.) " ^ 

Then, Sir, I have one thing more to say. It is an incident from Islamic 
history. Every lawyer in the House knows the name of Imam Ahmmad 
Bin Ilambal, one of the four jurists, who have done so much for Islamic 
Law. Imam Hambal, after each prayer, used to pray in fervent langu¬ 
age for the rest of the soul of one Abu Hozema. His son one day asked 
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Lim who this man was ? He must have been a great saint t The Imam 
replied : “ No ; he was the greatest blackguard in the whole of 
Iraq, he was a thief, a robber and a murderer, but he did me a yeomen 
service for Avhich 1 will always be grateful And, here, I want to refer 
to what my friend, J\ir. Yamin JClian, said : Does he not remember the 
Karachi State trial where Mahomed Ali, Maulana Ilosain Ahmad, Mufti 
Nisar Ahmad, Pir Gholam Mojaddin, Dr. Kitchlew and myself were tried 
for preaching this commandment of the Holy Koran : 

“ Wa man Yaqtool Momenan Motaamfimdan, fa jasaho Jehannamo etc, 

“ If 0110 Moslem Intcniionally killed another Moslem, thou, his pnnishmt*nt Avas 
Jehaiinaiii, etc. 

Mr, Muhammad Yamin Khan : What is the punishment to one who 
excites one Mussalman to kill another ? 

Maulana Shaukat Ali : I am not excited even by the interruption 
of my fricTul, Mr. Yamin Khan. No one has excited any Muslim against 
him. He has not been killed. (Laughter.) As I was saying, Sir, tlu‘ 
gr(*at jurist informed his son that there was time when in a point of law 
1 diffned from the Ulema who surrounded the KhaliE Maniurrasheed 
and th(*y said : 

** This nijoi is s])oiling tho morals and the faith of tho Muslima, he ought to gi'r 
lot' sIviixN in the public market.’’ 

I was tlicTi escorted by thousands of police, in glittering uniforms, 
m(‘ant to hrowhoat. and the thousands and thousands of people who 
loved and respected me and they could not do anything but ery 
bitterly at the sight of my humiliation and shame. I was also very 
nervous and feeling weak. Just then, one man rushed through tlie 
crown and came to me and said, “ T am Abu Ilozema ; I have tliis day 
come out of the prison, T am -15 years old ; 25 years T have passed in 
prison, I have had 24,000 lashes on my bare back ; and before I left 
the prison, T took an oath that this very day I will commit robbery. 
If 24,000 lashes and 25 years* imprisonment have not stopped me from 
doing the deviUs work, will these 100 lashes slop you from doing God’s 
work ? 

T got new courage and knew that he was sent by God to warn 
me and give me courage, “ That is why I pray for him Sir, I h.ive 
sufiPered much, I have been a prisoner. When I came here, I thought 
I was the only man in the House who had spent a long time in jail, but 
I saw that my friend, Mr. Amarcndra Nath Chattopailliyaya, surpassed 
me. ITe told me he had a bigger jail record than I had. Sir, all my 
speeches in this House are in print. I was trying hard to make an 
honourable peace with the Government. If there is honourable peace bet¬ 
ween India and England, I would welcome it. After the Oove’-nment 
Meralers had refused to institute an official enquiry in spite of the derision 
of this House, then the Assembly and Council of State Muslim ]\Tembers 
hppoint(id a non-offieial commission to enquire into the Karachi tiring. We 
wanted an impartial non-official inquiry. Some of ns wanted to go 
there and find out the causes of the rioting there ; we merely wanted 
to investigate and find out whether really Muslims were at fault, 
whether they could have avoided the trouble, whether there was any 
justification for shooting, and that what steps should be taken to pre¬ 
vent a recurrence of such twuhle. In fact, we wanted to find out the 
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Teal cause of the trouble. The result was that the Bombay Goyernrucnt 
banned this and served notice on me, saying that I was doing acts 
prejudicial to public peace. The Honourable the Home Member was 
very angry with Pandit ICrishna Kant A^alaviya and said : “ You want 
to sympathise with murderers 1 '' Sir, I tell you frankly, there is no 
AlussaJman wdio does not sincerely believe that 69 Muslims were mur¬ 
dered in Karachi. They would be justified to say, “ I cannot co¬ 
operate with the Government, because they want to hide and condone 
official murderers We wanted to enquire into the actual facts of the 
firing and suggest how to deal with such situations in i'utui’e, but we 
Avere not allowed to go. Though 1 was a non-co-operator and a “ rebel 
cind an outlaw ”, yet never was any security demanded from the 
Khiiafat newspaper, of which 1 am the Editor and no dummy Edi- 
lor ” too, but, after tliis incident, the Government showed their dis¬ 
pleasure by demanding a security of Its. 3,000. 1 did not want to kill 

any body, I have not killed even a cat, and I make no personal 
grievance of this action of the Government. 1 would advise Govern¬ 
ment to withdraw this Bill and conciliate people, but, if they won't heed 
Diat advice, Avell, everything is in the hands of God and they alone Avould 
be responsible as to what happened. (Applause.) 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Five Minutes to Three 
of the Clock. 

The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Five Minutes to I’hrec of 
ihe Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) in the 
< 'hair. 


Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar Representative) : Sir, I have to thank you 
Tor permitting me to intervene in this debate and make a few observa¬ 
tions on the motion before the House. I shall be very brief. Not that 
[ have not much to saj^ but T think that the motion has been debated 
at considerable length and from all points of view. 

The motion before the House is for the consideration of the Rill to 
amend the Oiminal Ijmw Amendmoni Act. Tlie motion evidently is 
intended to bring permanently on the Statute-book a law which has 
been detested and condemned all along from the time of its ince]»t’on to 
th(^ present day. 1 have not heard anybody, not now Inxt ^inee the time 
when the Act came into being, saying a good word for this, but it Avas 
then justified on grounds of emergency and so on. We thought the Avord 
'' emergency ” always meant some temporary aberration Avhen normtil 
conditions are not in existence, and when normal conditions are not in exist¬ 
ence, probably such penal legislation may be justified. We were not liere. 
Nor were Ave free outside to express our opinion on the basic principles 
of this legislation that Avas brought forAvard for the consideratio?. of the 
Mouse then, but T am prepared to admit this fact that the conditions in 
^he country at the time AA^hen this legislation was brought forward were 
abnormal and probably that emild be eonatmed as an emergency for the 
Government to take these extraordinary powers. The real point is this. 
T thought that the present Executive Council had sufficient common sense 
in itself to appreciate the present position. What ihe Government has 
to see is wffiethoi* there is any such thing as an emergency noAV to justify 
this cxfrabrdiuary legislation at all. It is admitted that the eraeigeucy 
Avhich existed in tfre year *193^ docs riot ex!ist today. That fact is tacutly 
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conceded by the Honourable Member in charge of this Bill. He hsB 
made that statement in the Statement of Objects and Reasons and he also 
claims that he has taken tiiat fact into consideration. He has also con¬ 
ceded that the conditions which existed when this t(»mporary legislation 
was brought into f()rc<» do not exist today, and, therefore, the present Bill 
which he has brought f()r\\’ard is not exactly a renewal of the old Act but 
it is an attenuated form of that Act, Certain provisions are repealed and 
certain provisions are retained. He says that sections 2, 3, f, 6 and 8 have 
beem repealed. Some other provisions which are more or less of a proce¬ 
dural n.itiirc are also repealed because they related mainly to conditions 
whieli were a special featiiic of the (hvil Disobedience iMovement against 
whi(di tli(‘ first law was directed. J do not know wiietiier the Honourable 
]\lembcr in charge of the Bill iuis rCidly studied the conditions under 
which tlie Civil Disobedience Movement itself was run and whctlier he is 
aware that liie conditions under which the Civil DiBohedieiice iMovement 
was run J'ad anything to do with the clauses which he is now repealing. 
Clauses 2, 3, 4, (i and 8 relate to certain coiidilions which no doubt are 
witliin the s^ope of what is known as a complete non-co-operation })ro- 
gramme that was published in 1920 and wiiieh contained many things 
including the making of ctlforts to stop the enrolment to the army. I 
admit that fact, but the Civil Disobedience Movement of 1930 was run on 
special conditions whi(di were laid do\Mi. It was for tlie breach of cer¬ 
tain specific laAvs and for preventing the sales of foreign cloth and similar 
activity It had nothing to do with dissuading people from joining the 
army. That was not the programme of the Civil Disobedience Movement 
of 1930 and you will find that the boycott of public servants or dissuading 
people from joining the army and the police had nothing to do with the 
Civil Disobedience Movement which we ran in 1930 and which continued 
up to the year 1933. All those sections which related to this were prac¬ 
tically obsolete during the very period for which the law was intended. 
I do not think there was any occasion for the Government of India or for 
any Provincial Government to make use of any one of those sections 
which are now being omitted. They were obsolete even then. In draft¬ 
ing the Bill then, they probably took the copy of the programme which 
was described as the non-co-operation programme, found out what it con¬ 
tained and those provisions have been inserted in the form of several 
clauses of the Bill. But in doing so they did not only provide against 
the emergency that actually then existed but an emergency, which they 
imagined, might arise and develop out of the Civil Disobedience Move¬ 
ment. It never took that form and those provisions were never used and 
so they Were obsolete. And the provisions which were even then exclu¬ 
sively intendetl for the suppression of the Civil Disobedience Movement 
have been retained in the present Bill also and, therefore, I do not want 
to give credit to the Honourable Member in charge of the Bill tliat he has 
taken note of the fact that the Civil Disobedience Movement is in abey¬ 
ance and, therefore, certain provisions have been repealed, and only such 
provisions have been retained as have got nothing to do wdlih the Civil Dis¬ 
obedience Movement. That is a wrong statement of fact in my opinion. 

Now, I want to know what was the justification for this measure f 
2 Who required these powers. In a big speech and a 

very good speech, the Honourable Member in charge of 
the BUI has made out his case in support of this motion. He has stated 
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that ill 1932 various Provincial Governments expressed the urgent need 
of having some such cxtraordiuary powers. He has quoted extensive 
(extracts from the reports made by the Government of the Punjab and also 
by the Government of Bengal in 1932. But I am surprised to find that 
he has not quoted the opinions of any single Provincial Government 
urgently asking the Government of India to retain this law, so far as the 
present Bill is concerned, i)erniancntly on the Statute-book in one form 
or another. There must have been many Provincial Governments, i 
imagine, who have said, perhaps, that as no such conditions exist 

today as they liad existed previously, Ihe continuance of these provisions 
was iiol called for, ])erhap.s in their entirety, as a f)ermanent measure. 
Th(*n I woiihl like to take up the third point in this connection, namely, 
this. This law is jusiitied by liim 0 !i iImj cxisti iice ' Grlabi conditions 
today,—that, iliougli the Glvil Disobedience Movement is in abeyance, 
aeconling to him, ho wanted to counter.’ct ctTtaiii other forces, such as 
Commiiiiisiii, communalism, terrorism, and so on. Well, Sir, 1 would 
like to say o)ie thing, that I am perfectly sure that the sources wliich bring 
about Communism or even cooimunalism are of a nature altogether dif¬ 
ferent from the one which a Bill like this will ever be able to counteract. 
My Honourable friends have already successfully sliown how and why and 
under Avhat conditions these Communists can grow and become 
numerous in this country. And what are tlic reasons i Sir, unless the 
Government is prepared to analyse and find out the j'oot causes and try to 
uproot those root causes, it will be difficult for them to combat C«)m- 
munism or any other “ ism Sir, so long as the root cause remains, 
J say all these are and will prove to be but superficial remedies. They 
may give ample powers to cn^ate an undesirable situation, a reign of terror 
in this country, but below that reign of terror, Sir, Communism, I say, 
or even cominunalism will grow and be fostered. And you ignore that ! 
If, the executive creates a reign of terror in this country by the indiscri¬ 
minate use of the extraordinary powers, as they have been doing, I am 
sure, they are creating the very conditions under which the disruptive 
forces like Communism and terrorism can thrive and prosper. (Hear, 
hear.) This is no cure for the remedy. On the other hand, it may 
aggravate the disease in such a manner that you will be bound to regard 
it as hopeless and beyond the scope of any remedy soon afterwards. 
Wait and see. 

Sir one of the reasons which the Honourable the Home Member has 
given to make this Bill permanent is a psychological one. He has said 
that one reason why they want to make the Bill a permanent one is that 
temporary measures are likely to create a feeling in the minds of those 
who dabble in these movements that very soon the restraints will be over 
and they are thus likely to cherish the hope that some day or other they 
may be enabled again to resume their reactionary, activities. Sir, here T 
believe he has not correctly understood the psychology of these terrorists. 
Sir the terrorists and for the matter of that even the civil resisters are 
not like ordinary people ; they are men who are made of sterner stuff than 
what my Honourable friend imagines. They have developed within 
themselves a certain mentality which has grown on account of certain 
forces that exist in this country. The point is this. Unless you give a 
fair chance to these personsr—who are either law-breakers or terrorists or 
revolutionaries to engage in pursuits where they can utilize their talents 
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honourably and usefully and in which their desire for public service can 
be gratihed, unless some such, opportunities are created for them, no 
ciiange of heart in them can be possible. 1 am sure my Honourable 
iiiend, in seeking to make this law permanent and to deprive the press of 
the opportunities under which they cherish the hope of carrying on their 
propaganda, is going to defeat his own professed object, if he really wanes 
to bring about a change of heart in these young men. 1 want the Govern- 
uient to understand that they have to create the conditions under which 
these young men will be engaged in a more honourable way and in which 
their natural desire for public service will be gratified. »So long as you 
do not create proper avenues and channels for them, and so long as you 
treat them merely as suspects in this land, so long as you continue to 
harass them like that, I say, Sir, terrorism, instead of being crushed, will 
be driven underground. This is the very position which you are creating. 
jSir, this is all that my Honourable friend. Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya, 
v\as trying in his speech the other day to explain to this House. He did 
not want to exj)ress his sympathy with murders. That is quite a wTong 
impression. What he wanted was this, that, if you want to deal with 
these terrorists, these misguided youths, then open your hearts frankly to 
respectable citizens in this country in whom they can trust, let there be a 
sincere understanding between the leaders in this country and the offi¬ 
cials ; there is no possibility of really tackling this problem effectively in 
any other way. My Honourable friend, Mr. James, who is always 
eaulious in making his observations, missed the real purpose of the obser¬ 
vations which rny Honourable friend, Pandit Krislina Kant Malaviya, 
had to make on that point. This is all that he said. (Hear, hear.) 

Sir, there was another point made by my Honourable friend, Pandit 
Govijid Ballabli Pant, namely, where is the need of this law if you (lufi 
that, after having these powers for so many years, the object of tlic pre¬ 
vious legislation has not been served ; and then what is the use of having 
a fresh law ? Sir, the Honourable Member for Commerce, in his own 
^^ay, tried to give a bit of an ingenious reply. He is a good lawyer, there 
is no question about that, but it was a vspecial pleading ; he looked to me 
like a lawyer arguing and advocating a hopeless cause for which he was 
briefed. It looked to me like this. He said, in all seriousness, well, if 
because of this law or in spite of this law, terrorism or such like things 
.sre not stifled, but on the other hand have been growing, if that is the 
reason advanced by you for the repeal of this law, well, why then don^t 
you do away with the Indian Penal Code and the Criminal Procedure 
Code ! Sir, that was the serious observation made by my Honourable 
friend, the Member in charge of the portfolio of Commerce. Sir, th»* 
Indian Penal Code and the Criminal Procedure Code are Acts which have 
nothing to do with the detection of crime. Figures were quoted to show 
that so many thousands of murders were committed atid so few were 
detected, but what has the Indian Penal Code or the Crinlinal Procedure 
Code got to do with detection ? If there is anybody who is to be blamed' 
for that, it is the staff in charge of this work of detectioli. Sir, my 
Honourable friend should have tinderstood the importance' of the in¬ 
sinuation,. the indietment that Was dontained in the statement made by fny 
Honourable friend, Mr. Asaf Ali, and'he failed to perceive the ^avity'of 
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the observation that was made that the Government allowed so many 
thousands of murders to go undetected. Serious offences like that go on 
undetected and it is a charge against the Governmental agency and not 
against the Indian Penal Code or the Criminal Procedure Code. The 
Honourable the Commerce Member should have certainly seen that point 
very clearly. Sir, what I want to say is this that there is no need for a 
law like this. The reason why I do not want to have this law is that it 
will defeat its ovrn object and I have said this so often. Government 
should see whether by pursuing a policy of this nature they are likely to 
reconcile public opinion and to help to establish those conditions luider 
which ijcaceful [)rogrcss of this country can be ensured. 

Now, what are you doing ? The most powerful party in the country 
has come and sat in this House and conditions under which certain 
emergency measures were passed have undoubtedly disappeared. What 
is your reply to the change of programme, which the most powerful rarty 
in the country has deliberately made f Tt is made with a view to see the 
hona fides of your professions which you havv'' made times without number 
on the floor of this House that if certain conditions are created. Govern¬ 
ment will be willing to co-operate and withdraw all repression. Now, 
members of the ('ongress have come here and are prepared to offer their 
hand of co-operation and are ready to give you every kind of help in 
establishing conditions for the peaceful progress of this country. But 
if you continue to ask for measures like this, you will be creating obstacles 
in their way ^ind making their co-operation with you absolutely impossible. 
Is this a statesmanlike attitude to take ? I must tell you that you are 
doing this in defiance of public opinion and that is a point which you 
must take into consideration. During the last Budget Session T had the 
privilege of moving a cut motion to protest against this repressive policy 
and that motion was carried by an overwhelming majority of this House. 
That motion said that all persons who have been detained in jails under 
these repressive laws should be set at liberty and all repressive measurei 
that have been in existence should be withdrawn. The House recorded a 
clear and unequivocal verdict on that motion. Now, what is the way in 
which you have been treating that verdict f You say that, though it was 
the verdict of this House, you must proceed in your own way because you 
are responsible for the peace and order of this country. And you feel ill 
your supreme wisdom that the conditions of this country require that one 
more reactionary weapon be added to your armoury. Sir, the Statute- 
book of this Government is already blackened by the existence of 
so many repressive laws and I am sure the addition of this law will 
make it almost abominable if you keep it permanently. 

Sir, when I got up to make my speech, I made up my mind to con¬ 
fine my remarks to a few points only and I also agreed to take up only 
short time of the Housci I want to keep to my promise and if you, 
^ir, think that I have • exceeded that limit,, you are at liberty to point 
that fact to me and I shall sit down. Now, Sir, it is said that this 
measure is not only for the benefit of all of us today but it will make 
the position of those who will be in charge of this Government later 
more safe and secure. Sir, we know what that Government will be 
under the new Government of India Act. I am sure no man will shed 
a tear if that Act is altogether dropped today. I have to 
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make one suf^gestion to the Government. You are only heaping one re¬ 
actionary law upon the other for the sake of perpetuating the regime of 
prosi)eetive reactionary rule. Why don’t you drop that law and this 
measure as well (Api)]anse from the Congress Party Benches.) It is 
in the hands of the Government of India even now before the new Act 
is actually put into operation to make a suggestion to the Secretary of 
State to save this country from this domination of the new law and all 
the other laws that are to come in its train for the sake of making it 
workable. Tf such measures are necessary to make that law workable, 
you will never succeed in giving any kind of self-government to this 
country. Wc are not fools to believe you when you say that such 
powers are necessary in order to enable the future Muiislers to do their 
work successfully. I regard that the Government of India are like 
Manthara,- -the maid in attendance on the Queen who gave advice to the 
Queen of Ayodhya, Kaikai, and the foolish lady out of a sense of selfish 
interest imposed conditions upon the old Raja Dasharatha. Those condi¬ 
tions were that Rama was to be exiled for 12 years and her oAvn son Bharat 
was to become the crowned king. Her son came back only to rebuke his 
mother instead of accepting the crown. Dasharath was dead and ulti¬ 
mately she found that she was a widow and nowhere. That is going to 
be your position. (Laughter.) Rama, the real aspirant to the throne 
of Ayodhya, gloriously returned after exile and occupied the throne of 
Ayodhya. Indian people like Rama will get their Swaraj and come back 
to their own today or tomorrow, and you will have to share the unenvi¬ 
able fate of ]\Ianthara and Kaikai. 

This being the case, I want to give one piece of advice. Even now 
it is not too late for you to retrace your steps and be convinced that you 
are treading a wrong path. But if you think that nothing in this world 
can teach you wisdom, you arc at liberty to do what you like and be pre¬ 
pared for the worst. VVitli these words, Sir, I thank you once more for 
giving me an opportunity to speak and also the House for giving me a 
patient hearing for these few minutes that I had at my disposal. I 
wished to take up many oilier points and if I have not been able to take 
them up it was because I had a very short time at my command. How¬ 
ever, I hope that other Honourable Members were able to convince the 
House that the old law was misused and there is no doubt that this Gov¬ 
ernment will also abuse the powers which it is now asking us to give. 
I want to say, in conclusion, that these powers have not only been mis¬ 
used in Bengal and other parts of India, but also in my part of the 
country, the Central Provinces and Maharashtra. Sir, T oppose the 
measure. (Loud Applause from Congress Party Benches.) 

The Honourable Sir Nrlpendra Sircar (Leader of the House) : Sir, 
in taking part in this debate, which, I presume, is at its concluding stage, 
I do not propose to start by raising any contentions or advancing any argu¬ 
ments, but I wish to lay before this House certain facts to enable it to 
judge as to what were the consequences when, on each of the three previous 
occasions, the experiment was tried of repealing press legislation. My 
Honourable friend, Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury, said that he was giving 
a cold narration of facts, but somehow or other my experience has been 
that cold facts generate in certain quarter more heat than angry dedama^ 
tions. 
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Kow, coming to the point at once, the first Press Act, i.e,, of 1878, 
gave certain powers of forfeiture of press to the executive. Under that 
Act, tlicrc was not even a .semblance of recourse to Courts for challenging 
the action of the executive. That is what is referred to by Sir Lawrence 
Jenkiii!. in the portion of his judgment which was read out to the House 
by my Honourable colleague, the Commerce Member. 

j\<nv. Sir, that Act came to be repealed. Later on, when the situa¬ 
tion required that some more powers should be taken, nothing Avas done 
in the shape of press legislation, but the Government thougiil that the 
situation Avould be sufficiently met by tinkering with the luuian Penal 
Code, and the result of that was that in 1898, two new sections were intro¬ 
duced. The one was .section 124-A which relates to sedition, and the 
second was section 153-A which relates to exciting class! hatred. 

riierefore, yir, in 1898, the position was that there was no press legis¬ 
lation, although the Indian Penal Code had been strengthened oy the 
addition of these two sections. 

Let us see, Kir, what was happening between the years 1903 and 1910 
or rather 1908 when there was no press legislation of any kiinl whaiso- 
cvej'. 1 think 1 need hardly remind this llouise that the terrorist movement 
in llengal had practically niu history or a negligible history before the days 
(if the partition of liengal. (Hear, hear.) Under cover of the partition 
agitation, at a time when there was no (jucstion of any repre.>isiou, due 
to other eauses into Avbicli I need not digress just now. there was 
any aiuonnt of terrorist activity. What was then bappmiing to the 
press ! 

As soon as thus agitation started, a number of jiapers cam-' out, and 
those, wlio have come from IJengal or those who have studied tlic history 
of IJeugal, cannot forget the name of the Yiujantar, the the 

Sarathi and others. Ttiere was open incitement to as.sas.sinatiiin and 
murder as a political weapon. In tbo.se days, the eam|yiuflage of pro¬ 
fession of non-violence was not know'n. They were inciting the j>eople 
to violence. They .said, tiiat is the only way in which the conntrv c.oiild 
be liberated. What was the effret of the.se papers ! I need not give them 
in »ny own w1i)rds, but 1 shall give you reference to cases where it lias been 
found- h\ Court that thos,' jsapers were allies in the caiiipaisrn of 
conspiracy and murder. Before the Press Act came into operation. thcse 
newspajfers, particularly the Vugantar and the Sandhya, were responsible 
for dissemination, kui a very large scale, of incitement to violence. Sir, 
as 1 said, I will give you lone or two instances from the judgments of 
( ourts. In what is known as the Alanicktola Conspiracy case. 

An Honourable Member : Oh 1 Yon are beginning from there. 

The. Hononrable Sv Nripendra Sircai* : My Honourable friends will 
kindly make note of this fact, that I do not desire to give wav cither to 
casual interruptors or to habitual interrupters like my Honoura’bhi friend. 
Prof. Kanga, ('ii the other side. 

Now, Sir, in the Manicktola Conspiracy case—I am giving it from the 
judgment—the Court found that the accused employed newspapers in 
furtherance of the objects of the conspiracy, namely, a-ssassination on a 
Ipge scale. Tt found—(I am quoting the wrords)-the Yugantar was a 
limb of the conspiracy and that even young boys in remote parts of the 
country were corrupted by this newspaper. 
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Now, Sir, I will give you one more. In the Naglla (Jonspirucy case, 
one of the documents exhibited was a little volume called “ Tlie Mukti 
Kone Pathe ”—which means “ In which way is the li!)i*ratiou —and 
the judgment linds that tiiis book consisted of rcproductiojis of articles 
origincilly published in the Yugantar. These articles in the Yugantar 
point out that revolution has to be prepared in two stages, firstly, by the 
foriinition of public opinion, and, secondly, by brute force and cioUcction 
of arms. “ ]\lukti Kone Pathe ” recommends publication of newspapers, 
and acknowh‘dges the great service done to the revolutionaries by news¬ 
papers. 

These newspapers, according bo the findings of Courts, and what is 
common knowledge in Bengal, were the most potent allies in tJie cause of 
terrorism and they were the most useful agency for dissemination of these 
ideas of violence and murder as a political creed throughout the length 
and breadth of Bengal. This was the most powerful weapon in their 
liarids. As it can be easily realised, tht' method of the terrorists by 
reason of the jiature of their work must be to act in secret. It is not easy 
for them to get into touch with a large masses of men, but that dilficulty 
was more than compensated by the publication 'of all these newspapers. 
The cidl of murder was daily brought home to thousands, llirougli the 
agenej" of the ]ircss. 

Now, yir, as I said, there was no press legislation at this time. The 
inevitable consequence of this class of writing came t|u) be felt very soon, 
and, if I may remind this House, without going into unnecessary details, 
that the campaign of murder really started with the murder of Miss and 
Mrs. Kennedy in 1908, and a party to the conspiracy for this murder was 
Kanai Lai I)u1t who murdered in jail a friend of his, who was another 
conspirator. 

When things had come to that pass and when assassinations were 
taking place in the country, Government moved, and although Ihis 
Government is described as greedy and credited with insatiable lust for 
power, as a matter of fact nothing was done in 1908 beyond passing the 
Act which was called the Newspaperis (Incitement to Otfenccs) Act of 
1908. It is not surprising, but though it was not expected then, we 
know iioAv, the Act of 1908 had very little effect in checking tJiis danger¬ 
ous propagaiula with which the country had been over run. 

It is all very well to ask, after all how many papers were there of 
the kind of Yugantar. Sir, whether there were ten or whether there were 
20 or 50, as I have shown from judgments of the highest Court in 
the land that the influence and the pKxisonous effect of these papers was 
incalculable and I agree with my Honourable friend. Dr. Deshmukh, if 
he is not asleep. 

Dr. O. V. Deshmukh (Bombay City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
I am listening to you very attentively. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : .that statistics should 

not be taken in too dry and scientific a manner. He reminded us that 
when emotion comes, logic goes to the wall. I agree again. And here 
these poisonnus papers were playing upon the emotion of the youths of 
the country, and logic was giving way, leading to disastrous results. 
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1 have told the House that the situation could not be controlled by 
the Act of 1908, and I would like to place before the House four or five 
lines from the findings of the Bowlatt Committee : 

“ Though the Yugantar disappeared, other newspapers sprang up, and wo are 
eonvinced that these publications produced ever a new succession of instruments of 
murder and outrage, and to this source, altogether independent of other causes, is largely 
due the continuation and extension of conspiracy/^ 

It was then, Sir, that the Act of 1910, about which so much has been 
said,—and 1 do not want to go into its provisions—^which may shortly 
be described jis a far more comprehensive Act, was passed. What W’as 
the effect ? Tlie morality of the lone,—that has boon our experience,— 
changes witli the existence or repeal of press laws. Wlion the press law of 
1910 came into existence, there was certainly an impnovement, if not at 
once, but gradual and steady. 

1 will not tire you Avith a long liistory, year by year, but, as you 
have been informed, in 1921, there was a Press Law Committee which 
recommended the repeal of the Act of 1910 At any rate, from April, 
1922^ tf'.ere was no Cress Act ; and, therefore, this is the second inter¬ 
regnum. From 1922, right up to 1920, when Ordinances and other press 
legislation was started, the period may be described as the second inter- 
rt‘gnuin. 

We liave seen what happened during the years vrheri there wa.s no 
press laAV, on the first occasion, and how in the period 1903 to 1903, a 
section of the press was directly responsible for incitement to murder 
and violence. hYom 1922, there was no press law till W(' eome to 1930. 

In 1922, Avhen the press law was abolished, the Press Law Committee 
considered it desirable,—I am giving from summary of their findings,— 
that the demand for repeal should be met, though they said that a weighty 
case had been made out by some Local Governments for retentiori. That 
is to Kay, the position was this, that although a strong case, according to 
the Committee, had been made out by some of the Governments for not 
re])ealing the law, yet tliey thought some risk should be taken and the 
popular demand should be met. In introducing the Bill for the repeal. 
of the Act of 3910, Sir William Vincent, said : 

‘ ‘ In moving this Bill, T am conscious I am taking risk at the present juncture.'' 

And the risk was taken. This Government which is a bljoodthirsty 
Government, anxious to have as much power as possible to crush down the 
people by all possible means, deliberately took the risk ii) 1922, in spite 
of the warnings given by the Local Governments, and the Act M^as 
repealed. 

Now, let us see what was happening between 1922 and 1929. In 
1922, as this House has been already reminded by one, if not tAvo, of the 
speakers, there was the non-co-operation movement, a movement started 
with the deliberate object of paralysing and ultimately destroying Govern¬ 
ment by breaking its laWs. 

Now, Sir, it has been known that on occasions, and I should say, in 
inany instances, contrary to the direction given by the founder of this 
movement, croAA^ds or mobs of Cml Disobedients have broken into violence. 
The point that I want to stress is, that even where they have not been 
guilty of any acts of violence, the studied Qontempt of laAv and order and 
of the anlhoriiies, who have got to maintain law and order, created a 
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vifdent mentality and created an atmosphere in which the yoan^ and un¬ 
balanced mind was predisposed to fall a victim to the inspirations of the 
terrorists. Now, Sir, as I said, by 1922, the Act was repealed. AVe have 
then the Chittagong ('onfereiice which met in 1922 shortly alter the 
repeal of the Act of 1922. At this Conference, they decided,—and I say 
it deliberalely, Avithout actually quoting the language of the Resolutions 
ami .s]K‘cches which were made,— (i) not to have any objection to violence 
and t'> resume violence if possible, and (n) what is more im])ortaut for 
the precise point, I am pressing before this House, to use tlie press. The 
result was that, as soon as the Act was repealed in 1923, the Yugantar 
rc-api)cared, and, if T may say so, a brood of vipers appeared. Their 
names are too many ; the more Avcil-known are the Sarathi, tlic Shankha 
and the Yugantar. They all appeared within a short time of the repeal 
of the press law of 1910. 

They had previously disappeared, -why ! Was there no legitimate 
scope for newspapers ? We have heard of newspapers being absolutely 
necessary for pas.sing the torch of knowledge from hand to hand for pro¬ 
pagation and exchange of ideas, for criticism, and the giving of informa¬ 
tion to the public. But this class of newspapers have no vocation left, 
they cannot meet the expenses for one week, if they are asked not to 
publisli articlo:^ of dangerous nature, inciting i)eople to violence. That is 
AvliA they disappeared and Avhy they re-appeared practically simulta¬ 
neously with the repeal of Presfe Legislation in 1922. One fact is very 
significant. Not only in many cases the names of the newspapers were the 
same, but the management, the persons in charge /of the papers, were the 
men who had been conducting these papers in the period 1904—1907. 
It iriay rightly be said that what disappeared as a result of press legisla¬ 
tion.—Ihe Yugantar and its tribe,—re-appeared simultaneously with the 
repeal of the law in 1922. 

Now, Sir, what was happening in this period, 1922—29 ? My friend. 
Prof. Ranga, reminded me that, on the last occasion, I gave them 56 cases ; 
he has not thanked me for not making it 86 or mjOTe as it could easily have 
been done. {An Honourable Member : “ There is still time.'') I will 
not go into that aspect of the matter at all on this occasion, nor shall I 
give instances of glorification of murder or things of the kind which T 
dealt with on the last occasion. 

Wo have been told that newspaperjs are required for spreading 
knowledge and increasing human happiness. Leaving alone the aspect 
of terrorism, and incitement to violence, let us have some idea of the 
aclualities of the situation as to what a section of the gutter press was 
capable of doing in connection with fanning communal passions into 
flame. 

Sir, I believe, many people, particularly those who come from Bengal, 
are aware of the name of the Ananda Bazar Patrika, which claims to 
have a large]* number of subscribers than the Statesman ; and, without 
entering into journalistic rivalries, one may say that it has a very large 
circulation. From the voluminous material available, I am giving instances 
from three districts and leave the House to judge as to what the effect 
of these writings would be on the masses. 
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la an article published in July, shortly 1 should say during the time 
of whal is known as the Pabna riots of 1926, this paper asserted—and I 
have taken eare to <iuote almost the exact words, so that it may not be 
said 1 am paraphrasing it : 

“ Tli(» IIiikJu public tliink Hint lime is triitJi in the iiniiouv i in-iilatCMl by Maiilvis 
that (iiAenniient liave permitte«l the Miis.salinniis to loot Ilnnhi houses for ;t \\eeh. 
Musliim in botlie.. .*ii(‘ iii villn<^(s helpiiijr tht*ii eo-reli#»ion.sts. 

In anothor article, in the same paper, after referring to the fiendish 
attack of, and the terrible oppression conimitted by, Moslems on Hindus, 
it deliberately excites the Hindus by ridiculing them as to wliy they are 
not retaliating- -is it for fear of life ? 

A ham[)le of tlie untruth and of the exaggeration which was indulged 
in, in coim-. ction willi the communal trouble tlien existing, is given by the 
following quota lion from another newspaper • 

“ Many vilhi^os in I’abiia hav^ t,oda\ bren conwrted into .i cremation ground. 
People arc fleeing from villages through fear. Their wealth and property have been 
looted : Die images of their go'ts have been broken. The barbarians in broad daylight, 
without fear, are freely loot big Hindu villagtus, and the Hindus with their mothers 
and sisters are taking shelter in jungles with tigers and bears. The ruffians, with 
Satanic exaltation, have forced the Tlindiis to road the Kalma and tried to convert them 
to Islam. Are they ^loslems or arc they demons * ’’ 

Another pajier, the Bishivamitra, had this writing : 

“ They have bt'cn niialile to snppresM the qoondan, although numberless Hindu 
women have been dishonoured.” 

This was the grossest exaggeration. I am sorry I have to make a 
reference to our Honourable President—^but the paper goes on to say : 

** One curious faet is that, in spite of all this bloodshed in Pabna, Haji Ghuznavi 
(not our Honourable friend here) and Sir Abdur R.ahim have not thought fit to raise 
their lingers in protest.” 

More than one paper insinuated or stated that Sir Abdur Rahim was 
party to a Machiavellian policy—^he was an ally of the “ third party " 
which had been exciting Muslims against Hindus, and why ? For form¬ 
ing a Muslim bloc in the Bengal Council. 

The Sakt% another paper, in a long venomous article under the caption 
“ The Age of Nadir Shah wrote : 

“ Krom the barbarous oppression and persecution that have been committed in 
Pabiia, the question arises, whether Muslim religion means fiondishness. ’ ’ 

The Hindustan of Calcutta, writing on the situation, says : 

“ The Moslem plunderers come and loot houses, Hindu women hide themselves in 
jungles like dogs and jackals, seeing that their honour is in danger. The Moslems, 
who are fond of rioting, are Avandering .about in Pabna like mad beasts eager to destroy 
the property and honour of Hindus.” 

The Jagaran, another paper, puts it in this language : 

** We have heard that Mollas preach to illiterate M.oslcms that the Scriptures say 
that it is sin to remain a widow. For this reason one acquires profound virtue accord¬ 
ing to Islam by outraging by fraud, force or artifice, the honour of Hindus, particularly 
Hindu widows.” 

A typical example of the glib platitude about the third party—the 
fighting communities having noting to do with it — ^is shown by an article 
in the Forward —it is a long article : 

" Possibly Hir Hugh Htephenson is not yet fully assured if the present communal 
tension is sufficient for Hir Abdur Bahim's scheme of forming a Moslem bloc the want 
tf which was keenly felt when dyarchy was killed in Bengal by Deshbandhu Das. ’ ’ 



912 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[12th Sep. 1936. 


[Sir Nripendra Sircar.] 

Our Honourable President was part and parcel of the third party 
whic-ii was following a IMacliiavellian policy of making the brothers quarrel 
amonj^ themselves. 

The Servant in an article said : 

“ The cuimilative i*HVct of this campaij^u of Iliiiflu hatred, the dosocratioii of 
temples and images, delilemcnt of houses, abduction of girls, has been that the Hindus 
living in villages have become panic-stricken, their women do not dare go out of tho 
houses for fear of dishonour, and the im*n tiiemselves live in eoiistant fear of their 
Muhammadan neighlxiiirs. ’ ’ 

Sir, in connection with this trouble in Pabna, 1 claim to know some- 
tJiing about it, because, at that time, 1 was counsel in one of the cases that 
came to Poiirt. Tliis was a small matter, and, like any other ordinary 
squabble in a village, it would have died down in 48 hours : but it took 
mouths to subside and tJic trouble increased out of all proportion as a 
result of 'writings of this kind of which I have given you a few samples. 

Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena (Lucknow Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : Did you condemn these writings then ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I did. If you had been 
allowed to make that inquiry which you were prevented from making, j'ou 
might have discovered the part played by the Press, had that been the 
object ol’ your enquiry. Sir, that was done by the Government of Deugal 
under the special Act which my Honourable friend, Mr. Fu/.lul 11 uq, helped 
in i)assirig. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Fiudul Huq (Bakargunj cum Faridpur : Muhammadan Rural) : 
It was a hireling vote ! 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I am sorry, I couhl not hear 
that interruption ; but if you search the proceedings of the Legislative 
Council in Bengal, it will be found that he did support the Bengal Criminal 
Law Amendment Bill, although he decried it on the floor of the House. I 
have got the volumes here ; in proper time I shall show that my friend is 
suffering from a curious lapse of memory. (Interruptions.) If I am 
allowed to go on without interruption, I may be able to carry out the gentle- 
niorrs agreement which I have arrived at with the Honourable the Leader 
of tlie Opposition ; but if this interruption goes on, my friend will surely 
understand that I am not bound by the bargain, on account of these half 
audible attempted interruptions. 

Then, Sir, coming to another district, llughli, the Pallivasi^ writing 
under the caption ‘‘ Orgy of Crime stated : 

“ The news of repeated breaking of temples and images is making the blood grow 
warm in the views of moribund Tlihdus, J^ot content with breaking temples and 
obstructing marriage processions, the miscreants are making Cow-lorhanis, What 
Hindu is there, whose heart is not filled with hatred towards beastly Moslems. Lustfal 
Moslems in batches are committing oppression on Hindu women. 

Sir, T have given you samples from three districts, and not confined to* 
one year. What, then,. 

Bhai Parma Nand (West Punjab : Non-Muhammadan) : You have 
discovered these after nine years ? You are speaking of things thiit 
occurred in 1926. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : No, Sir ; if my Honourablot 
friend will hold his soul in patience, he will know what I am going to 
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say presently. This communal matter is rather unpleasant to my friend, 
Bhai Parma Nand. This is not confined to one year, nor was it discovered 
only today. As a matter of fact, I was going to tell the House that many 
of these papers were prosecuted, but, as has been stated by the Honourable 
the Home Member, the prosecution of dummy editors had no effect whatso¬ 
ever. The infamous Yugantar was prosecuted five times between 1907 
and 1908, and every lime a man of straw was put forward. 

Bhai Parma Nand : I am not talking of the Yugantar . 

Mr. Presidetnt (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : If the Honour¬ 
able Member wishes 1o address the House, he must rise in his seat. 

The Honourable SSr Nripendra Sircar : As I said. Sir, cold facts 
have heating effect in some quarters. 

The situalion, during the second interregnum, may be shorth’ sum¬ 
marised as follows : Throughout this period, a section of the press was 
flooding the country with articles urging people to break law’^s. Secondly, 
during this period, 1922 to 1929,—T purposely refrain from giving 
examples, because I dealt with this matter on the last occasion,—but this 
IS the .period when the glorification of murderers took an intensive form. 
One has got to turn to the i)ages of some of these papers only to sec that 
column after column, day after day, there was nothing but cannonisation 
of murderers, worshipping them, calling them saints and liberators, 
holding them as glorious examples to be followed by others. 

Then, the third thing, that was going on, was the fanning of this com¬ 
munal bitterness. I presume. Sir, if any f)ress law had been in existence, 
if any of these poisonous papers had been proceeded against by the 
authorities, we would have been told that the Satanic Government was 
crushing the spirit of Nationalism, that this torch of knowledge could no 
longer pass from hand to hand, that we could no longer have free discus¬ 
sion or free exchange of ideas which is so necessary for human advance¬ 
ment, as w\as pointed out by my friend, Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant. 

Pandit Oovind Ballabh Pant (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : 
Noii lMuhammadan Rural) : You dispute your principle ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar ; I don’t dispute it at all, so 
far Bh legitimate and permissible functioms of the press is coucerned. 
But These papers were not prevented from carrying the torch of knowledge, 
but tliey were prevented from emitting poison gas, which was Ihe sole 
duty M'hieh they had taken upon themselves to discharge. (“ Hear, hear 
from Official Benches.) 

I come now, Sir, to the third interregnum. The press legislation of 
^ 1930 ceased to have any effect from March to end of v.)ctober, 

1 need hardly remind the House that at this time the Press Ordinances 
were issued. 

^ When the press law had been in operation, the situation had vastly 

greedy for power, once more took the risk 
111 1930 of repealing the press law. 

Let us see, Sir, what happened vrithin these six or seven months. We 
Mad, as was to be expected, because history had repeated itself twice and it 
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was re|M>atiiig ilsolt* for a third time,—the immediate appearaiiee of articles, 
poems ami .stories,* j)oenis and stories being the special feature of 
Ihnnbay,- in glorification of murderers, of incitement to violence, un- 
rostraineil f)rais(* of persons like Uliagat Singh, Dinesli Gupta, Kanai 
Lai IHitt. Tins was the daily feature of juuiierous papers in most of the 
Provinces, as soon a,s the press law was repealed in 1930. One lias only 
1(» read tlie articles to see the trend of them, and the object of most of 
them was in praise of murderers, and to indulge in outrageous and 
fulsome thnlteiy of assassins. Any young person who, not having the 
subtlety of my friend. Pandit Malaviya, would at once be led to the 
conclusion that, after all, this is one of the noblest achievements possible 
for him, and that murder would earn for him the gratitude of a section 
of the press ?nd the public. Then, the third, as I said, was tlie incite¬ 
ment ^0 break all laws, because they are laws of a foreign Government. 
Then, fourthly, the articles like llravo Ghittaigong ”, somewhat on 
llie lines of “ Bravo Ay.ad ” of Pandit Malaviya, the “ Martyrdom of 
Dinesh Gupta ”, j)ublLshed daily and in the most prominent fashion, 
M’onh] reasonably be expected to lead to the inevitable consequences of 
such writings, and you will find, Sir, that this period of six or seven 
months is crowded with terrorist outrages. 

('’an you give me, Sir, just a few minutes to tell you as to what 
happened within these six months ? 

-1 will just remind the House of the items without going into details. 
We have five cases, and I think 1 ought to take the precalution of saying 
tliat those remarks are confined to happenings in Bengal,—F do not intend 
these 1o a])plv to other provinces so far as this part of the argument is 
concerned. We had five cases of bomi) throwing on police stations. The 
cases were tried in Court, and the accused were convicted. 

In April, 1931, Mr. Peddie was murdered, and one has only to com¬ 
pare the writings in a certain section of the press in April, 1931, wlien 
there was no press law. with the writing which appeared on the death of 
Jlr. Burge in 1934, when many of these papers had attained morality as 
the result of press legislation. 

Tlien. Sir, we had the murder of Mr. Garlick, Sessions Judge, the 
attempt on Mr. Cassels, the murder of Mr. Ahsanulla, the police inspector 
01 Chittagong, attempt on Mr. Dunro, the attempt on Mr. Villiers,— he 
was not killed, but was severely wounded,—and, during tliis third inter¬ 
regnum,--! hanks to the spirit of lawlessness and of defiance of the con¬ 
stituted autliorities created by Civil Disobedience or the law-breaking 
mov(mient,—very intensive results were obtained within six months. The 
two movements were natural allies, having the same object, viz.. 
paralysing and destroying the Government. That was the situation 
from April to November, 1930, when, for the third time, the 
press law had been repealed. History had shown the folly of 
repealing press laws for even six months. You will also notice from 
the dates, the periods during which this Government patiently waited 
before taking such a drastic step as the press legisl;ition. On the 
ursl occasion, they waited from 1904, if not from the end of 1903. The 
first JJiild step was taken in 1908, and a real step was taken in 1910 a 
period of five to six years. ’ 
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When the second press law was repealed, the Governnient waited for 
full seven years, relied on ordinary law and carried on jjroscciilions under 
section and all other sections of the Indian Penal Code, and it 

was round to be ineffective. 

The argiinienl.s fur discontinuance shortly are these. First, it is said 
that terrorism is now negligible. Now, tSir, again I have no desire lo go 
into facts and figures on this occasion, but my Honourable friend, Mr. 
Akliil Chandra Datta, either in his speech this time, or on the last occa¬ 
sion, or probably botli, pointed out that there were a far less number of 
terrorist outrages in lf);U as compared with 1931-il2. I'hat is admitted. 
The ijumber of outrages in 1934 were less. Probably, my Honourable 
friend lias not taken notice of the fact that, in 1934, lliere >\ere 49 cases in 
wdiicli arms, bombs, revolvers, had been found on searches. 1 am not 
referring to the discovery of arms, connected wnth tliose who were tried 
in Court and were convicted of sr*ecitic ads of teriorisrn, but to cases of 
amis, tound in illicit posses.^ion. These Avere 49 in number, and five cases 
are reported where no trace could be found of lost or stolen arms. 

I think it is also a significant fad that, dur iig lliesc searclics, 1 do 
not rciMcinher the luiinber—in some cases tlie ])oIi(t‘ discovered country- 
made rcvolv(Ms, one of llicm was exhibited in o)ie case showing apparent¬ 
ly that, in some part of the coimtry, whether in Bengal or out of 
Bengal, I have no information, revolvers were being made. 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta (Chittagong and Rajshahi Divisions ; 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Some revolvers are made by the informers 
themselves. That has been the finding of the Courts. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : No, that Is not the finding 

of the Court. 1 shall stand corrected if the Honourable Member will 
'show me any judgment. The two cases which ray Honourable friend 
thinks of and another case to which my Honourable friend did not 
refer—in those cases it was not that the revolvers were manufactured 
by the informers, nothing of the kind. 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta : That is the finding. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : That is not the finding in 
the cases I have in mind or he referred to. Once more, if I may make 
a short disgression, those two oases which were cited by my Honourable 
friend go to show that the informers on these two occasions planted 
revolvers or bombs and laid a false charge against certain people. 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta : Not only planted, but made. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : No, Sir. T deny that. 
There is no use contradicting a thing more than thrice. 

Mr. Akhil Chandra Datte : Anyway, there is the finding. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I said there is no finding. 

I have denied four times, and let us stop after four times. 

In these cases, it was the wretched Government which started 
prosecution of these informers. In one case, the sentence was con¬ 
sidered low, and it was again this wretched Government which went up 
in appeal for an enhancement of the sentence. (Interruption by Mr. 
Akhil Chandra Datta.) I think my Honourable friend is too dangerously 
near other interrupters and is getting their habit. 
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Let me try to remember where I digressed from. As 1 have said, 
)1 have no desire once more to go into facts relating to terrorism, but 
1 would like to place before this House one and one document only. 

1 should explain what tiiis document is. This is a letter, rather 
long, which purports to be written by a gentleman of the name of 
Krishnadas Singh Koy. Mr. Krisbnadas Singh Koy is not a police 
informer. He lived at Sabarmati for some time, lie is tlie author of 
a book whicli is called, “ Seven Months with Gandhi ’—“ Mahatma 
has been omitted by him, and not by me. He came to Bengal early in 
19:10 to launch the Civil Disobedience Movement. Early in April, 1930, 
he addressed meetings in Calcutta, full accounts of which will be found 
in the Forward, Advance and other papers. The meetings were orga¬ 
nised by the North Calcutta District Congress Committee, and, two days 
later, after his first speech, Mr. Krishnadas was introduced to the 
audience in another meeting by Mr. Sen-Gupta. Rightly or wronglyi 
Mr. Krishnadas Singh l\oy deseribe.d himself as Secretary of Mahatma 
Gandhi. In his earlier speech, Mr. Krishnadas explained the various 
stagt‘s of complett' indepeiuh'iice, namely, ll) Delition, (2) Non-Co- 
Oj)erati.)n, (3) Civil Disobedience, and (4) Anarchy. 

In December, 1930, lie started what is well-known to my Bengal 
friends, I am sure, the Bengal (hiuncil of Action ", Mr. Krishnadas 
Singli Roy, according to a statement in the press, the correctness of 
which we cannot vouch for. and which statement ap])eared on the loth 
Deeembor, 1931. was appointed office Secretary of the All-India Congress 
Committee. 

This gentleman was extensively t<)nring in Bengal, and, fortunately, 
he had much better luck than my Honourable friend, Mr. Saksena. He 
was extensively touring in Bengal, and, as lie was having interviews 
with persons who were suspected to be terrorists. Government took the 
precaution,—a precaution which Mr. Saksena says has also been taken 
in his case, but about which I know nothing—Government took the pre¬ 
caution of intercepting the letters which he was writing. From aboard 
“ Masuda ’’ at Chandpnr- he was touring in East Bengal—^he wrote a 
letter addressed to Mahatma Gandhi which never reached Mahatma 
Gandhi, because it was intercepted. 

Mr. M. S. Aney : By another Mahatma 1 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Bv another person acting 
under Statutely authority, and not the way in which you get hold of 
Hallettvs circulars. 

Tn February, 1931, this letter, written from aboartl Masada 
was intercepted. May T road some extracts from this letter ? I am 
only keeping back two names, T, for obvious reasons, do not want to 
disclose those two names. T will refer to them as Mr. A. and Mr. B. 

The writer is talking of the Congress Party in Bengal : 

‘ * I interviewed Mr. * A ^ on the 7th evening. What I gathered from him is that he 
appreciated your position on the subject of release of prisoners." 

I may just make one digression to remind the House that, as Honour-, 
able Members may know from the correspondence and from what T 
said on the 29th March, violent pressure was being put upon Mahatma 
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Gaudhi to intercede with the Viceroy for tlie release, not only of Civil 
Disobedience prisoners, but of terrorists, to which pressure Mahatma 
Gandhi would not yield : 

“ 1 interviewed Mr. * A ' on tho 7th evening. What I gathered from him is that 
he appreciated your position on tho subject of release of prisoners, but he pleaded and 
will plead before you tliat the situation in Bengal required that the group of revolu¬ 
tionaries in Bengal, if possible, be satisfied. 1 think, Bapu {that is meant for 
Oandhi ),—I think, Bapu, I have correctly represented my talk with Mr. ^ A \ 1 am 
in a fix. When 1 came out of jail in October last, I realised, and Fanditji agreed 
with me when 1 sought Ids advice in the matter, that it was not possible to revive the 
movement in Bengal and make tho Congress felt unless all our resources were combined. 
'I'hat was what led me to aiiproacli him to join hands with us which led to the Council 
of Action. But this much f know, that, judged from the stiuidpoint of non-violence, 
there is not much to choose between Mr. ‘ A ' and Mr. ' B \ 

The writer then proceeds to say : 

* ‘ Mr. ‘ B’s ’ party consists of : 

(1) Aniishilaii grou^i of revolutionaries, 

(13) \alisli Habu's gremp of revolutionaries, ilso pledged to violence, 

(3) Communists pledged to viohmeo and terrorism, fundamentally opposed to non¬ 
violence. A small group, but very devoted. 

Mr. ‘ A’s ’ party consists of : 

(1) Yugantar group of revolutionaries—policy guided from Calcutta and Uanchi, 

but tho organisation has ramifications throughout Bengal. Tho present 
B. P. C, 0. is under control of this group of men pledged to the cult of 
violence, but not opposed to mass movements of non-violent kind, it being 
the opinion of this group that such movement is most helpful towards 
preparing the ground for greater revolution which was bound to be based 
on violence. 

Hence this group did not oppose but participated in the movement of 1921 as also 
this present movement and is mainstay of Mr. ' A 

Bengal politics is nothing but struggle for power (whether in the B. P, 0. C. or in 
the Calcutta Corporation) between this group and the Anushilan group. Mr. ^ A ’ and 
Mr. * B ’ are pawns in the game. 

(2) Bepin Ganguli's group of revolutionaries, originally belonging to Mr. ‘ B’s * 

party, but has now gone over to Mr. * A’s ' party. 

My own impression is that Mr. ‘ A ’ has got a compact party, with some amount of 
discipline, whereas Mr. ‘ B's * party is a more or less ramshackle one, with elements 
which arc bound together only by their common opposition to tho present executive of 
the B. P. C. C.^’ 

The authorities in Bengal arc in no way indebted to Mr. Krishna 
Das for his statements, because this was also their inevitable conclusion, 
not merely from people who are called police informers, but from cases 
tried in Court and from other sources. From the 56 cases, cited by me, 
any one with a little patience will find out from the number of docu¬ 
ments which have been exhibited in these cases that the conclusions of 
Mr. Krishnadas are wholly justified. From these and numerous other 
materials, the Government of Bengal were perfectly well aware that the 
Oongress in Bengal cannot go on without the sympathy and help of the 
terrorists. They knew perfectly well that all this fight between two 
groups in Bengal is really a fight between Anushilan group and the 
Yugantar group, the two well-known parties of terrorists, one under 
the guidance of one party in Bengal Congress, and the other under the 
guidance of another party. 
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A few, who are ignorant of the facts, may complain of the light 
grounds on whicli Government come to conclusions, but 1 can assure the 
House that the common belief, that, as soon as an informer comes and 
says that Mr. ‘ A ' or Mr. ‘ B ^ has done something, Government proceed 
to take action, is entirely wrong. Government know that it is a tainted 
source, and, therefore, wholly unreliable, and no responsible high official 
will take any action only upon the information given by a common 
informer unless that is corroborated by otlier incidents or other evidence. 
{An Ilonuurahle Member : “ Question.’’) The question cannot be put 
by anyone who knows the fads. 1 have now dealt with the argument 
that terrorism has disappeared, as concisely as time permits. 

Now, I come to the next argument that the Civil Disobedience 
Movement has been suspended. Sir, we acknowJedge, and, I tliink, Mr. 
Datta, referred to the circular of June, 19IM, in which it was stated that 
Civil Disobedience has been suspended, but, Sir, is it not also a fact 
that the leaders of the movement, ever since the date of that circular, 
have gone on giving us warning after warning that we are labouring 
under a delusion, that the mentality has not changed, that the ideal has 
not been diluted, and that the movement may be started as soon as the 
retired forces get a suitable opportunity. 

Now, as I said, it is the leaders of tlie non-co-operation movement 
who have been warning us of one delusion in thinking that we can pro¬ 
ceed on the footing that this movement is dead, 

I think one of the Honourable Members, Dr. Khare^ said in a 
speech in this House For immediate effects, I am not ashamed to admit 
that the Civil Disobedience Movement has failed. That does not mean 
our mentality has changed Of course, not. We had warnings in 
this House too. 1 am coming to that in a minute. 

Dr. Sitaramayya said that the “ Congress cannot be expected to die 
because of its non-co-operation ideal ”. We have had it from Babu 
Rajendra Prasad the other day that this mo\ement has been only sus¬ 
pended and not given up. We have been assured in this House that this 
movement is a kind of birthriglil. Tt cannot be given up. It cannot be 
suppressed and it is idle to legislate against it. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga ; Consult the Finance Member ! 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : 1 can assure my friend, 
Mr. Ranga, that I am taking no offimee at his interruption. T know it 
is something like an involuntary and automatic action. 

Now, Sir, as regards birthright ”, I presume it is the “ birthright ”■ 
of the Gond to offer human sacrifice. I believe it is the birthright 
and the belief of some orthodox Hindus to obstruct the Ilarijan using 
the King’s highway, and it is also the .sincere and religious belief and 
birthright of some fanatics to assassinate people who, they think, are 
non-believers. With their beliefs or with their sincerity or the amount 
of delusion, under which they are suffering, we are not concerned. 
There is no punishment for ideas : but, if, in pursuance of those ideas, 
overt acts are committed which are unlawful, then the Government must 
be prepared to do one of two things. It ought either to say : ” We* 
abdicate, come, my brethren, my non-violent’ brethren, and break one- 
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another's lieads ” (Laughter), or it ought to pay no regard to what 
has been claimed as a birthright. 

My Honourable friend, Dr. Dcshmukb, in liis very breezy speech, 
said : Civil Disobedience is an idea Well, Sir, in so far as it is 
an idea, it is not punisliable, and nobody has said or even suggested 
that from this side. In preaching an idea, there is no offence, unless 
you are setting up people to commit violence or things of that kind. 
There is no harm if a man gets the id(‘a and publishes anywhere that 
the best thing which can happen is to take over the properties of all 
propertied men without compensation ; that we should nationalise all 
the means of production, and, after all, li has been said that women 
are the means of production {Criea of “ Order, order from the 
Opposition Benches). (An Honourable Memhcr : It is un¬ 
worthy of you.’*). 

Mr. S. Satyamurti (Madras City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : On 
a point of order, Sir, T submit, there is such a thing as a rule of decency 
which all Honourable Members, even those on the Government Front 
Benehes, should obser\e. I submit. Sir, it is indecent to say that 
women are the means of production, I submit there are rules of 
decorum, and T do ask your ruling. Sir. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Sir, before you give your 
ruling, I should like to slate that some men may ])reaeh this ; this has 
actually been preached ; T can give my Honourable friend books in 
which that has hoen preached. (An Honourable Member : ‘‘ Never in 
India.”) T have not said or suggested in this country ”. What T 
am trying to show—^if my Honourable friend will only not purposely 
misunderstand and restrain himself—I have not suggested that this 
has been done or can be done by any Indian ; but I am taking an ex¬ 
treme case to show that, even if one preaches such filthy ideas, which 
undoubtedly are abhorrent to all of us here, it is no crime, it is an idea, 
it is like “ ('ii^il Disobedience ” an idea, and we have no quarrel with 
ideas, so long as you do not give effect to them by unlawful means. 

Sir, about the breaking of laws being a birthright, I think it would 
be impossible to carry on any system of civilized Government if people 
are allowed to do that. (Interruption.) My interrupting friend can 
have his own opinion ; he can keep it to himself. 

No civilised Government can go on if anyone and everyone can 
come forward and pick out and choose laws and say that this is the 
law which I am going to break ”. Sir, may I put it to the House in 
the very terse manner in which it was put by my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Satyamurti, in his speech in Bengal. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : You read it before ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Not this portion. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; Read the whole of it. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : That will take a very long 
time. My Honourable friend, Mr. Satyamurti, said in his speech at 
Calcutta : 

•* Satjnerraha and non-payment of taxes and disobedience of laws are all votv 
well, when we are fighting a foreign bnreaneracy. But I dread to think of the futuTf* 
Swaraj Government, if it has continually to fight among its own citizens,—Ratyagrahis, 
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passive resisters and law-breakers. There is a dangerous doctrine today that Satyagraha 
is a more potent weapon than the ballot-box. It may be or it may not be, but no 
civilised Government can exist, if every citizen thereof claims the right to decide for 
himself whether a tax should be paid or not, or whether a law should be obeyed or 
not.' ’ 


Sir, tliose are exactly our views : I have no doubt that wben 
these unworthy people walk out from this side {An Honourable Member : 

Driven out —^yes, or are driven out from this side, if then my 
Honourable friend (Mr. Satyamurti) is in charge of the alfairs, in some 
]irovince perliaps he will give a short shrift to the Justicites. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : We shall be prosecuting them in “ Courts of 

law 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Yes, under this Act. 
The strongest argument in support of this Bill is to be gathered from 
w'hat has happened on tlie floor of this House. T have referred 1o tlie 
assertion of right to start the Civil Disobedience Movement ag«iin, and 
I have no desire to refer to it again. We have been told that it is not 
going to be given up. Very well, let ns proceed on the assumption that 
the army has only retreated, and is only biding its time, and is Avaiting 
to attack us till it is sufficiently strong again. May T refer to what niy 
Honourable friend, Mr. Aney, said : 

“ This is not whot Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya said. What he meant w is 
this, etc.' ’ 

But WO know what my Honourable friend, Pandit Krishna Kant 
Malaviya, said. We have got his words before us. But before I quote 
only three or four of his sentences, may I tell the House as to who was 
thi.s Mr. Azad, for whom this poignant grief was expressed ? Sir, in 
liis s])eec]i, my Honourable friend, Pandit Malaviya, said : 

lie was a great organiser, a gentleman to the core of his bones. Not one shot 
of Azad’s missed the mark, who can help admiring this young man ",— 

and he admitted that Azad was a terrorist, otherwise there is no 
sens'' in the sentence used by him that ‘‘ some people were trying to 
make Azad give up terrorism Then, my friend said that he was a 
groat organizer. Organizer of what ? Does my Honourable friend 
suggest in his speech that Azad had any activities other than terrorism ? 
Was he an organizer of nursing homes and hospitals ? Or was h(' a 
great organizer of terrorists ? 

Now, Sir, that is Mr. Azad. And, further. Pandit Malaviya 
said : 

^ ^ I never met him, I do not know him, but, of course, he must be a good man. * ’ 
{Laughter.) 

Sir, this Mr. Azad, in the years 1924 and 1925, committed a series 
of ruthless dacoities, with murder, which culminated in the notorious 
train dacoity at Kakori near Lucknow and in which a van was looted 
and an innocent Indian passenger was shot to death. His complicity 
in Ihe crimes was proved beyond doubt by other witnesses who were 
examined in his absence, but he would not face trial to challenge the 
mass of evidence produced against him. He became ‘‘ a proclaimed 
and absconding offender with a reward of Bs. 5,()()0 for hiS artest. 




THE CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL. 


921 


While absconding in the Kakori Conspiracy case, he joined Bhagat 
Singh and others. There was strong evidence to prove that he covered 
Bhagat Singh and Rajguru when they murdered Air. Saunders on tlie 
17th December, 1928. He shot coiLsiable Clianan Singh dead when he 
was pursued. He thus again became an accused in the Ijahore (-onspiracy 
Case of 19110, in which he became a “ proclaimed and absconding 
offender witli a further reward of lls. 5,000 for his arrest. But he 
would not come and appear in Court ! He would have been tried by 
the judiciary and not detained by the executive ! 

Mr. Azad, the iidmittedly successful organizer of terrorism, then 
joined the grcuip o/ the accused in the Delhi Conspiracy Case. They 
not only coimnitt(*d dacoity on the Oadodia Stores, but they were 
raanufacluriiig e^idosives in a housr which, when searched, yielded 
explosives sufficient for the preparation of 6,000 bombs. Referring to 
this genlleman. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May T know from my Honourable friend what 
he is reading from V If he is reading from any document, I suggest 
that it slif.uld be placed on the table of the House. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Honour¬ 
able Member may inform the House what he is reading from. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Sir, when my Honourable 
fiiends say that on a certain occasion five persons were arrested and 
assaulted in Midnapore by the police, do they produce any documents 
in support of their statements ? What I am reading is the purport 
extracted from three heavy paper books and these paper books are 
available to anybody. 

Referring to Azad, Pandit Malaviya stated : 

** He was a grejit organiser, a gentleman to the core of his bones. Not ono shot 
of Azad’s missed the mark, who can help admiring this youngman f I say. Sir, we 
Indians could have slept soundly without caring for the defence of our country, 
making him our Commander-in-Chief. We could have placed him in charge of the 
Army.' ’ 

Sir, my Jloiunirable friend. Pandit Malaviya, an exponent of the 
creed of non-violence, a follower of the Civil Disobedience Movement, 
has nothing, I regret to say, but unstinted praise and admiration for 
the murderers, and, whatever the inner state of his feelings may be, 
this kind of speech read by the young and the unbalanced can lead to 
one conclusion, the conclusion to which I have already referred. 
(Applause from Official Benches and Official Box.) 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : I rise on a point of order. I see cheers from 
the Official Box. They have no right to cheer from there. They are 
mere visitors and they ought to be called to order. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The occupants 
of the Official Box should not cheer. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar ; The cheers, I believe, are 
from the official Benches. Sir, my Honourable friend. Pandit Malaviya, 
is equally a violent admirer of Kauai Lai Dutt. Why ? Because he 
was one of the men who was responsible for the murder of two defence¬ 
less innocent women, Mrs. and Miss Kennedy, and who has also at his 

credit the additional fact of murdering. 

LSOSLAD r 
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Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya (Henarcs and Gorakhpur Divisions ; 
Noii-.M uhiiJuriKulan Kuralj : I said that the editor ot tlic Pioneer ad¬ 
mired him. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra S'rcar : I am not giviiij' way. Jf 
there is any personal explanation which the Honourable Member wants 
to make, Jn‘ slum Jit take llie Cluiir's permission. I am quoting from 
liis s])eeeh as il was taken down. 

Kr. President (The Ilononrablo fciir Abdur Rahim) : The Honour¬ 
able Member is ncu giving wa}", and if the Honourable Member (Pandit 
Krishjia Kant Malaviya) has any personal explanation to offer, he 
can do that at the end of his speech. • 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I know this miicli that my 
iJonoir.al)le friend Jiad taken the precaution—rather an unusual one— 
of taking «iway the manuscript for correcting it twice instead of the 
usual process (d* correcting it once. 

Mr. M, S. Aney : Whence did the ironourable Member get that 
information I 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : H my Ibmourable friend 
is thinking that I got hold of it as my friend got of the Hallett 
Circular, he is wrong. That is not the way T got it. I got it by per¬ 
fectly h'gitimale means. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : On a point of personal explana¬ 
tion. When 1 was talking about Kanai Dal Dutt, the Honourable the 
Homo Meni))er inquired from me as to who was the editor of the 
PH))ice)\ 1 said that I do not remember the name. It was about 1908, 
pei’liaps tlie editor wms Mr. Oliasney. But 1 was not sure about it. 
This I'eing the case, my Honourable friend, the Law Member, should 
remember it. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : That is altogether irrele¬ 
vant, l)ecause I had not referred to that incident at all. But, as a 
matter of fact, it is incorrect to say that the Pioneer had glorified the 
deeds (which are the words used by my Honourable friend) of Kanai 
Lai Dutt. 

Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya : My exact words are “ He paid 
a tribute to that man 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : If this is the evidence be¬ 
fore the House, then it is clear that the Civil Disobedience is suspended 
only for a time (whatever the reasons may be), and it may come on at any 
time. Judging by the applause with which the part of the speech 
of my Honourable friend, Pandit Malaviya, which I have quoted, was 
received, can we not infer that he is not shining in solitary glory. 
TF that IS the evidence before this House, is this House going to be 
told that all causes for the continuance of this Act have disappeared ? 
Reasons for cojitinuance are as groat as they were before. 

Sir, Rardar Sant Singh gave us a warning. He said that the 
Government will have to pav a very heavy price if they do not learn 
bv Ibo les<’ons of history. Sir, we have learnt by the lessons of 
history. Wo tried the repeal of press laws three times, and every 
time the history has shown that repeal is followed by the sprii^ging 
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up of a iiUTiibcr of papers which indulge mainly in the glorification of 
murder, incitement to violence, breaking of laws and fann.ng into 
flame of coiiiiiiunal passions. TJiat is what liistory has taught us and 
as It is the executive on whom, at the present moment, falls tlie duty 
of maintaining law and order, they will be failing in their duty if they 
would not ask lliis House to continue this Act instead of repealing it. 

Sir, one word I must say about my Honourable friend, Mr. Asaf Ali, 
with regard to tlie threat wliich lie held over Members. He said, if you 
vote in support of the consideration of the Bill, then th(‘re is no 
chance of your coming next time. Now, Sir, those to wliom this 
remark is addressed may eitlier think that, the motion ought to be 
supported on its merits or their eoiichisions may b(* (diierwise. Tf you 
think that it ouuht n(»t to be supported, then yon do not require the 
bogey of the disaster wliich will meet you at the ii(*-\t election, [f you 
think on tlie merits that it ought to he supporter], th'*n are you going 
to h(; told that Avhatever your honest eonviction may be, plea.se do not 
vole for it, beeanse, in the o|>ini(>ii of my nonoiirahl(‘ fi-ieml, Mr. Asaf 
Ali, you will lud. orjine hack. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Where are your friends of last year ? They 
cire all gone. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I am glad that you are 
coming liard; to foim ])y interrupting. May I remind the House that 
Mr. (Ja;\a lhasad Singh, Mr, Bhuput Sing, Mr. S. (h M/itra, Sir Jlari 
Singh Goiir, Mr. Amar Nath Dntt, Mr. dog, all tho.se who violently 
resisted the referenee to tlie Select Committee have not been returned 
by a gratrd’iil <*oiintry. (Official Applause.) 1 liope my Honourable 
friend, the Lc'ader of the Opposition, will not mind if I take a little 
more time than T wanted to. 

Mi. Bliulabhai J. Desai : The Honourable Member lias exceeded 
his time. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Honour- 
a])h‘ Member can go on. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I hope. Sir, you will give 
me some rebate for the interruptions. 

Now, Sir, may I have a passing word about ray Honourable friend, 
Mr. Fu;d nl Huq, who boldly asserted that, if you look to tlie iiroceed** 
iiigs of the Legislative Council in Bengal, you will find that lie never 
supported the Criminal Tmv Amendment Bill. Sir, T have got Ihe pro¬ 
ceedings of what happened in the Bengal Council before me. The Bill 
was moved and asked to be taken into consideration on the 21st August, 
19rJ0, in the Bengal Council by the Honourable Mr. Prentice. Sir, on 
that date the House sat till 7 p,m. or a little later than 7 p,m. There 
were six divisions, and, if the records are right, there was no voting 
on that occasion by Mr. Fuzlul Iluq at all. He can very well say th.at 
he did not supjiort on that date that Bill, as we might also say, he did 
not opf>osc the lUll on that date. 

But, Sir, the next day, that is on the 22nd August, in the first 
division, there was no voting by Mr. Huq ; the second division was 
occasioned by Mr, Satish Chandra Roy having moved an amendment 
which was to this effect. As Honourable Members are aware, under 

li206LAD t2 
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this Act, men suspected by the executive can on executive suspicion 
be detained in jail. 1 am giving; this in colloquial language. Mr. 
Satish Chandra Roy moved an amendment that they should at least 
be told in wi itiiig as to what the charges are. What did my Honour¬ 
able friend, Mr. Huq, do ^ Did he support the Government V Yes, 
he did. 

Then, there are two inore divisions. I won’t tire the House with 
details as to the oei-asions on which he supported the Government, in 
passing the Criminal Law Amendment Bill—a Bill which, as lie has 
been stateil by one of the Honourable Members here, with which 
stateiMeuL 1 am in entire agreement, a Bill which gives hundred times 
more power to the executive than the Bill we are discussing-^-that is 
the Bill which my Honourable friend supported, and when he wa* 
informetl of this by my Honourable friend, bir Abdul Halim Ghu/mavi, 
my Honourable friend, Mr. Fuzlul Huq, gut up and said ; “ If you look 
into the records, you wdll find that 1 have not supported even on a 
single oecfision That is the position. 

Sir, the Honourable the Commerce Member referred to the speetdi 
of my lloiioiirable friend, Mr. Satyarnurti, who said that when ive get 
Swaraj—Swaraj is the panacea for all the ills including failui’c of 
monsoon—rains will fall from heaven. My Honourable friend, Mr. 
Satyamurti, contradicted and said : “ What I meant was that In our 
lime, wdien rain docs fall, we shall not allow it to waste There 
was tremendous applause from his friends. Let us see what is the 
rej)ort as given in the press, because, after all, w^c have to proceed on 
])ublish(‘d rt'ports. and they are not contradicted by my Honourable 
friend. 1 am quoting from the Madras Mail. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : My enemy. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : What he said was this : 
w^e will bring w-ater from the heavens—and, so far as the text of his 
sjieech is concerned, they are the same in all the newspapers, and the 
Madras Mail —the enemy of my Honourable friend,—may have twisted 
the hcadliiies. \ow% let me read from the extract of his speech : 

“ There are many rivers in this country, but no water. Whom aro we to blame, 
God, the Government or our enemies, the Justice party. At no time, in the hoary 
history of India, has India experienced such a dearth of water and poverty. But in 
the days of swaraj we will bring w’ater from the heavens as Bhagiratha did in the 
days of the epic and make it How in all the rivers.'' 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; On a point of personal explanation. I was 
speaking in my mother tongue, i.d., Tamil. I was speaking colloquially as 
I always do in my part of the country, and I can do so now ; however, it 
is no good for this House. What I did say and what I meant was that, 
as in the epic days, Bhagiratha did bring water from the heavens and as 
he dug canals---that is a well-known story in onr epics—^we must also con¬ 
serve our water and make them flow into all the rivers. I do say that when 
we get Swaraj, we shall construct more irrigation works than this Gov¬ 
ernment has done. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Sir, I am glad that I do not 
know that language, Tamil. It is such a dangerous language that my 
Honourable friend had often recourse to the defences, namely, that he 
spoke in Tamil. 
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Before I resume my seat, I may be permitted to summarise my pusi- 
tion concisely. 1 say we have tried the experiment of repeal of i'ress 
Laws three times, and every time with disastrous results. I say, Sir, that 
the Press Act has not suppressed the Press. 

My Honourable friend, Pandit Govind J^allabh Pant’s lij^iu'es do not 
bear out the conclusion arrived at by him. In fact, Sir, the proj^ressive 
increase has not only been maintained, but it has been much greater after 
the Press Act was introduced for the last time in 1930. That is what I'iie 
figures show. What my Honourable friend did was that he lumped up 
the figures for seven years. We must always remember that the news¬ 
paper reading public is increasing and that newspapers are increasing. 
Have I made a mistake in summing up wliat rny Honourable fiiend said. 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant : Where am 1 wrong ? That is the 
explanation I want. They are increasing ; ])ut the facts are there that 
they increased between 1922 and IJKU) in much greater [)roportion than 
between 1910 and 1922. I stand on the statistics which are published 
in Government publications. I would place the statistics before the 
Finance Member and ask him to decide as an umpire. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I took some trouble to work 
out the statistics from year to year. I find in 1920-21 it has increased 
by 26, next there was an increase of 77. I have got all the figures. Then 
there was an unexpected reduction in 1925 and 1926 by 23 which of course 
was the time when there was no press legislation. However, that is not 
relevant. I find from the figures for 1930 to 1934 that the increase in 
1931, was 61, in 1932, it was 84, in 1933, it was 85 and in 1934, it was 
335, and so on. Sir, one has only to read the papers in the morning 
wliieh we receive and to see what criticism has been stopped by this legis¬ 
lation. Criticism reasonable, and unreasonable, and partly reasonable 
and partly unreasonable, criticisms bitter and severe—I am making no 
point or grievance about it, all these are quite entitled to appear and are 
appearing in the papers now. Criticisms most severe and sometimes 
extremely bitter have come out now in the daily columns of the news- 
])apers every morning. What has been stopped ? The grievance is that 
what ha*s been stopped is that you cannot incite people to murder, and the 
olhei* matters which the Honourable the Home Member has mentioned. 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant : Do not these papers come within the 
purview of the scojie of the present Act ? If you wanted it, wliy did you 
not stop it ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : If I take my friend’s assump¬ 
tion to be riglit that we could stop them. 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant : J do not want you to take my assump¬ 
tion, but to answer it as an expert whether it is so or not. 

The .Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Either T can stop it and I am 
not stopping it. That would he charging Government with a generosity 
which has never been done before. But surely I cannot answer a ques¬ 
tion whether a paper comes within it or not. There may be a ])articulax 
article which comes within it. T have no special paper in mind, but if it 
is my friend’s reading that some of these papers do urge things which come 
within this Act and we have not prosecuted them, if T am right in the 
assumption. 
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Pandit Oovind Ballabh Pant : 1 ain putting this to the Honourabie 
the Law J\1 ember. My suggestion is that the Aet as it stands today with 
its comprehensive scope is sucii that every single paper can be roped in 
oniy ii' Government wanted to do so. 1 want to know wliether that im¬ 
pression of mine is correct or not, and I seek yOur expert advice ; 1 am 
not putting it as an argument at all. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : My advice is tliat aJl papers 
cannot be ro])cd in, and, even where Ihey cail be roped in, no action is 
taken, unless they are so objectionable that tiiey should be roped in, m 
public interest. 

Sir, I am afraid I have come to the limit of my time. I have put the 
points which I desired to make about the eontiiiuancc of the Act as shortly 
as I could. 1 liave no desire to go into any of the sections except that I 
may be allowed, before 1 resume my seat, to point out that certain matters 
in connection with law winch fell from my Honourable friend, 
Mr. iSatyaiiiurti, do not seem to be correct. They are not very important, 
but [ may refer for instance to this. I Jind from his speech a statement 
that 111 Englfind you cannot convict for sedition unless there is an overt 
aet. If he has said that, it is not correct. I have looked up the English 
law^ rf sedition aiul thul that an overt act is not necessary. But after all 
it is a minute point. 

Then, Sir, either my Honourable friend or somebody else said that 
what is called peaceful picketing is no offence in England. I beg to differ 
from him and I ivill refer iny Honourable friend to Arehbold's Criminal 
Practice. He ivill iind there r(‘fereiiee to Statutes whieli enact lliat induce¬ 
ment by wljat is called peaceful picketing has been made puiiislui]>fe. But 
1 do not think 1 should tire th(‘ House with small matters like these. I 
submit, Sir, the present iiosition of the House has to be remembered. We 
are having legislation discussed in this House. I kno^v that the legislation 
is bf?ing done by at, least one section ^y\\o have admiration not for law but 
for breaking the law. And 1 mean no olfence, but law breakers are now 
the law-niakers, and that ajiplies to a large section of this House. One 
has got to remember w hat w as so clearly stated by tlie Leader of the Oppo¬ 
sition in the clearest language wdien he delivered his short speech of six 
lines on the Silver Jubilee grant. He said : “ You cannot expect us to 
directly or indirectly help in any measure wdiich wdll help this present 
rule I am not giving liis exact wmrds though T have got them here. 
That is to say, the test to apply in connection wdlh any measure is whether 
that moasiire is going directly or indirectly to hclf) this Government ; if 
it liclps them to maintain law and order, if it enables them to smoothly 
carry on llie administration, they must vote against it. 

Tf the Criminal Law Armnidmcnt Act helps this Government, which 
is a Government wdiich according to them has got to be extinguished and 
paralysed, if this Bill helps this Government, then they must oppose it. 
No measure must direetly or indirectly help this Government ; that is the 
t'‘st to be applied. I submit, Sir, those who, however much they may be 
dissatisfied wu'th the present Constitution, are not willing to see that the 
Government should succumb to subversive methods, should support this 
Bill. Sir, T support the motion. 

Mr. Bhulabhai J. Desai : Sir, T wish to amend the last stalemcnt 
5 p ^ that the Honourable the Leader of the House quoted 

from what T am stated to have said in connection with 



THE CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL. 927 

the Silver Jubilee celebrations. I have always held, and 1 still hold, that 
1 will not support this (iovernmcnt or any Government i‘or the matter oi* 
that, contrary to the interests of my own country and contrary to my own 
convictions. If that is any satisfaction to those who, for the last one hour 
and a half, have been treating this House to an aryumenfum ad hominem, 
never going anywiiere even aiiproximately near to the subject under dLs- 
cussjou, they can have it. They ought to have realised that it was not 
their business to get up and merely carry on and take man by man and 
contradiction by contradiction of single individual acts or sentences and 
feel tiiat they have proved their case. If they think so, I leave that 
flattciing unction to be laid to their soul by themselves. I expect a some¬ 
what higher level, indeed a much higher level, of debate, argument, 
persuasion and conviction than the one wdth which we have been enter¬ 
tained. I say that, and the more so. because of the resxicct that I per¬ 
sonally have for the Leader of the House as lie wrell knows. But, none 
the less, he had to deflect the argument ; he had to get out of the argu¬ 
ment ; he had to get at a tangent ; he had to entertain some of his friends 
who felt a little low during tlie course of this discussion ; and I am very 
glad that they have been very much entertained indeed. 

Kir, 1 stand liefore this House confessedly a man who at one time 
broke what was called law in the sense in Avhich it is used by Govern¬ 
ment in the definition of Austin, the great jurist. But, from that, even 
for a l.w, \cr of the eminence of llio Law Member to get up ami say tliat 
the line that divides ns two is the law-breaker and the law-maker is indeed 
a logic Avliich my mind fails to fatliom altogetlier. Undoubtedly there 
are many on tlie other side, I hope and trust, who, as and when their 
coiJseient*c re(|uires, their national interest demands, w’ould not be wanting 
in courage as not to break the law. I make a present to them of the 
argiiineiit wdiicli w’as advanced that I was one of those people,—and [ 
jiarticnlarly acc(»])t the title,—who dared break what w\*is called law^ which 
I shall presently deserihe. During the time that I have allotted to my¬ 
self, 1 will say that I wdll not indidge in that type of argument of a 
personal nature, though I could very w’ell do so. I have got a long line of 
S])eakers on the other side, and T know how to deal with every single one 
of them, eitlier personally or in their statements. But it is not a dignified 
thing to <lo : and, lawbreaker that I am, T wish to set a belter example, if 
I 7Tiay. We oppose this Bill forgetting all tlie past : ^ve oppose this Bill 
on the grounds, which I shall presently state, of the well being of the State, 
wliieli my friends are at present trying to govern and carry on, and we also 
oppose the Bill for the very nature of the provisions which are contained 
in the proposed enactment. When it comes to law, let me remind my 
Honourable friends on the other side that it is easy to cheer a very cheap 
observation, but T may remind them that Iaav, in the sense in wdiicli Austin 
gave it, means the expression of the wdll of the sovereign poww to do or to 
omit to do a particular act ordained to any of the citizens with a sanction 
behind it : in that sense, what w^as then promulgated w'as law. But, before 
a Stale could expect obedience to law, it has also got to see that what they 
give as law is not what supports their supreme absolute tyrannical 
authority, but a law which accords with the well being of society and 
which it becomes the duty of every citizen to support in the interests of 
the common good : The law which they promulgated did not acf’ord 
either with justice or the well-being or progress of my country ; and that 
was the law I have broken, and I am not in the least ashamed of having 
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done so. Indeed I ani one of those who are fully familiar with how the 
proxisious which are sought to be retained now have been worked ; and 
it will be my duty, without wearying the House and within the limits of 
m}’' time, to tell them exactly what they have done of which they cannot 
be very proud. To the extent to which they will make laws and ])rupose 
laws of the type they are doing today, they must be prepared for cUvil 
Disobedience. 1 am not one of those w^lio are afraid to meet tiie argu¬ 
ment w'hen you are told ‘‘ Oh, but we are told that Civil Disobedience will 
come some day, and, therefore, we must arm ourselves JiOt them arm 
themselves all the time ; but if they arm themselves all the time more and 
more by the type of what is called law, restricting the liberty of the subject 
as we apijrehend it, I am not at all afraid to tell you that if that is the 
ground on xvhich you want this law, at all events, so far as we are con¬ 
cerned, you will not have it, not in your interest, not in our interest, but 
in those very interests which you profess to protect. You profess that 
you xvish to govern the State, as Mr. Griffiths said, founded on the will 
of the people ; and indeed you may defy the will of the people ; but you 
cannot shut your eyes to the existence of the will of the people ; and if 
you think that you have entrenched yourself by means of measures of this 
character, so that, in your own unstinted absolute authority, you will find 
it easier to govern, you may carry on with the course that you have set 
to yourselves. 

I fully remember the somewhat animated address of my friend, 
Mr. James, yesterday. He told us—and I want him to believe that I 
appreciate it—^that we shall get the liberty of the press that we deserve, 
and we shall get the kind of government that we deserve. It is for that, 
it is in defence of those very desserts that [ stand before you this evening. 
I wish to assure him that we shall deserve the freedom of the press by the 
rejection of this Bill {Opposition cries of Hear, liear if tliere is any 
nationalism in us, if there is any self-respect, if tliere is any intolligonee 
in any part of the House. For we shall undoubtedly deserve this inensine 
of freedom from the restriction,s of the proposed Bill, if only our will will 
prevail ; because, at one time, we broke the law, we have not become unfit 
to think, wc have not become unfit to judge : pcrliaps we are all the more 
rendered stronger and better fit to judge what the elements of the law 
ought to be and not merely every freakish xvill and expression of tlie 
Sovereign Pow'er, because it liappeus to have sanction behind it. We shall 
not bow our heads, however strong that sanction may be ; and after the 
insult which w^a.s hurled at us that it was a camouflage—^fhis nou-violencc— 
I xvish they would not quote Mahatma Gandhi again ; in one breath they 
call him as cin apostle of non-violenee,—and when it suits them, tliey 
turn round and laugh or think they raise a laugh—but they do not realise 
that they raise a laugh at their own expense, at their own timidity, at 
their own pusillanimity, at their own want of patriotism. J?ir, we on this 
side stand for non-violence and truth, and will ever do so, God willing ; 
and no amount of ridicule, no amount of contempt, no amount of insinua¬ 
tion xvill ex’^er swerx^e us from that straight path, and we hope we shall 
tread it to the honour of onr country and perhaps to the glory of the 
civilized world. (Opposition Cheers.) It is no use indulging in this 
pettyfogging manner of indirect thrusts which for a time calls a few 
cfheers and thumpings. That is not the way to judge of ns. If yon 
expect us to think that yon are honourable men, that we should treat you as 
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such, then you must realise that there are certainly as honourable, it' not 
mui‘h more honourable, men on this side of the House ; and why do you 
mak<' this a personal question ? Sir Muhammad Zafrullah or Sir 
Nripendru Nath should not treat this as a mere personal issue as if it was 
a question between us and them, or between Mahatma Oandhi aud the 
(Jovernineut of the country. It is a sorry plight, the way in which the 
issues have been prt^sented on this Bill during tlie course of this dis¬ 
cussion. it has got nothing to do with errors of ]\Ir. Satyaniurli or the 
mistakes of J\Ir. Asaf Ali or even the lapse of memory, as it is called, of 
any individnal That is not the way to judge of measures of this kind. 

But 1 realised one thing during the course of this debate, and it 
makes me sorry for it ; and that is that those on the other side do not 
belie/e that freedom or liberty has got any good influence : 'Fhey do not 
rdso believe that, so far as inculcation of knowledge by the press is con¬ 
cerned, it is any good. It is doing good only if their will is to prevail, 
if their qualifications are to be given effect to and their resiiictions are 
there. I am one of those on the other hand who is a realist. JSome of you 
may call yourself realists : for you realism is nothing more than that 
we should acquiesce in what you want us to do. That Is a realism which 
T have not yet learnt. T am a realist in the sense that I fully appreciate 
the indirect and the direct consequences of every measure that yon bring 
befoi’e this House, the effect it will have in the long run on the minds 
and tlic education of the people at large ; and that your professions if 
they accord wdth your convictions, you ought not to have brought this 
Bill, We, therefore, believe that you have begun at the wrong end : 
you are administrators, pure and simple, and it is an unfortunate part 
that the adminislrator and Ihe legislator should over get together in 
one person. For indeed the executive cannot approach those issues 
from the larger and broader point of view, except w^hat serves them and 
assists them, and except wdiat they think will make their work and 
their task comfortable and easy. It is a matter of no eon,sequence wdiat- 
ever to them w^hat deleterious and deteriorating influence it wdll have 
either on ihe growth of the public mind or men. To them all that 
matters is a comfortable easy Oovernment. Well, that being their state 
of mind, of course they say : Did I not tell you that, during the coni-se 
of these years, so man\ articles were written, and have I not shown tliat 
there are so many poisonous articles ? And, therefore, wdiat ? There¬ 
fore, according to them, the logical result is that they want a measure 
of this kind to prevent any articles beinir written. In fact, if T am not 
doing an injustice to Sir Muhammad Zafrullah, he said : If you do- 
not like this, then the logical conclusion is to repeal the whole of the 
Penal Code.^^ In other words, if you will not have a restriction on ^he 
press, you might as well have no restriction on anything at all. not even 
theft and murder. If that Is the state of mind of ^^he administrator, in 
which he has placed himself, I agree that thero is little in eommon. that 
there can be little in common between those who ask this law and those 
^vho refuse it : for the way they look at and read history is What 
does it matter ? Some newspapers do this sort of thing, and this is the 
logical consequence : what does it matter if they are three or five or 
ten V*^ But do they realise and do they understand how many—and it 
IS a thing which cannot be proved—^may have qrrown but for the baneful 
influence of your repression ? (Opposition Cheers.) 
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1 aiu ahncvst reminded on this occasion, after hearing the spceche.s 
that I have done, of the saying that the times are out of joint and men 
Lave lost their reason (“ Hear, hear*’ from Congress Tarty Benches), 
and I have not the slightest doubt that, if they had not been mere ad¬ 
ministrators, if they had not been in the position in which they arc, I 
may have appealed to them with better ell'cct, but whether I do that or 
not, I owe it to them, to say that because the Government require a 
measure, therefore a gift must be made to them. To such men, with 
all the high education they have, with the positions they have filled, 
with the honourable life they have led, it could not be that their 
honour, rooted in dishonour, stands, because they would vote for the 
Bill, because they must. 

The position, Sir, is this. I am one of those who believe that the 
matter is not to be tested in the way in which the administrator tests this 
matter. ‘‘ 1 find it difficult to carry on the administration comfortably 
in my province, there was a little trouble, if you give me a little more 
powder, I hope there null bo none Tliat is not the approach by any 
decent Government of any hind according to our coue(*ption, and I 
have beeji assured, and I take th^it assurance without any cynisism or 
wi/hout foeJwfjr I hat, wulhin a reasonable period of time, w’c have no 
chance of so working the Government as to be ever res])()nsihle. I take 
it as a eornplimenf that if the conditions of Government are those which 
are la'd down hy ffonourable Members on the other side, if the objects of 
the Government are those whieli are laid down ])y Members on the otiier 
side. T quite agree, it is not a Government we wnnild care to toneh at all. 
Wo wnU eertainly carry on and remain UJider subjection until, whether by 
means of Satyagralia or any other form of .struggle fonmled on trutli and 
iion-violeriee, we see to it that the Governnie?it is wdint it ought to be, 
until it becomes in our view'^ fit, to take charge of it and willing to take 
charge of it to the extent to which we can. After all, wdio are those 
who speak of power ? They are of us. They might easily have boon 
on Mii; side of the TTonse, and it is a matter of complete despondency 
to me that we talk as if w^e have no points in common, as if the one side 
must look at ns with suspicion and the only thing w^e deserve is sup¬ 
pression, repression, if not extinction. Tf that is your motive, I am 
going to make a present of all these motives to yon to carry on that 
Government We have been under it for 150 years, and we shall re¬ 
main under it longer, hut we shall not touch or assist that type of Gov¬ 
ernment, an expression 'which again 1 repeat,—so long as it does not 
serve the interests of my country, and, in so far aa it is against the 
interests of my country. (“ Hear, hear ** from Congress Party Benchfs.) 
It is, Sir, wdth these feelings tlial I rise to oppose this motion. Of course, 
it is easy to say, ‘‘ Oh, w’hat have you got to do ? Voii are not ad¬ 
ministrators, you can refuse this to us, but you want a vote next time **. 
I do n^^^ want to menlion the name of the learned gentleman who said 
if, but I know who said it,—** What is Wrong in a vote ? **—-this is what 
he said. By yonr very sentences you entirely give away your case. 
If mv eonntrymen are going to give me a vote, because I vote against 
this Bill, what is the conclusion it leads to ? The concluision is that my 
countrymen think that I was right in opposing this measure. (“ Hear, 
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hear from Congress Party Benches.) Therefore, what is there so 
insidious, what is there so base, what is there so wrong, when it was 
said ; Yes, you will have to face your constituency lu fact, when 
that was said, we give an acid test ol‘ what the country thinks, feels and 
requires. If the country is behind us, and iC you think that the country 
will return us, because we oppose this measure, you entirely destroy your 
own case. In these little personal supposed repartees, the iiuplications 
for the moment are not perceived. But 1 welcome the suggestion tiiat 
if we wish to face our constituency, if we wish to get a vote, we must 
oppose this measure. Why not 1 It is an actual test of what the country 
requires and demands, not in (he comfortable situation of my friend, 
Mr. Janies, who can say, you cannot have this, you cannot have that, lie 
is neither the Government, nor one of us (Laughter), and yet how could 
he say that you cannot have this and you cannot have that. Tliat exactly 
accords with what I have read in Mr. llamsay Macdonakrs Hook. The 
position of tlie European in- India and the position of tlie Anglo-Indian 
press in India is, to the extent to which it subserves their interests, to 
support the Government, and for tlie rest of the time to preach to us 
(Loud Laughter), and I hope and tnist thal, whenever there is a bettor 
purpose in the Government, I would regard tliem, as 1 wi.di they would 
regard tliemselves, as members of the same Indian community. (Hear, 
hear.) And if they do regard tlieriLselves as such, I liope and trust, 
they will not talk in the manner in which they do talk in a very com¬ 
prehensive term : ‘‘ Oh, these Congressmen That is al)ou1 nil that 
we get (Laughter) by way of admiration, respect, or understanding 
from our friends ou the other side. Well, Sir, all I can say is this, that 
before \ve can proceed to a real discussion of the actual measure which 
m before tlie House, w’e must fully understand the premises from which 
we start. I am one of those who would ask the lIous(' to start from 
two premises. When a (juotatiou Avas rend out from Sheridan’s hook, 
I suppose they all thought,—now it has become a common place,—liberty 
of the press, liberty of man,—“ Oh,—^tliey are common place, they are 
no use to us, they are very elementary things, they are all right in 
schools, to us grown up men, administrators, liberty of the subject is only 
a secondary matter—restricted as to make our positions comfortable 
If that is the approach, then, I say, it is entirely Avrong. Yon must start 
from the premises, as civilized men, if you have any intelligence, you 
must start Avith the promises that the liberty of man and the liberty of 
the press are the first fundamentals Avith Avhieh you ought to start before 
we begin to legislate (Hear, hear), and if you Avant to legislate in the 
sense in AA^hieh you mean, there is nothing in common betAveen us. I am 
not at all afraid of telling you that if you make your laws worse and worse 
still, Avc may some day resort to Satyagraha, and if you stand for that 
creed, principally of force, of non-recognition of liberty of men and liberty 
of press, let this House liaA^e a present from those who believe in those 
uncivilized doctrines. I have nothing in common Avith them, and I do 
not venture to ask for their vote, and T do not want their vote, and I 
won't ask for it. Therefore, it is, Sir, that Ave must start in matters of this 
kind with great fundamentals. Now, only one sentence AA’-as quoted from 
Sheridan and it Avas said : Oh, Sheridan called the press a great 

engine, but great engines are very poAvcrful engines, and very poAverful 
engines are very undesirable engines, and very undesirable engines are 
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very dangerous engines If I may return that compliment, 1 may 
say that engine there (the Government of India today) which moves 
with all the oil, with all the fuel, with the blood that my countrymen 
provide, should not be an engine of tyraiinj’. At all events, rlic engine 
of press cannot be so tyrannical, but the engine of an autocratic Gov¬ 
ernment can be worse, and we see the plight of this country today. 
Therefore, we arc one of those who stand for two broad prinei[)les from 
dilferent standpoints, and to the extent to which the lib(M*ty of the subject 
and the liberty of the press is to bo restricte(J for subserving the higher 
interests and the moie common inlere.sls of society. But when the 
object is “ Oh, yon will start Ihe struggle again, you will perhaps expect 
ns to change our form of Government That is the argument that is 
presented from the opposite Benches. ‘‘ You, Congressmen, arc going 
to have a Satyagraha struggle, and then we must beware And why 1 
‘‘ Not because of any bad reason or good rc'ason, but because we do not 
want to improve, we want to remain, where you are My Honourable 
friends may call it birthriglit or not, I do not wish to use that expres¬ 
sion, but I hope and trust that there is something in human mind, some 
noble quality or character that makes man man, and if that quality is 
some day raised in ns, wo hope and trust that wc shall struggle,—we 
shall struggle all the time notwithstanding this Press Act or fifty other 
Press Acts. (Hear, hear.) Therefore, if you are going to forgo instru¬ 
ments, in order that you may destroy tlie moral power of the Congress, 
I think you are coming to the wrong house 1o ask for the passing of this 
Bill. YHiethcr we get power or not, we certainly shall have the satis¬ 
faction of approaching every piece of legislation of this kind from the 
right angle and the right point of view. .\11 right minded men, be they 
administratons, or not, will recognise the two principles. 

1 now conn* to one or two other matters on which this Bill is sought 
to ho jusfifiod. I say that this is sought to be justified on the ground 
that there is a possii)ility, even a probability, of a Satyagraha struggle 
in future. Wo are here to caution you that you, by your own act, are 
forging the Jiislrumont.s, the very danger which yon wish to avert. If 
you go on making laAvs sufipre.ssing men,—men, if they are men, will 
struggle, and no amount of administrative authority will prevent the 
])ossibi]jty and the growth of that struggle. Then, it is said that there 
is terrorism, that there is Commnnism, that there is commnnalism. f am 
not one of those Avho flincli from ihe fact : “ On your own confession 
yon liave only suspended the Civil Di.sohedience Movement, you have not 
abandoned it, and, therefore, we should have an Act.’' T make a present 
of that argument. T do not wish to make the smallest secret of the fact 
that if yon restrain, and unduly restrain the liberty of men, if you do not 
improve the eonstitiition of the Government as it exists, you must be 
prepared for a Satyagraha struggle. It is those who are afraid of that 
confession—my Ilonourablo friend almost gloried in the idea that they 
had extracted an admission, what they thought an unwary admission from 
my Honourable friend, Mr. Satyamurti. There is nothing unwary about 
it. no, nothing of the kind, nothing that we are ashamed of, nothing that 
we do not believe, nothing that we desire to conceal. But, none the 
less, we arc here to tell you, don^t do things in order only to accentuate 
the situation, so that this struggle may be rendered necessary. There- 
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for(‘, please don^t briiif? forward the arg^uinent ; “ Because there may be a 
possibility —yes you do not like Satyagraha, of course you do^i’t. Kovv 
would you like it / You do not want to change, you want to retain all 
Mio ])o\\ei\ you want to retain all the exploitation, and I do not expect 
you will like it. I am not one of tlio.st* who is under a delusion that you 
are (‘ver going to like it. but, at the same time, I want you to know that 
we, shall rcjsort to it in tin* teeth of any laws that you frame which make 
it lU'cessary for ns to do so. The blame, the responsibility is entirely 
yours, and not ours, an<l, therefoiMs if this Bill is asked loi on the ground 
that if it is made law, it shall put an end, to what ? Xot to tin* exercise 
of tlie right of >Satyagraha, but to the abolition from liuinau muid of the 
principle of Satyagraha. Even Sir JJarry Haig had a better sense of 
lunnour and a better sense of jiistiee than liis successor, lie said ; “ We 
cannot expeet,—we ean only expeet by the woid ‘ sus])ension \ that you 
won’t exercise the right that you possess, hut we do uot expect that you 
Avill foreswear yom* ereed.” But his successor goes further. Once people 
are clothed with authority of any kind, absolute and unquestioned, they 
have always a habit of mind in which they say, you shall surrender and 
surrender in the most abject manner. If Ave are not given the Govern¬ 
ment that Ave desire, and, 1 hope, in the language of Mr. James, that Ave 
deserve, as early as Ave can,— Satyagraha is the only means left to man 
other than force. It is not merely a question of foreign (Jovernment and 
foreign citizen. Wlieiuwcr there is an undue concentration of power, 
whether in their own country of England or eLseA\diere, the struggle by 
the man to shake off the tyranny of the superior is the rule of life and 
shall remain the rule of life, and that we shall not forswear our faith in 
Satyagraha. Therefore, Ave come hack to the tAvo grounds which Avere 
stated,—terrorism and Comniunisni. 

As regards terro-rism, the first point that I wish to make is this. My 
Honourable friend, Sir Muhammacl Zafrullah Khan, read out a fcAV 
extracts from the ^speeeh of Sir Harry Haig at the end of the debate last 
time in Avhieli he did refer to terrorism and Communism. I have again 
made myself sure, and I do not wish to go over the ground once again,— 
1 liave made myself thoroughly sure, tlie words that he has used are : 
“ 'i'ho object of the Bill, tli(» purpose of the Bill can be described in two 
or three Avords, Civil Disobedience Movement.’^ Not only that, but 1 
think thase on the other side, clever administrators as they are, cleverer 
laAvy^ers as they are,—I am sure, they will understand the implication, [f 
th(»se Avere the evils which pre-existed before the (^ivil Disobedience, which 
were intended to he dealt Avith by the Act, there could be no meaning or 
purpose or sense in limiting it to three years. With such logic as I 
possess, and I commend this vicAv to the rest of the House, it is imi)ossible 
to believe that those permanent evils as they are called, if they were to be 
met by means of this legislation, there could have been any question of 
limiting to a period of years. Therefore, it is beyond all doubt and 
beyond all question that it was intended for the purpose of meeting only 
the Civil Disobedience Movement. It only illustrates the fact that, once 
poAver is enjoyed, it is difficult to give it up. I remember reading all 
these questions and answers in my solitude at Nasik. Sir Harry Haig 
went on enlarging the formula from time to time. First he said, the 
moment the Cml Disobedience is suspended, the extraordinary laws Avill 
all cease to operate. After a little time, he became a little more alert and 
vigilant. He said, but not for a period of six months, it may be— 



934 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[12Tjr Sep. 1935. 


I Mr. Hhulfibiiai J. J)csai.J 

in llie of niy Honourable friend, it has beeomo a little fashion¬ 

able, -a eaiuoufla'>:e, and, th(‘rofore, Ave must wait for a period oT six 
iiioiiHis after l]i(‘ suspension to sec that it is jrenuine. If it is genuine 
ill the sense that for all lime you Avill have absolute (lOvcrnment and we 
'‘baU bf» ‘'Ubje(‘f eiti;'ens, then yon are satisfied. But if you mean that 
this snsp(‘nsiou is btnid fidp in the sense in Avhich sueh strujrg’les and 
cM's^ations of them are bond fide, you must take it from us that it is a 
l.ond Mispension, and, therefore, that period of six months and more 
has ‘>:oue. And, yel, when tlie Ausiou of the next December comes, these 
laws would not be there, the Yitffanlars Avill rise. 

The ]uelnre tliat my IIon(nirable friend ])aint(^d is all ri"ht as an 
ad'»(‘ca(t‘ It is all rijrht for an advocate, but if, out of 1,600 iieAvspapcrs 
ci’cidalin the (‘ouulry willi milMons and millions of eo|)ies, if you 
tai:e the .*>60 days of the year, ami these tliiujjcs are prinle<l and eirculalecl 
by the millions, if you can only pick up this yellow pamphlet and the 
orie amJ-a-balf hours’ s])eccb of my Honourable friend, that has prored 
our ease. I venture to say that it is impossible lhat, out of 1,600 paj^crs, 
muitipiied by 365, omittiuj^ Sundays we should have 313 days,—that you 
should be able to pick up a dozen or 100 articles durinpf a period of one- 
year, the yc-rv exception proves the rule In' the v(*ry ('oufessiou of tIa)SO 
wlio seem<‘(l to think that they liavo made out a case from labours and pains 
to Avliich they liad to f^'o in order to print a pamphlet with tran-slaMons 
and a few more eases, as my Honourable fri(md, ]\Ir. Goviud Ballabh 
Pant, said, if it were broiu^ht up to date. But, Avith all your resources, 
all A our pOAA’crs, all your Secretaries, all your C. I. D.’s, if you can only 
produce instances of the abuse of the poAver to the extent and m tho 
manner it exists today, tlicn, I say, you stand self-condemned. That is 
to say, yon have not made out a cas(» for tlic purpo.se of renoAvin^ the 
])OAvers that you Avant. I will not repeat the arguments that were 
addressed to tho House as to tlie manner and the effect of this legislation or 
the other arf^ument that tlie number of convictions boa? such an infini¬ 
tesimal pro])ortion to the number of publications. T put it to you as 
ordinary normal men, if, out of thousands and thousands of daily publi¬ 
cations, you can pick up only a hundred or tAvo, leadinj^r to violence or 
incitement to violence, you can please yourself and say “ how nice, Iioav 
[rood. hoAv spicy ”. But the fact remains that the number of articles 
which the Government have been able to produce as the best specimens of 
those which have been the subject of their research from the year 1922 
to the year 1935, and the uumbor of prosecutions that they have produced 
I»roAe the contrary. You may turn round and tell ‘me “ You must 
remember that there Avere periods when the press laAV was not in exist¬ 
ence ”. T am goinpr to road to you Avith your forbearance a short state¬ 
ment from a journalLst whose probity, Avhose integrity and whose modera¬ 
tion. a favourite Avord Avith you, is beyond all question. This is what 
bo said at the last Journalists’ Conference which was an alto{?ether re])re- 
sentative rratherin<?, if you look at the number of editors and pressmen who 
Avere present. Mr. Ramananda Chatterjee said this : 

“ Friends, T wish to remind yon that, thoujrh capital punishment hag either been 
removed from the Statute-book or fallen into abeyance in very many civilized countries 
it not only exists in India, but may be has been inflicted on newspapers without any 
trial, without a trial by even a court martial. Rormrities are demanded affain and 
again, and finally there may come tho extinction of the paper concerned and even the 
confiscation of its press. It is often a long-drawn affair, which ordinary executions 
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arc uol. 1 have no doubt this subject of capital punishment by instalments, inflicted 
on newspapers, will receive your attention.” 

Yon i\ro. \ory fond of indnlfifin*^ in the phrase ‘‘ A Government must 
{govern I dare say, it iniLst ; but 1 hope there are those on the other 

who also realise that Ihere is another side to this case. If they 
say that tlie Governiiient must f'overn, 1 hope the citizens will turn round 
and say : ‘‘ Yes, only so loii^ as you properly {govern They seem to 
think that there is no second side to this (luestion. They seem to think 
all the time We know what is ^ood for you. You donT know wiiat is 
good for you They seem to think that these few articles are responsi¬ 
ble for creating the terrorist activity. I should lilo' to be[ie\o that that 
ty])c of mind is honest. Tinagine asking us. on the basis of thest* few 
articles, to believe that the new.spapers are res]>onsible ^or bringing about 
this teiTorist activity. We are. not such cicdiilon.s fools. There may be 
otliers who are pre[>ared to bflievc it, but none on this side at all events. 
You want us to beb(we that because a fe^x articles are writlen, therefore 
h|)ring.s up a terrorist at the other end of the psychological factoiy. I ask 
you not to be under any such delusion. 1 understand, the Honourable 
ember, who comes from tin* Midnapore <!istrict. is a man of great erudi¬ 
tion, great education. T ask him to read the history of the world. There 
has never been a revolution in this world which has not had, as its imme¬ 
diate and proximate cause, the tyrannical abuse of ipowers by those who 
govern. Of that you may be quite certain. Therefore, it is not the 
ne>vspaper which creates the terrorist. It is the state of the country's 
subjection that creates it. T am here to say what is th(‘ root cause which 
is responsible for bringing the terrorist into existence. The French 
IJevolution was not created by Voltaire or Fonssoau. Ft was created by 
the grinding condition of the peasantry at that time. Yon may, therefore, 
take it from me that we are not such children as to be taught by yon tfjat 
terrorists are produced by the Yuganiar or some other paper raising its 
head. We are not going to accept that proposition. T admit, it is un¬ 
doubtedly an evil. We are of those who do not stand for these methods. 
We condemn these ways, but bow can avc, as human beings, deny that those 
mi‘=^gnided follows laid down their lives for something in which they did 
believe. Yon may deny it if you like. You may call him a criminal, but 
you cannot deny, that however wrong and misguided the man and how- 
e^^er atrocious the crime, that there was at the back of it all a noble molive 
which impelled him to lay down his life. You cannot ask me to dismiss 
it altogether. T am going to condemn him. I am going to tell you that 
yon have rightly killed him, but I am going to tell you at the same 
time that you created the soil which made it possible for that senliment 
to grow and but for 'which he would have been a belter and an innocent 
man. After all, I shall ask you : “ why does he do it ? Is it out of 
mere frolic ? No, because he believes, wrongly I admit, that, by doing the 
act that he docs, he is going to achieve the freedom of his country. What 
is wrong in making that statement ? T am not feeling so abashed or 
downhearted at being heckled by anybody else as my friend Pandit Krishna 
Kant Malaviya. (Pandit Krishna Kant Malaviya ; I am not abashed.”) 

I mean you can easily exaggerate these things. Have some sense of pro¬ 
portion in the w’ords of my friend, Sir Muhammad Zafrullah. Have some 
sense of justice. Have some sense of propriety. Don’t exp(‘ct me to 
render my allegiance to you under all circumstances. That you will not 
have. That you will never have and that you do not deserve in the 
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words (»f niy Iritiid, Mr. James. Tiieivl'ore, \'ou must not Jook at tliese 
Diall('is from tlio way in wbirli they are looked. The revolutionary com- 
m.'ts erimes, and, yel. when it is a sueees.si'ul is'volution, it becomes the 
(iovernnieiit established by law in the eye of eonstitutional law. So let 
us no^ into liysteries ovm- the^e tliinji^s. f cannot deny ^har it is an 
evil w’bieli must bt‘ met in the best way you ean. Von may not accept 
our view, but we ])eli(*ve the ])rop(n* mcMiod is ic* eradica!(» the cans*. 
Von I)elieve iliat iln* proper method is to suppress it l*or the time ra'injr. 
Weil, whether you suceecd in supj)ressiii^ it or nol, it is }our owm bnsiues'-:. 
I know \ou will led me : ‘‘ you ar<» imt there to <rovern, you don't know 
the bii.Niness Sir, thank (lod, <liirin^ ihe pubb'c lilV T look ioi ward 

to, 1 w'oiiT have to handle the lierita^e of thin type oC (jovernmeiii. 

F now^ eome very briefly to section o, and seeinj^ that I only have 
a (juarter ot* an hour, 1 shall go over each section very briefly, without 
dilating upon it. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik (Homo Member) : Take as long 
as you ean. 

Mr. Bhulabhai J. Desai : Ft* you prefer it, certainly. Sir, 1 am one 
of those wdio believe that, il* I am likely to convince you— I should 
prc'sent you my case, and 1 Avant you to take it not merely as a case 
placed in the w’ay wd)ich it has been sometimes placed ; F want you to 
ladieve that we start wdth some accepted })rinciples of human life, 
conduct and construction of society ; and if T start wdth these princi¬ 
ples, if you believe them in your OAvn land, do not think that we are so 
low. we arc so depraved, we are so degenerate that there are different 
I)rincijdes to be applied in our country. Thank God, Ave at all events, 
during the last feAV years, ha\"e come to think and believe that Ave shall 
be men enough to obseiw^c the application of the same principles A\diich 
arc applied in most civilised societies anyAvhere else : and, if you think 
Ave deserve a lOAver treatment, at all events I appeal to my friends on 
the other side Avho think Avith me : “ Don’t, for your own honour, 
associate wdth them.” (Hear, hear.) 

Sir, T come now to section 5. There is only one observation I have 
got to make on that section 5. There was a certain amount of confusion—- 
whether it was a misunderstanding or not, T cannot say ; but I think my 
Honourable friend, Sir ZafruHah Khan, will not deny that section 5 
makes punishable that which, by an act of the executive, has been re¬ 
garded as unpublishable, so that you begin with that assumption. Then, 
what it makes punishable is its circulation or repetitioin : and it makes it 
jAunishahle if the Local Government has certified that the passage pub¬ 
lished contains, in the opinion of the Local Government, seditious or other 
matter referred to in section 4A, and so on. I, therefore, say, Sir, tliat 
is par excellence executive upon executive! There is first the executive order 
of proscription, there is the second executive order of certification that 
it is seditious,—and, on that, well, what has the devil of a magistrate got 
to do ? All he has got to do is this. lie asks : ‘‘Is this article 
proscudbed ? The police-man says : “ Yes.” Then he asks : “Is 
this the writing certified f” The police-man says : “ Teo/’ Then ho 
says: “Sentenced to six months.” (Laughter.) You seek to clothe 
certain things with forms of law, because you yourself are afraid that 
naked autocracy Avill expose you to a certain amount of disgrace. What 
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happened during the last Civil Di^obedience Movement t Take my own 
case. I was arrested one fine morning and taken to Nasik on the allega¬ 
tion that I was disturbing the peace of the land. I was detained there 
for two months. I am going to show you, Sir, what this “ law and 
order ’Ws of which you are so proud, and what “ law ” is of which 
you are so proud. Sir, if this is “ law you must be prepared for its 
disobedienice. (Hear, hear.) Then, a very suave Secretary to Govern¬ 
ment comes I’ound and says : “I have got an order for you, because you 
are going out tomorrow. You will remain within the precincts of Nasik 
in which you have got no house, no food, no water. If you get out of that 
place, you have committed an offence Imagine the word “ offence 
Having done that, the magistrate comes on to me after two or three days. 
I happened to remain in the city, because I wanted to meet my children ; 
and, at the end of three days, the magistrate comes round and says : “It 
is very inconvenient, ^Ir. Desai, you can neither practise your profession 
nor do anything else. What is the good of that ? Why don't you do 
this ? If you drive past my Bungalow {that is, a furlong outside), you 
thereby commit an offence. Then, your car will be boarded by my l^eputy 
Inspector of Police. Then, you will come to my house ; you do not want 
tc embarrass us by a trial (’ourt which is sure to attract large crowds. 
Then, 1 \\ill punish yon. And, then, I will send you to jail (Laughter.) 
Sir, this is whai you call “ law “ justice trial '' ! Instead of that, 
it would iiave been iuueh more honest, much more straightforward, during 
the course of that m,ovcmcnt, to say : “I suspect A: B. I sentence him 
to five years without .a.ny trial on the mere order of the executive Gov¬ 
ernment tliat he be imprisoned for a period of five years But they 
realise, shrewd as they are, that they must make it appear to the people 
that a magistrate has tried me for .ap offence ; and, therefore, it is with 
a view to creating a false, deceptive effect upon the mind that you resort 
to these mere forms. (Hear, hear.) I would, rather, that the executive 
had the power to confine in jail a man who they did not like. Therefore, 
you are at pains to invent “ forms —and we, Sir, are here to make 
them “ naked and make them out to be atrocious which they are. 
(Loud Applause.) Wliat you want to do is to put in a section under 
which a man will be taken to a magistrate, then a certificate 
will be presented and everything else leading to a conviction. 
That is what happened to me. “ Iinprisonment for two years, 
and lis. 10,000 fine”—for what? “You went out of Nasik 
Is that an offence ? Sir, I never knew travelling in India was 
an offence,—but that is your executive law, those are the laws ” you 
expect us to obey, and, if we do not obey it, you say it is a breach of 
law and order ! You create the “ law breakers ” by the very hypocrisy 
of your ways. (Cries of “ Shame, shame.”) 

Then, lake secton 8 : picketing. My friend, the Law Member, said 
he had looked up some law, and, well, I also have looked up some law, 
but the question is not if either of us have looked up the law, but what 
is the section ? My friend, Mr. Satyamurti, pointed out that if a man uses 
any force during the course of the prosecution of his aim to picket, "he is 
punisliable and I hope it is correct. 1 hope it is also correct that there 
is such a section as section 504 which makes insult also an offence. 
Therefore, if you use force, if you use insult as part of your propaganda 
of picketing, you are within the mischief of the law, and, therefore, you 
will be punished. But what you want is something more. Even though 
LSOSLAB S 
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a person may not use force, e\'en though he imy not insult, yon want to 
prevent him from i)eju‘efully Idling a man what he owes to his country, 
and that you call “ interference with the freedom of contract Sir, 
is there no such thing as i>ublic opinion ? Freedom of contract, to do 
what T To starve my children and feed the foreigner ? Sir, that is a 
freedom of contract which my countrymen do not want. (Hear, hear.) 
That is the mischief which I am up against. It is no use telling me what 
a few boys did at a cinema ; because a particlar instrument may be 
debased, therefore its use cannot be made punishable. The fact remai)is, 
what you don't want is, what you don’t like is that my countrymen should 
have freedom, and I have had some ex])erience of picketing—I claim it 
with some measure of pride—in the year 1932, from the 4th January to 
the 25th July. I have been a witness to a young woman standing with 
her hands folded as a mere indication that i)eople going to buy foreign 
articles do the wrong to their country. You cannot take the bread out 
of your children and feed outsiders. If it is wrong, I think we must be 
allowed to do the wrong. If you make that punishable, we cannot help 
seeing the sinister motive behind it, and the assistmice that you give for 
any legislation of this kind is an assistance which is fraught with danger 
to my country. We wish to preserve the land. Who daresay that picket¬ 
ing is unlawful in England ? 1 kiunv myself of a case, and, I am sure, 

many of you must have read about it. There was a foreign woinaii who 
haa the misfortune to own a milliner’s shop in Bond Street and ladies in 
the highest society in England caused it to be shut dowm in a period of 
four days. I wonder which Government would liaive regarded this act as 
punishable. Therefore, it is no use saying that if you promote Swadeshi, 
it is not punishable. If you do that without resort to picketing it is like 
tying a man’s legs and then asking him to run. You have to say that we 
can encourage Swadeshi, because you have to pay lip respect to accepted 
nationalist principles, and you have to pay respect to things which even 
out of decency you cannot den^'. Therefore, you must say : Practise 
Swadeshi. How can you say that you w^ant to prevent Swadeshi ? You 
won’t be able to see your own facie. Therefore, you have got to say : Pro¬ 
mote Swadeshi, but do not peacefully ])ersuade your countrymen lliat it 
is in the interests of your own countrymen that they should buy your 
goods and not foreign goods. It is a piece of nationalism ; it is a piece 
of national right, and it is a piece of national duty which, whether it was 
an offence or not, w^e shall continue to do. Sir, I am only* trj^ing to point 
out to you that every section of this Act is aimed at the destruction of 
national spirit, national life, national movement and national regeneration. 
It can very easily he said tliat there is terrorism, there is Communism or some 
other “ ism ” and, therefore, this law is needed. I hope my Honourable 
friend, Mr. Yamin Khan, won’t say that there is oommunalism in it. 

Mbr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : Picketing. 

Mr. Bhulabhai J. Desai : Is picketing communalism f Well. Sir. 
I will pass on. I haVe no time, and, therefore, I will not deal with the 
question of cognizable and non-cognizable, and so on. My friend said ! 
W^e must make it cognizable, because the poor devil of a shopkeeper may 
not complain. 

Now, I come to the press section. So far as the press section is con¬ 
cerned, nobody has ever attempted to read it, and, it is taken for granted 
thgt it is such a nice pieice legislation that it will bring about the great 
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millennium which the learned Leader of the House talks about. He 
has not even cared to look at the section. That section is this : 

“ In sub'Sectiou (I) of section 4 of the IndiRn Press (Emergency Powers) Act, 

after the clause.I./ shall only read (1) hecauso that has been the subject, at all 

rvents, of a well-known jtrosecuiion.l (1) which tend directly or indirectly to bring 
into hntred or contempt flis Majesty or the (xovernment estahlishctl by law, or to 
encourage, or incite any person to interfere with the administr^ation of law/* 

Now, Sir, T wish to present to the Iloiist* the views that have been 
held by the three High Courts in India, not so much because they are 
the views which cannot bo otherwise expressed, but because of the great 
resf)cct that you have, and when you have soon the exposition of wliat this 
section means and involves, I trust you will appreciate it. The first judg¬ 
ment to which 1 w^ish to call your attention has already been leferred to, 
namely, the judgment of Sir Lawronce denkins. My Honourable friend, 
Sir Muhammad Zafriillali Khan, interrupted the reader and said : “ Oh, 
you have read only the first portion : what uas the rest T’ J will tell you 
what the rest of it was. Take that voiy ease, and do you know what 
lie said ? He said : 

“ I hjive road the article. f1 is an Iioiiourahle article ; it is a proper article. 
But the whole process of tho law (in the language of your judgment in Madras, Sir) 
is reversed.*' 

IP you are called upon to show oause why you are not within the 
section. That is the first objection. The s(»cond objection is that the 
Judges have in «*jll the three cases held : 

** III our opinion, all these are porfocth jnnoc<‘nt writings.*’ 

The first oP these articles was by iny late lamented friend, Mr. Moliamed 
-41i, the second was by Dr. Annie Besant, and the third was by Pothan 
Joseph, the editor of the Bombay ('hronicle. In all these cases, be it said 
to the credit of the judiciary, they all said ; 

“ Wc are helpless ; wc are the miii’ons of the law ; and we cannot help them.'' 

This is the law you now ask us to pass. Therefore, be careful that you 
do not lay do^vn any such rules. Sir Lawrence Jenkins, in agreement 
with Sir Abdur Rahim, held in this case : 

“ There is no article on earth, however innocent, which does not come within the 
clutches of this law." 

That was the reason why my friend, Bandit GU)vind Ballabh Pant, dared 
ask that question to the Leader of the House, but he evad'^d it, l)eeause 
there was no other way of getting out of it. Dr. Annie Besant wrote 
about Home Rule, and His Lordship was obliged to say : 

" Who can say that it may not tend indirectly to do something of that kind.** 

Now, with regard to contempt. You must earn respect, you must deserve 
respect, you cannot enforce respect. Therefore, I that the matter of 
contempt is a matter of mutual accommodation of conduct on your part 
with a reaction on our part. If, therefore, you are going to make con¬ 
tempt punishable, because, forsooth, by any act of his, your officer m^y 
make himself Worthy of that contempt, then you should not make that 
punishable in the manner you have done. No justice loving man, no man 
who loves the liberty of the press will ever stand or vote for this measure. 
It was a^umed throughout the course of the argument, but nobody ever 
approached the. question from the, point of view of the all-embracing 
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nature of the section. Sir Lawrence Jenkins pointed out that even a 
standard work of literature can easily come under this Act. I am quot¬ 
ing his actual words. Supposing 1 saj liberty is good and we mi^ 
struggle for it, 1 am quite certain that you will say that it tends in- 
direcfiy to bring the present Government into contempt, and 'we are trying 
to get something out of you. Sir, there are so mnny ways of getting at 
us by motins of tliis Jaw, and it i« so comprehensive, that I must, at all 
events, give a few words wliich 1 cannot help reading out to you. 1 have 
always seen that when laws are passed purely on broad grounds without 
consideration of tlie language 'which it is intended to hit, it proves a most 
powerful and potent infstruiiient of mischief in tlu* hands of tlie administra¬ 
tor. 1 wiD give you a modest instiince that has occumnl. In the year 
j908, by creating a scare wliieh perhaps might or might not have been 
justifiable, the Criminal Law Amendment Act was passed. Every Member 
on the other side who got uj)—I have read their specches^—said that there 
w»as so much murder in the land and also looting and other forms of 
offence that it was necessary to put it down. Therefore, they must have 
the Act. And tlie section ran like tliis : Whereas, etc., etc., an associa¬ 
tion which is likely to be carried by violence may be declared unlawful, 
and also any otlier association which, in the opinion of the GoAernment, 
is likely to cans(* breach of ])eace. 1 am one of those wdio, in the first 
Civil Disobedience ^lovement argue<l numerous eases before the High 
Court of Bombay, and I put it to their Lordships of the High Court ; 
“ Do you really mean that an association which is, we sliall say, a pray¬ 
ing association -all that the Government have to do is to say tliab a Con¬ 
gressman ks in cliarge of it and so declare it an illegal association, and, 
as soon as it is declared illegal, that association comes under the operations 
of section 17—should be called an unlawful assembly T did rr.y best to 
ask him to say, for at least lieaven’s sake read the words ‘ asastiug illegal 
operations of an illegal association ^ but the Judire '^aid : “ No, if you 
assist the operation of any association, whatever it may be, you must be 
declared unlawful ” ! That ks how^ tlie biatutes have al.vays been abused. 
Therefore, T never rely on any statement of any assurance given at the 
time (Hear, hear.) Instances have occurred in the past where assurances 
liave been given. In fact, two instances have been given. If a man on 
thks side of this House gets up and says something, on ^he other side gets 
up rny Honourable friend, Mr. Griffiths, and says : “ How mild these 
provisions are. T haA'^e never seen more mild provisions May T ask 
him, when some one of us is prosecuted and when somebody else is the 
Judge, Mr. Griffiths will not come and help ns, and yet lie pays this is the 
law by 'vi'hieh an unconscious and unvigilant and stupid people are scared 
away and they want to oppose such a simple and mild law. Now, T Avill 
read a passage from that judgment of Sir Lawrence Jenkins. Sir, this is 
.Arhat the Judge says : 

The Adroeate General has admitted, and, I think, very properly, that the 
pamphlet is not seditious nnd does not ofTond ai^uinst anv provision of tho Criminal 
Law of India. But he has eontondod and rightly in my opinion that the provisions 
of the Press Act extend far beyojid 1!io ("riininal Ijiw ; nnd be has ar^fued that the 
htirdeil of frroof is cast ofl the applicant so that however meritorious the pamphlet may 
be, still if the applicani cannot pRtablish tho negative the Act requires his applicatioh 
mast fail'' * 

That is pwieisply what happftnftd W us. We hare onfte had a 
which xtas assuiaed by Many bi ^e MeMbeM bppobite Infetuditig My 
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Honourable friend, Sir Zafrullah Khan, and that law was the Criminal 
Law Amendment Act, and, as that law is there, the present Bill is its 
logic. I have not dealt with these two sections of forfeiture, because I 
do not wish to exceed inj' time limit, if there wiis logic, how did it escape 
them in 1908 ? There is no logic in this sense that you want to cast your 
fangs or net much wider or longer in order only to suppress us. I say, we 
will not be suppressed. It i*s in that way, therefore, there is no logic. 
You have |,ot to tlic point of declaring an associatioi*, unlawful, and yet 
you may not carry all the provisions that you liave hitliei U» given, because, 
if jmu were logical men, if your draftsmen w'cre not suipiil, I *im sure, 
they w^ould have known how to draft tliis l>ill in 1908. But they did not 
then do so ? With ret*erene(» to whai ? Willi reftTtiiicc to ossoeiations 
professedly committed to violence and iminler, anil yet they did not think 
it rigJit to add those ])i*ovisi()iis al>ou1 foidViture. 

If the applicant cannot establish tiie negative, the Act requires his 
application must fail. And wdiat is the negative V 

Please hear the negative. It ivill thrown some light, it will have some 
little open windows which please do not shut 
® * them out : 

“It is not enough for the applicant to show that the words of the pamphlet 
are likely to bring into hatred or contempt any class or section of His Majesty’s 
subjects in Hritish India or that they have not a tendency in fact to bring about that 
result. But he must go further and show that it is impossible for them to have that 
tendency either directly or iudire<itly and whether by way of inference, suggestion, allu¬ 
sion, metaphor or implication. Mov is that all, for ^^e find that the legislature ha4 
added to this the all-embracing phrase ‘ or otherwise 

Whal 1 W’isli to point out to my Honourable friends i.s this. The 
language of the .section is such that none of us know in wluit way a man 
may be caught. It is all very well to say, do not read the section, leave 
it. It is all very well to speak about some Yugantar or So-ndhya^ there 
is no ratiocination, there is no logic. It is all verj- well to have the 
Y.igantar at one end and tlie terrorist, at the other end and squeeze all the 
rest in between for argument. This is the way this case h.as been hrgued 
by the other side, and, 1, therefore, tlo beg of every Member of the House, 
after he has known the wide imidicatioiis, T would appeal even to my 
Honourable friend, Mr. James, that he wdll not stand for a piece of legis¬ 
lation that enables the Government to forfeit the security and ultimately 
the Press, with the aid of that all ombraedng section which, in the wisdom 
or unwisdom of Government, it is ])ossible to. make an order against and 
the negative cannot be proved. 

Sir, I have done. I shall summarise my points in a ffw sentences. I 
say, Sir, it is perfectly useless to state in a legislature : ‘‘ This Bill will 
not affect yen. It Is a very inno<»ent law. You Will not be hurt ; only 
the wicked press will be hurt”. These are the kind of arguments that 
no responsible man, no sensible legislator, no people who have the power 
and the initiative of ]e.gi^slation of a big land consisting of one-fifth of the 
human race will take seriously. They must take their task very seriously 
and very earnestly and not in this flippimt wMy. They seem to think : 
'' It is enough for us to say, Gh 1 it will not affect us, it does not w^ork 
hairlship to us ; the laws are made and they are given by the Government 
iu iheir beneficence and not to create any hardship ”. That is not the 
tc Tcek at the law intrddu^^ed in the Legislature. The tert of n g»o4[ 
law is thfe hefeessity of it, its propriety, .iiS feuWtervlem e for thb good of 
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the society ; there is no other test and wo stand by that test. We say 
that no man may curtail the liberty of another man or the liberty of the 
Press unless it is rcciuired to sul)sorve the imporlant purpose that Ave may 
hold dear, and, startiiijr from that premise, I have e.xamined each section 
and eacli point of view, and, for the ivasons I have given, I oppose the 
measure. (Jjoud Cheers.) 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : Sir, 1 move tliat the question be now pul. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdiir Hahim; : The (piestiou 
is : 

“ That the rjiiostion })e now put.” 

Tlie motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Sir, I a)u glad that we have 
come to a point in tliis debate on whieli the entire Iloust* is in agreement, 
that is that the debate should now end. There is no one wlio is more 
heartily in agreement with that than myself. In approaeliing my task 
of winding up the debate, T would most seriously ask for tlie forbearance 
and the indulgence of the House. In the first place, the IIjiisi* will atrree 
that a mere administrator like myself, in the Honourable Mr. Desai’s 
opinion almost the lowest of liumau beings, is handicapped by having to 
follow two extremely eminent lawyers ; and secondly, 1 am handicapped 
by the fact that a strong sense of duty has kept me in this House during 
the six days of the debate. I think I can honestly say that I have not 
missed, almost literally, one word of ^^hat has been said, and while my 
Honourable friends on each side of me and my Honourable friends opposite 
were fr(‘e to slip out and enjoy cigarette or a cup of tea or vvhatc'vcr form 
of solace they prefer, I have sat here. “ The boy on tlie burn¬ 
ing deck ’’ was not in it ! Thirdly, I am the only person taking 
])art in this debate t\vie(*, thr* onh |)erson who is privileged, or ratlier 
I slioiild say who is under an obligation, to speak twice. 1 can tell 
the House in all honesty that if there is one thing in this world that 
J dislike more than listening to speeches it is making them. I am pro- 
fcmndly bored, as I have no doubt a great many in the House are, with 
my own speeches. I have the deepest sympathy with tliat eminent states¬ 
man, the late Duke of Devonshire, who is credibly reported to have fallen 
asleep when addressing the PIousc of Lords. I am in danger of doing that 
myself. I will do my best to be brief as 1 know the House is weary and 
wants “to cut the eaekle and come to the ‘ osscs But, before 1 cojiie 
to my two main points, there arc one or two sntajl things which, if the 
House will allow me, 1 should like to clear up. The first is in regard to 
section 5 of the present Act, which the leader of the Opposition referred 
to in tones of some indignation. I do not think it is generally under¬ 
stood that when Government proscribes a document, book or newsjiaper, 
that action in my experience,—and my experience is fairly wide,—is in 
at least three cases out of five taken on tlie complaint of the person Avho 
feels himself insulted or ajggrieved by the document’. And speed is of 
the essence of the matter. If a document is to be proscribed, if it is a reiilly 
harmful document that grossly insults some other person in his religious 
beliefs,—^and that is the commonest case in which the section is used,— 
proscription is useless unless it is done at once. • And if that action coulcji 
pulp, be taken after a? court hful come to a finding that the document was 
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seditious or offensive to» the religious beliefs of other persons, then that 
action would be perfectly useless. 1 can give an instance of that which 
\NiU be within tlie recollection of many lloiiourabie Member'?. Some years 
ago, I think it w^as in 1026 or 1927, a. book was published called “ Kangila 
Rasul which taken by all Muslims as a gross insult to their Prophet. 
Feeling after the publication of that book ran extremely high, so high 
that if Government had not taken j)ronipt steps to proscribe it and to 
seize all available copies, there undoubtedly would have been communal 
rioting on a large scale in many places in the Punjab. As it was, the 
author of that work was sid)se(jia‘n1iy murdered by some one wdio took 
the insult to heart. That, Sir, is the sf)rt of thing with which the ordinary 
law does not profess to deal, and my ])oint is that action oi that kind, 
ir it is to be elective, must be taken at once without tlif delay involved 
in a reference to the Courts. 

'file second point that I siumld lik«* to take up is the one made by 
my Honourable friend, the l eader of the (>pposition, in regard to picket¬ 
ing. lie repudiated Avilli great scorn the argument that picketing is an 
interference with the freedom of contract. Nonsense he said ; “ The 
only sort of contract it interferes with is the contract that I 
shall starve my children in order that the foreigner shall 
benefit That is a two-edged argunient, because picketing 
may be carried out not in the interest of the whole community, not 
even in the interests of that ])art of the community which is represented 
by the Congress, but in the iiil crests of one section to the detriment of 
another. Oddly enougli I have here an article which has appeared in the 
hist few* days in a newspa]>or called the MiJnp of Lahore, a Hindu 
organ of the .strongly nationalist type. It reproduces an article Trom a 
Hindu i)aper of Poshaw'ar, the Frontifr Advocate^ also I understand a 
nationalist paper. This article complains bitterly of picketing going on 
at present at Nowshera Kabul, picketing by Muslims of Muslims who 
go and buy things in Hindu shops. ‘‘ Buy Muslim is the latest cry, 
and possibly,—1 do not den^^ it,—a very legitimate cry. But some 
Muslims arc picketing in order to prevent other Muslims from visiting 
Hindu shops, and indeed the article alleges that if the pieketers catch 
one doing so they blacken his face, and the Hindu shopkeepers are not 
unnaturally protesting. My Honourable friend, the Leader of the Oppo¬ 
sition, w»as a little premature in denying altogether that there can be any¬ 
thing communal ateut picketing. Here is an instance of picketing on 
communal lines that is going on at this moment. 

Another point that has been taken by both the Leader of the Oppo¬ 
sition and the Deputy Leader is this yellow pamphlet of 25 pages. The 
line they have taken is : “ Ts this all that you can show of undasirable 
writings in the press ? Here you are wdth your great Secretariat at 
your disposal and all that you can produce is this little thin pamphlet of 
25 pages.” I admit, Sir, that this pamphlet might liave been made a great 
deal more effective, but as I said in my opening speech, T have in dealing 
with the press such an enormoas mass of material that my diflRcnlty is 
where to select. Here is my mass of material, 429 foolscap pages of 
extracts of seditious or inflammatory or communal writings in the press ; 
in the case of one province there are 53 pages alone of extracts between 
the expiry of the first press Ordinance and the promulgation of the second 
one, a period of less than six months. Any Honourable Member who 
cares to wade through this maes of sedition, incitement to murder, 



iteOlStATTVIS 


tldTHSBP. 1936. 


M4 

{Sir Henry Crnik.] 

obscenity and vulgarity is welcome to do so ; but I warn Honourable 
Members that it takes a strong stomach to get through more than a few 
pages at a time. There is, therefore, no force in the argument that this 
yellow pamphlet is all that we can produce. 

I should like to go back, if 1 may very briefly, to the argument put 
forward, notably by Mr. Satyamurti, that the ordinary law is sufficient 
to deal with the worst sections of the press, because that argument led 
him to make in the cour.se of what 1 thouglit at tlic time an excellent and 
well-reasoned speecJi a f-omewliat personal attack on myself. The Ilonour- 
ablt Member was arguing that the ordinary Penal (’ode is suffieiein for 
puni.shing offences committed by the pre.ss and he was dealing with my 
argument that it is not so because of the common device f»f the dummy 
editor, and the impos.sibility of .securing the conviction of the man really 
responsible. lie said that if there are people Avho go on abetting these 
dummy editors why don’t we get hold of them. I said we cann(»t ])rove it. 
The Honourable Member then entirely shifted his ground and said : 
“ Therefore, yon punish iunoeent i)eople against whom you eannot prove 
tlif guilt. That is the greate.st confes.sion you e.au make against this Hill ; 
you cannot prove a tiling and yet you mn.st punish him.” I .said that we 
know it, that is w'ho is really responsible. And then the Honourable 
Member said something which 1 know he did not mean ami which lie would 
not have said if he had not been carried away by excitement. He said I 
knew nothing. I think the Honourable Member has not railly aj)|»reciated 
the position. What haiipens is that a mwsjiaper is registered with a 
dummy as editor. The dummy Ls usually, as I have said, an rr-eouviet for 
whom the jail has no terrors. He has no legitimate duties to ])crform 
though possibly he may be used to liek stamps or post letters ; but bis .job 
is, when there i.s a e,onviotiou, to go to .jail. T quoted the case of two new.s- 
papers within my knowledge which had been prosecuted, I forget now 
how often, but certainly six or seven times in one year, and in each case 
the dummy editor went to jail. The Honourable Member wants to know 
why I cannot get the man who is really responsible. In e«|Cb ease, 
I know perfectly well who the person is ; everybody knows it and he 
himself glories in it ; lie i.s tlie proprietor and of course the real editor. 
But how can I get him ? Tlie only way wou'd be if 1 could find in the 
press a manuscript in his handwriting. But they are too astute for that. 
Directly a manuscript is set up in type, it is torn up, and there is no 
possibility of proving the authoi'ship. We have tried again and again. 
The device is like so inan.v of the ingenious tricks thought out by the man 
who starts to gel round tlie law. There is no flaw in it and indeed the 
device of the dummy editor goes on even under the present law. But 
my point is that the Honoui'able Member was wrong in thinking that the 
ordinary law is sufficient to calch these people ; and moreover there is 
this about the ordinary law, and this argument has not been met by a 
single si)eaker on the other side of the House. The ordinary law may in 
certain cases, if it can be apiflicJ, punish the evil doer ; but the mischief 
is done. What we aim at is not to punish the evil doer but to prevent 
the mischief being done ; and that apjilics with r»eculiar force to the case 
of publications in the press. It is little or no use punishing a ma n who 
publishes an article inciting to communal hatred or to murder, because 
before you can punish him the mischief is done. The whole virtue of this 
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law is thnt it is preventive and not punitive. As I say that is an argu¬ 
ment wliich no sj^eaker on the other side has even attempted to meet. 

Another [)oint that has been taken is that this law has been used 
with siieh severity that 400 or 500 newspapers or presses that had applied 
for permission to start had not in fact been started. The retort to that 
is, is it after all so very serious a thing that the country should be depriv¬ 
ed of 400 or 500 newspapers which were intended to be run by men of 
so little substance and so little responsibility that they could not get a 
backer to pay up 500 rupees or a thousand rupees as guarantee of their 
responsibility ? Some Honourable Member, I forget who but I think it 
was Mr. Joshi, rebutted that argument by saying that it was most unfair 
that these poor men should not have an opportunity of making their liv - 
lihood as journalists. 1 do not know if that argument is put forward 
seriously, but really when yon ennsider the eliaraeter of the musliroom 
class of Indian newspapers it is, T think, very difficult to say seriously 
that the country is the poorer because there are 500 fewer of them than 
there might liave been. Really is journalism, either the editing of news¬ 
papers or writing for newspapers, a profession that ought to be taken 
up by a man who is entirely ixmnileas himself and of so little repute or 
so friendless that nobody will even put up a few hundred rupeas to 
guarantee his responsibility ? In that connection the IIou^ may be in¬ 
terested to hear that some years ago a very res{)ected and very eminent 
journalist told me (juile seriously that at that time—it was when the Pre‘*=8 
i wa.s not in Torce—if you put up Bs. 50 you could find someone to 
start a newspaper. This was in fact constantly done. It might only run 
for a day or two : its sole object would he blackmail or something like 
that ; but there w’ere dozen.s of people prepared to come forwa.rd and 
declare themselves as editors of a newspaper which they knew had only 
Rs. 50 behind it and whose sole object was to attack or blackmail some in¬ 
dividual ; and, mind you, it is very often a paying proposition. If one 
man pays you Rs. 50 to start this newspaper, the odds are that the victim 
would be quite ready to pay Rs. 100 to stop it, and there you are in a 
\'ii*ious circle. My friend told me this (piite seriously ; if was uo exaggera- 
tio7i : be knew perfectly well what he was talking about : he is dead now 
but he had been a working journalist all his life. 

T am afraid I have taken longer than I had intended over what are 
really preliminary points and of comparatively minor importance. I 
come now to wliat is certainly the part of the Bill that has attracted most 
of the criticism—I mean lliose sections wdiieh conlinue the existing Emer- 
uauiey Press Act. I tliink it is im])ortant that the House should boar in 
mind that while the press is, I quite agree, a potential engine of the 
greatest value to the country, it is also a potential engine of the greatest 
evil. There is no medium or no machinery which can be used to the harm 
of the country so easily as the Press, and I am not exaggerating when I 
say that in India there is a certain section of the press—I hope not a 
large section—which is constantly so used. This section of the press 
owes allegiance to no principles and to no party. It is run entirely for 
personal profit and generally run for the personal profit of a single indi¬ 
vidual. Such a newspaper to gain its profit must be right in the swim. 
If sedition is the fashion, it must be as seditious as possible. If communal 
unrest is in the air it must seek out and publish causes of unrest and give 
currency to rumours likely to fan that unrest. It is journalism of that 

L206LAD H 



946 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


fl2THSEP. 1936. 


[Sir Henry Craik.] 

kind and presses that feed that journalism that this Act attacks ; but not 
newspapers with a proper sense of responsibility and balance. 

Now, I am afraid this argument has been used before, but it is so 
essential that I will repeat it veiy briefly : the experience of the three 
periods within which press legislation was suspended has shown, I think, 
conclusively that directly that legislation is suspended the deterioration 
in the tone of a certain section of the press is serious and immediate. 
It seems to me as certain as that the day follows the night that if we 
again relax those ])r()visions, exactly the same effect will be produced ; 
and if any one does not believe that, they have only to turn to the S])eech 
made by the Honourable Member, Mr. Krishna Kant Malaviya, who 
claims to be a working jounialist. If anything said in this debate has 
been a strong argument in favour of this Bill, that speech was, because, 
even now, when tliis legislation is in force, the Honourable Member comes 
forward in open praise of murderers. It seems to me idle to assert that 
The same result will not be produced again if we take the same action as 
we took on those three occasions and relax this law. While on that sub¬ 
ject, I would like with great respect to refer very briefly to what 
Mr. Bhulabhai Hesai said in summing up his opinions about that speech. 
I cannot quarrel with the views he talces, that is his own affair, but I 
think that though lie put his point of view’ extremely slirew illy and extremeiy 
cleverly, I must, I fear, differ from him at least in this, that oven if he 
feels like that, it is a pity that he says so publicly. lie is perfectly 
entitled,—I do not deny for a moment,—^he is perfectly entitled to think 
of these people as brave and misguided youths. Personally, I do not 
share that view at all. If I have formed any views about them, I would 
look on them rather as mad dogs, as dangerous animals ; but even if he 
holds that view, I must say it does seem to me unfortunate that he should 
give expression to that view in public, not of course that it is likely to 
have any effect on sensible men of mature years, but I do think that when 
a leader of his eminence publishes such a view, it is exactly the kind of 
thing which does have or is likely to have an effect on immature minds. 

Now, Sir, r have done with the press sections, and I have no doubt 
ev(*rv])ody wdll be relieved at hearing it. The main argument of a good 
many, but iiot all, of the speakers on tlie other side against the wliolc 
sc*Ii(Miie of this legislation seemed to me to he based on a denial that the 
(hnigers w’hieh 1 apprehend existed at all. They took Ihe view that these 
dangers existed only in my ])rolific imagination, that as a matter of fact 
there is no ti'rrorism, that coiinnnnal unrest does not really exist, and that 
communism is a figment of my brain and nothing else. Of conrse, it is 
ijst'less to dispute with people like that, because I do not know what their 
sources of information may be and they do not know^ what my sources of 
inl'ojmiation are. I will only say this, that if there can be any eflicieut 
paj t of such a universally condemned machine as the Government of India, 
it s(‘ems io me that it is its intelligence system, which is extraordinarily 
wide, extremely prompt and is, in my opinion,—^possibly other Honour- 
al)le .M<*mbors will not agree,—very shrewdly drawn up. And my infor¬ 
mation,—I happen to be more or less at the centre of this system,— 
definitely is what I stated to the House, namely that terrorism, although 
there has been some slight diminution in Bengal, is by no means dead. 
Within the last five months we have had, I think, 25 terrorist incidents. 
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Thrco oi* them were murders, one a very determined, but fortunately not 
sueeessful attempted murder, and the rest of them dacoities, robberies, the 
ili.seovery of arms, the discovery of bombs and so on. Now, by no means 
<i]] tli(*se iiieidents were confined to Bengal. Eight, I think, were in the 
United Provinces, one, tlie attempted murder to which J referred, was in 
Ajmer, two were in Assam, and 1 think one or two in Bihar and the 
Punjab. These are all incidents that have occurred since the 1st of April 
last In the face of that, it is idle to assert that terrorism is a mere bug¬ 
bear, and that as a movement it is dead. 

As regards communal unrest, all I can say is lhat every Local Gov¬ 
ernment informs me of incidents that are portentous and threatening, and 
llie w’liole country knows ll’at since we last met, there has been bloodshed 
at Ftn-ozahacl, at (^ian]])aran, at liahore, a»id only the other day at 
S('cundcral)ad, that is to say, in the United Provinces, in the Punjab, in 
(lie South of India, and in Bihar. There again, it seems to me that you 
arc merely behaving like the ostrich and burying your head in the sand 
il you say that danger exists. 

As regards Communism, much less is known about it, because as 1 
sai<l licfore it is a movement that works secretly and underground, but 1 
siipi)Ose I am in a better position than any one else in this House to know 
what there is to he known of its methods. I do not assert that Communism 
is a movement wliich is likely to come to the top in India for some years 
to come, hut undoubtedly it is a dangerous movement and one which is 
likely to raise its head when it finds a favourable opportunity, and when 
it does so wm must have weapons to deal with it. 

The denial of the existence of all dangers was not, however, the view, 
as I have said, taken by all speakers on the other side, and notably, I think, 
it was not the view of the Honourable Member from Madras. I don^t 
think he denied for a moment the existence of the dangers which I fore¬ 
shadowed, but he took the line : “ Oh, yes, those dangers may be there, 
but we can deal with them perfectly well under the ordinary law, and as 
for future Governments, they can deal with them perfectly well without 
special laws Well, now, I sometimes wonder whether optimism so com¬ 
plete as that of my friend deserves our admiration, or whether we 
should weep at its pathetic side. The Honourable Member has cast him- 
>cii for the role of (-hief Minister under the new form of Government and 
I .sincerely trust that he may live to realise that ambition ; but let him 
l einombcr that most of his friends, at any rate all of them who know lhat 
iljcy Ihemselves have no po.ssible chance of ever securing office, arc likely 
lo he trying lo wreck his Govemnienl. How is he going to deal with these 
clioris ()l liis frioiKiS if lie lias only the ordinary law as a wctfipon for 
ooaling with such dangers ? Let me as.sure him, speaking from experience 
of a good many years of trying to cope with Civil Disobedience, that it is 
not a matter that can be dealt with under the ordinary law. If it had 
been possible, we should have been only too glad to do so. Tt was only 
with the helj) of special measures that we were able to suppress it. I am 
afraid if that is the hope in which the Honourable Member is going to 
accept office, his period of office will be comparatively a brief one. 
(Laughter from Government Party Benches.) I really do not see how 
any Minister of the future, even so able and versatile a gentleman as the 
Honourable Member from Madras, can hope to resist the subversive 
movements and forces that will criticise and attack his ministry without 
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the special powers which we have found necessary. Remember, he will 
have an uncontrolled press, a p:reat part of it run by his political opponents, 
he will have no power of declaring any association illegal, in fact it seems 
lo Die he will be perfectly helpless and will inevitably be driven out of 
office in a week or two. 

yir, T have noticed all through this debate a repetition of such 
j)lirases,—and 1 have no doubt these phrases enshrine very great prin- 
ci])les,—such phrases as the freedom of the individual, freedom of tlie 
press, liberty of speech, liberty of association and so on. Those arc of 
course very fine principles, but the mere repetition of fine princi])lcs does 
not, to my mind, carry any great measure of conviction. In fact, their 
constant repetition seems to me to rub the gilt oil* and reduce these prin¬ 
ciples into tedious “ cliches 1 think two frecpient iteration of such 
principles is a little bit inclined to make speakers lose their sense of pro- 
])oi*tion. After all, whose freedom is it we are attacking by this Bill ? 
Against whose liberty is the Bill designed ? Against the revolutionary, 
against the sedition-monger, against the terrorist, against the communist, 
but not surely against the average peaceful citizen who is none of those 
four things. How is the average citizen affected by the Bill ? Let the 
House consider. Has any lawyer been affected, any merchant, any shop¬ 
keeper, any artisan, any landlord, any tenant V Certainly not. It is only, 
as I have said, those four (dasscs against whom the Bill is directed. And 
what have those classes done to deserve it 1 Surely they have interfered 
most seriously with the liberty of other people. Take the victims of the 
teirorists. (Jan there be a more serious interference, a more drastic inter¬ 
ference with liberty than murdering a man "I Again who have been the 
vicliiiJs of the Civil Disobedience Movement 1 The man who has been 
picketed, the merchant who sees his trade steadily declining, the shop¬ 
keeper who secs his clients scared or frightened away, the lawyer who is 
prevented from going to court, the student who is prevented from carry- 
iiig on bus .sludi<’s, the (lovernment servant .'.ho is n*.s1 rained by the boycotl 
from enjoying the onlinary conveniences of life. Ts that not interference 
with liberty, is that not trespassing on llic freedom of the individual ? 
Surely, ihat is a far worse infringement of liberty than anything that is 
pro])osed by this Bill. Those are (he people whom any Government is 
hound to protect in tlie pursuit tiieir lawful occupations, and any Govern¬ 
ment that failed to give them that elementary form of protection from 
iiu)\enients, all of wliich are in e.s.s<mce unlawful, would be failing grossly 
in its duty. That, Sir, seems lo me to be the issue before this House. 
N.nej’ally ilu* ('(mgn*ss are bitterly op[>os<M{ to ih'.-; Bill. Tin* mnin 
plank of their political programme is the I’opoal of all repressive laws, and 
the one they desire most to repeal is this law wliich brought about the end 
ind collapse of the (.'ivil Disobedience ilovemeiit. They make no secret 
of the fact that tiie movement will be revived, and revived whenever it 
suits their conveiiieiice. We should be fools in such a situation to deprive 
oiustdvcs of this wea])Oii which has been successful in the past, and to start 
all over again meeting such a movement, as the Congress always wish us 
to meet their attacks, with one hand tied beliind our back ? Why should 

I regret that I have been so long. The time has now come when the 
issue must be put to the test. The Honourable Member from Delhi gives 
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a Nazi salute and waves his hand in agreement. He exhorted the elected 
Members of the House to remember that every one who votes in favour of 
this Bill will be bound to lose his seat. To put that at its highest, it is 
surely the merest opportunism. I do not ask Members to vote on such a 
ground. I ask them to follow the dictates of their conscience. Honour¬ 
able Members opposite came to this House a year ago pledged in advance 
to do their utmost to repepl this Bill. I am not appealing to them, 1 
know it would be useless, but to those Honourable Members who have come 
here with an open mind. I would ask them not to think what the result 
will be in their constituency, but to vote honestly according to their con¬ 
science. Let them bear in mind what are the real issues befoie the House. 
Are we going to give the new form of Government a chance of developing 
in moderately peaceful conditions ? Are we going to give them some 
means of grappling with the antagonistic forces which are certain to 
encompass and attack them 1 Or are we, in our inveterate desire to 
destroy and dcscredit the present administration,—are we going to let 
loose on the country again those forces of chaos and anarchy which pro- 
<lueed such misery and such economic loss in 1931 and 1932 1 (Loud and 
Continued Applause.) 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question 
7 P.M. is : 

• “ That the Bill to amond the Criminal Law be taken into consideration.’’ 


The Assemblv divided 
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Blackwell, Mr. .T. H. 

Bower, Mr. K. H. M. 

Boyle, Mr. J. D. 

(’hapman-Mortimer, Mr. T. 

(’hatarji, Mr. J. M. 

(now, Mr. A. G. 

Craik, The Honourable Sir Henry. 

Dalai, Dr. R. D. 

Dosai, Mr. S. P. 

DeSouza, Dr. P. X. 

Pazl-i-Haq Piracha, Khan Sahib Shaikh. 
Gajapatiraj, Maharaj Kumar Vijaya 
Ananda. 

Ghiasuddin, Mr. M. 

Ghuznavi, Sir Abdul Halim. 

Graham, Sir Lancelot. 

Griffiths, Mr. P. J. 

Grigjj, The Honourable Sir James. 
Hands, Mr. A. S. 

Ilidayatallnh, Sir Ghulam Hussain. 
Ilockenhull, Mr. P. W. 

Ilossack. Mr. W. B. 
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.James, Mr. P. E. 

.Tawahar Singh, Sardar Bahadur Sardar 
Sir. 

Lai Chand, Captain Rao Bahadur 
(^aiidhri, 

Lee, Mr. D. J. N. 

Lister, Mr. T. 

Lloyd, Mr. A. H. 

MacLachlan, Mr. D. 

Mehr Shah, Nawab Sahibzada Sir Sayad 
Muhammad. 

Milligan, Mr. J. A. 

Mitchell, The Honourable Mr. D. G. 
Morgan, Mr. G, 

Muhammad Nauman, Mr. 

Mukherjee, Rai Bahadur Sir Satya 
Charan. 

Owen, Mr. L. 

Rajah, Rao Bahadur M. C. 

Rau, Mr, P. R. 

Row, Mr. K. Saiijiva. 

Sarnia, Mr. R. S. 

Scott, Mr. .T. Ramsay. 

Rher Muhammad Khaii, Captain Sardar. 
Singh, Mr. Pradvumua Prashad. 

Siiiha, Raja Bahadur Harihar Prosad 
Narayan. 

Sircar, The Honourable Sir Nripendra. 
Tottenham, Mr. G. R. P. 

Yakub, Sir Muhammad. 

Yamin Khan, Mr. Muhammad. 

Zafrullah Khan, The Honourable Sir 
Muhammad. 

Ziauddin Ahmad, Dr. 



LKGISLATIVB ASSKMBLY. 


[12tu Sep. 1936. 


950 


NOES—71. 


Aaioa, Air. Saiimul. 

Abdul Matin (.Tlmudhnry, Mr. 

Ancy, Mr, M. S. 

A«ftf Ali, Mr. M. 

Ayyangar, Mr. M. Ananthasayanam. 
Azhar Ali, ^Ir. ^Muhammad. 

Ba Si, U. 

Badi-uz Zaiiiaii, Maulvi. 

Badriil Hasan, Maulvi. 

Ba no rjca, i)r. P. N. 

Ba«iui, Mr. M. A. 

Bardaloi, Sri jut X. G. 

Bliagavan Das, Dr. 

('liattopadhayaya, ^Ir. Amarcndra Xatli. 
(luttiar, Mr. T. S. Aviiiashilingam. 
(’liotLy, Mr. Sami Vonoataeholam. 
(Muindor, Mr. N. 0. 
f)a'^, Mr. B. 

Has, Mr. Ba.saula Kumar. 

Das, r*aiidit Xilakaiitlia. 

Datta, Mr. AkUil Cliaiidra. 

Do.sai, Mr. Bliulabhai J. 

7V‘^iimiikh, Dr. G. V. 

I‘’s.sak Sait, Mr. JI. A. Sathar II. 
Kuzliil riu(|, Mr. A. K. 

(bidgil, Mr. N. V. 

Gaulja, Mr. K. L. 

Gkiilam Bliik Xairaiig, Syod. 

Giri, Mr. V. V. 

Govind Das, Sotli. 

Gupta, Mr. Gliaiisliiain Singh. 
ll(»suiaui, Mr. S. K. 

Jodlio, Mr. K. ^1. 

.logondia Singh, Sinlar. 

Jushi, Mr. N. .M. 

Khan Sahil), Dr. 

The motion was negathed. 

Tlie Assembly then adjourned 
I'illi September, l!)Bo. 


Kharo, Dr. N. B. 

Lalchand Navalrai, Mr. 

Laljno, Air. HuHenbhai Abdullabhai. 
Maitra, Pandit Lakshini ICanta. 

Mala viva, Bandit Krishna Kant. 
Mangal Singh, Sardar. 

Mudaliar, Mr. C. K. Aluthuranga. 
Muhaininad Aliiiiad Kuzmi, Qaj&i. 
Murtuza Sahib Bahadur, Maulvi Syed. 
Xagoswara Bao, Mr. K. 

Paliwal, Pandit Sri Krishna Dutta. 
l^ant, Pandit Govind Ballabh. 

Parma Xaiid, Bhai. 

Bjighubir Xaravan Singh, Choudhri. 
Bajaii, Dr. T. S. S. 

Baju, Mr. 1*. 8. Kumaruswami. 

Kaiiga, Prof. X. G. 

Saksena, Mr. Mohan Lai. 

Sant Singh, Sardar. 

Satyamurti, Mr. S. 

Sham Lai, Mr. 

Shaiikat Ali, Maulaiia. 

Slioodass Daga, Seth. 

Sidduiiii* Ah Khan, Khan Sahib Nawab. 
Singh, Mr. Ram Nurayan. 

Siiiha, Mr. Anugrah Xarayaii. 

Sinha, Mr. Satya Narayan, 

Sinha, Mr. Shri Krishna. 

So III, Mr. Suryya Kumar. 

Sri Prakasa, Mr. 

Thoin Maung, Dr. 

Thoin Maung, V, 

I’lnar Aly Shall, Mr. 

Varma, Mr. B. B. 

Visaanji, Mr. Mathuradas. 


till Eleven of the Clock on Friday, the 
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Friday, 13th September, 1935, 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Air. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) in the Chair, 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Third Class Carriages on Mail Trains on the Madras and Southern 

Mauratta Railway. 

324. '‘‘Prof. N. O. Ranga : (a) Are Goveriiineut fiwar.3 uh* ihe fact 
that there is now no uniformity observed by Madras and Southern 
Mahratta Railway and South Indian Railway in placing their third class 
carriages on their Mail Trains and that owing to the third class carriages 
being attached in different positions on different days in different sections 
of the Alail Trains, the passengers who have to board the Mail trains on 
any of the small stations in the three or five minutes halts are put to 
considerable trouble, inconvenience and danger ? 

(6) Are Government aware that there are often too few Ihird class 
carriages for the niiiiiber of j)assongers to be carried as compared ^^ilh the 
first class a<‘<‘onimodation provided on the Mail tiain.s ? 

(c) If so, are Government prepared to consuh'r llic advisabilitv of 
increasing the niimbcr (jf third class carriage's on all Mail trains of all the 
railways, regulating tlie first class accomniodation as need arises ? 

Mr. P, R. Eau : (a) The Agent, Madras and Southern Alahratta 
Railway, slates that the mail trains on that line are worked with set 
rakes and the position of the vehicles is never altered except in 
abnormal circumstances. 

The Agent, South Indian Railway, states that the position of 
tliird class carriages on their express trains has remained constant 
during the last three years. Through carriages running between speci¬ 
fied points which have indication boards giving the name of the start¬ 
ing and destination stations are attached in the position in which it 
is most convenient for shunting purposes at junctions. 

(6) The number of each class of carriage provided on the various 
trains is determined by the volume of the traffic offered. Both the 
Agents state that spare third class stock is stabled at various stations, 
and station masters have instructions to attach them to trains when¬ 
ever necessity arises. 

(c) The composition of trains must be determined by local condi¬ 
tions which vary from section to section on the different railways, 
and it is impracticable for Government to regulate such details of 
railway working. 

{ 951 ) 
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Prof. N. Q. Banga : Are Government aware of the fact that even 
at junction stations, such as VValtair and Bezwada, when request is 
made and notice.^ is given for additional third class carriages because 
of the existing overcrowding, no action is taken ? 

Mr. P, R. Rau : I am not aware of that. 

Prof. N. O. Ranga : Will Government see that one or two third 
class carriages at least are attached to every mail train that passes 
between Waltair and Madras ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : Sir, this is a matter of local interest, and 1 think 
it is desirable that the Honourable Member should take it up in the 
Local Advisory Council. 

Prof. N. 6. Ranga : Tn view of the fact that no Member of this 
House is a member of the Local Advisory Council, will the Honourable 
Member in charge of the Department be good enough to convey the 
wish of this House that there should be more third class carriages 
attached to the mail train running between Waltair and Madras and 
also between Madras and Colombo ? 

Mr. P. B. Rau : I shall be glad to send a copy of my Honourable 
friend’s observations to the Agents. 

Lugcjage Allowance given to Third Class Passengers. 

320 , *Prof. N. 6 . Ranga : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
the luggage allowances given on different trains for each of the third class 
passengers ? 

(b) Are Government prepared to consider t!ie advisaliility of increas¬ 
ing such luggag(‘ allowance by another three poiimls ? 

P. R. Rau : (a) On practically all railways, the free allowance 
of luggage is 25 seers in addition to bedding, walking sticks, iinbrellas 
and such articles of food as may be required on the journey. 

(6) On tlie recommendation of the Indian Railway Conference 
Association, the free allowance wa»s raised in December, 1929, from 15 
seers to 25 sccj's. Government are not prepared to consider any further 
enhancement under present conditions. 

Prof. N. O. Ranga : In view of the fact that this question was 
considered so long ago as 1929, are not Government of the opinion that 
time has come when these things should be reconsidered in view of the 
increasing rail-road competition ? 

Mr. P. B. Rau : As a member of the Public Accounts Committee, 
my Honourable friend was most assiduous in asking the railways to 
increase their net earnings. 

Prof. N. O. Ranga : It is only because we are anxious that the 
railways should increase their earnings that we ask that the con¬ 
veniences afforded to the third class passengers should be increased. 
Will Government, therefore, consider the advisability of increasing the 
tacillties of tliird class passengers in this direction ! 
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BKr. P. R. Rail : I do not think that the addition of three seers to 
25 seers is likely to increase traffic. 

Weighing Machines on the Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway. 

326. *Prof. N. O. Ranga : (a) Are Government aware of the fact 
that at many places the weighing machines of the Madras and Southern 
Mahratta Railway are very defective, to the detriment of the tliird 
class passengers and that weighing machines are often not properly and 
sufficiently tested ! 

(6) Are Government aware that the weighing machine installed for 
third class passengers at the central station, Madras and Southern 
Mahratta Railway, Madras, was found on the 12tli July to show 3 lbs. 
more than that installed for the first and second class passengers ? 

(r; Do (lovernment propose to see that special care is taken to test 
periodically the weigliiu^ machines installed in all stitions and es])ecially 
those machines intended for the third class passengers ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) and (b). The Agent, Madras and Southern 
Mahratta Railv.^ay, states that the Administration is not aware of the 
facts alleged. 

(c) Cfovernment are satisfied that the instructions issued by the 
Madras and SoutluTn Mahratta Railway Administration for the care 
and handling of weighing machines provide for as high a standard of 
accuracy being maintained as is practicable. They understand that 
similar instructions have been issued on other railways. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : In view of the fact that I myself have had 
this experience at the Madras Central Station and drew the attention 
of the Station Master also on that day to this particular defect, will 
Government try to refresh their memory as well as their information 
and see that such inaccurate information is not placed before this 
House ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : I understand that my Honourable friend’s general 
allegation is based on one single instance, and when he has brought it 
to the notice of the authorities concerned, I am sure, that defect must 
have been rectified. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : Is it not a fact that the Honourable Member 
in his ansiver has stated that this particular defect to which T have 
draivn attention as far as the Madras Central Station is concerned does 
not exist and did not exist on that day T 

Mr. P. R. Rau : I could not follow the Honourable Member's 
question. Will he kindly repeat it ? 

Prof N. O. Ranga : What is your answer to part (a) of my 
question T 

Mr. P. R. Rau : The answer to parts (a) and (6) is : 

“ The Agent, Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway, states that the Administra¬ 
tion is not aware of the facts alleged*” 

L209LAD ^ 
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Prof. N. G. Banga : In view of the fact that I myself have had this 
experience and drew the attention of the Station Master to this defect^ 
I wish to inform the Honourable Member that his information is 
absolutely wrong and that that kind of information should not be 
placed on the table of the House. 

Mr. P. R. Ran : May I ask whether my Honourable friend made a 
complaint in widting to the Agent of the Railway or what steps did he 
take to bring the defect to the notice of the Agent ? 

Prof. N. O. Banga : I personally informed him of what had hap¬ 
pened. 

Mr. P. R. Ran : In such cases, it is probably desirable for the 
Honourable Member to write to the Agent about it. 

Prof. N. G. Banga : I hope the Honourable Member will provide 
me with the expenses that I will incyr on correspondence. 

Weight of Luggage op Third Class Passengers. 

827. *Prof. N. G. Banga : Are Government prepared to consider the 
advisaliility of instructing the Railways to see that })assengers, especially 
the third class passengers, are not troubled at any ot* the intermediate 
stations or junctions about the weight of tludr luggages, if they bear with 
them the railway receipt for their luggage from their starting stations 
and that if any doubt is felt about the correct ness of the Weight recorded 
on the receijit, iliat fact may be communicated to the station master of 
the destination Ihrougli the guard on duty 1 

Mr. P. B. Ban : T will convey the Honourable Member’s sugges¬ 
tion to the Indian Railway Conference Association for their considera¬ 
tion. 


Government’s Policy towards Communism. 

o28. ’^Prof. N. G. Banga ; (a) Are Government awire of the 
judgment given by Justices Williams and Jacks on the 17th of July in the 
High Court of Calcutta in setting aside the sentence on Kamala Krishna 
Sircar on the kind of propaganda carried on in favour of the establish¬ 
ment of a Bolshevik form of Government in India provided violent means 
are not advocated ? 

(6) If so, will Government place on the table of the House the full 
text of that judgment t 

(r) Are Government prepared to revise ilieir policy in the light of 
that judgment towards communists, communist organisations and com¬ 
munist propaganda and also their G. 0. on communists 1 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : (a) and (6). A copy of the 
judgment is laid on the table. 

(c) The judgment had reference to prosecutions under the pro¬ 
visions of section 124-A of the Indian Penal Code. No question of revising 
Jthe policy of Government towards Communism arises. 
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IN THN Hiau COUBT OF JUDIUATUBE AT POBT WULLIAM IN BENGAIj. 

Criminal Appellate Jurisdiction. 

The 17th July, 1935. 

Present : 

The Honourable Mr. Justice Lort*Williams 
and 

The Honourable Mr. Justice Jack. 


Appeal Ko. 173 of 1935. 

Kamal Krishna i?ircar, .. .. Appellant, 

versus 

Tlie Kmperor .. Respondent. 

For the Accused—Mr. B. Das, Counsel, with Mi. Hiraii Kumar Roy. 

For the Crown—^Mr. D. K. Bhatlaeharya, ollioiating Deputy Legal Remembrancer. 
Lort-Williams, J.— 

In this case, the appellant was convicted of sedition under section 124A, Indian 
Penal Code, and sentenced to rigorous imprisoiiiiicnt for one year. 

The speech in which he made the remarks complained of was delivered at 
Bhraddhananda Park on November 22, 1934. There was a meeting of the Bengal 
Youth League, and there was a red banner with hammer, sickle and star. The audience 
were composed mostly of Bengali youths of the student community and a number of 
speeches were made. 

The accused moved a resolution, expressing emphatic condemnation of Govern¬ 
ment legislation as being calculated to gag the working class movement in India, 
in declaring the Communist party of India and various trade unions and labour 
organisations illegal, while anti-working class organisations like the Indian National 
Congress and the Congress Socialist Party had not been banned, and had been allowed 
to prosecute their aims of sabotaging the real class struggle for emancipating the 
toiling masses of India. The resolution also condemned the banning of tbo Communist 
party of India and other militant class organisations in the Punjab and Bombay. 

In his speech the accused referred to these orders made by the Government, and 
explained that what was meant was that the Government by such banning of certain 
organisations were making it easier for the organisations which were carried on by 
the well-to-do and the capitalists one of the aims of which was to put down th« 
workers’ movement, to pursue the new reformist movements which were favoured by 
these other bodies. The rich, Gandhi and the Congress were all lumped together 
by the speaker as being supported by the Government. Then he proceeded to deal 
with the Round Table Conference and pointed out that at one time the Government 
had declared the Congress illegal, but that it was the object of the Government, and 
by reference the speaker obviously wanted to include all Governments, to encourage 
the reformist movement as a method of checking the revolutionary movement repre¬ 
sented by the Communist party, the Bolsheviks and others. The rest of the speech 
was a mere recital of facts either of recent or past history. A great deal of it tos 
obviously taken from well-known and quite respectable books which have been pub¬ 
lished recently about the world economic depression, the alleged failure of the 
capitalistic ^stem, and the necessity of finding some other method for the distribution 
of goods. In fact, all that the speech amounted to was a recommendation of the 
Bolshevik form of Government as preferable to what is generally called the ** capital¬ 
istic ” form of Government, t.e., the present form of Government, .^d all that the 
speaker did was to encourage the young men, whom he was addressing, to join the 
Bengal Youth League and to carry on a propaganda for the purpose of inducing 
as large a number of people in India as possible to become supporters of the idea of 
communism as represented by the present Bolshevik system in Russia. 

It Is really absurd to say that speeches of this kmd amount to sedition. If such 
were the case, then every arrament againft the present form of Government and in 
favour of some other form 6f Government might be alleged to lead to hatred of thg 
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Government, and it might be suggested that such ideas brought the Government into 
contempt. To suggest some other form of Government is not necessarily to bring the 
present Government into hatred or contempt. 

The learned Magistrate, who tried the case, obviously takes a strong view with 
regard to Bolshevism. He does not like it ; neither do I, nor do a very large number 
of sensible people. That does not mean that one may not make speeches of the kind. 
I do not like quite a lot of things that people do constantly from day to day. That 
is no reason for suggesting that those people are guilty of sedition or of attempting 
to bring the Government into hatred or contempt. 

In my opinion, it is not wise to institute prosecution against the makers of 
speeches of this kind. The effect of it is to give the impression that the Govern- 
ment are desirous of taking the kind of steps which, we understand, have been taken 
in countries like Germany and Italy, where the right of free spco<*h has practically 
disappeared. So far as we know, that is not the present position in India. In any 
case, the present speech is a long way from coming within the iirovisions of section 
124A, Indian Penal Code. 

The conviction and sentence passed on the appellant are, accordingly, set aside, 
and he is acquitted. 

Tilt appellant, who is on bail, vrill be discharged from his bail-bond. 

(Sd.) J. LOBT-WLLLIAMS. 

The 17th July, 1935. 

Jack, J.— 

1 agree. 

(Sd.) B. E. JACK. 

The 17th July, 1935. 

J. W. McKAY, 

. Secretary to the Bengal Legislative CounciL 

Calcutta ; 

The 101 h Avgust, 1935. 


Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is the policy of Government towards 
CommimisTa ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik: That was defined at consider¬ 
able length in a statement I laid on the table in reply to a question 
about thi^ time last year. The Honourable Member will find it in the 
Librar5'. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Do Government propose to continue to punish 
opinions, even if those opinions are not expressed in favour of any acts 
of violence ? 

The Honourable Sk Hei^ Craik : It has never been the policy 
of Government to punish opinions so long as those opinions arc not 
published. 

Blr. S Satyamurti : Do Government propose to punish the opinions 
even in those publications, which do not incite to any acts of violence f 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : So long as those opinions do not 
incite to acts of violence or encourage disaffection or tend to bring 
Government into hatred or contempt, it is not the policy of Govern¬ 
ment to punish them. 

Pfof. N. O. Banga : Is it wrong to publish in original the Com¬ 
munist manifesto issued by KarJ Marx and also to translate it t 
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The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : That depends upon the con¬ 
tents of the manifesto. 

Trade Treaties with Italy and Koumania. 

;320. ’'•Trof. N. G. Banga : (a) Will Govemnunit be pleased to state 
wliether they have been able to conclude any trade treaties with Italy and 
Koumania in order to remove or reduce tiie import duties recently levied 
by those Governments upon our Indian Imports t 

(&) If not, what stage has been reached by their negotiations with 
the Governments of those countries f 

(c) When were those negotiations begun t 

(d) When arc they expected to be concluded ? 

(e) If trade treaties are concluded, what are the terms of such 
treaties f 

(/) How do those terms compare with those of the treaties concluded 
by Great Britain with Italy during this year 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad 2iafrullah Khan : (a) to (/). I 
would invite the Honourable Member’s attention to the replies given 
to Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar’s starred questions Nos. 4 and 5. 

Markettnd of Agricultural Produce in Foreign Countries. 

floO. ^Prof. N. G. Banga : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
the progress made by the marketing section of the Imperial Council of 
Agrieulliire in carrying on any marketing surveys or in organising 
marketing of any of the Agricultural produce 1 

(b) Arc Oovernment prepared to considt'r the advisability of pub¬ 
lishing a periodical survey of the prospects for the marketing of Agri¬ 
cultural produce in foreign countries with the aid ol the rei)orts received 
from llie 'I’rade Commissioners ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) A copy of the progress report of 
the marketing scheme till the end of June, 1935, as circulated to the 
Advisory Board of the Imperial Council of Agricultural Kesearch. has 
been placed in the Library. 

(h) The quarterly reports is.sued by the Indian Trade Commis¬ 
sioners alreatly contain suflRcient information regarding the marketing 
of Indian agricultural products in foreign countries and the prospects 
of expansion of the trade. These reports are published in the Indian 
Tra-de Journal, 

Prof. N. G. Banga ; Will Government consider the advisability of 
publishing a comprehensive report of all the remarks made by the 
Trade Coinmisioners, so that it will be easy for those who are interest¬ 
ed in agricultural problems to get it and study it ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : I have already informed my Honour: 
able friend that quarterly reports, which I have no doubt are as com¬ 
prehensive as the subject matter requires, are issued and published in 
the Indi(m Trade Journal. 
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Lbss SUSTAINEB BT THE PEASANTS IN THE QinSTTA EARTHQUAKE. 

331. *Prof. N. O. Banga ; (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
if they have estimated the loss sustained by the peasants in the Quetta 
earthquake t 

(h) If so, how much is that loss t 

(c) How many peasants have been made homeless and landless t 

(d) What are the steps taken or proposed to be taken to settle them 
anywhere else and provide them with land T 

(c) Will Government state whether any lands in the newly irrigated 
portions of the Punjab or Sind are proposed to be granted to them f 

Mr. J. G. Acbeson : (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) Ajiproximately rupees five and a half lakhs. 

(c) About 2,676 houses were destroyed and roughly 12,800 
peasants \ver«! rendered homeless. No peasants have been rendered 
landless as damage to land has been comparatively insignificant. 

(d) Grants have been made Tor the reconstruction of houses but 
as there has been no appreciable damage to land it has not been found 
necessary to take steps to settle the peasants elsewhere. 

(c) No, Sir. 

Prof. N. G. Rangu : In view of the fact that in the report pub¬ 
lished by the Government of India it is said that this earthquake has 
affected seveival hundreds of square miles of land, does the answer 
given by the Honourable Member relate to all the peasants affected by 
the earlhquake ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : Does the Honourable Member want to know 
if my answer refers to the whole of the area ? If so, yes. Sir. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I know if the lands of these peasants 
have been destroyed ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : There were quite a considerable number of 
casualties among the villagers ; but they were not so heavy as in tlie 
city. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : I was asking whether the cultivated lands 
were affected ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : T thought the Honourable Member was en¬ 
quiring about loss of life. Land has scarcely been affected. That also 
applies to orchards which are, of course, very important in Baluchistan. 

Grant fob the Development op the Handloom Weaving Industry to the 

Madras Presidency. 

332. ’■Prof. N. G. Ranga : («) Will Government be pleased to state 
(*) the principles on which they are allocating the handloom weaving 
development grant between the various provinces, (ii) if such a prineipl* 
was ohjeeted to by the Madras Government, apd (iii) if so, on what 
grounds T 
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(6) Are Goyernment aware of the fact that the Madras Govemment 
has been spending larger sn^ upon the development of handloom 
weaving than other Provincial Governments aitd is it a fact that the 
expenditure of Provincial Governments on handloom weaving only during 
the last four or five years was taken into consideration, and that the 
Madras Presidency gets very much less than what is really due to her, if 
her total ex})eiiditure during the last decade is considered ? 

(c) Are (lovernment prepared to reconsider their method oE allo¬ 
cating the grant so as to allot more to the Madras Presidency f 

The Honourable Mr. D. O. MitcheU : (a) (i). The Sixth Industries 
Conference proposed that the grant for the first year should be dis¬ 
tributed half in proportion to the consumption of cotton yarn in hand- 
loom weaving in the provinces and half in proportion to the actual 
expenditure of the Local Governments on the improvement of the 
cotton handloom weaving industry under certain specified heads during 
the five years ending the 31st March, 1334. This basis was accepted 
by Government for the first 17 months of the scheme, i,e,, up to the 
31 St March, 1936. 

(o) (m). No. 

(a) (tit). Does not arise. 

(h) The reply to the first part is in the negative and to the .second 
part in the affirmative. As regards the last part, the allocation was 
made according to the principles recommended by the Conference. 

(o) The basis of allocation of grants in future years will be con¬ 
sidered by the Seventh Industries Conference to be held in October. 

Prof N. O. Hanga; Have Government any scheme by which this 
total grant is likely to be increased in the near future ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitcbell : I believe at the present 
moment there is little prospect of the total grant being increased. 

Bill re Exemption of a Portion of the Lands owned by Peasants from 

THE Properties liable to be attached for the Payment of Debts. 

333. ’“•Prof. N. O. Ranga ; (a) Will Government be ple.ssed to state 
if they are thinking of introducing legislation to amend the Civil Pro¬ 
cedure Code Act of 1908 so as to exempt a portion of the lands owned by 
peasants from the property or properties liable to be attached for the 
payment of debts t 

(&) If so, when will such a Bill be introduced into the Assembly f 

(c) If not, are Government prepared to consider the advisability of 
introducing such a Bill f 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik: (al The answer is in the nega¬ 
tive. 

(i) Does not arise. 

(c) As the Honourable Member is aware, Mr. Ananthasp.yananx 
Ayyangar gave notice, last Session, of his intention to move for the intro¬ 
duction of a Bill to amend section 60 of the Civil Procedure Code with the 
same object in view. Notice of a Bill which inter alia seeks to protect 
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from attachment small agricultural holdings has dso been received froji^ 
the Honourable Member himself. Government will have an opportunity 
in due course of stating their attitude on the subject in the House in 
coin lection with these Bills. 

Prof. N. O. Banga : What is the attitude of Government towards 
the Bill proposed to be introduced by Mr. Ananthasayauam Ayyangar t 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I have said that Government 
will liavc an opportunity of stating their attitude when the Bill comes 
up. 


Claims over the Waters of the Tungabhadra River. 

3o4. ^Trof. N. G. Banga : {a) Will Government be pleased to state 
what pj*c^grc&s has been made in regard to tiie request of tlie ^Madras 
Government that the Government of India should appoint a ti*ibuiial to 
decide the cJaiins of the four Governments over the waters of the Tunga¬ 
bhadra river : 

(h) What is the reply received from the Bombay Government * 

(c) W'Jiat arc the obstacles standing in the way of developing this 
project ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : (a) The proposal that a Court 
of Arbitration should be appointed has been put to the Governments of 
Bombay, Mysore and Hyderabad. 

(h) The Government of Bombay have agreed to the appointment of 
a Court. 

{c) The project is beset by political, engineering and financial diffi- 
enllics. 

Prof. N. G. Banga : What is the nature of the reply received by the 
Government of India from the Mysore Government ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell; So far no reply has been 
received. 

Prof. N. G. Banga ; How long ago did the Government of India 
address the Mysore Government ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell: I want notice. 

Prof. N. G. Banga : Will the Government of India remind the 
Mysore Government to send an early reply ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : We have already done so. 

Acts passed by PRoviNciAii Legislatures to relieve the Burden of 

Agricultural Indebtedness. 

-f). "Prof. N. G. Banga : Will Government be pleased to place in 
the Library of tlie House the Acts passed since 1934 by various Provincial 
Legislatures to relieve the burden of agricultural indebtedness i]i order 
to enabJ*^ the House to see how far the recommendations of the Economic 
Conference 1934 have been carried out ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I lay on the table a list of 
Acts, copies of which have been placed in the Library of the Indian 
Legislature. 
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^ List of Acta. 

The Agriculturists’ Loans United Provinces (Amendment) Act, 1934. 

The Assam Money Lenders Act, 1934. 

The Central Provinces Debt Conciliation (Amendment) Act, 1934. 

The Central Provinces Debt Conciliation (Amendment) Act, 1935. 

The Central Provinces Money Lenders Act, 1934. 

The Madras Co-operative Land Mortgage Banks Act, 3934. 

The Madras Debtors’ Protection Act, 1934. 

The North-West Frontier Province Redemption of Mortgages Act, 1935 

The Punjab Relief of Indebtedness Act, 1934. 

The United Provinces Agriculturists’ Relief Act, 1934. 

The United Provinces Agriculturists* Relief (Amendment) Act, 1935. 

The United Provinces Encumbered Estates Act, 1934. 

The United Provinces Encumbered Ustates (Amendment) Act, 1935. 

The United Provinces Regulation of Sales Act, 1934. 

The United Provinces Temporary Regulation of Execution Act, 1934. 

The Usurious Loans (Central Provinces Amendment) Act, 1934. 

The Usurious Loans (North-West Frontier Province Amendment) Act, 1935. 

The Usurious Loans (United Provinces Amendment) Act, 1934. 

Aoreement with the Kathiawar States about Customs. 

336. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Ooverament be pleased to state : 

(a) whether any agreement has been arrived at between them and 
the Kathiawar States about customs ; and 

(1j) if so, what the terms of the agreement are ? 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : I am not yet in a position to 
make any statement on this subject. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know what the position is ? Is it that 
a lot of smuggling is going on through the Kathiawar ports f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I do not think there is smuggling, 
for that can be checked at Viramgam line. But it is a matter of com¬ 
mon suspicion that rebates are being given. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Have Government lost large sums of money 
over this 1 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : The problem is not only one of 
loss of revenue, but of diversion of trade from Bombay. In one case, 
of course, the diversion of trade, which is held by the Durbar to be 
■within the terms of their treaty, has been very heavy indeed, and the 
diversion of revenue has consequently been very big also. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Why is there such a diversion of trade ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I think the Honourable Member 
had better leave me to try and deal with that question. I will promise 
to make a statement as soon as I can. 

Mfr. S. Satyamtirti: Before the next Budget Session V If so, I shall 
not ask any more questions. 
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The Honourable Sir James Origg : I hope so ; but I cannot make 
any promise. 

Mr. 8. Satyamnrti : In view of this non-possumus attitude, my 
Honourable friend will forgive me for using that word, 1 want to know 
whj there is this continual diversion of trade from J^ombay to Kathia** 
war ports. There is something which my Honourable friend does not 
want to disclose and which exists. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : One obvious reason is that for 

certain areas the Kathiawar ports have a definite economic advantage 
in having a shorter railway route as compared with the ports of British 
India. But that is not the whole story. 

Mr. 8. 8atyamurti : What is the whole story ? 

The Honourable 8ir James Grigg : I am not in a position to say. 

Mr. 8. 8atyamurti: Will the Honourable Member expedite this 
matter, as much as possible ? 

The Honourable 8ir James Grigg : I am trying to do so. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Are Government spending large sums of money 
to buy up their opposition V 

The Honourable 8tr James Grigg ; The Honourable Member is now 
fishing. 

Formation of Coffee Pools in Kp^nya with a view to drive out the 

Indian Settlers, 

337. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether their attention has been drawn to the attempt of the 
White settlers \n Kenya to form coffee po«)ls with a view 
to drive out the Indian traders in the same v/ay as they are 
being driven out of the clove trade in Zanzibar ; 

ib) it not, whether they are prepared to make enquiries in the 
matter ; and 

(o) v/hat steps they propose to take ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) to (r). Govorament have seen 
reports in the Press of certain proi>osals said to have been made by an 
unofficial organisation called the Coffee Board of Kenya for the better 
distribution of coffee but have received no representations on the sub¬ 
ject from the Indian eoniiriuiiity in Kenya, and do not, therefore, pro¬ 
pose to take any action in the matter. 

Transfer of the Civil and Military Administration of Gilgit to the 

Government op India. 

338. *Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether it is a fact that the treaty between tlie Kashniir 

Government and the Government of India, whereby tlie civil 
and military administration of the Gilgit area will be trans^ 
ferred to the Government of India, has been signed ; md 

(b) the extra cost involved in this transfer ? 
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Mr. J. G. AcliASon : (a) The Honourable Member’i attention is in* 
vite4 to the eommunique on the subject issued on the 8th January, 1985. 

(ft) Nil. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : So there is no extra cost at all i 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : No, Sir ; on the contrary, there has been a 
net saving of approximately one lakh. 

Customs Qubstions relating to tub Kathiawar and Maritibie States. 

339. *^Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether it is a fact that an important conference between the 

oftic.ers of the Political Department and tlio Central Board 
of Revenue was held early in Alay 1o iliscuss the issue 
relating to customs questions wiMi the Maritime and 
Kathiawar States ; 

(b) what the points were that were discussed ; and 

(c) what the decisions are t 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : Tnter-departmental conferences 
coiistitiilc a normal method of Secretariat procedure in important and 
complicated cases, and this method has becji frequently adopted in deal¬ 
ing with customs qin'stioiis. The prMx^eedinjj-s of sneh eonfej'encc'"., like 
tJic noting on Seeretariat files, are confidential, and I am unable to dis¬ 
close any information in regard to this particular or any other one. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will these decisions be taken by Government, 
before they are placed before this House V 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I think that is extrenmly likely. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; Tn view of the fact that a lot of money is in¬ 
volved ill this matter, and Government are not in as strong a position 
as it ought to be in view of this proposed Federation, will Government 
try to strengthen themselves by taking the opinion of this House, re¬ 
presenting as it does the Indian taxpayer 1 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : 1 do not admit the Honourable 
Member’s premise. 

Relief to the Families of the Public Servants killed in the Earthquake 

AT Quetta. 

340. **‘Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Do Government propose to provide 
any oarlliquakc compassionate allowance, or some such relief, for the 
families of those public servants killed in the earthquake at Quetta ? T£ 
so, which and under what conditions ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : In regard to certain establish¬ 
ments whose conditions of service are regulated by the Ro^al Warrant 
and ihe King’s Regulations for the Royal Air Force, it has been held by 
competent authority that death in the earthquake at Quetta should be 
treated as attributable to military service. The dependents of deceased 
members of such establishments become, therefore, eligible for pensions. 
The same principle will be applied in the Indian Army. In regard to 
establishments for which the rules prescribe two scales of pension, the 
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question of which scale should be applied is under consideration. Under 
the rules applicable to civil personnel contained in the Civil Service 
Regulations, no pensions are admissible to the dependents of such per¬ 
sonnel killed in the earthquake, but the Government of India have 
decided to relax these rules and to grant pensions and gratuities. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Will any gratuity be given where pension 
is not allowable ? 

The Honourable Sir James Qrigg : I assume the Honourable Mem* 
her is concerning himself only with the civilian personnel I said that, 
under the rules applicable to civil personnel contained in the (^ivil Ser¬ 
vice liegulations, no pensions are admissible to the dependants of such 
personnel killed in the earthquake, but the Government of India have 
decided to relax these rules and to grant pensions and gratuities. 

Construction of Roads in Assam. 

;Ul. *Srijut N. C, Bardaloi : (a) Is it a fact that the Central 
Reserve Fund for Development of Roads from income derived from 
petrol tajc, amounted to over four lakhs ? 

(/)) Will Government be pleased to state how much of it was derived 
from petrol raised and refined in the Assam oil-fields ? 

(c) What was the amount allocated to Assam from the Central 
Reserve Fund ? 

(d) IIow much of that sum was spent in the Assam Valley t 

(e) Is the oil-field situated in the Assam Valley 1 

(/) What are the areas of Assam Valley Districts and the Surma 
Valley Districts, excluding Hill Districts, separately ? 

(ff) How many miles of kiitcha roads exist in the Assam Valley and 
how many miles of pucca roads ? 

(A; Are Govermuent prepared to take up the qnostioa of construc¬ 
tion ()F rOcHj.s in Assam, so tliat the country may be opened U|) ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell: (a) Yes. On a ten per cent. 

basis the annual credit to the reserve was about Rs. tcu lakhs per 
annum. On a lo per cent, basis (from 1934-35) the annual credit is 
likely to be over Rs. 15 lakhs per annum. 

{b) The quantity of petrol produced in Assam is not constant, but 
the production in recent years is equivalent to a credit to the reserve in 
the Road Account of between 11 and two lakhs of rupees per annum. 

(c) Rs. 27.30 lakhs. This grant has been made partly from revenue 
already received and a lump sum contribution of Rs. 40 lakhs, and partly 
by anticipating future revenue. 

(d) A sum of Rs. 14.25 lakhs has been allocated to the Assam Valley, 
but works are only now being commenced and the expenditure to date 
is negligible. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) The combined areas of the Qoalpara, Kamrup, Darrang, 
Nowgbng, Sibsagar, and I/akhimpur districts in the Assam Valley are 
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23,9S2 square miles and the combined areas of the Sylhet and Cachar 
Plains districts in the Surma Valley are 9,340 square miles. 

(f/) The Government of India have no information. The total 
mileage in Assam is 600 miles of metalled and 7,186 miles of unmetalled 
roads. 

(h) The Government of India have already made very substantial 
grants to Assam as indicated in reply to part (e) of the question. 

Srijut N. 0. Bardaloi : Of course the Government of India have 
made substantial grants, but are Government aware timt, in the northern 
portion of Assam from Dhubri to Lakshmipur, ie., oui-half of Assam, 
there are no metalled roads, and in tlie southern portion all the important 
roads of Kamrup to Ooalpara are cutcha 1 And will Ocvenimeiit consider 
th^'se facts when they consider the question of contribution to the Hoad 
Fund j 

The Honourable Mr, D. O. Mitchell : The Government of India have 
already taken into consideration the well-known faci that Assam is 
very badly oflP for roads. As regards the allocation bo tween the two 
different valleys, that must he left to the Local Government. 

Mr. P. W. HockenhuU : Will the Honourable Member tell us whether 
any schemes have already been sanctioned from the central fund ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : Yes, quite a large number. 

Claims for Promotions and Preferments of Assamese Soldiers. 

0 ^ 12 . *Srijut N. C. Bardaloi : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state how many natives of Assam Valley Districts, belonging to the Koch, 
Rajbangsi, Kaoliari, Jharuas, Mikir and Saloi castes are serving in the 
Regiment known as Assam Rifles who are stationed to guard the 
North-Eastern Frontier ? 

(b) Will Government state how many persons of those ,'astes fought 
in the Great War ? 

(c) Will Government enquire of the Assam Government and inform 
this House whether the Assamese soldiers of these castes were praised for 
their bravery and fighting qualities by the respective commanders of the 
regiments in which they served during the War ? 

(d) Will Government state whether fairly educated youths of the 
above castes are now finding employment in the Gurkha regiments in 
larger numbers ? If not, why not ? 

(e) Will Government state who, besides the following, are now 
holding non-commissioned officers’ ranks among the soldiers in the 
North-Eastern Frontier, who are inhabitants of the Assam Valley Dis¬ 
tricts : 

(1) Jemadar Debi Singh Mech, 

(2) Jemadar Dhananjoy Kachari, 

(3) Havildar Gangaprasad Rajbangsi, 

(4) Havildar Tarak Chandra Rajbangsi, 

(5) Havildar Bahadur Chandra Uzir, 

(6) Havildar Jatra Mikir, 

(7) Havildar Mayaram Rajbangsi 1 
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(/) Are Government prepared to take steps to recruit more men from 
among these castes f 

(flr) Are Government prepared to consider the claims for promotions 
and preferments of these soldiers, who belong to British India, in the 
same way as in the case of inhabitants of Nepal 1 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (a) 348. 

(h) 448. 

(c) Several Commanding Ofiicers expressed appreciation of the fine 
services rendered by men of the Assam Rifles generally, but no particu¬ 
lar classes or castes were specially mentioned. 

(d) Practically no Assamese with any education apply for enlist¬ 
ment in the Assam Rifles, and they are not recruited to Gurkha Regiments 
of the Army because they are not Gurkhas. 

(e) Besides the men named in the question there are live Subedars, 
three flemadars, 19 Havildars and 17 Naiks who are inhabitants of the 
Assam Valley districts. A list of their names can be laid on the table 
if the Honourable Member wishes. 

(f} According to. the class composition of the Assam Rifles the num¬ 
ber of Assamese should be 37] per cent. This percentage has nev(*r been 
reached by recruits from these or other Assamese castes. Government 
would be glad to see them come forward in larger numbers provided they 
intend to stick to the service. 

{(j) Promotion is made by merit alone and the claims of all castes 
and tribes are equally considered. 

Sri jut N. 0. Bardaloi : Is it a fact that those Assataeso, who arc in 
the i*anks of non-commissioned officers, are mostly well educated and 
belong to the educated classes ? Will Government take thes(j facts into 
consideration in matters of promotion ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : My information is that, on enlist¬ 
ment, j)rac1ically none of the recruits are educated. Possibly they re¬ 
ceive some education in the regiment ; but presuming they all enlist as 
sepo^^s in the first instance, my information is not in accordance with that 
of tJie Honourable Mcmiber. 

Srijut N. 0. Bardaloi : As a matter of fact, I may inform the 
Honourable Member that they all originally enlist as sepoys, l)ut only in 
matters of proraolion somehow their race intervenes and the Gurkhas get 
promotion and they do not get the promotion which they deserve. Will 
the Honourable Member make an inquiry into this grievance ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : 1 do not quite sec vrhat I am 
to iiujiiire into. T have said that promotion is made by merit alone, and 
the claims of all castes and tribes are equally considered. 

Assam Valley Planters’ Association. 

343. *Srijut N. 0. Bardaloi : (a) Are Government aware that 
an Indian Planters’ Association, known as the Assam Valley Planters^ 
Association, has been started in Assam f 

(6) Are Government prepared to give representation to this body on 
the Tea Cess Committee* as well as on the Tea Licensing Committee f 
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(c) Have Government instructed the Tea Cess Committee to take in 
representative Indians in the executive of the Tea Cess Committee, as well 
as in tlie general committee, as assured by Sir Joseph Bhore during the 
last Session of this House ? 

(d) Do Government propose to lay down the method of electing 
Indian members to the above bodies, so that Indian planters of Assam 
Valley may also get rcpresenlalion If 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUa Khan : {a) No, Sir. 

ib) 111 view of the reply to part, (a) of the question, Government are 
unabie lo express any opinion as to the desirability of giving rcpresentar 
tioii to thv^ body referred to. 

(( .) Coverninont are unaware that any assuraneo (U the nature men¬ 
tioned was given by Sir Jo.seph Bhore last Session. 

('/) (ioverninent understand that the existing provi.sions of the 
Indian Ael and Ihe Indian Tea (’ontrol Act have in etVeel pro¬ 

vided lor liie representation of Indian planters of the Assam Valley on 
the Indian 'J'ea Cess Committee and the Indian Tea Licensing Committee. 

Srijut N. C Bardaloi : That is not my question : my question is 
this : certainly it firovides for representation of the people interested, 
in the As.^ani V'alley, especially those who are members of the association 
like the Indian Tea Association ; but the pledge given by the Honourable 
Sir JoM’pli Bhore in the last Assembly was that the Covernment will see 
llud hi nans are laken i'll )i tin* executive committeo as well as tiio general 
eoininiMee oi the Association : have Government done anything towards 
that y 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have already 
submitied tl:at Government are unaware that any assurance of the nature 
meniioned was given by Joseph Bliore last Session. 

Srijut N. 0. Bardaloi : It should be in the Assembly J^roceedings. 

T am the person who started it, and, in his reply, Sir Joseph Bhore said 
thar. Government in future would see that more Indians are taken in in 
this cujfirnittpe : that w^as one of the conditons why the Bill was supported 
by me. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : 1 believe all that 
Sir -Joseph Bhore gave an assurance about was that when the Tea Cess 
Association puts forward more comprehensive proposals for the amend¬ 
ment of the Tea Cess Act, the question of the proper representation of 
Indian interests on the committee would be carefully borne in mind. That 
stage has not yet arrived. Any assurance given by Sir Joseph Bhore will 
be fully honoured. 

Appointment of an Indian as the Chairman op the Bombay Port 

Trust. 

J44. *Srijut N. 0. Bardaloi : Will Government bo pleased to state 
if there is any bar to the appointment of an Indian as the Chairman of* 
the Bombay Port Trust f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : None. 

L200LAD 


B 
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Srijut N. 0. Bardaloi : Have the Indian Merchants’ Chamber and 
Bui*eau and other bodies been urging the desirability of appointing an 
fiidian .luring the last 11 years ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; I'he df^sirabiiity 
of a])poin1ing Indians has been urged in several questions tn which 1 
have a I read N given a reply. ' 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Then, why has no Indian been appointed J Is 
tleM‘ n(> Indian fit for that place 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; Indiaiis have (m 
several occasions been Chairmen of Port Trusts. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Here in Bombay f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan . Not in Bombay. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Why not / Arc there no Indians in Bombay 1 
I thought it ^^as an Indian city. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : .Vo ajiswer is 
necessary—Bombay is an Indian city. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Are there no competcuit Indians tr) he Chair¬ 
men (»f the Port Trust there, when Indians can be Oofiiincrcc Mmiibers ? 

( Xo ansAver.') 

Srijut N. C. Bardaloi : Is it a fact that the administration of the 
Port Trusi lias been extravagant ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : No. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May 1 knoAv if there has hren an Indian 
Cliaijairin oT Hie Karachi Port Trust ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Nr)t so tar as I 

am aware. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : I'hen, Avhich are those other ])laces ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The other places 

are Atlen and Chittagong ; I I (dieve a (piestion to that effect has already 
been put doAvii, and, wliea it is n‘ached, I will ])o able to reply to it more 
fully. 

Srijut N. C. Bardaloi : Is it true that the financial difficulties of 
the I *ovt Trust haA^e contributed to the diversion of trade from. Bombay. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I believe thc^e is 
a (luestion with regard to the alleged extravagant nilrninistration of Hie 
Bombay Port Trust put doAvn, and, when it is reached, I will be able to 
give a reply. 

Enquiry into the Financial REJiATiuNs between India and Burma. 

.‘Uo. *Srijut N. 0. Bardaloi : Have Government taken any steps 
to associate members of this House and the public with the enquiry into 
the financial relations behveen India and Burma finally f 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : If the Honourable Member is 
rerc*rri)j.g lo the financial adjustments between the two Governments, I 
would remind him that the subject is to be debated in this Hou^e iluring 
the f)resent Session. 
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Disabilities of Indians in Zanzibar. 

346. ’’Srijiit N. C. Bardaloi : What steps have Govennneiit taken 
to re^nove the disabilities from which Indians in Zanzibar are suffering, as 
reported by the ftoveriiinent representative sent there to investigate the 
grievances of Indians ! 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : The attention of the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber is invitt*d to the reply given by me on the 4th SepTeHiher, 1935, to 
Mr. S. Satyamnrti^ (juestion No. 118. 

Indians in Cochin-China, Java, ^'eylone and Singapore. 

Ml. *Srijut N C. Bardaloi : Are (iovcrnm»Mit awaje that Indians in 
Cocliiii-(3jina, Java, (>eylon and Singapore are being ill-treated / jf so, 
what steps are (lovernnient laking to remedy the same / 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : The reply to Ihe Honourable Member’s (piestion 
is as : 

(T) ;//) An expulsion order against C'ntain Indian Chettiar Hankers 
by t!i' ittd(. (Miina (loverninen^ was cancelled n])on represpntati<ui.s being 
made l«v iii<‘ (iv.v(*rnnient of India through Ilis Majesty’s Government and 
dij)loniaTU' cliannels. 

(h> Tlviv is no truth in the aUegati<m that Indians in Ceylou and 
SinaajMjia' are Isong ill-treated. 

(< ) Government have reeeivetl no complaints of ill-treatment of 
Indians in Java. 

(11’. The (piestion does not arise. 

Abolition of the India Stores Department in London. 

348. *‘'Srijut N. 0. Bardaloi ; (a) Is it a fact that the High (.‘om- 
missioner in England has to attend many social and political functions ? 

(b) Is it a fact that he is a layman as regards Stores purchases are 
concerned ? 

(c) Do Government propose to abolish the Stores Department in 
lifiidon and entrust the Indian Stores Department with the duties of 
inspection and other necessary functions in connection with the large pur¬ 
chases for Ooveimment in India and abroad ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell ; (a) Yes. 

{b} I do not know what my Honourable friend means by ‘ layman ^ 
The position of the High Commissioner is the same as that of any person 
holding high otfiee who has experts working under him. 

{(') i\() ; the Governin,ent of India are considering the p(js.sibility of 
amalgamating the London Store Department and the Indian Stores 
Department. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know, when this amalgamation takes 
place, whether it ivill he in England or in India 1 , ^ 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : The investigation has (ttill to 
be carried out, and it is impossible to give any exact date at present. 

L20flTiAD 
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Effect of the Ottawa Agreement on India and the Dominions. 

o4y. '^Srijut N. C. Bardaloi : (a) lias tlu; Ottawa Pact benefit tod 
the British producers on account of substantial preferential duties ? 

{h} Will Government state to what extent India has benojitted on 
account o1 lhat Pact ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : {a) and (h). Gov¬ 
ernment do not propose to odej* an opinion on tlie results of the Ottawa 
Trade Ajj^recuiKMil [x'udin;^* Hie (Hseiission of the matter in the next 
Budjj:et Session. Meanwhile, a report on the workinir of Ihe Ottawa 
Aj^iecnicnt for the jnnir 1934-35 will be laid on the table of the House at 
an early date. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : When does this Pact expire ? 

The Honoui'able Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I l)elie\e some 
lini(‘ in the s]>rin«»' of 193G. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will (Jovcn-nmei!: place Hie ni.ilter ixd'in-e ilie 
House, before the expiry 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : 1 heiit^vf* so : i1 
will be |)Ossible to do so, f thi!ik. 

Srijut N. C. Bardaloi : \{ a fact lliar from Kiigiand 2lH crores 

worth of artieles l(*ss was exp<»ried to India ! 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : 1 have already 
replied to all questions in detail on this matter. 

Purchase of Iron and Steel Materials by Indian Railways. 

350. '^Srijut N. 0. Bardaloi : Are the Railways in India purchasing 
all .available iron and steel materials in India, or mostly in the United 
Kingdom t 

Mr. P. R. Ban : State-managed Railways in India follow the Stores 
Purchase Rules and purchase all their requirements {)f articles manufac¬ 
tured from iron and steel in India ()ri the rupee tender system. Pre¬ 
ference is given to articles of Indian manufacture when the quality i^ 
satisfactory and the price not unreasonable. 

Company-managed Raihvays also make large purchases of iron 
and steel articles of Indian manufacture. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra : May T know from the Honourable 
Member the extent of the purchases made in England ? 

Mr. P. R. Bau : I mur^t have notice. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is the percentage of iron and steel mate¬ 
rials purchased by Company-managed Railways outsule this country 
every year t 

Mr. P. R. Rau : I am afraid I have not got the figures here : I shall 
be glad to get them if my Honourable friend so desires. 
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Enquiry into the System of Levying Income-tax. 

Sf)!. ^'^Srijut N. C. Bardaloi : {a) Is there any ehauee or an enquiry 
by British experts about tJie system of Icvyiiif^ iiK*oin(»-tax 

(b) If so, do Government propose to see tliat Indian businessmen are 
also associated ^vith that Gommitiee 1 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I would refer the Honourable 
Member to the reply to question No. 83 asked by Sardar Sant Singh. 

Re-TkANSFER of bYLHET TO BeNGAL. 

852. ' Srijut N. C. Bardaloi : (n) Are (lovernsiient av. are that 
a resolution was i)assed in the Assam Logisiative Council some time back, 
at the instance of the mcmliers man S.>i;uiC Liai Syii^et .^iiould be trans¬ 
ferred to Bengal on ilio groinul that i. a pa;! or Deng.P by race 

and culluj-V and as such it shoiihl be re-tiaiusloiTed to 

(6) Do Government now propose to consider liic question, in view of 
that losolution ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (a' lam av;are of the Resolutions 
which have been discussed in the Local Legislative Council on this subject 
from time to time. But^ 1 might reniiml the Honourable Member that 
the last of these Kescilutions, that was jiassod in 1928, opposed the 
transfer of Sylliet to liengal. A Resolution imived in favour of the 
transfer in 1982 was withdrawn after i1iseus."^ioi; 

(&) No. 

Srijut N. 0. Bardaloi : Is Ihe Honourable Member aware that there 
is a strong movement in the Assam Valley districts regarding this trans¬ 
fer of Sylhet to Bengal which is now being carried on V 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : If there is such a feeling, it has 
not been leflecled in the Local Legislative Council. 

Pandit Laksluni Kanta Maitra : l.s the Honourable Member aware 
that the peoplti of Sylhet are in favour of being transferred to Bengal t 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I am not aware that there is any 
unanimity of feeling in that dirt'ction. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra : Ts the Honourable Member aware 
that there is a vast volume of public opinion among the people of Sylh(*t 
that they should be transferred to Bengal 1 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik ; No doubt there is some opinion 
ill favour of ihe transfer ; f am not prepared to admit that it is large. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra : Is the Honourable Member aware 
that the Assamese people arc willing that the people of Sylhet should 
be taken over by Bengal ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I have already said that, if there 
is such a feeling, it is not reflected in the decisions of the Legislative 
Council. 
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Report ani> Rkcc^mmendations of the Cocoanut Industry Committee. 

-Mr. Samuel Aaron : Will Governnienl be nleasod : 

(a) t-o state whetlier they have considered the report and the re- 
eoiniTiendatioiis of tlie C(wnmittee appointed to enquire into 
tlie cocoanut industry in Tiulia ; 

(jb) if so, to place on tlie table of this House a copy of the report 
of the (^mimiltee ; and 

(c) to state wJiat they have already done, or propose to do, to 
protect this industry from forci^m competition ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) to (c)- The 
Report and the rccommendalions of the sub-committee are under the 
consideration of the Government of India. The (piestioii of relejvsing the 
Repoil will be considered afler ihe Goveninient of hidia liave completed 
their examination of the case. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : When <iid Goveriiinciit receive that Report ’ 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : f bavi* not the 
exa(‘t date. 

Dr. T. S. S. Rajan ; May I know how lon;x has this Report bctui 
under the consideration of the Government ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : it has been 
under the consideration of the Goveruniont of India for some weeks, 
but I do not believe there has been any undue delay in considcrinjj: this 
matter. 

Mr, Samuel Aaron : May 1 know if there has been any iuereas(‘ in 
duty on cocoanuts 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : It is obvious 1 
cannot gfive an answer to that question before eonsideration of tlip Report 
has been eompletcd. 

Export and Import Trade between India and Ceylon. 

3r»4. *Mr. Samuel Aaron : Will Government please state : 

(а) if it is a fact that the Government of Ceylon have sent, or 

propose to send, a representative of theirs to confer with the 
Government of India and enter into a pact in regard to the 
export and import trade between India and Ceylon ; and 

(б) if so, at what stage the matter stands at present ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) In May, 1933, 
an official deputation from the Government of Ceylon visited Simla to 
discuss the question of the reciprocal grant of preferences between India 
and Ceylon. 

(b) The discussions have been suspended pending a decision as to 
the appropriateness of the existing import duties 011 cocoanuts and 
cocoanut products. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar : When do they propose to take 
up the discussion again t i 
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The Honourable Bir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : After they have 
eome to some decision with regard to the scale of duty on cocoanuts and 
cocoanut products. 

Mr. P. E. James : May 1 ask, Sir, in view of the fact that this matter 
has been pending for a long time now, whether the Honourable the 
Commerce Member will do his best to expedite Government conclusions 
after they consider the Report ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad 21afrullah Khan : [ have recently 
been in the Kerala country, and several ropreisentations were made to 
me that the scale of duties on cocoanuts and cocoanut products required 
the immediate attention of the Government, and, being impressed by 
those representations, I am trying to do my very best to expedite the 
decision on the matter. 

Legitimate Rights of I^DlA^s in Cevlon. 

335. *^Mr. Samuel Aaron: (•/; Wiili reference to their reply to 
parts (cZ) and ie) of the starred question No. 428, dated the 22nd 
Pebrnaty, 1935, regarding the legitimate rights of bidian Settlers in 
Ceylon, will Government please state whether any notice has been received 
from the Government of Ceylon regarding the appointment of a commis¬ 
sion ; and 

(6) if so, what action has been taken by (Tovernment in the matter f 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) No, Sir. 

(0) Does not arise. 

Recommendations of the Drugs Enquiry Committee. 

33ti. ^’Mr. Mathuradas Vissanji : (a) Is it a fact that the Drugs 
Enquiry Committee, appointed by the Government of India, submitted 
their report so far back as 1931 f 

(b) Have Government received representations from the Indian 
Merchants’ Chamber and other Chambers of Commerce, as also from the 
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry, urging Gov¬ 
ernment to initiate necessary legislation giving effect to the recommenda¬ 
tions of the Drugs Enquiry Committee f 

(c) If so, will Government be pleased to state the reasons, if any, 
vrhy action has been delayed for such a long time on this matter all- 
India importance ? 

(d) Are Government aware that, throughout tlie country, cases of 
adulteration of drugs, etc., are on the increase every year and that the 
public suffer helplessly through want of necessary and effective legislation 
to check tills evil ? 

(e) Will Government be pleased to state when they intend introduc¬ 
ing a Bill giving effect to the various recommendations of the Drugs 
Enquiry Committee f 

Sir airja Shankar Bajpai : (a) Yes. 

(b) Govemmnet have received such representations from several 
commercial associations. ; 
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(c) and Cc). Legislation can be effective only if organisations to 
enforce its provisions as proposed by the Committee are set up both by 
the Qov'.'-ninciit of India and by tiie Provinces. For hiianc.al reasons 
this has not been found possible so far. No schoiiie undertaken by the 
Government of India alone could be effective. 

(ti) The po^sition may possibly be as slated by the Honourable aI em¬ 
ber. 


Bania Shops in the Market Bazar, Kasauli. 

357. '^Sirdar Jogendra Singh (on behalf of Mr. Sham Lai) . (a) is 
it a fact that up to the year 1928 all kinds of sliopw, including v'hat are 
called hania shops, or provision slioi>s, were allowed to be 0 [)enc'l, and 
eontiniiod to be in the Market Bazar, Kasauli, wiLiiout any objection on 
the p'jrt of! the Cantoniuent Authority ? 

{b) L it a fact that owing to a few plague cases having occurred in 
1928, all hania or provision shox)S were closed down in order to prevent 
the ])i\'eding of rats, supposed to carry plague germs ? 

(c) Are Government iiware that there are a large nuiiiber of slabs 
in the Markel Bazar owned by the Cantonment Anihoriiv anrl rented 
yearly for iinnsually large Mims and that, despite ilie prohibiiinu ol* 
bania sJiop.s, all sorts of ])rovisions and Indian sweetnieers have bein 
allowed to I'O kept in th(» stalls, in .spite of the re^ieateil objections rai^'^d 
by the shopkeepers of Kasauli ? 

(d) Is it a fact that in 1934 three shop-keepers, namely, Messrs. 
Baroo Mall & Sons, L. Mansa Ram Sud, and Messrs. Ram Chand Bool 
Chand, were allowed the monopoly for opening bania sho])s in the Market 
Bazar 1 

(e) Are Government awvare that the result of monofioly granted to 
these .sliop-kcejiers has been the ])ractical ruin of the business of old and 
permanent sl} 0 ]i-keepers in the old bazar of Kasauli ? 

(/) Are Government aware that there exists a great feeling of resent¬ 
ment over this policy of discrimination and favouritism of the Cantonment 
Authority, and a number of representations had been made by All-India 
Canlonineiits’ Association and the shop-keepers of Kasauli 1 

(g) Are Government prepared to take immediate steps to see that 
either the bania shops and provision shops are removed from the Market 
Bazar, or all persons, without any discrimination, are allowed to open such 
shops in the Market Bazar on equal terms and conditions ? 

Mr. O. B. F. Tottenham : (a'l and (&). Yes. 

(e) There are 37 stalls in the Market Bazar, Kasauli Cantonment, 
which belong to the Cantoiuucnt Authority and have existed there for a 
long time. These stalls «nre leased annually on rents which arc either 
auctioned or determined by tenders. This year seven stalls were rented 
to betelsellers who also sell .sweetmeats, tea, biscuits, etc. The sale of 
dbnl, gheo nnd other foodstuffs is prohibited. 

((i) In 1934, three licenses were given to the persons named, but 
there was no question of monopoly. 

{e) No. 
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(/) Goveriiiuent understood that, the (Jantoumeiit Authority has 
received many reprcsenlations and has given them due consideration. 
There is no intention of granting a monopoly to any of the shopkeepers. 
The Cantonment Authority do not consider it desirable to allow more 
bania .shops dealing in food grains in that locality owing to its close 
proximity to the barracks. Hats are increasing in the Caiilonmeiit. 

(g) Government are not prepared to interfere in the municipal ad¬ 
ministration of the Cantonment. 

Enquiry into the Conduct of an Imperial Service Officer. 

t^r)8. "Sardar Sant Singh : (a) Will Goverhiijrnl ph'OMi state 
1}i(3 number of Imperial Services officers who have been tried under Act 
XXXVIT of 1850 1 

(h) AVill Government please state how luany oc them were tried by 
oup (/(;mniis.sioncr and how niany by two more ? 

Will (Jovernment please state who is the competent authority to 
order an enquiry into the conduct of an Imperial Service officer ? 

(d) Will Governnieiit please state whether any Local Government has 
any iiiillioiity to order or institute an enquiry, under Act XXXVII of 
ISuO. itilo (he ponduet of an Imperial Service officer ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (a), (?;) and (c). 1 would refer 
the Ilonoxirable Member to the rtsply fjiven to Sardar Maup;a1 Singh’s 
starred qupslion No. 313. 

(d) No. 

Permanent Way Inspectors t)N the North Western Railway. 

359. *Sardar Sant Singh : (u) Will Government please statti 

the number of Permanent Way Inspectors on the North Western Railway t 
How many of them are Hindus, Sikhs, Muslims, Anglo-Indians, domiciled 
Europeans, Indian (ffiristiaus, and Parsis ? 

(ft) What is the total population of the Sikhs in the Punjab, North- 
West Frontier Provinces, Sindh and the Delhi Province, through which 
th(> North Western Railway passes T 

(c) What is the proportion of Sikhs to the population of the Muslims, 
Hindus, Anglo-Indians, domiciled Europeans, Indian Christians and 
Parsis ? 

(d) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the notice issued 
by the North Western Railway, inviting applications for admission to the 
Walton Training School, Lahore Gantt., to undergo training as Perma¬ 
nent Way Apprentices from the 16th September, 1935 t If so, what 
proi)ortion of the vacancies has been reserved for each communitv and 
why f 

Mr. P. B>, Bau : (a) The available infonnatioii will be found in the 
North Western Railway Classified List of subordinate staff of all Bran¬ 
ches in receipt of Rs. 250 per mensem and over or on scales of pay rising 
to Rs. 250 per mensem and over, a copy of which is in the Library of the 
House. 
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(b) and (c*). i would refer the Honourable Member to the Census of 
India, 1931, V'olume I, India, Fart II, a copy of which is in the Jjibrary 
of the House. 

(d) The Agent, North Western Railway, reports that of the ten 
vacancies, eight have been reserved—six' ior Muslims, one for Anglo- 
Indians and one for other minority communities. These proportions were 
fixed in accordance with the iiistruclions regarding the representation 
of Muslims and olher minonly communities in railway service. 

Equipment of the Ajmer Railway Workshops with Additional Plant 
AND Machinery for the Manufacture of Locomotives. 

360. *Mr. V. V. Oiri ; What additional amount of capital has been 
invested to equip the Ajmere Railway Workshops with necessar}’^ addi¬ 
tional plant and machinery for the manufacture of locomotives f 

Bflr. P. R. Rau : The Ajmer Railway Workshops have carried out 
repairs to locomotives as well as the building of locomotives for tlie 
past 39 years. The greater part of the ruacliinei'y is employed both on 
repairs and building. li is, tl)erefore, not possible to state how' much 
of the caf)ital invested in tlie workshops is attributable to repair work 
and how much to the building of locomotives. 

Locomotives manufactured ’ in the Ajmer Railway Workshops. 

361. *^Mr. V. V. Giri : Will Government be pleased to state the 
number of new locomotives of different type manufaclurcd in Ajmere 
Railway Workshops during each of the last five years and the respective 
( ost per locomotive of each type V 

Mr. P. R. Rau : 1 place on the table a statement giving the informa- 
tifui required. 


•iHuJmlund in Lor,(tmot’,vr Ajimr. 


Item 

No. 

Year in wliirh 
manufactur¬ 
ed. 

1 Number 
manufac¬ 
tured . 

(vlasH 

manufac¬ 

tured. 

1 

! Cost 

per 

locomotive. 





Rs. 

1 

1930-31 

7 1 

1 (i2 

61,729 

2 

99 - - 

2 1 

YD 

77 680 

3 

1931-32 

13 1 

YI) 

77,680 

4 

1932-33 

15 

YJ> 

73,306 

5 

1933-34 

13 

YD 

84,183 

e 

1934-.3r> 

2 

YD 

84,183 

7 

.. 

14 

YB 

81,264 


Remarks. 


These locomotives were 
fitted with Poppet Valve 
gear. 

These figures are estimated 
ones. Completion costs 
i> are not yet available, but 
they will probably bo 
lower than the estimated 
ones. 
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Mr. V. V. Giri : May I ask the Honourable Member, apart from the 
assembling of parts of locomotives, wheihei* there is auy real manufac¬ 
ture of locomotives in Ajmer Workshops 

Mr. P. E. Rau : I think the position was fully explained by the 
Honourable the liailway Member the other da\. What the Ajmer 
Worksho])s do, to the best ot* iiiy kn(»wledge, is to purchase a certain 
amount of fittings and parts. They do not, f believe, manufaeturc all 
the parts of the loconiotivt‘s Ihemselves. 

Mr. V. V. Giri : Can the lloiiourabb^ Member give us information 
as to v/hat pats are manufactured in Ajmer Workshops or at least can 
he give us that information at a future dale ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : J sliould have notice of that (piestion, Sir. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilin^am Chettiar ; What |)ereenlag(» of parts are 
manufaetiu'ed in Ajmer Workshops and what percentage of i>arts are 
imported ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : 1 should like to have notice of tiiat (piestiou. Sir. 

Saloons and iNSPErnoN Carriages on each Railway. 

^Mr. V. V. Giri ; (a) Will Government be pleased to s tate the 
number of saloons that were utilised, without ordering for new ones, by 
pooMiic* t>ie existing stock on different Railways ¥ 

(/;j What is the present number of saloons and inspection carriages 
on each Railway ? 

(c) Is it a fact that nearly 40 per cent, of the officers have saloons 
l)rovide(l for them and if not, what is the actual percentage ¥ 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state the annual costs of repair 
and maintenance incurred on saloons on each Railway since 1931 ¥ 

Mr. P. R. Rau ;.(</) and (6). The latest informafion available is 
in the statement placed before the Standing Finance Committee for 
Railways in June, 1934, and contained in the Proceedings of their 
Meeting, Volume XI, No. 2. The extent to which pooling has been re¬ 
sorted to is shown in that statement. 

(r) The percentage differs on different railways. The percentage 
for each railway will be found in the statement I have referred to. 

(dO I regret that the infonnation is not available as accounts for 
reserved inspection carriages are not kept separately. 

Renewal of Wagons on Indian Railways. 

363. *Mr. V. V. Giri : Will Government be pleaded to state whether 
it is a fact that the Indian Railway Conference Association have pressed 
for renewal of nearly 21,900 wagons on Indian Railways ¥ If so, will 
Government be pleased to state the data on which the Association came 
to the above conclusion ¥ 

Mr. P. R. Ran : The Operating Committee of the Indian Railway 
Conference Association expressed the opinion that at present 21,923 
wagons are uneconomical to run and has recommended that they should 
be re-conditioned or replaced during the three years commencing 1936-37. 
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'Die opinion of the Committee is based on a consideration of the ages 
• d’ the wagons, the co.st of a periodical overhaul for certain types 
compared with the average coat and their unsuitability to conform with 
and to stand up to niodern trafiic conditions. 

Mr. V. V. Giri : Have they submitted any report ? 

Mr. P. R. .Ran : I think. Sir. they hjive sent a letter to the Goverii- 
ineiit ot* India, on tJie potnt. 

Mr. V. V. Giri : Will that letter bo plaeed before the Railway 
Stanoino: Finance Committee for consideration ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : No, wlien proposals are placed before the Slaudln^ 
Fin.iiiee Conmiilicc for re-conditioiiiiig or piirchasiiif? waj^ons. the in- 
!‘on<'alinn e«»ntalne(l tliere will be available to them. 

KnqUJRY into the CONIXJCT OF AN ImfERIAL SERVICE OFFICER. 

064. "Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali : Will Government please state 
iiow many oflieers of the Imperial Seiwioe have been tried mulor Act 
XXXVIT ot* ISdO, and how many of them were tried by one (‘ommis* 
sioner and liow many by two or more f 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : 1 would refer the Honourable 
Member to the answer jTiven to Sardar Manual Siuijjh’s starred question 
No. m. 

Presses and Newspapers punished in connection with Articles on 

THE Silver Jubilee Fund or the Quetta Earthquake REfitEP. 

3(iO. ^Pandit Sri Krishna Dutta Paliwal ; Will Government be 
pleased to state the names of the presses and papers whose securities have 
been confiscated, or from whom securities have been demanded under the 
Press Act, in connection with the articles on the Silver Jubilee Fund or 
the Quetta earthquake relief, together with the amount of securities 
demanded or confiscated from each ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik :.l lay on the table a statement 
whieli givf s the information desired. 


‘^tntem nl i^hov.'intj action laJcva a'jainf,! tu iL\ijioperf< anil prc'iffts under thf Indian Prcsfi {Em^er- 
gency Powers) Act, 1931 for Publiratiun of articles on the Silver Jubilee Fund and the Qudtft 
Earthquake Relief. 


Serial 

No. 

1 

Nanu* of n<n\T.])apcr or Prons 

Amount 
of sei'urit\ 
demanded. 

1 

I Amount 
of Berurity 

1 forfeited. 

1 

Kemarkfi. 



i 

, Ks. 

1 Rh. 


1 

‘Bandemataram, Calcutta 

! .500 

i ■■ 

i 

For publication of an article 
on the Silver Jubilee cele* 
brations. 

2 

Santi Press, Calcutta .. j 

500 

1 

Ditto. 
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Serial 

No. 

Name of newspaper of Press. 

1 

Amount | Amount ; 
of security of security 
demanded. | forfeited. 

I 

1 ^ ! 

Remarks. 


i 

1 

1 

HD. 1 

j 

Hs. ! 


3 

Kistna Fatriku, Masulipatam .. 

1 

2,000 ! 

i 

1 

i 

For publieatioii ot au article 
or articles on the (Quetta 
Fartbipiake Keliof. 

4 

Triliiigai Madras .. 

1.500 1 

1 

• * 1 

Diiti.. 

3 

Uhinaiiitini, Mudru:^ . ; 

2,000 1 



0 

j 

Prabhat, Mangaloiv .. 

2,000 

1 


l)itLu 

7 

Mangalore Press, Mangalore .. j 

2.000 . 


Ditto. 

S 

Indian IC-\pn\ss Press, ]VIa<lra.N 

2,000 


Ditto. 

0 

Free IVess .foil nial, Horn hay . . 


10,000 

Ditto. 

10 

Free Press Bulletin Pi ess, ■ 
Bomba} 


10,(M> * 

Ditto. 

11 

Khilafat l)ail> (or Hoxnama- 
e-Khilafat), Bomba V .. ' 

i 

l,5(M) i 


Ditt<* 

V2 

Khilafat Ph Bomba} .. ^ 

1,500 j 

i 

Ditto. 

13 

BomI>ay Standard. Bombay . ' 


J.OOO 

Ditto. 

14 

I 

Sun Printing I'ress, Bombay .. j 

1.000 ■ 


Ditto. 

15 

Siyasnt H}derabnd (Sind) .. ^ 

' l.(H>0 i 

1 

Ditto. 

10 

Chandan Fleetrie Printing | 

Press, Hyderabad (iSilid) .. | 

1 1 

1,000 

■ ‘ 1 

Ditto. 

17 

Khadim Quadim, Cakaitta 

500 


idtto. 

18 

Kamaii Press, (''aleutta .. ' 

1 500 

'1 

Ditto. 

1 

19 

Medina. Bijnor 

i 

1,000 1 

i 

1 

Ditto. 


Vikas, iSaharanpur 

I 1,000 

.. 

Ditto. 

2\ 

Shujaatf Laliore 

j 1,000 


j Ditto. 

1 

22 

Hindustan Press. Laliore 

1,000 


i Ditto. 

23 

Tej, Delhi .. 


1,000 

1 Ditto. 

24 

Qaumi (.la/.ette, Delhi 

1 

j 

! 1,000 


^ Ditto. 

26 

1 Arjun, Delhi 

1 

1 

2,000 

Ditto. 


Pandit Sri Krishna Dntta Paliwal : Will Governmeut be pleased to 
lay on the table copies of the offending articles? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : 1 think we have got them all, 
at any rate T am quite prepared to lay such as we have. 
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Non-Appointment of an Indian as President of the Tariff Board. 

360. ’'•Papdit Sri Krishna Dutta Paliwal : Will Oovernmei\t please 
state the reason or reasons for not appointing an Indian as President of 
tlie Tariff Board in i)laee of Mr. Wiles V 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Mr. Pazal Ibraliim 
Rahinitoola was appointed President of the Tariff Board in place of 
Mr. Wiles, and the question, therefore, does not arise. 

Members of the Income-tax Enquiry Committee. 

367. ^‘Pandit Sri Krishna Dutta Paliwal : (a) Will Government be 
pleased to state the names of the membei’s of the Income-tax Inquiry 
t/ominittee V 

16 ) IIow many of them are Indians T 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : 1 would i-efer tiu* llononra])!^ 
Member to the reply to questi<»n No. 3.1 asked by Sardar ISaiiT Singh. 
The enquiry will be conducted by two exports from the Rritisli lidand 
I'e'Piiiu* ;n.d oiH‘ Fn-liaii nnonber of th(» Indian Ineome-tax Department. 

Prohibitive Du rv on ('love Imports and Protection against Indefinite 
Moratoriums demanded by Indians in Zanzibar. 

36S. Pandit Sri Krishna Dutta Paliwal : Are OoviwniiKMit a>\'^are 
thac Indians in Zanzibar at a mass meeting on Ihe 16th June, 19.35. 
demanded prohiliitive duty on clove imports and protection against 
indefinite rnoratoriiiiiis 1 If so, what steps, if any, have Government taken, 
or propose iu lake, to see that these demands are fulfilled ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : The answer to the first part of the 
(piestion is in (lie afiii’uiative. As regards the second part I would refer 
the Ifoiioiirahle Member to tlie answers 1 have already given during 
this »Sessiiin to the numerous questions about Indian grievances in 
Zanzibar, 

Consignments of Goods for Indian Import through Empire Shipping. 

369. *Pandit Sri Krishna Dutta Paliwal : (a) 1^ it a fact that 
Governmeni issued a circular letter to all the Local Governments, asking 
to suggest to the major municipalities of their provinces that ex¬ 
porters should be directed to consign goods for Indian import througli 
Empire shipping ? 

(h) Will (iovernment be pleased to lay a coy»y of the circular on 
the table of this House ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) Yes. 

(6) A copy of the letter is laid on the table. 

From II. S. MAiifK, Esquirk, I.O.S., Deputy Secretary to the Government of India. 

Department op Commerce, to ale Loom* Governments and Administrations. 

No. .^.I-M.T.i.34, n\T]':D New Delhi, the 22nd March, 

»SuB.iECT Utih'sation of British Shipping for the carruige of cargo to aiul from the 
countries of the British Commonwealth. 

I mil directed to refer to the letter, which was forwarded with tho letter frortt 
the Government of India, Home Department, No. F. .^.'ilSH-Ests., dated the 23rfl March, 
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193d, r(*((uesting officers eutitled to Leo Ooncessiou pussages to tiHVol by Empire 
Ships. It was pointed out in that letter that the promotion and development of 
Imperial trade are dependent to a large extent upon the maintenance of the shipping 
of the Jlritish Empire and that this Shipping is at present meeting with severe and 
>ine(inal competition from State-aided foreign lines. 

i am to say that, in order to secure the growth and niaiiiteniiiici' of iiiipeiial 
Shipping winch is an interest of the whole Empire, it has now been suggested that 
puolic or semi-public organisations concerned with the shipment of produce or the 
importation of goods from overseas should give the fullest possible employment to 
Empire ships. I am accordingly to request that, if there is no objection, Port Trusts. 

the control of the (Toveriiiiient of 

important municipalities and otlu*r local bodies under - —vour cmitnd 

Bengal ijuiv be addn*ssed in the niattei. 
etc., 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Why did they do that / 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; A eop\ has been 
laid on tlio table, because it has been asked i'or. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Surely my llotiourable friend imist lake it n 
little inori' serujasiy. 1 air askin^r why lids riovernnient issued this 
cirenlar letter. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zairullah Khan : I hej' your 
])j rdon. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : f t]ioug:hl it w«s very obvious 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : It was act so. 

If d were so, t would liave replied lo ll\e question certainly. The 
letter was issued in order to encourage l*hii[)i)*e s'/ipping ns agaiusl 
noti-Einpire shipping. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is the proportion oi* hidian sliqiping in 
Empire ship])ing ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : 'Die cpiesl ion does 
not arise out of niy reply. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti i Ves, it does. I am asking what is the benefit 
to this country by a.sking Local GovernmeTits to sugge.st to their major 
munieipalities that exporters should be directed to consign goods for 
Tnd\Mi ir.'i]>ort through Einjure shipping. [ waul lo know what is the 
benefit to this country. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : As I have already 
said, the (jnestion does not ari.se out of my roplv. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : It is for you. Sir. to rule. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Raldm) : Tin* Honour¬ 
able Member had hotter put down another tpiestion. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : That will be Delhi Ses.sio!], Sir. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : Is that a suggestion or an 
order. Sir ^ 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : It is not an 
order. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Was this Government asked by the British 
Government to issue this communique, or was it a spontaneous aet of 
Empire loyalty ? 



LEG1SLATIV£ ASSEMBLY. 


[13th Sep. 1936^ 


932 


The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : If my Honour¬ 
able friend will put down a question on the subject, I will ascertain and 
give a reply. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : I shall put down a short notice question, and 
1 hope the Honourable Member will be able to prive me a reply. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I will not accept 
short notice. It is not a matter of urgency. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Then, I ask for a definite ruling from you, Sir. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : If the Honour¬ 
able Member is not pre})ared to accept short notice, what can the Chan- 
do ? 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : I am asUing for a ruling. Sir. My question i.s 
this, did (jloveniMieiif issue the eircular out of tlieir own spontaneous 
loyalty, or was ihere any suggestion, direct uv iu'dirtet, b\ the Hrdish 
Government lo tie* Govi-nimer;! oT India 'fliis supjdeinentary ques- 
lioii arises out of part (a) of the original questicui. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : My rtqily is tliat 
J re(iuir<* noliee of that question. 

Externku or Exiled Persons not allowed to return to India. 

370. ^-Pandit Sri Krishna Dutta Paliwal : {a) Will (^vern)nent be 
pleased lo state the names of the persons who have been externed or 
exiled from India, as also of those who are not allowed to return to their 
motherh‘ind 1 

(h) Do Government propose to allow them to return to their country f 
If so, wi’.en ? If not, why not 1 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (a) and (/»)• There are only two 
Dritisli Indian subjects who have applied for and been refused facilities 
to return to India during the past ten years. One is Sailendra Nath 
Ghose with whose case I dealt very fully in the replies given in this 
House on the loth August, 1934. and Ist April last to Messrs. Mitra\s 
and Satyamurtiquestions Nos. 622 and 1287, respectively, and the 
supplementary questions thereon. I have nothing further to add to 
what was stated by me on those occasions. The second is Benoy Roy 
(Miaudhri wlio Avas released from detention under Regulation III of 
1818 and allowed to go to Europe for medical treatment on the under¬ 
standing that if he returned to India without permission he would again 
become liable to detention under the Regulation. 

Pandit Sri Krishna Dlitta Paliwal : May 1 know what are the 
oftence or olTence.s for which these people have been externed ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : There is no question of an 
ofl’eiice. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar : Then why were they refused 
permission ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I have explained that in the 
ease of Sailendra Nath Ghose at considerable length. As regards the 
other person, Benoy Roy Chaudhnri, he has not been allowetl to return 
to India, because his presence in this countr}’ would be a source of 
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clangor to the public peace, but, as a matter of fact, his case is at the 
moment undc^r consideration. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Did Mr. Siibliasli Chandra Bose apply for 
fieriuissioii to rclurn to India ? 

The Honourable Sir Kenry Craik : No. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : lie has not applied V 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik ; No. 

Mr. M. j^saf Ali : is ho ii-ec to (*oin** b-iclc ’ 

The nonouraUe Sir Henry Craik : Tluii do(*s not arise ? 

Mr. M, Asaf Ali : The ciuosiion wa.s : Wj[l (jovorinnent be pleased 
to slat*' l >.; jinjiu’s oT tlu* persons \vlie have bae.i exieni» <l or exil*‘d. 
from Indiii, as also of those wiio are noi alio w'd U) leiurn to llie r 
moi lu-riijiul. Am! my supplcinc'inary qiicMiou i->, wiielher Mr. Subliash 
('’liandra i.s Tree lo conn' l/aeh lo li «'* 'll *•: , i‘-( . ou‘ of, ‘‘ ; - 

also of lliose who are not allowed to return to their molherlainl 

The IIcnour.'ibi‘j 3!r Zr.M. * h'l-e (j.u'.r-u;i in*- tv, su^iv 

the names of the persons who have been cxnrned or exiled fj*om India. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ah : the latter portion, “ as also of those wlnt 

are Jioi al]<)W(‘(l |o retinh io their motherland. ’ My (piestion is, is Mr. 
8nhhas]! rhamlra Ifose I'jmm* 1o retir • l(» India ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Sw far a- I know. 

iVir. I\L Asi"f Aii : iNla.s I knot/ v/i'niher Mr. Ilard\al and Bavendra 
Nath (’i!idto])a(lhN aya are free to coine hack 1o India 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : So far as I am aware. Mr. 
llardyal is free to come back to India. I have no information that lie 
is not. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : lie is free to come back ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Of course, if In* takes the con¬ 
sequences. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : What about Mr. Barendra Nath Chattopadhyaya V 

Members on the Congress Nationalist Benches : We cannot hoar 
anything on this side. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : Ts Mr. Barendra Nath Chattopadhyaya free to 
come hack t<^ India—Mr. Sarojini Naidu’s brotlier ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Ho fnr as T know, he is hut the 
Honourable Member had better put down a question. 

Dr. Khan Sahib : Is Kazi Abdul Wali free to return to this 

country ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : The Honourable Member had 
better put down a question. I have not got his name here, but I 
imagine he is free. In any case, the Honourable Member had better 
put down a question. 

Pandit Sri Krishna Dutta Paliwal : What about Raja Mahendra 
Pratap T 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I have explained in answer to 

a previous question. He is not a British Indian subject to the best of 

my belief. 

Ii209LAD .. c 
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Racial Discrimination in the East Indian Railway Hospital at 

Tundla. 

;i71. Pandit Sri Krishna Dutta Paliwal : Is it a Liat that 

in til? E:i'-t Indian Railway Hospital at Tundla, European and Anglo- 
Indian nurses attend to the Indian patients only in spcciiie cases, when the 
District Medical Officer considers it necessary f If so, will Government 
bo pleased to state the reason or reasons for this racial discriininalion t 

(t) Is it also a fact that Indians are not allowed to use the swimming 
bath at Tundla ? If so, why ? Do Government propose to remove tJiis 
racial discrimination 1 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) Government are informed tliat this is not the 
ease and that there is no racial discrimiiialHUi in the matter of nursing 
in the medical (l(*partmeiit of the East Indian Railway. 

(&) Government understand that the sAvimming balli at Tundla 
is run hy tiu* Euporean Institute Swimming Chit), whose meiiihers ])ay 
subserlj)ti‘)ns I'rom wliieh ti»e evpensCr. of water, eleetrit* eurreut, etc., 
are met, and that n<» demand lias so far bt'en made by tlie Indian com¬ 
munity for a swimming bath. 

JVir. ?i. H. M. Bower : In v»ew (»r the obvious inh'rence from 
part (a) of tin* cjiiestiou tiiat Indian patients prefiu* to be attended to 
hy .iiid I'plo-lndian will (io.vernnionf se<' that tlie 

propi-rtioii t'f European and Anglo-Indian nurses in hospitals is not 
ieduced ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : \ do not think that arises out of tliis (|uestion. 

BIr. S. Satyamurti : With reference to the answer to part (/>) of 
the question, does tlie Railway Authority make any contribution to 
this institution ’ 

Mr. P. R. Rau : T think the SAvimming bath Avas probably built at 
the expense of the raiUvay, but the maintenance is by the European 
Institute. 

Mr. T, S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : Is it cntiridy maintaini'd by the 
European Institute ! 

Mr. P. P. Pau : T understand tJuil tlie members pay subscription 
fnmi whic!i the expenses of Avater, electric current, etc., are met. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: Does the Raihvay Authority contribute any 
portion of the expense of maintaining this bath ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : 1 must have notice of that question. They say that 
the expenses of water, electric current, etc., are met by the subscriptions 
that the members pay. Rut there may be other items of expenditure 
on maintenance which I am not sure of. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will the Honourable Member make an enquiry 
and find out whether there is any racial discrimination practised, and, 
if so, will he see that it is removed 1 

Mr. P. R. Rau : I am sure that if the Indian members of tlie staff 
form a dub and are prepared to pay for the cxpen.sos of water, electric 
current, etc., the administration Avonld bo prepared to allot to them 
certain time in which they can use the bath. 
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Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : Supposing the members of the 
Indian comirmnity wlio wajit tliat are few, will the benefit of this Club 
be denied to them on racial grounds ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : That is a hypothetical rpiostion. 


AlOTION KOli AIUOl'RNMKNT. 

Government Circular pRoniBiriNo the Congress Assembly Party 

(’OAIIMITTKF TO ENQUIRE INTO AND REPORT UPON THE ADMINISTRATION 

OP THE Repressive Laws in Bengal. 

Mr. President (Tiie Ilonoiirahle Sir Abdrn* dahim) : Order, order. 

12 JNoon ^ received notice from Mi. Paliwal that he 

proposes to ask for leavt' to move a motion for the 
adjournment of the hiisiness of the irous«‘ today for the purpose of 
discussing a definite matter of urgent pnhlie importance, namely, the 
issuing of a eireiilar by the Govermnent of India prohibiting the work 
of the Committee appointed by tl)e Congress Assembly Party to enquire 
into and report upon the admiidstratio'n of the repressive laws in 
Bengal. I should Idee to know from the Honourable Member how he 
thinks his motion is in ordtT. A number of rpiestions have been asked 
in this House on this subject already. 

Pandit Sri Krishna Dutta Paliwal (Agra Division : Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural) : The <|uestions did not lead to any discussion. We 
iindei'stood only yesterday in reply to certain questions that a circular 
has been issued by the Ooveriiraent. 

Mr. President (The Ilonoumble Sir Abdur Rahim) : Does this 
matter refer to Mr. Mohan Lai Sakseiia’s visit to Bengal ? 

Pandit Sri Krishna Dutta Paliwal : Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena has 
received an answer from the Home Member that the circular is a con¬ 
fidential one and Government are not prepared to disclose it in the 
public interest. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik (Home Member) : J do not admit 
that there was a circular. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Do you deny it ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Why should T deny it 1 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Does your 
motion refer to Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena ^s visit and to the prohibition 
to make this inquiry ? 

Pandit Sri Krishna Dutta Paliwal : The point is that a circular has 
been issued by the Government of India to all the Local Governments pro¬ 
hibiting the inquiry which the Congress Party was conducting and 
putting impedimenta in the way of that inquiry. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : No such circular was issued. 

L209LAD c2 



ClRCULAli KEOARDING GOVERNOR GENERAL’S ADDRESS TO 
THE MEMBERS OE THE INDIAN LEGISLATURE. 

Bflr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Honourable 
Members are aware tlial His Excellency the Governor General will address 
Iho Members of the Indian IjCgislature on Monday, the 16th September, 
1935, at 11 o’clock in this Chamber. In connection with the said Address, 
the Secretary of the Legislative Assembly has issued Circular No. LXXII. 
dated the 21st August, 1935, informing Members about the dress which is 
to be worn on the occasion. He has also suggested therein that Honour¬ 
able Members should arrive at the (Miamber by a spccilicd time. Mr. Sri 
Prakasa has given notice oi a question asking under what authority such 
Circulars are issued by the Secretary and has also informed the Chair 
that There arc several otlier Honourable Members who are also interc'^ted 
in this mailer. Tlie (lueslion referred to is not admissible as it rel iTcs 
to a matter which is not primarily the concern of the Governor General 
ill Council, but 1 think it de«^irahle to make a stat*nneiit in tlie House to 
clarity the ])ositioii. 

Under sub-section (3) of section 63-B of the Government of India 
Act, the Governor General has the riglit of addressing the Legislative 
Assembly and may for that pur])Ose re<{uire the attendance of its Memliei;-^. 
Ill exorcise of tliis rigid, tlie Governor G(niej-al, by a wriUen order, ti\es 
the ])Iace, date and lime the-Address which is conininiiicated to Honour¬ 
able I\Iemi)ers by the Secretary of the Legislative A-sem])Iy. Under 
instruct ions from Ilis Excellency, the Military Secretary informs the 
Sec]’<'%aiy ol* tl;e Ax-,e]nMy as to tiie dress wliicli siiunld he worn by 
Ihuionrable i\b*m])e]*s on the occasion ol* the Address, and the So» rotary 
of Ihe As'-ombly eoiiimunicales these instrnclions lo Members tliroiigli a 
circular. Tlie Secretary in such causes merely acts as a inediiun betAvc^en 
the Governor Gemu'ai and Ihe Abmibers of tlie Assembly just as tlio Sce- 
relar;v oT (he <'oiiueil of Stale do('s as far as the (h)nucil of Stale is eon- 
rerr.cd. 1 may also pohit out that tlie Legislative Assembly DejiarTnuMit 
is included in the ])or1folio of the Gove?*nor General. 

Honourable ?deml)ers an* aware that the traflic outside Ihe AssemMy 
Building is regulated by the Police who are under the adniinistraiive con¬ 
trol of the Lo"al Goverjiiiii iit. With a view to avoiding congestion of 
traffic at the ihne of His Kxcelloncy’s arrival at Ihe Assembly l>ui!ding 
OJi thv- day of llie Address, the Police always issue s])eeial insi ructions to 
close aM avenues and approaches to the Puiilding before 11 A.^f. In order 
that the Ibmourable Members may not be put to any inconvenience on 
account of Police instructions regarding the regulation of traflic outside, 
the Secretary in his (fireodar suggests to them that they should arrive vt 
the tfiiamhcr by a particular time. 

I may iuform Honourable Members that the procedure of issuing 
sucli a Circular to Members of the Legislative Assembly is not a new one, 
but 1ms been followed since 1921 and no objection whatsoever has been 
taken before. 

THE CODE OP CIVIL PROCEDURE (AMENDMENT) BILL—contd. 
Amendment op Section 51. 

Mr. President (The- Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Assembly 
will now resume further consideration of the folTowing motion moved by 

( 9S6 ) 
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the Honourable Sir Henry Craik on Tuesday, the 3rd September, 1935, 
viz. : 

“ Thilt the Bill further to amend the Code of Civil Proeedure, 1!)()8, for certain 
purposes {Amendment of section 3J), be referred to a Select Oomiuittee consist jug of 
Mr. Sham Lai, Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kaziiii, Mr. M. Asaf Ali, Mr. M, 
Anaiithasavanam A\yaiigar, Mi. MnliaHiHiml Azliar All, Mr. M. CTlnasiiddin, vlr. Lal- 
chaud Navalrai, Mr. T. Chapmau-Mortimer, Captain Jtao Bahadur Chaiitliiri Lai 
Chaud, Mr. A. G. Clow, ISfr. J. M. Chatarji and the Mover, and that the number 
of members wJiose proseiico .shall be necessary* to constitute a meeting of the Committee 
shall be live."' 

Prof. N. O. Ranga (Guntur cum Nellore : Non-Muhauimadan Rural) : 
When this Bill was brought liefore this llou^e for circulation, I wanted 
the llonoinab'e the llonie Member to give me an assiiiaiiee that the 
pei'sants’ .•iS‘'Ocia1ion.s also, wherever they have enisled, should be circu¬ 
larised on this Bill, with a view to ascertain their I find from the 

papers that iiave been circulated in this House ami tlie ofiuiums that have 
been oblamcd by the Government of India Uiat not even one peasants’ 
assoeiarion ha.s been approached for ils opinion anywhere in this country. 
Sir, if tins Bdl is to benefit any one at all, it must be the industrial 
work’crs, agricultural workers and peasants mostly and I find that nc/t 
even the Trade rnien (^orgress has beeii .-^ounded for its opimoji and, of 
course, the iigri(5ulturHl workers Jiave not been approached at all for their 
opinion. We find here opinions of High Goiirt Judges and other Govern¬ 
ment offleialh, of (diambers of Commerce, big merchaiils, Nattukottai 
Clielliars and several others who are deejdy interesteil :n the uioneylending 
business or wliose relatives are themselves moneylenders. Naturally any 
Bill, Jiowover little it may affect adversely the interests of the moneylender, 
will he abnoxious to them and, therefore, it is no wonder that many of 
these opinions ar(» opposed to this harmless and even inadispmte Bill. 
Even in (‘as(\ where tlie Governors in (^/ouncil are in favour of this 
particular Bill. District Ala gist rales, Judges and several other officers arc 
found to be op])osed to this. High Court Judges, especially in the 
Tinjal), Bengal and the Hnit<»d Provinces have supi/Orted tJiis Bill and 
yot .-.ome judges have thought it fit to note their individual opinions 
against this lidl and several District Judges are found opposing this Bill. 
8ir, if this is the way in which opinion is canvassed in this country, for 
a Bill wliieh is expected to benefit peasants and workers industrial and 
agriculturah and other masses even to the slightest possible extent, then 
it would be impossible to find on record any opinion which will bo found 
to be in favour of a Bill like this. T, therefore, Sir, again submit for the 
coasideralioii of tliis House, as well as of the Government, that at least 
in future, whenever any such Bill is proposed to be circulated in this 
country, {iroper steps should be taken so that the people who will be 
materially benefited by a Bill like this should Uiomsolvcs be con¬ 
sulted and their opinion canvassed and their feelings ascertained, 
so that this House as well as the Government will be in a better position 
to judge liow the real public opinion in this country stands. Sir, 
I find that only a few District Judges and one Governor in Council and 
one acling Governor were in favour of the main principle that imprison¬ 
ment for debt should be abolished altogether. Yet one of them, tlie Director 
of Industries, Madras, maintains, that this question of imprisonment for 
debt cannot be taken up now seriously by legislators in view of the fact Ihat 
oi)inion in its favour or against it has not been proiierly canvassed in this 
country. If only this Bill had been placed and circulated amongst 
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])easaiits, then this Government as well as this House would have been 
overwhelmed with their deliiiite view in favour of the abolition of imprisou- 
ireiit for debts. Sir, with regard to this barbaric practice of handing 
over not only the property, not only the assets, movable and immovable 
blit aho 1h(' per:;c)Tis uf tlie luiforluiiate debtors to the creditors for what¬ 
ever tliey may like to do with those assets. 

Sir, I am reminded of the da^^s of Shylock when for every pound of 
gold I'oiind, that had remained uniiaid, a pouiul of flesh was demanded. 
Sir, if in tlie.se days a poiiiul of human flesh is not demanded, at lea^^t a 
more valuable asset, the living flesh, is being demanded by our money¬ 
lenders in this country in satisfaction of the monies owing to them. Sir, 
when money is lent to anjdiody, we expect the moneylender to do so not 
because he lias the vicarious right of putting this par ticular man in jail 
but because he has a faith in the property owned by that debtor, movable 
and immovable and also in the credit possessed by that man. It is quite 
true that credit in any country will become impossible if the creditors can 
have nr fairli in the honesty and straightforwardness of the debtors. But, 
at the same time, it is not fair to expect debtors to be constantly afraid of 
tliis partienlar contingency that some day they may fail in their business 
owing lo some auforeseen circumstances like the earihquake or a cyclone or 
some economic depression, when their assets may shrink surldenly, and they 
may then find themselves in a helpless and hopeless ccmli^^on and unable to 
pay tliojr debts and, therefore, they have to stand this risk, this inhuuiau 
risk of being put in jail for no fault of their own. Sir, it is not fair to 
subject the debtors of this country in their millions to this terrible and 
inhuman risk. It would not have mattered if only this risk had veniaincd 
there unused and disused, but unfortunately it has been so badly used and 
taken advantage of by moneylenders ajid so very badly and inbnmaiily 
pcrjiiilled by the judges that millions of the ])Oor pcoi)le are placed in this 
unhappy position. 

Sir, \\Q were charged during the cmirse of the last few days’ debate 
in one breath of not having any faith in oar judges and in another breath 
of having a faith in cur judges. Vet while our judges seem to me, some¬ 
times, especially in criniinal matter.s, to bo a little more favoiirahle to us 
than the executive, tlie judges in civil afl'airs seem to be. Sir, with due 
respect for your profession, seem to he very much on tlie side of the 
money(*d classes, very much on the side of the pow’orful and tlie inflneulial 
and the privileged classes, very much on the side of the moneylenders. 
It is very difficult, Sir, anywdiere in tin’s country, to find many district 
Miinsif.' or judges w'ho really can b(* said even to he impartial as hetwM^en 
creditors and delitors. Invariably it has been found in our evperi('nee, 
namely, that of the peasants, that judges have w^eighted the scales 
against the debtors, against the poor, against the peasant, against the 
worker, and it is not an unfair criticism, it is not an unfair statement of 
the conduct of the Courts for me to have to state, on bel alf of the poor 
peasants and workers in this country, tliat the poor pcasimts and workers 
in thi« country have lost their faith in the Courts, at any rate in the civil 
Courts of this country,—not beca,use the peasants and workers are 
dishonest, not because the peasants and workers are not anxious to liave 
justice, not because the peasants and workers themselves arc not wdlling 
to he on the side of justice, but because justice has not been 
doled out by the so-called suppliers of justice, the Courts, to 
the poor peasants and the workers of this country. If in any 
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other coiinuy they had been faced with an ci'niiomic dcprobsion 
ha^f ;j« jserious, lialf ay bad an we have been laced with, Ine peu'^aiiis lucre 
would cerlainly iiave reeeived very mucn belter and more iCiiicnt Lreat- 
iiietiL ilia 11 they ii.ive been pel nulled to receive i'lom the hand-; of our 
Coiirty and Judges in tliiy country. Sir, in tliousands arid thousands of cases 
the iiioiieyienders have allowed themselves to be panicky and to be 
harassed by bigger money lenders and have rushed down upon the [loor 
peasants and workers with their demands for the liquidation of llieir 
debts. Sir, wliat lias happened in the iniiuiiierabhi villages we liave, in 
the last live years, is not very dissimilar to a run on a hank that we come 
across now and Iheii in llie w’Csleru countries, and yet what have tliose 
western Governments done, Sir, on siirh cceasions ? In (jernicuiy, when 
there W'as a similar run on the Iteichshaiik, the Government of tlie day 
issued a decree that the bank should elO'ic its doors and any creditor who 
insisted upon the payment of his total depijsits was liable to be put in jail 
for a cer tain period. Again, Sir, in America Ihcie was a similar run and 
a disastrous run on banks in 1929 and 19.‘50, and similar and equally 
momentous .‘-tops were taken liy Government there to proleet t]n*ir banks 
and also to protect the depositors from committing economic .suicide. Hut 
here in this country wc have found onr Government doing nothing at all, 
wc Iiave foiiml onr Government napping avo have found our Government 
sna;q)ing tlieir lingers at anybody wdio dareil to mention any idea. We 
have found our Government talking evtni of muddie'iieadodne.ss avIiou any¬ 
one liad tlie courage or good sense to bring forward, for the (onsideratioii 
of this Government, any idea of economic planning or economic recon- 
Rtniction,— wdiicli is Hic vogue of the day everywdievc else in th(» Avorld. 
At least, tlianks to the experieuee that our Home ^leinber b.a.s bad in th it 
agrarian ])rovinco of the Pnnjal), W’o are faced now todaj with Mds very 
inaihviuate Rill. It does not go far enough at all. Tt does ii-^t touch even 
the fringe of the problem and it still keeps that obnoxious provision that 
a mail may still be put itito jail for not having been able to pav Jiis debts. 
It still keeps that provi.'ion according to Avliieh, in the ofiinion of tlie 
Courts, a Tn?in may bo put into jail for very flim.sy and very trivial 
rea.sons. A man may not be able to find money in Ids own house, in his 
OAvn village or in hi»s neighbourhood and lie may bp thinking of going to 
some other village in his neighbourhood and bringing some money in 
order to pay off his debt. And yet, if hv any chance, he goes beyond the 
particular geograpldonl limit prescribed by the Court for its own juris¬ 
diction, he is liable to be hauled up and put into jail. Tf it is found That 
after a’due inquiry has been held by the Court the man has been unable 
to pay tlio decretal sum wn'tbin the ten days tliat are yircseribed here, it 
would 1)0 impossible for liim to escape from the clutches of tlm inilor and 
of the civil debtors’ jail. And yet mv TTouourahlo friend, Mr. Clow, 
lookcfl a bit sur])rised Avhon 1 said that this Bill does not even touch the 
fidnge of the problem. 

Why is it that Government are really so very solicitous about the 
heeds of Ihe moneylenders ? Is it because the moneylenders, apart 
from being able to put their debtors into jail, are not abb* otheiuvise 
to recover Iheir sums ? Tf they are afraid that a man may try to 
alienate his properly, it is still open to them to anp!*o;[('l« lh^ (\)urt 
to give an injunction so that all movable properties as w^ell as Ihe 
standing crops could be attached. It would still be open to them to 
approach the Courts for attaching the immoA^able properties of the 
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debtors. Jt would still be open to them to see that any sale deeds that 
may be registered after the decree has been issued should be cancelled. 
If these provisions and if these safeguards are not eiiougii to enable 
the moneylenders to recover their debts, then, Sir, the proper solution 
is not that the judgment-debtors should be sent to jail but that money¬ 
lenders should cease lendijig any money at all. Among the opijjions 
circulated to us I find an opinion expressed by the Secretary of the 
Matiras J’rovincial ('o-operative Bank. This bank is the biggest money- 
Icmiei in ilie \\li(»ie of tiie .Madras Presi<lcney and even Uaja Sir 
Anainaiai Chettiar with all liis crores and with all his credit at th-'j 
Imperial iWinh and otlier banks cannot claim to compete with this 
(Voperatlve Bank. And what is il that the Secretary of this bank 
says in regard !o tliis particular Bill ? Tie says that it loc's not 
far enoiigli. Jle goes even further and says that It is really barbarous 
ill thcs<* tia\ . oi! l93o lo still keep on the Statute-bt)olv tin- wi*eLch«*d 
provision oi‘ nutting ci\il debtors into jail. He maintains Mial th_Te 


is no tear at all tint, ‘f this particular provision ware to be I’emoved, 
the debtors iviil not re-pay ibeir debts and tiie i-nulitors \vdn not be 
iiliic Id reeov’cr iiu'lr dci>ls beeaii^e, lie says with great authority that 
nearly 70 erores of rupees is being borrowed every yiuir for sliort Im-m 
needs by peasants and is regularly re-paid. Tf Goveninum want any 
other facts, they are themselves in possession of some remarkwable facts. 
Ij< I tlu'ia look into the statistics they have got in regard to the operation 
of the Agricultural Land Improvement Loans Act. Then they will 
he al)le to satisfy themselve^s that agriculturists liave not been found 
wanting in their willingness to pay. They have always paid their 
<iebts to the fullest possible extent if their resources have permitted 
them to do so. Now, Sir, what is it that has happened during the 
last four or five years ? Even the Imperial Bank has been able to 
recover a large portion of its own investmenks amongst tlic agricultural 
classes simply because it had more sense and more wisdom to grant 
sufficient. tiiTies wherever it was needed for its debtors to re-pay their 
debts. But, unfortunately, our moneylenders have not been in all 


cases actuated by merely commercial or financial motives. In many 
cases they liavc b(‘en actuated by personal motives of malice, of envy 
and of jealously. They have for a long time been coveting the lands 
of the agriculturists and, except in the Punjab, they havi 3 not been 
controlled ir. their powers for acquiring the land of their jieasajits. 
They have been anxious to become landhoWcrs so that they may raise 
their social slatus in this country of peasant proprietors. And they 
have found iheir best chance in the economic depression. Once they 
found lhat their debtors were not in a position lo pay, they jumped 
on them, began to harass them and succeeded in their ambition of 
obtaining as much land as possible for their own use and thus depriving 
the poor peasants of their lands which they had inherited from their 
forefathers, which are their only assets and which they have come to 
love. Some timely steps were needed at that time to protect theso 
peasants from these moneylenders and from their ravages. And vet the 
Goveruraent of India as well as the Provincial Governments have kept 
themselves mum. They, however, called an Economic Conference in 
order to throw off this responsibility of having to deal with the agrarian 
problems and especially the financial side of them on to the shoulders 
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of the provinces, so that the Central Government may not be harassed 
either by the Legislative Assembly or by any incouvenieiit public 
opinion. And what is it that the Provincial Governments have done f 
III the Punjab, I admit, something has been attempted to lie done and 
they have jiassed certain laws which, if properly executed, might be 
able to relieve a portion of the agrarian distress. In the iriiifctl Pro¬ 
vinces as Well as in the Central Provinces some action has hem taken. 
In is'g.ird lo the other iirovinces. how'*ver. we have had -lO lar oidy 
a talk of imroducing some Bills, ordering some invesiigarioiis and 
atleinjiting lo do something to alleviate the distress of th.; ]icasants. 
Nothing more has been done and nothing more is likely to ho done. 
In a!! the.se provinces we find that the moneylenders and all those who 
are (le|)eiulent on them for their inllnenee and lor their return to the 
L.'gislal tires arc supremely powerftil in the Tiogislatures and are not 
likely to allotv anj' legislation, affecting adversely their ’.ulcn's'is and 
favouring the interests of the peasanl.s, to be passed or to he atiproved. 
Kveu it sonic legislation had been passed as is the case in the Central 
Provinces and the United Provinces. Conciliation Boards had to be 
o.stabli'-h.'‘d and if is lelt to tise dcri.iion of i!n- ProviMi'i:il Governnieiit 
whether timely action should be taken or not in appointing these 
Goneil’ation Boards. In the Central Provinces Iho Govcrnmi'iir h.ave 
complained that they have not got sufficient money to appoint as many 
Boards as are needed. The peasants have been hard put to it to march 
oil the Government House in order to ask for the constitution of those 
Conciliation Boards. These Conciliation Boards are not expected to 
simply eaiH el all the debts owing lo the moneylenders by agrl'Millnrists. 
The Coneiliation Boards are only expected to bring the iwo jiurties, 
the debtors and the creditors together and to bring about some .^ort 
of eonniromisc bct>veen them so that the debtors nilglil not be com¬ 
pletely ruined. Even for such a laudable purpose the Govcriiinciu of 
the Central Provinces will not find money and the (’cntral Provinces 
Government have had to ask the permission of the Government of India 
to devote some monoy out of the grant of one crore placed bv the 
Government of India at the disposal of the Provincial Govermnen'ts for 
the development of rural interests and the Central Provinces Government 
wanted to appoint four more Conciliation Boards out of this urant. 
At this rate, how many more years \,ili it lake in that Province for the 
peasants to gain even this little help and assistance from that legisla¬ 
tion. If that is the state of affairs in a fairly advanced Province like 
the Central Provinces, and it is not very dissimilar in the United 
Provinces and the Pun,iab, then what are we to say of Ihe plight of 
the peasants in all other provinces especially in Madras. N'o wonder 
that the Madras Revenue Board has, for once in all its life and career, 
committed the sin of expressing certain liberal views in regard to the 
peasants and their economic needs. The Madras Revenue Board has 
had the hardihood of imposing an enhancement of land tax upon district 
after district and even now proposes to imimse another enhaneoiuont 
upon the Ounlnr District and it is carrying on resettlement operations 
in two other districts. Is this the time, Sir, Avhen definite and strong 
and even revolutionary measures ought to have been taken by the 
Government cf Madras as well as by other Provincial Governments, to 
relieve affricultural and economic distress, to think of imposing addi¬ 
tional burdens upon the shoulders of peaswits and workers f It is not 
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only the Madras Govcrninent, it is not only the Provincial Govern^ 
meats, but also the Central Government which has been the culprit in 
this regard. In the last twelve years, even wdlhin the last live years 
liow many erores of taxation have been imposed by the Central Oovevii- 
ment upon tJje slioiiiders of the peasants and workers i Their action 
is qiut( iijjeonseionable. They have done it and yet the Honourable 
the Finance Mcinl)er went the other day to Poinbay and waiiteJ to 
conciliate the monied elasscs, wanted to conciliate the industrial classes 
by < »)»‘i .‘lie anoilicr hope, .iiuUher promise, to fiillil wliicl^ of 

course, tliis Government never finds it very difficult althougli it would 
certainly not hesitate to disregard many more important and much 
need* d assurances and jdedges so far as the peasants are coneiu'iicd. 
The Honourable the Finance Member would go to Bombay and assure 
theiii that ii there were any surplus budget for the next year, he 
would take the earliest opportunity of utilising that surplus for the 
eaneeila<ion of tlie surcharge on income-tax. Ht would not Trunk of 
the additional burdens which he himself and his predecessors have 
imiiosed upon the shoulders of the peasants, but he would think fir.st 
of the moneylenders and the capitalists and the big industrialists who 
have been really growing fat, thanks to the Swadeshi movimcnl, lhanks 
to the. fJovernment of India and their anxiety to help onlv tlie rich 
and only the powerful and only the organised ; he would remove the 
tax burden from off their shoulders. 

I snhinit, Sir, that it is high time that this Government should 
try to do something for the peasants even at this late slage and (hey 
should try to incorpiorate the provisions of the Bill gi’’cn notice of by 
my llononrable friend, Mr. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar, and by my.sclf, 
and SCO that the poor agriculturists are ]>laced at least on the same 
footing as the salaried employees are pro])osed to be placid, as the 
industrial employees are proposed to be placed and that this obnoxious 
provision of putting yieople into jail is completely done away wiili and 
removed from the Statute-book. 

Sir, it has grieved me much to find that some TTonourable Meinl.ers, 
eveji on this side, got up, the other da,v and tried to opyiose an absobitidy 
inadiqnate Bill like this. Tf only T have been assured here oP the 
pres(o.ce of a snfficif,nt number of Members on behalf of rln* peasants 
and -workers and if only T had been sure of a sufficiently larjrc number 
of [)eople wlio are prepared to come here and speak in the nann? of the 
masses, 1 certainly would have opposed this inadequate measure. I 
would throw it away in proffrenee to another Bill wliich would eontain 
icore Ruitable provisions and which would contain provisions for the 
abolitii'.ri of the punishment of debtors by the way of senJiivr people 
to jail for inability to pay their debts. But most unfoet.TMudely iji 
this eoinitry, we have been obliged, thanks to the Government and its 
repressive T)('lley, to go to the masses not with an eeonomic progT.-imme, 
not with an economic mandate, but with a political prografume wlii' li 
naturally precludes me from having the authority to say to the Thmonr- 
able the TTmne Member that certainly the masses arc not prepared lo 
work a Rill like this and that they would like to have some other more 
suitable Rill. With these words, T support the moMon for reference 
of the Rib to the Select Committee. T hope the Tfononruble the TTome 
Sfember will try to go a little further and help the peasants in getting 
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tlieso two remedial amendments also incorporated into this. H 
does so, I can tell him that although he has tamed many a bad feiding 
from this side of the House, for all the things he has most iinEortunately 
been obliged to do here, in his capacity as the Home Member, cerlaiidy 
there would be some peasants here and there who will tliank Die man 
who fortuiiaDdy has had some experience of the troubles of the peasaniry 
in the riiiijab and who has come forward with some sort oL Dill to 
ameliorate Ihe condition of the peasants. 

Tile -\ssembly tlion adjourned for Lunch till a Quarter Past Tw^o of 
the Clock. 

The ^Vssenibly re-assembled after ijiincli at a Quarrer Past Two of 
the Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) in the 
Chair. 


STATEMENT OP BUSINESS* 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (ijeader of the House) : 
With 3 "()iir permission. Sir, I desire to make a statement rs to the 
proha 1 lie ^'')nr^e of (.he ernmont business in the we^'k betrinuing Monday, 
the Ibih Se])tember. You have already directed. Sir, that in that week 
the Asseinbiy shall sit for Government business on Monda 3 ^ the 161h, 
Wednesday, Die 18th, and Friday, th^ ‘20th. 

On jMojulay, the first business will be a motion for leave to introduce 
a Bill to remove certain doubts and to validate certain proceedings of 
tlio Ilinli (binrt of Jiidieaturc at Allahaliad. Thereafter, basiiies';, if 
not concluded today will be taken up in the order in which it stands on 
today\s list. Motions will then be made for taking into consideration 
and passing the following Bills : 

(1) The Central Provinces Courts (Sujiplementary) Bill, 

(2) The Provincial Small Cause Courts (Amendment) Bill, 

(3) The Indian Army (Amendment) Bill. 

(4) The Provincial Insolvency (Amendment) Bill, 

(oi 1'lie Indian Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill, 

(6) The Repealing and Amending Bill, and 

(7) The Factories (Amendment) Bill. 

Business not concluded on Monday will be taken on Wednesday 
in Die order in which it stands on Monday's list. On Frid.-iy, leave 

will be asked to introduce a Bill to provide for the creation of a fund 

for the promotion of the cultivation, manufacture and sale of Indian 
coffee. Thereafter, there will be a debate on the motion : 

“ TIuit the report of the Tribuiinl :ippoint<*(l t(» :ulvlse on the forinul.'iiion of u 

financial .settleiaoni between India and Burma in the event of separation be taken into 
consideration.'' 


THE CODE OP CIVHj PROCEDURE (AMENDMENT) BTLL--ronlf(l. 
Amendment op Section 51. 

Blr. N. V. Godgil (Bombay Central Division : Non-Muhammad«n 
Rural) : Sir. my Honourable friend Prof. Ranga, wants considerable 
relief for the agriculturists. T am bringing to the notice of the Honour- 
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able tlji‘ lioiue Member that in the Bombay Presidency there is a special 
enactment called the Deccan Agriculturists’ llelief Act. Under that Act 
agriculturists as defined in .section 2 are absolutely immune from arrest 
in execution of a mom\v decree. In the present Bill although it claims 
to apply TO all industrial labourers and agriculturists also, no absolute 
immunity from arrest has been ])rovided. I am making this suggestion 
to the Select Committee that is pro]X)sed to be constituted under this 
nioilim thar those j)ro\isi(m< whieli diuil with immunity fnmi arrest in 
the Deccan Agriculturists’ llelief Act may be taken into con¬ 
sideration, and that is the only jusiiticatiou for my intervening in this 
debate. There are other [)rovisioiis in the said Act which also provide 
that uo immo\able properly of an agriculliirist can be attached or sold 
ill exi'cidioii of deere<* uiil(\ss it has been spi'cifieally mortgaged. If the 
objeci of thi *3 IViIl, as [ uudei-stand it, is to give r<dief to agriculturists 
and io imlu^lrial labourers, I think those very healtliy |)ro\isions in 
that Act sliould inserted here as they have been found useful by 
experience extending over 50 j’^ears, for the said Act was passed in 1879. 
1 thiiiK that ex]»eriepce eiin he usefully utilised by the Select Committee 
and tlie rc«d o]).i(»ct of tin* Hill can bo further improved if those provisions 
are iiieoi’porated in the Hill at tlie Committee stage. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated Non-Ofifieial) : Sir, as T had already 
1a! eu part in the (lis('ussirn that took plaee in the Assembly during the 
last Session when the motion for eircnlatlon of this Bill was discussed, 
I shall not (hgain tlie House very long. Sir, the Hill before ilie House 
is a very im'd(*st, I should havt* said a very halting. Bill. It makes an 
inquiry oblignlory ui)on the Courts before they permit debtors being 
detaiiUMl in jail. Tt also prolniiits imf)risoiirnent for failure to repay the 
dolj{. in those eases where it is prov(Ml that the debtor has no means of 
rep.n ing his debt. Hut, Sir, the Hill p(»rmits imiwisonments for failure 
to repay a vlelit Avhere the Court feels that there is a likelihood of the 
debtor eseapnig fre.m the jurisdiction of the (kmrt, or where in the 
o])iuion of file Court tlie debtor has committed some fraud in order to 
avoi^l repayment of the dc'bt, or in those cases where in the o])inion 
of the Court tlie debtor has aciiuired property since he incurriMl the debt. 
Sir, r consider tliis Hill |o he halting because T feel that it is wrong that a 
man should at all he ])ut in jail for failure to repay his debt. Tt is a 
wrong thing for a man in Hie f^rst plaee to pledge his personal freedom 
in order to secun* a loan and It is also wrong for the State to help in 
the recovery of a del)- by restraining a man’s personal freedom. I also 
feel that when a man is imprisoned for failure to repay a debt we treat 
a civil wrong as a criminal ofTence. I hope, Sir, that when the Select 
Committee considers this Bill, it will widen the scope of the measure 
]»rop,osed by tlio Government of India. There are very few civilised 
countries at present in which ])eople are sent to jail for failure to repay 
their debts ; and 1 .should like the Qovernmeut of India to take up a 
bolder attitude and got rid -of what T may call this barbarous ]»ractice. 

Going through the opinions circulated among the Members, opinions 
ex])rr*ssed by Provincial Governments and various organisations, I think 
there is a good deal of support for the proposals of the Government of 
India. T was somewhat surprised to hear criticism of this Bill, not 
tbal it Avas inadequate, but that it would not achieve its object, from 
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a Mnrnber of the Congress Party. My Honourable friend, Mr. Sri 
Prakasa, Avho I am sorry is not present here, made some statements 
which J was unable to follow, lie said that he did not believe in any 
kind of ini])i*isonmcnl for any kind of wronj?. But ho said : So lon<? 
as you imprison people for crimii^al offenees you have no riftlit to re¬ 
move imprisonment as a punishment for indebtedness.’* I knoAv that 
my Honourable friend belongs to a fxroup of ]U‘ople who may be whole- 
hoi^f^ers, but I f(»el that 1 cannot accept his lop^ic. I am a"ainst all 
kinds of imprisomnemt as a penalty, but 1 shall be quite content, if 1 
cannot secure tlio wiping’ out of imprisonment as a penalty, to secure 
relief from ifunrisonnuMit even step by step. Then my Honourable 
friend. ^Tr. Sri Prakasa, said, that if you do not permit imprisonment 
for the failure io repay debt, you must at the same tiim* compid hanks 
or moneylenders ;o '/ive loans wliere loans iir-* neeess,ji\\. I am not 
ajrainst eoinpellmu hanks or moneyh‘nd<‘rs to ^^ive h)an>, ulore loans are 
nee^'ssaiv. As a icatter of fact, althou<rh not h^' law, hy convention a 
doi'tor is l)onnd to ofTrr his ser\iees to a patient where ho finds his 
services are necessary. So ther*» is absolutely notliinjr wronjr in com- 
pellinjjT a man who Ims mom» 3 ’ to »rive his money to any 0 )i(» who 
has the jrrealest need for it. At tlie same lime, if I cannot seeina^ a 
law coni|;eUin«r a moneylender to lend his money If) ihe man ’.vho inIs 
it, I an^ (piite iwepanal to bc: eonlent wilh haviicjr a law wliieli will 
prevent at leas! imprisonment for lie failure lo repay a dehl. A slt»p 
is enonuh for me. The Honourable Memixr and several })e()p!c wlio 
havf'. expr(*ssed their opinions on the l^ill have a fear thal if imiu’i-,nri. 
men! is .ud permitted for failure to repay field, it will he difiicult for 
]>#*opi(* v;ho Tieej] soiiU' h>a»is lo seeure those loans. I am piM'partsi to 
admit that there ace ot^^sisioiis u hen loans become fjulte neees-v,iiW ; 
and 1 am nreparfsl to nfimit also that if yon take away the easy n..u*ins 
of recoverini.r d(‘l)1s, it will not he so easy lo sc«’ure loans. At t!ie vaino 
time in India we exp(M*ience tlial man.v pcfiple take loans beeanse 

there are monevlenders who ar(‘ uillinL^ to offer loans or there ar»» 
moneylenders who will make liieir nioneylendin^r business attradivo. 
The Itoyal (kunmission which investijzated this problem came tf» the con- 
elnsion that if we take the advaiitajres and disadvantajres of restri.din,*? 
credit, on the whole tluwe is an advantage in reslrietinsr credit to the 
person who takes loans. 1, therefore, feel, that, on the whole the jioorer 
classes of the ])eoi)le will not suffer even tliongh their credit is restricted 
and even thoujrh they may sometimes find it diftienlt to j?et a loan 
Vvdu're a loan is absolnlely necessary. I fofd that when the Bill is con¬ 
sidered by the Select Committee the Select Committee will try to improve 
it in the direction 1 have sujjfgested. 

Mr. T, Cliaipniaiii-Mortiiiier (Bengal : European) : Sir, the intention 
of this Bill has been so clearly set out in the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons that I do not propose to detain the House for more than a very 
fe^v moments to explain why I am supporting the motion of the Honour¬ 
able the Home Member for reference of this Bill to a Select Committee. 
Even among the critics of the Bill there is general agreement as to 
its principles. We are all agreed that it would be a good thing to 
abolish imprisonment for debt, except in the case of a dishonest debtor : 
so that there is no real argument about the principle. If the Bill is 
passed I am quite sure that it will greatly help some day—^not at once 
but one day—^the problem of rural indebtedness ; because we all know" 
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how ^roat a hold Ihc moneylender has over the debtor nowadays when 
ho can always threaten him with imprisonment. 

’riiere are just a tVw small points that I should like to mention. 
First of all, it is \ery important that the Hill should contain, within 
it, a [n*ovision that it is for the debtor to show cause wliy he should not 
be imprisoned. That was one of the criticisms put up on the ori<?inal 
proj'osals of the (lo\ernmeid and we are all very ^lad to see that it 
has been imonporated in the Hill. The second j)oint is that a slight 
amendnuMit will probably be ne(!essary to make it more difficult for a 
debtor to evath* payment. At present, the debtor, if he wants to evade 
his ereditors, may assijjfn his profierty befoi’e he is actually broujjrht into 
('ourt at all. \W should like to see something in the Hill to make that 
impossi})le. Thirdly, there is the (piestion oL‘ the kind of man who, 
thoiejrh he does not "o out of the jurisdiction of the Court, still is evad- 
in«r th(* Court’s offii-ers, so that tiiey cannot serve a summons on him 
1o show cause why he should not be eominittod to prison. That it docs 
1101 iirnvidc for this is a w<‘akiiess of the Hill which I have no doubt 
the Sel(*(*t (h)mmittee will very adequately deal with. 

I.'istly, then* is the question of comim*reial debts. TJiere are many 
jH'oph* v*du) support llu* princdple of this Hill wdio are fcravely anxious 
about it on administraIiv(* <rronnds They feel that the fact that there is 
no jirovision in the |)resent Hill for the retention of the existing powers 
wlier<*hy jud'i:ment-debtors in eommereial transaetions can be committed 
to prison is a very irrave mistake. I am confident the Select Committee 
win deal very adequately with it. 

Tli(‘st*, Sir. are the only fioints that it is necessary to refer to now 
and 1 sirontrly snp])ort Ihc motion for reference of this Bill to a Select 
(’’onirnittee. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik (Home Member) : Sir, before you 
pul th«' motion, may 1, with your permission, move an amendment : 

“ That in the motion to refer to a Select Committee the Bill further to amend 
the Cofle of ("ivil Procedure, ]aOS, for certain purpoHp.s, the name of Air. J. A. AliJlij^an 
be substituted for that of Mr. Chapman-Mortimer '' f 

BIr. President (The Honourahlc Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question 
is : 

“ That iM tin* motion to refer to a Select Committee the Bill further to amend 
tlie Code of Civil Procedure, BIOS, for certain purposes, the name of Mr. J. A. Millifraii 
be substituted for that of Mr. T. (?hapman-Mortimer." 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Sir, I hav(! nothing more to say 
before the main motion is put. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The ques¬ 
tion is : 

“ That the Bill further to amend the Code of Civil Procedure, 1008, for certain 
purposes {Amendment of section 51)j be referred to a Select Committee consistinj' of 
Mr. Sham Lai, Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi, Mr. M. Asaf All, Mr. M. 
Ananthnsayanam Ayyangar, Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali, Mr. Al. Ghiasuddin, Mr. Lal- 
chand IMavalrai, Mr. J. A. Milligan, Captain Kao Bahadur Chaudhri Lai 
Ghand, Mr. A. G. Clow, Mr. J. M, Chatarji and the Mover, and that the number 
of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the Committee 
shall be five." 

The motion was adopted. 



BESOLUTION BE REDUCTION OP lAn’ORT DUTY ON CARBON 

BLOCKS. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan (Member for 

Commerce and Railways) : Sir, I move : 

“ That this Assembly rocomm<*ruis to the (.xovenior General in to accc|jt 

the recommendation of the Tarill Board that the import duty on carbon bio* ks, sJieli 
as are ordinarily used for the manufacture of carbon brushes for electriral mo'ors and 
generators, be reduced from per cent, to 15 per cent, ad valorrni.'^ 

Sir, the history of this matter is tliis. As Ihe House is awar", the 
Tariff Board has power iiiultT Uesnlution No. iJS-T (2) of the 28th }iareh, 
to uitertaiii applications direeted towards oblairiiM'j: the removal of 
tariff inequalities. Tariff inetpiality, I mi^ht he permitted to explain, 
means inequality in the lariif duti/*s upon finished art'ehM imported 

into the country and on raw material out of which such articles may be 
manu^acl nred in the country which lay a heavier burden niio*', the Indian 
nianufacturer as compared witli the inannfactiired article ’mportod into 
the country. That is to say, if it is found that the raw materia!, x\hich 
is manufactured in the Miuntry into a linishisi article, has to pay on the 
wdiole a heavier duty than the, duty imposed upon the finished article, 
then the Indian inannt*ailurer is enlii.cd to claim that the burden should 
be equalised eitlicr by raising? the duty on the finished article or by lower¬ 
ing the duty on the raw materials. Now, Wir, with rep:ard to tliis parti¬ 
cular matter which is now under the consideration of the IIoust% an 
appli(*ation was made to the Tariff Board with res])eet to the duties im¬ 
posed upon the raw niat(*rial required for the niaiiul‘actui*e of carbon 
biTislies. These brushes are used in electrical generators and motors, and 
tlie raw material required for the manufacture of these ])ruslies consists 
])rincipa]ly of tliree articles, namely (1) carbon hloeks, (2) flexible wire 
connecting these brushes with tlie rest of the machinery of the aerator 
or the motor, an<l (3) patent cement which is used for connecting the wire 
to the brush. Tlie duty'' ])ayable on tiie finislied article imported into 
Iiidm is ten per eemt., the duty payable on carbon bbocks out of v/hich 
brushes are manufactured is 25 per cent., in eacJi case nd valoran. The 
duty payable on the other two articles is 20 per cent, (fd v(do*'em. It does 
not necessarily follow that just because these duties vary and are at a 
higher rate on the raw material than on the finished article that there is 
an inequality of tariJf. The inecpialily depends upon the proportimi of 
the value of the raw material to that of the finished article. It may 1 e 
that in certain cases the duty levied on the raw material may he higher 
than on the finished article so far as the rate is eoncerned, but wlmn you 
take the sum total of the duty paid upon the raw materials which go to 
the manufacture of the finished article that sum total may be less than 
the duty on the finished article. In such a case, there would he no 
inequality of tariff. As a matter of fact, if the total of the duty paid 
on the finished article was found to be higher than the total dutv rn 
the raw material, there would be some advantage in that respect to the 
Indian manufacturer. If the House will bear with me, I might illustrate 
that with reference to this very article, carbon brushes, because if T give 
one or two simple illustrations, it would become easier for the House to 
follow the calculations made by the Tariff Board which are set out at 
page 3 of their Report. For the sake of illustration purely, take. Sir, 
the value of ten carbon brushes imported into India from outside, and 
let u;si assume that the landed cost of ten carbon brushes, without duty, 
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is Rs. 50. Then, as 1 have expiaincd, the duty being ten per cent. 
ad valorem, the duty payable in respect of these ten carbon brushes would 
be Rs. 5. Assuming that the value of carbon blocks required for the manu¬ 
facture of ten carbon brushes were Rs. 12, the duty being 25 per cent. 
ad valorem, it would amount to lis. three, and suppovsing that the cost of 
wire and cement required were Rv*^. live, the duty on these articles being 
20 ])cr » j1 would work out at Re. one. In this illustration, Sir, it 
would fij)|»ecir that the raw material required for the jiianufacture of 
ten carbon brushes w(.uld he liable to a lotal duty of Its. lour, mid the 
finisinnl articie would be dable to a total duty of Rs. live, fi erefore. 
there is no disadvantage to the Indian inamifaclurer. Tliej*e is an in- 
C(jiiality, but it is an inequality in iavour of the Indian jnanu- 
faeturer, and no action in that case is necessary. Li't me 
carry the maltf'r a step hirther. Lei us assume that tiie 
cost of carbon blocks required for manufacturing ten carljon 
brushes, were R.s. 16 ; tlieii the dutj’ at 25 t)cr cent, would be Rs. four, 
and if the cost of cenuMit and wire were Ixs. live, tlie duty at 20 per eeiii. 
would be Re. one, and ihe total duty payable would be R 4 . five :.n the 
raw Tualcrial, and the total duty i)ayable on the finished arliele being 
also Rs. five, there would still bo no tariff inequality. 

Now', Sir, let me go a stei> rurtlun*. If we assume that the e()st of 
the carbon blocks requiri'd R^. 2(h the tiofy payable at the rate of 
25 per cent, ad ralo^rni w'oiild he Rs. five, and the duty on llie other two 
articles, I mean (‘ement and wire, being Re. one, the total duly [»ayai)le on 
tlio raw' material would work out at Rs. six, and the duty payable on 1'‘e 
finished article being Rs. five in sudi a case there w'ould at oiiec he ap¬ 
parent a tariff inequality, Tn order to remove thait tariff inequality, it 
would he necessary that the total duty of Rs. six ])ayable on all these 
tlirco arlieles should be r^dm-ed to Rs. five, and if on a consideration of 
tlie qurstion it bename ai^parent, as it has become aj)j)arent in this 'ase 
for reasons that T shall give later, that it w’as feasible to reduce tlie duty 
only on one of these articles and not on all three of them, the reduction 
must take place in respect of cme of these articles, tliat is to say, carbon 
blocks, from Rs. five to Rs. four. That is to say, the incidence of duty 
instead of being Rs. five on Ks. 20 at the rate of 25 per cent, should be 
reduecd to Rs. four on Rs. 20, that is to say, it should be brought flown 
to 20 per cent, instead of 25 per cent. This last illustration that f have 
given would show the method of determining 'whether there is or is not 
a tariff inequality and also of determining how it is to ho adjusted. One 
more illustration would show how the adjustment would work out with 
different figures. Assume, that the cost of carbon blocks reftuired for the 
manufacture of ten carbon brushes is Rs. 24, in that case the duty on 
the carbon l)loeks would be Rs. six, the duty on the other two articles 
would be Re. one. the total would be Rs. seven, and this Rs. seven, in order 
to remove inequality, would have to be reduced to Rs. five. And assuming 
that the inequality is to he adjusted out of the duty imposed on carbon 
blocks alone, the duty of Rs. six on Rs. 24 must be reduced to Rs. four 
on Rs. 24, that is to say, it would work out at the rate of 16.6 per cent. 
This is the method which the Board adopted, that is to say, they deter¬ 
mined the total duty payable upon the finished article, deducted from it 
the duty payable upon 'viHre and cement required, and held that the balance 
of the duty was the duty which should be imposed upon carbon blocks. 
They discovered that this adjustment necessitated thfut the duty on carbon 
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blocks instead of being 125 x)er cent, ad valorem should be reduced to 
15.8 per cent, ad valotom, ana the leLonimeiidaLion, therefore, is that the 
duty should be reduced to lo per cent., ignoring .8 per cent, in order 
to give a tarilf eiAuaiity in tliis respect.. This linding of the Tarilf Board 
was accepted by the Gov eminent and Governmciil issued a Itcsolution 
f^o. 88-T.-(lUj, dated tiie i2Trd Alarch, i93o, saying that this recommenda¬ 
tion of the Tarili Board liad been accepted by tliein, that the matter being 
a small one they iutended to take action under section 23 of the Bea- 
Custoiiis Act instead ot by legislation, but tiiat before doing so they w^ould 
place this matter before tJiis lloir^e ior their approval. 1 may explain 
that the total amount of revenue saciuliced m reducing tliis duty from 
25 per cent, to 15 ijei- cent, would be Its. 9,600. The tiguies are, the value 
of imported carbon blocks, landed cost, 6.r-duty is at present Its. 96,000, 
duty at 25 per cent, is its. 24,000, the total is itf>. 1,20,000 If the duty 
is reduced to 15 per cent, the ainounl of duly would Ik? its. 14,400 and 
the sacrilicc of revenue would be Its. 9,600. As i have submitted to 
the House, it was open to the L'ariU Board to do one of two things. They 
could either have recomiijended an iuciease in the duty on carbon brushes 
to au extent wliicli woidd nave c([ualised the incidence of this duty wuth 
that imposed upon raw materials, or they eould have recommended, as 
they have recoiiimeiided, a rctluctioii of tlic duty on raw materials, aii^ 
as 1 have said, they have joeoinmended a reduction of the duty only in 
respect of carbon blocks. The^k* have adopted this latter course for the 
reason which they explain in their lieport : 

“ The bewilclormg number and variety of carbon brushes which arc imported 
would have made it inixiossible for tlie Board to calculate the eitcct on other industries 
of raising the duty on the Ijui^ihed pioUiiet. An iacrease of duB on carbon brushes 
would aliect the cost of electrical machiaery generally and thus create an undesirable 
burden on consumers.'^ 

On the other hand, the cllect on the revenue, as I have explained, of 
reducing the duty on carbon blocks, would be very small, almost negligible. 
Then coming to tlie raw materials, they have con lined their recommendation 
to carbon blocks alone, that is to say, they^ have recommended that the inequa¬ 
lity should be removed by a i induction in the duty imposed upon carbon 
blocks alone without touching the flexible wire or patent cement^ and for 
this reason. The customs authorities are satisfied that it would be quite 
easy for them to distinguish carbon blocks w hich are required for the manu¬ 
facture of this kind of carbon brushes from other kinds of carbon blocks, 
so that the reduction would apply only to the raw material required for 
the purpose of manufacture of carbon brushes, whereas flexible wire 
and patent cement are required for a variety of purposes and, therefore, 
it would be difficult to reduce the duty in respect of these last two 
articles and confine it only to so much of them as are required for the 
purpose of manufacture of carbon brushes. That is the brief history 
of the matter. The House wdll realise that it is not a matter involving 
very large figures, but it is a matter in which tliose engaged in tlie manu¬ 
facture of carbon brushes can put forward a legitimate claim that the 
burden should be equalised. With these observations, Sir, I submit this 
Resolution for the consideration of the House. 

Srijut N. 0. Bardaloi (Assam Valley : Non-Muhammadan) : On a 
point of information, Sir. May 1 ask how many factories there are in 
India which manufacture carbon brushes and how they will be affected 
by this reduction in duty f 
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is that there are two fairly substantial companies and a< large number 
of small manufacturers not having large faetorie^j, mid how they will be 
aifectcd is that to the extent of Us. 9,600 a year they will be helped in 
the manufacture of carbon brushes. That is to say, tlieir costs will be 
reduced to the extent of a lotal of Ks. 9,600 per year. It will be some 
small help to them in order to develop this industry. At present the 
cost of brushes imported is about lis. 1,50,000. More or less roughly 
half are imported and half m*e manufactiired in the country, and if tliis 
reduction of duty helps the Indian manufacturer he might possibly be 
able to capture the remaining half of the market. 

Mr. President (Tlie Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Itesolution 
moved : 

“ Tliat this AijstjiiibJy ivcoiumciicis to Hie Governor General in Council to accept 
the recommendation ol* the Tarill Board that the import duty on carbon blocks, such 
as arc ordinarily used for the luaiintaeture ot* carbon brushes for electrical motors and 
generators, be reduced from lio per cent, to 15 per cent, ad valorem .'' 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Xon-Muhammadan) : I rise to support 
the Resolution, and I am glad that the Honourable the Commerce Mem¬ 
ber has brought it uj) this Hession. It ouglit to have been brought up 
last Session, but I do not know w’liy it \vas not done so. The electrical 
manufacturing industry is r.wpidly growing in India. There are firms 
in Calcutta who are manufacturing electric fans, electric motors and 
electric dynamos and this little relief, however small it might be, will 
give them a chance to compete with the imported machinery. For a long 
time in India we cannot manufacture carbon brushes, although there is 
the ncees.sary raw material—graphite to be found in India, it has only 
reached the stage of ])eiicil manufacture in Madras and Oalculia and it 
has not gone to otJier articles that may be luauufacturcd out of it. There¬ 
fore, the electrical manufacturing firms tliat are engaged in the making 
of dynamos, motors and fans will have long to depend on imported parts 
such as insulating materials, stampings, copper wdres and so on and this 
relief, however slight it may be, is very welcome to the industry and, 
therefore, I support it. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question 
is that the following Resolution be adopted : 

“ That this Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council to accept 
the recommendation of the TarifiL' Board that the import duty on carbon blocks, such 
as are ordinarily used for the miiiiufaeture of carbon Inrushes for electrical motors 
and generators, be reduced from 25 per cent, to 15 per cent, ad valorem.** 

The motion was adopted. 


THE PAYMENT OF WAGES BILL. 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell (Member for Industries and 
Labour) : Sir, I move : 

“ That the Bill to regulate the payment of wages to certain classes of persons 
employed in industry, as reported by the Select Committee, be taken into considera¬ 
tion. ' ‘ 

Sir, we have listened during the past week to much passionate 
eloquence from certain quarters of the House on the beauty of unrestricted 
freedom and we have listened to many earnest arguments from othw parts 
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of the House on the iipfliness of unrestrained licence. I now proffer this 
Bill as what I trust will be a pleasant and harmonious interlude in which 
all parts of the House, I hope, will co-opcrale in the humane task of secur¬ 
ing to the humble workman the prompt and full payment of the wages ho 
has earned. 

If I may be permitted, I would recall to the House very briefly the 
history of this measure. In 1933 a Payment of Wages Bill was introduced 
and by the direction of the House was circulated to elicit public opinion. 
The criticisms received were very voluminous and many of them were 
very cogent. The Bill was redrafted very considerably and was reintro¬ 
duced in February of 193,^. Tn his speef*h on the motion to refer the Bill 
to a Select Committee, Sir Frank Noyce indicated the chief points on which 
advance had been made in the new Bill. The Bill was criticised and was 
welcomed by the House generally speaking and was then referred to the 
Select Committee. As a result of the discussions in tliat body, further 
very considerable advances have been made and T cannot do better than 
follow Sir Frank Noyce’s example and indicate the further advances made. 
In order to do so, T would divide the Bill into four parts, one part relating 
to the scope of the Bill, that is to the industrial undertakings which it 
covers, the second part covering those provisions intended to secure the 
prompt payment of wages, the third part covering those provisions of the 
Bill intended to secure that the wages shall be paid in full and the fourth 
part the administrative and other ancilliary provisions intended to carry 
the Act into effect. I will deal with these in turn. 

As regards the scope of the Bill, the Bill, as introduced into this 

^ House, a])plied in Mo to all workers in factories,^ including 

railway factories. The Bill, excluding those provisions relat¬ 
ing to the prompt payment of wages, applied to workers on railways other 
than those in railway factories. Local Governments were given power to 
extend the provisions of the Bill, or such of them as they chose to select, 
with such modifications and relaxations as they thought expedient, to cer¬ 
tain other industrial undertakings, namely, mines, quarries, plantations and 
workshops. In the debate on the second reading, the restricted scope of the 
Bill was severely criticised by several Honourable irembers including my 
iudomitable friends, Mr. Joslii, Prof. Panga and Mr. Giri. The criticisms 
were very carefully considered by the Rcloct Committee at considerable 
length and the result is that the Bill which is now before the House applies 
in toto to all factories and all railways. The Local Government has been 
given the power to extend the ]>rovisions of the Bill without relaxation or 
adaptation not only to mines, quarries, plantations and workshops but 
also to tramways, docks and oilfields. T think my Tlononrahle friends 
who are keenly interested in this Bill will admit that this is a very con¬ 
siderable advance. 

As regards the prompt payment of wages, the Bill as introduced re¬ 
quired that the wages should be paid on the seventh day after the expiry 
of the wage period or, if the seventh day should be a holiday, on the next 
working day after the holiday ; and the Local Governments were given 
power to relax these provisions when they wTre satisfied that they were 
impracticable in regard to any particular industry. This provision, as I 
have already mentioned, did not apply to the railways. Again these pro¬ 
visions were attacked in this House by several Members, particularly 
iu regard to the exemption of railways, and they were also attacked in con- 
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siderable detail by niy Honourable friend, Mr. Joshi. A^ain they were 
discussed at length in the Select rominittee and the Bill now applies to 
railways and such power of relaxation as is pormilted is f?iven only to the 
Governor General in Council. There is no j^eneral power j?iven to Local 
Governments to relax in regard to the other industries covered by the 
Bill ; but in one substantive matter relaxation has been made in the Biil 
itself, to the extent that factories and undertakim^s which employ more 
than a thousand hands are allowed to take ten days in makin*? up their 
pay sheets and payiri" their employees. 

Now, as regards the full payment of wa^es, there have been several 
important advances. T will deal with these in two parts, one part relatinjif 
to deductions i?enerally and tlie other part relatiiu? to the special but verj 
important case of fines. As regards the deductions under the Bill, wa’^es 
were defined as everythinpr due under the contract. This would have 
excluded bonuses and oilier ]).iymen1s for i?(»od work, regular attendance 
and so forth, which it would have left to a considerable extent to the discre¬ 
tion of the employer. This a^ain was objected to stron<rly by my ITononr- 
able friend to my rijrht. l^Ir, Joshi, and others, and was fully considered 
by the Select Committee. The vein' important decision was taken to end 
the system of bonuses.- -to abolish bonuses and all other forms of con- 
tinprent payment as a reprnlar part of periodical Avasres. Wa^es are now 
defined so as to include all bonuses and other continrrent payments con¬ 
templated in the terms of the contract. The ‘‘•cheme, thei’efore, of the Bill, 
is now fairly complete. The Avorkmaii will draw his full Avaees for all 
work he has performed, and the deductions Avill he confined to a very 
narrow list—that list ineludin" only items Avhieh are obviously either 
equitable in themselves or are for the henofii of the Avorkman. There have 
been various other ameudments in favour of the employee Avhieh T need not 
discuss at any leucrfli. T would only Tuention that noAV no deduction is 
alloAved for travel!inpr expenses incurred at the heirinnin" of the Avorkman’s 
employment. Wapres miis^ now be paid in cash, and no deduction may be 
made on account of payment in kind Auain. T think my TTonourable 
friends will admit that this has been a Amry substantial advance indeed. 

Fines require special mention. Under the Bill as introduced, the 
employers could decide thcinsolAms upon those* acts Avhieh they would 
penalize by fines. The fine could be imposed Avithout control, subject only 
to the limit of one anna per rupee in the calendar month. Under the 
Bill as amended, the employer's list of penal acts must be approAmd by the 
Local Government and no fine can noAv be imriosed without privinpf the 
Avorkman an opportunity of shoAvinp: cause Avhy lie should not be fined ; 
and the limit of tlie fine is noAv reduced to half an anna per rupee in the 
wa^e period, which means that if the Ava"e period is less than one month, 
the total maximum fine is reduced thereby. Tn the Bill as introduced, and 
in the Bill as now reported, all fines must be credited to a fund AAdiich must 
be administered on behalf of the employees. T think TTonourable Members 
will apree Avith me that the net result of these provisions Avill be to reduce, 
this practice of imposing? fines to almost ne^lirrible limits. 

On the administrative side of the Bill, the Select Committee have 
introduced several important chancres, all tendinj? towards the tightening 
up of the administration of the Bill. T will mention only a few. Under 
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the Bill as introduced, the Local Government could appoint anyone as the 
authority to which the workman could apply to secure the proper payment 
of his wages. Under the Bill as amended, this authority must be either 
the Commissioner for Workmen's Compensation or some person with 
judicial experience. Again, under the Bill as introduced, appeals from 
these authorities could lie to any person appointed by the Local Govern¬ 
ment. Under the Bill as now reported, appeals shall lie to the District 
Court or, in the presidency towns, to the Small Cause Court. One further 
provision is that the Bill, following the example of the Factories Act, now 
requires that abstracts of the Act and of the rules made thereunder shall 
be posted up in factories. 

That, Sir, is a short account of the Bill as it has emerged from the 
Seleci Committee. Tt is a most important Bill affecting the daily liveli¬ 
hood of millions of people in India, and I commend it most strongly to the 
support of the House. 1 do so, however, with certain misgivings and 
regrets. The Bill wilt unquestionably do away with certain traditional 
relationships between em])loyers and employed which have existed in India 
for a very long time. I refer, as examples, to the systems of honuses for 
good work, of the supply of cheap grain, of the sup])ly of cheap cloth 
and other products of the industrial undertaking. In the hands of a 
humane employer, there can be no question that these old systems can be 
of very great benefit to the employee ; but in the hands of the less desirable 
type of employer—of whom I regret many exist,—these systems can 
undoubtedly be made a means of exploiting the workman. The policy of 
the Bill is to remove the possible contingent advantages of these old 
traditional systems and to substitute for them the certain benefits of prompt 
and full payment. It is better that the workman should receive his daily 
bread regularly than that he should have an occasional feast, i)erhaps after 
a period of hunger, 

I have still another misgiving. The Bill marks a very great advance 
and will unquestionably force many employers, of many vast undertakings, 
to re-adjust their methods. It will certainly cause them, to begin with, 
very great inconvenience. I dare say there may be a few I\Iembcrs present 
who would regard that as of very little account. Nevertheless, I would 
remind them that a great industrial undertaking must be regarded as a 
single unit : and that if the management is put to a very great incon¬ 
venience, a certain amount of inconvenience to the employees 
is almost certain to result, I would appeal, therefore, to the 
more advanced elements in this House to accept this Bill as 
sufficient for the j)rosent. Let us see how it works, and then 
let us make such further advance as may be indicated. In particular, 
1 would ask my Honourable friends opposite and my Honourable friend 
to my right not to endeavour to apply this Bill from the beginning and in 
its full force to undertakings other than those which have already been 
adequately surveyed. The Bill allows its provisions to be extended to 
certain other industrial undertakings, and the idea behind that is to enable 
the Local Governments themselves, before applying the Bill to those under¬ 
takings, to survey the conditions and see if it is possible, practicable and 
ultimately in the interest of the workman himself that the provisions 
should be applied. I would appeal to my Honourable friends not to force 
this experiment too far lest it should defeat its own object. (Loud 
Applause.) Sir, I move. 
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Mr. President (The Hononrable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; Motion moved : 

“ That tlie liill to regulate* the payment of wages to certain classes of persons 
employeel in industry, as reported by the Select Committee, be taken into considera¬ 
tion. '' 

In addition to the aniendmeiits which are already on the agenda paper, 
an amendment has jiisl been handed to the Chair by Mr. James and 
Mr. T. Chapman-^tortimer, to the effect tliat the Bill be re-circulated for 
the ])iirpose of obtaining further opinion thereon. The Chair would like 
to know wliy no notiee of tins amendment was given earlier, and if there 
is any objection to tliis motion being moved. 

Mr. P, E. James (Madras : European) : Mr. President, I should 
like to explain to you and to take the House into my confidenec as to 
why we were not able to give notiee of this amendment earlier. The 
report of the Select Committee was only laid on the table last Monday 
week. The moment we ree(Mved copies of the report wo sent it to our 
constituents who are seatte^ed Ihroiprliont India (hjwn to the south and 
across to Burma. It is only during the last 24 hours that we have 
received ()V(*rwhe!ming e.xpres.sion.s of opinion from those of our consti¬ 
tuents who arc now being brought wdthin the scope of the liill as a result 
of the changes made by the Select (Committee. They would like to have 
further o])poi*tuiiity of being consulted as to the present position and, 
therefore, I do ask that under the circumstances the House would not 
object to tills motion and that you, Sir, will allow this motion to be 
moved in aceordance with the Standing Orders and powers which lie in 
your hands. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga ((Tiintur cum Nellore : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : Sir, T object to the motion that this Bill be re-circulated again 
because it is more than six years since the Labour Commission made this 
particular recommendation that legislation on these lines is needed. 

The Honourable Mr. P. G. Mitchell ; In view of the explanation 
given by Mr. James, T do not wish to object to the moving of this amend¬ 
ment, but T must inform him and the House that I shall oppose it. 

Mr. President (Tlie ITononrable Sir Abdur Ralilm) : The Chair is 
not quite clear whether the provisions of Standing Order 46 requiring 
two clear days’ nolif'o api)ly to a motion of this character, and the Chair 
is informed that tlu^n) is no ruling on this point. However, the Chair 
does not wish to decble that question now. The Chair would assume 
that the ]irovisi()n re(|uiring notice of two clear days does apply to a 
motion of this character, but, under the circumstances mentioned by 
Mr. James, and having regard to the fact that the Honourable Member 
in charge of the Bill raises no objection to the motion being moved, the 
Chair suspends the a])plication of the Standing Order 46 assuming that 
it does apply to this motion. 

Mr. P. E. James : Sir, T am deeply grateful to you for using 
your powers under the Standing Orders to permit me to move my 
motion and I would like to say immediately that the purpose of my 
motion is not the usual dilatory purpose. The Honourable Member 
in charge of the Bill has already given the history of this measure. The 
Bill was originally circulated in 1933 and a revised Bill was placed 
before this House in 1935 and referred to a Select Committee. That 
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revised Bill was not circulated although it differed in a substantial 
measure from the original Bill which was circulfited in 1933. Then, Sir, 
the Select Committee met and they signed their report on the 1st of 
June. Had that report been made public on the 1st of June, I should 
not have moved this motion. But the report of a Select Committee 
cannot be made public until it is laid upon the tal)le of tlio House and 
that report was not laid on the table of the House until last Monday 
\^eek, when we, for the first time, received a copy of that report. We 
found then that the report of the Select Coinniiltce and the Bill, as it 
emerged from the Select Committee, made most extensive and material 
changes in the Bill which had been referred to that Committee by this 
House (luring the Budgcit Session. 1 will just mentloji one vr two main 
changes to illustrate what 1 am now claiming. In tlic first place, the 
Bill, as it emerges from the Select Committee, is now -xtenued to a class 
of industrial establishments which was m ver originally contemplated 
when tliis Bill was first referred to the Sch'ct Coininittce. The report of 
the Select Committee, indef^d, recommends the wholcisale (\\tensioii of the 
provisions of this Bill to large industrial esta])]ishmen1s whieli never 
expected to be included williin the scope of this Bill and which, there¬ 
fore, were not consulted. I have already explained, that owing to the 
fact that the re^port of the Select Committee was in our hands only about 
ten days ago, it has been impossible for large scale industries with very 
important interests both in British India excluding Burma and in 
Burma which is included within the scope of the Bill, to send ns their 
detailed views. We have only received (*ertaiu telegraphic ceiumiinica- 
tions but we still await their views in detail. That is the first point. 
Then the second major cliange is that the wage-limit lias been raised 
from Its. 100 to Us. 200 as will b(* s(‘(m from sul)-{»lau.se (6) of clause 1. 
I am quite sure the House will readily recognise that whatever may have 
been the justification for this change—and 1 am not expressing any 
opinion on that now—^the extension of this Bill from a limit of Rs. 100 
per month to Rs. 200 per month makes a very substantial alteration 
in its scope. Then, Sir, the third major change refers to the matter of 
deductions. The title of the Bill suggests that it will confine itself to 
providing for the regular payment of wages due and to j)rotecting the 
wage-earner from unfair deductions, and irregularities in payment. 
The Bill, however, goes further. The Bill, as it emerges from the 
Select Committee, certainly goes further than what was originally con¬ 
templated and it prohibits either directly or by implication certain 
practices with which there is nothing wrong inherently and whose pro¬ 
hibition ought to be the subject of special legislation. I would refer 
more particularly to sub-clause (!) of clause 7 and sub-clause (i) of 
clause 2 dealing with this matter of deductions. Then, Sir, there is a 
fourth major alteration that has been made to which I should like to 
refer for a moment. In fact, I might say that so many alterations have 
been made in the Bill by the Select Committee that it is very difficult to 
be precisely sure as to the interpretation of some of the new amended 
sections. But, like every other Act, of course, this Bill will, if passed, 
be interpreted without any reference to the intentions of its framers or 
to any assurances which may be given on the floor of this House as to 
the probable effects of any particular amendment. Local Governments, 
Inspectors appointed under dause 14 whoever they may be, authorities 
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api)oiiited under clause 15, appellate authorities specified under clause 
17, will all interpret the provisions of this measure without any reference 
to what was said before. We, therefore, feel that it is most essential 
that the provisions in certain clauses of this Bill should be so framed as 
to make the intentions of the Government of India and the‘Assembly 
absolutely clear. TJiey are certainly not absolutely clear in quite a 
number of clauses at the moment. We would also suggest that it is 
most important that certain clauses of the Bill should be so safeguarded 
as to prevent such injustice as might easily arise by the present inter¬ 
pretation which applies to some of these clauses, both to the employers 
and to the employees. 

Now, Sir, I have been perfectly frank to the House. We are not 
opposing this Bill. We agree with its fundamental principles. We 
support its underlying intention. But our difficulty is, that owing to 
the shortness of the time, we are not in a position to present adequately 
the views of our constituents, as we arc face to face with a Bill which 
in many essentials is a completely different Bill from the Bill which 
went to the ISdect Committee. 

i wish to emi)hasize once more that we do not wish to suggest that 
this is a dilatory motion and if there is any other way which my 
Honourable friend, the Member in charge of the Bill, would suggest, 
whereby we, at any rate and others who are interested in the Bill, might 
be given breathing space during which we can secure the views in detail 
of our constituents, constituents who did not anticipate being affected 
but who are now affected by the revised Bill, \ve should be quite pre¬ 
pared to accept such a suggestion. 1, therefore, hope that the Govern¬ 
ment of India will not merely oppose this motion of mine on the ground 
that it is a dilatory motion because that is not our intention ; I hox)e 
they will perhaps suggest some other method whereby the real object of 
my motion can be achieved without undue loss of time. Sir, I move ; 

“ That the mil be re circulated for the purpose of obtaining further opinion 
thereon.'' 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Amendment 
moved : 

“ That the Bill be re-circulated for the purpose of obtaining further opinion 
thereon.' ’ 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated Non-Official) : Sir, 1 had no intention of 
taking part in the discussion on the motion which was originally made 
by the Ilononrable Member in charge of the Department of Industries 
and Labour. I had spoken more than onee regarding the general provi¬ 
sions of this Bill. I shall, therefore, as I am speaking now, confine myself 
mostly to the amendment proposed by my Honourable friend, Mr. James. 
Sir. the Mover of this amendment assures us that his amendment is not 
a dilatory one, at least his intention is not to delay the passing of this 
measure. But, Sir, the Honourable the Mover of this amendment will 
agree with me that if his amendment is carried, the passing of this 
measure will be delayed. In a matter of this kind, the intention is not 
of much con.sequcnce when the result is the same. I feel that the argu¬ 
ment used by my Ilonourablo friend, Mr. James, in support of his amend¬ 
ment, was that the Select Committee has extended the scope of this 
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measure to certain other industries. The first item of extension which 
he mentioned was that the Bill, introduced in the last Session at Delhi, 
did not contain provisions relating to the application of this Bill to some 
industries. He said that those industries were of great importance. I 
<to not wish to belittle the importance of the new industries which are 
included in this Bill. But 1 am quite sure my Honourable friend, 
Mr. James, will agree wdth me that if you consider the number of men 
employed in the industries to which the Bill of 1985 was intended to be 
ap})lieil and the number of people employed in the new industries to which 
the Bill now' is extended, 1 am sure he will agree with me that the 
number of people is extremely small compared with the number of people 
to which the original Bill was intended to apply. 

Mr. F. E. James : Question. 40,000 in oil alone. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : My Honourable friend, Mr. James, was not quite 

fair Avhen he stated that these industries had absolutely no idea that the 
Bill would ever be applied to these industries. Mr. James knows very 
well that the (Government of India had introduced a Bill for this purpose 
in 1988. That Bill gave power to the Local Governments to apply to any 
industrial undertaking the provisions of that Bill. Sir, T shall read that 
Miction : 

“ The lK)cal (iovernment in any province may, after giving three months* notice 
of ita intention of so doing by notification in the local official Gazette, apply the provi¬ 
sions of the Act or any of them subject to such relaxations as may be specified in the 
notification of the payment of wages to any class of persons employed in the industrial 
establishment.'' 

These industrial establishments had notice in the year 1933 and that 
Bill was circulated and on tliat Bill opinions were invited and expressed, 
f do not, therefore, feel, wliy my Honourable friend, Mr. James, should 
take any objection on the ground that these industries had had no notice 
at all. As a matter of fact, every industrial undertaking had notice. If 
tlicse industrial undertakings were really interested in this measure it was 
their duty to study the measure and express their opinions on its provi¬ 
sions. I, therefore, feel, that the ground which my Honourable friend, 
Mr. James, has placed before the House, namely, some industries which 
are now included in Ihis Bill had no notice, does not hold much water. 
Then, my Honourable friend mentione<l one or two other Items which 
have been ineluded in the Bill by the Select Committee. He mentioned 
that the original Bill applied to persons whose wages or salaries did not 
exceed RvS. 100 and the Select Committee now proposes that the Bill 
sliould apply to persons whose wages or salaries do not exceed Rs. 200 a 
month. ]\ray I ask my Honourable friend, Mr. James, how many persons 
I here will be in the industries to which the Bill has to be applied whose 
wages vary between Rs. 100 and Rs. 200 a month t The number of people 
who receive more than Rs. 100 in all these industries is extremely small 
compared with the total number of people engaged in these industries. 
Tt is, therefore, wrong on his part to say that they had no notice that the 
Bill will be applied to persons whose wages are more than Rs. 100 and 
less than Rs. 200 a month. 

Then, Sir, he mentioned several other amendments made by the 
Select Committee. I feel that the amendments made by the Select Com¬ 
mittee do not go beyond the scope of this Bill. The very fact that^ the 
Honourable the Liw Member was the Chairman of the Select Committee 
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iiiiould be a guarantee to my Honourable friend, Mr. James, that he would 
not liave allowed amendments to be made which were outside the scope 
of this Bill. Bir, 1 am against his motion because 1 feel that this measure 
should become a law without any delay. If the House knows the full 
history of this measure the House will entirely agree with me. So far as 
1 am personally concerned, Sir, I became interested in this subject many 
years ago while 1 was doing some social work in Bombay. It came to my 
notice that a great evil prevailed in the factories in Bombay as regards 
fining the workers wlio were engaged in the textile industry. As 1 
believe in constitutional methods, when that evil came to my attentioi) 
1 wrote a letter to the Bombay Government asking them only to inquire 
wJiether such an evil existed, and, if it did exist, to find out the extent 
of that evil. Do you know what tlie reply of the Bombay Goveminenl 
was / The Bombay Govcrninent wrote to me a letter, that in their 
opinion the evil did not exist and they were not prepared to make any 
investigation or any inquiry unless the demand for that investigation 
and inquiry' was a spontaneous one. I thought. Sir, the l^ombay Govern¬ 
ment were waiting for a strike and a spontaneous strike to persuade them 
to make aii inquiry into this evil. Then, Sir, I jusked some questions in 
the Legislative Assembly as to wdiether the Government of India would 
inquire. It took me some time to persuade the Governnamt of India t<» 
make an inquiry into this subject. TJien tla^ Government of India 
became willing to make an inquiry and issued circulars to the Local 
Governments disking for information an<l for proposals. 1 do not know 
exactly in what year the Government of India got the replies from tin* 
Local Governments, perhaps it was in 1926 or 1927. Then the Govcrii- 
ment of India, as we all know, takes time to consider proposals of this 
kind. They sat over the opinions of the Local Governments for a year. 
Then when Ave thought that the Government of India would frame pro 
posals on the information received from the Local Governments and I 
inquired whether any legislation would be introduced on this subject, 
I was told that a Royal Commission was appointed to investigate labour 
conditions in India and, therefore, consideration of this subject must wait 
till the Royal Commission reported on it. Well, Sir, the Royal Commis¬ 
sion reported on it in the year 1930 and today it is the latter part of 
1935. 

The Honourable Mr. D. O. Mitchell: What happened in between f 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : If we now insist upon the Bill being passed with¬ 
out delay, are wo showing any impatience 1 I hope the House will noi, 
consider that any delay can be tolerated in the passing of tliLs measure. 
Wc arc patient, but there should be and there is some limit to our [)atience. 
I, therefore, hope that the Assembly will not approve of the amendment 
})roposed by my Ilonourjible friend, Mr. James. 

As regards the motion made by my Honourable friend, the Member 
in charge of the Department of Industries and Labour, I do not wish to 
speak at any great length. This Bill was considered in detail by the 
Select Committee and I am prepared to admit, that on the whole, although 
the Select Committee have made some very reactionary amendments, they 
have improved the Bill. I do not wish to go into the details of the pro¬ 
posals which we propose to make when the Bill will be considered in 
detail, but I hope that the consideration of this Bill will not be delayed. 
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Mr. V. V. CHri (Ganjam cum Vizagapatam : Non-Muhanunadan 

Kural) : Sir, on this side of the House we associate ourselves with the 
poiuts raised by Mr. Josh! iu opposing the motion of Mr. James. 1 am 
really surprised that my Honourable friend, Mr. James, should have 
brought forward this motion. It has been pointed out that for the first 
time in the year 19J3 a Bill of this character was brought before the 
Assembly. Before that the Royal Commission on Labour had gone into 
the details of this matter, and they stated in their recommendations clearly 
on page 241 as follows : 

** In OUT opinion, the law should be applicable to factories, mines, railways and 
plantations, and it sliould provide for possible extension to other branches of 
industry.' ^ 

I am sure, my Honourable friend, Mr. James, must have had enough 
notice that it was the intention of the Royal Commission on Ijabour to 
extend the seope of thLs Bill. Again, Sir, in February, 1935, when the 
Biil was brought before this House for reference to Select (Committee, 
some ot* the Members who spoke on that occasion referred to this question, 
jiamely, that the Select Committee should consider the question of exten¬ 
sion of the scope of ^^he i^ill to plantations and other things referred to 
by the Royal ConnuLssion. AmL therefore, 1 cannot iiiulerstand why 
Mr. James should have stated that they had no notice that an expression 
of view would be ina<le in the Select 1 Committee for possible ftxtensi*>n of 
the Bill to industries other Ilian railways and factories. Moreover Sir, 
my Honourable friend, Mr. James, and his friends had time enough to 
send amendments to the Bill which is now before the House. I, there 
fore, feel that it is very unreasonable and unjust on the part of Mr. James 
to have brought forward this motion which is certainly a dilatory motion. 
So, on this side of the House, we oppose the motion made by my Honour- 
.'ble friend, Mr. James. 

The Honourable Mr. D. O. Mitchell : Sir, I should like to make just 
a few' remarks on the speech by my most pertinacious friend, Mr. Joshi. 
He referred to what he regarded as the misdeeds or crimes of omission 
of the Government of Bombay in some remote year. I can assure 
]\1?*. Joshi and the House that if the Government of Bombay were guilty 
Hum of any omission then, they have since repented ; out of all Govern¬ 
ments they have given the Government of India most assistance in the 
preparation of this Bill. They have carried out certain special inquiries 
w'hich have been most valuable ; and they lent to us the services of 
Mr. Mehrban, regarding whom the Select Committee itself in its opening 
paragraph says : 

“We desire to acknowledge the valuable assistance given to us by Mr. Melirbon 
who attended our sessions and placed at our disposal his intimate knowledge on the 
subject of the payment of wages.” 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : Sir, may I interrupt the Honourable Member just 
for a minute f Although I made certain remarks about the Bombas' 
Government’s unwillingness to make an inquiry when I first asked them 
to do so, I am prepared to agree with the ITonoiirable Member that on 
the whole the Bombay Government have assisted the improvement of the 
Bill much more than any other Government have done. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir (Bombay City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
Is there any Government in the whole of India which has done more for 
lahouT than the Bombay Government f 
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versions on the space of time which has passed between the publication 
of the Report of the Royal Commission and the introduction of this Bill. 
Mr. Joshi himself knows perfectly well that that is an unfair remark. We 
quite admit that it is four or five yeiirs since the lioyal Commission 
reported ; but 1 would ask Mr. Joshi if he can point to any country in 
the M'orld which in that space of time has i)ut so much labour legislation 
on the Statute-book. 

1 come now to the amendment moved by my friend, Air. James. 1 
do not Avish to agree entirely with his criticisms of the Bill, nor do 1 wish 
to controvert them. I do not subscribe either to Mr. Joshi’s criticism or 
Mr. James' criticism. But I regret that 1 am not in a position to accept 
Mr. James' amendment. To re-circulate this Bill now would mean 
reference of the Bill again to a Select Committee. We could not give 
Local Governments and industrial concerns less than four months to con¬ 
sider these provisions, and I doubt very much if we can have a Select 
Committee meeting before next summer : it would mean a delay of a whole 
year. I do not wish to enter into the merits of Mr. James’ case : I cannot 
controvert him entirely, as I have already admitted in my speech before 
he raised this question that the Bill had emerged from the; Select Commiltee 
Avith very substantial advances in favour of labour. I should like to meet 
Mr. James and at the same time to meet Mr. Joshi as far as possible. 
Tliere Is a very large number of amendments tabled, which I Avould like 
to discuss with the Members most concerned tomorrow. If we go through 
ihese amendments one by one, I think we may save the time of the House, 
perhaps by a day or two. At the same lime Ave might consider this que.s- 
tiofi raised by Mr. James. Tt might be possible to [)ass the motion for 
consideration of this Bill today and then to defer further ])roceediiig< 
until the next Session. The Bill could then be taken iq) at the beginning 
of file Budget Session, and passed wdth the minimum of delay. But T 
regret that T am unable to agree to the motion for re-cireulation. 

Mr. F. E. James : Sir, I would ask your permission and the permis- 

.sion of the House to withdraAA" my amendment in view of the statement 
of the Honourable the Member in charge of the Bill. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Has the 

Honourable Member the leave of lln' House to withdraw his motion I 

Honourable Members : Yes. 

Tlie amendment Avas, by leave of the Assembly, withdrawn. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdnr Rahim) : The queslion 
is : 


“ That the Bill to regulate the payment of wages to certain elassea of persons 
employed in industry, as reported by the Belect Committee, be taken into eonsidera 
tion.'' 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdnr Rahim) : Does the House 
asree that the consideration of the amendments, of which notice has been 
ffiven. he postponed until next Monday T 

Honourable Hembem: Yes. 



AMBNDiUBNTjS TO »TAJNDJLNG ORDBflS. 

Bdr* President (The lioiiourable Sir Abdur iiahiin) : Amf»nHnniyn t. to 
Standing Orders. 

Mr. 0. N. Muthurauga Mudaliar (South Arcot cum Chingleput .: 
Non-:Muhammadaii liurai; : Sir, i move for. 

Mr. President (The Ilouourabie Sir Abdui* liahim) : No speech is 
allowed. 

Mr. 0. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar : Sir, l move for leave to amend 
the Standing Orders of the Legislative Assembly in the following manner ; 

“ That lu standing Order 17, alter tiic* words ‘ C^uestions, which have not been 
disallowed, shall be entered ' the words * together with their answers ' be inserted.'* 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question 
is : 

That leave be granted to amend the Standing Orders of the Legislative Asiembl/ 
111 the following manner : 

‘ That in Standing Order 17, niter the woi<i» ‘ C^uestions, which have not been 
disallowed, shaU be entered ’ the words * together v\ith their answers ’ be inserted " 

Tile motion was adopted. 

Mr. C. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar : Sir, 1 move that the proposed 
ameit'btttnt be referred to a Select Committee. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim.) : The question 
is : 

“ That the proposed ainoiidiiient be referred to a 8tdcet fonnuittec. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Law Member) : Sir, 1 don^t 
vvanr to make a sjieecli, l»ut I only want to say that I agree to the Select 
(’ooimiitee. Hut I want to make it clear that reference to the Select Com¬ 
mittee di»es not mean acceptance of tiie principle. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question 
is : 

“ That tin* proposed aniembneiit be referred to a ISeleet Committee.” 

Tli(‘ motion was adopted. 

Dr. 6. V. Deshmukh Mhimbay (hty : .\ou-Muhammadan Urban) : 
Sir, I beg to move for leave to amend the Standing Orders of the Legislative 
As'seinbly in the following manner : 

“ TMiat to sub-order (2) of {Standing Order 7A, the following proviso be added, 
namely : 

‘ ProvKled, however, that no Rill which has received the previous sanction of the 
Governor General in Council and has obtaineil a place in the ballot in a particular 
Session, is shut out from being introduced during that particular Session " 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The question 
is : 

“ That leave bo granted to amend the Standing Orders of the Legislative A-sisembly 
in the following manner : 

‘ That to sub-order (2) of Standing Order 7 A, the following proviso be added, 
namely : 

‘ Provided, however, that no Bill which has received the previous sanction of the 
Governor General in (Council and has obtained a pla^’c in the ballot in a particular 
Session, is shut out from being introduced during that particular Session 

The motion was adopted. 
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Dr. O. V. Deshmiikh : tiir, 1 beg to move : 

** That the proposed amendment be referred to a {Select Committee.’^ 

Mr. President (The Honourable 8ir Abdur Hahim): The question 
is : 

** That the proposed amendment be referred to a {Select Committee.’’ 

The inotiou was adopted. 

Mr. President (The Honourable ISir Abdur Kahim) : The next 
motion is the one standing in the name oi Mr. Ghanshiam Singh Qupta. 
It is really to the same eftect as the motion moved by Mr. Muthurauga 
Mudaliar. It is, therefore, barred. 

The Chair suggests to the House that both these motions, the one 
moved by Mr. Muihuranga Mudaliar and the other moved by Dr. Deshmukh. 
be referred to one Select ('ommittee. The Chair supposes that is agreeable 
to the House. 

Several Honourable Members : Ves. 


ELEI^TICN (JE AlExMHEliS TO THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON 
AMENDMENTS TO STANDING ORDERS. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : I have to 
4 pm announce that nominations for the Select Committee 

on tlie amendments to Standing Orders of the Legis¬ 
lative A?5seiiibly will be received upto 12 Noon on Monday, the 16th 
September, and the election, if necessary, will, as usual, be held in the 
Secretary's Room in the Assembly Building on Thursday, the 19th 
September. 1935, between the hours of 10-30 a.nt. and 1 p.m. Under 
Standing Order 56 (2) of tlie f..egislative Assembly Standing Orders, the 
Committee will be composed of the President, the Deputy President and 
seven IMembers elected by tlie Assembly in accordance with the principle 
of proportional representation by means of the single transferable vote. 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Assembly 
will now adjourn till next Monday at 2-30 p.m. As His Excellency will 
address the Assembly in morning, time has to be allowed to make the 
necessary .irraiigementa. The Chair w^ould suggest to tJhe House that 
(luestions may be dispensed with on that day, otherwise sufficient time will 
not be left for the ordinary business of the day. Is that agreeable to the 
House f 

Mr. S. Satyamurti (Madras City : Non-Miiharamadan Urban) : No, 
Sir. Questions are important. We have heaps of questions, and we want 
to get through them this Session. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): There will be 
nothing else done. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Only one hour, Sir. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; Well, then, 
questions uill go on as usual. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Half Past Two of the Clock on 
Monday, tlie 16th September, 1935. 



LEaiST.ATTW5 AS8EAIBLY. 

Monday, 16th September, 1935. 


SPEECH DElilVERED TO THE COUNCIL OP STATE AND THE 

LEGISLATfVE ASSEMBLY BY IIIS EXCELLENCY THE 

VICEROY. 

Jfis E.\eellency the Viceroy having arrived in procession vnth the 
Presidents of the Council of State and the Legislative xVssenildy took 
his seat on the Dais at Eleven of the Clock. 

His Excellency the Viceroy : Gentlemen, once airain it is my 
privilege as Viceroy to address Honourable Members of bc^th Houses and to 
give a brief review of the general conditions affecting India, but before doing 
so, I wish to make a bri(‘f reference of a personal character. 

Before I shall have an op])ort unity of addressing you again, my Govern¬ 
ment will have said fare well to a valued colleague, and the Upper House to one 
of its most distinguished Members. Field-Marshal Sir Philip Chetwode’s 
term of office as Commander-in-Chicf has been one of the most eventful within 
living memory for the Army in India, and I cannot let this opportunity pass 
without paying my heartfelt tribute to the value of the outstanding services 
that he has rendered to India. 

In addressing the Members of the Legislative Assembly in January last 
I expressed the hope that local Governments and local committees would 
receive the support of all communities in celebrating the 25th anniversary 
of the accession of His Majesty the Iving-Emperor to the Throne, and that the 
princes and people of India would once more give proof of their devotion 
to the Crown and of their symp«athy for those in need by responding to my 
appeal on behalf of a fund to commemorate the occasion in an appropriate 
manner. I am glad to be able today to acknowledge how magnificently my 
expectations have been fulfilled. From every part of India my Government 
received reports of the genuine and spontaneous exhibitions of enthusiasm which 
accompanied the Jubilee celebrations not only in the larger towns but also in 
small and remote villages. The efforts of a few misguided people here and 
there to mar the occasion only served to show how few such persons were, 
and how out of S 5 rmpathy with the general spirit of the people of India, who 
everywhere were eager to show their loyalty and devotion to the Crown. The 
response to my appeal has been equally gratifpng and it is evidence of the 
generosity of the princes and people of India that the total collections for the 
Silver Jubilee fund amount to the splendid sum of over Rs. 125 lakhs. This 
result could not have been achieved without good organisation and much 
well-directed effort, and to all those, throughout the length and breadth ot the 
land, who have contributed in any way to the success of the Fund I accord 
my grateful thanks. It will, I am certain, be a cause of great satisfaction to 
His Majesty the King-Eigaperor to know that his Silver Jubilee will for all 
time be associated in India with so great an increase in the resources of institu¬ 
tions which bring relief to those in sickness and distress. 
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I now turn to Foreign Affairs. As regards Nepal, I would only say that 
1934 added still another year to the long tale of unbroken frieiidsliip and 
mutual confidence wliich arc traditional between India and this her only 
Asiatic neighbour within the Himalayan wall. 

In another frontier field there arc interesting developments to record. As 
the result of an agreement concluded with His Highness the ]\laharaja of 
Kashmir in March last, t he Civil and Military Administration of the trans-Indus 
portion of the GilgitWazarat was taken over by the Government of India on the 
1st of last month. The change, without diminishing the suzerain rights of His 
Highness, places undi\ ided local control in the hands of the Government 
of India on an important sector of the Indian frontier. lam ha})py to be in 
a position to assure the House that the reorganisation has been completed 
without additional expenditure to Indian revenues. 

Beyond the Gilgii frontier stands Binkiang m Chinese Tiiikestaii, tlie 
westernmost province of China. In this i^rovince the situation continues to be 
obscure and uncertain. My Government learnt with concern of the distress 
caused by the recent civil turmoil in this frituidly and important ProviinM^ and 
the eiisiiiag dislocation of the ancient commerce betsveen India and Cliiua by 
the Kaiakoram passes. The Indian traders in Sinkiaiig have unfortunately 
suffered much hardship and loss both to life and property, but there are signs 
that tlie efforts of His Majesty’s Consulate at Kashgar in their holjalf are 
bearing fruit. Indeed one of the most affecting tributes of loyalty to the 
King-lhiiperor caine from these very traders, who despite all hardships and 
losses in this distant land eombined to contribute a sum of several thousand 
rupees to His Majesty’s Silver Jubilee fund. Our sympathies are with the 
local Sinkiang authorities and witli the Central Chimso Government in their 
task of maintaining order and control, a matter of no little neighbourly 
concern to India. 

My Oovermnont have under active consideration the c|ucstion of the 
improvement of trade facilities betw'oon India and Afghanistan in the light of 
the report of the Trade Delegation wliich visited that country from India in 
tlie spiing of last year. In particular it is our desire, if possible, to devise 
means of lessening the difficulties to Indian trade created by the recent adop¬ 
tion by the Afghan Government of a State trade monopoly system. 

His Majesty’s Government and tlie Goveniment of India have special 
relations of long standing with the independent rulers of the States on the Arab 
Coast of the J^ersian Gulf and have accepted special responsibilities towards 
them. In order to strengthen these ties and in view of the fact that the Arab 
Coast has acquired a new and increasing importance as a result of the establish¬ 
ment of the Imperial Airways route on that coast and of recent commercial 
developments. His Majesty’s Goveinmeiit, with the concurrence of His 
Excellency the Shaikh of Bahrain, have now transferred to Bahrain their naval 
stations hitherto existing at Henjam and Basidu. His Highness the Sultan of 
Muscat, Their Excellencies the Shaiklis of Kuwait and Bahrain, and certain of 
the Trncial Coast Shaikhs have concluded agjcements with the British Govern¬ 
ment, which facilitate the passage of the aircraft which form a link of ever- 
increasing importance in the Empire chain of communications- a link in which 
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the Government of India have a vital interest. I shall always remember with 
pleasure my meetings with certain of the Arab rulers in the course of my recent 
journeys by air tJiroiigli their territories. Their loyalty to their ancient 
associations with the Biitisli (government and the Government of India was on 
that occasion expr(?ssod in the most marked maimer, and they may rest assured 
that no Viceroy in India can fail to have their interest at heart. 

The frontier province of Baluchistan has been the focus of world-wide 
sympathy on account of the terrible earthquake which, as Honourable Members 
are aware, recently overtcok the city of Quetta and the surrounding areas and 
which caused a loss of life and destruction of property probably unprece lented 
in the history of this country. The outstanding feature of the scene of suffering 
and devastation that followed this catastrophe was the prompt and effective 
manner in which the troops of the Qiw tta garrison - officers and men—were 
organised for relief and rescue work. I had the privilege of paying them all 
my personal tribute of admiration during my recent visit to Quetta. I now 
take this opportunity again of expressing on behalf of the Government of India 
and myself our heartfelt sympathy with all those who have suffered and our deep 
gratitude to those, including the. various relief organisations, who have spared 
no efforts to alleviate their suffering and losses ; and, in this connection, I wish 
particularly to bring publicly to your notice the magnificent work that was 
done by the ladies of Quetta for whose untiring and devottid service it is difficult 
to Hnd words of sufficient praise and appreciation. I must also make mention 
of the most generous way in which Local Governments, particularly of the 
Punjab, Bombay and the North-West Frontier Province, have responded to 
our appeal for help witli staff, money and medicial and other facilities and we 
are indebted to them and their offici/rs for the efficient organisations set up by 
them for the reception and relief of refugees. My very sincere thanks are also 
due for the generous and world-wide sympathy that has been shown in response 
to my appeal for funds. It is evident that the damage which has been caused 
amounts to several crores of rupees, and we shall need all the money we can 
collect if we are to be able effectively to relieve the thousands who have been 
rendered homeless and destitute. 

The problem of the delimitation of the undemarcated frontier between 
Burma and China to whicli 1 referred when I last addressed this House has 
advanced a stage nearer to solution. As the result of an agreement reached 
between His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom and the Govern¬ 
ment of India on the one hand and the Chinese Government on the other hand 
by an Exchange of Notes, a Joint Boundary Commission, with a neutral 
Chairman nominated by the League of Nations, has been appointed to deter¬ 
mine the southern section of the undemarcated boundary between Burma and 
Yunnan. The League has been fortunate in securing the services of Colonel 
Iselin of the Swiss Army as Chairman of the Commission. This officer has 
the experience of having successfully and impartially determined the frontier 
between Iraq and Syria, and is thus particularly weU qualified to preside over 
the labours of the Commission on the Indo-Chinese frontier. The Commission 
hopes to assemble by the 1st December next and start operations imme¬ 
diately. 

Whilst on the subject of Burma I would remind Honourable Members 
that when I addressed them in January last, I mentioned that the question of 
L217IiAI> a2 
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the trade relations between India and Burma after separation was the subject 
of conversations between my Government and the Government of Burma. 
These negotiations have now been concluded and the agreement which has been 
reached has been embodied in the Draft Orders in Council which were recently 
published for general information. These Draft Orders will in due course be laid 
before Parliament in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution Act, 
and it would y^erhaps be inappropriate at this stage to discuss them in any 
detail. I would, however, say that they represent the agreed opinions of my 
Government and of the Government of Burma as to the regime which is best 
calculated to create an atmosphere in which the two countries may, during the 
period of transition, soberly and dispassionately consider the problems of their 
future relations. 

I am aware of the deep interest which Honourable Members have consis¬ 
tently evinced, since the legislation of last year, in the position of Indians in 
Zanzibar. The general question is still the subject of discussion between the 
Secretary of State for India and the Secretary of State for the Colonies. The 
decision of the Secretary of State for the Colonies that, if specific cases of hard¬ 
ship alleged to have resulted from the operation of the Cloves Decrees, are 
brought locally to the notice of the Government of Zanzibar, they will be most 
carefully investigated by that Government and, if necessary, brought to the 
notice of the Secretary of State for the Colonies has already been announcjed. 
All that I can do at this stage is to assure Honourable Members of the unceasing 
vigilance and solicitude of my Government. 

Honourable Members will remember that in the course of my last address 
to the two Houses of the Central Legislature I referred to the outcome of Mr. 
Menon’s enquiiies regarding the probable eifects of the Marketing Bill, which 
had been gazetted in Kenya, on the interests of Indians. His report has since 
been published together with the comments of the Governors of Kenya, Uganda 
and Tanganyika. I also informed Honourable Members that in deference to 
the wishes of the Government of India the Kenya Government had agreed to 
defer progress with the Bill pending consideration of Mr. Mcnon’s report. It 
was not to be expected that legislation, which had already been announced on 
the lines of that existing in the sister territories of Uganda and Tanganyika, 
and of which the primary object was to improve methods of marketing, would 
be abandoned. The Government of India, therefore, bent their efforts to 
securing such amendments in the Bill as would reduce the hardships and remove 
the apprehensions of the Indian trading community in Kenya. The provision 
of the Bill which evoked the liveliest criticism was that relating to the grant of 
exclusive licences. It was feared that if, as was originally proposed, the 
Governor-in-Council was entitled to issue exclusive licences without reference to 
the Legislative Council, there would be neither sufficient publicity nor adequate 
opportunity for discussing the question whether the issue of such licences was 
necessary or justified. In order to meet this objection the Government of 
Kenya have inserted a provision in the Bill to the effect that the application 
of the principle of an ex( lusive licence to any particular tjrpe of produce shall be 
effected by motion in the Legislative Council after 14 days’ notice has been 
given. Apart from the question of exclusive licences, the chief anxiety of 
Indians was that the num]^ of buying centres might be unduly lestiictedi and 
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that they might be located at inconvenient distances from existing markets. 
In this respect the Uovernment of Kenya had agreed to give an assurance that 
all important markets existing at present would be declared as buying centres. 
It is understood that the Government of Kenya have gone further and have 
inserted an amendment in the Bill itself providing that trading centres will 
automatically be markets under the Ordinance. Certain subsi<liary amend¬ 
ments, such Jis the provision that reasons for the refusal to grant or renew a 
licence shall be recorded in writing, have also been effected. Above all a cate¬ 
gorical assurance has been given both by the Colonial Oifico and by the Govern¬ 
ment of Kenya that the Bill is not racial in its intention and will not be racial 
in its operation. These are imp(jrtaiit safeguards. As Honourable Members 
are aware, the Srcrctary of State for the Colonies has agreed that the Bill should 
not be brought into opeuation until he has had an opportunity of considering 
it as ])assed, if necessary, in consultation with the Secretary of State for India. 
The way is, therefore, still open to further representations by us, should these 
become necessary. 

A subject of considerable general interest and importance on which I should 
like to dwcdl is the activities of the Indian Research Fund Association. The 
Association depends for its activities primaiily on funds provided by Govern¬ 
ment. The Central Legislature is reprcscmtecl on its Governing Bocly by two 
mcmb'Us elected by the Legislative Assembly and one n'»eniber elected by the 
Council of State, but I am not sure whether the nature or extent of the work 
done by tlic As-ioeialion are widely known. This must be my excuse for re¬ 
ferring to the subject. 

I think I am correct in saying that the Association which was founded in 
1911 was the first organisation of its kind to be constituted in the British 
Empire ; the Medical Research Council in England was started only during the 
Great War. An increasing degree of public interest is being directed towards 
the graver diseases which afflict our country, such as malaria, kala-azar and 
chol(»ra. In kala-azar notable success has been achieved through investigations 
made by a special Commission appointed by the Association and through ancil¬ 
lary enquiries which it partly financed. As a result, this disease which at one 
time seemed so menacing a problem in the Eastern parts of India may now be 
said to have been brought definitely under control. Duiing more recent years 
tho problems associated with cholera have been receiving intensive study, and 
I am informed that there is considerable hope that the enquiries now being 
carried out will throw new light on many of the puzzling features of this for¬ 
midable epidemic disease. Malaria is a disease of more widespread incidence 
and presents more varied problems. I need hardly remind Honourable Mem¬ 
bers that it was an officer of the Indian Medical Service who discovered how the 
disease is transmitted and thereby pointed out the course of subsequent 
investigation. It is, therefore, in the fitness of things that India 
should continue to take a leading part in the investigation of 
malarial problems. The Malaria Survey of India organised by the 
Indian Research Fund Association has been at work for years past and 
has achieved notable results. As an illustration of its activities I may add 
that, at the moment, one of its parties is engaged in a survey of Quetta and its 
environments where malaria has been, and is, one of the major problems of 
public health. 
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All of us, perhaps, are familiar by now with the term “ deficiency disease 
and all that it connotes. The Research Fund Association has been for long 
cognisant of its fundamental importance and among its most notable achieve¬ 
ments are the researches in nutrition carried out in Coonoor by Sir Robert 
McCarrison who has earned a world-wide reputation and has brought credit 
to himself and to India. The results of researches carried out under the 
auspices of the Association are published from time to time in the Indian 
Journal of Medical Research and the Records of the Malaria Survey—publi¬ 
cations issued under its authority- but for the convenience of the general 
public non-technical articles are also issued periodically to the lay press. 

The account that I have given of the activities of the Association has had 
to be brief. It must not bo regarded as exhaustive. But if it should st'rve 
to focus interest on a branch of research which is of the utmost impoitanco 
to the welfare of the country, my object will have been served. For interest 
begets sympathy and sympathy encouragement. The lot of the research 
worker is often to miss both, because of the highly technical nature of his 
investigation and the comparative infrequency of dramatic discoveries. But 
these latter, when they come, arc the culmination of years of patient toil by 
men whose normal reward is only the satisfaction that comes of duty 
conscientiously done. Our more enlightened ago should at least lend them 
the encouragement of a public consciousness of the essentially cumulative 
character of scientific discovery. 

Honourable Members will be interested to hear of a recent decision taken 
by my Government about the disposal of our surplus stocks of quinine. 
Although Public Health is a transferred provincial subject, the Government 
of India decided, some time ago, that they should maintain a reserve of 150,000 
lbs. of this drug in order to meet possible emergencies. The recent distress¬ 
ing experience of Ceylon where the incidence of malaria on an unprecedented 
scale last year rapidly depicted locally available supplies has emphasised the 
wisdom cf this decision. The surplus to which I have referred represents 
the stock of quinine in the possession of the Government of India over and 
above this reserve. The question of its disposal has been engaging th(‘ atten¬ 
tion of my Government for some time past. Considering the constitutional 
position, w^e w’orc under no obligation to distribute it to Local Governmejits 
below the prevailing market rates. Nevertheless in 1932 Local Goveinmeuts 
were ofTered supplies, in addition to their normal annual requirements, at a price 
lower than the cost of production, so that they may be enabled to extend 
quininisation ” of the people at a smaller cost than w^ould be incurred if these 
additional requirements wwc obtained at current market prices. This scheme 
fell through mainly because Local Governments found themselves unable to 
buy the entire surplus stock with sufficient rapidity even at the reduced price. 
The Government of India then endeavoured, with the full consent of past 
Public Accounts Committees, to sell this surplus to trade agencies, not witli a 
view to financial profit but in order to convert into cash a commodity for which 
there was no effective official demand and thus make available funds that might 
be utilised for some useful purpose of public benefit. These efforts not having 
met with appreciable success, it was decided recently to distribute 45,CC0 lbs. 
free to Local Governments subject to the condition that this amount will 
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be distributed free over and above the quantities which Local Governments 
may now be distributing at their expense. Thcj amount which is proposed 
to be distributed comes to more than half the available surplus, which at 
the end of June last was oiily 79,000 lbs. and represents, at the current market 
price of quinine, a gift of Tls. ]0 lakhs to the provinces. It is liopcd that the 
bulk of this will reach th(^ masses in the rural areas and supplement, in the 
field of public health, tlie assistance that the contribution of one crore 
announced by tlie Honourable the Finance Member during his last budget 
speech was designed to provide Iowa ids rural reconstruction. 

You will, I think, expect me to make some mention of a matter wliich, 
particularly at the present time, js of great public interest. 1 refer to India’s 
foreign trade. Nine months ago I ventured to express some degree of cautious 
optimism in spite of the disabiliti€\s under which internalir>nal trade was 
then lahoiuing. It is a matter for regret that work! cort’itions still show 
little sign of the long awaited recovery. On the contrary, yet another of 
our moat inipoi-tant markets, namely, Italy, has been obliged to impose a 
system of drastic control over imports, in orcier to protect her foreign cxchaiige 
position. Neverlheless. I feel that T am justified, f-o fiir as India is concerned, 
in repeating that note of optimism. India’s exports of merchandise for the 
first four months of the present trade year show an increase of more than 
4j crorcs over the figures for the corresponding period of 1933, and 
though they show a comparatively small increase of 1.^ lakhs over last 
year^s total, it must be remembered that 1934 was marked by exceptional 
purchases of raw cotton by Japan. On this one head of our trade accounts 
alone, namely, cotton purcJiasc by Japan, there has been a decrease of over 
3^ crores in the present year. Omitting this exceptional item, India’s 
export trade iu other commodities has improved by 3 crores in compari¬ 
son with last year. Honourable Members may be interested mere particu¬ 
larly in tlie results of our trading with Germany and Italy—countries 
in which the most stringent, measures of control have been imposed. 
In the case of Germany our information is based on tlie reports of 
our Trade Commissioner in Hamburg, who has made a criticjal examina¬ 
tion of the German import statistics. Mr. Gupta informs us that in 
the last quaitcr of 1934 the balance of trade was against India-to the 
extent of 2\ per cent. In the first quarter ofl93i)tlio balance was even, 
showing an exchange of goods valued at 2() Tuilliou Uciclismarks. For the 
second quarter of 1935 the balance has again swung in India’s favour and 
Germany has imj)orto(l from India goods valued at 31 million Rcichsmarics 
against exports to India of 24 million only. Again, in the case of Italy, contrary 
to what might have been expected from the new and stringent system of import 
control, our exports in the first four months of this year have, fallen off by 6 
per cent. only. 

I quote these figures in no spirit of complacency. My Governmeat arc fully 
alive to the dangers with which the course of international trade is now beset 
and they will continue to watch the situation with the most anxious care. 

Before I leave this subject, may I bring one circumstance to the notice of 
those who may have found little consolation in a comparison of the trade 
figures of pre-depression years with those of the present day ? I would ask 
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them to remember that"world prices of primary commodities have fallen some 
45 per cent, since 1929, and that values in themselves are no true index to the 
variation in the quantum of trade. 

I turn now to certain industrial matters of interest. The coal industry in 
particular has been prominent in our thoughts in recent months. You will, 
I am sure, share my deep regret at the two tragic mining disasters which recent¬ 
ly occurred withiii a month of each other and in which 81 persons in all lost their 
lives. The second of tliese accidents was, with one exception, the worst min¬ 
ing disaster that has occurred in India. In spite of all that care and foresight 
can do, mining remains in every country in the world a dangerous occupation, 
and our record in India in this matter hitherto has been comparatively good. 
These two last disasters have each been referred for investigation to Statu¬ 
tory Courts of Enquiry by the Government of Bihar and Orissa, and I do not, 
therefore, desire to comment further upon them except to say that I trust that 
the results of the Courts’ investigations will be to indicate some steps by which 
the risk of the recurrence of such events can be mininised. 

I noted with pleasure the passing at your last Session of the Mines 
(Amendment) Act which will reduce the hours of labour, will give further pro¬ 
tection to children and will effect a number of other reforms. It will come into 
force in a fortnight’s time, and I hope that it will prove effective in increasing 
the welfare and efficiency of the miners. 

As most of you are probably aware we have now constituted within the 
Government of India a Bureau of Industrial Intelligence and Research, and the 
Advisory Council for this subjec t held recently its first meeting in Simla. I am 
glad to say that we have secured the co-operation of the Provincial Govern¬ 
ments, of the leading States and of prominent non-officials on this Council. 
We have started on a small scale, but it is hardly necessary for me to emphasise 
the iiKueasing importance of industrial research and intelligence for the advance¬ 
ment of industry. It is my hope that, as this work develops, it may prove 
of substantial assistance to Indian industrialists and particularly to those who, 
by reason of the small scab* on which they w^ork, arc unable to undertake 
research for themselves or, in present conditions, to avail themselves of ade¬ 
quate expert advice. 

Civil Aviation is a subject which will, during the next few years, force 
itself increasingly upon us all. You will remember that about a year ago we 
undertook an important programme of development, designed primarily to 
bring the main Trans-India route and certain internal routes into line with 
modern ideas. In order to ensure the close co-operation required between the 
Civil Aviation experts and the engineers, we have formed a special Civil Avia¬ 
tion Circle in the Central I’ublic Works Department to carry out the programme 
directly. The estimated cost of the works was Rs. 92-67 lakhs and you will be 
interested to hear that orders have already been placed for hangars at a total 
cost of Rs. 16 lakhs and for lighting equipment at a cost of approximately 
Rs. 9J lakhs. Progress with works for which special surveys have to be made 
will naturally be rather slower, but the outlines of the programme as a whole 
are being filled in. We are now faced with the introduction of regular night 
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flying and with a greatly increased intensity of the Trans-India services. These 
changes will involve certain important adjustments within the original pro¬ 
gramme, and I hope that our ground organisation will be developed fast enough 
to meet the demands of the air. 

A less spectacular but not less useful branch of official activity is the 
administration of the Road Fund. Your Resolutions of April, 19.U, prolonged 
the life of the Road Account indefinitely and made it possible for the »Standing 
Committee on Roads to take a longer and perhaps a more generous view in 
dealing with the demands of the Provinces. A special contribution of Rs. 40 
lakhs to the reserve in the Account was a most welcome addition to the sum 
available for distribution, and in March last the Stariding Committee was 
able to approve in general outline the distribution of approximately Rs. 118 
lakhs from tlie reserve, this sum representing resources actually in hand plus 
the additional resources likely to accrue during t.ie execution of the works. 
We have not forgotten the Provinces which are mo^t i)i need of lielp for road 
development, and the scheme approved by the Committee allows for grants 
of Rs. 25 lakhs and Rs. 12J lakhs to Assam and Bihar and Orissa, respectively. 
The needs of the new Provinces of Orissa and Sind will be specially considered; 
surveys are in progress in Orissa and will shortly be undertaken in Sind. 

You are aware that for some time past my Government have been giving 
attention to the development of broadcasting. At the last Session of the 
Legislative Assembly a fund of Rs. 20 lakhs was created for this purpose, and 
we are now considering to which of our many needs this fund should be de¬ 
voted. We are already erecting a large transmitting station in Delhi to broad¬ 
cast programmes in English and in Urdu. This station will, 1 hope, be ready 
for use before the (md of this year. A large transmitting station at Madras 
will certainly be ncieded and we hope to iiistal new and powerful transmitters 
at the existing stations at Calcutta and Bombay. Whether it will be possible 
within the resources now at our disposal to instal four relay receivers and two 
short-wave stations to complete a broadcasting framework for India as a whole, 
I cannot yet say. A more detailed investigation of costs will be made during 
tlic coming winter, and a definite sclieme for the expenditure of the sum in¬ 
cluded in the fund will then be prepared. 

[t is a matter of great disappointment to me that tlic improvement in 
railway earnings, which was so welcome a feature of the previous year, has 
suffenMl a set-back during the current year, though I hope it is only 
temporary. Till the middle of August railway earnings have been 
about half a crore below those of last year, and unless there is a change for the 
better soon the position of Indian railways will again become serious. I can 
only add at present that my Government are fully alive to the gravity of the 
situation and arc in consultation with those responsible for the administration 
of Indian railways in order that whatever steps are possible may be taken to 
improve their net earnings. 

This year has seen an important step forward in the development of the 
financial organisation of India. On the 1st of April last the Reserve Bank 
of India came into existence and assumed responsibility for the management of 
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the currency and exchange, and for making the sterling remittances of the 
Government of India. The Gold Standard lleserve and tb^ Paper Currency 
Reserve were on that date amalgamated and transferred to the control of the 
Bank. The Bank is at present continuing to issue Government of India cur¬ 
rency notes in the form with which the public is familiar. In due course these 
will be replaced by the Bank’s own notes. The Bank di<l not assume its full 
responsibilities as head of the credit organisation of India until the beginning of 
July when the scheduled banks were required to make their deposits. From 
that date tlic Reserve Bank became a central bank in the full meaning of the 
term and on 4th .July declared its bank rate for the first time. 

In March last the L<*gislature approved of the proposal that out of last year’s 
revenue surplus a sum of Rs. 113 lakhs should be distributed to the Provinces for 
the purpose of improving the conditions of lifii in the villages. This action, I am 
glad to say, has been universally welcomed throughout India. Rs. 15 lakhs of 
this grant were set apart for assisting the co-operative movement. The Local 
Governments were invited to inakt' recommendations as to the most profitable 
use to which the balance could be put, and their proposals have been scrutinised 
by the Government of India before their approval was accorded. A statement 
has recently been laid on the table of this House which show's the objects to 
which the money is being devoted. The objects are various, since they are 
adjusted to the needs of the diderent parts of the country. Out of the total 
grant, over Rs. 25 lakhs will be spent on village water-supply and irrigation, 
nearly Rs. 19 lakhs on schemes for general improvement in the villages, Rs. 12 
lakhs on the improvement of village roads, and Rs. 10 lakhs on sanitation and 
medical work. A sign of the times is that in certain Provinces money will be 
spent on arrangements for broadcasting instruction and entertainment in the 
villages. My hope is that this grant will prove the beginning of a steady advance 
througliout India in improving the conditions of life in the villages in which 
nine-tenths of the population live. 

Since 1 last addressed you the Government of In^ia Bill has received the 
Royal Assent and has become the Government of India Act, 1035. A great 
and dilTumlt task has thus been completed by Parliament, after an expression, 
direct or indirect, of the view's of all .s(»ctions of the peoples of British India 
and prolonged consultation with the Princes of India. Hero und in Kngland 
views of every nature, extreme (»r moderate, advanced or conservative, have 
been expressed. AVe hav(j nil sought to obtain this provision or that in the 
Constitution and w'(* have all sometimes succeeded and sometimes failed. It is 
the business of meri of practical wisdom now to forget the. individual issues 
upon wduch opinion has difTen'd and to considt^r the sum and substance of our 
total achievement. On sueh a consideration we must, I think, conclude that 
the gain to India is great. 

I do not, thert.fon*, on tliis occasion desire to invite your attention to any of 
the particular provisions of the Act, but I w'ould ask you to consider two broad 
features of the noAv Constitution and desire to give you, if I may, one word of 
advice. 

It is a matter of great satisfaction to me that during my Viceroyalty there 
has been made possible a consummation which many of the great rulers of India 
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through the ages desired to see but did not see and which was hardly in sight 
when I myself took office over four yeiirs ago. I mean that the Act for the 
first time in the history of India consolidates the whole of India, State and 
British, for purposes of common concern under a single Government. India for 
the first time can become one great country. 

The second broad feature, in contrast with the existing Constitution, is that 
the Governments of India under the nevvr Constitution will draw their authority 
by direct devolution from the Crown just as Dominion Governments do. They 
will cease to be agents and will stand forth as full political and juristic personali¬ 
ties exercising the functions of His Majesty. 

The first feature to which I have refin-red is the con?5unimatiun of age-long 
efforts, not only of the British Government but of all gn‘at Rulers ui India from 
Asoka onwards. The second feature is the n(M t*ssary preliminary and best 
augury for the full attainment by India of the poliiieal character which the 
most developed of Kis Majesty’s dominions enjoy. 

My experience of India now extends over two decades, and I have also had 
no inconsiderable experience of the theory and practice of political life in other 
parts of the British Empire. It is out of that long and full experience and out of 
the genuine sympathy which 1 have ever felt for India’s political aspira¬ 
tions that I give you this word of sincere advice. Nothing is to be gained 
by working the Constitution in a spirit of mere destruction or by 
the abandonment of constitutional methods. The now Constitution con* 
tains within it great potentialities of development. Everything is to be 
gained by taking up the new proffered role of a consolidated India and a 
full political personality and by developing the Constitution till it, in 
due season, sheds those limitations and restrictions which have been designed 
for the period of its growth. The abandonment of constitutional methods has 
never led us anywhere in the past and will never lead us anywhere in the 
future. 

It will not be my task to introduce the new Constitution, nor to join with 
yon in its constitutional and, f trust, harmonious development. I shall hand 
over t hat task to one who comes eqiupped with great technical knowledge of our 
new (institution, for he has himself been a builder in the construction of your 
policy, one who will I know biing to the service of the Crown here the fullest 
sympathy with your aspirations and ideals. I feel the greatest confidence 
that, when he conu s to the stage ^hich 1 have now reached in my life here as 
Viceroy he will look back on a period fraught with great good to the fortunes 
of India, enriched by the same kindliness which you will assuredly accord to 
him as you have so generously accorded to me. 

Your thoughts are no doubt occupied, as mine are, by fort'casts of the 
steps by which and at which the new Constitution will be brought into opera¬ 
tion. Jt is impossible for me at this stage to give any indication of precise dates. 
But, as you are no doubt aware, all branches of my Government and all the Pro¬ 
vincial Governments in India are actively and industriously engaged on the 
problems which must be solved before the new Constitutions in Provinces and 
at the Centre can be introduced. We shall spare no efforts which will enable us 
to introduce the new order of things at the earliest possible date. 
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In conformity with this intention, the Committee appointed by His 
Majesty’s Government to report on the delimitation of constituencies and 
connected problems will assemble in Simla before the end of the present month, 
that is within two months of the date of the Royal Assent. We have secured 
as the Chairman of that Committee an electoral authority of great eminence in 
Sir Laurie Hammond, wdiile with him will be associated two Indian members 
whose experience as High Court Judges ensures that judicial outlook and 
strict impartiality which are so essential. The problems which face the 
Committee are of great complexity, but 1 am confident that they will prove 
equal to the task. 

In conclusion 1 wish to make an appeal, which is not new, but which is 
uppermost in my mind at the present time. No system of Parliamentary 
Government can be expected to work successfully and for the benefit of the 
people as a whole without the existence of a spirit of accommodation and a 
willingness on the part of all sections of the people to prefer the wider interests 
of the whole body-politic to the narrower interests of their own particular 
section. As I said not long ago in a speech at Allahabad, the shadow of 
communal strife is hanging at this time over India. It is a shadow of evil 
portent and a cause of constant anxiety not only to all Governments in India 
but to all thoughtful and responsible people. If India is to enter on her new 
Constitution in conditions favourable to itvS successful development, that 
shadow must be dispelled and I would appeal to all those who love this country 
and desire to see it well governed by its own people to show a spirit of tolerance 
and goodwill and to work for the creation of grtiatcr friendliness among all 
communities. 

On Thursday last the Legislative Assembly to the regret of my Govern¬ 
ment and myself refused by a majority to take into consideration the Bill to give 
permanence to the Indian Press (Emergency Power’s) Act, 1931, and to certain 
provisions of the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1932. I had hoped that the 
Assembly would share with Government the responsibility for this measure. 
Their refusal to do so has transferred the responsibility to me and after taking 
time to consider all the implications of action or inaction on ray part 1 have 
decided, in discharge of my responsibility for the safety, trancpiillity and 
interests of British India, to give the Assembly an opportunity to reconsider 
their decision, and the Bill will be brought before that House again in a recom¬ 
mended form. The arguments for and against the Bill have already been 
discussed at great length on the floor of the Legislative Assembly, and I shall, 
therefore, state as biiefly as possible my own reasons for considering the passage 
of the Bill to be essential. We are on the eve of important changes in the Consti¬ 
tution of India. AVithin the next two years the primary responsibility for the 
maintenance of peace and good government in the Provinces will be transferred 
to Ministries "responsible to the Legislatures. I consider it my imperative 
duty to use such powers as I possess to secure that that transfer takes place 
in the most favourable conditions possible to the stability and success of these 
new Governments. Dangerous subversive movements are still active in the 
country. Communal unrest as I have already said is unfortunately a more 
serious danger than for many years past. The experience of all Local Govern¬ 
ments has been that the provisions of this Bill give them powers which are 
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^ective in keeping these movements in check and in preventing the publica¬ 
tion of incitements to communal dissension. They are unanimous in consider¬ 
ing the retention of these powers essential. I am myself satisfied that they 
are right and that I would be failing in my duty if I did not use my special 
powers to secure that these Governments have these powers during the re¬ 
mainder of the present Constitution and that the new Governments shall 
also have them when they take over the reins of Government. 

And now I leave you, Gentlemen, to continue your labours of this present 
Session, and I do so with full confidence that you will continue to maintain the 
traditions and dignity which have always characterised the proceedings of both 
our Legislative Chambers. (Loud and Prolonged Applause.) 
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The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Half Past Two of 
the Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim) in tho 
Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Inconveniences to Passengers at Raja-ki-Mandi Railway Station in 

Agra. 

:j 72. ’"Pandit Sri B^rishna Dntta Paliwal: (a) Is in .i fact that 
Raja-Ki Maiidi railway station in Agra, on the Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway line, is the only station in the heart of the city 1 

(h) Is it also a fact that even mail trains stop there ! 

(c) Is it further a fact that the platform at that station is very low f 

(d) Wiiat is the stoppage of trains at the above station t 

<c) Are Government aware that most of the Agra passengers are 
put to great inconvenience on account of the lowness of the platform 
and short stoppage i If so, what steps, if any, tlo Government pro¬ 
pose to take to remove these inconveniences ? 

Mr. P. E. Ran ; (a) and {b). Yes. 

(c) The down platform is one foot and the up platform eleven inches 
above rail level. 

(d) Two trains stop for two minutes each, six stop for three minutes 
each, two for five minutes each, one for eight minutes and one for ten 
minutes. 

(e) I am bringing the Honourable Member’s suggestion to llie notice 
of llic Agent, Great Indian Peninsula Railway, for consideration. 

Non-Existence op TjAbels on Coolies tnuicattno Luooaoe Fare at the 

Aora Fort Railway Station. 

373. ’’■Pandit Sri Krishna Dutta Paliwal: {a) Is it a fact that 
the coolies at both (East Indian Railway and Bombay, Bxroda and Central 
India U.iilway) the Fort Stations in Agra wear no label indicating their 
luggage fare 1 

(Zi) Are Government aw'arc that passenger.s are imt to great in- 
convcnieuci* on account of the non-existence of the labels indicating 
luggage fare ■ If so, what steps do Government propose lo take to 
remove this inconvenience to the travelling public 1 

M, P. R. Ran : {a) There is only one Agra Fort station which is 

worked by the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway. I understand 
that the coolies at that station wear no such label. 

(b) The Agent has reported that the inconvenience has not been 
brouglit to bis notice. He has been asked to consider the desirability of 
arranging for such labels. 

Want op a Bridge at the Railway Crossing near the Agra Cantonment 
Station on the Agra-.Toonar Road. 

374. *Pandit Sri Krishim Dutta Paliwal: (a) Is it .i fact that 
there is no bridge at the railway crossing near the Agra Cantt. Station 
of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway on the Agra-Jognar Road Line f 
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(b) Is it also a fact that people are put to great hardship on account 
of the above fact 1 

(f t Have Government received any reprcseatalious fiom public 
asking them to construct a bridge there t 

(d) 'Will Government be pleased to lay those repr‘s^ntations on the 
table of ibis House and also state the date of each representation together 
with the step.s taken on them ? 

(o) Have any complaints been lodged or legal steps taken by any 
member of the public against the railway authorities in connection with 
the lianlsliiji ? If so, when, by whom, and with what results ? 

(f) What steps do Government propose to take to remove this hard- 
s’.iip ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : Enquiries are being made from the liaihvay Adminis¬ 
tration and a reply will be laid on the table in due course. 

Exemption of Disabiiatv Pensions prom the Income-tax. 

a?.). *Pandit Sri Krishna Dntta Paliwal: Is it i tact tliat disability 
pensions are exempt fi-om the ineome-tax ? If so, to what extent ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : Yes, pensions granted to members of His Majesty’s 
Naval, MiliUir.v or Air Forces, British or Indian, or of the Auxiliary 
Force, India, or of the Indian Territorial Force, or of the Royal Indian 
Marine, who have been invalided from service with such forces on 
aeeoiint of bodily disability attributable tw, or aggravated by, such 
service are totally exempt from income-tax. 

Doubue D1.SABIMTY War Pension Gases. 

376. =*Pandit Sri Krishna Dutta Paliwal: ''•G Is it a f.-ud thal the 
pension of an ofReer, suffering from double disability, one due to service 
in the Great War, and the other due to post war service, shall be specially 
assessed, vide paragraphs 40 and 81 of the Pension Regulations, India t 

(b) Is it a fact that the j'ost war service in Cantonments in India 
is ineluded in the term “ Post War sersuce ” ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : (a) and (6). Yes. 

Propaganda against India through Films like “ Bengali ” and “ India 
Speaks ” in Europe and America. 

377. ’'Dr. P. N. Banerjea : Will Government 00 pleased to state 
what steps have been taken to prevent the spread of false propaganda 
against India through scandalous films like ‘ Bengali ’ and ‘ India Speaks ’ 
in Europe and America ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : As I stated in reply to questions 
oil March 27th last, the Government of India addressed the Secretary 
of State in this matter, pointing out that censorship in India is conducted 
so as to exclude from exhibition films which are calculati'd to wound 
the susceptibilities of any foreign nation and that, for that reason, the 
Ooveminent of India were of opinion that India should be accorded 
reciprocal treatment in this matter whenever necessary. We have since 
heard from the Secretary of State that there is no ofilcial censorship 
on films in America, but there is an unofficial arrangement whereby 
producing companies in Hollywood do, in their own interests, make a 
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practice of seeking advice on the suitability for Empire audiences of 
films which they propose to produce. This is in the interests of the 
companies themselves because the Empire market is a very valuable 
one. It is Jiiosl unfortunate that this arrangement did not prevent the 
production of the offensive parts of the two films mentioned by the 
llonourable Member. But the Government of India have been in¬ 
formed 1])al the producers of the film “ India Speaks ” have taken to 
heart the advo-sc reception of that film both in America and elsewliere 
and its ban by the British Board of Censors, whose lead is usually 
followed by censors in other parts of the Empire, and will be reluctant 
to allow any similar films to be released in future. As it was believed 
that the film was no longer being produced and as there is no official 
cen.sorship in America llis Majesty’s Government felt that no useful 
purpose would be served by making representations to tlie Goveniment 
of the United States of America. 

2. The film “ Bengali ” is reported to be the same as the film “ The 
Lives of u Bengal Lancer ” which has been exhibited in many places 
in India without objection. Certain portions of the film were excised 
by the Madras and Bombay Boards of Censors and, as a result of re¬ 
presentations made by His Majesty’s Government, the publishers of the 
film agreed to excise some portions from the copies of the film issued 
for exhibition in England. The copy shown in Vicuna, to which 
references were made in the Indian Press, seems to have been an original 
cop}’’ and, by the time that the representation made by His Majesty’s 
Govermaent reached His Majesty’s Ambassador in Austria, the film 
W'as id the end of its run in Vienna and the Ambassador thought that it 
w'ould tlu'i. bo neither advisable nor appropriate to make any repre¬ 
sentation to the Austrian Government. 

3. I .should like to assure the House that the Government of India 
share the re.scntment of Honourable Members against Uie exhibition of 
films picturing India in an unfavourable light. They hope that the 
arrangement at Hollywood will in future prevent the production of such 
films at rhat i)]ace and they will take such steps as are possible to stop 
the exhibition of any such films both in India and elsew’hero whenever 
they come to notice. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea : Are Government aware that a third film en¬ 
titled “ Everybody Loves Music ” has recently been exhibited in which 
Mahalm.u Gandhi has been depicted as dancing with a European 
woman 1 

The Honourable Sir Henry Graik : I have not heard of it. Where 

was it exhibited t 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea *. In America, produced most probably by the 
“ American Company ”. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : If the Honourable Member will 
kindly give me details, I will make enquiries. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea ; Will Government consider the desirability of 
hannittg all “ American Company ” films if our representation.'] do not 
hear fruit t 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik: I do not think that arises. Onr 
representations have so far proved fruitful. The Honourable Member 
means banning of entry of all American films into India t 
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Dr. P.. N. Banerjea: American films issued by this Company, the 
American Company, which issued “ India Speaks ”, ” Bengali ” and 
the third film. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : They are all of the same 
company t 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea : Yes, this particular company,—the ” American 
Company 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik: I will consider it. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Is the Ilonourable Member aware of the fact 
that a new film is projected which is supported by missionaries in this 
country, depicting the scandalous habits of the people, the disgtacelul 
religions of the people t May I ask the Honourable Member if he will 
be good enough to make enquiries t I am obliged to the Honourable 
Member for the full and sympathetic answer he has given. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : 1 am not aware of that. Is it 
the Honourable Member’s point that the film is being manufactured in 
India 1 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Outside India, but supported by the missiona¬ 
ries ill this country. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : If the Honourable Member will 
give me full details, 1 will make an enquiry. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Will the Ilonourable Member 
be pleased to state whether there is no law by which objectionable film 
or picture can bo banned in America ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : We have made enquiries, aud 
wo are told that there is no official censorship there. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Apart from official censorship, 
if an obscene picture is put on boards, is there no law by which that 
film can bo b.^nned f 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I am not sure about the American 
law, but I understand that there is no official ceusorsliip. All that 
hajipens is that Hollywood producing firms regularly cun.'.ult our Consul 
at Los Angelos or somewhere and take his advice as to the suitability 
of films for British Empire audiences. 

Mr. M. Ananthasajranam Ayyangar : What does the American Qot- 
ernment themselves do in case they desire to prohibit any picture on 
political or moral grounds ? Is there any method whereby they can do 
this ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : As far as I know, there is no 
eensorship at all. 

Indians ehfloyed in, and India’s Contbibution towards, the League 

or Nations. 

378. ’•'Dr. P, N. Banerjea : Will Government be pleased to state ; 
(a) the number of Indians employed in the different departments 
of the League of Nations during the recent years ; and 
(5) the amount of annual contribution made by India to the 
League of Nations as cotnpared to the contributions of other 
countries f 

L217LAD » 
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The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : (a) During recent yearo the 
number of permanent Indian employees has been seven. The number 
has recently been reduced to six by the death of .Mr. Chatterjee, in 
whose place, however, another Indian will, it is believed, be appointed. 
There are also understood to be about three temporary Indian employees, 
but temporary employees are not shown in the staff lists. 

(6) The Honourable Member will find complete information on pages 
1264-1265 of the League of Nations Official Journal, 15lh Year, No. 10 
^Part 11) of October, 1934, a copy of which is in the Library. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea : With regard to clause (a), what is the number 
of Britishers employed in Ihe office of the League of Nations ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar ; I have given a complete list 
twice in answer to questions since I came into this House. All the 
names and nationalities will be found in the pages of the list 1 have 
referred to. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea : Has the attention of ilic (lovernmeiit been drawn 
to the speech of Ilis Highness the Aga Khan in which he declared that 
Indian criticism of the League was gi-owing and complained of the 
League’s lack of universality, want of representation of Indians on it 
and also the magnitude of the contribution made by India to the Leau^iie 
of Nations f 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I have nut seen it, Sir. 
Selection of Delegates to the Session of the League of Nations. 

379. *Dr. P. N. Banerjea : (a) Will Qoveriunent be pleased to state 
the method so far adopted in selecting delegates to the sessions of the 
League of Nations ? 

(0) Are Government prepared to consider the desirability of select¬ 
ing delegates in future on the recommendation of this House 1 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar ; (a) The delegates arc ap¬ 
pointed by the Secretary of State acting in consultation with the Gov¬ 
ernment of India. 

(b) No. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea ; Is it not a fact that the ropre.sentatives of otlier 
Governments are also representatives of the Legislatures of those coun¬ 
tries ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar ; I do not believe that is cor¬ 
rect, but I have not got full information. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea : Will there be any harm if the Assembly be con¬ 
sulted at the time of sending the delegates ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : The difficulty Is that the 
delegate who goes there is supposed to represent the views of Ihe Gov¬ 
ernment of India and not the views of this House. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Is it the postulate of Government that the Gov¬ 
ernment and this House can never agree, and whoever the House elects 
is bound to have an opinion different from the Government. Cannot 
the Government make an honest attempt to agree with ns in this 
matter f 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : He may have, but he mav not 

have. 
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Mr. 8. Satyamurti : May I ask tke reason why Government refi^ 
to consider the desirability of selecting delegates in consultation with 
this House ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Because he may not have the 
same opinion as the Government of India. 

1&. S. Satyamurti : May I take it that this House ought to have no 
representative on the League of Nations, but the Government alone 
should select him 1 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : That is an inference that the 
Honourable Member is entitled to draw, though I do not agree. 

Mr, S. Satyamurti : Is this House to be treated not as a part., but 
as an excrescence of the Government of India f 

(No answer.) 

Amount collecteo under the Salt (Additional Import Dutv) Act in 

Bengal. 

380. *Dr. P. N. Banerjea : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(а) the total amount collected under the Salt Duty (Additional) 

Act in Bengal from the commencement up to the end of the 
financial year 1933-34 ; 

(б) the amount made over to the Government ol* Bengal ; and 
(r) the amount spent by the Government of Bengal for the resus¬ 
citation of the salt industry in Bengal t 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : (a) Its. 25,02,518. 

(/)) 13,52,700. 

(iO 1 would refer the Honourable Member to the reply that I gave 
to Mr. S. C. Mitra^s (piestion No. 645 on the 20th August, 1934. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea : Have the Government of India asked the Gov¬ 
ernment of Bengal wliy they have not spent the money for legitimate 
purposes 1 Is this not a misa]»plication of public funds ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : (-ertainly not. If the Honour¬ 
able Member will refer to the question to which I have given him a 
reference, he will see quite clearly that the Government of Bengal nave 
not misapplied the money. 

Terms of Reference of the Income-tax Enquiry Committee. 

381. *Dr. P. N. Banerjea : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
the terms of reference under which a committee has recently been ap¬ 
pointed to investigate the existing system of income-tax administration 1 

(b) Do Government intend to invite the opinions of public bodies 
and individuals interested in the matter t 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : 1 would refer the Honourable 
Member to my remarks on these points in the Report of the Proceedings 
of the Assembly for the 4th of April last, (Page 3667.) 

Dr. P. N. Banerjea : What were those remarks f 

Tbe Honourable Sir James Grigg : 1 cannot repeat them at length. 

Dr. V. N. Banerjea : Will the Legislative Assembly be asked to 
oEpfuss an opinion on the Boport t 

L217LAD b2 
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The Honourable Sir Janes Origgr: I cannot say. When the report 
lis made, I will consider the question of publication and placing it before 
the Assembly. 

Acceleration op the Suburban Services on the East Indian and Eastern 

Bengal Railways. 

382. ’*'Dr. P. N. Banerjea : Are GovcrnnieTit prepared to consider 
the desirability of accelerating the suburban services on the East Indian 
unci Eastern Bengal Railways i 

Mr. P. R. Rau : The average time table speed of suburban trains 
on the Eastern Bengal Railway is 21.7 miles per hour and cannot be 
considered unsatisfactory compared with the electrically operated sub¬ 
urban services on the Bombay, Baroda and Central India and Great 
Indian Peninsula Railways whose average time table speeds are 23.3 and 
22 miles per hour, respectively. 

On the East Indian Railway the average time table speed of sub¬ 
urban trains is 19.4 miles per hour : the lower speed being due to the 
engineering restrictions necessary on account of relaying, reconstruction 
of bridges and the entire alteration and modernising of Ihe method of 
signalling trains in and out of Howrah station. These works are being 
undertaken in order to speed up the service. 

I am conveying the Honourable Member^s suggestion to the Agents 
of the\se two Railways for consideration. 

Recruitment in the Subordinate Postal Service. 

383. ^'Mr. Suryya Kumar Som : (a) Is it a f:iet that recruitment 
to the subordinate Postal service is to be made according to the Revenue 
Division basis ? 

(b) Is it a fact that an exception has been made with regard to such 
recruitment in cities like Calcutta and Bombay f 

(r.) Is it a fact that recruitment in Calcutta is not to l)e confined 
only to the Presidency Revenue Division wherein it is situated f 

(d) Is it a fact that according to the orders, recruitment in Calcutta 
is to be made also from the Revenue Divisions adjacent to the Presidency 
Revenue Division ? 

(e) Are Government aware that Mr. M. D. Pasricha, late Postmaster- 
General, Bengal and Assam Circle, interpreted the said orders that as 
(^aJeutta is situated within the Presidency Revenue Division, with refer¬ 
ence to appointment in Calcutta, Revenue Divisions adjacent to Presi¬ 
dency Revenue Division, such as Rajshahi, Dacca, and Burdwan, should be 
considered adjacent Revenue Divisions t 

(/) Do not the Government approve of this interpretation of the 
then Postmaster-General, Bengal and Assam Circle ? If not, are Govern¬ 
ment aware that there is no such Revenue Division as Calcutta Revenue 
Division and that Calcutta is within the Presidency Revenue Division T 

(g) Do Government propose to consider the advisability of revising 
the orders of the present Postmaster-General, Bengal and Assam, who has 
interpreted the orders of the Director-General of the year 1926 that 
Calcutta City is a Revenue Division by itself and that Revenue Divisions 
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adjacent to Calcutta City alone are to be considered as adjacent Revenue 
Divisioiis in connection with appointments in Calcutta Rosts and Tele¬ 
graph ofiees 1 

(h) Is it a fact that Calcutta being the capital city of Bengal, all 
the districts of Bengal contribute to its develoi)riicnt, and if so, do Gov¬ 
ernment propose to consider the claim of all the districts of Bengal to 
such appointments ? 

(i) Will Government be pleased to Jay on the table the note of the 
present Postmaster-General, Bengal, requesting the Director-General, to 
&cce[jt the interpretation of adjacent Revenue Divisions as applying to 
Calcutta City alone 1 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell ; (a) to (c). Yes. 

((/) The fact is not as stated by the Honourable Member. Recruit¬ 
ment in Calcutta is from residents of that city and also from those of the 
Revenue Divisions adjacent to it, i,e,, the Presidency Division and the 
Burdwan Division. The Honourable Member is referred {o the Director 
General’s demi-official letter, dated the 17th December, 1934, a copy of 
which was laid on the table of this House in reply to parts (r) and (d) 
of Pandit Lakshnii Kanta Maitra’s starred question No. 1455 on the 4th 
April, 1935. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) The reply to the first part of the question ia in the negative and 
to the second part in the affirmative. 

(//) The reply is in the negative. The Honourable Member's assump¬ 
tion, that the present Postmaster-General, Bengal and Assam, has wrong¬ 
ly interpreted the orders of the Director General, is incorrect, as the 
Honourable Member will see from the reply given to part (d) above. ♦ 

(h) As regards the first part of the question, the fact may be as stated. 
The reply to the second part is in the negative. 

(i) Government are not prepared to lay on the table copies of depart¬ 
mental notes. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May T know from the Honourable Member 
who fixes the revenue divisions ? 

The Honourable Mr. D, G. Mitchell : The Local Government fixes the 
revenue divisions. 

Mr. Suryya Kumar Som : Is it not a fact that Calcutta itself is within 
the Presidency Division f 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell ; T understand that Calcutta is 
within the Presidency revenue division. 

Mr. Suryya Kumar Som : Then the previous Postmaster GeneraPs 
interpretation has been overruled or differed from 1 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : It has been overruled, beCiiiise 
It was not in accordance with the standing instructions of the Depart¬ 
ment. 

Mr. Suryya Kumar Som : Do not Government feel that injustice will 
be done to the other districts which are adjacent to the Presidency 
revenue division, because, as a matter of fact, big oPies like Bombay anfl 
Calcutta are practically supplied by the revenues of these districts 1 
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The Honourable Mr, D. G. Mitchell: 1 think that would also apply 
to Assam, Bihar and Orissa and other parts of India. Does the Honour¬ 
able gentleman contemplate that the posts of these inferior servants in 
Calcutta should be recruited from half of upper India 1 

Mr. Snryya Kumar Som : I meant the adjacent parts of the revenue 
divisions, not all over India. 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : Government consider that the 
present arrangement is the most equitable for all concerned. 

Recruitment op the Qualifeed Sons and Dependants op the Postal 
Employees in the Bengal and Assam Postal Circle. 

884. *Mr. Suryya Kumar Som : (a) Is it a fact that the Director 
General of Pasts and Telegraphs, issued orders to the effect that the 
qualified sons and dependents of the existing employees are to be recruited 
treely in the Divisions wherein they are employed and that the restric¬ 
tions on this score of Revenue Division should not act as bar in their 
cases f 

(b) Is it a fact that the aforesaid orders of the Director General are 
not being carried out in the Bengal and Assam Circle at present 1 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : (a) The orders are that recruit¬ 
ment to the subordinate services in the Posts and Telegraphs Department 
should ordinarily be confined to candidates who belong to or are domi¬ 
ciled in the revenue divisions in which the vacancieis occur ; but Heads 
of Circles have been authorised to depart from this rule at their dis¬ 
cretion and to treat with considerable liberality the applications of de¬ 
pendants of postal employees for employment in the same place in which 
the officials themselves are employed, provided such candidates belong 
to or are domiciled in the postal Circle in w'hich they seek employment. 

(6) No. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Do Government give these appointments 
away by selection on a consideration of personal qualifications or only 
on the ground that so and so is the son of these people ? Are these 
appointments given away by selection f 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell: As far as 1 remember, all |>ost8 
are filled by selection, but the idea is that, other things being equal, the 
relativas and other dependants of QoA'ernment employees will be given 
a certain degree of preference. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Without any selection t Are the apxmint- 
ments given away by competition, or by selection T If by selection, then 
are these people given preference, or they are not given any preference t 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell: I could not say off-hand if all 
these appointments are by selection or by examination or other method, 
but, in any case, whatever the method may be, other things being equal, 
these relatives of Government officials are given a certain degree of 
preference. 

Reoruitment in the Subordinate Postal Service. 

365. *Mr. Snryya Kumar Som : (a) Is it a fact that according to a 
circular issued by the Director-General, Posts and Telegraphs, in the year 
1926, recruitment in the subordinate Postal service is to be made on 
Revenue Division basis f 
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(b) is it a fact that the heads of Circles are authorised to use their 
iliscretion in special cases ? 

(c) Will Government please state what those special cases are t 

(d) Will Government please state if the question of recruitment of 
t.h(‘ sons and dependents of the existing employees comes under special 
eases t 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : (a) and (6). The facts are 
.substantially as .stated by the Uonourable Member. 

(c) and (d). Government regret that it is not possible to give a com¬ 
plete li.st of the special cases that might arise but the general i)ositi()n 
has been explained in the reply given to part (a) of the late Mr. Fakir 
Oliand’s starred question No. 49*1 in this House on the 2I5rd February, 
19?5, to which the Honourable Member's attention is invited. 

Sub-Divisional Officers and Assistant Garrison Engineers in the 

Electrical and Mechanical Engineering Branch in the Army. 

386. '^Sardar Sant Singh : (a) Will Government please state the 
number of Sub-divi.sional Officers and Assistant Garrison Engineers in the 
Electrical and Mechanical Engineering Branch in the Army in each 
command, separately f 

(b) How many of them are Europeans and how many Indians in 
each command ? Out of Indians, how many are Hindus, Muslims or 
Sikhs 1 

(c) What is the starting salary of such officials, and for what period 
they work as Sub-divisional Officers or Garrison Engineers 1 

(d) What are the proscribed minimum academical qualifications for 
such posts t 

(e) Is it a fact that ordinary European Sergeants are given a short 
training as mechanics and posted as Sub-divisional Officers without any 
mechanical, or academic qualifications, while Indians with high af*ademical 
qualifications and with ])ractical mechanical and electrical training are not 
yiosted as Sub-divisional Officers ? If so, why ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : (a) There is only one Assistant Garrison 
Engineer in the Electrical and Mechanical Branch of the Military 
Engineer Services. 

The number of Sub-Divi.sional Officers (military and civilian) in lliis 
Branch is shown below : 




No. 

In Northern Command .. 


22 

In Southern Command .. 


13 

In Eastern Command 


13 

In Western Command .. 


6 


Total 

54 


(5) I lay on the table a statement giving the information asked for. 
(c) The starting pay of military Sub-Divisional Officers is Rs. 220 pei 
mensem and of civilian Sub-Divisional Officers Bs. 150 per mensem. 
Except for military mechanists who come to India for a five years tour 
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and revert to the United Kingdom on its completion, military personnel 
of the Sub-Divisional Officer class serve up to the age of 52 when they 
retire after an average service of 22 years in the Military Engineer 
^Services. Civilians normally retire at the age of 55 after an average 
service as Sub-Divisional Officers of 20 years. 

(d) Military Sub-Divisional Officers have to qualify at a special two 
years* course at the School of Military Engineering, Chatham, which 
provides a high standard of electrical and mechanical training to indivi¬ 
duals who have already acquired technical knowledge from practical ex¬ 
perience in this Branch of engineering in the United Kingdom. In 
addition, they are required to pass subsequently special examinations 
conducted by tlio (hty and Guilds Institute. Civilian Sub-Divisional 
Officers are normally promoted from subordinate positions in the various 
electrical and mechanical installations run by the Military Engineer 
Sorvice.s and selection is confined to those who have passed a departmental 
examination based on the City and Guilds examinations referred to 
above. 

(e) What I have just said shows that it is not a fact. 

Statement, 


Command. 

j Europeans. 

Indian (civilians). 

Total. 

Military. 

Civilians. 

Hindus. 

Muslims. 

Sikhs. 

Northern 

22 

.. 



.. 

22 

Southern 

11 

2 

1 

1 •• 

.. 

., 

13 

Eastern 

8 

3 

! 2 

.. 

.. 

13 

Western 

4 


2 



6 

Total .. 

46 

6 

4 

•• 

•• 

64 


Sale op Silver. 


387. *Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta : (a) Has the attention of Govern¬ 
ment been drawn to the resolutions recently passed at the annual meeting 
of the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce regarding the dangers 
of silver sales ? 

(b) How much loss did Government suffer by the sale of silver from 
1926 to date ? 

(f) Is it in the neighbourhood of 26 erores t 

(d) How was thi.s loss met t 

(e) In view of the obligations of Government to keep the Reserve 
Bank supplied with silver rupees, do they intend selling more silver ? 

if) Will Government state the total value of silver rupees and 
bullion held by them against currency reserve at the present level of 
prices (without taking the gold standard reserve into eonsideration) t 
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The Honourable Sir James Grigg : (a) Yes. 

(b), (c) and (d). 1 would refer the Honourable Member to Aceount 
No. 03A in the Finance and Revenue Accounts of the Government of 
India for the year 19.33-34. The loss .shown there of course only covers 
realisations since 1927-28 ; in the years prior to this there was of course 
a very large net profit which cannot however be exactly calculated. 

(.e) 1 do not think that it is desirable in present circumstances to 
make any statement on this subject. 

(/) Government no longer hold silver against currency notes. 
The amounts of rupees held by the Reserve Bank in their reserve against 
uote.s are shewn in their weekly published statements. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : Are Government aware that in 
the paper Currency Reserve the Government of India’s .silver rupee 
securities have gone down in amount from Rs. 43 crores to 26 crores in 
a period of two months 1 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I am afraid 1 cannot understand 
in the least what the Honourable Member is talking about. The reserves 
held against currency notes are entirely in tne hands of the Reserve 

Bank. 

Construction of more Quarters for the Employees of the Government 
OF India Press, New Delhi. 

388. *Syed Ghulam Bhik Nairang : (a) Are Government aware 
that several employees of the Government of India Press, New Delhi, have 
been made to live in inferior type quarters due to the paucity of proper 
and superior type of quarters in the Press Area 1 

(b) Is it a fact that many Readers, Revisers and Copy-holders, as well 
as clerks, have been allotted and are occupying Duftary type quarters 
(which are primarily meant for the menial staff), as there is a tremendous 
shortage of suitable quarters * 

(c) Are Govemmenit aware that on the 1st June, 1935, a memorial 
praying for the construction of more quarters of the type required was 
submitted by .several employees of the Government of India Press, New 
Delhi, to the Secretary ito the Government of India in the Department of 
Industries and Labour ? 

(d) If the answer to part (c) be in the affirmative, what decision have 
Government reached as to the said memorial 1 

(e) Do Government propose to build more quarters for the employees 
of the New Delhi Press ? If so, when will these quarters be made available 
to them f 

The Honourable Mr. O. G. Mitchell: (a) Under the rules and orders 
at present in force no press employee is compelled to occupy Govern¬ 
ment accommodation in New Delhi. 

(6) Yes—^but the type of quarters referred to is intended for all 
employees drawing less than Rs. 45 per mensem and not for Duftries 
and inferior servants only. 

(c) to («). Memorial's from certain employees of the Government of 
Uidia WeSs, New* Delhi, praying for the construction of ad^tional quarters 
have just been received and will be considered by Government. 
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Rules oovernino the Allotment of Quabtbbs to the Employees op the 
Govebnment of India Pbess, New Delhi. 

389. "Syed Oholam Bhik Nairang : Is there a separate set of rules 
governing the allotment of quarters to the employees of the Government 
of India Press, New Delhi ? If so, will Goverumenit be pleased to lay a 
copy of those rules on the table of this House ? 

The Honourable lllr. D. G. Mitchell : There are no separate mles 
for the Press quarters at New Delhi. 

Want of SMOKB-CinMNEvs in the Duftary Type Quarters of the 
Government of India Press, New Delhi. 

390. ’'^Syed Ghulam Bhik Nairang : (a) Arc Government aware 
that there are no smoke-chimncys in the Duftary type quarters of the 
Government Press, New Delhi f 

(6) Is it a fact that .smoke-chimneys have been provided in the newly- 
built Duftary type quarters that have been erected to the east of the Press 
Area ? 

(e) If so, do Government propose to provide .similar chimneys in the 
Duftary type quarters of the Press Area as well f If not, why not ! 

The Honourable Mr. D, G. Mitchell : (a) and (b). Yes. 

(c) No. Fimds cannot at present be made available for the work. 

Classification of the Employees op the Reading Branch of the 
Government of India Press, New Delhi. 

391. *8yed Ghulam Bhik Nairang : (a) Are Government aware 
that a memorial was submitted to the Government of India by the members 
of the Reading Branch of the Government of India Press, New Delhi, 
urging their classification as “ ministerial " workers instead of " indue- 
trial ” workers, which is their present designation t 

(b) Have Government considered this memorial and reached a con¬ 
clusion 1 If so, what is the decision arrived at f 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell : (a) and (6). The memorial 
was not submitted to the Government of India ; it was addressed to the 
Controller of Printing and Stationery and rejected by him, after care¬ 
ful consideration. 

Alleged Compulsion fob Overtime Work in the Government of India 

Press, New Delhi. 

392. ’"Syed Ghulam Bhik Nairang : (a) Is it a fact that the 

employees of the Government of India Press, New Delhi, work over-time 
during the winter season ? 

(b) Is it a fact that very often they have to work eleven hours a 
day ? 

(o) Are Government aware that this oveivwork ia telling upon the 
health of the employees and that those who do not want to work OT«^ 
time are forcibly made to do so T 
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(d) If so, under what rule of the Press Hand-book is this compulsion 
justified } 

The Honourable Mr. D. O. Mitchell : (a) Yes, at times. 

(b) In order to deal with an exceptional press of work generally 
during the whiter season, the men are sometimes required to work for 
more than ten hours. 

(c) Government have no reason to suppose that the amount of over¬ 
time has been such as to produce adverse effects on Jiealth. The 
liability to work overtime is part of the ordinary conditions of service 
of press employees. 

(d) Under the last sub-paragraph of paragraph 30 of the Pn‘s.s 
Handbook. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : What is the ordinary time for them to 
work—how many hours ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. O. Mitchell : About forty-eight hours a 
week. 

Exemption of Muslim Employees of the Government of India Press, 
New Delhi, from working Overtime on Fridays. 

393. ’'Syed Ohulam Bhik Nairang : (a) Is it a fact that one hour's 
leave is allowed to Mu.slim employees of the Government of India Press, 
New Delhi, to say their Friday prayers t 

(b) Is it a fact that if the Muslim employees work over-time on 
Friday this one hour is deducted from their over-time 1 If so, why t 

(c) Do Government propose to make payments to Muslim employees 
for over-time work on Fridays T If not, why not ? 

(dj Do Government propose to exempt as many Muslim employees 
as possible from working over-time on Fridays and specially when non- 
Muslim employees are available ? 

The Honourable Mr. D. G. Mitchell ; (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c). The attention of the Honourable Member is invited 
to the reply given in the Legislative Assembly on the 20th August, 1934, 
by the Ilonourable Sir Frank Noyce to starred question No. 668. 

(<i) Government are anxious to reduce overtime as much as possible 
for all employees. But it would not be fair to members of other com¬ 
munities to detain those who had already worked full time, while those 
who had worked a shorter time were released. 

Effect of the Rise in the Price of Silver on the Rupee. 

894. "‘Mr. T. 8. ATinashilingam Chettiar : Will Government state : 
(o) whether they are aware of the intention of the Government of 
the United States of America ito push up the price of silver 
to 80d. ; and 

(b) what Government propose to do, if, by this rise of price of 
silver, the rupee ceases to become a token coin t 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : I would invite the attention of 
the Honourable Member to the reply given by me to Mr. Satyamurti’s 
starred question No. 223 during the current Session. 
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Applications from Mahatma Ganoiu and Babu Rajendra Prasad for 
Permission to enter the Earthquake Ai^ea in Quetta. 

390. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : Will Government state : 

(а) whether it is a fact that Mahatma Gandhi and Babu Rajendra 

Prasad, the President of the Indian National Congress, had 
applied for permission to enter the earthquake area in Quetta 
for doing relief work ; 

(б) whether their applications were rejected ; and 

(c) if so, on what grounds and for what reasons ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (a) Yes. 

(6) and (c). I would refer the Honourable Member to the answer 
given by me to Mr. Satyamurti’s starred question No. 219. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : Are the Government of India 
prepared to publish the correspondence with Babu Rajendra Prasad on 
the subject 1 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : 1 said in answer to the previous 
question that I was prepared to do it, but I have not got the permission 
of the people to whom the letters were addressed. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : Are Government aware that 
Babu Rajendra Prasad has sent out to the press his letter, and arc 
Government free to publish such correspondence t 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I saw something in the press, 
but he did not say that the Government had asked his permission to 
publish. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Do Government propose to publish it, or to ask 
him for permission to publish it ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : t do not think it would be for 
Government to ask him for permission. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government ask for permission ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : If the Honourable Member wants 
his consent, T suggest the Honourable Member should ask him. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : If I communicate his consent to Government, 
will Government publish it ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Yes. 

Tenders for Wagons for 1935-36. 

396. *Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : Will Government state : 

(а) whether it is a fact that tenders for wagons for 1935-36 were 

called for in three lots ; 

(б) that the third call was for 2,050 wagons, and that for this world 

tenders were invited and Belgian, German and British firms 
gave tenders ; ^ 

(c) that the tenders of the Indian firms were the lowest, except for 
Metro-cammell whose price was ten per cent, less and a 
German group who quoted five per cent, lower ; 
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(d) that, though Metro-cammell quoted for the whole lot, the 
delivery schedule they had given was such that they could 
complete only 750 wagons in this fiscal year, and so they got 
an order for 750 wagons ; 

i («} that 500 wagons were withdrawn, and with regard to the 
balance of 800 wagons, the Indian firms were offered prices 
which were far below their tender prices ; 

(/) Whether it is a fact that the saving effected by placing the 
order with Metro-cammell was only Rs. 3 lakhs ; 

(g) supposing this order to have gone to Indian firms, what the 

increased railway freight is that this manufacture should 
have occasioned ; what the extra excise duty and additional 
income-tax is thait Government may have obtained ; 

(h) whether Government are aware that, in response to the 

insistence of the Select Committee of this House in 1927, 
Sir George Rainy, the then Commerce Member, accepted that 
all future orders should be placed in India ; and 

(i) in the face of this assurance, why orders for these wagons were 

given to a foreign non-Indian company f 

Mr. P. R. Ran: (a) Yes. 

(ft) Yes. 

(c) Four types of wagons were included in the world call for 
tenders, vig., — 

0--Train piped and with hand brake. 

O—fully vacuum braked. 

OM—and 

CTV- 

Por the two O types and Iho OM type, one British tender and one 
German tender were lower than the lowest Indian tender. For the 
CR type, two British tenders and one German tender were lower than 
the lowest Indian tender. For the tvpes for whicli the order was 
placed abroad (vig., O fully vacuum braked and CR) the British tenders 
were ten per cent, and 14 per cent, and the German tenders 4.5 per cent, 
and nine per cent., respectively, below the lowest Indian tender. 

(d) It was estimated that it was unlikely that they could deliver 
more than 750 wagons before the middle of February, 1936, i.e., before 
our peak period of traffic for the year. Consequently ’only that number 
was ordered. 

(e) The answer to the first part is in the affirmative ; as regards 
the second, 800 wagons were allotted to Indian firms at an agreed price, 
which is lower than their original tender but higher than the lowest 
foreign tender. 

(/) The savings effected on 750 wagons, ordered with Messrs. Metro- 
Cammell, amounted to about lakhs and on 800 wagons ordered in 
India, at the negotiated price, to over Rs. If lakhs. 

(g) It has been estimated that the profit to Railways on the addi¬ 
tional railway freight, if orders had been placed in India, would have 
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been about Ks. 20 to Bs. 25 per wagon. It is impossible to say how 
much additional income-tax Government would have obtained. The 
excise duty would almost certainly have been less than the import duty 
on the imported wagons. 

(A) I presume my Honourable friend is referring to Sir George 
Rainy's minute of dissent to the report of the Select Committee on the 
Steel Industry (I^rotection) Bill of 1928. If so, what he said was as 
follows : 

I fully accept the view of the Tariff Board that, until orders for wagons can 
again be placed on a normal scale, all orders should be placed in India subject to a 
maximum price, and that in fixing the maximum price an addition of 12^ per cent, 
to the prices paid in 1025-26 will servo as a general guide. But if the Indian wagon 
building firms refuse to take the orders at the maximum prices which Government 
consider reasonable, there will be no alternative but to call for simultaneous tenders, 
and if the duty remains at ten per cent, there is a danger that some of them may 
be lost to the Indian firms.” 

(*) The main reason which induced Government to call for simnl* 
taneous tenders in India and abroad was that for a long time there had 
been no price regulator in the shape of foreign prices and Government 
could not be sui’e whether the prices quoted by Indian firms were reason¬ 
able or not. Moreover, they had grounds to suspect that the internal 
competition in India between the four wagon building firms had also 
ceased to exist. Consequently they decided that, specially in view of 
the fact that the total number of wagons to be purchased during the 
year was much higher than in past years, tenders for part of the require¬ 
ments of railways should be called for botli in India and abroad, and 
dealt with according to the Stores Purchase Rules which allow a price 
preference for articles of Indian manufacture. Out of the total of 4,972 
wagons, 722 wagons had been purchased in India in the first call ; of the 
balance of 4,250 wagons, tenders were called for 2,200 in India only 
and 2,050 in India and abroad. The results showed that the action taken 
was fully justified, for the call for open tenders disclosed that the cost to 
the railways of restricting the second call (for 2,200 wagons) to India was 
something like ten lakhs. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : May I ask. Sir, in regard to 
j pjj part (e), by how much was the price of Indian 

Companies above the English price f 

Mr. P. R. Ban : The English price Avas 2,610 ; the original Indian 
quotation was 2,930, and we placed the order for 2,700. 

RBTRENCHBI) and llETAUifED FbBSONNEL IN THB RAILWAY RaTBS AdVISORY 

Committee. 

397. ’“Mr. Amarendra Nath Ohattopadhyaya : (a) Will Government 
please lay on the table a comparative statement showing the names of 
retrenched and retained persons of the Railway Rates Advisory Com¬ 
mittee, their educational qualifications, experiences, pay, length of ser¬ 
vices of each, both in the Committee and outside 1 

(b) Will Government please state .the action taken for the re-employ¬ 
ment of the retrenched persons of the Committee 1 

(c) If the reply be in the affirmative, will GoTemment please state 
their ’whereabouts 1 
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(d) If the reply to part (6) be in the negative, will Government 
please state the reasons thereof T 

(e) Will Government please* lay on the table a statement showing the 
posts revived in the Committee since its reconstitution and names of the 
holder of each of them giving details of recruitment, i.e., whether they 
are retrenched persons or outsiders f 

(/) Will Government please state the reasons for not following tho 
rules of re-employment of retrenched personnel promulgated by the Govern¬ 
ment of India T 

(g) Will Government please state the present strength of the sub¬ 
ordinate staff of the Committee by community, caste and provinces f 

(h) Will Government please state the future of the Committee and 
whether there is any possibility of calling back of the retrenched persons t 

BCr. P. R. Rau : (a) (c) and (g). The information is not readily 
available and Government regret they cannot undertake the compilation 
as the labour and expense involved will, they consider, be out of all 
proportion to any possible use it can be put to. 

(6), (c), (d) and (/). Government are informed that the rules for 
the re-employment of retrenched personnel have been duly followed. 
The details have been left to the l*resideut. 

(h) For the future of the Committee I would refer the Honourable 
Member to section 191 of the Government of India Act, 1935. I am 
unable to give a definite answer to the second part of bis question. 

The Honourable Sir James Qrigg : Before I reply to question No. 
398, you will peidiaps allow me to say a few words in connecion with my 
answer to Mr. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar’s supplementary question 
which I did not then properly hear. I now understand that the Honour¬ 
able Member asked what Avas the explanation of the fall in the Govern¬ 
ment of India’s securities in the Currency Reserves. If the Honour¬ 
able Member will look into the returns, he will find that that is compen¬ 
sated for by an increase in sterling securities. This means, of course, 
that the external Currency Reserves have been strengthened. 

Sale of Silver by the Government of India. 

398. ’’’Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : (a) Has any quantity of 
silver been sold by the Government lof India since March, 1935 t If so, 
what is the quantity and what is its value 1 

(h) What has been done with the proceeds, if any t 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg: I would invite the attention of 
the Honourable Member to the reply given by me to part (e) of Mr. 
Akhil Chandra Datta’s starred question No. 387 during the current 
Session. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : The Honourable Member has 
only stated in answer to Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta’s question that it is 
confidential and he is not prepared to state what the silver policy of the 
Government will be in the future 1 
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The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I said on a previous occasion, 
and I repeat it now, that 1 am quite unwilling to make any statement 
whatever about silver so long as the market remains in its present con¬ 
dition, the reason being that I think the less said in the way of giving 
a lead in any direction to speculators the better. 

Pjrotection op Indians in Abyssinia. 

399. *Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : How many Indians are 
there in Abyssinia t What steps, if any, have been taken to protect their 
person and property in view of the impending war between Italy and 
Abyssinia f 

Bfr. J. G. Acheson : The information asked for by Honourable 
Member has already been supplied by me in reply to a short notice 
question by Mr. Satyamurti on the 3rd September, 1935. 

Sir George Schuster’s Opinion about the Bombing op Indians. 

400. *Mr, 8. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(а) whether their attention has been drawn to the statement made 

by Sir George Schuster at the Peace Congress, that he is 
opposed to the bombing of Indians ; 

(б) whether Government propose to stop this practice ; and 
(c) if not, why not 1 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : (a) Government have seen the cutting 
but liave ascertained that no such version of Sir George Schuster’s 
statement can be traced in the London Press reports of the meeting. 

(b) and (c). The Honourable Member’s attention is invited to the 
reply I gave to his starred question No. 291 on the 12th September, 1935. 

Mr. 8. 8atyamurti ; Apart from Sir George Schuster’s speecli, may 
I ask one question ? What is the position today of the Government of 
India in respect of bombing from aeroplanes 7 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : I gave a full statement of that position in 
reply to the Honourable Mejuber’s questions only two or three day* 
ago. 

Mr. 8. 8atyamurti : I think my Honourable friend said that they 
do not bomb civil ympulation. May T take it that the Government of 
India use their aeroplanes only for bombing those tribesmen who are 
figliting in tlie fields ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham ; The main purpose of bombing is to dis¬ 
perse hostile lashkars in the field. As I explained the other day, in 
certain cases the Royal Air Force also use their SE^roplanes to blockade 
certain area. 

Mr. 8. 8atyamurti : May T ask the Honourable Member if these 
aeroplanes throw bombs on the civil population, after giving notice t 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : They do not. 

Bfr. 8. 8atyamurti : May I know what are these blockaded areas 
to which my Honourable friend refers ? Do they or do they not con- 
tain civil population f 
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Blr. 0. R. P. Tottenham : They contain villages, but notice is given 
.beforehand so as to enable the villages to be evacuated before the 
bombing takes place. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Do (lovermncnt satisfy themselves before 
bombing that the villages are actually evacuated, and that there are 
no men, women and children in them 1 

Mr. O. R. P. Tottenham : They do satisfy thems(dv(;s as far as it is 
possible to do so. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : May I take it that the Government take the 
risk of bombing the civil population ? 

Mr. O. R. P. Tottenham : No, Sir. It is the civil population that 
takes the risk of being bombed. 

Official Watch over News and Editorial Comments in Newspapers 

RELATING TO THE QuBTTA EaRTHQUAKE DISASTER. 

401. *Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(а) whether it is a fact that they have instructed Local Govern¬ 

ments to keep a watch over news and editorial comments in 
papers relating to the Quetta earthquake disaster ; 

(б) if so, the reasons therefor ; and 

(c) the names of newspapers or Presse.s, whose securities have been 
forfeited on account of comments on the Quetta earthquake 
and matters relating thereto ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : (a) Yes. 

(6) These instructions were issued in view of the Venomous campaign 
of lies which was conducted in certain sections of the Press to vilify 
Government and the Army over action taken in regard to Quetta. 

(c) T would refer the Tlonourable IMember to the reply given to 
Pandit Sri Krishna Dutta PaliwaPs question No. 3C5. 

Mr. 8. 8atyamurti : May T know whv Ihe Government of India 
prefer to proceed against fliese presses by way of forfeiting their 
» security instead of prosecuting them in a Court of law under the 
ordinary law. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Because the ordinary law has 
been found to be iuefFeetive for the ]mr])ose. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Did thev try a single ease of any newspaper 
which published any mischievous article about Quetta under the ordinary 
law ? 

. The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : The discretion was left to the 
Local Governments. It was the Local Governments which actually took 
the action. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Did the Government of India issue any general 
circular or instructions or a demi-official letter to Local Governments to 
take action under the Press Act with regard to the Quetta affairs. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : I have said they did. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : What was the nature and contents of that 
letter 1 

L217LAD M 
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The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : I do not remember exactly 
now, but it was left to the Local Governments to take action under the 
Press Act. 

Bfr. S. Satyamurti : Why did the Government of India instruct the 
Local Governments to take action under the Press Act, and not under 
the ordinary law, in view of the fact that in this case no prosecution can 
be stated to have failed ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : Because experience has shown 
that the Press Act is the most eifective means of dealing with such 
cases. 


Kbsults of the Ottawa Trade Agreement. 

402. *lVIr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(а) whether they have seen a letter addressed by the Indian 

Merchants’ Chamber to the Commerce Department of the 
Government of India about the result of the Ottawa Pact ; 

(б) whether Government will place on the table of this House the 

latest figures of export and import trade of India with Great 
Britain, the Empire countries and other countrie.s ; and 

(c) whether Government propose to examine this question with a 
view (to place before this House material which would help 
the Assembly to come to a final decision on the continuance 
or otherwise of the Ottawa Pact ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) I presume 
the Honourable Member is referring to the letter of the Indian 
.Merchants’ Chamber, Bombay, dated the 23rd August, 1934. If so, 
the reply is in Ihc affirmative. 

(6) A report of the nature referred to by the Honourable Member 
will be laid on the tabic of the House in tlie course of the present 
Session. 

(c) All the material that is available a-nd relevant will be placed 
before the House when it is given an opportunity of discussing the 
results of the Ottawa Trade Agreement in the next Budget Session. 

Trade Negotiations with other Countries. 

403. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(а) the progress of trade negotiations on behalf of India with other 

countries ? 

(б) with how many countries trade agreements have been effected ; 

and 

(c) when all such trade agreements will be completed 1 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : (a) to (o). I have 
nothing to add to the replies already given in thi.s Session to the 
Honourable Member’s questions on this subject and to questions 
Nos. 4 and 10 of Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar and No. 354 of Mr. 
Samuel Aaron on the subject of Trade Agreements. 
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Pkotbotion 07 Indians in Abyssinu. 

404. '^Mr. 8. Satyamurti: Will Qovemment be pleased to state : 

(a) whether it is a fact that there are two thousand Indians in 

Abyssinia ; 

(b) whether Government are aware that the United States of 

America has taken all possible measures for the safety of 

American missionaries in Abyssinia, as also France ; and 

(c) what steps Government propose to take to protect the life and 

property of Indians in Abyssinia ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : (a) There are approximately 1,000 British 
Indian Subjects, including British protected persons, residing in 
Abyssinia. 

(b) and (e). The Honourable Member is referred to the answer 
given on the 3rd September, 1935, to his short notice question on the 
same subject. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Are Government aware of the fact that, this 
morning or yesterday morning, it appeared in the newspapers that the 
British Oonsul in Abyssinia has invited all the Indians to come and 
live in a stated area, and promised to give them protection, and would 
Government get into touch with the latest developments Avith regard 
to the protection of Indians in Abyssinia ? 

DIfr. J. Q. Acheson : Government have no information to that effect, 
but they are making enquiries. 

Bfr. 8. Satyamurti: Will Government get into touch with the 
latest developments t 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : Yes, Sir. 

Mr. T. 8. Avinashilingam Ghettiar : What is the meaning of the 
expression “ British protected persons ” T 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : “ Protected persons ” mean the inhabitants 
of Indian States who are protected by British Government. 

Fall in Railway Eabnings. 

405. *Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state s 

(a) the total Railway earnings up to date, and the fall in the earn¬ 

ings compared with previous years ; 

(b) whether they have inve.stigated this matter, and if so, the 

results of such investigation ; and 

(c) what steps Government have been taking or propose to take in 

this matter t 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad 2hifrullah Khan : (a) The .approxi¬ 
mate earnings up to the end of August, amount to 35J crores. They 
are about 70 lakhs below those of the corresponding period of last 
year and about 135 lakhs more than those of the corresponding period 
of 1933-34. 

(6) The decrease is mainly in goods earnings and indicates a fall 
in traffic, the commodities principally affected being cotton, oilseeds 
and ric^. 

L2irLAD C2 
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(c) The position is being watched by Government. Agents of 
Railways have been asked to restrict working expenses wherever 
possible and to examine every possibility of increasing net earnings. 
The whole position will be reviewed next month in consultation with 
Agents and the Railway Board. 

Mr, S. Satyamurti : May 1 know if Government’s special attention 
is being devoted to the question of rail-road competition, both in res¬ 
pect of passenger and goods traffic If 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have replied 
to this in answer to one of the supplementary questions on a previous 
occasion. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Have Government hoard from the Agents in 
answer to their suggestions to consider ways and means of increasing 
the income, and reducing the expenditure ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I have also ex¬ 
plained tliis in answer to a sui)plemcntary question on a previo\is 
occasion that certain suggestions were lentalively discussed witli the 
Agents when Ihey were called up to Simla in August and they were 
asked to consider those suggestions and any others that might ooA'ur 
to them. The whole question will be considered in detail early next 
month. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Half the financial year is over ; and so may 
I know when the Government pro|)ose to come to any conclusion so as 
to have any enVet on the earnings or the expenses of this finantdal 
year ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : T have submit¬ 
ted that the discussion will take place early next month. 

Prof. N, G, Ranga : Aie Oovernmeut talving any steps to stimulate 
internal trade and traffic t 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : T believe F have 
answered that question in the answers F have given already. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Is there any person in the Railway Board 
whose s])ecifie duty it is to consider these matters, that is to say, 
increase traffic receipts ? Is there any Member of the Railway Board 
or any officer there, whose job it is to concentrate on this matter and 
make suggestions for the acceptance of the Government ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : There is the 
Director of Traffic, the Deputy Director of Traffic and the Railway 
Board itself. 

Mr, S. Satyamurti : With so many people, what is the result ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan ; In spite of the 
help of the opposition in this matter. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : But you won’t take our help ; if you do, you 
Nvill be better off. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad 2bfrullah Khan : We welcome all 
help from any quarter. 
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JEtENBWAIi OF THE TRiDB TrEATY WITH TuRKEY, 

406. *Mr. S. Satyainurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(а) whether they have received a communication from the Muslim 

Chamber of (^mmeree, urging the renewal of the trade treaty 
with Turkey ; 

(б) at what .stage the matter stands ; and 

(c) when the trade treaty will be eomplete<l ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : (a) Yes. 

(?;) The matter is still under discussion. 

(c) I regret I am unable to fix the exact date. 

Mr. S. Saiyamurti : How long has this matter been under dis¬ 
cussion ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : Some months. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : What is the average period for settling im¬ 
portant questions ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan : It depends upon 
the opposite party. Government cannot arrive at an ex parte decision. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Government cannot arrive at any decision. That 
is my trouble. 

Walk-Out uy the iNOfAN Memukrs or the Kenya Lkcusiativb Council. 

4U7. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government he pleased to st.ato : 

(а) whether they have heard that the Indian Members of the 

Kenya Legislative Council walked out of the (Council when 
the Marketing legislation was being discussed ; 

(б) whether Government took any steps in the matter ; 

(c) what the results of these steps were ; 

(d) whether Government have ascertained the reasons for the walk¬ 

out, and if so, what they are ; and 

(e) whether they propose to have an Agent of their oAvn in the East 

African territories, and if not, why not ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a) Government understand that four out 
of five Indian members walked out of the Legislative Council on the 
3rd July, 1935. 

(6) to (d). On receipt of information that a walk-out Avas in¬ 
tended by some Indian members Government caused them to be 
informed of the changes effected and contemplated in the Bill, in the 
hope that they would reconsider their decision ; but the walk-out took 
place, nevertheless, because the members concerned were not satisfied 
with the Bill. 

(e) Not at present. 

Ibr. S. Satyamurti : May I know the reason why Government do 
not propose to appoint an Agent of their own in East African terri¬ 
tories now t 
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Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Primarily financial. 

Mr g. Saiyamurti : Did my Honourable friend’s Department put 
up a proposal to the Finance Department, and did the Finance Depart¬ 
ment turn it down T 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : The Department of Education, Health 
and Lands has to consider the claims of all competiiij? cases before it 
approaches the Finance Department. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Among the competing claims within the scope 
of the Honourable Member’s Department, ddes he consider that this is 
not as important as many others ? 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : Considering the general financial out¬ 
look, I should say that tliere are other claims that are more important 
th^n this. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Other claims in his Department f 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai ; T am referring to my Department which 
is not limited to overseas. 

Disabilities op Indians in Zanzibab. 

403. ’"Mr S. Sat3ramurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether they are considering the question of Indian disabilitiee 

in Zanzibar ; 

(b) what they have so far done in ithe matter ; and 

(c) the latest position in respect of this matter t 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : (a), (b) and (c)- I would refer the 
Honourable Member to the reply given by me on the 4th September, 
1935, to his question No. 118. 

Scheme pob the Utilisation op the Gbant fob Rubal Development in the 

Punjab. 

409. *Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether the Punjab Government have submitted to the Govern¬ 

ment of India their final scheme for the utilisation of the 

grant for rural development ; 

(b) whether Government will place the same on the table of this 

House ; and 

(c) whether they propose to send it to all the other Local Govern¬ 

ments for information and guidance 7 

The Honourable Sir Junes Grigg : (a) Yes. 

(b) The Honourable Member is referred to the statement laid on 
the table of the House in reply to Mr. Basanta Kumar Das’s question 
No. 162, regarding the schemes for rural development. 

^ (e) The statement referred to above is a published document and 
available to Local Governments equally with the general public. 

Prof. N. G. Banga : Is the Honourable Member aware of the fact 
that no provision is made at all for water supply or for Harijans in the 
Punjab T 
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The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I answered that question in 
reply to a supplementary question of the Honourable Member the 
other day. 

Indianisation of the Indian Abmy VBTBBiNAEy Corps. 

410. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(o) their policy with regard to the Indianisation of the Indian 
Army Veterinary Corps ; 

(b) the reasons why to obtain a commission in this service a candi¬ 

date must first obtain the diploma of M. K. C. V. S. after 
five years’ study in a recognised Veterinary College in 
England ; and 

(c) the reasons why they have not prescribed an alternative Indian 

qualification f 

Bfr. G. B. F. Tottenham : (a) The policy is to provide Ttidian 
mounted units with Indian veterinary officers holding tlie diploma of 
Member of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

(b) and (c). A qualification of this standard is essential for the 
application of modem veterinary science to the problem of reducing 
animal wastage, but no such qualifications can be obtained in India at 
present. The M. R. C. V. S., is the qualification possessed by British 
Officers of the Royal Army Veterinary Corps in close co-operation with 
whom the Indian Commissioned Officers will have to work so long as 
there are British troops in this country. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Is there any attempt made by the Government 
to institute or develop a corresponding qualification in this country f 

Mr. G. B. F. Tottenham : Sir, I believe the Royal Commission on 
Agriculture did make certain recommendations with regard to improving 
the standard of veterinary education in this country. Of course it is 
for the Local Governments and their Ministers to take action on that 
report. 

Mir. S. Satyamurti : Will the Government of India address Local 
Gkrvenunents in view of the need, which the Honourable the Army 
Secretary states, exists, to have this qualification, to evolve or develop 
corresponding qualifications in their own spheres of action f 

Mr. G. B. F. Tottenham : If the Honourablei Member wishes, I will 
pass on that suggestion to my Honourable friend, the Secretary for 
Education, Health and Lands. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar : Does the Honourable Member 
remember his promise in the last Budget Session that he will appoint 
Indian officers to this post in the Army Department 1 

Mr. G. B. F. Tottenham : Indian officers are being appointed. 

Mr. T. 8. AvinashiUngam Ohettiar: How many t 

Ifr. G. &. F. Tottenham : I require notice. 
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Pjrovinoial Loans. 

411. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

{a) the latest decision with regard to the Proviiiical loans, that is, 
the amounts wiiieli stand to the debit of each Province ; 

(6) the principles on which these loans are given, and interest 
thereon is cliarged ; and 

(c) whether there is any intention to introduce a new system 1 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : (a) and (c). The matter is 
being considered in connection with tlie financial arrangements under 
the new constitution. 

(6) I would invite the attention of the Honourable Member to 
Appendix VI-A of Audit <Jode, Volume II, copies of which are in the 
Library of the House. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know if the Local Governments are 
getting the full benefit of the prevalent low rates of interest to the extent 
to which the Government of India get such benefit. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : This depends on a rather com¬ 
plicated series of arrangements. At the moment and to the extent to 
which individual issues are converted to the extent that Local Govern¬ 
ments may be presumed to have borrowed out of the proceeds of those 
particular issues, they get the benefit of the conversion. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; Is there no proposal to abolish provincial loans 
funds and distribute them to the various provinces to operate on their 
own resj)onsibility ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : That is a large question which 
I cannot answer without being obliged to make a considerably longer 
statement than is possible now. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May 1 know if the Government of India have 
considered in this connection the desirability of avoiding competing 
loans by various public bodies in this country ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : That is precisely one of the 
functions of a Central Bank. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar ; What are the principles govern¬ 
ing provincial loans ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : If the Honourable Member 
would refer to the document I have mentioned in answer to this question, 
he will find that out. 

System op Nominations to the Municipalities in Fiji. 

412. *Mr. 8. Satyamurti ; Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether their attention has been drawn to the sta/tement of 
Pandit Shree Krishan Sarma on the system of nominations 
to ithe municipalities in Fiji to the effect that what the 
Indians care for is a common roll, and to effect this they 
want the qualifications for voters to be broadened ; 
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(6) what <the attitude of the officials in Fiji is towards this demand 
of Indians ; and 

(c) what action Government propose to take in this matter f 
•Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai : {a) Yes. 

(6) and (tj). The attention of the Honourable Mejiibcr is invited to 
the reply given my me on the 12th September, 19115, to Mr. Mohan Lai 
Saksena’s question No. 296. 

Higher Import Duty on Forekjn Paddy in the Uni ted Kingdom. 

433. ’^Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state ; 

(tt) whether they have made a strong repre entation to the British 
Government on the question ol‘ higher import duty on foreign 
paddy in the United Kingdom ; 

(/;) the reason for this representation and 

(c) the latest figures with regard to the import of foreign paddy 
and Indian rice into England ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : and (b). 

The Government of India were informed that increasing imports of 
foreign paddy into the Unit(*d Kingdom were likely to dejudve Indian 
rice of the full benefits of the preference secured under the United 
Kingdom-India Trade Agreement. This possibility was brcuiglit to the 
notice of His Majesty’s Government and as a result of the representa¬ 
tions made by the Government of India an im])ort duty of 2’,3 (1. per lb. 
has been imposed by Ilis Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom 
on paddy im])orts of non-empire origin. 

(c) I lay on the table a statement containing the required informa¬ 
tion. 



tihoioing the imports of paddy other than Indian and of Indian rice inio the United Kingdom, 
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Mr. 8. Satyanmrti : Has the position improved from the point of 
view of imported Indian rice into England ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Certainly. 

Progress op Sugar Research in India. 

414. *Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(а) whether on a review of the work done till now, the Sugar 

Committee of the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research 
has come to the conclusion that the progress made had not 
kept pace with anticipations, and that India would not be 
able to stand on her own legs if the present rate was not 
accelerated, and that the chief reasons for this are paucity of 
funds for sugar research and the late starting of the Central 
Research Institute ; 

(б) whether it is a fact that the Committee noted with regret that 

there were many sanctioned schemes of research which had 
been held up for want of funds ; 

(c) whether Sir George Rainy, the then Commerce Member, 

pointed out that adequate funds should be placed at the 
disposal of the Committee for this research work ; 

(d) whether the Committee have suggested that two annas out of 

the sugar excise duty should be assigned for the purpose of 
promoting research, both on the agricultural and on the 
manufacturing side ; and 

(e) what steps Government propose to take in the matter f 

8ir Oirja Shankar Bajpai : (a) and (<l). Tlie Sugar Committee’s 
views are crystallised in a resolution which states that progress in sugar 
research and agricultural development has not been as rapid as it 
ought to have been but does not make any mention of delay in starting 
the Central Sugar Research Institute. The Committee has recommended 
mere intensive work especially on cane and has expressed the view tliat 
a settled and growing source of income should be provided for sugar 
research either by allocation annually of a sum equal to two annas per 
cwt. of the excise duty levied on the excisable sugar produced in India 
or by an annual grant of not less than Rs. ten lakhs. 

(6) No. 

(c) Yes. 

(e) Government have already made or promised grants aggregating 
Bs. 34 lakhs for sugar research. Requests for financial provision for 
specific proposals for more intensive work on the lines recommended by 
the Committee will receive most careful consideration. 

I 

Tabiff Boabd Enquiry into the Tbxtilb Industry, 

415, *Mr. 8. Sat]raiinirti : Will Qovemment be pleased to state 
whether they intend to order an enquiry by the Tariff Board into the 
textile industry, and if so, what the nature of the enquiry will be t 
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The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : The Honourable 
is referred to the Commerce Department Resolution No. 341-T. 
(12) 135, dated the lOtli September, 1935, which was published in the 
Gazette of India Extraordinary of that date, copies of which are in the 
Library. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : In view of the fact that this Assembly rejected, 
by a decisive majority, the Indo-British Trade Agreement, which inter 
alia provided that British interests ought to be given a hearing before 
the Tiidian Tariff Boards, may I know the reason why Government 
turned down that recommendation of this House, and have now provided 
for Bi*itisli textile interests being heard by this Tariff Board ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : Government had 
already given an undertaking to that effect. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Rlay I know if the undertaking was given before 
the House gave its verdict or after it ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : I believe, before. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know why Government did not consider 
the need for cliaiivdng their opinion, in view of the verdict of this 
House ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : There is no 
([iiostioM t»f cliaiigiiig their opinion. Government are carrying out an 
undertaking givi'n. 

Mr S. Satyamurti : May I know why Government have prescribed 
jis on(‘ of 11o‘ terms of rof(‘rencc for this Tariff Board that they ought to 
efjiiate what is called the fair-selling price of Indian textile products with 
the pri(T of imported articles pL/.s' the duty ? Have Government con¬ 
sidered that ttie Indian textile industry may require further or greater 
or other protection ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : In case the 
Indian textile industry requires further or other or greater protection, 
I have no doubt they will take the usual course of making an application 
with reforenee to this question to the Tariff Board. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know if this Tariff Board is incompetent 
to go into this (juestion ? 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan : This Tariff 
Board will go into those questions that are detailed in the Resolution, 
and not others. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; May I know whether the attention of Govern¬ 
ment has boon drawn to the criticism of Mr. Mann Subedar, the Presi¬ 
dent of the Bombay Indian Merchants^ Chamber, on this Tariff Board f 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khau : If my Honour¬ 
able friend will refer to the specific criticisms he has in mind, I will 
be able to answer. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know whether his attention has been 
drawn to the particular criticism that membership of this Board has 
been overweighted in favour of those who are in favour of Imperial 
Preference f 
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The Honourable Sir Muhanunad Zafrulalh Khan : That Implica¬ 
tion is not justified. 

Regulation issued in respect op the Quetta Earthquake Disaster. 

416. "’Mr. 8. Satyamurti. : WiU Government be pleased to state : 

(a) the reasons why a Regulaition, and not an Ordinaiie-e, was issiied 

in respect of the Quetta cartlKpiakc di.'-.isler ; 

(b) whether the Regulation contemplates giving unlimited powers 

to local authorities to make rules which will liave the force 
of law ; and 

(c) what the authority was which gave the Military authorities 

control over the area before the liritish l}alu;:hist.in (Emer¬ 
gency Administration) Regulation, 1935 was issued 1 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : (a) and (c). The Honourab'e Member’s atten¬ 
tion is invited to Chapter VII of the pamphlet “ (Quetta Earl iiquake, 
1935 ”, a copy of which has been sent to all the .Members ot this Iiou.se. 

(6) No, Sir. The scope of rule-making power conferred on the 
Local Government is defined in section 2 of the Itegulation to which the 
Honourable Member is referred. 

Mr. 8. 8atyamurti : With reference to clause (c), may I have a 
definite answer as to who the authority was which gave the military 
authorities control over the area before the Regulation ? 

Mr. J. O. Acheson : The only answer which I can give now is that 
the alternative was cojitrol by the military autlioidties or complete 
anarchy. 

Mr. 8. 8atyainurti : May I know the authority of the person,— 
the Government of India, or the Government of Haluchistan, or the 
military authorities them.selves,—^who took conti’ol ? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : That is a legal (piestioii which I think perhaps 
the Honourable the Law Member will be in a better position to answer. 

Mr. 8. Satyamiuti ; Will the Honourable the Law Member kindly 
give an answer f 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Nobody made over the 
control of Quetta to the military authorities. There was no martial law 
which was declared. The military authorities had to lake charge, 
because the civil administration had broken down and the civil officers 
were not available. Those were the circumstances which compelled 
them to take charge. 

Mr. 8. 8atyainurti : I know the facts ; but what is the law or the 
authority under which the military took charge of Quetta ? 

The Honourable 8ir Nripendra 8ircar : The law, as has been said,— 
and this can be discussed at the time of the Resolution,—was the law of 
compelling necessity. And, if it is strictly illegal, it has got to be 
remedied by an Indemnity Act which has been legalised. 

Mr. 8. 8atyainurti : May I take it then that the po.sition is this 
that this act was illegal and that they have since legalised it by an in¬ 
demnity Act T 
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The Honourable Sir Nripendar Sircar : If it was illegal, it has 
been made legal. 1 do not concede, and, if necessary, I shall maintain, 
that it was not illegal. 

Deputation in London of Mr. E. C. Mieville, Private Secretary to His 

Excellency the Viceroy to examine the Working op the Cabinet 

Secretariat. 

417. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(«) whether Mr. E. C. Mieville, Private Secretary ito His Excellency 
the Viceroy, has been placed on deputation in London to 
examine the working of the Cabinet Secretariat ; 

(b) the reasons for this deputation and the cost of this deputation ; 

and 

(c) whether it is intended to create a post of Cabinet Secretary, and 

if so, the reasons therefor ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Graik : (a), (b) and (c). Mr. Mieville 
was deputed to study the working of the Cabinet Secretariat in London 
in connection with a proposal to create a new post of Secretary to the 
Executive (kmncil of the Governor General. Government have felt that 
the procedure under which the business of the Government of India is 
at present transacted can be improved and made more suited to exist¬ 
ing and future conditions by the appointment of an officer whose main 
duty will be to co-ordinate the work that comes before the Government 
as a whole and to make and maintain a record of the discussions and 
decisions in Council. The extra cost involved in Mr. Mieville's deputa¬ 
tion, was Rs. 2,618. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know whether this Cabinet Secretary 
will be a kind of super Secretary who will report all Cabinet proceedings 
to the Viceroy and Governor General with a view to his employing his 
safeguards effectively ? Is that the idea ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Graik : No, Sir ; he will be Secretary 
to the Executive Council. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : And not to the Ministers ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Graik : After Federation comes in, he 
will certainly he Secretary to the Council of Ministers. It will be for 
them to decide Avhctlier they wish to continue this post or not. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Ts this gentleman going to attend meetings 
of the Executive Council and meetings of the future Cabinet t 

The Honourable Sir Henry Graik : Yes, Sir. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Ts it consistent with Parliamentary respon¬ 
sibility that a permanent servant should be present at meetings of the 
Executive Council, although he is not a Member of the Council 1 

The Honourable Sir Henry Graik : Yes, it is done in England. 

Mr. 8. Sa^tyaraurti : Since when ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Tentatively since 1909 1 think, 
but it became a fixed arrangement during the war. 
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Mr. 8. Satyamnrti : Do T understand the Home Member and the 
Finance Member, jointly to saj' that, today, in the British Cabinet, per¬ 
manent servants are allowed to attend and watch the proceedings t 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg* : Yes, one permanent civil 
servant who is Secretary to the Cabinet. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti ; And does he keep any mimites of the Cabinet 
proceedings ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Yes, Sir. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti : Since when ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : T think informally just before 
the war, and then there was a regular appointment during the war. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti ; Will you consult the Prime Minister and find 
out t I do not think you are correct. 


MESSAGE PROM II. E. THE GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; I have re¬ 
ceived the following Message from His Excellency the Governor General ; 

” Whereas by its vote of the 32th September, 1935, the Legislative Assembly has 
refused to take into consideration a Bill entitled a Bill to amend the Criminal Law : 

Now, therefore, I, Freeman, Earl of Willingdon, in pursuance of the provisions 
of sub-section (1) of section 67B of the Government of India Act, do recommend to 
the Legislative Assembly that it do pass the Bill in the form hereto annexed.”* 


CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL. 

The Honoiurable Sir Henry Craik (Home Member) : Sir, with re¬ 
ference to the Message that you have just read to the House, I should 
like, with your permission, to be allowed to move for leave to introduce 
the Bill referred to. Have I your permission. Sir t 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Yes. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik : Then, Sir, I move for leave 
to introduce a Bill to amend the Criminal Law in the form recommended. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Motion 
moved : 

” That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to amend the Criminal Law in the 
form recommended.'' 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind : Non-Miihammadan Rural) : On a 
point of order, Sir : may I know if it can be moved without a copy of 
the Bill being given to us here t 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : It cannot be 
moved without the Chair’s leave, unless it is on the agenda. The Chair 
has given leave to the Honourable the Home Member to make the motion. 

Mr. 8. Satyamurti (Madras City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
Where is the Bill, Sir 1 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oratic : It is the same Bill. 


^Not included in those debates. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim) : It is all 
there : it is only the endorsement now. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : My point of order is different : it is 
whether this Bill can be allowed to be moved, without giving us copies of 
the Bill just to be moved. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim) : It is exactly 
the same Bill willumt any sort of alteration, except that there is the 
endorsement which the Chair has read out to the House. If the Honour¬ 
able Member wants copies of the Bill wdth the endorsement, the Secretary 
will distribute them. 

Mr. Bhulabhai J. Dcsai (Bombay Northern Division: Non-Muham- 
iiiadan Rural) : Mr. President,. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Do you want 
1o o])[)ose the motion for introduction 

Mr. Bhulabhai J. Desai : Yes. 

Mr. President (Tli^ Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Does the 
Honourable the Home Member wish to make any statement t 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik : T do not think I have any 
statement to make. T liave merely to say that the Bill is exactly the same 
as the Bill wbicb has b<'en discussed at length last week and the week 
before, and it lias been discussed at such length that I can add nothing 
useful to what has already been said. 

Mr. Bhulabhai J. Desai : Mr. President, T am glad to notice a 
a certain amount of good liumonr in the House. In the somewhat un¬ 
usual step of opposing the leave that is asked for, I am doing so under 
circumstances which, T think, are fairly well descrii)ed by the Honourable 
the ITotiK' Member bimsolf. He has told the House that we are asked 
now to reconsider the measure which has been fully discussed and which, 
by a decisive vote, last Thursday, the House rejected. They refused to 
consider it. If there is a eoiistitntional sense in the House, this is a matter 
that ought U) afl[<*et the House itself—^not merely those who rejected the 
measure, but also the minority wlio, as a matter of law, are bound by the 
siaino, if tjicr<^ is any propriety, any sense, any value in all the legal 
phraseology and Acts of the Government of India. Therefore, it is not 
a matter merely for those who opposed the Bill. The vote of the majo¬ 
rity, I think the Honourable the Leader of the House will acknowledge, 
is the vote of the House ; and loyalty demands that, at all events, in 
decency, all that they would do when asked for this leave is not to vote 
in siipiH»rt of it, for the simple reason that legislation in any Assembly 
of this kind would be impossible, and the Government of the country 
would be reduced to a mo<*kery if this is the manner in which the House 
is to be treated by reason of the fact that there is a provision for a recom¬ 
mendation of Ihc same Bill for reconsideration by the same House. I do 
not wish to use somewhat hackneyed language about an insult to this House 
or an offence to this House ; but I do wish to say this, in all earnestness, that 
if this House is merely to be used, whenever convenient, to register the 
decrees of the executive, and where they think it their duty to oppose it, 
then it is the will of the executive that should prevail, then it is one of 
those one-sided affairs in any Legislature in the world where they say 
when we agree, they should prevail, and where we disagree, then also tliey 
should prevail. It is, therefore, a matter of serious moment for the Mem- 
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bers opposite to consider with a certain degree of greater earnestness than 
they are likely probably, in a sort of lighthearted way, to give to it, 
whether their very existence liore is a Hiiatter which is not called into 
(luestion by the rocomniended Bill which has been brought before this 
House. If they feel still that nothing is a matter of moment to tncin, 
no (^institution, no law, no democracy, no validity of the majority vote of 
the House, they are entitled to take ihc course which they did lief ore. 

We have often talked of the breakdown of constitutions. At all 
events, for the second lime, during tlie course of two Sessions in this 
House, I have witnessed this, and this is the second. And, here, I wish 
to remind you of an article wliicli a member of the friendly press 
published only yesterday—even that jiress has the decency a”d the 
honesty to recognise that on a ])r<.per analysis of llui vote ot* the House, 
it was a vote of the bulk of the country against this measure {Opposifion 
cries of ‘‘ Hear, hear ; and, yet within less tlnii a few hours, an 
exeeulive decree has been issued that the Bill shall be brought back to you, 
in subslance and in words the same as it was here before, and piis,-ed. It 
is not merely a question, as it is sometimes said, of self-respeet—^it 
is a deeper and a higher question ; and there is a section of the Jlouse to 
wdioiii I wish to appeal in order that tliey 'nay follow tlic same traditions 
which they say obtain in their own country, while governing tlieir own 
country, and that they will recognise their obligation to the majoidty 
of the House, and, therefore, to the sense of the House itself and not 
lend any furtluM* support to the Bill at a time when it is brouglit back 
to ns again on this occasion : and, but for the fact that the Bill is in terms 
the same, and, in fact, we are asked to reconsider what is already decided, 
1 should not hav^e taken the course \^hich I am doing and w'^hich I am aKking 
the House now to take, that this House do refuse to grant leave for the 
introduction of this Bill. 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question is : 

“ That leave bo granted to introduce a Bill to amend the Criminal Law in the 
form recommended.*^ 

The Assembly divided : 


AYES—57. 


Abdul Aziz, Khan Bahadur Mian. 
Aclicson, Mr. J. G. 

Ahmad Nawaz Khan, Major Nawab. 
Allah Bakh^h Khan Tiwana, Khan 
Bahadur Nawab Malik. 
Anwar-ul'Azini, Mr. Muhammad. 

Ayyar, Diwan Bahadur 1?.. V. Krishna. 
Ayyar, llao Bahrulur A. A. Vonkataraiua. 
Bajoria, Babu Baijnath. 

Bajpai, Sir Girja Shankar. 

Bha^^chaiid Soni, l?4n Bahadur Soth. 
Bhat, Mr. Madlmsudan Damodar. 
Bhutto, Mr. Nabi Baksh niahl Baksh. 
Blackwell, Mr. J. II. 

Bower, Mr. E. H. M. 

Bovle, Mr. J. D. 

Chay)man-Mortimer, Mr. T. 

Chatar ji, Mr. J. M. 

Clov\ Mr. A. G. 

Craik, The Honourable Sir Henry. 

Dalai Dr. B. D, 

L217LAD 


Desai, Mr. 8. P. 

Fazl-i-Haq Piracha, Khan Sahib Shaikh. 
Gajapatiraj, Maharaj Kumar Vijaya 
Ananda. 

Ghuznavi, Sir Abdul Halim. 

Graham, Sir Lancelot. 

Grilliths, Mr. P. J. 

Griircr^ The Iloiiourable Sir James. 
Hands, Mr. A. S. 

Hidayatallah, Sir Ghiihun Hussain. 
IJoekenliull, Mr. F. W. 

Hossaek, Mr. W. B. 

James, Mr. F. E. 

Jawahar Singh, Sardar Bahadur Sardar 
Sir. 

Lai (^hand, Captain Rao Bahadur 
Cliaudhri. 

Leach, Mr. F. B. 

Lee, Mr. D. J. N. 

Lister, Mr. T. 

Lloyd, Mr. A. H. 
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MacLachlan, Mr. D. 

Mehr Shah, Nawab Sahibzada Sir Sajad 
Muhammad. 

Milligan, Mr. J. A. 

Mitchell, The Honourable Mr. D. G. 
Morgan, Mr. G. 

Mukherjee, Bai Bahadur Sir Satya 
Cliaraii. 

Owen, Mr. L. 

Riijah, Kao Bahadur M. G. 

Kau, Mr. P. B. 

Uo^^, Mr. K. Sanjiva. 


Sarma, Mr. B. S. 

Scott, Mr. J. Bamsay. 

Sher Muhammad Khan, Captain Sardar. 
Jiiiigh, Mr. Pradyumna Prashad. 

Siiiha, Baja Bahadur Harihar Prosad 
Nara>aii. 

Sircar, The Honourable Sir Nripendra. 
Tottenham, Mr. G. B. F. 

Yamin Khan, Mr. Muhammad. 

Zafriillah Khan, The Honourable Sir 
Muhammad. 


NOES--69. 


Aaron, Mr. Samuel. 

Alnliil Matin Chaudhury, Mr. 

Alley, Mr. M. S. 

Asaf All, Mr. M. 

Ayyangar, Mr. M. Ananthasayanam. 
Azhar All, Mr. Muhammad. 

Ba Si, U 

Badi-uz-Zaman, Maulvi. 

Bn drill Hasan, Maulvi. 

Banorjea, Dr. P. N. 

Baqui, Mr. M. A. 

Bardnloi, Srijut N. C. 

Bhngav.nn D.-is, Dr. 

Chattopadhynya, Mr. Ainarendra Nath. 
Ohettiar, Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam. 
Chetty, Mr, Sami Vencatachelam. 
Chunder, Mr. N. C. 

Das, Mr. B. 

Das, Mr. Baaanta Kumar. 

Das, Pandit Nilakantha. 

Datta, Mr. Akhil Chandra. 

Desai, Mr. Bhulabhai J. 

Deshmiikh, Dr. G. V. 

Es&ak Sait, Mr. H. A. Sathar H. 
Fuzlul Huq, Mr. A. K. 

Gadgil, Mr. N. V. 

Ohiilam Bhik Nairang, Syed. 

Gm, Mr. V. V. 

Gupta, Mr. Ghansbiam Singh. 
Hosmani, Mr. S. K. 

Jedhc, Mr. K. M. 

Jogendra Singh, Sirdar. 

Joshi, Mr. N. M. 

Khan Sahib, Dr. 

Kharc, Dr. N. B. 

The motion was negatived. 


Lalchaiid Navalrai, Mr. 

Laljee, Mr. Husenbliai Abdullabhai. 
Maitra, Pandit Lakshmi Kanta. 
Malaviya, Pandit Krishna Kant. 

Manga I Singh, Sardar. 

Mutlaliar, Mr. C. N. Muthuraugu. 
Miihainiiiad Ahmad Kazmi, Qazi. 
Mnrtuzfi Sahib Bahadur, Maulvi Syed. 
N ages warn K.ao, Mr. K. 

P.'ilnval, Pandit Sri Krishna Dutta. 
Pant, Pandit Govind Ballabh. 

Parma Nand, Bhai. 

Knghubir Narnvan Singh, Choudhri. 
Htxinn, Dr. T. S. S. 

Bajii, Mr. P. S. Kuniaraswami. 

Bauga, Prof. N. G. 

Saksena, Mr. Mohan Lai. 

Sant Singh, Sardar. 

Satyamurti. Mr. S. • 

Sham Lai, Mr. 

Shaukat AH, MaiiUina. 

ShcodasH Daga, Seth. 

Siddique* AH Khan, Khan Sahib Nawab. 
Singh, Mr. Bam Narayan. 

Siiiha, Mr. Anugrah Narayan. 

Sinha, Mr. Satya Narayan. 

Sinha, Mr. Shri"Krishna. 

Som, Mr. Survya Kumar. 

Sri Prakasa, Wr. 

Thcin Mnung, Dr. 

Thcin Maung, TT 
Umar Aly Shah, Mr. 

Varma, Mr. B. B. 

Vissaiiji, Mr. Mathuradas. 


THE .TUBBTJLPORB AND CHHATTISGARH DIVISIONS (DIVORCE 
PROCEEDINGS VALIDATION) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Law Member) : Sir, I beg to 
move for leave to introdiice a Bill to remove certain doubts and to validate 
certain proceedings of the High Court of Judicature at Allahabad. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question is : 

“ That leave be given to introduce a Bill to remove certain doubts and to 
validate certain proceedings of the High Court of Judicature at Allahabad.*’ 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Sir, I introduce the Bill. 



the central provinces courts (SUPPLEMENTARY) BILL. 
The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Law Member) : Sir, I move : 

“ That the Bill to supplement the Central Provinces Courts Act, 1917, be taken 
into consideration.'' 

I do not think that I shall occupy the time of the House for more 
that two minutes. The Bill has been necessitated by reason of the inten¬ 
tion to have a High Court for the Central Provinces. Owing to that, 
certain consequential changes have become necessary in ^ra^ions Actsi, 
such as, the Indian Stamp Act, the Code of Criminal Procedure, and 
so on. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Motion moved : 

“ That the Bill to supplement the Central Provinces Courts Act, 1917, be taken 
into eonsideration. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind : Non-Muharanmdan Rural) : 1 want to 
say a few words on this Bill. Tn the last item of the Schedule it is in¬ 
tended by this Bill to insert the words Chief Courts of Oudh and Sind 
in place of the wiords the Chief Court of Oudh, the Court of the Judi¬ 
cial Commissioner of Sind My submission is this. Sind is going to be 
separated. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Ivahim) : This Bill docs not 
relate to Sind : it relates to the Central Provinces. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : In the last item of the Schedule, these words 
occur, and T am myself wondering why they should appear in a» Bill re¬ 
lating to the Central Provinces. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I am rather in a difficult 
position, because I have not followed the exact point of the Honourable 
Member, but probably what 1 am going to say will meet his point, or 
rather the point which 1 expect he has put forward. The Sind Courts 
(Suoplementary) Act, 1926, is not in operation now. When it comes into 
operation, all that this Bill provides for is this, that the Court, instead 
of being called the Court of the Judicial Commissioner of Sind, will be 
called the Chief Court of Sind. If thnt is the ix)int of my Honourable 
friend I have given thf? «s)iswer. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : I do not think the answci* has been given, 
because when that Act comes into operation, the words ‘‘ Judicial Com¬ 
missioner's Court will bo taken away and the words “ Chief Court '' 
will be substituted. My point is that if any .substitution is going to be 
made in the original Act,—the Sind Courts (Supplementary) Act, 1926,— 
the words ‘‘ High Court ’’ should be put in and not the words “ Chief 
Court My reason is this. Sind is now sought to be separated though 
it may be against the wishes of certain people, lliowever, as Sind is going 
to be separated and made into a separate province there is absolutely no 
reason whatsoever why the Court should remain a Chief Court. The 
Nagpur Chief Court is going to be made into a High Court and why 
should there not be a High (*ourt for Sind ? The people of Sind have 
passed resolutions and I have had communications with the Honourable 
the Home Member asking if a High Court is going to be established in 
Sind loir it is going to be left with only a Chief Court or a Judicial Commis¬ 
sioner’s Court. The reply was that the Secretary of State and the Gov¬ 
ernment of India are considering that question. Now, when the question 
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is being considered, what is the rea>son, when tlie Act itself has not yet 
cotne into force, for this snppJenjentary y)rovision in this Bill ? It will 
be an anomal}'. The Preamble saj^s : ‘ to supplement the Central Pro¬ 
vinces Courts Act, 1917 ’ and at the end something is shoved in like this, 
I would not say surreptitiously. What I mean to say is, at any rate, it 
will be redTindant in this liill and, therefore, lliis Bill should not be 
passed with respect to this item. If the Honourable Member is i)repared 
even at tliis moment say tliat he would allow an amendment to the 
cflect lliat instead of ^ Cliiel* (Vuirl ’ the words ‘ High Court ’ will be 
substituted, 1 welcome it but if not, I will oppose it. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Sir, 1 now s(‘e the point. We 
are making lu) change in snhstanee and when we are 
legislating for the Central Provinces m}^ friend wants 
to get this High Court for Sijul established. That cannot he done. If and 
w'hen the High Court of Sind is established, some further provisions may 
be necessary in some other Aets. 

Mr. President (Tlie Honourable Sir Abdnr Tlahim) : Tbe question 
is : 

“ That the Bill to supplement tbe Central Provlnooa Courts Act, 1017, be taken 
into considorafion. ’' 

The motion was adopted. 

Clauses 2 and 1 were added to the Bill. 

The Schedule, the Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Sir, I move : 

“ That the Bill be passed.’^ 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdiir Rahim) ; The question 
is : 

** That the Bill be 

The motion was adopted. 


THE PROVINCIAL SMALL CAUSE COURTS (AMI:NDMBXT) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Law- Member) : Sir, I 
moie : 

“ That the Bill further to amend the Provincial Small Cause Courts Act, 1887, 
for a certain purpose, be token into consideration.** 

The matter is so simple that probably nothing need be said beyond 
once more drawing the attention of the House to the Statement of Objects 
and Reasons : 

This Bill is designed to remove certain doubts whieh have arisen in the inter¬ 
pretation of the proviso to sub-scction (1) of sedition 17 of the Provincial Small Cause 
Courts Act, 1887. As the section stands, an applicant is required to give security 
to the satisfaction of the Court at the time of presenting his application. It follows 
that, in order to ascertain what security satisfies the Court, the applicant must already 
have made an application in that behalf. There is also some doubt whether the words 
‘ as the Court may direct * apply to the deposit of the whole decretal amount as well 
as to the giving of approved security. The Bill is intended to make it clear that the 
preliminary application to ascertain what security will satisfy the Court must be made 
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aud dccdded before the substantive applieaiion for the order to set aside the decreOy 
and that it is always open to the applicant to adopt the alternative course of depositing 
the total decretal amount. 

I only need say in supplementing this statement that there is doubt 
whether the words ‘as the ('ourt may direct ’ apply to the deposit of the 
whole decretal amount a& well as to the giving of approved security. 
Different Courts have been giving different interpretations. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question 
is : 

“ That tho Bill further to amend tho Provincial Small Cause Courts Act, 1887, 
for a certain purpose, bo taken into consideration.” 

'fhe motion was adopted. 

Clauses 2 and 1 were added to the Bill. 

The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Sir, I move : 

* ‘ That the Bill be passed. ’ ’ 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question 
is : 

” Tlmt tho H'll bo p.issod.’’ 

The motion was adopted. 


TUB INDIAN ARMY (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham (Army Secretary) : Sir, I move : 

* * That the Bill further to amend the Indian Army Act, 1911, for certain purposes, 
be taken into consideration.” 

T am aware that amendments to the Indian Army Aet are sometimes 
looked upon with suspicion by Honourable Members opposite, but I can 
honestly lay my hand on my heart and say that not even the most captious 
critic can find anything to cavil at in this small Bill. At the same time, 
as Honourable Members may find some difficulty in understanding the 
Bill in present form, f will do my best to explain very briefly wliat its 
three operative sections really mean. Clause 2 (a) of the Bill merely 
•includes among the deductions from pay which are authorised by section 
50 of the Indian Army Act, tlie forfeiture of certain classes of pay, which 
is aw'ardable as a minor punishment under section 20. TTiider section 20, 
certain officers are empoAvered to award certain minor punislurient.i like 
forfeiture of good conduct pay, etc., whereas section 50 purports to ,sct out 
a complete list of all possible legal deductions from pay and makes no 
mention of the forfeitures under section 20. That is to say, this clause 
sets right an anomaly which has existed in the Act for some time. Clause 
2 (&) is merely a consequential amendment, following an amendment of 
the Indian Army Act made last year. By that Amending Act of last jesTf 
section 42 of the Indian Army Act was deleted and, therefore, the refer¬ 
ence to section 42 which has been left in this particular part of section 50 
is meaningless and we are now removing it Then, Sir, clause 3 of the 
Bill also makes good an accidental omission in last yelar’s Amending Act, 
which laid down the punishments that could be awarded to warrant officei'S 
by a district court martial. Warrant officers, as Honourable Members 
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are aware, are a new class, being introduced for the first time in the 
Indian Army owing to indianization, and it was always the intention that 
a district court martial should be empowered to award the same punish¬ 
ments to warrant officers of the Indian Army as is the case under the 
British Army Act for British warrant officers. We, therefore, propose 
to include by this clause the punishments of forfeiture of seniority and 
of re»)rimand and severe reprimand, which are awardable under the British 
Army Act to British warrant officers. Then we come to clause 4 of the 
Bill, which is a little bit more elaborate. Under section 103-A of the Indian 
Army Act at present, whenever, in the course of a trial by a court martial, 
it appeals to the court that the person charged is of unsound mind and, 
conscMiucnlly, incapable of making his defence, or that such person com¬ 
mitted the act alleged but was by reason of unsoundness of mind incapa¬ 
ble of knowing the nature of the act or that it was wrong or contrary to 
law, the court may record a finding accordingly and then it is possiole, 
under sub-clause (3) of the existing section, to order the accused person to 
be kepi in custody pending a report to the Governor General in Council. 
Finally, the Governor General in Council may pass an order for his deten¬ 
tion in a lunatic asylum. ITnder sub-clause (5) of the existing section it 
is also iiossible, when the accused person is declared to be capable of making 
his defence, to call him back and have him tried. But there is at present 
no })rovision in tlic Indian Army Act corresponding to sections 474 and 
475 of the Criminal Procedure Code by which the release of a lunatic can 
be ordered or by which he can be delivered to the care of his relatives, if 
it is not considennl necessary to bring him back to trial. Clause 4 of this 
Bill adds two sub-sections to section 103-A of the Indian Army Act which 
corre.spono almost word for word with the provisions of sections 474 and 
475 of the Criminal Procedure Code. Sir, in the Army we do not liave 
many lunatics to deal with, but a ease did actually arise the other day 
in which a certain rifleman of the Burma Kifles went off his head and com¬ 
mitted a petty theft. lie was brought up for trial by court 
martial and it was found that he was insane. Therefore we look Ihe 
necessary steps to get him transferred to a mental hospital. After he had 
been there for some time, the mental hospital reported that he had recovered 
his sanity but it was discovered that there was no legal power under which 
we could release him. We took our courage in both hands and ordered 
his release although it may not have been strictly legal, and we now hope 
he is enjoying himself in the care of his family. But, Sir, in order to 
avoid such an anomaly in future, we have brought forward this amendment 
to the Indian Army Act to cover a case of that kind in future. Sir, I 
move. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question 

is : 

That fho Bill furthpr ♦o amend the Indian Army Act, 1011, for certain purposes, 
be taken into consideration.'^ 

The motion was adopted. 

Clauses 2, 3, 4 and 1 were added to the Bill. 

The Preamble and the Title were added to the Bill. 

Mir. O. B. F. Totteidiam : Sir, I more : 

** That the Bill be passed." 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question 
is : 

“ That the Bill be passed.” 

The motion was adopted. 

THE PROVINCIAL INSOLVENCY (AMENDMENT) BIl.L. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Law Member) : Sir, I beg to 
move : 

* * That the Bill further to amend the Provincial Insolvency Act, 1920, for a certain 
purpose, be taken into consideration.” 

Sir this Bill was rather over-due, and we have merely taken action 
as the result of a judgment of the Madras High ('ourt wliitli pointed out 
that tiiis aniendmont is very necessary. Shortly S])eaking, Sir, the posi¬ 
tion is this. The scheme of both the Presidency-town^ Insolvency Act and 
the Provincial Insolvency Act is that once an insolvent gets his discharge, 
ho should not be harassed any further by such of his creditors as could 
have proved their case or taken steps against him in the insolvency pro¬ 
ceedings. Now, there is a confusion. In regard to the Presidency-towns 
Tnsoh’oiicj Act, tliere is no difficulty, and there is no conflict of judgment ; 
but, as regards the Provincial Insolvency Act, the position is thai there 
are two judgments. According to one—w'hich we believe is tlie sounder 
judgment--unless the language is changed, an undesirable eonsetjueiice 
follows. The result is that there arises a curiously anomalous position, 
namedy, that if insolvency proceedings are taken in a miifassil and not in 
a Presidency-town, then, if the insolvent has six creditors, and, say. one of 
them holds out and he does not come into the insolvency proceedings at 
all, and he takes no steps, and proves no claim, then, if there \l compo¬ 
sition, according to this decision—and the language of the section is not 
very happy—the result of it has been that the man who purposele.ssly held 
out is not held to be bound by the composition, so that he can ask for his 
pound of flesh and get an advantage over the other creditors. Now, that 
was ne\’er intended, and the High Court of Madras pointed out tliat the 
Act should be amended in the way that we have done. The result of this 
Bill being passed will be that the two Acts will be on exactly the same 
footing, and the creditor who purposelessly does not come into the insol¬ 
vency proceedings will gain no advantage over those who come. Sir, I 
move. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Motion mov(‘d : 

” That the Bill further to amend the Provincial Insolvency Act, 1920, for ji certain 
purpose, be taken into ci m • 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar (Madras ceded Districts and 
Chittoor : Non-Miihammadan Rural) : Sir, I want to make on<» or two 
observations as to how the Bill places the creditor at an enormoiis disad¬ 
vantage. Under the present Act, section 33, a schedule of creditors has 
to he 7 >ropaTed, and, until an order of discharge is made, it is open to a 
creditor to have his name included in the schedule even though The debtor 
might not have given the name or the address or have included the name 
of the ereflitor in the petition, or even if he fails to give information be- 
^re the schedule of creditors is prepared. But .under the Bill the time 
will be limited. soon as an order of adjudication is passed, six 
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months or a year is the period ordinarily given for the debtor to apply 
for his diseharge and till then it is open to any creditor, even though liis 
name might have been purposely omitted by the debtor, to come in and 
have liis name entered in the schedule and if the Oilicial Ileceivcr divides 
the property among the creditors, he is also entitled to have a ratable 
distribution of the property according to the amount of the debt tliat is 
due to hini. 

N^ow, with res[)ect to composition, there is no period of time fixed 
within whieJi a iiioposal should be made. Besides the period of six monllis 
or a year under the Code and the original period of six months or a year 
that is granted for the debtor to apply for an order of discharge may be 
extended from time to time on an application to the Court. Therefore, in 
practice, Ibis time for api)lying for an order of discharge is extended 
beyond one year. It is nearly extended to two years—by a year mo^e. 
It is open, therefore, to a creditor to come in before the end of two years 
to apply to be included in the schedule so tl^at he may have the beneiit by 
way of ratable distribution of the property of the insolvent debtor. Here 
no such |)eriod of limitation is fixed within which a debtor could aj)ply for 
fi u)iiiposition. 1 submit that in the proposal for composition the in- 
valiuihle right of the creditor to come in is taken away I submit, thore- 
Forc, that a suitable provision should be made in order to enable the 
oredili r to come in. It ought not to be a one-sided Ac*! of tlie insolvent 
with a view to defraud any creditor he chooses. It is open to him to make 
a proposal at any time after an order of adjudication is made showing only 
a few ])crs(»ijs as persons to whom debts are due. He may try to avoid 
certain pei'sons who may have been a little harsh on him and those per¬ 
sons have had a notice that he applied to be adjudicated an in¬ 

sol vein (v lhal an order of adjudication was passed again.^t him. If this 
Bill is ihrox'ii out, it will prevent them from doing so. ThereFon*, I sub¬ 
mit, that wlialever might have been the suggestion of the Learned fhidges 
of tin* Madras High ('ourt, in this matter, this invaUialile right of the 
creditor sliould not be taken away. I submit, therefore, that this House 
should not accejit this Bill. 

The Honourable Sir Nripenclra Sircar : Sir, my Honourable friend 
has given notice of no amendment. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar : T have. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar *. TIkj only answer which I 
need give to my Honourable friend is this that if t’oere has been a fraud, 
the creditor has not been able to take advantage of the insolvency pro¬ 
ceedings hei'aiise his name was kept back by the dolitor and he received 
no notice, then under the present law he can challenge the composition 
and have i1 set aside, so that there need not be any fear for that kind of 
crivlitor. Surely, my Honourable friend has not ^aid one word as to 
w]\y a creditor who purposely docs not come into the insolvency proceed¬ 
ings should have this advantage in a provincial insolvency Court when 
he gets no such advantage in an insolvency under the Insolvency Act, 
nor is there any reason whatsoever for it because that gives an incentive 
to some of the creditors to try to be cleverer tlian others. The results of 
the insolvency proceedings are nullified if some creditors get an undue 
advantage over other creditors. I submit, therefore, that in the absence 
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of anj”^ definite amendment, the only point which my friend has made is 
completely answered by the fact that such a creditor is not put at any 
disadvantage. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim) : The question is: 

“ That the Bill further to jujuuuI tlic Provincial fiisolvciicy Act, 1920, for a certain 
purpose, be taken into consideration.” 

The insition was adopted. 

Clfiiispc: 2 and 1 were added to tlie Bill. 

Th(‘ 'I'itlc* and the Preamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : Sir, 1 move : 

* * Tliat the Bill be passed. ’ * 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdui- Rahim) : The question is: 

“ That the Bill be passed.” 

Tlie motion was adopted. 


THE INDIAN xMOTOR VEIIIPLES (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik (Home Member) : Sir, I beg to 
move : 

** That tho Bill further to amend the Indian Motor Vehicles Act, 1914, for certain 
purposes, be taken into consideration.’’ 

This is a simple Bill, and I hope it will commonl itself to the whole 
Iloasc as a desirable measure. It deals with two points. The first is one 
of comparatively minor importance and is somewhat technical. T vvill 
deal with that first. 

Suh-clause (a) of clause 2 of the Bill which is marked (d<id) gives 
the Local Covernment power to make rules regulating the manuer in 
which and the duration for which licences may be endorsed. At present, a 
Local Co’Vf’niTnent has power to make rules regarding the suspension and 
the eanee!lation of licences but has not power to maKc rules regarding the 
endorsement of licences and it is proposed by this sub-clause to fill that 
gap. Tin* .second and more important part of the Bill is lhat it proposes 
to give Courts power to compound certain motoring offences. If the 
House will compare the new clause 16A which we pro|.ose to add to the 
Act witli the various sections in the Act which prescribe llie c.fToncos. it 
will be seen lhat we propose tp make compoundable tlie foilowiiig o^Vences: 
Any offence under section 4 of the Act, that is, a driver of the motor 
vehicle not stopping his vehicle when required to do so by n polic'C officer 
or by a Iverson in charge of an animal that has been frightened or when 
he is mixed up in an act. Next, we propose to make compoimdable an 
otfenec under section 8 of the Act, that is to say, failurcj to produce a 
licf^nce when called upon to do so by a police officer. Next, an offence 
under sc’cllon 10 of the Act, that is, failure to have a vehicle registered. 
Next, an offence under section 18, subnsection (5) of the Act, that is, 
failure of a driver to produce a licence before any authority acting under 
section 18, which means a Court or a Local Government. Lastly, an offence 
under section 18, sub-section (7) of the Act, that is, a driver whose 
licence has been endorsed or who has been disqualified from obtaining a 
licence aj)])lies! for or obtains a licence without giving particulars of the 
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endorsement or disqualification. All those offences we propose to make 
compoundtiljle. The graver offences under the Motor Vehicles Act, 
namely, those mentioned in sections 3, 5, 6 and 7 will not be compoundable. 
We also propose to make an •offence against a rule laid down by the Local 
Government under the Act compoundable. Naturally, offences against 
rules are oi‘ a less serious nature than offences against the substantive sec¬ 
tions of the Jaw. We do not propose that composition will be automatic 
in every ease of these comparatively minor offences. The composi¬ 
tion will only be allowed with the permission of the Court and 
the offeml.^r tvill not be entitled to claim composition as of right. There 
may bo jiistances where, although the offence is of a comparatively trivial 
nature, the offender may have committed the same offence befon* and in 
sucfi cases probably composition should not be allowed, at any rate not as 
a matter of course. Secondly, the sum for which the offence may be 
compounded must be fixed by the Court and cannot exceed the fine which 
is the lua.ximnm for the offence. The maximum fine for a tirst offence is 
Us. 100 and for a second offence it is Rs. 200. 

There are just two other points I might mention. One is that it wdll 
be within the discretion of the ('ourt to dispense with the attendance of 
the acA'iised person if it thinks fit. That will ])revent people from being 
dragged into Court unnecessarily for trivial offences which they arc 
quite prepared to admit. Secondly, composition of an offence wull rank 
as a conviction, that is to say, it can be endorsed on the licence which, I 
tiiink, is a r<?asonable provision. That I think is all 1 have to say about 
the Bill. 

There i.s one other provision which I ought perhaps to mention, 
namely, that we propose to give Local Governments power to make rules 
regulating the procedure to be adopted by Courts when they decide that 
an offVnre could be compounded. I do not think there is anything else 
that 1 nee d explain to the House. 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim) : Motion moved : 

** That the Bill further to amend the Indian Motor Vehicles Act, 1914, for certain 
purposes, be taken into considorution. ’’ 

Mr. Lalchand NavaLrai (Sind : Non-Mnhammadan Rural) ; Sir, the 
Honourable the Home Member said that the provisions of this Bill are 
very simple. But they appear to me to be very extraordinary. When 
you refer to clause 3 of the Bill, you -will find that I am perfeclly justified 
in saying that the provisions of this Bill are very extraordinni'y. If I 
am able to show to the House that the provisions are unusual, I hope at 
least the la'W'yer Members of this House will consider that point from the 
point of view of the principle involved therein and will then say whether 
they should accede to the passing of such a measure with such a prin¬ 
ciple embodied therein. I submit that the House should properly under¬ 
stand the Bill before giving^ its assent to it. For the benefit of those 
Honourable Members who might not have read clause 3 of the Bill, I 
will read it. It runs : 


“ (. 1 ) Offences punishable under this Act (other than offeilees under sections 

Composition of offences. 7 ""il “SS? 

^ under this Act as the Local Government may, by notifl- 

eation in the local official Gazette, have de<*lared to be non-compoundable) shall, with 
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the permisBion of the Court, be compoundablc, either before or after the appearanee 
of the accused, on payment by the accused of such sum, not exceeding the maximum 
amount of fine with which the offences are made punishable by this Act, as the Court 
may determine. 

(S) The composition of an offence under this section shall have the effect of a 
conviction of the accused with whom the offence has been compounded.'^ 

Now, my difficulty is this. Under the general law or under the funda¬ 
mental principles of general law, when a compromise is effected, that do^ 
not mean thfit the guilt has been admitted. Lawyer Members of this 
House will realise that under the Criminal Procedure Code, it any offence 
ha?: been compounded, that means an acquittal. It leaves no stigma of 
criminality upon the person and it cannot be that a compromise would 
mean punishing the man to pay as much fine as could he h^vied under that 
very section. Because it is left to the magistrate* to give permission or 
not for compounding an offence, it does not mean that he shouhi impose 
a fine on the person even it’ after he compounds the offence. According to 
this provision contained in the Bill, it comes to this that a man is asked to 
plead guilty. After he pleads guilty, the magistrate will punish him with 
fine up to Ihe maximum limit to which he can go. Then, I asiv what is the 
use of compounding an offence, if the man is really going to be punished. 
1 cannot understand Uiis law. T have never come across any law in which 
c(anpounding is treated as an acknowledgment of one's guilt and fine is 
imposed on the man with the result that a stain is left on the character of 
tlie man, .so that the next time he commits the same offence, he is treated as 
an old offender and enhanced punishment is awarded to him. I do not 
tliink this House will lend its support to a drastic law of this nature. If 
tlic provisions of the Criminal Law Amendment Act are considered to bo 
such as the most liarassing to the people of this country, then u Bill of the 
T^rosont nature would amount to nothing less. Tf you become a party to 
it next time the Government might come forward with another Bill 
amending the Criminal Procedure Code to the effect that compounding 
will al'w’^ays mean admission of guilt and also a liability to punishment 
with fine to the maximum extent allowed by the Act. A Bill like this 
niight he thrown on our face by the Home Member and then he may say 
that there is a precedent for such a measure because the House passed 
tJje Indian Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act. I would, therefore, request 
the House to seriously consider the position. I am sure this would appeal 
to the Members of the House. As I have explained it clearly, I am sure 
it would also appeal to the non-lawyer Members of the House also. Would 
the House like that an accused, when he comes before a Court upon a sum¬ 
mons and is "willing to compromise and the other party also agrees to it, 
the magistrate should not allow him to enter into a compromise, except 
on T)fivment of fine ? The magistrate will say : “ You are fined and you 
/are, therefore, not acquitted of guilt I cannot accept a law like this. 
I thought that if there were any reasons for bringing forward a measure 
lihe this, those reasons must be found in the Statement of Obiects and 
Keasons attached to the Bill. But what does a perusal of the Statement 
of Objects and Reasons reveal f There also T got disappointed, because it 
is a mere repetition of what is said in the clause of the Bill. It reads : 

“ The Bill seeks to give effeet to this reeommendation. Tt is thought that offences 
under sections 3, 5, 6 and 7 of the Act should not be made compoundable, and as 
regar^ offences against the rules made by Local Governments under section 11 of the 
Act, it is proposed to leave it to them to notify what such offences are to be made- 
non-compoundable." 
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[Mr. Lalchand Navalrai.j 
I cfin understand this. But, further on, it says : 

** Other offences should be made compoundable, with the permission of the Court, 
either before or after the appearance of the accused in the Court, for a sum not 
excee(iiiig the maximum amount of fine for the offence concerned.'' 

This Ihrows no fui'ther lig-ht on what is said in the clauses of the Bill. 

I would request the Honourable the Law Member to explain this law. 
Unless the Ilonourable the Law Member says that this is an extraordinary 
law and shows that there are valid iHjasons for enacting ?>uc;li an extra¬ 
ordinary law, 1 submit that this House should not give its consent for the 
passing of such a measure. 

Further on, it is said, in tlie Statement of Objects and Reasons, that 
com[)osition sliould count as a conviction. 1 have never heard that com¬ 
position would count as a conviction, ff it is a composition amounting to 
conviction, 1 submit you do not call it a compromise. Call it conviction. 
In such a case, it would only amount to this much that the oiTcuder will 
be excused from personal attendance in Court. That is the only conces- 
:'jon to be made. That concession is allowed even under the ordinary law. 
An accused is often exempted from putting in personal appearance. 
Therefore, I submit, that the provisions contained in this Act are such 
ihat they should not be passed light-heartedly by Honourable Members of 
this House without giving serious consideration to the provishois. 

Then, it is said : 

“ Such composition should count as a conviction, and the driver's licence will 
be liable to bo endorsed under sub-section of section 18. The machinery for com¬ 
position of offences is left to bo governed by rules to be made under the Act." 

Now, Sir, my first objection is that this Bill should not be passed, but 
I would even go further and ask leave of the Chair to allow Tiie to move 
an amendment with regard to the Select Committee, that this Bill be sent 
to the Select Committee and it should undergo a fresh and vovy careful 
examination in view of the peculiar nature of it. I would, therefore, 
request you to give me permission to move this amendment. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions : Non-Muham¬ 
madan Hural) : Sir, I rise to support Mr. Lalchand Navalrai. The 
motor cai is a dangerous vehiele that has come on our roads ; and any 
legisla+iou about it must be carefully considered. 1 Tiiay say at the 
outset lint I am a driver myself ; and, therefore, I luiow the diflfieullies 
of driving, and I also know the difliculties of those who use the roads for 
wad<iiig and cycling and for other purposes. I hope I shall not be 
aeeusi*d of imputing any motive to any one, but it seems to me that this 
law is meant to facilitate the wealthy folk wlio own motor cars. The 
Honourable the Home Member thinks that offences against sub-section (/) 
of section 18 of the Original Act are only of a technical nature, and 1 
think, on the contrary, that those offences are serious offences and should 
not be allowed to be compounded. The section runs : 

" No person whose licence has been endorsed or who has been disqualified for 
obtaining a licence shall apply for, or obtain, a licence without giving particulars of 
such endorsement or disqualification." 

There are some sections offences against which are declared to be non- 
compLundable. I am referring to the original section 3 which says : 

" No person under the age of 18 years shall drive a motor vehicle in any public 
place.'' 
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Any offence against this is not compoundable according to the 
amendment now moved. Now, I want to draw the attention of this House 
to tliis parlieular section which is worked in an amazing mamior. 1 know 
at least two boys in my own city of Benares who, in the absence of their 
paients, got Jicenses for driving motor cars although tlicy were not 18. 
And later on, I had to warn their parents against the danger that they 
were running under tlie Act if their boys actually drove those cans. I5oys 
will be boys ; and they have actually been driving those cars in puhlic 
places. Luckily no accidents have so far occurred, but I am surprised 
at the Licensing Officer who can give licences to boys when tliey go to 
liiin ior a licence even though they are quite obxioiisly helovv' 18. If the 
Honourable tlie Home Aleiubcr Avere to add some sort of a snb-clause. 
making it an ot’f(‘n(*e lor a Ijicensing Ofliccr Lo give a licence like that I 
should be Avilh him. Aly great complaint agiiinsL tins Uovfrtnnent is that 
in Avhatever il doc.s it makes the non-oriicial respondole ami the official. 
According to sub-section (2) of section •> of iht* oiiginal Act, the 
parent Avho, in the beginning, did not even !\no\v that the boy had gone 
out and taken a licence like that, is made iinni-hable. Surely the Ilonoiir- 
able the Home Member should find some way by which the Licensing 
Officers should be made punishable tor dereliction of duty and gross 
carelessness. I could go on pointing to other defects in this amending 
Bill but if my Honourable friend Mr. Lalchand Navalrai s motion is 
allowed by you, then it will be possible for the Select Committee to go 
into the question. I certainly would plead with you to suspend the 
Standing Order and peimit that motion to be moved so that this question 
may be taken into consideration more carefully. The House has been 
rather excited over a most unfortunate Bill for the last so many days ; 
and I will confess that many of us did not bother much about the other 
Bills which were on the agenda. I will confess myself that it is only now 
that I have looked into this Bill. 

1 Avill only refer to one other section. Though I hold a couple of 
legal degrees they are only academic, because I am not really a practising 
lawj^er. So, if I make some mistakes, you and my other friends here will' 
])lease excuse me. There is a section, section 5. offences against Avhich 
have been made non-compoundable. The section run^ thus : 

“ Whoever drives a motor vehicle in a public place recklessly or negligently or 
at a speed or in a manner which is dangerous to the public having regard to all the 
eircumstancca of the case, including the nature, condition and use of the place and 
the amount of traffic it actually has at the time or which might reasonably be ex])ectcd 
to be in the place, shall, on conviction, be punishable with fine which nuiy extend to 
five hundred rupees." 

Now, what actually happens is this. Most motor drivers,—and I am 
sure I can include most of the Members opposite who are so fond of law 
and order—most motor drivers, if not all, eontravene the rules under 
w'hich they hold their licences, and they clearly say that they lake the 
risk. Many of them are not licensed to drive over 15 to 25 miles an hour. 
I myself have a licence to drive only at 15 miles an hour ; bat 1 scarcely 
drive a car at that low speed, because, as all drivers know, engines are 
in danger of being spoiled if motors are driven at too slow a speed. Now, 
T am myself a fairly nervous man and so T never go beyond 20 or 25 miles 
but most Honourable Members opposite must have en.ioyed the fun of 
driving at the rate of 50 or 60 miles an hour. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar : I do not drive at all. 
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Mr. Sri Prakasa : Now, Sir, this clause, as it stands, can be' inter¬ 
preted to mean that if an accident happens when a car is driven at a 
dangerous speed, in a crowded place, then only is the driver punishable. 
If he drives at an enormous speed, when, say, he is running between 
Delhi and Meerut and an accident happens, he can take slielter behind the 
wording of the amending Bill, and make his oftence compoundable, be¬ 
cause he will say that lie does not come within the terms of this section 
because lie was not driving at a speed or in a manner which is dangerouc| 
to the jiublic having regard to all the circumstances including the nature, 
condition, etc. He will say that it Was an open road wliere old nipn and 
children are not usually found ; and if one came up and got crushed 
under the wheels of his car, then he should be allowed to take advantage 
of this amendment and comiiound the offence. Kich men can also buy 
off poor ])eople. If the Honourable the Home Member really seriously 
means that even in thase eases the offence will not he eompoiinilable, ihen, 

1 lliink, he should sti,y so definitely in his Bill. 

Before I elost*, 1 should like to draw the attention of the Law Mem- 
l)er to a particular point. It is not exactly connected with this lUll, but 
it seems to me leather important. You know that the Honourable the 
Law .Member is often quoting May’s Parliamentary Practice ; and when, 
after we have defeated the Bill this afternoon, 1 find other Bills being 
brought forward, I was anxious to know on what f)age of Jlay’s Parlia- 
mentar3' Practice it was given that the Government should not resign 
aftiT such a tliunderiiig defeat but continue introducing other Bills. It 
is siir])rising that after sustaining that defeat they stiil have the gump¬ 
tion to come before the House with many minor Bills which also are quite 
dangerous in their oWn way. While the Criminal Law Amendment Bill 
was dangerous to the public peace, this particular Bill is a positive 
danger to tho.se who use the public roads ; and I should certainly ask the 
Honourable the Home Member to bring forward amendments to this Act, 
if he thinks of bringing them forward at all, in such a manner that the 
keeping of motors and the driving of motors may be regulated very 
strictly. 

I know that the motor vehicles have come to stay, and I also know 
that this civilisation, which may be described as a civilisation on wheels, 
will invent other vehicles that ^vill go faster than motors or such vehicles 
as are not in vogue today. But with the coming of these dangerous 
veJiicles, the laws must be strengthened ; and I personally suggest strongly 
that the laws should be so amended that we should have a decent set of 
Licensing Officers. I personally have very little faith in the type of men 
who are Licensing Officers today. They are usually police officers. Now, 
it is a pity that the force, that should be loved by the people, is a force 
that is most hated. It cannot be that our people are congenitally so 
perverse as to dislike a useful class of public servants ■without cause. 
Thpy are our brothers and we should ordinarily like them. 1 know that 
the dislike that we have for the ways of the police is not minded by them, 
heeause from time to time, high officers of the Government come down and 
give them certificates of merit. T have never yet heard of certificates of 
merit being given to the London police, for the simple reason that the 
whole world praises them and they are not in need of such certificates. 
Now, to give police officers the right of granting licences to those who 
want to drive these vehicles is very dangerous ; and I will tell you why. 
The first reason is that most of the well-to-do persons in a town always 
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to l?e in the good books of the police officers ; and I know for .a fact 
that many licences have been given to persons who have not known drivii^ 
at all, simply because some friend of the Licensing Police Officer has 
requested him to give a licence to a friend of his who after receiving the 
licence learns how to drive. It should be made incumbent on the Licens¬ 
ing Officer to examine carefully and strictly the person who is seeking a 
licence before that licence is given. 

The second thing is that there is another class of motor drivers,—the 
lorry drivers and others—^Avho, by ways not unfamiliar to any side of this 
House, keep themselves in the good books of the police, and, therefore, 
escape many wrongs that they do. I will give you an illustration out of 
an experience of my own. I was going for Congress j)ropagaiida in the 
interior of a district. They brought out the usual drums and dogaiLs and 
flags, which are so anathema to the Honourable the Law Member and to 
whh-h lie referred in scathing terms in his still unlinislicd speech at Delhi 
•md which we iiope will at last be linished tomorrow' (Laughter). 

An Honourable Member : No ; it Avill not. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa :.When I was taken out with these drums and 

slogans, which 1 dislike as much as the Honourable the Law Member—I 
am sick ol* them- I was seated on a lorry and the flags were fastened on, 
and as llie lorry started, 1 happened to mark that tlu^ drher, instead of 
lusing the brake, Ik* always usetl the gear, bringing it from the lop to the 
first gear, as soon as he saw any’ old person or child in front. This hap¬ 
pened about half a dozen times, when I got suspicious ; and I said to the 
man : “ Have you not got a brake .? Why should you meddle with your 
gear in this way 1 He said : “ TJie brake is out of order : but it does 
not matt«*v : there is going to be an iiispt'dion the day after tomorrow and 
I am going to gel it put right tomorrow.’^ I said : “ But 1 am going to 
die to(1ay : wdiat is the use of your getting it put right tomorrow ? He 
said : “ Do not w^orry. 1 am usually taking policemen about, free of all 
cost, and so nobody wdll interfere.’^ My death mattered very little to 
him, though it mattered very much to me ; and with great anxiety I pro¬ 
ceeded on my journey. Now, if this is the way in which licences are to be 
given, and offences made compoundable to boot, then I think you had 
better give up the system of issuing licences at all and delete all law on 
the subject. But if, really, serioudy, you mean to control motor and 
other dangerous traffic, you ought to ha^e a more stringent Bill than the 
one before tlie House to<lay. 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Chair 
5 p understands the Honourable Mr. Mitchell wishes 

to make a statement with regard to cert^iiu busi¬ 
ness in his charge. 

The Honourable Mr. D. O. Mitchell (Member for Industries and 
Labour) : Sir, in connection with Mr. James's motion last Friday for 
the re-circulation of the Payment of Wages Bill, T said that I would con¬ 
sult some of the Members of the House specially interested and would 
decide whether to proceed with the Bill this Session or not. Govern¬ 
ment have considered this question, and have been influenced in their 
decision by two main considerations. Firstly, the interval of time 
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elapsing since the publication-of the Select Committee’s Report has un¬ 
doubtedly not been sufliciont to allow the interests concerned to study 
carefully the important changes made by the Select Committee. Second¬ 
ly, numerous amendments have already been proposed, and thesd 
require detailed consideration. Government, therefore, propose not to 
proceed with the Bill till the beginning of the Budget Session. 

The A.ssembly then adjourned till Kleven of the Clock on Tuesday, 
the 17th September, 1935. 
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